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H e a l th  a n d  P r o s p e r i ty
CHARLES FILLMORE 

tOVE a l l  o th e r  B ib le  w r i t e r s  P a u l  e m p h a s iz e s  th e  im ­
p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  m in d  in  th e  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  c h a r ­

a c te r  a n d  b o d y . I n  th is  r e s p e c t  P a u l  s t r u c k  a  n o te  in  r e l ig io n  
th a t  h a d  b e e n  m u te  u p  to  th i s  t im e ;  t h a t  is , th a t  S p i r i t  a n d  
m in d  a re  a k in  a n d  th a t  m a n  is r e la te d  to  G o d  th r o u g h  th o u g h t .  
P a u l  s o u n d s  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  in  v a r io u s  fo r m s  th i s  s i le n t  b u t  
v e ry  e s s e n tia l  c h o r d  in  th e  u n i ty  o f  G o d  a n d  m a n  a n d  m a n  
a n d  h is  b o d y . A l l  C h r is t i a n  m e ta p h y s ic ia n s  a re  in d e b te d  to  
P a u l  f o r  a b u n d a n t  q u o ta b le  S c r ip tu re s  t h a t  f o r t i f y  th e i r  
p o s i t io n  th a t  th e  m in d  is  th e  c e n tr a l  I am o f  m a n ’s w o r ld ,  
a r o u n d  w h ic h ,  to  h im , a l l  th in g s  re v o lv e .

W e  w h o  in  th is  n e w  a g e  a d v o c a te  p r a c t ic a l  C h r is t ia n i ty  
h a v e  to  m e e t  th e  a n c ie n t  b e l i e f  o f  r e l ig io u s  p e o p le  t h a t  th e i r  
r e w a rd s  a re  to  c o m e  in  a  f u tu r e  w o r ld ,  a f t e r  th e y  a r e  d e a d . 
J e s u s  a d v is e d :  " W e  m u s t  w o rk  th e  w o rk s  o f  h im  th a t  s e n t  
m e , w h i le  i t  is  d a y :  th e  n ig h t  c o m e th , w h e n  n o  m a n  ca n  
w o r k .”  T h is  p o in t s  d ir e c tly  to  d e a th ,  in  w h ic h  m o s t  p e r s o n s  
f a l l  a s le e p . S o  J e s u s  u r g e d  H is  f o l lo w e r s  to  w o r k  in  th e  
S p i r i t  w h i le  th e y  w e re  a l iv e  a n d  w a r n e d  th e m  o f  th e  in e r t ia  
th a t  w o u ld  f o l lo w  d e a th  u n t i l  th e  n e x t  in c a r n a t io n .

W e  a r e  n e v e r  fo r c e d  to  a c c e p t C h r i s t ;  i t  is  a lw a y s  a  
c h a n g e  o f  m in d .  T h e  f irs t  p ro c la m a t io n  o f  b o th  J o h n  a n d  
J e s u s  w a s  " R e p e n t  y e ” ; th a t  is , " C h a n g e  y o u r  m i n d !”  ( S t r o n g ’s



C o n c o rd a n c e  says " r e p e n t”  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s la te d  
" t h in k  d if f e r e n t ly .” ) H o w e v e r  C h r is t i a n  te a c h e rs  u s u a l ly  
ig n o r e  th e  m e n ta l  p h a s e  o f  r e p e n ta n c e  a n d  in s is t  u p o n  a  
v a g u e  c h a n g e  f r o m  s in n e r  t o  s a in t  b y  th e  w i l l  o f  G o d .  B u t  
P a u l  in  h is  l e t t e r  to  th e  R o m a n s  sa y s : " I  b e se e c h  y o u  th e r e ­
fo r e ,  b r e th r e n ,  b y  th e  m e rc ie s  o f  G o d ,  to  p r e s e n t  y o u r  b o d ie s  
a  l i v in g  sac rifice , h o ly , a c c e p ta b le  to  G o d ,  which is y o u r  
s p i r i t u a l  se rv ic e . A n d  b e  n o t  f a s h io n e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th is  

w o r ld :  b u t  b e  ye  t r a n s f o r m e d  b y  th e  r e n e w in g  o f  y o u r  m in d ,  
t h a t  y e  m a y  p r o v e  w h a t  is  th e  g o o d  a n d  a c c e p ta b le  a n d  p e r ­
fe c t  w i l l  o f  G o d .”

H e r e  th e  b o d y  is  r a n g e d  w i th  th e  m in d  in  i ts  n e e d  f o r  
s u r r e n d e r  to  th e  w i l l  o f  G o d . T h is  l i n k in g  o f  m in d  a n d  b o d y  
is  in  p e r f e c t  h a rm o n y  w i th  J e s u s ’ te a c h in g  a n d  H is  f in a l  d e m ­

o n s t r a t io n  in  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  H is  b o d y .

F o r  n e a r ly  tw o  th o u s a n d  y e a rs  th e  in te r p r e te r s  o f  J e s u s ’ 
te a c h in g  h a v e  b e e n  te l l i n g  u s  th a t  h e a v e n  is in  th e  sk ie s , 
w h e re  w e  s h a l l  g o  i f  w e  a re  " s a v e d .”  B u t  J e s u s  lo c a te d  
h e a v e n  w i th i n  m a n  a n d  in d ic a te d  a n  e n t i r e ly  n e w  s o u l b i r th  
as n e c e ssa ry  to  i ts  a t ta in m e n t .  W h e n  w e  c e le b ra te  th e  b i r th  
o f  C h r is t  w e  g iv e  t r ib u t e  to  th e  C h r is t  m in d  th a t  ta k e s  th e  
p la c e  o f  th e  in te l l e c t  in  t h e  r e g e n e r a t io n  r e f e r r e d  to  b y  Je s u s  
in  M a t th e w  1 9 :2 8 :  " Y e  w h o  h a v e  f o l lo w e d  m e , in  th e  r e g e n ­
e r a t io n  w h e n  th e  S o n  o f  m a n  s h a l l  s i t  o n  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  h is  
g lo ry , y e  a ls o  s h a l l  s i t  u p o n  tw e lv e  th r o n e s ,  j u d g i n g  th e  
tw e lv e  t r ib e s  o f  I s r a e l .”  T h is  m y s tic a l id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  
tw e lv e  m in d  c e n te r s  i n  m a n  a n d  th e  m a s te ry  o f  th e  m u l t i tu d e  
o f  th o u g h t s  u n d e r  th e i r  ju r i s d ic t io n  p o in t s  d ir e c t ly  to  m e n ta l  
c u l tu r e  a n d  e sp e c ia lly  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m in d  p o w e r  
t h r o u g h  s p i r i tu a l  in h ib i t io n s .  J e s u s  d i r e c te d  H is  d is c ip le s  to  
g o  to  th a t  u p p e r  ro o m  in  J e ru s a le m , w h e re  th e y  w o u ld  r e ­
c e iv e  power a f t e r  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t  h a d  c o m e  u p o n  th e m . T h is  
r e tu r n  to  G o d  is  t h r o u g h  th i n k in g  th o u g h ts  t h a t  c h o rd  
w i th  G o d - M in d .  P a u l  f u r th e r  e m p h a s iz e s  th i s  n e c e s s ity  o f  
th o u g h t  c u l tu r e  in  h is  l e t te r  to  th e  P h i l ip p i a n s :  " F in a l ly ,  
b r e th r e n ,  w h a ts o e v e r  th in g s  a re  t r u e ,  w h a ts o e v e r  th in g s  a re  
h o n o ra b le ,  w h a ts o e v e r  th in g s  a r e  ju s t ,  w h a ts o e v e r  th in g s  a re



p u re ,  w h a ts o e v e r  th in g s  a re  lo v e ly , w h a ts o e v e r  th in g s  a re  o f  
g o o d  r e p o r t ;  i f  th e r e  b e  a n y  v ir tu e ,  a n d  i f  th e r e  b e  a n y  p ra is e , 
th i n k  o n  th e s e  th i n g s .”

P a u l  m e n t io n s  th o s e  w h o  " w a lk ,  in  th e  v a n i ty  o f  th e i r  
m i n d ” a n d  w h o  a r e  " d a r k e n e d  in  th e i r  u n d e r s ta n d in g ."  A n d  
h e  a d m o n is h e s :  " B e  re n e w e d  in  th e  s p i r i t  o f  y o u r  m in d ,  a n d  
p u t  o n  th e  n e w  m a n , t h a t  a f t e r  G o d  h a th  b e e n  c re a te d  in  
r ig h te o u s n e s s  a n d  h o lin e s s  o f  t r u t h . ”

A s  w e  s tu d y  th e  f u n c t io n in g  o f  o u r  m in d  w e  se e  t h a t  i t  
p a r a l le l s  th e  m in d s  o f  o th e r  p e r s o n s ,  a n d , r ig h t ly  u n d e r ­
s to o d ,  a ls o  th e  m in d  o f  B e in g  i t s e l f .  T h i s  g iv e s  u s  th e  k e y  
to  th e  u n iv e r s a l i ty  o f  B e in g  a n d  th e  u n i ty  t h r o u g h  m in d  o f  
a l l  th in g s  v is ib le  a n d  in v is ib le .

P sy c h o lo g y  d e m o n s tr a te s  th a t  th e  b o d y  is th e  p r e c ip i t a ­
t io n  o f  th e  m in d  in to  a  lo w e r  s ta te  o f  c o n sc io u sn e s s . T h is  
p r e c ip i t a t io n  o f  m in d  in to  m a t te r  is  th e  r e s u l t  o f  w ro n g  
th in k in g .  A s  e x p re s s e d  in  sy m b o ls  in  G e n e s is ,  m a n  a te  o f  th e  
t r e e  o f  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  " g o o d  a n d  e v i l”  a n d  th e r e b y  lo s t  
th e  g i f t  o f  r e c e iv in g  id e a s  d ir e c t  f r o m  th e  p u r e  m in d  o f  
B e in g .

A s  is  v e ry  e v id e n t  f r o m  m e n ta l  a n a ly s is  m in d  a n d  b o d y  
a r e  tw o  p o le s  o f  o n e  m e n ta l  u n i t ,  m a n ;  th e r e f o r e  m a n  m u s t  
a d ju s t  h is  th o u g h t s  to  h is  so u rc e , w h ic h  is S p i r i t  o r  G o d . 
T h r o u g h  th i s  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  h is  m in d  to  D iv in e  M i n d  m a n  
e n te r s  in to  a n  e n t i r e ly  n e w  s ta te  o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss , w h ic h  J e s u s  
c a lle d  th e  n e w  b i r th .  T h i s  b i r th  is  " n o t  o f  b lo o d ,  n o r  o f  th e  
w i l l  o f  th e  f le sh , n o r  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  m a n , b u t  o f  G o d .”  H e r e  
w e  g e t  th e  s o u rc e  o f  th e  id e a  o f  th e  im m a c u la te  c o n c e p t io n , 
th e  v i r g in  b i r th ,  a n d  th e  p o w e r  to  o v e rc o m e  h u m a n  l im i­
ta t io n s  e x p re s s e d  b y  J e s u s  C h r is t .

W e  a r e  u r g e d  to  " p u t  o n  C h r i s t” ; to  im ita te  th e  th o u g h ts  
a n d  w a y s  o f  th e  M a s te r  a n d  w i th  P a u l  p ro c la im , " W e  h a v e  
th e  m in d  o f  C h r i s t .” Id e a s  a r e  c a tc h in g , a n d  w h e n  w e  a ff irm  
o u r  u n i ty  in  C h r is t  o u r  m in d  is jo in e d  w i th  H is  in  t h e  r a d ia n t  
l i f e  o f  S p ir i t ,  a n d  H is  " b l o o d ” is  t r a n s f u s e d  in to  o u r  m in d  a n d  
b o d y  b y  a  d iv in e  a lc h e m y , " Y e  th e r e f o r e  s h a l l  b e  p e r f e c t ,  
a s  y o u r  h e a v e n ly  F a th e r  is  p e r f e c t .”



The H id d e n  G if t s
A C H R I S T M A S  S T O R Y

ZELIA M. WALTERS

Am ara p a u s e d ,  h e r  h a n d s  s t i l l  a b o v e  h e r  w e a v in g .  A  s te p  
l. h a d  s o u n d e d  in  th e  p a v e d  c o u r t .  S h e  w o u ld  k n o w  th a t  

s te p  a n y w h e re . A  m a n  s t e p p e d  th r o u g h  th e  o p e n  d o o rw a y .
" M y  s o n ! M y  s o n !”  S h e  w a s  in  h is  a rm s . H e  w a s  h o ld in g  

h e r  c lo s e  a n d  m u r m u r in g ,  " M o th e r !  M o t h e r ! ”  A l l  th e  lo n e ­
l in e s s  o f  th e  lo n g  s e p a r a t io n  e b b e d  aw ay . S h e  w a s  f i l le d  

w i th  a  s e n s e  o f  u t t e r  p e a c e  to o  d e e p  f o r  w o rd s .
S h e  s to o d  a w a y  p r e s e n t ly  to  lo o k  a t  h im . H e  w a s  a  m a n  

to  f ill a n y  m o th e r ’s h e a r t  w i th  g r a t i tu d e .  S h e  w a s  s u re  h e  
h a d  b e e n  th e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  b a b y  in  th e  w o r ld ,  a n d  n o w  
h e  h a d  g r o w n  in to  a  m a n  o f  n o b le  p re s e n c e . H e  w a s  n o  
lo n g e r  a  y o u th  b u t  a  m a tu r e  m a n . T h e r e  w e re  th o u g h t f u l  

d e p th s  in  h is  eyes e v e n  as h e  s m ile d  a t  h e r .
“ M a th ia h ,  I  m u s t  h a v e  k n o w n  y o u  w e re  c o m in g  to d a y . 

I  k e p t  th i n k in g  f r o m  th e  t im e  I  a w o k e  th a t  th i s  w a s  a  g o o d  
d a y . J o y  s e e m e d  s p i l l in g  o v e r  in  m y  h e a r t .  T h e n  B e n n a h  
c a m e  in  f r o m  th e  f ie ld , a n d  h e  b r o u g h t  g r a p e s  a n d  fig s o f  
su c h  s iz e  as I ’v e  n e v e r  s e e n  b e fo r e .  I  f e l t  y o u r  c o m in g  b e fo r e  

I  sa w  y o u .”
" A h ,  y es, f o r  I  w a s  s e n d in g  m y  h e a r t  b e f o r e  m e  a ll  th e  

w a y  th i n k in g  th a t  s o o n  I  w o u ld  see  m y  m o th e r  a n d  th e  
h o m e  a n d  f ie ld s  th a t  w e re  m y  f a th e r s ’ f r o m  d a y s  o f  o ld .” 

T h e  tw o  o ld  s e r v in g  p e o p le  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  th e r e  s in c e  
M a th ia h ’s in f a n c y  c a m e  in  f o r  g r e e t in g  a n d  th e n  w e n t  o u t  to  

p r e p a r e  a  f e a s t  o f  w e lc o m e .

M o th e r  a n d  s o n  s a t in  th e  c o u r t  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  h i l l s  a n d  
v a lle y s  a n d  ta lk e d  o f  a l l  t h a t  h a d  p a s s e d  in  th e  tw o  y e a rs  
s in c e  th e y  h a d  s e e n  e a c h  o th e r .  M a th ia h  to ld  h is  m o th e r  o f  
th e  b e a u ty  a n d  r ic h n e s s  o f  J e r u s a le m , w h ic h  s h e  h a d  n e v e r  
se e n . H e  s p o k e  o f  th e  g r e a t  m e n  h e  h a d  m e t ,  p r ie s ts ,  s a g e s , 
r u le r s ,  m e rc h a n ts .  B u t  o n e  n a m e  th a t  s h e  l i s t e n e d  f o r  w a s  

n o t  s p o k e n .



" A n d  h a v e  y o u  le a r n e d  a l l  th a t  th e  s c h o o l o f  G a m a lie l  
c a n  te a c h  y o u , a n d  h a v e  y o u  c o m e  b a c k  to  ta k e  y o u r  p la c e  as 
r a b b i  a n d  te a c h e r ? ’’ s a id  A m a ra , a t  le n g th .

M a th ia h  d id  n o t  a n s w e r  im m e d ia te ly ,  a n d  h is  fa c e  w as  
s h a d o w e d .

" M y  m o th e r ,”  h e  s a id , " y o u  k n o w  I  w o u ld  n o t  w il l in g ly  
g r ie v e  y o u . B u t  th e r e  a re  m a t te r s  in  w h ic h  a  m a n  m u s t  d o  
a s  h is  h e a r t  b id s  h im . I k n o w  f u l l  w e l l  th a t  y o u  h a v e  u se d  
m o s t  o f  th e  m o n e y  m y  f a t h e r  l e f t  to  s e n d  m e  to  J e r u s a le m  
th a t  I m ig h t  b e c o m e  a  le a r n e d  m a n . I  c a r r ie d  o u t  y o u r  b id d in g .  
I  s tu d ie d  f a i th f u l ly .  I  th i n k  th e r e  is  n o  l in e  o f  o u r  h o ly  b o o k s  
th a t  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  a n d  c a n n o t  e x p o u n d . B u t  f o r  h a l f  a  y e a r  
n o w  I  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  in  t h e  p la c e s  o f  le a r n in g .  I  s h a l l  n o t  
b e  a  s c r ib e  o r  r a b b i .  I  a m  a c c u rs e d  b y  th e  te a c h e rs  w h o  f o r ­
m e r ly  p r a i s e d  m e .

" B u t  a  m a n  m u s t  d o  w h a t  se e m s r ig h t  to  h im . E v e n  h e re  
in  th i s  r e m o te  p la c e  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  th e  p r o p h e t  
J e s u s . O n  m y  w a y  h o m e  I p a s s e d  th r o u g h  n o  r e g io n  to  w h ic h  
H is  f a m e  h a d  n o t  g o n e .  I n d e e d  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  m o s t  o f  
th o s e  I  m e t  w a s  'W i l l  H e  e v e r  c o m e  th i s  w a y ?  W e  to o  lo n g  
to  se e  H im ,  y o u  k n o w  H i m . ’ I  m e t  th is  te a c h e r  b e f o r e  th e  
P a s s o v e r .  I  h e a r d  H im  as H e  ta u g h t  th e  c ro w d . I  s a w  H im  
h e a l  a  w i th e r e d ,  la m e  b e g g a r— th e  m a n  s p r a n g  u p  s t r a ig h t  
a n d  s t r o n g  a n d  le a p e d  a n d  r a n !  I  c o u ld  n o t  le a v e  th e  s id e  
o f  su c h  a  p r o p h e t .  I  f o l lo w e d  H im  a b o u t,  w a i t in g  to  h e a r  m o re  
o f  H is  w is d o m . W h e n  H e  s p o k e , a l l  th a t  I h a d  le a r n e d  a t  
th e  f e e t  o f  G a m a l ie l  s e e m e d  d u s t  a n d  a sh e s . A f t e r  a  w h i le  
H e  n o t ic e d  m e  a n d  b a d e  m e  w e lc o m e  a m o n g  th e  d is c ip le s .  
S o  I  s ta y e d  n e a r  H i m  a lo n g  w i th  th e  o th e r s  w h o  w e re  l e a r n ­
in g  o f  H im .  T h e n  o n e  d a y  H e  c h o se  s e v e n ty  o f  u s  w h o  w e re  
e a rn e s tly  l e a r n in g  H is  w a y .

" T h i n k  o f  it ,  M o th e r ,  I  w a s  o n e  o f  th o s e  c h o s e n  to  c a rry  
H is  w o r d  a b r o a d !  H e  b a d e  u s  g o  o u t  a n d  te a c h  th e  w o rd  o f  
t h e  k in g d o m , to  p r e p a r e  t h e  w a y  f o r  H im ,  to  h e a l  th e  s ick , 
to  c a s t o u t  e v il .  I  w a s  t r u s te d  w i th  H is  w o r d  o f  s a lv a tio n , 
w i th  a  p o r t io n  o f  H is  p o w e r .  I  c a n n o t  g o  b a c k  to  s m a lle r  
th in g s .  I  k n o w  h o w  y o u  m u s t  b e  d is a p p o in te d .  B u t  i f  o n ly



y o u  c o u ld  se e  H im  y o u  w o u ld  u n d e r s ta n d .”

" D is a p p o in t e d ?  U n d e r s t a n d ? ”  c r ie d  A m a ra .  " B u t  i t  is 
th is  I  h a v e  b e e n  p r a y in g  fo r .  W h y ,  I ’v e  k n o w n  lo n g e r  th a n  
m o s t  t h a t  th i s  is  t h e  M e s s ia h — m o r e  th a n  th i r t y  y e a rs . A n d  
I  h a v e  s e e n  H im , t h o u g h  v e ry  lo n g  a g o . I 'v e  n e v e r  to ld  y o u  
th a t  s to ry ;  in d e e d  I  h a d  a lm o s t  f o r g o t te n  i t  u n t i l  I  b e g a n  
to  h e a r  s to r ie s  o f  th i s  p r o p h e t  w h o  w a s  s t i r r in g  a l l  Is ra e l.  B u t  
h e a r  th is .  I t  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  a  b a b e  ju s t  b e g in n in g  
to  s ta n d  u p o n  y o u r  fe e t .

" A  w e a ry  t r a v e le r  c a m e  to  o u r  d o o r  o n e  e v e n in g  a n d  
a s k e d  i f  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  s h e l te r  f o r  th e  n ig h t  f o r  h is  w i f e  a n d  
b a b y . O f  c o u rs e  I  b a d e  th e m  c o m e  in . T h e  m a n  w a s  c a lle d  
J o s e p h ,  h is  w if e  w a s  M a ry , a n d  th e  b a b y — H is  n a m e  w a s  
Je s u s . T h e y  w e re  o n  th e i r  w a y  to  E g y p t.  I  c o u ld  n o t  see  w h y  
th e  f a t h e r  w a s  ta k in g  th e m  o n  su c h  a  lo n g  jo u rn e y .  W h y  d id  
h e  n o t  s ta y  h o m e  u n t i l  th e  c h i ld  w a s  o ld e r ?  B u t  th e y  w e re  
n o  c o m m o n  fo lk .  Y o u  c o u ld  n o t  ta lk  w i th  th e m  a n d  n o t  f e e l  
th a t .  T h e  m o th e r  w a s  so  w o r n  a n d  t i r e d  t h a t  I  a s k e d  th e m  to  

s ta y  o v e r  th e  n e x t  d a y  a n d  re s t— th e  d a y  a f t e r  t h a t  w a s  th e  
S a b b a th , w h e n  th e y  w o u ld  n o t  t r a v e l .  S o  f o r  tw o  w h o le  d a y s  
th e y  w e r e  w i th  m e . M a ry , r e s t in g  b e s id e  m e  in  th e  g a rd e n ,  
to ld  m e  th e  s to ry . T h e  c h i ld  h a d  b e e n  b o r n  in  a  s ta b le  in  
B e th le h e m , a n d  s h e p h e r d s  h a d  c o m e  in  th e  n ig h t  to  se e  th e  
c h i ld ,  t e l l i n g  o f  a  v is io n  o f  a n g e ls  a n d  o f  th e  m e s s a g e  f r o m  
th e m  th a t  G o d  w a s  v is i t in g  H is  p e o p le .  M o n th s  la te r  th e r e  
h a d  b e e n  th r e e  w is e  a n d  r ic h  sa g e s  f r o m  o th e r  la n d s ,  w h o  
c a m e  b e a r in g  g i f t s  a n d  h a i l in g  th e  b a b e  as L o rd  a n d  K in g .  
B u t  s o o n  a f t e r  th e  sa g e s  d e p a r te d  G o d  h a d  s p o k e n  to  J o s e p h  
in  a  v is io n  a n d  b id d e n  h im  ta k e  th e  c h i ld  o u t  o f  J u d e a  in  
o r d e r  to  k e e p  H im  s a f e  f r o m  th o s e  w h o  w o u ld  k i l l  H im .

" T h a t  w a s  w h y  th e y  w e r e  jo u r n e y in g  to  E g y p t.  W h i l e  th e  
m o th e r  t a lk e d  w i th  m e  y o u  a n d  th e  l i t t l e  J e s u s  w e re  p la y in g  
in  th e  s u n s h in e .  Y o u  c o o e d  a n d  la u g h e d  to g e th e r  as i f  y o u  
w e re  t e l l i n g  b a b y  se c re ts . I  sa w  y o u  p u t  y o u r  a rm s  a ro u n d  
e a c h  o th e r .  Y o u  p i l e d  u p  y o u r  to y s  so  H e  c o u ld  ta k e  w h a t  
H e  w o u ld .  A n d  th in k ,  S o n , M a ry  to ld  m e  th e  d a y  th e  c h ild  
w a s  b o rn ,  a n d  i t  w a s  th e  s a m e  as th e  d a y  o f  y o u r  b i r th .  Y o u r



f a t h e r  a n d  I  a n d  J o s e p h  a n d  M a r y  re jo ic e d  o v e r  t h a t  a n d  sa id  
y o u  tw o  su re ly  a c te d  l ik e  b r o th e r s ;  a n d  in  th e  y e a rs  to  co m e  
w e  th o u g h t  y o u  m ig h t  b e  f r ie n d s .  W e  s a id  f a r e w e l l  to  th e m  
o n  th e  t h i r d  d a y  a n d  sa w  th e m  s ta r t  o n  th e i r  w a y  re s te d  a n d  
r e f r e s h e d ,  a n d  w i th  a  g o o d  s to re  o f  f o o d .  B u t  t h e  y e a rs  
p a s s e d  a n d  th e  m e m o ry  h a d  b e e n  a lm o s t  b u r ie d  in  m y  m in d ,  
w h e n  I  b e g a n  to  h e a r  s to r ie s  o f  th is  J e s u s  w h o  w a s  b r in g in g  
w o r d s  o f  h o p e  to  I s ra e l .  I  k n e w  i t  w a s  t h e  sa m e . T h e n  a  
m a n  in  o u r  to w n  w h o  h a d  g o n e  o n  a  jo u r n e y  c a m e  b a c k  
h e a le d  o f  la m e n e s s , a n d  h e  t o ld  u s  o f  th e  w o rk s  a n d  w o rd s  
o f  th i s  J e s u s . N o w  a ll  th e  to w n  b e lie v e s  i n  H im  a n d  p ra y s  
t h a t  H e  m a y  c o m e  to  u s  o n  o n e  o f  H is  jo u r n e y s .”

" M o th e r ,  i f  H e  w o u ld  s u re ly  b e  w e lc o m e d  I c o u ld  s e n d  
w o r d  f o r  H im  to  co m e . H e  is  a b o u t  to  s t a r t  o n  a n o th e r  
jo u r n e y  th r o u g h  th e  to w n s .”

" T h e n  a ll  th e  to w n  c o u ld  h e a r  H is  w o rd s  a n d  se e  a n d  
k n o w  H i m .”

T h e y  w e r e  s u m m o n e d  to  s u p p e r .  A l l  t h r o u g h  th e  m e a l 
M a th ia h  a n s w e re d  h is  m o th e r ’s q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  Je s u s . T h e  
tw o  s e r v in g  f o lk s  h o v e re d  a b o u t  th e  ta b le  l i s te n in g .  B e fo re  
n i g h t  th e  w h o le  to w n  k n e w  th a t  M a th ia h  h a d  w a lk e d  w i th  
J e s u s , th a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  a  m in is te r  t o  c a r ry  H is  w o rd s  o f  
h e a l in g  a n d  te a c h in g ,  a n d  th a t  i t  w a s  l ik e ly  J e s u s  H im s e l f  
w o u ld  c o m e  f o r  a  v is it .

N e x t  m o r n in g  M a th ia h  h i r e d  a  s t r o n g  y o u th  o f  th e  
v i l la g e  to  t a k e  a  l e t t e r  to  J e s u s  in  B e th a n y . I n  le s s  th a n  a  
w e e k  th e  a n s w e r  c a m e  b a c k . O n  a  c e r ta in  d a y  J e s u s  w o u ld  
b e  p a s s in g  th r o u g h  th e  c o u n tr y  a n d  w o u ld  v is i t  M a r e s h m a h . 
T h e  to w n  m a d e  p r e p a r a t io n s  t o  w e lc o m e  H im . A t  th e  n e x t 
P a s s o v e r  J e s u s  w o u ld  m a k e  a n  e n tr y  o f  t r iu m p h  in to  J e r u ­
s a le m . T h a t  w a s  as y e t  u n d r e a m e d  o f  b y  th e s e  s im p le  fo lk ,  
b u t  th e y  w e r e  p r e p a r in g  a  t r iu m p h a l  e n tr y  f o r  H im  in to  th e i r  
o w n  to w n . T h o u g h  th e  t im e  w a s  n e a r ly  tw o  m o n th s  aw a y  
th e y  h a d  p la n n e d  so  m u c h  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  b e  b u sy  u n t i l  th e  
g r e a t  d ay .

W h e n  th e  l e t t e r  f r o m  M a t th e w ,  th e  sc r ib e , w a s  re a d , 
A m a ra  n o te d  th a t  th e  v is i t  w o u ld  b e  a t  th e  t im e  o f  J e s u s



a n d  M a th ia h ’s b ir th d a y .  S h e  s a id  n o th i n g  a b o u t  it ,  b u t  i t  
s e e m e d  a n  o m e n  o f  g r e a t  g o o d  to  h e r ,  a n d  s h e  b e g a n  q u ie t ly  
p l a n n i n g  to  m a k e  i t  a  t im e  o f  re jo ic in g .

T o  a n d  f r o  s h e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  th e  to w n  a n d  th e  n e a r -b y  
c o u n try . S h e  c a lle d  u p o n  th e  c le v e re s t  w o rk m e n  a n d  w o m e n , 
le a v in g  o rd e r s  f o r  th e  th in g s  s h e  w a n te d  d o n e .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  
d if f ic u lty . T h e  c le v e r  a r t is t s  a n d  a r t is a n s  w e re  f i l le d  w i th  jo y  

a t  h a v in g  a  s h a re  in  th e  w o rk .

A m a r a ’s  h o m e  w a s  th e  f in e s t  in  th e  v il la g e ,  b u t  e v e ry ­
o n e  w h o  h a d  a n  a r t ic le  o f  lu x u r y  c a m e  to  h e r  a n d  w a n te d  to  
le n d  it .  T h o u g h  B e n n a h  a n d  h is  w i f e  w e re  o ld  a n d  t r u s te d  
s e rv a n ts ,  m a n y  o f  th e  to w n s f o lk  c a m e  a n d  b e g g e d  to  b e  a l ­
lo w e d  to  h e lp  in  c le a n in g  a n d  s c r u b b in g  th e  h o u s e  a n d  m a k in g  

th e  g r o u n d s  b e a u t i fu l .
" W h a t  th i n k  y o u , L e s b a h ? ”  s a id  N a th a n  o n e  d a y  a s  h e  

m e t  a  n e ig h b o r  in  th e  s t r e e t ,  " w i l l  th e  s o n  o f  S a l th ia l  l iv e  

u n t i l  J e s u s  g e ts  h e r e ? ”

" T h a t  h e  w i l l ,”  s a id  L e sb a h . " T h e  l a d  g ro w s  b e t t e r  ju s t  
th i n k in g  th a t  th e  H e a le r  is  so  n e a r  a t  h a n d .”

B u t  th i s  w a s  o n ly  o n e  o f  th e  h in t s  o f  th e  h o p e s  a n d  
p ra y e r s  t h a t  w e re  in  th e  h e a r t s  o f  a l l  in  t h e  to w n . I t  c a m e  to  
A m a r a ’s e a rs , a n d  i t  t r o u b le d  h e r .

" I  w a n t  H im  to  r e s t  a n d  b e  a t  p e a c e  o n  H is  b ir th d a y .  
I  d o  n o t  w a n t  th e m  to  t r o u b le  H im  w i th  th e i r  c r ie s  o f  
s o r ro w  a n d  p a in ,”  s h e  sa id .

" M o th e r ,  I  th i n k  H e  c a n n o t  r e s t  w h e n  th e  c r ie s  f o r  
h e a l in g  c o m e  to  H im .  H e  n e v e r  tu r n s  a n y o n e  a w a y , n o t  
e v e n  th e  R o m a n s  a n d  th e  S a m a r ita n s . I ’v e  s e e n  H im  w o rk  
f a r  in to  th e  n ig h t ,  a n d  w h e n  th e  la s t  p e t i t i o n e r  w a s  g o n e , 
s u d d e n ly  J e s u s  w o u ld  b e  g o n e  to o . W e  n e v e r  t r ie d  t o  f in d  
H im .  W e  k n e w  H e  h a d  s l ip p e d  a w a y  to  r e s t  i n  H is  F a th e r ’s 
p re s e n c e . I n  th e  m o r n in g  H e  w o u ld  b e  b a c k  a s  f r e s h  a n d  
s t r o n g  as i f  H e  h a d  n e v e r  k n o w n  to i l .”

I t  w a s  th e  d a y  b e f o r e  th e  g r e a t  d a y . N e w s  h a d  c o m e  
th r o u g h  th a t  Je su s  w a s  in  th e  n e x t  to w n . B u t  th i s  d a y  o n  
w h ic h  s h e  h a d  h o p e d  to  f in is h  a l l  h e r  p r e p a r a t io n s  s e e m e d  
to  b e  c h a rg e d  w i th  m i s f o r tu n e  f o r  A m a ra . F i r s t  c a m e  a  m e s -



s a g e  f r o m  H a n n a h ,  th e  w e a v e r . H e r  h a n d s  h a d  b e c o m e  la m e . 
S h e  c o u ld  n o t  f in is h  th e  se a m le ss  ro b e s  u p o n  w h ic h  s h e  w a s  
w o rk in g .  A m a ra  a lm o s t  w e p t .  S h e  h a d  w a n te d  so  m u c h  to  
g iv e  th o s e  id e n t ic a l  ro b e s  o f  f in e s t m a te r ia l  a n d  w o r k m a n ­
s h ip  to  J e s u s  a n d  M a th ia h .  W h e n  th e  n e w  a u tu m n  w in e  
w a s  b r o u g h t  in  i t  w a s  f o u n d  to  h a v e  tu r n e d  s o u r . T h e  c h e e se  
b ro k e  in  b e in g  ta k e n  o u t  o f  th e  m o ld ,  a n  u n s ig h t ly  m a ss  
o f  f r a g m e n ts .  E v e n  th e  b r e a d  a n d  s w e e t c a k e s  th a t  h a d  b e e n  
m ix e d  so  c a re f u l ly  w e re  s h o r t  o f  th e i r  u s u a l  p e r f e c t io n .  
D is t r a c te d  A m a r a  r u s h e d  a b o u t  t r y in g  to  b r i n g  o r d e r  o u t  o f  
th e s e  d e f ic ie n c ie s . T h e n  B e n n a h  c a m e  to  w h is p e r  th a t  th e  
s t r ip  o f  w o o d la n d  ju s t  b e y o n d  th e  w a l ls  o f  A m a r a ’s p r o p e r ty  
w a s  f i l le d  w i th  a  c ro w d  o f  s ic k  a n d  c r ip p le d  fo lk .

" W e  c a n n o t  h a v e  th e m  m e e t  H im  b e f o r e  H e  h a s  e v e n  
h a d  t im e  to  r e s t  a n d  r e f r e s h  H im s e l f , ”  s a id  A m a ra . " W h a t  a 
la c k  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  o n e  w h o  is  G o d ’s a n o in te d ,  t i re  M e s s ia h , 

a n d  g r e a t e r  e v e n  th a n  a  k in g .”

S h e  h u r r i e d  o u t  to  m a k e  h e r  a p p e a l .  S h e  b e g g e d  th e m  to  
g o  aw ay . S h e  p ro m is e d  th e m  fo o d  a n d  m o n e y . T h e y  w e re  a  
w re tc h e d  lo t  o f  b e g g a rs ,  a n d  sh e  th o u g h t  th a t  w o u ld  m o v e  

th e m . B u t th e y  l i n g e r e d  s tu b b o rn ly .

"S e e , la d y ,”  s a id  o n e .  " T h i s  c h i ld  h a s  b e e n  b l in d  f r o m  
h is  b i r th .  I f  h e  w e r e  y o u rs  w o u ld  y o u  g iv e  u p  th e  h o p e  o f  

h a v in g  h is  e y es  o p e n e d ? ”
A  c r ip p le  s h o w e d  h is  w i th e r e d  le g , a  le p e r  h is  so re s , a 

m o th e r  h e r  s ic k  a n d  w a s te d  b a b e . N o w  th a t  s h e  h a d  se e n  

th e m  sh e  n o  lo n g e r  w a n te d  to  o r d e r  th e m  aw ay .

" B u t  g o  y o n d e r  i n to  t h e  v a lle y ,”  s h e  s a id . " F o r  w e  m u s t  
d o  H im  h o n o r .  I w i l l  s e n d  fo o d ,  a n d  y o u  c a n  r e s t  in  p eace . 
W h e n  H e  h a s  h a d  f o o d  a n d  re s t  I  w i l l  te l l  H i m  a b o u t  y o u . 
M y  s o n  says H e  n e v e r  tu r n s  a n y o n e  aw ay . I  k n o w  H e  w i l l  

c o m e  to  y o u .”
B e n n a h  h e lp e d  g u id e  th e m  f a r th e r  d o w n  th e  h i l l  u n t i l  

th e y  w e re  h id d e n  f r o m  s ig h t  o f  th e  g a te .
M a th ia h  h a d  g o n e  to  m e e t  J e s u s  a n d  a c t as g u id e .  A m a ra  

h a d  to  c o p e  w i th  a l l  th e  d a y 's  p ro b le m s  a lo n e . W h e n  sh e  
s a w  th e  p a r ty  a p p r o a c h in g  h e r  m in d  w a s  in  su c h  a  tu r m o i l



t h a t  s h e  w is h e d  s h e  m i g h t  h a v e  m o r e  t im e . B u t  s h e  w e n t  to  
th e  c o u r ty a rd  to  w a it .  T h e  d o o r  in  th e  w a l l  o p e n e d .  S h e  sa w  
h e r  s o n  b o w in g  a n d  s t a n d in g  a s id e  f o r  a  m a n  to  e n te r .  J e s u s  
w a s  b e f o r e  h e r .  S u d d e n ly  a l l  th e  s t in g in g  l i t t l e  w o r r ie s  
d r o p p e d  aw ay . V e x a tio n s ,  d is a p p o in tm e n ts ,  d id  n o t  m a t te r ;  
h e r e  w a s  th e  o n e  th i n g  in  t h e  w o r ld  th a t  d id .

" L o r d ,  y o u  a re  w e lc o m e  to  th i s  h o u s e . A l l  in  i t  is  a t  
y o u r  s e rv ic e .”

" P e a c e  b e  u n to  th i s  h o u s e  a n d  a l l  w h o  d w e l l  t h e r e in .”
T h e  w o r d s  s e e m e d  to  b e  e c h o in g  in  th e  a i r  e v e n  a f t e r  H e  

h a d  g o n e  w i th  M a th ia h  to  th e  g u e s t  ro o m . T h e  a p o s t le s  
w e re  th e r e ,  a n d  B e n n a h  c o n d u c te d  th e m  to  a  ro o m  w h e r e  
th e y  m ig h t  b a th e  a n d  r e s t  b e f o r e  t h e  m e a l .  T h e  s h a d e d  c o u r t  
w a s  e m p ty  a g a in , b u t  f r o m  w i th o u t  c a m e  th e  m u r m u r  o f  
v o ic e s . P e o p le  w o u ld  n o t  b e  d e n ie d .  T h e y  lo n g e d  so  m u c h  
f o r  H is  p re s e n c e  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  b r a v e  a n y th in g .  S h e  n o  
lo n g e r  w a n te d  to  s e n d  th e m  aw ay . W h e n  H e  h a d  re s te d  sh e  
w o u ld  o p e n  th e  g a te  a n d  le t  th e m  in .

T h e  ta b le  w a s  s e t  in  t h e  c o u r t  so  th a t  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  
ro o m  f o r  a l l .  D e s p i te  a l l  th e  d e f ic ie n c ie s  th e  ta b le  lo o k e d  
b e a u t i f u l .  B e n n a h  w a s  d r a w in g  u p  th e  c o u c h e s  a b o u t  it .  
T h e n  J e s u s  c a m e  d o w n  f r o m  th e  u p p e r  g u e s t  ro o m . A m a ra  

th o u g h t  H e  lo o k e d  a s  i f  H e  m o v e d  w i th  l i g h t  a b o u t  H im , 
t h o u g h  s h e  a d m i t t e d  i t  m ig h t  b e  h e r  im a g in a t io n .  S h e  
b o w e d  b e f o r e  H im  a n d  to ld  H im  th a t  s h e  h a d  o n c e  se e n  H im  
w h e n  H e  w a s  a n  in f a n t  a n d  th a t  s h e  r e m e m b e r e d  H is  b i r t h ­
d ay . H is  f a c e  l i g h te d  w i th  p le a s u re  a t  h e r  w o rd s .  S h e  w e n t  
o n  to  te l l  H i m  o f  t h e  g i f t  s h e  h a d  p l a n n e d  f o r  H i m  a n d  o f  
h e r  d is a p p o in tm e n t  th a t  i t  w a s  n o t  re a d y .

" B e  n o t  t r o u b le d -------- ”  H e  b e g a n .

T h e n  B e n n a h  a p p e a re d .  J e s u s  p a u s e d ,  a n d  A m a r a  tu r n e d  
to  see  w h a t  w a s  w a n te d .

" I t  is  th e  c h i ld r e n  w i th o u t ,”  s a id  B e n n a h  in  a  to n e  o f  
a p o lo g y . A m a r a  lo o k e d  to w a r d  Je su s .

" S u f fe r  th e  l i t t l e  o n e s  to  c o m e ,”  H e  sa id .
B e n n a h ’s f a c e  w a s  jo y f u l  as H e  w e n t  to  o p e n  th e  g a te . 

H e  l ik e d  c h i ld r e n  a n d  w a s  r e lu c ta n t  to  t u r n  th e m  aw ay .



T h e  to w n ’s c h i ld r e n  p re s s e d  in . T h e y  w e re  a  t i r e d ,  d u s ty , 
d is h e v e le d  c re w . T h e y  h a d  b e e n  u p  s in c e  d a w n  a n d  h a d  
b e e n  f a r  u p  th e  m o u n ta in  to  lo o k  f o r  so m e  f lo w e rs  th e y  k n e w  
w e r e  g r o w in g  in  th e  s h e l te r  o f  th e  ro c k s . S o m e  b o y s  h a d  
tr a c e d  w i ld  b e e s  to  th e i r  h iv e  a n d  h a d  b r o u g h t  a w a y  a  
s to r e  o f  w i ld  h o n e y  in  a  l a r g e  w o o d e n  d is h . A m a r a ’s c a r e f u l  
e y e  s a w  t h a t  th e  f lo w e rs  h a d  w i th e r e d  a n d  th a t  th e r e  w e re  
b its  o f  s t ic k s  a n d  le a v e s  in  th e  h o n e y . B u t  a p p a r e n t ly  J e s u s  saw  
n o  d e fic ie n c ie s . H e  th a n k e d  th e m  w a rm ly . A t  f irs t  th e y  s to o d  
b a c k  in  a w e  o f  H im ,  b u t  s o o n  th e y  w e re  p r e s s in g  a b o u t  H is  
k n e e s , a n d  h e  w a s  c a re s s in g  th e m . B e n n a h  p u t  th e  flo w e rs  
in  b o w ls  o f  w a te r .  W a s  i t  im a g in a t io n ,  o r  d id  th e y  re a lly  
r e v iv e ?  T h e y  lo o k e d  f r e s h  a n d  b r i g h t  n o w . T h e  h o n e y  
B e n n a h  to o k  a w a y , p r o m is in g  th a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  p u t  o n  th e  

ta b l e  f o r  J e s u s ’ m e a l.

A f t e r  th e  c h i ld r e n  h a d  g o n e  th e  m e n  r e c l in e d  a t  th e  
ta b le .  B u t  A m a ra  w a i te d  to  d ir e c t  th e  s e rv in g . S h e  c o u ld  
s t i l l  h e a r  v o ic e s  o u ts id e :  b u t  s h e  h a d  g iv e n  o rd e r s  t h a t  th e  
g a te  w a s  n o t  t o  b e  o p e n e d  u n t i l  th e  m e a l  w a s  o v e r .

" B u t  I  te l l  y o u  I  m u s t  g o  in ,”  c r ie d  a  v o ic e . " I  w i l l  b e  v e ry  
q u ie t .  I  w i l l  n o t  s ta y  a  m in u te .  B u t  I  h a v e  H is  b i r th d a y  g i f t ,  
th e  o n e  A m a ra  o rd e r e d .  I  m u s t  g iv e  i t  to  h e r . ”

A m a ra  lo o k e d  u p .  J e s u s  w a s  lo o k in g  a t  h e r  w i th  a  l i t t le  
s e c re t  s m ile  as i f  th e y  s h a r e d  a  jo k e  a b o u t  th e  s u d d e n ly  
a r r iv e d  g i f t .  B e n n a h  h a d  p e r s u a d e d  th e  w e a v e r  t o  c o m e  
a w a y  f r o m  th e  g a te , f o r  n o w  h e  b r o u g h t  h e r  in  t h r o u g h  th e  

d o o r  to  th e  f a m ily  ro o m s .

H a n n a h  h a d  eyes o n ly  f o r  A m a ra .

" L o o k ,”  s h e  w h is p e r e d ,  s p r e a d in g  o u t  a  b e a u t i f u l  ro b e  
o f  f in e s t  w e a v e  a n d  s h a p e . " T h r e e  d a y s  a g o  m y  h a n d s  g o t  so  
la m e  I c o u ld  n o t  m o v e  th e  jo in ts .  S o  I  th o u g h t  t h e  ro b e  w o u ld  
n o t  b e  d o n e ,  t h o u g h  th e r e  w a s  o n ly  th e  b i t  a t  th e  b o rd e r .  
T h e  n e ig h b o r s  h e a rd ,  a n d  e v e ry o n e  w h o  c o u ld  w e a v e  th e n  
c a m e  to  h e lp  m e . T h e r e  a r e  n o n e  w h o  c a n  w e a v e  as s k i l l f u l ly  
as I ,  a n d  th a t  th e y  k n e w . B u t  w e  p ra y e d  t h a t  o u r  h a n d s  m ig h t  
b e  g u id e d .  T h e n  th e  b e s t  o f  th e m  h e lp e d  w h i le  I  s to o d  b y  
a n d  d ir e c te d  th e m . A n d  h e r e  i t  is .”



A m a ra  lo o k e d  a t th e  p o o r  tw is te d  h a n d s  w i th  th e i r  
s w o lle n  jo in ts .  " Y o u  m u s t  s ta y  u n t i l  H e  a rise s , a n d  g iv e  i t  to  
H i m ,”  s h e  w h is p e r e d .

T h e  m e a l  w a s  d o n e  a t  le n g th ,  a n d  th e  m e n  w e re  r i s in g .  
H a n n a h  c a m e  f o r w a r d  t im id ly  a n d  h e ld  o u t  th e  r o b e  w i th o u t  a 
w o rd .  M a th ia h  s p r e a d  i t  a r o u n d  J e s u s ’ s h o u ld e r s  so  th a t  th e y  
a l l  c o u ld  se e  its  p e r f e c t io n .  H a n n a h  w a s  s l ip p in g  aw ay . T h e r e  
w a s  a  l i g h t  in  h e r  fa c e , a n d  A m a ra  s a w  th a t  h e r  h a n d s  w e re  
h e a le d . S h e  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  i n  d o u b t .

" L o r d ,”  sh e  s a id , " w e  m e a n t  t h a t  y o u  s h o u ld  re s t  a n d  
fe a s t ,  b u t  th e  s a d  a n d  h e a v y - la d e n  p re s s  a b o u t  th e  d o o r . 
S h a ll  w e  le t  th e m  i n ? ”

" M y  f o o d  is t o  d o  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  F a th e r  w h o  s e n t  M e ,”  
s a id  J e s u s . " B id  th e m  c o m e  i n . ”

M a th ia h  o p e n e d  th e  g a te . T h e r e  w a s  n o  r u s h  th o u g h  
m a n y  w a i te d .  T h e y  c a m e  in  o r d e r ly  l in e s , th e  s t r o n g e r  h e l p ­
in g  fo r w a r d  th e  w e a k e r . S o m e  h a d  c o m e  o n ly  to  lo o k  u p o n  
th e  M e s s ia h , so m e  to  p r a y  f o r  th e  h e a l in g  o f  th o s e  th e y  
lo v e d  o r  o f  th e m s e lv e s . T h e  s ic k  c a m e  to  H im  a n d  c a m e  
a w a y  h e a le d .  T h e  c o u r t  w a s  f i l le d  w i th  lo w  e x c la m a tio n s  a n d  
p ra y e r s .  T h e n  th e  p e o p le  s to o d  in  g ro u p s  a lo n g  th e  w a ll  
w h i le  H e  a n s w e re d  th e i r  q u e s t io n s  a n d  t a u g h t  th e m . T h e y  
a s k e d  w h a t  th e y  c o u ld  d o  to  s h o w  th e i r  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  d e ­
v o t io n .  H e  b a d e  th e m  g iv e  to  th o s e  in  n e e d  e v e ry w h e re ;  
w h e n  th e y  d id ,  H e  to ld  th e m , i t  w a s  ju s t  as i f  th e y  w e r e  
g iv in g  to  H im .  S o m e o n e  s a id , " W h a t  is  o u r  G o d  l ik e ?  W h a t  
c a n  w e  d o  to  p le a s e  H i m ? ” J e s u s  a n s w e re d :  " G o d  is lo v e . 
H e  th a t  h a th  M y  c o m m a n d m e n ts  a n d  k e e p e th  th e m , h e  i t  is  
t h a t  lo v e th  M e , a n d  h e  th a t  lo v e th  M e  s h a l l  b e  lo v e d  o f  M y  
F a th e r .”

T h e n  a  s i le n c e  f e l l  o n  th e  c o u r t .

A f t e r  a  w h i le  th e  te a c h e r  M a h e e l  s a id :  " L o r d  ta r ry  h e r e  
w i th  u s . A b id e  h e re , a n d  w e  w i l l  t r u ly  lo v e  T h e e  a n d  se rv e  
T h e e .”

" I  s h a l l  a b id e  w i th  y o u  t i l l  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w o r ld .”

A n d  th e y  k n e w  th a t  th i s  w a s  a  g r e a te r  t h i n g  th a n  M a h e e l  
h a d  a sk e d .
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Sa id  j e s u s :  " L a y  n o t  u p  f o r  y o u rs e lv e s  tr e a s u re s  u p o n  th e  
e a r th ,  w h e r e  m o th  a n d  ru s t  c o n s u m e , a n d  w h e r e  th ie v e s  

b r e a k  th r o u g h  a n d  s te a l :  b u t  la y  u p  f o r  y o u rs e lv e s  tr e a s u re s  
in  h e a v e n , w h e r e  n e i th e r  m o th  n o r  ru s t  d o th  c o n s u m e , a n d  
w h e re  th ie v e s  d o  n o t  b r e a k  th r o u g h  n o r  s te a l .”

T h is  s a y in g  h a s  c o n fu s e d  m a n y  p e o p le .  S u re ly , th e y  say, 
i t  is  e s s e n tia l  to  la y  u p  " t r e a s u r e s  u p o n  th e  e a r th ,” , f o r  h o w  
e ls e  c a n  o n e  l i v e ?  I t  n e e d  n o t  b e  m u c h  tr e a s u re ,  to  b e  su re , b u t  
w i th o u t  su c h  t r e a s u re s  as m o n e y , c lo th e s , a  p la c e  t o  liv e , a 
b a n k  a c c o u n t, a  c a r  o r  a t  le a s t  c a r f a re , so m e  f u r n i tu r e ,  i n ­
su ra n c e  to  p r o v id e  a g a in s t  s ic k n e s s  a n d  o th e r  e m e rg e n c ie s , a n d  
m a n y  o th e r  f a i r ly  e s s e n t ia l  " t r e a s u r e ,”  w o u ld n ’t  l i f e  b e  
u n e n d u r a b le ?  I f  w e  d id  n o t  o u rs e lv e s  la y  u p  th e s e  t r e a s u re s , 
s h o u ld  w e  n o t  b e  re d u c e d  to  c h a r i ty ?  O r  i f  J e s u s ’ r e f e r e n c e  
w a s  to  la r g e  m a te r ia l  tr e a s u re s ,  s u c h  a s  m ig h t  r e w a rd  a  p e r ­
s o n ’s e f fo r ts  to  b u i ld  u p  a  fo r tu n e ,  w o u ld  i t  n o t  a ls o  m e a n  
th a t  h e  w a s  n o t  to  p e r m i t  h im s e l f  a n y  a m b i t io n  to  g e t  a h e a d  
a n d  w a s  to  b e  c o n te n t  w i th  la z in e s s  a n d  d o in g  n o th in g ?

T h e s e  a re  p r o p e r  q u e s t io n s ,  a n d  th e y  d e s e rv e  s t r a ig h t  
a n sw e rs . M o s t  o f  t h e  c o n f u s io n  a b o u t  s o m e  o f  J e s u s ’ sa y in g s  
se e m s  to  b e  th e  r e s u l t  o f  g iv in g  H is  w o rd s  a  to o  l i te r a l  m e a n ­
in g .  J e s u s  f r e q u e n t ly  s p o k e  in  p a r a b le s ;  H e  u s e d  m a n y  f ig ­
u re s  o f  sp e e c h . M o r e o v e r  H is  s a y in g s  a r e  so  in te r lo c k e d  in  
m a n y  in s ta n c e s  th a t  i t  is  n o t  w is e  to  ta k e  a n  is o la te d  p h r a s e  
a n d  e x a m in e  its  s ig n if ic a n c e  w i th o u t  r e g a r d  to  o th e r  w o rd s  
o f  H is  t h a t  i l lu m in a te  it .  W i t h  th e s e  p r e c a u t io n s  in  m in d ,  
le t  u s  r e v e r e n t ly  e x a m in e  H is  d iv in e  w o rd s  a b o u t  " t r e a s u r e s  

i n  h e a v e n .”
F ir s t ,  c o n s id e r  t h a t  w o r d  " h e a v e n .”  E ls e w h e re  Je su s  

s a id , " T h e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  is w i th i n  y o u .”  D o e s  th is  n o t  
p la c e  h e a v e n  w i th in  o u rs e lv e s ?  A n o th e r  c lu e  is  i n  t h e  L o r d ’s 
P ra y e r ,  in  th e  p h ra s e ,  " O u r  F a th e r  w h o  a r t  in  h e a v e n .”  I f  
th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  is  w i th i n  u s , a n d  G o d  is  in  H is  k in g -



d o m , th e n  in d e e d  h e a v e n  is "at h a n d ” an d  w ith in  o u rse lv es .

A u to m a tic a lly  th is  g iv e s  u s a d if fe r e n t u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
th e  w o r d s  "L ay u p  fo r  y o u r se lv e s  treasures in  h e a v e n .” T h e y  
ca n n o t b e  in  th e m se lv e s  su ch  m a ter ia l treasures as a u to m o b ile s , 
f in e  c lo th e s , stock s, an d  b o n d s. W h a t  k in d s  o f  treasure th e n  
are w e  ask ed  to  la y  u p  w ith in  o u r se lv e s  ?

T h e r e  are sev era l k in d s  o f  " treasu re” th a t m a y  b e  la id  
u p  w ith in  o u rse lv es . P ea ce  o f  m in d  is  o n e . T h a t  is  a  treasure  
fo r  w h ic h  m a n y  h a ra ssed , n e rv o u s m e n  w o u ld  b e  g la d  to  
g iv e  th e ir  a ll . N o  o n e  can  a p p rec ia te  th is  in w a rd  treasure so  
m u ch  as th e  m a n  w h o  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  it. L o v e  is  an  in w a rd  
treasu re; an d  h o w  m a n y  m e n  w o u ld  n o t  g la d ly  trad e th e ir  
ea rth ly  b e lo n g in g s  fo r  a  la rg er  sh are  o f  i t !  C o n te n tm e n t  
an d  sa t is fa c tio n  an d  th e  a p p rec ia tio n  o f  su ch  th in g s  as b o o k s, 
m u sic , art, c o m p a n io n sh ip , fr ie n d sh ip , an d  a ll th e  m a n y  o th er  
g o o d  th in g s  o f  l i f e  are to  b e  fo u n d  p r im a rily  w ith in  o u rse lv es . 
O f  w h a t  u se  is  a fa sc in a t in g  b o o k  to  a m a n  w h o  h as n e v er  
lea rn ed  to  read  or  w h o , b e in g  a b le  to  read , h a s  n o t  b een  a b le  
to  ap p rec ia te  g o o d  b o o k s?  O u r  ap p roach  to  l i f e  an d  l i f e ’s 
g o o d  th in g s  is  m en ta l. O u r  a tt itu d es d e te r m in e  o u r  h a p p in e ss  
o r  lack  o f  it. T h e  r ig h t a tt itu d e  is a grea t treasure " in  h e a v e n .” 
I t is s o m e th in g  w ith in  o u r se lv e s  th a t is  in f in ite ly  m o r e  v a l­
u a b le  th a n  an y  ea rth ly  treasure, fo r  w ith o u t  i t  th e  v a lu e  o f  
ea r th ly  p o sse ss io n s  is  n u ll if ie d  an d  ca n ce led .

T h e  p o sse ss io n  o f  treasures in  h e a v e n  is  a p r ereq u is ite  
to  th e  f u l l  e n jo y m e n t o f  ea rth ly  treasures. M o r e  th a n  th is , it  
is  th e  k ey  to  th o se  ea rth ly  treasures. Jesu s sa id , " S eek  y e  first 
h is  k in g d o m , a n d  h is  r ig h te o u sn e ss  an d  a ll  th in g s  sh a ll b e  
a d d e d  u n to  y o u .” W h a t  d o e s  th is  m e a n ?  N o  ea r th ly  a c h ie v e ­
m e n t m ay  b e  a c c o m p lish e d  w ith o u t  fa ith . I f  fo r  n o  o th e r  
reason , th is  is  tru e  s im p ly  b ecau se  a m a n  ca n n o t su cceed  u n ­
le s s  h e  h a s fa ith  or  c o n fid e n c e  in  so m e th in g :  in  h im s e lf ,  in  
an  id ea , in  h is  b u sin e ss , in  h is  a ssociates.

I h a v e  in te r v ie w e d  su c c e s s fu l m e n  in  a ll f ie ld s  in  A m er ica  
an d  abroad , an d  I h a v e  y e t to  m e e t  o n e  w h o  d id  n o t  h a v e  
fa ith  o f  so m e  sort. F a ith  is  e sse n tia l b eca u se  in  th e  la st  
a n a ly sis  y o u  ca n ’t d o  a n y th in g  u n le s s  y o u  b e lie v e  y o u  can



d o  it . A  fa ilu r e  is a m a n  w h o  b e lie v e s  in  h is  o b s ta c le s ;  h e  
b e lie v e s  h e  ca n n o t su cceed . C o n sta n t, co n tin u a l su ccess is  
d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  a co n sta n t, co n tin u a l flo w  o f  p o s it iv e  fa ith .

F a ith  is  so m e th in g  w ith in  o u r se lv e s  an d  n o t w ith o u t . 
I t  is  an  a b so lu te  e ssen tia l. N o t h in g  can  b e  d o n e  w ith o u t  it—  
n o t  th e  sm a lle s t  th in g . H e r e  is  a very  s im p le , p ractica l e x ­
a m p le . L et u s  say y o u  are m ec h a n ic a lly  in c lin e d  a n d  y o u  h a v e  
a  sm a ll w o r k b e n c h  an d  so m e  to o ls . Y o u  lik e  to  m a k e  th in g s .  
N o w  y o u  d e s ir e  to  b u ild  a tab le . W h a t  is yo u r  first s te p ?  Is  
it  n o t  to  p ic tu r e  th a t ta b le  in  yo u r  m in d  an d  to  b e lie v e  th at  
y o u  can  b u ild  it  ?

C o u ld  y o u  b u ild  th a t ta b le  or  a n y th in g  e ls e  i f  y o u  d id n ’t  
b e lie v e  yo u  c o u ld  d o  it?  I f  su ch  w e r e  yo u r  n e g a tiv e  b e lie f ,  
y o u  w o u ld n ’t e v e n  try. O r  i f  at s o m e o n e ’s u r g in g  y o u  d id  
try, y o u  w o u ld  g iv e  u p  a t th e  first d ifficu lty , sa y in g , " W h a t’s 

th e  u se , I k n o w  I ca n ’t  d o  i t .”
T o  b e  sure, th ere  are in sta n ces w h e n  a m a n  d o e sn ’t b e ­

l ie v e  h e  ca n  d o  so m e th in g , b u t fo r  o n e  reason  or  an o th er—  
m o st o f te n  s o m e o n e ’s in s is te n c e  th a t h e  try an yw ay— h e  g o e s  
a h ead  an d  d o e s  su cceed  in  d o in g  w h a t h e  th o u g h t  h e  c o u ld  
n o t  d o . B u t w h a t a ctu a lly  h a p p e n e d ?  A s  h e  g o t  started  h e  
d isc o v e r e d  it  w a s, or se e m e d , easier  th a n  h e  th o u g h t  it  w o u ld  
b e, an d  in s ta n tly  a n e w  fa ith  flam ed  w ith in  h im : h e  b e lie v e d  
at la s t th a t h e  co u ld  d o  i t !

T o  u n d ersta n d  th e  e n o rm o u s v a lu e  o f  fa ith , its  tr e ­
m e n d o u s  p o w e r  an d  n e cess ity , is  to  b e g in  any ea rth ly  a c h ie v e ­
m e n t in  th e  r ig h t w a y : b y  first b u ild in g  u p  th is  fa ith  w ith in  
o u r se lv e s , by la y in g  u p  treasures in  h e a v e n . O n c e  th e se  
treasu res h a v e  b een  acq u ired , a l l  ea rth ly  a c h ie v e m e n ts  are  
w ith in  o u r  reach . T h e n  in d e e d  w e  are p rep a red  to  in h e r it  

th e  earth .

F or fa ith  in  o u rse lv es  o r  in  a n y th in g  e ls e  is  e sse n tia lly  
fa ith  in  G o d , an d  " w ith  G o d  a ll  th in g s  are p o s s ib le .” F a ith  
is  o u r  p rim ary  con tact w ith  G o d ’s lim it le s s  p o w e r . W h e n  
th is  fa ith  is e sta b lish e d , it  rea d ily  m a n ife s ts  i t s e l f  in  o u tw a rd , 
m a ter ia l, ea rth ly  w ays.

B u t w h a t h a p p e n s  i f  w e  a ttem p t to  lay  u p  " treasures



u p o n  th e  earth ” w ith o u t  first tu r n in g  w ith in  o u r se lv e s?  
T h e  a n sw er  is  c lea r ly  g iv e n  b y  th e  sad  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  
w o r ld ’s fa ilu r e s . T h e  s im p le  reason , in  th e  la st a n a ly sis , w h y  
w e  are to ld  n o t  to  lay  u p  fo r  o u r se lv e s  treasu res u p o n  th e  
earth  is  to  m a k e  u s rea lize  th a t treasures in  h ea v en  m u st  
c o m e  first, an d  th a t a ll ou r p o w e r s  o f  c o n cen tra tio n  an d  o f  
fa ith  m u st b e  d irec ted  in to  sp ir itu a l c h a n n e ls , a fter  w h ic h  
th e  m a ter ia l earth ly  treasures w i l l  ta k e  care o f  th e m se lv e s . W e  
d o  n o t  n e e d  to  lay  u p  th e se  ea r th ly  trea su res; o u r  F ath er  
w il l  d o  th a t fo r  u s  i f  w e  b u t first la y  th e m  u p  " in  h e a v e n .”

I b e lie v e  I h a v e  lea rn ed  th is  m le  fa ir ly  w e ll .  W h e n  I see  
so m e th in g  o r  th in k  o f  so m e th in g  I w a n t, w h e th e r  i t  is  a 
la rg er  b an k  accou n t, o r  a n e w  coat, or e v e n  a n e w  fr ie n d , I 
d o  n o t  start b y  f lo g g in g  m y  b ra in  an d  tr y in g  to  figu re  o u t  
w a y s an d  m ea n s. I rather la u g h  a t th e se  sh o r ts ig h te d  m eth o d s. 
I s im p ly  lo o k  w ith in  m y s e lf  an d  ask  w h e th e r  I h a v e  or  can  
h a v e  th e  n ecessary  fa ith  in  th e  g o o d n e s s  an d  g e n e r o s ity  o f  
m y  F ath er . I b u ild  u p  m y  d e sired  treasu re  in  h e a v e n , w ith in  
m y s e lf . I le a v e  th e  w a y s an d  m e a n s  o f  th e  ea rth ly  m a n i­
fe s ta t io n  to  G o d . I le t  g o , an d  le t  G o d  d o  it. A n d  w h e n  th is  
treasu re  in  h e a v e n  is a u th en tic , w h e n  it  is  th e  real th in g , a  
s te r lin g , u n sh a k a b le , ca lm , sh in in g  fa ith , m y  F ath er  g ra n ts  
m y  prayer w ith  m ira cu lo u s ea se  an d  sw if tn e ss , o f te n  in  w ays  
th a t a sto n ish  m e. I h a v e  c o m e  to  e x p e c t th e  u n e x p e c te d . I 
l iv e  in  a w o r ld  o f  h a p p y  m ira c les , an d  I am  m a r v e lo u sly  
c o n te n t m o s t o f  th e  t im e  an d  p le a sa n tly  a ttu n ed  a lw ays.

It is  n o t  p articu lar ly  d ifficu lt fo r  a n y o n e  to  a c h ie v e  th is .  
It is  s im p ly  a  m atter  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  an d  a p p ly in g  th e  
T ru th  p r in c ip le . T h e  im p o rta n t th in g  is to  lea rn  to  lay  u p  
fo r  o u r se lv e s  treasures in  h e a v e n  as th e  first step , fo r  fr o m  
th e se  in w a rd  treasures a ll o th ers  flo w , as w a ter  fr o m  an in e x ­
h a u st ib le  fo u n ta in . T ry  it  a n d  s e e !

Pray for Vi c t o r y



How to (Demonstrate
T H E  F I R S T  S T E P  IN D E M O N S T R A T I O N

STELLA TERRILL M ANN 

Part One

' v  f p  h is  s e r ie s  o f  a r t ic le s  o n  h o w  to  d e m o n s tr a te  is  w r i t te n  
X  to  g iv e  o th e r s  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  f a c ts  c o n c e rn in g  d e m o n ­

s t r a t io n  as I  h a v e  f o u n d  th e m . O v e r  a  p e r io d  o f  t im e  I  h a v e  
c o n ta c te d  h u n d r e d s  o f  p e o p le  w h o s e  p ro b le m s  h a v e  b e e n  
so lv e d  b y  p ra y e r .  I  h a v e  k e p t  t a b  o n  th e  p ro b le m s  in v o lv e d , 
th e  m e th o d s  u s e d  in  s o lv in g  th e m , a n d  th e  o u tc o m e .

W h a t  I  h a v e  to  say  in  th i s  se r ie s  is  n o t  th e  la s t  w o rd  
o n  th e  s u b je c t,  m a y b e  n o t  th e  b e s t  w o r d  e i th e r .  B u t  i t  is  
a t  le a s t  a  s in c e re  a n d  p r o v e d  w o r d ;  m y  p a r t ic u l a r  w a y  o f  
h e lp i n g  o th e r s  g e t  th e i r  p ra y e r s  a n s w e re d .

I n  g la n c in g  a t  m y  c ase  h is to r ie s  i t  m ig h t  s e e m  th a t  d e m ­
o n s t r a t io n  is a  h i t - a n d -m is s  p ro p o s i t io n .  S o m e tim e s  p e t i ­

t io n e r s  m a d e  th e i r  d e m o n s tr a t io n s ,  so m e tim e s  th e y  d id  n o t .  
B u t  o n  a  c a r e f u l  s tu d y  o f  a l l  th e  fa c ts  th e  re a s o n s  a r e  se e n . 
T h e s e  a re  f a c ts  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  o v e r lo o k e d  i f  w e  a re  to  le a r n  
to  d e m o n s tr a te .  F o r  p a r t  o f  le a r n in g  h o w  to  d o  i t  is  le a r n in g  
h o w  n o t  to  d o  it .  W e  le a r n  b y  f a i l i n g  as w e l l  as b y  su c c e e d in g . 
T h e  t r ic k  is  to  p ro f i t  b y  m is ta k e s  a n d  to  r e p e a t  successes.

T h e  e x p e r ie n c e s  th a t  h a v e  c o m e  u n d e r  m y  o b s e rv a tio n  
as w e l l  as m y  o w n  p e r s o n a l  o n e s  le a d  m e  to  b e lie v e  th a t  th e r e  
a r e  th r e e  s te p s  in  e v e ry  d e m o n s tr a t io n ,  t h o u g h  in  th e  f in a l 
a n a ly s is  th e r e  is  n o  c le a r -c u t s e p a r a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e m . B u t  f o r  
c la r i ty ’s sa k e , th e  b e t t e r  to  u n d e r s ta n d  p r a y e r  a n d  d e m o n s t r a ­
t io n  as a  w h o le ,  I  s h a l l  in  th i s  s e r ie s  s p e a k  o f  i t  a s  c o n s is t in g  
o f  th r e e  s e p a r a te  s te p s .

T h e  f irs t  s te p , as I  se e  it ,  is  s a y in g  th e  w o rd ,  a s k in g  f o r  
w h a t  w e  w a n t.  I f  w e  d o  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  h o w  to  d o  th is  w e  
f a i l .  W e  a re  to ld ,  " Y e  a sk , a n d  re c e iv e  n o t ,  b e c a u se  y e  a sk  
a m is s .”

W h a t  th e n  d o e s  i t  m e a n  to  a sk  a m is s ?  T h e r e  a re  s e v e ra l 
w a y s  in  w h ic h  w e  a re  q u i te  lik e ly  to  a sk  a m iss . T h e  m o s t



c o m m o n  w a y  is  to  b e  c o n fu s e d  a s  to  w h a t  o u r  la c k  r e a l ly  is ;  
to  a sk  f o r  a  th i n g  th a t  w e  n e i th e r  w a n t  n o r  n e e d — b e c a u se  
i t  appears to  b e  w h a t  w e  w a n t— a n d  in  so  d o in g  to  m is s  th e  
w h o le  p o in t ,  r e m a in  b l in d  to  th e  th i n g  w e  r e a l ly  w a n t  a n d  
f o r  w h ic h  w e  s h o u ld  p ra y .

H e r e  is  a n  e x a m p le . A  y o u n g  w o m a n  c a m e  to  m e  f o r  
h e lp  in  h e r  w r i t in g  e ffo r ts . S h e  h a d  b e e n  w r i t in g  f o r  tw o  
y e a rs  a n d  h a d  n o t  s o ld  a  l in e . S h e  w a n te d  p ra y e rs  to  h e lp  

h e r  s e l l  h e r  w o rk .
" E v e ry  t im e  I  s t a r t  a  s to ry ,’’ s h e  s a id , " I  p r a y  e a rn e s tly  

th a t  i t  w i l l  s e ll th e  f irs t  t im e  o u t .  W h e n  I  m a i l  i t  I  p r a y  
a g a in  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  b o u g h t .  H e lp  m e  to  t r e a t  th e  e d i to r s  f o r  a  

w il l in g n e s s  to  b u y  m y  w o r k .”
" W e  d o  n o t  n e e d  to  t r e a t  th e  e d i to r s ,”  I  s a id . " W e  n e e d  

to  t r e a t  y o u . T h e  e d i to r s  a r e  a l r e a d y  w i l l i n g  to  b u y  y o u r  
m a te r ia l  i f  y o u  s e n d  th e m  w h a t  th e y  w a n t .  T h e y  w a n t  w h a t  
th e i r  r e a d e r s  w a n t .  T h e r e  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  e n o u g h  g o o d  
s to r ie s ,  e n o u g h  in s p i r i n g  a n d  h e lp f u l  a r t ic le s ,  e n o u g h  s p a r k l in g  
a n d  in t e r e s t in g  r e a d in g  f o r  r e a d e r s .  I f  y o u  c a n  a c tu a lly  p r o ­
d u c e  s o m e th in g  re a d e r s  w a n t ,  th e  e d i to r s  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  

b u y  i t . ”

" I  d o n ’t  a g re e  w i th  y o u ,”  s h e  s a id  s a d ly . " I t  is  b e c a u se  
th e r e  is  o n ly  a  l i t t l e  sp a c e , a n d  i t  is  f i l le d  b y  fa m o u s  w r ite r s ,  
le a v in g  n o  c h a n c e  f o r  a n  u n k n o w n  w r i t e r .”

I t  w a s  n o  u se  to  t e l l  h e r  th a t  s h e  w a s  w ro n g , th a t  e v e ry  
f a m o u s  w r i t e r  w a s  o n c e  a  b e g in n e r .  I n s te a d  I g o t  a t  h e r  re a s o n s  
f o r  w a n t in g  to  w r ite .

T h e  y o u n g  la d y  w a s  m u c h  s u r p r is e d  to  d is c o v e r  s h e  
d id  n o t  w a n t  to  b e  a  w r i t e r  a t  a ll ,  th a t  s h e  h a d  n o  g r e a t  
m e s s a g e  f o r  t h e  w o r ld ,  d id  n o t  c a re  to  l e a r n  h o w  to  p a in t  
w o r d  p ic tu re s ,  n o r  y e t to  r e p o r t  o r  a n a ly z e . W h a t  s h e  re a l ly  
w a n te d  w a s  t o  e a rn  m o n e y , a n d  s h e  h a d  h e a r d  t h a t  w r i t in g  
w a s  a n  e asy  w a y  to  e a r n  it .

B y  p r o b in g  s t i l l  f u r th e r  w e  d is c o v e re d  th a t  s h e  d id  n o t  
w a n t  to  e a r n  m o n e y  so  m u c h  a s  sh e  w a n te d  to  g e t  aw a y  
f r o m  a  m o s t  u n h a p p y  h o m e  l i f e .  S h e  l iv e d  w i th  h e r  b r o th e r  
a n d  h is  w i f e  a n d  a rd e n t ly  “ h a t e d ”  ( h e r  o w n  w o r d )  h e r



s is te r - in - la w . H a v in g  n o  m o n e y  o f  h e r  o w n  a n d  n e v e r  h a v in g  
b e e n  t r a in e d  to  e a r n  h e r  l iv in g ,  sh e  f e l t  sh e  h a d  to  b e  s u p ­
p o r t e d  b y  h e r  b r o th e r  a n d  h is  w ife .

T h e  y o u n g  w o m a n  so o n  s a w  sh e  h a d  b e e n  a s k in g  a m iss  
w h e n  sh e  p r a y e d  to  b e  e n a b le d  to  s e ll a  s to ry . W e  a g re e d  
to  p u t  a s id e  th e  id e a  o f  h e r  w a n t in g  to  w r i t e  in  o r d e r  to  
e a r n  a  l iv in g  a n d  b e  a b le  to  g e t  a w a y  f r o m  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  
s h e  d id  n o t  l ik e  a n d  in to  o n e  s h e  w o u ld  l ik e . W e  a g re e d  to  
b e g in  w h e re  w e  p ro p e r ly  s h o u ld ,  w i th  w h a t  s h e  d id  w a n t  
a n d  h a d  a  r i g h t  to  e x p e c t :  h e r  r i g h t f u l  p la c e , a  w o r k  to  d o , 
p e a c e , h a rm o n y , su p p ly , h a p p in e s s .

" A n y th in g  b u t  h o u s e w o rk ,”  s a id  th e  p e t i t i o n e r  w h e n  w e  
b e g a n  t r y in g  to  d e c id e  w h a t  h e r  r i g h t  p la c e  w a s .

T h a t  w a s  a n o th e r  s tu m b l in g  b lo c k  th a t  h a d  to  b e  d u g  
u p  a n d  th r o w n  o u t  b e f o r e  w e  c o u ld  p ro c e e d . F o r  I  h a v e  
f o u n d  th e r e  c a n  b e  n o  fu z z y  th in k in g ,  n o  h id d e n  h a te s  a n d  
r e s e rv a tio n s , w h e n  i t  c o m e s  to  d e m o n s t r a t in g .  I n  th i s  case  
w e  d is c o v e re d  th a t  th e  g i r l  h a te d  h o u s e w o rk  b e c a u se  s h e  d id  
i t  e v e ry  d a y  w i th  th e  s i s te r - in - la w  s h e  h a te d .  I n  o th e r  w o rd s ,  
s h e  h a d  g iv e n  i t  a  p o w e r  o v e r  h e r .

F in a l ly  th e  g i r l  s a w  th e  t r u th  a b o u t  th a t  to o . S h e  d id  n o t  
h a te  th e  h o u s e w o rk  o r  th e  s is te r - in - la w . S h e  h a te d  h e r s e lf .  
S h e  w a s  a n g ry  w i th  h e r s e l f  b e c a u se  s h e  h a d  to  a c c e p t h e r  
b r o th e r ’s s u p p o r t ,  a n d  b e in g  " d e c e n t  a t  h e a r t ,”  s h e  h a te d  
to  d o  th is  b e c a u se  i t  r o b b e d  th e  b r o t h e r ’s w if e  o f  th in g s  
r i g h t f u l ly  h e r s .

A t  th e  b o t to m  o f  i t  a l l  w a s  a  se n se  o f  sh a m e . T h e  g i r l  
h a te d  h e r s e l f  e v e ry  d a y  f o r  n o t  b e in g  s e l f - s u p p o r t in g .  I t  
b o ls te r e d  h e r  e g o  a n d  " s a v e d  h e r  fa c e ”  to  im a g in e  s h e  w a s  
m a k in g  a  sa c r if ic e  b y  a c c e p t in g  s u p p o r t  f r o m  h e r  b ro th e r .  
T h i s  a ls o  e x p la in e d  w h y  h e r  s to r ie s  w e re  n o t  a c c e p ta b le . T h e y  
w e re  a l l  w r i t te n  a r o u n d  a  m e a n  w o m a n  w h o  k e p t  h e r  h u s ­
b a n d ’s s is te r  a  s lav e .

W i t h  a l l  th e  fa ls e  id e a s  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y  a n d  w i th  th e  
d e s i r e  c le a r ly  b e fo r e  u s , w e  k n e w  w h a t  to  p r a y  f o r  a n d  s e t 
to  w o rk . T h e  g i r l  so o n  w a s  w o r k in g  in  t h e  h o m e  o f  a  y o u n g  
a tto rn e y  w h o s e  w i f e  n e e d e d  h e lp  w i th  th e  tw o  y o u n g  c h i ld r e n .



S h e  w a s  h a p p y  th e r e ,  a n d  d is c o v e re d  th a t  s h e  l ik e d  h o m e ­
m a k in g  v e ry  m u c h . S h e  m e t  a n d  m a r r ie d  a  y o u n g  a t to rn e y  
f r i e n d  o f  h e r  e m p lo y e r ’s. H e r  o n ly  a t te m p ts  a t  w r i t in g  w e re  
m a d e  in  e x c h a n g in g  c o o k in g  re c ip e s  w i th  h e r  s is te r - in - la w , 
w h o m  s h e  n o t  o n ly  le a r n e d  to  re s p e c t  b u t  to  lo v e . S h e  h a d  a t 
la s t  f o u n d  h e r  r i g h t f u l  p la c e , a  w o r k  to  d o , su p p ly , p e a c e , 
h a rm o n y  a n d  h a p p in e s s .

I f  y o u  a re  f a i l i n g  to  d e m o n s t r a te  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  so m e  
p a r t ic u la r  p ro b le m , ta k e  i t  a p a r t ;  k e e p  a s k in g  y o u rs e lf ,  " W h y  
d o  I  w a n t  i t  th is  w a y ? ”  u n t i l  y o u  g e t  to  th e  b o t to m  o f  it ,  th e  
b a r e  t r u th .  T h e n  b e g in  a l l  o v e r  a g a in . Y o u r  t r o u b le  m a y  b e  
l ik e  t h a t  o f  th e  g i r l  a b o v e . Y o u  m a y  b e  a s k in g  a m iss  b y  
f a i l i n g  to  se e  y o u r  n e e d s  c le a r ly .

T h e  s e c o n d  w a y  in  w h ic h  w e  o f t e n  a sk  a m iss  w h e n  w e  
p ra y  is a s k in g  f o r  d e f in i te  th in g s  th a t  a r e  n o t  i n  l in e  w i th  
G o d ’s la w  o f  p ro g re s s iv e  g o o d  f o r  a l l  m e n . T h is  is  m y  o w n  
lo o s e  w o r d in g  o f  th e  la w  th a t  w e  a l l  k n o w  is o p e r a t in g  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  u n iv e r s e ;  th e  la w  th a t  G o d  h a s  e s ta b lis h e d  
a n d  b y  w h ic h  H e  f o r e v e r  c a rr ie s  m a n  fo r w a r d  o n  H is  ro a d  
to w a r d  c iv i l iz a tio n  a n d  H is  f in a l  g o a l .  E m e rs o n  sp e a k s  o f  
th i s  la w  a s  p r o te c t in g  m e n  f r o m  e a c h  o th e r ’s e v i l  ( i g n o r a n c e )  
a n d  p o in t s  o u t  th a t  u n d e r  i t  th e  p u re ly  se lf ish  ac ts  o f  m e n  
a re  tu r n e d  in to  g o o d  f o r  a ll . S u c h  a  la w  d o e s  e x is t.  T o  a sk  
c o n tr a ry  to  th i s  la w  is to  a sk  a m iss .

I  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  m a d e  th a t  r e s u l te d  
in  h a r m  to  o th e r s  w h i le  o f  b e n e f i t  to  o n e . A l l  m e n  a re  
b r o th e r s  c re a te d  b y  th e  o n e  F a th e r ,  G o d . M a n  lo se s  s ig h t  o f  
th i s  f a c t  a n d  o f t e n  a t t e m p ts  to  g e t  b e n e f i ts  f o r  h im s e l f  th a t  
in v o lv e  h a r m  to  o th e r s .  T h e  re s u lts  o f  su c h  a t t e m p ts  a re  o n ly  
te m p o ra r y  a n d  b r in g  g r e a t  t r ia l s  a n d  s u f fe r in g  in  th e i r  w a k e , 
m o s t  o f  a l l  to  th e  o n e  w h o  b r o u g h t  th e m  a b o u t.  G o d  d o e s  n o t  
p u n is h  su c h  a  p e r s o n ; h e  p u n is h e s  h im s e l f .

H e r e  is  a n  e x a m p le . A n  o ff ice r o f  th e  la w  c a m e  to  m e  
a n d  s a id :  " M y  c o m p la in t  is  o f  th e  la w ’s d e la y . E v e n  H a m le t  
c o m p la in e d  o f  it .  T h e r e  i s n ’t  a n y th in g  I  c a n  d o  a b o u t  i t .  B u t  
m a y b e  G o d  c a n . I  t h i n k  H e  s h o u ld .  A l l  I  a sk  is  ju s t ic e  u n d e r  
t h e  la w .”



H is  id e a  o f  ju s t ic e  w a s  a t  f a u l t .  H e  f e a r e d  h e  w o u ld  lo se  
h is  jo b  u n le s s  c e r ta in  fa c ts  b e c a m e  k n o w n  to  c e r ta in  p e o p le , 
a n d  h e  f e l t  ju s t i f ie d  in  ta k in g  a n y  m e a n s  to  m a k e  th o s e  fa c ts  
k n o w n — " t h o u g h  i t  m ig h t  m e a n  s e n d in g  tw o  m e n  to  p r i s o n ,”  
h e  a d d e d .

" A n d  y o u ’r e  n o t  e v e n  s u re  th e y  a re  g u i l ty ?  W h a t  a b o u t  
th e i r  in n o c e n t  w iv e s  a n d  c h i ld r e n ?  I t  is  n o t  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  
y o u  to  h u r t  o th e r s  in  o r d e r  to  m a k e  a  l iv in g .  Y o u  m u s t  
t r e a t  th e s e  m e n  as b ro th e r s ,  f o r  y o u  a re  s p i r i tu a l  b ro th e r s .  
I f  y o u r  d e m a n d s  a r e  le s s  th a n  g o o d  f o r  a l l ,  th e n  in  th e  lo n g  
r u n  y o u  a re  h a r m in g  a n d  n o t  h e lp i n g  y o u r s e l f .”

" J u s t ic e  o u g h t  to  b e  d o n e ,”  h e  a rg u e d  s tu b b o rn ly .

" J u s t ic e  w i l l  b e  d o n e ,”  I  a g re e d . " B u t  n o t  v e n g e a n c e . 
W e  s h a l l  d e m o n s tr a te  f o r  a  ju s t ic e  th a t  in c lu d e s  ju s t ic e  f o r  
a l l ,  e v e n  f o r  th o s e  w h o  y o u  th i n k  h a v e  h a r m e d  y o u , e v e n  y o u r  
so -c a lle d  e n e m ie s . I f  w e  a r e  to  c a ll  th e  la w  to  o u r  a id , w e  
m u s t  c o m e  w i th  c le a n  h a n d s .  T h i s  is  as t r u e  o f  s p i r i tu a l  la w  
as i t  is  o f  m a n - m a d e  la w .”

T h e  o ff ice r f in a lly  sa w  th a t  t r u th ,  ju s t ic e , a n d  m e rc y  a re  
p r in c ip le s  a n d  n o t  th in g s  a n d  th a t  th e y  n e v e r  v a ry  o r  s t r e tc h  
to  s u i t  th e  s i tu a t io n  o r  th e  p e t i t io n e r .  T h e y  a re  e te rn a l .  
H e  s a w  th a t  h e  n e e d  n o t  e v e n  a sk  f o r  ju s t ic e  b e c a u se , l ik e  a ll 
s p i r i tu a l  la w s , i t  is  s e l f -o p e r a t in g .  S p ir i tu a l  la w s  a re  a lw a y s  
" k e p t . ”  W e  ig n o r a n t ly  o r  f o o l is h ly  a t t e m p t  to  o p e ra te  o u r  
l i f e  a n d  a ffa irs  c o n tr a ry  t o  th e m , a n d  w e  b r e a k  o u rs e lv e s  b u t  
n o t  th e  la w s .

W e  s e t to  w o r k  o n  th e  o ff ice r’s p ro b le m . S o o n  h e  w a s  s e n t  
to  a n o th e r  S ta te  to  r e tu r n  a n  e sc a p e d  p r i s o n e r .  T h is ,  h e  
o b s e rv e d , " n e a t ly  l i f t e d  h im  o u t  o f  th e  w h o le  m e s s .”

O n  h is  r e tu r n  th e  o ff ice r s a id , " T h e  la w ’s d e la y  is a  g o o d  
t h i n g  a t  t h a t . ”  H is  p r i s o n e r  w a s  in n o c e n t .  B u t  b e c a u se  h e  
h a d  o n c e  b e e n  in  p r i s o n  a n d  b e c a u se  o f  o th e r  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  
h e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a b le  to  p ro v e  h im s e l f  in n o c e n t .  T h e  o fficer 
h e lp e d  " d e la y ”  th e  la w  u n t i l  th e  fa c ts  c o u ld  b e  g a th e r e d .  H e  
g o t  so  w r a p p e d  u p  in  d o in g  i t  th a t  h e  f o r g o t  h is  o w n  p r o b ­
le m , e x c e p t t h a t  h e  k e p t  k n o w in g  h e  d id  n o t  h a v e  to  w o r ry ;  
t h a t  i t  w o u ld  t u r n  o u t  a l l  r i g h t  f o r  a l l  c o n c e rn e d .



T h e  o u tc o m e  w a s  a  n e w  jo b  f o r  h im , w h ic h  g r e w  o u t  o f  
w o rk  d o n e  f o r  th e  p r i s o n e r .  T h e  c o n d i t io n  th a t  h a d  so  
a ro u s e d  h im  c a m e  to  a  h e a d ,  w a s  d is c o v e re d , c le a re d  u p , w i th ­
o u t  c o s t in g  h im  t im e , m o n e y , o r  u n h a p p in e s s .  H is  d e m ­

o n s t r a t io n  c a m e  w i th in  th e  la w  o f  g o o d .

I f  y o u  a re  t r y in g  to  s o lv e  a  p ro b le m  b y  p ra y e r ,  lo o k  
c lo se ly  to  th is  p o in t :  D o e s  y o u r  a n s w e r  in v o lv e  h a r m in g  
o th e r s ?  I s  y o u r  p e t i t i o n  b a s e d  o n  th e  th e o r y  th a t  y o u  w i l l  
b e  f a v o r e d  a n d  b le s se d , r e g a rd le s s  o f  w h a t  h a r m  y o u r  g o o d  
m a y  c a u se  to  o th e r s ?

A  th i r d  w a y  a n d ,  I  h a v e  fo u n d ,  a  w a y  in  w h ic h  w e  a sk  
a m iss  m o r e  o f te n  th a n  w e  re a l iz e  is  to  a sk  f o r  m o r e  th a n  
w e  a re  a l r e a d y  u s in g ,  to  lo o k  to w a r d  a  f u t u r e  d e s ire ,  f a i l i n g  
to  se e  w h a t  is a l r e a d y  a t  h a n d .  T h is  is  p r o o f  o f  a  f a i lu r e  
to  b e  th a n k f u l .  B y  f a i l i n g  o r  r e f u s in g  to  u s e  w h a t  w e  h a v e  
w e  f a i l  to  ta k e  so m e  s te p  n e c e ssa ry  to  d e m o n s tr a t io n .  A lw a y s  
w e  m u s t  u se  w h a t  w e  h a v e  in  o r d e r  t o  g e t  m o re . A lw a y s  w e  
m u s t  b e  th a n k f u l  a n d  b e  w i l l in g  to  ta k e  th e  f irs t  s te p . T h is  
is  a  p a r t  o f  a s k in g  a r ig h t .

T h i s  e x a m p le  c o m e s  to  m in d .  A  w o m a n  c a m e  to  m e  f o r  
h e lp  in  d e m o n s t r a t in g  m o n e y . S h e  w a n te d  h e r  a u n t ,  a  w e a l th y  
w id o w , to  g iv e  h e r  th r e e  th o u s a n d  d o l la r s  w i th  w h ic h  to  
b u y  a  l i t t l e  h o m e . F e a r in g  th e  a u n t  m ig h t  m a r ry  th e  a t to rn e y  
w h o  w a s  h a n d l i n g  h e r  a ffa irs  a n d  h a v e  h e r  f o r tu n e  s q u a n ­
d e re d ,  s h e  a ls o  w a n te d  th e i r  r e la t io n s h ip  b ro k e n  u p .

T h e  w o m a n  h a d  n o t  a sk e d  h e r  a u n t  f o r  a  g i f t  o r  a  lo a n . 
" S h e  is  so  m e a n  a n d  so  s t in g y  a n d  so  b a d  te m p e r e d  I  c a n ’t  a sk  
h e r ! S h e  n e v e r  w o u ld  d o  i t  a n y h o w .”

" Y o u  d o n ’t  n e e d  m y  h e lp ,”  I  s a id . " Y o u r  p ra y e r ,  th e  
th i n g  y o u  m o s t a r d e n t ly  b e lie v e  in , is  b e in g  a n s w e re d . Y o u  
d o  n o t  e x p e c t  h e r  to  h e lp  y o u , a n d  sh e  h a s  n o t  d o n e  so . L e t ’s 
f o r g e t  th e  a u n t  a n d  w o r k  o n  y o u . I n  o r d e r  to  g e t  y o u  m u s t  
g iv e . W h a t  d o  y o u  h a v e  to  g iv e  y o u r  a u n t ,  o r  th e  w o r ld ,  th a t  
n o  o n e  e ls e  c a n  g iv e  so  w e l l ? ”

" N o t h i n g !  W e  a re  p o o r .  W e  h a v e  f o u r  y o u n g  c h i ld r e n .  
M y  a u n t  liv e s  a lo n e  in  a  b ig  h o u s e  w i th  tw o  s e rv a n ts  a n d  
h a s  m o r e  m o n e y  th a n  s h e  k n o w s  w h a t  to  d o  w i th !  T h a t



c ro o k e d  a t to rn e y  is  m a k in g  h e r  b e lie v e  h e  lo v e s  her'. S h e  
g o e s  o u t  w i th  h im  b e c a u se  s h e  is lo n e ly . S h e— —"

" H o w  m u c h  m o n e y  w o u ld  sh e  h a v e  to  s p e n d  to  b u y  g e n  
u in e  a p p re c ia t io n ,  g e n u in e  lo v e , g e n u in e  c o m p a n io n s h ip  a n d  
a d m ir a t io n  f r o m  h e r  o n ly  l i v in g  r e la t iv e s ? ’’ I  in t e r r u p te d .

T h e  w o m a n  b lu s h e d ,  s e e in g  w h a t  I  m e a n t .  W h e n  w e  
b e g a n  to  l i s t  w h a t  s h e  h a d  to  g iv e , s h e  w a s  s u r p r is e d  to  f in d  
h o w  m u c h  s h e  h a d  to  o ffe r  th e  a u n t .  " P r a c t ic e  T r u t h  l iv in g  
o n  h e r ,”  I  s a id . " D o  n o t  lo o k  to  h e r  f o r  su p p ly . L o o k  to  
G o d . S in c e  s h e  is  th e  s h a r p e s t  th o r n  in  y o u r  s id e , g iv e  to  
h e r .  G iv e  lo v e , a p p re c ia t io n ,  a n d  g o  o u t  o f  y o u r  w a y  to  f in d  
h e r  g o o d  q u a l i t ie s ,  f o r  b e in g  a  c h i ld  o f  G o d ,  s h e  d o e s  h a v e  
th e m . A w a k e n  y o u r  o w n  C h r i s t  S p i r i t  w i th in  y o u , l e a r n  to  
s p e a k  th r o u g h  i t  to  th e  C h r is t  S p i r i t  in  e v e ry o n e  y o u  m e e t ;  
a n d  th o u g h  y o u r  a u n t  n e v e r  g iv e s  y o u  a  c e n t ,  y o u r  n e e d s  
w i l l  b e  m e t .  G iv e  th a n k s  f o r  a l l  t h a t  y o u  a lr e a d y  h a v e . T h is  
w i l l  h e lp  to  o p e n  y o u r  ey es to  n e w  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .”

T h e  w o m a n  m a d e  a  s in c e re  e ffo r t. T h e  a u n t  d id  n o t  g iv e  
th e m  m o n e y . B u t  th e y  g o t  a  h o m e . T h e  f o u r  c h i ld r e n  b e ­
c a m e  v e ry  f o n d  o f  th e  a u n t ,  w h o s e  " d i s p o s i t io n  im p ro v e d  l ik e  
m a g ic ,”  a c c o rd in g  to  h e r  n ie c e . S u p p ly  c a m e , b u t  n o t  a  c e n t  
f r o m  th e  a u n t.  T h e  w o m a n  a n d  h e r  f a m ily  c o n t in u e d  th e i r  
T r u t h  a n d  p r a y e r  p ro g r a m  u n t i l  th e y  o u tg r e w  a n y  n e e d  o f  
th e  a u n t.

L a te r  th e  a u n t  w e n t  to  l iv e  w i th  h e r  n ie c e  a n d  fa m ily , 
s a y in g  th e y  w e re  th e  o n ly  p e o p le  in  th e  w o r ld  w h o  re a lly  
lo v e d  h e r  f o r  h e r s e l f  a lo n e , th e  o n ly  o n e s  w h o  u n d e r s to o d  
h e r ,  m a d e  a l lo w a n c e  f o r  h e r  m is ta k e s , a n d  m a d e  h e r  th in k  
l i f e  w a s  w o r th  w h ile .  T h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  g r e w  in to  a  s i tu a t io n  
th a t  w a s  g o o d  f o r  a l l  c o n c e rn e d , b e y o n d  th e  d re a m s  o f  an y  
o f  t h e m ; a  s i tu a t io n  th a t  n e v e r  c o u ld  h a v e  c o m e  in to  e x is te n c e  
h a d  th e  w o m a n  g o t  t h e  th r e e  th o u s a n d  d o l la r s  w h e n  sh e  
w a n te d  it .  I t  w a s  n o t  m o n e y  sh e  n e e d e d  b u t  a  k n o w le d g e  
o f  G o d  a n d  H is  w ay s . S h e  d id  n o t  n e e d  th e  a u n t ’s lo v e , b u t  
s h e  d id  n e e d  to  lo v e  th e  a u n t .  S h e  d id  n o t  n e e d  to  c h a n g e  
th e  a u n t ;  s h e  n e e d e d  to  c h a n g e  h e r  o w n  id e a s  o f  l i f e .  
B a s ic a lly , h e r  p r o b le m  w a s  n o t  h o w  to  g e t  b u t  h o w  to  g iv e .



O n c e  s h e  le a r n e d  to  c o u n t  h e r  b le s s in g s  th e y  in c re a s e d . W h e n  
s h e  le a r n e d  to  b e  th a n k f u l  f o r  w h a t  s h e  h a d  s h e  g o t  m o re .

R e v ie w in g , w e  s e e  th a t  th e  f i r s t  s te p  in  d e m o n s t r a t in g  
is t o  a sk  a r ig h t  a n d  n o t  a m iss . W e  a sk  a m iss  w h e n  o u r  
a n s w e r  d e p e n d s  u p o n  c e r ta in  p e o p le ,  p la c e s , o r  th in g s  i n ­

s te a d  o f  p r in c ip le s .  W e  a s k  a m iss  i f  w e  a sk  o u ts id e  G o d ’s 
la w  o f  p ro g r e s s iv e  g o o d  f o r  a l l  m a n k in d .  W e  a s k  a m iss  i f  
w e  f a i l  to  u s e  w h a t  w e  a lr e a d y  h a v e , i f  w e  f a i l  to  c o u n t  o u r  
b le s s in g s  a n d  b e  g r a te f u l ,  i f  w e  r e f u s e  to  ta k e  th e  f i r s t  s te p  
in  T r u th ,  lo v e , f o rg iv e n e s s  a n d  o th e r  C h r is t i a n  p r in c ip le s .

I n  o u r  n e x t  a r t ic le  w e  s h a l l  d is c u ss  th e  se c o n d  s te p  in  

d e m o n s t r a t in g ,  w h ic h  is  f a i th .
T o  B e  C o n tin u e d

"And T his Shall Be a Sign’’
Grace Noll Crowell

" Y e  s h a l l  f in d  th e  b a b e  . . m e n  a lw a y s  n e e d  a  

s ig n .
O u r  eyes a re  d im , o u r  f a i th  to o  f a i n t  b y  fa r ,

A n d  so  w i th i n  th e  h e a v e n s  s e t to  s h in e  

G o d  h a n g s  a  s ta r .

A n d  a l l  w h o  f o l lo w  i t  w i l l  f in d  th e  C h r is t :
T h e  l i t t l e  c h i ld ,  t h e  e a rn e s t  la d , t h e  m a n

W h o  g iv e s  h is  b e s t , w h ic h  n e v e r  h a s  b e e n  p r ic e d  

S in c e  t im e  b e g a n .

" A n d  th i s  shall be a  s i g n ” : t h e  l i v in g  L o rd  
W h o  c a m e  to  e a r th  t h a t  f a r -o f f  C h r is tm a s  n ig h t

W i l l  w a i t  f o r  a l l  w h o  s e e k  th r o u g h  H is  d e a r  w o r d  

F o r  T r u t h  a n d  l ig h t .

H e  w i l l  a c c e p t th e  w o r s h ip  o f  e a c h  o n e
W h o  k n e e ls  b e f o r e  H im  r e v e re n tly  in  p ra y e r .

O h ,  le t  u s  g o  in  h a s te  to  f in d  G o d ’s S o n —

T h e  s ig n  is  t h e r e !



The Sacrament of Giving
ANNIE S. GREENWOOD

hen  giving is done rightly it becomes an act so
s a c re d  a n d  b le s se d  th a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  c o n s id e re d  a  

s a c ra m e n t .  T o  g iv e  in  th e  p r o p e r  s p i r i t  is  a  h ig h  p r iv i le g e .  
I t  c a n  b e  a  ty p e  o f  w o r s h ip  e x tr e m e ly  b e n e f ic ia l to  th e  g iv e r  
a n d  as h a l lo w e d  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  a s  a n y  o f  th e  b e a u t i f u l  sac ­
r a m e n ts  t h a t  th e  C h r is t i a n  c h u rc h  o b se rv e s .

T h a t  w h ic h  is  h o ly  l i f t s  th e  c o n sc io u sn e s s  to  a  h ig h e r  
p la n e ,  g iv in g  o n e  a  m o r e  fu l ly  d e v e lo p e d  a w a re n e s s  o f  o n e ’s 
o w n  d iv in i ty  t h r o u g h  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  a n  a c t  t h a t  u n if ie s  
th e  in d iv id u a l  w i th  th e  u n iv e r s a l .  D o e s  o u r  g iv in g  m e a s u re  u p  
to  th i s  s t a n d a r d ?  I t  d o e s  i f  w e  a r e  b e s to w in g  u p o n  i t  th e  
th o u g h t  a n d  a t t e n t io n  th a t  i t s  im p o r ta n c e  ju s tif ie s .

I t  m a y  b e  th a t  w e  h a v e  n o t  r e a l iz e d  th e  h ig h  v a lu e  o f  th e  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  g iv in g .  W h e n  a b o u t  to  c e le b ra te  o n e  o f  th e  
f a m i l i a r  s a c ra m e n ts  o f  th e  c h u rc h  w e  d o  so  w i th  a  c o n sc io u s ­
n e s s  o f  i ts  s p i r i tu a l  im p o r ta n c e ,  a n d  w e  a t ta c h  d e e p  s ig n if i­
c a n c e  to  th e  o c c a s io n . L e t  u s  ta k e  th is  s a m e  h ig h  a t t i t u d e  to ­
w a rd  th e  m a t te r  o f  g iv in g ,  w h e th e r  th e  g i f t  b e  ta n g ib le  o r  
in ta n g ib le ,  m a te r ia l  o r  s p i r i tu a l ,  a n d  m a d e  to  a  f r i e n d  o r  to  a 
s t r a n g e r .  F r o m  e a r ly  c h i ld h o o d  w e  a re  a c c u s to m e d  to  g iv in g  
a n d  re c e iv in g  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  o u r  f a m ily . O u r  
m o r e  m a tu r e  p ra c t ic e  o u g h t  to  d e v e lo p  th is  fa m ily  ty p e  o f  
g iv in g  a n d  re c e iv in g  s t i l l  f u r th e r ,  th is  e m p h a s iz in g  th e  
b ro th e r h o o d  o f  a l l  m e n . F r o m  th e  s p i r i tu a l  s t a n d p o in t  w e  
a r e  a l l  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  g r e a t  G o d  f a m i ly ;  a n d  w h a te v e r  w e  
d o  f o r  o th e r  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  se rv ic e , m a te r ia l  g i f ts ,  
o r  k in d ly  th o u g h t f u ln e s s  w e  a re  o n ly  d o in g  f o r  a n o th e r  p a r t  
o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  s e l f .  W e  a r e  a l l  m e m b e rs  o n e  o f  a n o th e r .  
W h e n  g iv in g  is  d o n e  in  th is  c o n sc io u sn e s s  i t  s t r e n g th e n s  th e  
tie s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  b ro th e r h o o d .  S u c h  g iv in g  d o e s  n o t  s to p  to  
c o n s id e r  w h a t  p r e c e d e n t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  e s ta b l i s h e d  b y  th e s e  
p e r s o n s ’ p r e v io u s  g i f t s  o r  se rv ic e s  t o  u s . O u r  g i f t s  a re  
m e a s u re d  in s te a d  b y  th e  n e e d  o f  th e  r e c e iv e r  a n d  b y  o u r



o w n  d e g re e  o f  w is d o m  in  d e c id in g  w h e n  a n d  h o w  to  e n ­
c o u ra g e  a n d  u p l i f t  h im  w i th o u t  i n f r in g i n g  u p o n  h is  in d e ­
p e n d e n c e .  H e  is  a  w is e  m a n  in d e e d  w h o  k n o w s  ju s t  h o w  f a r  
to  g o  in  e x te n d in g  m a te r ia l  a id  to  o th e r s .  I f  o u r  g iv in g  is to  
b e  th o u g h t  o f  as a  s a c r a m e n t w e  s h a l l  n e e d  to  g iv e  i t  th e  lo v ­
in g  a n d  d is c r im in a t in g  c o n s id e ra t io n  d e m a n d e d  b y  a n  a c t so  

h a l lo w e d .

I n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  a n y  g i f t  to  a n  in d iv id u a l ,  t o  a  c h u rc h , 
to  th e  m a n y  w o r th y  c a u se s  so  in s is te n t ly  c la im in g  o u r  a t t e n t io n  
in  th e s e  s t r e n u o u s  d ay s , w e  s h o u ld  k e e p  i t  c le a r ly  in  m in d  th a t  
w e  o u rs e lv e s  fix  i ts  v a lu e  b y  th e  e s t im a te  w e  p la c e  u p o n  it. 
W h e n  w e  h a v e  t r u ly  g iv e n  a c c o rd in g  to  o u r  h ig h e s t  a b il i ty  
a n d  m o s t  c a r e f u l  ju d g m e n t ,  w h e th e r  th e  a m o u n t  b e  l a r g e  o r  
sm a ll ,  w e  s h o u ld  s e n d  i t  f o r th  w i th  a  h ig h  c o n c e p t io n  o f  i ts  
p la c e  in  th e  in f in i te  p la n .  I t  m a y  b e  t h a t  i t  is  o n ly  o n e  t a le n t  
c o m p a r e d  w i th  th e  t e n  th a t  o u r  m o r e  f o r tu n a te  n e ig h b o r  
g iv e s , b u t  i f  i t  is  o u r  b e s t  w e  h a v e  n o  re a s o n  f o r  m a k in g  
e x c u se s  o r  f o r  b e l i t t l i n g  it .  J e s u s  d e c la re d  th a t  th e  w id o w ’s 
m i te  w a s  g r e a te r  th a n  la r g e r  g i f t s  w h ic h  w e r e  th r o w n  c a re ­
le s s ly  a n d  m u n if ic e n tly  in to  th e  T e m p le  tr e a s u ry . I f  w e  h a v e  
g iv e n  in  a  s p i r i t  o f  lo v in g  se lf le s sn e ss  w e  h a v e  n o  c o n c e rn  
a b o u t  th e  s iz e  o f  o u r  g i f t .  O u r  o w n  c o n c e p t io n  o f  i t  e s ta b lis h e s  
its  w o r th  to  o th e r s  a n d  i t s  c o n s e q u e n t  b le s s in g  to  u s.

T o  g iv e  o f  tim e , se rv ic e s , g o o d s ,  o r  m o n e y  ta k e s  aw a y  
f r o m  o u r  p r e s e n t  su p p ly . T h a t  is  o b v io u s . I t  m u s t  f o l lo w  
th e n  th a t  a  v a c u u m  is c re a te d . B u t  a  v a c u u m  is s o m e th in g  th a t  
n a tu r e  d o e s  n o t  t o l e r a t e ;  s h e  im m e d ia te ly  ru s h e s  in  a  n e w  
s u p p ly  to  ta k e  th e  p la c e  o f  t h a t  w h ic h  is g o n e . I n  n a tu r a l  
sc ie n c e  w e  k n o w  th is  to  b e  t r u e ;  i t  is  e q u a lly  t r u e  in  th e  
r e a lm  o f  S p ir i t .  I n  f a c t  i t  is  so  o u ts ta n d in g ly  t r u e  t h a t  m a n y  
in d iv id u a l s  h a v e  le a r n e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  g e n e ro u s  g iv in g  to  
in s u re  th e i r  c o n t in u o u s  s u p p ly  o f  m a te r ia l  a b u n d a n c e  e v e n  
a t  t im e s  w h e n  re s o u rc e s  s e e m  to  b e  r u n n i n g  lo w . E x p e r ie n c e  
p ro v e s  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  t h a t  th e  w a y  to  m a k e  s u re  o f  a d d i t io n a l  
in c o m e  a t  su c h  t im e s  is to  d o  so m e  a d d i t io n a l  g iv in g .  W e  
m a y  s a fe ly  d e p e n d  u p o n  th e  w o r k in g  o f  th e  s p i r i tu a l  la w . 
U n d e r  su c h  c irc u m s ta n c e s  th e  m a k in g  o f  a  g i f t  to  a  th o r -



o u g h ly  w o r th y  c a u se  d e f in ite ly  p ro v e s  th e  f a i th  o f  th e  g iv e r ;  
a n d  th is  f a i th  is  th e  a s s u ra n c e  o f  h is  p e r s o n a l  p ro s p e r i ty .

I f  o u r  g i f t  to  a n o th e r  p e r s o n  is  o n e  o f  th o u g h t f u ln e s s  o r  
k in d ly  se rv ic e , o r  o f  a  c o n c re te  m a te r ia l  n a tu r e ,  i t  c e r ta in ly  
te n d s  to  th e  e n h a n c in g  o f  f r ie n d s h ip ,  a n d  f r i e n d s h ip  is  o n e  
o f  o u r  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  a sse ts . O f  c o u rs e  w e  a re  n o t  g iv in g  f o r  
th e  sa k e  o f  b u y in g  a n y o n e ’s f r i e n d s h ip ,  b u t  as a  b y -p r o d u c t  i t  is  
a m o n g  th e  m o s t  in t e r e s t in g  a n d  s a t is f y in g  re s u l ts  o f  g iv in g . 
L i f e  is  m a d e  u p  o f  l i t t l e  th in g s ,  a n d  w e  o f t e n  f in d  th a t  th e  
d e l ig h t f u l  f r i e n d s h ip  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  e v e n  a n  a p p a r e n t ly  i n ­
s ig n if ic a n t  b i t  o f  th o u g h t f u ln e s s  o n  o u r  p a r t  m a k e s  o n e  o f  
th e  v e ry  b r ig h te s t  s p o ts  in  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e . I t  e n r ic h e s  u s. I n  
th e s e  tim e s  o f  w o r ld  c o n fu s io n  a n d  g r e a t  n e e d  w e  a re  fa c e d  
d a i ly  w i th  u r g e n t  c a lls  f o r  h e lp  a lo n g  r e l ig io u s  a n d  p h i l a n ­
th r o p ic  l in e s . O u r  r e s p o n s e  t o  s u c h  c a lls  b r in g s  u s  a  ty p e  o f  
r ic h e s  n o t  to  b e  h a d  in  a n y  o th e r  w a y ;  r ic h e s  o f  s p i r i t  th a t  
t h r i l l  u s  t h r o u g h  a n d  th r o u g h  b e c a u se  w e  k n o w  w e  a re  c o ­
o p e r a t in g  w i th  G o d  b y  m e a n s  o f  s e rv ic e  to  H is  c h i ld r e n :  o u r  
b ro th e r s  a n d  s is te r s  r e g a r d le s s  o f  n a t io n a l i ty ,  c o lo r ,  o r  s ta tu s . 
W e  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  e x u l ta n t  ec s ta sy  w h ic h  c o m e s  f r o m  ac ­
t iv e ly  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  th e  F a th e r ’s w o rk , f r o m  k n o w in g  th a t  
w e  a re  im p o r t a n t  to  H im  as  a  c h a n n e l  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  H e  
e x p re s se s  H im s e l f .  T h is  is  o n e  o f  th e  r i c h  re w a rd s  o f  r i g h t  
g iv in g .

M a n y  p e r s o n s  b e lie v e  t h a t  w e  c a n  t r a n s m i t  w i th  a  g i f t  
th e  s p i r i tu a l  s u b s ta n c e  o f  a n y  d e s ire  h e ld  in  m in d :  lo v e , f a i th ,  
p ro te c t io n ,  p e a c e , h e a l th .  T h e  a c t o f  f o r m a l ly  b le s s in g  a  
g i f t ,  is  a n  o ld  o n e  a n d  se e m s to  im p a r t  to  th e  g i f t  th e  d e f in ite  
s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i ty  th a t  o n e  w is h e s  to  c o n v e y  to  th e  re c e iv e r . I f  th e  
g i f t  is  a  le t te r ,  a  g a rm e n t ,  m o n e y , o r  a n y  o th e r  m a te r ia l  th in g ,  
i t  is  p la c e d  in  th e  p a lm  o f  th e  l e f t  h a n d .  T h e  r i g h t  h a n d ,  
p a lm  d o w n w a rd ,  is  th e n  p la c e d  o v e r  i t  a n d  th e  tw o  p a lm s  
p r e s s e d  to g e th e r  w h i le  th e  g iv e r ,  q u ie t ly  a n d  in  s im p le  f a i th ,  
tu r n s  h is  th o u g h t s  to  G o d  a n d  s in c e re ly  a n d  h a p p i ly  b le s se s  
th e  g i f t .  T h i s  t r a n s m i ts  f r o m  th e  p o s i t iv e  p o le  o f  t h e  r ig h t  
h a n d  to  th e  n e g a t iv e  o n e  o f  th e  l e f t  th e  p o w e r  h is  p u r p o s e f u l  
f a i th  h a s  d ir e c te d  to w a rd  th e  a r t ic le  a n d  o n  to w a rd  th e  f u tu r e



re c e iv e r . I t  is  a  lo v e ly  c u s to m  w h ic h  e n r ic h e s  th e  s p i r i tu a l  
c o n sc io u sn e s s  o f  th e  o n e  w h o  g iv e s . T o  te s t  i t  is  a l l  th a t  is  
n e c e ssa ry  in  o r d e r  to  f e e l  th e  w a r m  g lo w  f r o m  h a n d  to  h a n d  
a n d  to  b e  a s s u re d  th a t  a  r ic h  b le s s in g  h a s  g o n e  o u t  f r o m  th e  
h e a r t  o f  th e  g iv e r  to  h im  w h o  is  to  re c e iv e .

" M a y  th e  c o m in g  d a y s  b r in g  y o u  s e c u r ity , p e a c e , h e a l th ,  
lo v e , a n d  d iv in e  p r o t e c t io n ” w o u ld  b e  s u i ta b le  w o rd s  to  u se  
i n  m a n y  cases , a f t e r  th e  h ig h  c o n sc io u sn e s s  o f  lo v in g  p o w e r  
h a d  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d ,  w h i le  th e  h a n d s  r e m a in  a b o v e  a n d  b e ­
lo w  th e  o u tg o in g  g i f t .  W h o  s h a l l  q u e s t io n  th e  m ig h ty  g o o d  
th a t  w o u ld  b e  p u t  in to  a c tio n  i f  su c h  a  p ra c t ic e  w e re  f o l lo w e d  
as o u r  m i l l io n s  o f  R e d  C ro ss  s u p p l ie s  g o  o u t  a n d  o th e r  
m i l l io n s  g o  fo r w a r d  to  th e  m e n  in  s e r v ic e !

W h e n e v e r  w e  t r u ly  te s t  a n y  o r  a l l  o f  th e s e  u sa g e s  in  c o n ­
n e c t io n  w i th  g iv in g  w e  s h a l l  p r o v e  to  o u rs e lv e s  th a t  i t  is  a n  
e x c e e d in g ly  im p o r t a n t  p h a s e  o f  a  m a t te r  t h a t  w e  h a v e  n e v e r  
g iv e n  th e  a t t e n t io n  w e  s h o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  to  it .  W h e n  w e  
g iv e  g e n e ro u s ly ,  lo v in g ly ,  in te l l ig e n t ly ,  w i th  a  h ig h  c o n ­
c e p t io n  o f  w h a t  w e  a re  d o in g ,  a n d  p o u r  th e  s p i r i t  o f  b le s s in g  
in to  th e  g i f t ,  w e  a re  d o in g  m u c h  m o r e  th a n  is  a p p a r e n t  to  th e  
o u tw a rd  eye . W e  a re  e n te r in g  in to  a  p a c t  w i th  G o d . W e  
a re  s h a r in g  w i th  H im  in  a  h ig h  p r iv i le g e .  W e  a r e  te m p o ra r i ly  
e x p a n d in g  o u r  s e l f  to  in c lu d e  o th e r s  f o r  th e  g o o d  o f  m a n ­
k in d .  W e  a re  p a r t a k in g  o f  a  h o ly  s a c r a m e n t t h a t  is  o f  i n ­
e s t im a b le  v a lu e  to  u s . T h is  is  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  a n d  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  
w e  m u s t  a c c e p t as f o l lo w e r s  o f  th e  C h r is t .

W h e n  y o u  r e q u e s t  U n i ty  S c h o o l to  C H A N G E  Y O U R  
A D D R E S S  p le a s e  g iv e  y o u r  p r e v io u s  a d d re s s  as w e ll  
as y o u r  n e w  a d d re s s . B e  s u r e  to  s ta te  w h ic h  o f  o u r  
s ix  m a g a z in e s  y o u  a re  re c e iv in g . G iv e  u s  th e  i n f o r ­
m a t io n  b e f o r e  y o u  m o v e  i f  p o s s ib le .  C o p ie s  o f  m a g a ­
z in e s  m a i le d  to  a n  o ld  a d d re s s  w i l l  n o t  b e  fo r w a r d e d  
b y  th e  p o s tm a s te r  to  y o u r  n e w  a d d re s s  u n le s s  y o u  

le a v e  f o r w a r d in g  p o s ta g e  w i th  h im .
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Part Five

I N o u r  progress along the path of prayer, we pause for 
renunciation and consecration before ascending the heights 

to power and authority.
W e  a re  t r o u b le d ,  s ic k , p o o r ,  a n d  u n h a p p y  b e c a u se  w e  h a v e  

ta k e n  th e  w r o n g  ro a d  th r o u g h  l i f e .  W e  h a v e  fo l lo w e d  w h e re  
th e  se n se s  h a v e  le d , in s te a d  o f  l i s t e n in g  to  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  
th e  s t i l l  s m a l l  v o ic e  w i th in .  W h i l e  w e  e n jo y  th e  p le a s u re s  
o f  th e  se n se s , w e  d o  n o t  r e a l iz e  th e i r  l im i ta t io n s .  I t  is  n o t  
u n t i l  p le a s u re  h a s  s p e n t  i t s e l f  a n d  th e  in e v i ta b le  re a c t io n  o f  
p a in  se ts  in  t h a t  w e  re a l iz e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  c a u g h t  in  th e  w e b  
o f  l im i ta t io n  th a t  w e  h a v e  w o v e n  f o r  o u rs e lv e s . O n ly  th e n  
d o  w e  c la m o r  to  b e  f re e .

I t  is  o n ly  w h e n  w e  p a u s e  to  w o n d e r  th a t  w e  c a tc h  th e  
s u g g e s t io n  o f  th a t  in n e r  c a ll  w h ic h  is  a lw a y s  th e r e  b u t  w h ic h  
w e  s e ld o m  h e e d .  T h is  is  th e  c a ll  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  to  u s  to  tu r n  
a w a y  f r o m  th e  l im i ta t io n s  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  to  c o m e  w i th in  a n d  
b e  r e f r e s h e d  a n d  r e n e w e d . I t  is  u s u a l ly  th e  h e a v y - la d e n , 
th e  w e a ry , th e  s ick , th e  a n x io u s  w h o  tu r n  w i th in .  O n c e  w e  
h a v e  tu r n e d  w i th i n  a n d  f o u n d  th e  r e f r e s h m e n t  a n d  r e s to r a ­
t i o n  f o r  th e  so u l th a t  th e  M a s te r  p ro m is e d ,  w e  a r e  n e v e r  a n x ­
io u s  o r  s ic k  o r  a f r a id  in  th e  s a m e  w a y  a g a in . T r u e  w e  m u s t 
m e e t  p ro b le m s , w e  m u s t  o v e rc o m e  d if f ic u ltie s , w e  m u s t  
g r o w  a n d  d e v e lo p ,  b u t  n e v e r  a g a in  d o  w e  m e e t  l i f e  h e lp le s s  o r  
f u t i l e .  W e  k n o w  th e r e  is  a  w a y  to  m e e t  l i f e  v ic to r io u s ly . 
W e  m a k e  th e  e f fo r t to  m e e t  l i f e  a n d  its  d if f ic u ltie s  u n a f r a id ,  
f o r  w e  c a n  a lw a y s  g o  b a c k  to  th is  p la c e  o f  r e s t  to  b e  s t r e n g th ­
e n e d  a n d  r e n e w e d .

B e c a u se  o f  th e  w e ig h t  o f  th e  ra c e  c o n sc io u sn e s s  c o n t in ­
u a l ly  f i l l in g  th e  e th e r s  a r o u n d  u s , m a k in g  its  d e m a n d s  u p o n  
o u r  a t t e n t io n ,  w e  m u s t  b e  c o n s ta n t ly  c le a n s in g  o u r  m in d  a n d  
h e a r t ;  f o r  w e  m u s t  b e  c le a n s e d  a n d  r e m a in  c le a n  a n d  p u re



i f  w e  w o u ld  b e  p e r f e c t  in s t ru m e n ts  o f  th e  d iv in e  h a rm o n y .
I f  w e  a r e  to  o b ta in  th e  b e n e f i ts  o f  p ra y e r ,  w e  m u s t  r e ­

n o u n c e  th o s e  th in g s  w h ic h  h a v e  in te r p o s e d  th e m s e lv e s  b e ­
tw e e n  u s  a n d  G o d .  I t  is  n o t  e n o u g h  to  s to p  w r o n g  a c tiv ity ;  
w e  m u s t  s to p  th e  t h o u g h t  a n d  f e e l in g  b e h in d  it .

R e n u n c ia t io n  is  r e p u d ia t io n ,  re je c tio n ,  d is a v o w a l , th e  r e ­
fu s a l  a n y  lo n g e r  to  a c k n o w le d g e .  T o  r e n o u n c e  is  to  a b a n d o n  
th e  u s e  o r  p u r s u i t  o f ,  to  d e n y , d is c la im , d is o w n , r e fu s e , r e ­
v o k e , to  g iv e  u p  d e f in ite ly  a n d  d e lib e ra te ly .

C o n s e c ra t io n  is  d e v o t io n  to  a  s a c re d  p u rp o s e .  I t  is  a n  e x ­
t r e m e  c o n t in u o u s ly  p o s i t iv e  s ta te ,  a  s ta te  in  w h ic h  w e  a re  
d e v o te d , m in d ,  so u l , a n d  b o d y  to  th e  d iv in e  w il l .  C o n s e ­
c r a t io n  is  d e l ib e r a te  a n d  c o m p le te  c o -o p e ra tio n  in  th e  d iv in e  

p u rp o s e ,  a n  a ff irm a tiv e  s ta te  o f  m in d .
R e n u n c ia t io n  a n d  c o n s e c ra tio n  a re  d e p e n d e n t  f o r  th e i r  

e ffic ien cy  u p o n  e a c h  o th e r .  R e n u n c ia t io n  p r e p a r e s  th e  w ay  
f o r  c o n s e c ra tio n . R e n u n c ia t io n  is  th e  p u r i f ie r  w h i le  c o n s e ­
c r a t io n  is  th e  b e a u ti f ie r .  R e n u n c ia t io n  w re c k s  th e  s t ru c tu r e  
o f  th e  o ld  l i f e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b u i l t  u p o n  th e  s a n d s  o f  m a te ­
r ia l i ty ,  a n d  c o n s e c ra tio n  e re c ts  a  f i rm  n e w  s t ru c tu r e  u p o n  th e  
ro c k  o f  T r u th .

R e n u n c ia t io n  a n d  c o n s e c ra tio n  a re  e x p re s s e d  in  o u r  
a ffa irs  as th e  c lo s in g  o u t  o f  th e  o ld  o rd e r ,  t h e  h u m a n  o rd e r ,  
a n d  th e  l e t t i n g  g o  o f  l im i te d  m e th o d s  in  o r d e r  to  a d o p t  th e  
n e w , u n l im i te d  w a y s  o f  T r u th .

I n  th e  p h y s ic a l  r e a lm  r e n u n c ia t io n  is th e  d e l ib e r a te  d e ­
n ia l  o f  th e  a p p e t i te s  a n d  p a s s io n s  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  p le a s u re  
a lo n e .

C o n s e c ra t io n  is  th e  d e v o t io n  o f  th e  a p p e t i te s  a n d  p a s s io n s  
to  th e  d iv in e  p u rp o s e ,  to  th e  s t r e n g th e n in g ,  su s te n a n c e , p e r ­
p e tu a t io n ,  a n d  r e g e n e r a t io n  o f  th e  b o d y , r a th e r  th a n  to  th e  
w e a r in g  o u t  o f  i t  t h r o u g h  th e  v io la t io n  a n d  w a s te  o f  s u b s ta n c e .

T h e  a p p e t i te s  a n d  p a s s io n s  o f  th e  b o d y  w e re  c re a te d  to  
se rv e  a  d iv in e  p u rp o s e .  W e  w e re  n o t  c re a te d  to  s e rv e  th e m .

T h e r e  a r e  tw o  u s u a l  a t t i tu d e s  to w a r d  th e  c ra v in g s  o f  th e  
b o d y , in d u lg e n c e  a n d  c o n d e m n a t io n .  B o th  o f  th e s e  a r e  w ro n g . 
P e o p le  a r e  d iv id e d  w i th  r e g a r d  to  th is  m a t te r  in to  th r e e



g e n e r a l  c la s se s : th e  m o r a l ,  th e  im m o r a l ,  a n d  th e  u n m o r a l .
A m o n g  th e  f irs t  c la s s , th e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  a re  m o r a l  b e ­

c a u se  o f  v a r io u s  f e a r s :  th e  f e a r  o f  p u n is h m e n t ,  th e  f e a r  o f  
c o n se q u e n c e s , th e  f e a r  o f  c r i tic ism . T h e y  r e m a in  m o r a l  
t h r o u g h  s u p p r e s s io n  o f  th e i r  c ra v in g s . T h e n  th e r e  a re  th o s e  
w h o  a r e  m o r a l  b e c a u se  o f  th e i r  lo v e  o f  G o d  a n d  th e i r  b e l i e f  
i n  th e  r e w a rd s  o f  g o o d n e s s . B u t th e r e  is  v e ry  l i t t l e  u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g  o f  th e  r e a l  re a s o n  f o r  m o ra li ty .

I n  th e  im m o r a l  c la s s  w e  h a v e  th o s e  w h o  b e lie v e  in  m o r a l i ty  
b u t  w h o  d e l ib e r a te ly  d is r e g a r d  i t ,  t a k in g  th e i r  p le a s u re s  a n d  
r i s k in g  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s . T h is  a t t i t u d e  o f t e n  le a d s  to  e x ­
c e ss iv e  d r in k in g  a n d  a d d ic t io n  to  d r u g s  i n  a n  e f fo r t  t o  d e a d e n  
th e  f in e r  s e n s ib il it ie s .

I n  th is  c la ss  w e  h a v e  a ls o  th e  p e r s o n  w h o  b e lie v e s  in  th e  
m o r a l  la w , b u t  w h o s e  h a b i t  o f  s e l f - in d u lg e n c e  h a s  w e a k e n e d  
th e  f ib e rs  o f  h is  m o r a l  n a tu r e  so  t h a t  h e  c a n n o t  w i th s ta n d  
th e  te m p ta t io n s  o f  th e  fle sh . T e m p ta t io n  is  b u t  t h e  r e c u r re n c e  
o f  n e g a t iv e  th o u g h ts ,  e m o tio n s , a n d  im p u ls e s . T h e r e  is  o f t e n  
b i t te r  c o n f l ic t w i th in  h is  so u l ,  a n d  h e  ra r e ly  f in d s  p e a c e .

I n  th e  c ase  o f  th e  u n m o r a l  c o n sc io u sn e s s  w e  h a v e  a  
d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  to  c o n s id e r .  T h e  u n m o r a l  p e r s o n  is  o n e  w h o  
d o e s  n o t  b e lie v e  in  m o r a l i ty  f o r  h im s e l f ,  t h o u g h  i t  m a y  b e  
n e c e ssa ry  f o r  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  i f  c iv i l iz a tio n  is  t o  h o ld  t o ­
g e th e r .  W h e n  h e  in d u lg e s  h is  a p p e t i te s  a n d  p a s s io n s  h e  is  
n o t  v io la t in g  c o n sc io u s ly  a n y  la w  o f  h is  b e in g ;  so  h e  is  n o t  
to r m e n te d  b y  a n y  in w a rd  c o n f lic t. H e  sees h im s e l f  a s  f r e e  a n d  
a l l  o th e r s  as h a m p e r e d  b y  th e i r  b e l i e f  in  m o ra ls .  H e  
se e k s  th e  w a y s  o f  p le a s u re  a n d  ta k e s  p a in  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly ,  
a s  s o m e th in g  th a t  is  u n a v o id a b le .  A l th o u g h  h is  s o u l d o e s  
n o t  su f fe r  f r o m  th e  c o n flic ts  th a t  to r tu r e  th e  im m o r a l  p e r s o n ,  
h is  b o d y  e v e n tu a l ly  p a y s  th e  p r ic e  o f  h is  fo l ly .

B u t  th e r e  is  a  re a s o n  f o r  th e  m o r a l  la w . B e h in d  i t  s ta n d s  
th e  d iv in e  la w . O u r  b o d y  is  th e  te m p le  o f  th e  l i v in g  G o d .  
O u r  b o d y  is  t h e  c h a n n e l  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  w e  e x p re s s  G o d .

W e  h a v e  a p p e t i te s  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  g u id i n g  u s  in  th e  
n o u r i s h in g  o f  o u r  b o d y . T h e  s e n s a t io n  o f  ta s te  m a k e s  th e  
n o u r i s h in g  o f  th e  b o d y  a  p le a s u re  th a t  w e  c a n  s a fe ly  e n jo y



as lo n g  as w e  d o  n o t  in d u lg e  i t  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  p le a s u re  

a lo n e .

T h e  sa m e  t h i n g  is t r u e  o f  p a s s io n . O u r  p a s s io n  is  o u r  fire , 
o u r  in te n s i ty , w h ic h  is n e e d e d  in  a l l  g r e a t  a t ta in m e n t .  W e  
c a n n o t  s p e n d  th is  g r e a t  fo r c e  in  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  te m p e r  
a n d  h a te  a n d  se lf ish  p le a s u re  a n d  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  b u i ld  a  
h e a l th y  b o d y  a n d  a  l i f e  o f  la s t in g  h a p p in e s s  a n d  s a t is f a c tio n .

So w e  n e i th e r  in d u lg e  n o r  c o n d e m n  th e  d e s ire s  o f  th e  
fle sh . W e  re n o u n c e  o u r  w r o n g  c o n c e p t io n  o f  o u r  a p p e t i te s  a n d  
p a s s io n s . W e  c o n s e c ra te  th e m  th r o u g h  p ra y e r  so  t h a t  th e y  
m a y  s e rv e  th e i r  d iv in e  p u rp o s e .

I n  th e  m e n ta l  r e a lm , w h ic h  is  w h e r e  w e  b e g in  w i th  p ra y e r ,  
r e n u n c ia t io n  is  d e n ia l ,  th e  d e l ib e r a te  le t t i n g  g o  o f  fa ls e  c o n ­
c e p tio n s , to  m a k e  ro o m  f o r  th e  t r u e ,  p o s i t iv e ,  s p i r i tu a l  

th o u g h t .
C o n s e c ra t io n  in  th e  m e n ta l  r e a lm  is  a f f irm a tio n , th e  e s ­

t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  th e  m in d  o f  th e  h a b i t  o f  th i n k in g  a c c o rd in g  
to  p r in c ip le .

W e  n e e d  n o t  b e  f e a r f u l  o f  r e n u n c ia t io n .  W e  n e v e r  h a v e  
to  le t  g o  o f  a n y th in g  th a t  y ie ld s  t r u e  s a t is f a c tio n  a n d  h a p p i ­
n e s s , a l t h o u g h  w e  d o  so m e tim e s  h a v e  to  le t  g o  o f  m a n i f e s ­
ta t io n  in  o r d e r  to  la y  h o ld  o f  th e  p r in c ip l e  b e h in d  it.

W e  h a v e  s e rv e d  th e  se n s e s  i n  f e a r  a n d  a n x ie ty , s o m e tim e s  
t o i l i n g  b i t te r ly  f o r  th e  m e r e  n e c e ss itie s  o f  l i f e ,  w h i le  th e  
S p ir i t  p a t i e n t ly  a w a i te d  o u r  r e c o g n i t io n  in  o r d e r  to  p o u r  o u t  
i t s  a b u n d a n c e  u p o n  u s . T h i s  is  b e c a u se  w e  h a v e  b e lie v e d  in  
h u m a n  l im i ta t io n .

W e  h a v e  s u f fe re d  p a in  a n d  s ic k n e ss  in  o u r  b o d y , w h i le  
in f in i te  p e r f e c t io n  l i te r a l ly  fo r c e s  i t s e l f  th r o u g h  u s , r e t u r n in g  
u s  to  h e a l th  in  s p i te  o f  o u r  ig n o ra n c e .  M e n  h a v e  w o r n  o u t  th e i r  
b o d y  c o m p le te ly  w i th  a g e  b e c a u se  th e y  h a v e  b e l ie v e d  th e i r  
l i f e  to  b e  h u m a n ;  th e y  h a v e  b e lie v e d  i t  to  b e  th e i r  o w n  to  d o  
w i th  as th e y  c h o se . B u t  o u r  l i f e  is  d e r iv e d  f r o m  G o d .  I t  
is  d iv in e ,  e te r n a l .  W h a t  w e  c a ll  o u r  l i f e  is  b u t  a  p h a s e  o f  
th e  o n e  l i f e ,  a n  e p is o d e  in  e te rn ity . O u r  b o d y  is  b u t  a  v e h ic le  
f o r  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  o n e  l ife .

W e  d ie  b e c a u se  w e  l iv e  h u m a n ly  in  th e  c o m p le te  c o n v ic -



t io n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a  l im i te d  n u m b e r  o f  y e a rs  t o  e n jo y . O u r  
l i f e  is  s p i r i tu a l ,  a n d  w e  m u s t  le a r n  to  l iv e  s p i r i tu a l ly  i f  w e  a re  
e v e r  to  a t t a in  e te r n a l  l i fe .

M o r e  th a n  b e l i e f  is n e c e ssa ry , f o r  w e  h a v e  l iv e d  th r o u g h  
th e  a g e s  in  th is  i l lu s io n ;  a n d  e v e n  b y  th o s e  o f  u s  w h o  k n o w  
T r u t h  th e r e  is  a g r e a t  d e a l  to  b e  d o n e .  W e  m u s t  b e  a c tiv e  in  
T r u th ,  d o e r s  o f  th e  w o rd .  T h e s e  e r r o n e o u s  b e l ie f s  w e  h a v e  
fo l lo w e d  a u to m a tic a lly  u n t i l  th e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  a  v e r i ta b le  p a r t  
o f  o u r  e x is te n c e . T h e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  th e  la w  o f  o u r  l i f e ,  a n d  
th e  w h o le  o r d e r  o f  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e  is  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e m .

S o  w e  m u s t  d o  s o m e th in g  d e f in i te  a b o u t  th is  i f  w e  a re  
e v e r  to  e n jo y  th e  p e r f e c t io n  th a t  w e  c a n  s p i r i tu a l ly  a n d  m e n ­
ta l ly  e n v is a g e . R e n u n c ia t io n  a n d  c o n s e c ra tio n  a r e  a b s o lu te ly  
n e c e ss a ry  to  t h e  c h a n g in g  o f  o u r  l i f e  f r o m  th e  h u m a n  to  
t h e  d iv in e  o rd e r .

W e  r e n o u n c e  p e s s im is m  a n d  c o n s e c ra te  o u rs e lv e s  to  a 
c h e e r f u l  o u t lo o k  as w e  b e c o m e  f irm ly  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  T r u th .  
W e  r e n o u n c e  s e l f -p i ty  a n d  c o n s e c ra te  o u rs e lv e s  to  g r a t i t u d e  
a s  w e  a d o p t  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  v is io n , f o r  w e  see  so  m u c h  f o r  
w h ic h  to  b e  th a n k f u l .  W e  re n o u n c e  p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s io n  a n d  
c o n s e c ra te  a l l  o u r  h o ld in g s  to  G o d ,  f o r  w e  c o m e  to  k n o w  
th a t  b y  a  s t r o n g  se n se  o f  o w n e r s h ip  w e  a r e  c u t t in g  o u rs e lv e s  
o f f  f r o m  th e  g r e a t  w h o le .  " A l l  th in g s  w h a ts o e v e r  t h e  F a th e r  
h a th  a r e  m i n e ” ; b u t  a l l  th a t  w e  h a v e  th e n  is  t h e  F a th e r ’s. 
A s  w e  r e la x  th e  f e e l in g  o f  p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s io n , s u b s ta n c e  
f lo w s  to  u s  m o r e  f r e e ly , b e c o m in g  m a n i f e s t  as th e  fu l f i l lm e n t  
o f  e v e ry  n e e d .  O u t  o f  r e n u n c ia t io n  c o m e s  l i b e r a t io n ;  o u t  o f  
c o n s e c ra tio n  is  b o rn  th e  f e e l in g  o f  se c u r ity , s e re n ity .

C l in g in g  to  o u r  o w n  w i l l  a n d  o u r  h u m a n  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  
t h e  w a y  in  w h ic h  o u r  h e a r t ’s d e s ire s  s h o u ld  b e  a t t a in e d  ra ise s  
b a r r ie r s  b e tw e e n  u s  a n d  o u r  g o a l .  R e n u n c ia t io n  le v e ls  th e  
w a l ls  a n d  f r e e s  u s  f r o m  th e  p r i s o n  o f  h u m a n  l im i ta t io n .

C o n s e c ra t io n  d ra w s  u s  c lo s e  to  th e  h e a r t  o f  B e in g ,  w h e re  
w e  f in d  s e c u r ity  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a l l  th e  la c k  th a t  s u r r o u n d s  us. 
O u t  o f  th i s  se c u r ity  is  b o rn  a  c o n f id e n c e , a  d e e p  s e r e n ity  th a t  
c a n n o t  b e  s h a k e n  b y  th e  c h a o s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  o r  b y  th e  u n ­
s e t t le d  c o n d i t io n s  o f  o u r  o w n  a ffa irs .



I n  c o n s e c ra tio n  w e  s h i f t  th e  b u r d e n  o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  
G o d . G o d  c re a te d  u s , a n d  w e  a re  H is  re s p o n s ib i l i ty .  W h y  th e n  
s h o u ld  w e  a s s u m e  i t ?  W e  s h o u ld  w o rk , yes. W e  s h o u ld  ta k e  
th e  h u m a n  s te p s  n e c e ssa ry  to  th e  fu l f i l lm e n t  o f  o u r  d e s i r e ;  b u t  
w e  m u s t  k n o w  th a t  w e  a re  n o t  th e  o r ig in a t in g  c a u se  o f  th e  
d e s ire ,  n o r  h a v e  w e  h u m a n ly  th e  c a p a b i l i ty ,  th e  p o w e r ,  to  f u l ­
f ill i t .  D e s i r e  is  d iv in e  d ire c tio n . S a tis fa c t io n  is d iv in e  f u l f i l l ­
m e n t .  A n y th in g  le ss  th a n  th is  fa i ls  o f  its  p u rp o s e .

S tr u g g le  a r ise s  o u t  o f  th e  e f fo r t  o f  th e  h u m a n  b e in g  to  
p e r f o r m  th e  w o rk  th a t  c a n  o n ly  b e  a c c o m p lis h e d  b y  d iv in ity . 
B u t  i t  is  e a s ie r  to  ta lk  a b o u t  s e re n ity  th a n  to  a c q u ir e  it. T h r o u g h  
h u m a n  h a b i t  w e  h a v e  c h a in e d  o u rs e lv e s  to  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  
o u r  h u m a n  c a p a c itie s . A s  w e  d e v e lo p  m e n ta lly  w i th o u t  s p i r i t ­
u a l  b a la n c e  th e  te n d e n c y  to  le a n  m o r e  u p o n  o u rs e lv e s  in c re a se s . 
S o  p ra y e r  is  m o r e  p r e v a le n t  a m o n g  th e  le s s  le a rn e d  th a n  a m o n g  
th e  e d u c a te d . W e  n e e d  e d u c a t io n ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  m a k e  u s  i n ­
d e p e n d e n t  o f  G o d . T r u e  e d u c a t io n  sh o w s  u s  h o w  to  s h a re  
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  w i th  G o d ,  to  d o  e v e ry th in g  th a t  w e  m u s t  d o , 
a n d  th e n  to  a l lo w  G o d  to  d o  H is  p a r t .

G o d  h a s  e n d o w e d  u s  w i th  s p i r i tu a l  as w e l l  as m e n ta l  a n d  
p h y s ic a l fa c u l tie s ,  a n d  w e  m u s t  d e v e lo p  th e s e  a n d  u s e  th e m . 
A s  w e  d e v e lo p  th e s e  fa c u l t ie s  w e  c o m e  to  see  th e  n e c e ss ity  f o r  
r e n u n c ia t io n  a n d  c o n s e c ra tio n .

I n  th e  r e a lm  o f  th e  s o u l r e n u n c ia t io n  a n d  c o n s e c ra tio n  a re  
e x p re s s e d  as fo rg iv e n e s s . F o rg iv e n e s s  is  n o t  v e ry  w e l l  u n d e r ­
s to o d  b y  m o s t  o f  u s . F o rg iv e n e s s  is  c le a n s in g  th e  h e a r t  a n d  so u l 
o f  o u r  fa ls e  c o n c e p t io n s  a n d  h u m a n  ju d g m e n ts  o f  o th e r s  a n d  
th e i r  a c tio n s .

I f  w e  o n ly  ju d g e d  d iv in e ly , th e r e  w o u ld  b e  n o  n e e d  f o r  f o r ­
g iv e n e s s . W e  o u rs e lv e s  g a in  m u c h  m o r e  t h r o u g h  fo rg iv e n e s s  
th a n  th o s e  w h o m  w e  fo rg iv e . I t  is  n e v e r  f r o m  th e  a c tio n s  o f  
o th e r s  t h a t  w e  su f fe r  b u t  f r o m  o u r  ju d g m e n ts  o f  th e i r  a c tio n s . 
T h e  th o u g h ts  o f  o u r  m in d  a n d  th e  m e d i ta t io n s  o f  o u r  h e a r t  
a r e  f o r m in g  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  o u r  l i f e  a n d  i f  th e y  a r e  m a d e  
im p u r e  th r o u g h  fa ls e  ju d g m e n t ,  o u r  b o d y  a n d  a ffa irs  o u tp ic -  
tu r e  th e  c o n d it io n .

T h r o u g h  c o n d e m n a t io n  w e  im p r is o n  th e  C h r is t  S p ir i t  w i th -



in  u s . F o rg iv e n e s s  ro lls  aw a y  th e  s to n e  th a t  w e  m a y  d is c o v e r  
th e  r e s u r re c t io n  o f  th e  C h r is t .

R e n u n c ia t io n  a n d  c o n se c ra tio n  a re  e x p re s se d  as th e  g iv in g  
u p  o f  o u r  o w n  a im s  a n d  a m b i t io n s  to  c o -o p e ra te  in  th e  u n i ­
v e r s a l  p u rp o s e .

W e  d o  n o t  r e n o u n c e  o u r  a s p ira t io n s , b u t  m e re ly  o u r  h u ­
m a n  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  th e  w a y  to  a t t a in  th e m . W e  c o n se c ra te  
o u rs e lv e s  to  th e  d iv in e  p u rp o s e , k n o w in g  th a t  in  i t  lie s  f u l ­
f i l lm e n t  o f  o u r  h e a r t ’s d e s ire s .

I f  w e  a re  th w a r te d ,  th e  c a u se  lie s  w ith in  o u rse lv e s . T h r o u g h  
a  w r o n g  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  l i f e  w e  h a v e  b u i l t  a  p r i s o n  f o r  o u r  
so u l, a n d  n o t  k n o w in g  th e  p o w e r  w i th  w h ic h  w e  a re  e n d o w e d , 
w e  s u b m it  to  its  im p r is o n m e n t .  I t  is  th r o u g h  p a m p e r in g  th e  
s e n s e  m a n  th a t  th e s e  l im i ta t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  e s ta b lis h e d , a n d  i t  
is  th r o u g h  r e n u n c ia t io n  th a t  th e y  a re  d is so lv e d .

F re e d o m  is  o f  th e  S p ir i t  a n d  c a n  n e v e r  b e  a t t a in e d  th r o u g h  
d is r e g a rd  o f  la w . B o n d a g e  m u s t  b e  o v e rc o m e  b y  re n u n c ia t io n  
o f  e a r th -b o u n d  th o u g h t ,  a n d  f r e e d o m  is in s u re d  b y  c o n se c ra ­
t i o n  to  th e  s p i r i tu a l  law . T h e  s p i r i tu a l  la w  is th e  la w  o f  f r e e ­
d o m , th e  f r e e d o m  o f  d iv in e  e x p re s s io n .

W e  o f te n  th in k  o f  o th e r  p e o p le  as s t a n d in g  in  o u r  w ay , as 
in t e r f e r in g  w ith  u s ;  b u t  a  p e r s o n  w h o  a p p e a rs  in  o u r  l i f e  in  
th e  c a p a c ity  o f  a  s tu m b l in g  b lo c k  is s im p ly  a n  o u tp i c tu r in g  o f  
s o m e th in g  w ith in  o u rs e lv e s  th a t  n e e d s  to  b e  re m o v e d ;  a n d  r e ­
m o v in g  th e  s tu m b l in g  b lo c k s  f r o m  o u r  c o n sc io u sn e ss  so  th a t  
th e i r  m a n i f e s ta t io n  in  th e  o u te r  m a y  d is a p p e a r ,  th is  is  th e  w o rk  
o f  re n u n c ia t io n .

E v e ry th in g  in  o u r  l i f e ,  f a v o r a b le  o r  u n fa v o r a b le ,  is  th e  
o u tp ic tu r in g  o f  s o m e th in g  in  c o n sc io u sn e ss . T o  re m o v e  th e  
p e r s o n ,  th in g ,  o r  c o n d i t io n  d o e s  n o t  so lv e  th e  p ro b le m , f o r  th e  
c o n sc io u sn e s s  th a t  p r o d u c e d  th e  c o n d i t io n  w i l l  s u p p ly  a n o th e r  
o f  l ik e  n a tu r e .

I f  w e  a re  b u r d e n e d  w i th  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  e a r th ly  p o s ­
se ss io n s  th a t  l im i t  o u r  f r e e d o m , w e  h a v e  g a in e d  th e s e  p o sse s­
s io n s  w ith  th e  id e a  o f  d e p e n d in g  u p o n  m a te r ia l i ty ,  e v e n  th o u g h  
w e  h a v e  o b ta in e d  th e m  th r o u g h  p ra y e r .  T h e  u n r e s t  th a t  ac ­

c o m p a n ie s  a  c o n d i t io n  o f  th is  k in d  is n o t  d u e  to  th e  p o sse s-



s io n s  b u t  to  th e  m a te r ia l i ty  in  c o n sc io u sn e ss  a n d  th e  e f fo r t  o f  
th e  so u l to  g a in  its  f r e e d o m  f r o m  th is  c o n d it io n .

I f  p e o p le  s t a n d  b e tw e e n  u s  a n d  th e  a t t a in m e n t  o f  o u r  
h e a r t ’s d e s ire s , i f  s o m e o n e  se e m s to  h a m p e r  o u r  t r u e  e x p re s ­
s io n , w e  a re  in v o lv e d  in  p e r s o n a li ty . I t  is n o t  th e  p e r s o n  w h o  
s ta n d s  in  o u r  w ay , b u t  o u r  h a m p e r in g  b e l i e f  in  p e rs o n a lity . 
W e  m u s t  r e n o u n c e  p e r s o n a l i ty  a n d  c o n se c ra te  o u rs e lv e s  to  th e  

C h r is t  S p i r i t  w i th in .

I f  w e  a re  a n n o y e d  w i th  th e  p ro b le m  o f  b e in g  e a s ily  d is ­
tu r b e d  b y  p e o p le ,  w e  m u s t  fa c e  th e  f a c t  th a t  o u r  e m o tio n s  a re  
n o t  u n d e r  c o n tro l .  E m o t io n  is a  s u b t le  th in g .  I f  w e  e n jo y  e m o ­
t io n a l  re a c t io n s  to  so m e  p e o p le , w e  a re  b o u n d  to  su f fe r  f r o m  
e m o t io n a l  re a c tio n s  to  o th e r s .  T o  b e  f r e e  f r o m  th e  d is tu rb in g  
in f lu e n c e  o f  o th e r  p e o p le ,  w e  m u s t  le a rn  t o  c o n t r o l  a n d  d ir e c t  
o u r  e m o tio n s . W e  m u s t  p la c e  th e m  u n d e r  th e  d o m in io n  o f  
S p ir it .  W e  m u s t  p u t  a l l  o u r  c a p a c itie s  to  w o rk  f o r  th e  S p ir i t ,  
a n d  th e y  w i l l  n o t  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  w i th  o th e r  p e o p le .  W e  
m u s t  c o n s e c ra te  o u rs e lv e s  t o  th e  s e r e n ity  o f  S p ir i t .

I f  w e  a r e  b e tr a y e d  b y  a n o th e r ,  w e  h a v e  n o t  p u t  o u r  f a i th  
in  G o d  b u t  in  th e  h u m a n  s id e  o f  m a n . In  e a c h  m a n  th e r e  is 
th e  S o n  o f  G o d  a n d  so n -o f -m a n  c o n sc io u sn e ss . W h e n  w e  o u r ­
se lv es  le a r n  to  f u n c t io n  f r o m  th e  d iv in e  s id e  o f  o u r  n a tu r e ,  
w e  s h a l l  b e  d e a l in g  w i th  th e  S o n  o f  G o d  in  o th e r s .  T h is  is 
th e  s e c re t o f  h a rm o n io u s  re la t io n s  w i th  e v e ry o n e .

H e n c e  w e  see  w h a t  is th e  w o rk  o f  r e n u n c ia t io n  a n d  c o n ­
se c ra tio n . W e  m u s t re n o u n c e  m a te r ia l i ty ,  p e rs o n a li ty , s e n s u o u s ­
n e ss , a n d  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  th e  h u m a n ,  a n d  c o n se c ra te  o u r ­
se lv e s  to  s p i r i tu a li ty ,  p u t t in g  o u r  t r u s t  in  th e  d iv in e  n a tu r e  o f  
e a c h  in d iv id u a l  w i th  w h o m  w e  h a v e  d e a lin g s .

R e n u n c ia t io n  a n d  c o n se c ra tio n  w o rk  th r o u g h o u t  m in d ,  

so u l, b o d y , a n d  a ffa irs . B u t  th e y  b e g in  in  th e  m in d  as s im p le  
d e n ia l  a n d  a f f irm a tio n , d e n ia l  o f  th e  n e g a tiv e  a n d  a f f irm a tio n  o f  
t h e  p o s i t iv e  th o u g h t .  A s  w e  c o n s ta n t ly  d e n y  th e  m o r ta l  a n d  
c la im  th e  s p i r i tu a l  n a tu r e ,  w e  b re a k  th e  b o n d s  o f  h u m a n  l im i ta ­
t io n  a n d  a w a k e n  to  th e  t r u t h  o f  o u r  b e in g . W e  a r e  th e n  p r e ­
p a re d  to  e x e rc is e  th e  p o w e r  a n d  a u th o r i ty  th a t  is  o u r  b i r th r ig h t .

To Be Continued



W here Is Your "Boy?
LUCY WATSON

W h e n  my SON, w h o  is n o w  in  th e  air fo r c e  o v e rse a s , 
w a s  a v e ry  s m a ll  b o y , I  o n c e  c a lle d  to  h im , " W h e r e  a re  

y o u , d e a r ? ’’ a n d  h e  a n sw e re d , " I ’m  w ith  D a v id .’’

D a v id  w a s  a  v e ry  d e p e n d a b le  o ld e r  b o y  th a t  m y  s o n  k n e w  
I  t r u s te d .  I h a d  a sk e d  where h e  w a s , b u t  I w a s  sa t is f ie d  w i th  
th e  a n s w e r , b e c a u se  d e e p  w i th in  m e  I  w a s  n o t  th i n k in g  o f  a n  
e x a c t lo c a t io n  o r  p la c e  b u t  o f  m y  s o n ’s w e ll-b e in g .

W h e n  p e o p le  a sk  m e  n o w  w h e re  m y  s o n  is I  in v a r ia b ly  
re p ly , " I n  E n g la n d ,  I b e lie v e .”  W e  m a y  say  N o r t h  A f r ic a , 
G u a d a lc a n a l ,  o r  P e rs ia , o r  w h e re v e r  o n  th e  g lo b a l  m a p  o u r  
m e n  m a y  b e  s ta t io n e d .  D e e p  w i th in  u s  w e  m o th e r s  c o u ld  say, 
" H e  is  w i th  G o d ,”  a n d  h a v in g  s a id  th a t ,  s h o u ld  w e  n o t  f e e l  
a  p e a c e  s te a l in g  in to  o u r  h e a r t s ?  I f  h e  is  w i th  G o d , h e  is  in  
G o d ’s c a re . I h a d  a lw a y s  f e l t  c o n te n te d  w h e n  m y  l i t t l e  b o y  
p la y e d  w i th  D a v id ;  h o w  m u c h  m o r e  c o n te n te d  I  s h o u ld  fe e l 

n o w  th a t  h e  is  in  G o d ’s c a re !
E v e n  w h e n  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h e re  m y  s o n  is g e o g ra p h ic a lly , 

G o d  k n o w s  a n d ,  k n o w in g ,  w i l l  g iv e  h im  H is  sp e c ia l c a re . T h e  
w ise  a d m o n i t io n  " I n  n o th in g  b e  a n x io u s ”  s u re ly  w a s  m e a n t  
f o r  t im e s  l ik e  th e s e . D a n g e r s  th r e a te n  o n  e v e ry  s id e , b u t  i f  
G o d  is p ro te c to r  a n d  sa v io r , I  m u s t  p u t  m y  t r u s t  in  H im . 
T e m p ta t io n s  f a r  g r e a te r  th a n  a t  h o m e  b e s e t  o u r  s o n s ;  y e t o u r  
c h a p la in s  te l l  u s  th a t  n e v e r  b e fo r e  h a s  th e r e  b e e n  su c h  fin e  
m o r a l  s ta n d a rd s .  S o  m a n y  b o y s , o n e  c h a p la in  sa id , " a r e  a lm o s t 
to o  g o o d  to  b e  t r u e .”  E v e n  b o y s  o n c e  c a re le s s  o f  s p i r i tu a l  

v a lu e s , a re  d r a w n  c lo se r  to  th e  T r u th .

" B u t  w h a t  i f  m y  so n  b e c o m e s  i l l ? ”  y o u  a sk . " S u p p o s e  h e  is 

w o u n d e d ? ”
N e v e r  fe a r .  H e  w i l l  t u r n  to  Je s u s , th e  C h r is t ,  f o r  h e a l ­

in g . S ta tis tic s  a r e  su c h  c o ld  th in g s ,  y e t th e y  a re  h e a r t e n in g  to o . 
N o w a d a y s  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  w o u n d e d  m e n  w h o  re c o v e r  is 
o n ly  a  l i t t le  u n d e r  a  h u n d r e d  p e r  c e n t. T h e  h e a l in g  S p i r i t  o f  
G o d ,  w o r k in g  in  a n d  th r o u g h  d o c to r s ,  n u r s e s , a n d  th e



w o u n d e d  th e m s e lv e s , b r in g s  a b o u t  m ira c le s  o f  re c o v e ry . J e s u s  
sees o u r  so n s  w h o l e : le t  u s  se e  th e m  w h o le  to o .

Y o u r  so n  is  b e in g  s e n t , l ik e  m in e ,  in to  th e  f a r  re a c h e s  
o f  th e  g lo b e .  T h a t  is  g o o d  a n d  in  th e  y e a rs  to  c o m e  w i l l  b e  
v e ry  im p o r t a n t  to  h im . T h e  b r o a d e n in g  in f lu e n c e  o f  le a r n ­
in g  to  u n d e r s ta n d  p e o p le  o f  d if f e r e n t  ra c e s , h a b i t s ,  a n d  
c h a ra c te r is t ic s  is o f  in e s t im a b le  v a lu e . I n  v ie w in g  th e  p r o b ­
le m s  a n d  p e rp le x i t ie s  o f  a l ie n  f r ie n d s  a n d  e n e m ie s  h e  is  
le a r n in g  a b o u t  th e  w h o le  o f  l i f e .

I f  y o u  h a d  b e e n  a b le  f in a n c ia l ly  to  g iv e  y o u r  s o n  a  t r i p  to  
A f r ic a  o r  I c e la n d  o r  th e  S o u th  S eas, w o u ld  y o u  h a v e  h e ld  
h im  b a c k  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  h is  p h y s ic a l  s a f e ty ?  O r  w o u ld  y o u  
h a v e  s a id , w i th  o n e  m o th e r  I  k n o w :  " B o b ’s a lw a y s  w a n te d  to  
se e  A la s k a , a n d  I 'm  so  g la d  h e ’s th e r e .  S o m e  fo lk s  th in k  I 
o u g h t  to  w o rry , b u t  s o m e h o w  I  f e e l  w e ’re  a s  sa fe  in  o n e  
p la c e  as a n o th e r .  L i f e  a n d  d e a th  a re  in  G o d ’s h a n d s  a lo n e .’’

E v e n  th o u g h  in  f a r - f lu n g  q u a r te r s  o f  th e  w o r ld  y o u r  b o y  
le a r n s  o n ly  th a t  h is  o w n  la n d  is b e s t , h e  g a in s  b y  th is  e x ­
p e r ie n c e . A n d  o h ,  w h a t  a  p a t r io t  i t  w i l l  m a k e  o f  h im !  W h a t  
a  w o r k e r  w h e n  h e  r e tu rn s  to  k e e p  th is  a  la n d  o f  l i b e r t y !

A l l  o f  u s  a re  l iv in g  o n  o n e  g lo b e .  P la c e s  th a t  w e  c o u ld n ’t  
h a v e  lo c a te d  a  s h o r t  t im e  a g o , P a n te l le r ia ,  G u a d a lc a n a l ,  a n d  
A t tu  a re  o n  th e  to n g u e s  o f  e v e n  s m a l l  c h i ld r e n .  D is ta n c e s  a re  
s h o r te n e d  by  ra d io  a n d  p la n e .  N o  b o y  is f a r th e r  a w a y  th a n  a 
f e w  d a y s  b y  p la n e ,  a n d  h e  is  in s ta n t ly  w i th  u s  b y  ra d io . I f  
w e  th in k  o f  h is  n e a rn e s s  in s te a d  o f  h is  fa rn e s s , o u r  h e a r ts  
w il l  b e  l ig h te r .  T o d a y  I h a d  a  V  le t t e r  f r o m  m y  so n  o v e rse a s  
w r i t te n  w i th  h is  o w n  d e a r  h a n d s  o n ly  t e n  d a y s  a g o . T h e r e  
w e re  m o n th s  w h e n  th e  le t te r s  d i d n ’t  c o m e , b u t  I k e p t  m y  
f a i t h  as I  k n o w  y o u  o th e r  m o th e r s  w il l .  W e  m u s t  l i f t  u p  o u r  
h e a r t s !

T h e  m o s t  a m a z in g  th i n g  a b o u t  y o u r  b o y — a n d  I  se e  b o y s  
l ik e  h im  in  e v e ry  c a m p  a n d  p o r t— is th e  w a y  h e  ta k e s  o n  
w h a t  w e  c a ll  p e r s o n a li ty .  I t  is  m o r e  th a n  th a t .  I t  is a s p l e n d o r  
f r o m  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t  t h a t  s h in e s  f r o m  w i th in .  T h e s e  " b i g ”  
b o y s  a re  d o in g  m o r e  th a n  ju s t  a  jo b  t h a t  h a s  to  b e  d o n e :  th e y  
a re  o n  a  w o r ld - w id e  m is s io n .



Y o u r  b o y  a n d  m y  b o y  a re  c a r ry in g  lo a d s  w e  n e v e r  d re a m e d  
th e y  c o u ld  c a rry . T h e y  a re  c h a n g in g  o v e r  n ig h t  a n d  f o r  th e  
b e t te r .  W e  n e v e r  th o u g h t  th e  b o o k w o rm  o n  th e  c o rn e r  ( t h a t  
th e  y o u n g s te r s  c a lle d  th e  r u n t )  w o u ld  d e v e lo p  in to  a  s tu rd y  
y o u n g  m a n  f u l l  o f  v ig o r .  W e  n e v e r  th o u g h t  o u r  c o u s in ’s so n  
w h o  w o r r ie d  h is  m o th e r  b e c a u se  o f  h is  in d i f fe r e n c e  in  s p i r i t ­
u a l  m a t te r s  w o u ld  s h o u t ,  "S a y , le t  m e  say  th e  g r a c e ,”  a t  h is  
f irs t  d in n e r  w h i le  o n  a  fu r lo u g h .  A s  f o r  t h a t  y o u n g s te r  in  
h ig h  s c h o o l w h o  a lw a y s  g o t  th r o u g h  " b y  th e  s k in  o f  h is  
t e e t h ” — h o w  a b o u t  h is  n e w  s t r ip e s ?  H e  w r o te  th a t  h e  w a s  
m a k in g  u p  f o r  lo s t  t im e . C i te d  f o r  v a lo r  to o . H e  g r e w  u p  
in to  a  m a n  f a s t  w h e n  h e  re a l iz e d  th a t  h is  c o u n tr y ’s f r e e d o m  
w a s a t  s ta k e . Y o u n g  m e n  a r e  id e a l is ts ,  m a k e  n o  m is ta k e .

L e t  u s  n o t  w a s te  t im e  w o r r y in g  a b o u t  th e s e  b o y s  o f  o u r s :  
le t  u s  u s e  t h a t  t im e  b e in g  p r o u d  o f  th e m . A f t e r  a l l  w e  liv e  
in  d e e d s , n o t  y e a rs . H o w  o f t e n  th a t  h a s  b e e n  a c k n o w le d g e d  
th e s e  la s t  tw o  y e a r s !

I f  y o u r  b o y  d o e s  o f fe r  u p  h is  p h y s ic a l  l i f e  o n  th e  a l t a r  o f  
f r e e d o m — a n d  w h a t  ta le s  o f  h e ro i s m  c o m e  th r o u g h ! — h e  
c a r r ie s  h is  s h in in g  d e e d s  w i th  h im  in to  h is  im m o r ta l  l i f e .

E m e rs o n  s a id  t h a t  e v e ry  g r e a t  m o v e m e n t  is  th e  l e n g t h ­
e n e d  s h a d o w  o f  a  m a n . T h is  g r e a t  w o r ld  m o v e m e n t  f o r  
p e a c e  a n d  d e m o c ra c y  is th e  l e n g th e n e d  s h a d o w  o f  o u r  v a l i a n t  
y o u n g  m e n .

Y o u r  b o y  s t i l l  liv e s .

I f  h e  liv e s  o n  th i s  g lo b e , n o  m a t te r  w h a t  th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l  
lo c a t io n , k n o w n  o r  u n k n o w n ,  p r o j e c t  y o u r  lo v e  a c ro s s  th e  
m ile s  to  h im . I t  d o e s n ’t  m a t te r  w h e th e r  i t  is  tw o  th o u s a n d  
o r  te n  th o u s a n d  m ile s ,  d o e s  i t ?  Y o u r  r a d io  is  as c le a r  f r o m  
A f r ic a  as f r o m  y o u r  h o m e  to w n ;  o f t e n  c le a re r  b e c a u se  th e r e  
is  le s s  in te r f e r e n c e .  Y o u r  lo v e  h a s  a  c le a r  p a th .  I f  y o u  w a n t  
v ic to ry , s e n d  lo v e , f a i th ,  a n d  h o p e  to  h im . L e t h im  k n o w  
th a t  h is  c o u n try  w a i ts  f o r  h im  to  in f u s e  i n to  i ts  b lo o d  s t r e a m  
h is  h ig h  c o u ra g e .

W e  c a n  h e lp  o u r  b o y s  b y  o u r  th in k in g ,  b y  o u r  p ra y e rs ,  
a n d  b y  o u r  le t te r s .  T h in k i n g  c o n s tru c tiv e ly , p la n n i n g  a h e a d  
c o n f id e n tly  f o r  p e a c e  a n d  p ro s p e r i ty ,  w e  c a n  m a k e  o u r  th in k -



in g  f e l t .  P r a y in g  f o r  G o d ’s g u id a n c e  a n d  p ro te c t io n ,  w e  ta k e  
o u r  p r o b le m s  to  H im  a n d  f in d  th e  a n sw e r . N o  le t te r s  w e  s h a l l  
e v e r  w r i t e  w i l l  b e  m o r e  im p o r t a n t  t h a n  th e  le t te r s  w e  n o w  
w r i t e  to  o u r  so n s . O n e  y o u n g  c h a p  s a id  to  m e  in  a  h u m o r ­
o u s ly  in t e n d e d  c o n fe s s io n ,  t h o u g h  h e  m e a n t  e v e ry  w o r d  o f  i t :  

" D o n ’t  w r i t e  m e , 'O h ,  i f  I  o n ly  k n e w  w h e re  y o u  a r e ! ’ 
W r i t e  m e , ’I  k n o w  th a t ,  w h e r e v e r  y o u  a re , y o u ’l l  b e  ta k e n  

c a re  o f . ’

" D o n ’t  w r i t e  m e , 'If y o u  c o m e  h o m e .’ W r i t e  m e , 'When 
y o u  c o m e  h o m e .’

" D o n ’t  w r i t e  m e , 'W e  w o n ’t  h a v e  a  m o m e n t’s h a p p in e s s  
u n t i l  y o u  a r e  h o m e  a g a in .’ W r i t e  m e , 'W e ’r e  a l l  p u l l i n g  f o r  
y o u  so  w e  c a n  a l l  e n jo y  a  b ig g e r  a n d  a  b e t t e r  w o r ld . ’ ”

H e  a d d e d ,  " T e l l  m e  th e  l i t t l e  th i n g s .”

B y  " l i t t l e  t h i n g s ”  h e  m e a n t  t h e  c o m m o n , e v e ry d a y  h a p ­
p e n in g s  th a t  h e  w o u ld  e x p e r ie n c e  i f  h e  w e re  h o m e :  w h a t  w e  
h a d  f o r  d in n e r ,  h o w  L i t t l e  B r o th e r  b r o u g h t  th e  V -m a i l  l e t te r  
in , a n d  h o w  w e  a ll  s a t  a r o u n d  th e  ta b l e  l i s t e n in g  w h i le  
M o th e r  r e a d  it ,  a n d  h o w  L it t le  B r o th e r  sa id , " I f  B ig  B ro th e r  
w a s  h e r e ,  I ’d  g iv e  h im  m y  p ie c e  o f  c h o c o la te  c a k e .”

T e l l  y o u r  so n  a b o u t  th e  g i r l  n e x t  d o o r  w h o  w a n ts  to  k n o w  
i f  h e ’s a s  h a n d s o m e  as e v e r . " K i d ”  h im , l a u g h  w i th  h im , 
te a s e  h im !  T r e a t  h im  w i th  th e  g a y  a ffe c tio n  to  w h ic h  h e  is  
u se d . B u t  d o  n o t  w o r ry  h im . W h y  n o t  say  to  h im , " I  k n o w  
y o u  c o u ld  g e t  h o m e  b y  p la n e  in  a  f e w  d a y s , i f  th e  a rm e d  
fo rc e s  d id  th in g s  th a t  w a y ;  b u t  I  s u p p o s e  U n c le  S a m  n e e d s  
y o u  w h e r e  y o u  a r e .”

Y o u r  b o y  is  a  v a l i a n t  p e r s o n .  H e  ta k e s  w h a te v e r  co m e s , 
g o o d  o r  b a d , as p a r t  o f  h is  jo b . H e  w a n ts  to  b e  p a r t  o f  th e s e  
s ig n if ic a n t  e v e n ts ,  a n d  y o u  w o u ld n ’t  w a n t  h im  to  b e  l e f t  o u t. 
H e  k n o w s  th a t  h e  h a s  a  w o n d e r f u l  c h a n c e  to  te s t  h im s e l f  a n d  
to  b u i ld  u p  th e  b e s t  th a t  is  in  h im . H e  re a l iz e s  th a t  n e v e r  
b e fo r e  h a s  h e  l iv e d  so  f u l ly  w i th  h is  f e l lo w  m e n  a n d  w i th  
h is  G o d .

T h e r e  is  a  c a m a ra d e r ie  t h a t  m a k e s  f o r  l i f e t im e  f r i e n d s h ip s  
b e tw e e n  m e n  w o r k in g  w i th  s in g le n e s s  o f  p u r p o s e  f o r  a  g r e a t  
c au se . W i t h  th e i r  c o m m o n  e x p e r ie n c e s , a n x ie t ie s ,  a n d  sac ri-



fices, y o u r  b o y  a n d  h is  b u d d y  a re  v e ry  c lo se . M e n t io n  th e  
b u d d y  w h e n  y o u  w r i t e  to  y o u r  so n , a n d  in c lu d e  h im  in  y o u r  

fa m ily .
Y o u r  o w n  l i f e  w i l l  b e  m o r e  v i ta l  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  c o n ta c ts  

h e  m a k e s . D a r k  m o m e n ts  f o r  a  m o th e r  w h o s e  s o n  is  f a r  
a w a y  a re  n o t  u n u s u a l  o r  c e n so ra b le . B u t  w e  m o th e r s  c a n  ta k e  
n o  b e t t e r  a d v ic e  th a n  th e  l in e s  o f  th e  p o e m  b y  H a s k in s :

" G o  o u t  in to  th e  d a rk n e s s  a n d  p u t  y o u r  h a n d  in to  th e  
/  h a n d  o f  G o d .

T h a t  s h a l l  b e  to  y o u  b e t t e r  th a n  a  l i g h t  a n d  s a f e r  th a n  a 
k n o w n  w a y .”

T h e  P u r p o s e  o f  U n i t y

U n i t y  S c h o o l  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  is  a n  in d e ­
p e n d e n t  e d u c a t io n a l  in s t i tu t io n ,  te a c h in g  th e  u s e  o f  
th e  J e s u s  C h r is t  d o c t r in e  in  e v e ry d a y  l i f e .

I t s  p u r p o s e  is  n o t  to  f o u n d  a  n e w  c h u rc h  o r  sec t, 
b u t  to  h e lp  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  o f  e v e ry  c h u rc h  a n d  a lso  
th o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o  c h u rc h  a f f ilia tio n s  to  u s e  th e  
e te r n a l  T r u t h  o f  G o d .

T h e  U n i ty  te a c h in g s  e x p la in  t h e  a c tio n  o f  m in d ,  
th e  c o n n e c t in g  l i n k  b e tw e e n  G o d  a n d  m a n . T h e y  
e x p la in  h o w  th e  m in d  a ffec ts  th e  b o d y , p ro d u c in g  
d is c o rd  o r  h a rm o n y , s ic k n e s s  o r  h e a l t h ; h o w  i t  b r in g s  
m a n  in to  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  d iv in e  la w .

W e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  a c c e p t w h a t ,  in  o u r  l i t e r ­
a tu r e , a p p e a r s  to  y o u  to  b e  T r u th ,  a n d  th a t  y o u  w i th ­
h o ld  ju d g m e n t  o n  th e  r e m a in d e r  u n t i l  y o u  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  i t  b e tte r .  I f  y o u  se e k  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t  a s  y o u r  
g u id e  to  T r u th ,  y o u  w i l l  k n o w  f o r  y o u r s e lf  w h a t  is 
o f  G o d  a n d  w h a t  is  o f  m a n .

A s  w e  k e e p  o n  s e a r c h in g  f o r  T r u th ,  w e  n o  d o u b t  
s h a l l  c h a n g e  so m e  o f  o u r  id e a s , u n t i l  e v e ry th in g  s h o r t  
o f  th e  p e r f e c t  w i l l  o f  G o d  is  d r o p p e d  f r o m  o u r  l i f e  
a n d  f r o m  o u r  d o c tr in e .
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“<Peace I  JCeave with You”
GEORGE M. LAMSA

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be fearful.

Th e  w o r d  p e a c e  in  th e  S e m itic  la n g u a g e s  m e a n s  s u r r e n ­
d e r ,  s a fe ty . Shalam alek m e a n s  " I  s u r r e n d e r  to  y o u .”  N o  

o th e r  w o rd s  o f  g r e e t in g  a r e  m o r e  a p p r o p r ia t e  to  e x p re s s  
o n e ’s h u m i l i ty  th a n  " I  s u r r e n d e r  to  y o u ;  I  a m  u n d e r  y o u r  
p r o te c t io n .”  T h is  is  w h y  J e s u s  w a r n e d  H is  d is c ip le s  to  
s a lu te  n o  o n e  o n  th e  ro a d . I n  th is  c a se  s a lu ta t io n  in d ic a te d  
f e a r  a n d  w e a k n e s s , w h ic h  m a k e s  th e  p e r s o n  l ia b le  to  a tta c k . 
W h a t  b e t t e r  w o rd s  c a n  a  s t r a n g e r  u t t e r  to  a  h o s t  w h o m  h e  
h a s  n e v e r  s e e n ?  W h a t  o th e r  r e m a r k  c a n  in s p ir e  m o r e  m u tu a l  
c o n f id e n c e  w h e n  tw o  s t r a n g e r s  s le e p  u n d e r  th e  s a m e  r o o f ?  
I n d e e d  in  th e  E a s t w h e n  a  m a n  is a t  th e  h o u s e  o f  a  s t r a n g e r ,  
h e  is  a t  h is  m e rc y . T h e  h o s t  c a n  p o is o n  th e  f o o d  a n d  e v e n  
m u r d e r  h im  i f  h e  w is h e s  to  d o  so , f o r  th e  u n a r m e d  g u e s t  

a n d  h is  a rm e d  h o s t  s le e p  in  th e  sa m e  ro o m .

N e v e r th e le s s  w h e n  th e  w o rd s  o f  p e a c e  a re  s p o k e n  a n d  
re c e iv e d , th e  f e a r  is  r e m o v e d  a n d  c o n f id e n c e  re s to re d . T h e  
h o s t  a n d  h is  g u e s t  b r e a k  b r e a d  to g e th e r  a n d  t r u s t  o n e  a n o th e r .  
T h u s  " I  s u r r e n d e r  to  y o u ” is  th e  p a s s w o rd  f o r  th e  p e o p le  o f  
th e  E a s t  a n d  its  m e a n in g  is  u n d e r s to o d  b y  th o s e  o f  a l l  races.

T o d a y  m o r e  th a n  th r e e  h u n d r e d  m i l l io n  fo l lo w e r s  o f  
M o h a m m e d  a re  c a lle d  M o s le m s , a  n a m e  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  
w o r d  Islam, m e a n in g  ” 1 s u r r e n d e r .”  W h e n  M o h a m m e d  to o k  
M e c c a , h e  b ro k e  a ll t r ib a l  id o ls  a n d  c o m p e l le d  th e  A ra b  
t r ib e s  to  s u r r e n d e r  to  Allah G o d ,  t h e  u n s e e n  G o d  w h o  ru le s  
th e  h e a v e n  a n d  e a r th .  S u b s e q u e n t ly  th e  t r ib a l  q u a r r e ls  a n d  w a rs  
o v e r  th e  d e s e r t  d e it ie s  e n d e d ,  a n d  th e  p e o p le  b e c a m e  u n i t e d  
a n d  w e re  c a lle d  M o s le m s , w h ic h  m e a n s  " a t  p e a c e .”

R e a d e rs  o f  th e  S c r ip tu re s  o f t e n  w o n d e r  w h a t  th o u g h ts  
w e r e  m i r r o r e d  in  th e  m in d  o f  J e s u s  w h e n  H e  s p o k e  th e s e  
s t r ik in g  w o r d s :  ” M y  p e a c e  I g iv e  u n to  y o u : n o t  as th e



w o r ld  g iv e th .”  I n d e e d  su c h  w o rd s  a r e  u s u a l ly  u t t e r e d  b y  
t r iu m p h a n t  e m p e r o r s  a n d  th e i r  g e n e ra ls ,  w h o  a f t e r  th e  d e f e a t  
o f  th e i r  e n e m ie s  d e m a n d  u n c o n d i t io n a l  s u r r e n d e r  a n d  d ic ta te  

p e a c e  te rm s .

I w o n d e r  h o w  H is  d is c ip le s ,  w h o  o f t e n  h e a rd  H im  s p e a k  
o f  H is  s u f f e r in g  a n d  d e a th ,  to o k  th e s e  w o rd s . T h e y  h a d  h e a rd  
th a t  th e  a n g e ls  a n n o u n c e d  H is  b ir th ,  s in g in g ,  " G lo r y  to  G o d  
in  th e  h ig h e s t ,  a n d  o n  e a r th  p e a c e , g o o d  w ill  to w a rd  m e n .”  
T h e y  h a d  h e a rd  H im  te l l  a  la rg e  g a th e r in g ,  " T h i n k  n o t  th a t  
I  c a m e  to  s e n d  p e a c e  o n  th e  e a r th :  I c a m e  n o t  to  s e n d  p e a c e , 
b u t  a  s w o rd . F o r  I c a m e  to  se t a  m a n  a t  v a r ia n c e  a g a in s t  h is  
f a th e r ,  a n d  th e  d a u g h te r  a g a in s t  h e r  m o th e r ,  a n d  th e  d a u g h te r  

i n  la w  a g a in s t  h e r  m o th e r  in  la w .”

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  th e  g r e a t  M e s s ia h  w h o  w a s  e x p e c te d  
to  h e r a ld  th e  r e ig n  o f  p e a c e  a n d  ju s t ic e  w a s  s o o n  to  d ie  th e  
d e a th  o f  a  m a le fa c to r .  J e s u s  h a d  re p e a te d ly  w a rn e d  th e m  o f  
H is  d e a th  a n d  h a d  re n o u n c e d  a l l  p o li t ic a l  a s p i ra t io n s .  T o  
e s ta b li s h  p e a c e  a f t e r  H is  d e a th  w a s  b e y o n d  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o f  H is  s im p le  d is c ip le s .  L ik e  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  p e o p le , th e y  w e re  
lo o k in g  fo r  a  p o li t ic a l  M e s s ia h  w h o  w o u ld  o v e r th ro w  th e  
k in g d o m s  o f  th is  e a r th  a n d  s u b s t i tu te  in  th e i r  p la c e  th e  
r e ig n  o f  G o d .  T h e y  w a n te d  to  se e  th e i r  e n e m ie s  o v e r th ro w n  
a n d  th e  k in g d o m  o f  I s r a e l  e s ta b li s h e d .  A t  th is  t im e  H is  
f o l lo w e r s  w e re  n o t  m i n d f u l  o f  th e  id e a  o f  s p i r i tu a l  c o n q u e s t  
a n d  th e  d e s t ru c t io n  o f  e v il  fo rc e s  w i th in .  T h e y  w e re  n o t  
a w a re  th a t  p e a c e  m u s t  s t a r t  in  m e n ’s h e a r ts  a n d  th a t  th e  

k in g d o m  o f  G o d  w a s  a m o n g  th e m .

T h e n  a g a in  to  e s ta b li s h  an  e v e r la s t in g  p e a c e  a n d  a  p e r ­
m a n e n t  o r d e r  h a s  b e e n  th e  d r e a m  o f  m a n y  p r o p h e t s  a n d  m e n  
o f  G o d  w h o s e  v o ic e s  w e re  d r o w n e d  in  th e  g r e a t  tu m u l t s  a n d  
c o n fu s io n ,  a n d  so m e  o f  w h o m  w e re  m u r d e r e d  b e c a u se  th e y  
s to o d  f o r  p e a c e  a n d  c a lle d  m e n  to  s u r r e n d e r  to  G o d .

W h e n  J e s u s  sp o k e  th e s e  w o rd s , H e  w as  th i n k in g  o f  th e  
d a r k  p e r io d s  in  J e w is h  h is to ry  a n d  th e  tr a g e d ie s  t h a t  h a d  b e ­
f a l l e n  th e  p e o p le  o f  H is  c o u n try . H e  w a s  th i n k in g  o f  th e  
g r e a t  c o n f lic ts  th a t  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  in  th e  N e a r  E a s t a n d  th e  
w a rs  t h a t  w e re  f o u g h t  so le ly  f o r  w o r ld ly  g a in  a n d  p o l i t ic a l



a n d  e c o n o m ic  su p re m a c y . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  J e s u s  w a s  m i n d ­
f u l  o f  th e  b r i e f  p e r io d s  o f  p e a c e  t h a t  h a d  r e ig n e d  f r o m  t im e  
to  t im e  w h e n  p e o p le  w e re  p ro s p e ro u s  a n d  h a p p y . D u r in g  h is  
o w n  d ay s  tw o  g re a t  w o r ld  p o w e rs , th e  e m p ire s  o f  R o m e  a n d  
P e rs ia ,  w e re  s t r iv in g  f o r  p o l i t ic a l  a s c e n d a n c y  in  th e  N e a r  E a s t. 
T h e y  w e re  f ig h t in g  o v e r  th e  r ic h  M e s o p o ta m ia n  w h e a t  a n d  
c o t to n  f ie ld s . J e s u s  h a d  se e n  R o m a n  s o ld ie r s  m a r c h in g  th r o u g h  
G a l i l e e  o n  th e i r  w a y  to  th e  E u p h ra te s  R iv e r .  A t  h o m e  a n d  in  
th e  s y n a g o g u e  H e  h a d  h e a r d  H is  p e o p le  p r a y in g  f o r  p e a c e  
a n d  th e  r e ig n  o f  G o d .  B u t  th e r e  w a s  n o  p e a c e . A l l  h u m a n  
e f fo r ts  to  e s ta b li s h  a  la s t i n g  p e a c e  h a d  fa i le d .  T h e  p ro p h e t s  
w e re  d e a d ,  a n d  p ro p h e c ie s  w h ic h  p r e d ic te d  th e  r e ig n  o f  p e a c e  
a n d  p ro s p e r i ty  r e m a in e d  u n fu l f i l le d .

J e s u s  d id  n o t  s p e a k  o f  th e  p e a c e  th a t  th e  w o r ld  g iv e s . H e  
s p o k e  o f  a n  e v e r la s t in g  p e a c e  b a s e d  o n  ju s tic e , f r e e d o m , a n d  
u n d e r s t a n d in g ;  th e  k in d  o f  p e a c e  th a t  w o u ld  m e e t  w i th  
G o d ’s a p p r o v a l  a n d  b e  s e a le d  w i th  H is  g r e a t  se a l, w h ic h  
g u a r d s  th e  s e c re t  o f  b o th  l i f e  a n d  d e a th ;  th e  k in d  o f  p e a c e  
th a t  p a ss e s  a l l  h u m a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g .  S u c h  a  p e a c e  c a n  o n ly  
b e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h r o u g h  th e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  h u m a n  h e a r ts  a n d  
s o u ls  a n d  b y  p la c in g  m e n ’s l iv e s  in  th e  h a n d  o f  G o d  w h o  
g a v e  th e m .

D u r in g  th e  y e a rs  H e  w a s  o n  e a r th  J e s u s  r e a l iz e d  th a t  a  
p e r m a n e n t  p e a c e  c a n n o t  c o m e  b y  a n y  o th e r  m e a n s  th a n  a 
c h a n g e  o f  h e a r t  a n d  c o m p le te  s u r r e n d e r  to  G o d ,  w h o  is  th e  
F a th e r  o f  a l l  a n d  ru le s  a ll , th e  p e a c e  o f  h e a r t  a n d  m in d .

A s  lo n g  a s  p e o p le  se e k  m a te r ia l  th in g s  f irs t  a n d  c o v e t th e  
th in g s  th a t  a re  n o t  th e i r s  a n d  th a t  th e y  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  to  
o w n , n o  p e a c e  w i l l  b e  e n d u r in g .  P e o p le  m u s t  le a r n  t o  se e k  
f i r s t  th e  s p i r i tu a l  th in g s  t h a t  a r e  th e  b a se s  o f  o u r  h e a l th ,  
su p p ly , a n d  o th e r  n e e d s . W h e n  w e  s e e k  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  
a n d  H is  h a rm o n io u s  r e ig n ,  th e  m a te r ia l  th in g s  a re  o u rs ,  o u r  
w o r ld  b e c o m e s  la r g e r  a n d  its  n a tu r a l  re s o u rc e s  a b u n d a n t .  
D u r in g  th e  s h o r t  p e r io d s  o f  p e a c e  w e  p r o d u c e d  so  m u c h  th a t  
w e  w e re  u n a b le  to  u s e  i t  o r  f in d  m a r k e ts  f o r  it .  T o d a y  th e  
w o r ld  is  s h o r t  o f  f o o d ,  c lo th in g ,  a n d  o th e r  n e c e s s itie s  o f  l i f e .  
T h e  p o p u la t io n  o f  so m e  c o u n tr ie s  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  b y  f a m in e



a n d  s u f fe r in g . T h e s e  s h o r ta g e s  a n d  h a r d s h ip s  c a n n o t  b e  
b la m e d  o n  G o d .  T h e y  a re  to  b e  b la m e d  o n  fa ls e  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  
f e a r  a b o u t  f u t u r e  se c u r ity , g r e e d ,  a n d  th e  d e s i re  to  s u b ju g a te  

th e  w e a k e r  ra c e s .

T h e  S c r ip tu re s  w a r n  u s  a g a in s t  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  o th e r  
g o d s ,  a n d  th e  m a te r ia l  th in g s  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  M a n  m u s t  le a rn  

to  t r u s t  a n d  o b e y  h is  C re a to r .

" I f  th e y  h e a r k e n  a n d  s e rv e  him,
T h e y  s h a l l  s p e n d  th e i r  d a y s  i n  p ro s p e r i ty ,
A n d  th e i r  y e a rs  in  p le a s u re s .

B u t  i f  th e y  h e a r k e n  n o t ,  th e y  s h a l l  p e r i s h  b y  th e  sw o rd , 
A n d  th e y  s h a l l  d ie  w i th o u t  k n o w le d g e .’’

J e s u s  h a d  a  d e f in ite  p la n  in  m in d .  H is  m e s sa g e  w a s  d i f ­
f e r e n t  a n d  H is  w o r d s  w e re  c le a re r  a n d  lo u d e r .  D u r in g  th e  
th r e e  y e a rs  o f  H is  p r e a c h in g  H e  h a d  s o w n  th e  n e w  se e d  a n d  
la id  th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  t h e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d .  H e  h a d  g iv e n  
th e  la w  a  n e w  m e a n in g  a n d  h u m a n i ty  a  n e w  h o p e .  H e  h a d  
s u p p la n te d  h a t r e d  w i th  lo v e , g r e e d  w i th  c h a r i ty . T h e  s p i r i t  
h a d  ta k e n  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  le t te r .  H e  h a d  r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r ­
g iv e n e s s , m e e k n e s s , a n d  g e n tle n e s s .  H is  fo l lo w e r s  h a d  b e e n  
in s t r u c te d  to  lo v e  th e i r  e n e m ie s , p r a y  f o r  th o s e  w h o  h a te d  th e m . 
T h e y  h a d  b e e n  to ld  n o t  to  w o r ry  a b o u t  th e  m o r r o w  a n d  to  
a g re e  w i th  th e i r  a d v e rs a ry  as s o o n  as p o s s ib le . J e s u s ’ te a c h in g  
a n d  h u m a n  c o n d u c t  w a s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  n e w  o r d e r  th a t  
w a s  to  h e r a ld  th e  r e ig n  o f  ju s tic e . I n d e e d  s in c e  J e s u s ’ d a y  
p e a c e  a n d  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  a r e  w i th i n  m a n ’s re a c h . H e ­
b re w  p r o p h e t s  w e r e  m o r e  o r  le s s  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  th e  f u tu r e  
o f  th e i r  o w n  p e o p le ,  ju s t  as G a n d h i  is c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  th e  
f r e e d o m  o f  I n d i a  a n d  th e  d ic ta to r s  a b o u t  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  th e i r  
o w n  p e o p le .  J e s u s  w a s  n o t  t r y in g  to  sa v e  H is  p e o p le  o n ly  b u t  
a l l  p e o p le ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  c la s s  o r  c o lo r .  A c c o rd in g  to  H is  
te a c h in g  a l l  m e n  a r e  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  G o d  a n d  h a v e  th e  sa m e  
p r iv i le g e s  a n d  r ig h ts .  W h e n  m e n  u n d e r s ta n d  th i s  d iv in e  
F a th e r h o o d ,  th e y  w i l l  r e s p e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  o th e r s .

S u c h  s p i r i tu a l  g a in s  d e m a n d  c o m p le te  s u r r e n d e r  to  th e  
d iv in e  w i l l  o f  G o d  a n d  r e p u d ia t io n  o f  th e  m a te r ia l  w o r ld .  
N o  o th e r  p e a c e  c a n  b e  p e r m a n e n t .  T re a t ie s  b e c o m e  o b s o le te ,



p le d g e s  a re  b ro k e n ,  p ro m is e s  f o r g o t te n .  T h i s  is  b e c a u se  
tr e a t ie s  m a d e  b y  fo r c e  a re  n o t  t r e a tie s .  G o d  c a n n o t  b e  a  p a r t n e r  
i n  h u m a n  a m b i t io n ,  g r e e d ,  a n d  in ju s t ic e .

J e s u s  w a s  w e ll v e r s e d  in  J e w is h  h is to ry ,  th e  n a t io n a l  
s t r u g g le s  o f  th e  J e w s , th e i r  s u f fe r in g s , a n d  th e i r  d e s ire  f o r  
p e r m a n e n t  p e a c e . T h e  p e o p le  th e n ,  as th e y  d o  to d a y , lo o k e d  
f o r  a n  e n d u r i n g  p e a c e , b u t  th e y  s o u g h t  i t  in  th e  w r o n g  
q u a r te r ,  ju s t  as so m e  n a t io n s  d o  to d a y . T h e i r  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  
n a t io n a l  in te re s ts  a lw a y s  c a m e  f irs t . W e  o f t e n  w a n t  p e a c e  
a n d  p ro s p e r i ty  a t  th e  e x p e n s e  o f  s o m e o n e  e lse . W e  w a n t  
lu x u r ie s  a n d  c o m f o r ts  b u t  n o t  b y  th e  s w e a t o f  o u r  o w n  
b ro w . W e  f a i l  to  re a liz e  t h a t  w h e n  w e  a c q u ir e  m a te r ia l  p o s ­
se s s io n s  u n ju s t ly  w e  m a k e  l i f e  h a r d e r  f o r  o u rs e lv e s  a n d  f o r  
o th e r s .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  s p i r i tu a l  g a in s  b r i n g  p ro s p e r i ty  
f o r  a ll ,  a n d  p r o s p e r i ty  b r in g s  p e a c e  a n d  h a rm o n y . A s  lo n g  
a s  so m e  o f  th e  p e o p le  a re  in  w a n t  o th e r s  w i l l  f in d  n o  p e a c e .

J e s u s ’ p e a c e  m e a n s  th e  b le s s in g  o f  G o d  o n  a l l  H is  p e o p le ,  
i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  c o lo r , c re e d , o r  race . R a c ia l b a r r ie r s  a n d  r e ­
l ig io u s  p r e ju d ic e s  m u s t  b e  b ro k e n  d o w n  b e f o r e  m a n  c a n  
e v e n  th in k  o f  a  p e r m a n e n t  p e a c e . T h i s  m e a n s  c o m p le te  s u r ­
r e n d e r  to  th e  d iv in e  w il l  o f  G o d .

T h e  p e a c e  th a t  th e  w o r ld  g iv e s  is  n o t  a  p e a c e  b u t  a n  
a rm is t ic e  o r  p o s tp o n e m e n t  o f  w a r . M a n ’s w is d o m  is  to o  
l im i te d  to  e n a b le  h im  to  d e v is e  a n  e n d u r in g  p e a c e . H is  
p h y s ic a l  p o w e r  a n d  w o r ld ly  a m b i t io n  s o o n e r  o r  la te r  c o m e  
to  a n  e n d .  H is  d a y s  a re  l ik e  a  s h a d o w . H e  fa d e s  l ik e  a  g a r ­
m e n t  a n d  w ith e r s  l ik e  g ra s s . T h is  is  w h y  h u m a n  t r e a tie s  a re  
b ro k e n ,  p ro m is e s  n e v e r  c a r r ie d  o u t ,  a n d  th e  th in g s  f o r  w h ic h  
p a s t  g e n e ra t io n s  s h e d  th e i r  b lo o d  to ta l ly  f o r g o t te n .  E v e ry  
g e n e r a t io n  is b o rn  w i th  n e w  id e a s , th e  th in g s  th a t  w e re  d o n e  
y e s te rd a y  a re  th in g s  o f  th e  p a s t ,  a n d  th e  th in g s  th a t  a re  d o n e  
to d a y  w il l  b e  f o r g o t te n .  O n ly  in  s p i r i t  c a n  w e  liv e . " I t  is th e  
s p i r i t  th a t  g iv e th  l i f e ;  th e  flesh  p ro f i te th  n o th i n g .”  T h e  s p i r i t  
is  l i f e  a n d  t r u t h ;  i t  k n o w s  n o  d is ta n c e s  n o r  g e o g ra p h ic a l  
b o u n d a r ie s .  I t  is e te r n a l  ju s t  as G o d  is e te r n a l .  T h is  is w h y  
a  p e a c e  b a se d  o n  s p i r i tu a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w i l l  b e  a  la s t in g  
p e a c e .



J e s u s ’ p e a c e  w a s  to  g o  d o w n  f r o m  o n e  a g e  t o  a n o th e r .  H e  
sa w  v ic to ry  b e y o n d  th e  g r a v e  a n d  d e a th  as th e  b e g in n in g  
o f  l i f e .  H e  g a v e  H is  e a r th ly  l i f e  to  p ro v e  th a t  th e r e  is  l i f e  
b e y o n d  th e  g ra v e .

T o d a y  as in  1 9 1 8  p e o p le  a re  b e g in n in g  to  t u r n  t o  G o d . 
C h u rc h e s  a r e  c ro w d e d  a n d  o n  so m e  o c c a s io n s  h o ld i n g  tw o  o r  
th r e e  se rv ic e s . S o m e  p e o p le  a re  lo o k in g  fo r w a r d  to  th e  s u d d e n  
c o m in g  o f  C h r is t ,  o th e r s  b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  r e ig n  o f  G o d  a n d  
H is  r ig h te o u s n e s s  is  a t  h a n d .  S ti l l  o th e r s  a re  a t a  lo ss .

T h e  y e a rs  a f t e r  t h e  la s t  a rm is t ic e  w e r e  y e a rs  o f  g r e a t  
p o s s ib il i t ie s .  T h e  sk y  w a s  c le a r  o n c e  m o r e  a n d  fe a r s  o f  f u tu r e  
w a r  w e re  r e m o te . I t  w a s  a n  e r a  o f  p ro s p e r i ty ,  o f  th e  b u i ld in g  
o f  c a th e d ra ls ,  c h u rc h e s , s c h o o ls , a n d  o th e r  i n s t i tu t io n s ;  a n  
e r a  o f  th e  r a i s in g  o f  m i l l io n s  o f  d o l l a r s  f o r  th e  r e l i e f  o f  
f o r e ig n  c o u n tr ie s  a n d  f o r  m is s io n s . T h e n  c a m e  th e  p r o p h e t s  
o f  f a l s e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  p r e a c h in g  d o c tr in e s  o f  m a te r ia l  p r o s ­
p e r i ty , f e a r ,  a n d  w a n t .  T h e y  to ld  th e  p e o p le  th a t  w h e n  th e y  
w e re  o v e r  s ix ty -f iv e  G o d  w o u ld  d e s e r t  th e m , a n d  t h a t  th e y  
m u s t  lo o k  a f t e r  th e i r  f u t u r e  se c u r ity . T h e s e  te a c h in g s  m a d e  
so m e  lo o k  o n  th e  d o l l a r  a s  th e i r  G o d .  In  o th e r  w o rd s , s e c u r ity  
w a s  b a se d  o n  th e  d o l la r .  T h i s  e ra  w a s  fo l lo w e d  b y  th e  f a l l  o f  
m a rk e ts ,  b y  g e n e ra l  b a n k ru p tc y  a n d  u n e m p lo y m e n t .  I n  o th e r  
w o rd s ,  w e  h a rv e s te d  w h a t  w e  h a d  so w n .

T h e  m a te r ia l  w o r ld  h a s  f a i l e d  u s  m a n y  t im e s  a n d  its  
p h i lo s o p h ie s  h a v e  r e s u l te d  i n  f e a r ,  g r e e d ,  a n d  w a r . I  p ra y  
th a t  th is  t im e  th e  le a d e rs  o f  th e  w o r ld  m a y  t r y  th e  p e a c e  th a t  
J e s u s  s u g g e s te d ;  n o t  p e a c e  a s  t h e  w o r ld  g iv e s  i t  b u t  G o d ’s 
p e a c e , a  k in d  o f  p e a c e  t h a t  b le s se s  b o th  th e  v ic to r  a n d  th e  
v a n q u is h e d .  P e a c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i ty  n o t  o n ly  f o r  A m e r ic a  b u t  
f o r  th e  w o r ld  a t  la rg e .

I  b e lie v e  t h e  n e a re s t  th i n g  to  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  th a t  
th e  w o r ld  h a s  e v e n  k n o w n  is  A m e r ic a n  d e m o c ra c y  a n d  f r e e ­
d o m  o f  w o r s h ip ,  a n d  A m e r ic a n  in s t i tu t io n s ,  e v e n  th o u g h  
th e y  a re  f a r  f r o m  p e r f e c t ,  a re  th e  b e s t  e v e r  d e v is e d . L e t  u s  
h o p e  a n d  p r a y  th a t  th e s e  m a y  b e c o m e  p ro to ty p e s  o f  a  n e w  
w o r ld  o r d e r  a n d  a  g u id in g  in f lu e n c e  f o r  a l l  le a d e r s  in  th e i r  
w o r k  f o r  a  f in a l a n d  la s t in g  p e a c e .
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T h e s e  le s s o n s  p o in t  o u t  th e  s y m b o lo g y  o f  th e  B ib le  a n d  in ­
te r p r e t  i t  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  U n i ty  te a c h in g . S tu d y  w i th  an  
o p e n  m in d  a n d  T r u th  w i l l  c o n v in c e  y o u . B ib le  te x t  i s  ta k e n  
f r o m  th e  A m e r ic a n  S ta n d a r d  V e r s io n  o f  th e  B ib le ,  c o p y r ig h t ,  
1 9 2 9 , b y  th e  I n te rn a tio n a l C o u n c il  o f  R e l ig io u s  E d u c a tio n , 
le s s o n s  a r e  d e v e lo p e d  f r o m  o u tl in e s  p r e p a r e d  a n d  c o p y ­
r ig h te d  b y  th e  C o u n c il;  b o th  a r e  u s e d  b y  p e r m is s io n .
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Lesson 10, December 5, 1943 
U n i t y  S u b j e c t — Learning to Possess Our Own.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S u b j e c t —The Sin of Covetousness.-— E x o d .

2 0 : 1 7 ;  L u k e  1 2 :1 3 - 2 6 .

1 7 . T h o u  s h a l t  n o t  c o v e t th y  n e ig h b o r ’s h o u s e , th o u  
s h a l t  n o t  c o v e t th y  n e ig h b o r ’s w if e ,  n o r  h is  m a n - s e rv a n t ,  
n o r  h is  m a id - s e r v a n t ,  n o r  h is  o x , n o r  h is  ass , n o r  a n y th in g  
th a t  is  th y  n e ig h b o r ’s.

1 3 . A n d  o n e  o u t  o f  t h e  m u l t i tu d e  s a id  u n to  h im , 
T e a c h e r ,  b id  m y  b r o th e r  d iv id e  t h e  in h e r i t a n c e  w i th  m e .

1 4 . B u t  h e  s a id  u n to  h im ,  M a n , w h o  m a d e  m e  a  
j u d g e  o r  a  d iv id e r  o v e r  y o u  ?

1 5 . A n d  h e  sa id  u n to  th em , T a k e  h e e d , an d  k e e p  
y o u r se lv e s  fr o m  a ll c o v e to u sn e ss:  fo r  a m a n ’s l i f e  co n -  
s is te th  n o t  in  th e  a b u n d a n ce  o f  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  h e  p o s-  
sesse th .

1 6 . A n d  h e  s p a k e  a  p a r a b l e  u n to  , th e m , s a y in g , T h e  
g r o u n d  o f  a  c e r ta in  r ic h  m a n  b r o u g h t  f o r th  p le n t i f u l l y :

1 7 . A n d  h e  re a s o n e d  w i th i n  h im s e l f ,  s a y in g , W h a t  
s h a l l  I  d o , b e c a u se  I  h a v e  n o t  w h e r e  to  b e s to w  m y  f r u i t s ?

1 8 . A n d  h e  sa id , T h is  w i l l  I d o : I w i l l  p u ll  d o w n  
m y  barns, an d  b u ild  g r e a ter ; an d  th e r e  w i l l  I b e sto w  a ll 
m y  g r a in  an d  m y  g o o d s .

1 9 . A n d  I  w i l l  say  to  m y  so u l ,  S o u l, t h o u  h a s t  m u c h  
g o o d s  la id  u p  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ; ta k e  th in e  e a se , e a t, d r in k ,  
b e  m e r ry .

2 0 . B u t  G o d  s a id  u n to  h im , T h o u  fo o l i s h  o n e , th is



night is thy soul required o f  thee; and the things which  
thou hast prepared, whose shall they be?

21. So is he that Iayeth up treasure for him self, and 
is not rich toward God.

22. A nd he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say 
unto you, Be not anxious for your life , what ye shall eat; 
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.

23. For the life  is more than the food, and the body 
than the raiment.

24. Consider the ravens, that they sow not, neither 
reap; which have no store-chamber nor barn; and God  
feedeth them: o f how  much more value are ye than the 
birds!

25. And which o f  you by being anxious can add a 
cubit unto the measure o f  his life  ?

26. I f  then ye are not able to do even that which is 
least, why are ye anxious concerning the rest ?

G o l d e n  T e x t — Thou shalt not covet . . . anything that 
is thy neighbor’s.— Exod. 20:17.

S i l e n t  P r a y e r — I desire only what is mine in Christ, and 
in this Spirit 1 enter into my divine heritage.

A t some time or other everyone has heard the personal 
apology "I wish' I were not like that, but I am and I cannot 
help it.” In the commandment against covetousness no allow ­
ance is made for such fatalism. T he commandment "Thou 
shalt not covet,” like all the others, is mandatory. I f  mankind 
were unequal to keeping it, it w ould never have been given. 
W e are not called upon to accomplish the impossible.

H e who is insistent on his "rights” and w ho always 
wants "justice” done may easily overlook the more important 
right to renounce strife and live according to the principle 
o f divine justice and mercy, claim ing as his own only what 
he has earned through keeping the divine law. W e may in­
herit equally with our brother certain material goods, but if  
w e are intent on getting possession o f our inheritance o f  
earthly things w e cannot g ive much attention to the im ­
material riches that are ours to claim and use. W e inherit all



spiritual riches, but w e can take possession o f our estate in 
that realm only through use. W e cannot p ile up unused 
spiritual riches, for they cannot be hoarded. Faith grows 
strong in m e as I use the faith that I have. Love increases in 
my heart as I practice loving. W isdom  is quickened in me as 
I depend on the wisdom  o f the Christ mind to enlighten me 
in all Quandaries and problems.

"Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetousness.” 
By being on our guard against insidious desire w e are equal 
to keep this commandment. W e are to keep ourselves, not 
be kept, from all covetousness. I f  w e prefer to think o f  our­
selves as kept from all wrongdoing, w e may intrust ourselves 
to the Christ Spirit. Once aroused in us, this Spirit works 
its work, for it is never inactive nor quiescent. It inspires us 
not to lay up much goods for many years, after the manner 
o f material-minded persons, but to exercise our g ift without 
stint or weariness and increase it ourselves as w e increase a 
muscle, by g iving it the use for which it is fitted.

T he "certain rich man” o f  the parable dealt in  material 
things. These obey the law o f  increase as do immaterial 
qualities. T he word "certain” here connotes a specific person 
and has no reference to the nature o f  his wealth. Material 
wealth is uncertain in the extreme, for it is subject to loss or a 
lessening in  value. I f  neither o f  these changes occurs the 
owner him self changes. "This night is thy soul required o f  
thee; and the things which thou hast prepared, whose shall 
they be?” Material riches cannot be made part and parcel o f  
the individual. Materiality is not the soul’s native medium. 
The world says, "You can’t take it with you,” thus alluding  
to the transitory nature o f money and material riches.

The desire to lay up material wealth in order to retire 
and "take life  easy” is not in harmony w ith divine law. W hen  
w e have built up faith w e cannot lay it aside without having  
it dissipated. Love, strength, wisdom, all spiritual qualities, 
fo llow  the same rule. They are stored only as they are added 
to daily. Great reserves o f  spiritual power and strength are 
thus accumulated, to be drawn upon as needed.

U N I T Y  F O R  D E C E M B E R  1 9 4 3
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W e keep ourselves from covetousness by developing an 
awareness o f  the universal life  and o f ourselves as a part o f  
it. "All things whatsoever the Father hath are m ine,” but I 
must take possession o f m ine under law. V iolence is no part 
o f that law. Rather the law is that o f give and take, in which  
giving has precedence. W e possess in Truth only that for 
which w e give an adequate return. It is in the g iving o f this 
return that w e make ourselves ’'rich toward G od” and live  
satisfyingly and fully. N o t "making a liv ing” but liv ing  
life  w ell and truly is the vital thing for us to learn. In so 
doing w e make a liv ing unfailingly, because that is one o f  
the conditions o f  the law that w e fulfill as w e take care o f  
the greater need.

QUESTIONS
1. Is it p ossib le  for us always to keep ourselves from  

covetousness ?
2. H o w  do w e  take p ossession  o f  our sp iritual heritage?
3. Can w e  acquire m aterial w ealth  and sp iritual w ealth  at 

the sam e tim e?
4 . W h en  anyone has becom e "rich tow ard G o d ” can he  

safely  lay aside h is sp iritual possession s, as a person lays 
aside active business and retires to take l ife  easy?

5. W h at is the vital th in g  for us to learn about the la w  o f  
g iv e  and take?
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Lesson 11, December 12, 1943
U n i t y  S u b j e c t — The Wisdom of Love.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S u b j e c t — Christ’s New Commandment. 
— Mark 12:28-34; John 13:34, 35; 15:10-14.

28. And one o f the scribes came, and heard them  
questioning together, and knowing that he had answered 
them w ell, asked him, W hat commandment is the first 
o f all?

29. Jesus answered, The first is, Hear, O Israel; The 
Lord our God, the Lord is one:

30. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength.

31. The second is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor



as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than 
these.

32. And the scribe said unto him, O f a truth. 
Teacher, thou hast w ell said that he is one; and there is 
none other but he:

33. And to love him  with all the heart, and with  
all the understanding, and with all the strength, and to 
love his neighbor as himself, is much more than all whole 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices.

34. And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, 
he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of  
God. And no man after that durst ask him  any question.

34. A  new commandment I g ive unto you, that ye 
love one another; even as I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another.

35. By this shall all men know that ye are my dis­
ciples, if  ye have love one to another.

10. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in 
my lo v e ; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, 
and abide in his love.

11. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.

12. This is my commandment, that ye love one an­
other, even as I have loved you.

13. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life  for his friends.

14. Y e are my friends, if  ye do the things which I 
command you.

G o l d e n  T e x t —A new commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one another; even as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another.— John 13:34.

S i l e n t  P r a y e r —I lose sight of the self in the larger 
view of the all in Christ.

To satisfy the understanding o f  each generation Truth 
must be reinterpreted in terms that appeal to that generation. 
T he literal interpretation o f the commandments no longer 
satisfies the seeking mind and heart. A  deeper m eaning is de­
sired and is resolutely sought and studied.



O n  a ll co u n ts lo v e  is se e n  to  b e  th e  w ise s t  cou rse  fo r  th e  
in d iv id u a l to  fo l lo w . T o  lo v e  G o d  w ith  a ll our p o w ers  is  th e  
w ise s t  a tt itu d e  th at w e  can h o ld  tow ard  th e  sou rce  o f  o u r  
b e in g . T o  lo v e  as w e  lo v e  o u r se lv e s  th o se  w h o s e  liv e s  tou ch  
ours is  th e  p art o f  w isd o m  fo r  us as m em b ers o f  soc ie ty . I t is  
n o t  a lto g e th e r  h o lin e ss  o r  p ie ty  th at is e n jo in e d  in  th is  c o m ­
m a n d m en t: th e  w e lfa r e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l an d  o f  a ll m em b ers  
o f  society  is in v o lv e d  a lso .

" T h e  L ord  ou r G o d , th e  L ord  is  o n e .’’ T h is  u n ity  s im p li­
fies th e  in n e r  l i f e .  O u r  lo y a ltie s , ou r p r in c ip le s , ou r d ev o tio n , 
a ll h a v e  o n e  so u rce  an d  o n e  o b je c t iv e . T h e r e  is  n o  n e e d  to  
scatter o u r  fo rces  b y  a c k n o w le d g in g  lo rd s  m an y  an d  g o d s  m any. 
A b so lu te  g o o d  is  a ll th a t n e ed s to  b e co n sid ered  or  rem em ­
bered . W h a te v e r  is g o o d  fo r  u s, in  th e  co n sc io u sn ess  o f  th e  
C h rist, is  g o o d  fo r  a ll. W h a te v e r  is  g o o d  fo r  a ll is  g o o d  fo r  
u s. W e  are fr e e  to  ch o o se  ou r g o o d , an d  so  are o th ers . In  th e  
fr e e d o m  o f  th e  C h rist w e  h a v e  n o  d esire  to  co n tr o l o th ers . S e lf -  
co n tro l is  an  in d iv id u a l p ro b lem  to  w h ic h  ev ery o n e  m u st fin d  
a so lu tio n . B e fo r e  w e  can  lo v e  G o d  or  ou r n e ig h b o r  w ith  c o m ­
p le te  d e v o tio n  w e  m u st b e  m aster  o f  o u rse lv es. T h e  le s so n  in  
se lf-c o n tr o l is  o n e  th a t req u ires d il ig e n t  an d  u n r e m ittin g  study  
an d  practice  o n  ou r part. It le a v es  u s n o  t im e  or in c lin a t io n  to  
d o m in a te  o th ers or  im p o se  o u r  w i l l  o n  th em . W e  lo v e  our  
n e ig h b o r  b y  a cco rd in g  h im  th e  sam e fr e e d o m  th at w e  o u rse lv es  
d esire  an d  h o ld  as ou r b irth righ t.

W e  are n o t  fa r  fr o m  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  w h e n  w e  lay  
a s id e  arro g a n ce  a n d  d e v e lo p  h u m ility  as in d iv id u a ls  an d  as 
a p e o p le . O u r  w e lfa r e  d o es  n o t  rest o n  th e  c o n v ic t io n  th a t w e  
are th e  g rea tes t p e o p le  in  th e  w o r ld , th a t ou rs is th e  g rea test  
co u n try  or th e  g r ea tes t c iv iliz a tio n . I t b e h o o v e s  u s in stea d  to  
stu d y  h isto ry  an d  tak e an in v en to ry  o f  o u r  d eb ts to  o th er  
c iv iliz a tio n s  an d  o th er  co u n tr ies  w h o se  h isto ry  or  cu ltu re  m ay  
a n ted a te  ou r o w n . O n ly  th u s can  w e  assess o u r  tru e  p la c e  in  
th e  w o r ld  an d  ju d g e  w h a t ou r co n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  l i f e  an d  
th o u g h t  o f  th e  race h as b een  an d  n o w  is.

A s  in d iv id u a ls  w e  d raw  n ear to  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  by  
p u tt in g  ou r country , th e  w o r ld , an d  ou r n e ig h b o r  first in  our



thoughts, and the personal self second, third, or last. The de­
sire to serve is bound up with the wisdom o f loving in a way 
that the desire to further our own interests and do w ell by our­
selves can never be. T o g ive without thought o f return is better 
for our character and ultimate good than holding the thought 
that all the Father has is ours and devoting ourselves to collect­
ing what is ours by all means in our power. Our own comes 
to us under law, but the law o f the Spirit o f  Christ brings 
our own to us without strain, stress, or overmuch thought of 
getting what is ours, when we give expression to this Spirit. 
Our chief concern is to express universal love, and its nature 
and measure is our absorbing interest.

W e are to love one another as Jesus Christ loved H is dis­
ciples. H e held steadfastly to the thought o f their perfection, 
showing them the deepest love that they were capable o f  re­
ceiving. H e laid down H is life for the principles o f  truth and 
righteousness, to show how all-important our loyalty to the 
highest ideal actually is. H e m ight easily have avoided cruci­
fixion and death by staying away from Jerusalem at the time 
o f the Passover. Instead H e went there purposely and taught 
openly in order to show that devotion to Truth is either total 
or it is nothing. It cannot be temporized with. Love cannot be 
temporized with and remain love. It must have a single ob­
ject and to this object its whole thought must be given. Thus 
we keep the two great commandments.

QUESTIONS
1. From  the v iew p o in t o f  in d iv id u al w elfare is it w ise  to 

concentrate our thought on  lov in g  G od  and our neighbor?
2. H o w  does unity in  love  sim p lify  the inner l i fe  o f  the  

indiv idual ?
3. Is se lf-control prerequisite to the keep in g  o f  the great 

com m andm ents ?
4 . H o w  does hum ility  serve us in  approaching the k ingdom ?
5. D o e s  fa ith fu l expression  o f  the law  o f  love  take care 

o f the outw ork in g  o f  the law  o f  g iv in g  and receiving?

m m m m i m

Lesson 12, December 19, 1943 
U n i t y  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S u b j e c t — Christ the Fulfillment 

of the Law.-—Heb. 1:1-9; Rom. 10:4-10.



* 1. God, having o f old time spoken unto the fathers 
in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners,

2. Hath at the end o f these days spoken unto us in 
his Son, whom  he appointed heir o f all things, through 
whom  also he made the w orlds;

3. W h o being the effulgence o f  his glory, and the 
very image o f  his substance, and upholding all things by 
the word o f  his power, when he had made purification 
o f sins, sat down on the right hand o f  the Majesty on 
high;

4. H aving become by so much better than the angels, 
as he hath inherited a more excellent name than they.

5. For unto which o f  the angels said he at any time,
Thou art my Son,

This day have I begotten thee? 
and again,

I w ill be to him a Father,
And he shall be to me a Son ?

6. And when he again bringeth in the firstborn into 
the world he saith, And let all the angels o f God worship 
him.

7. And o f  the angels he saith,
W ho maketh his angels winds,
And his ministers a flame o f  fire:

8. But o f the Son he saith,
Thy throne, O  God, is for ever and ever;
And the sceptre o f uprightness is the sceptre o f  thy 

kingdom.
9. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; 

Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee
W ith  the oil o f gladness above thy fellows.

4. For Christ is the end o f the law unto righteous­
ness to every one that believeth.

5. For Moses writeth that the man that doeth the 
righteousness which is o f the law shall live thereby.

6. But the righteousness which is o f faith saith thus, 
Say not in thy heart, W ho shall ascend into heaven ? (that 
is, to bring Christ dow n:)

7. Or, W ho shall descend into the abyss ? (that is, to 
bring Christ up from the dead.)



8. But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word o f  faith, which 
w e preach:

9. Because if  thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God  
raised him  from the dead, thou shalt be saved:

10. For with the heart man believeth unto right­
eousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.

G o l d e n  T e x t — God . . . hath at the end of these days 
spoken unto us in his Son.— Heb. 1 :1 , 2.

S i l e n t  P r a y e r — God speaks to me in- every Christlike 
impulse of my mind and heart.

According to their understanding and inspiration the 
prophets foretold Jesus and exhorted their hearers to be law- 
abiding, which was their version o f Christlikeness. Their 
vision was broader in its scope than the Mosaic law which  
has provided the texts o f  most o f the lessons during the past 
quarter.

Much later in time than the Mosaic law as given in the 
Ten Commandments w e had Jesus’ new commandment o f  love 
to God as expressed in love o f  our neighbor. W e now have 
the ideal o f the Christ as the fulfillment o f  the divine law. 
From the partial understanding o f  our nature and destiny we 
come to the complete and perfect expression o f the ideal Son 
o f God as made manifest in Jesus and held before us as an 
inspiration to like achievement on our part.

God speaks to us "in his Son,” that is, in the spirit o f  the 
Christ. God speaks to us whenever w e are moved by a Christ­
like m otive or impulse. The Christ is the divine-idea man, 
the only-begotten Son o f God, the one complete idea o f  per­
fect man in D ivine M ind. The Christ is the embodiment o f all 
divine ideas, such as intelligence, life, love, substance, and 
strength. Straining to express the inexpressible, the text de­
scribes the Christ as "being the effulgence o f  his glory, and 
the very image o f his substance, and upholding all things by 
the word o f  his power.”



T h is  C h rist, or  p er fec t-m a n  id ea  e x is t in g  e tern a lly  in  D iv in e  
M in d , is  th e  true, sp ir itu a l, h ig h e r  s e l f  o f  ev ery  in d iv id u a l. 
E ach  o f  u s h as w ith in  h im  th e  C h rist, ju st as Jesu s h a d , an d  w e  
m u st lo o k  w ith in  to  r e c o g n iz e  an d  rea lize  ou r so n sh ip , our  
d iv in e  o r ig in  an d  b irth , e v e n  as H e  d id . B y m a k in g  o u rse lv es  
co n tin u a lly  o n e  w ith  th e  H ig h e s t  b y  our th o u g h ts , w o rd s, an d  

acts, w e  to o  b eco m e  so n s o f  G o d , m a n ife s t .

O u r  a n g e ls  are our sp ir itu a l p ercep tio n s  (th o u g h ts  o f  th e  
L o r d ) .  T h e  C h rist is  greater  th an  th ese , fo r  i t  is  th ro u g h  

H im  th a t w e  act o n  ou r p ercep tio n s .
" B u t o f  th e  S o n  he saith,

T h y  th ro n e , O  G o d , is  fo rev er  an d  e v e r ;
A n d  th e  scep tre  o f  u p r ig h tn e ss  is  th e  scep tre  o f  

th y  k in g d o m .”

U p r ig h tn e s s  is  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  C h r ist lik en ess  as it  w a s o f  
th e  M o sa ic  la w . L o v e  o f  r ig h teo u sn ess  tak es fo r m  in  r ig h t  
th in k in g  as w e l l  as r ig h t d o in g . G o d  is lo v e , an d  C h rist is  
th is  lo v e  o f  r ig h teo u sn ess  w h ic h  a n o in ts  w ith  th e  o il  o f  g la d ­
n ess  h im  w h o  th in k s an d  d o e s  r igh t, to  w h o m  th e  C h rist is 
n o t  an  id ea l im p o ss ib le  to  b e  rea lized  b y  any b u t Jesus o f  

N a za re th .
In  T ru th  th e  " r ig h teo u sn ess  w h ic h  is o f  fa ith ” is  th e  w o rd  

o f  fa ith  in  th e  h eart an d  in  th e  m o u th . I t  is  th e  fa ith fu l th in k ­
in g  an d  sp e a k in g  o f  T ru th  an d  o f  cou rse  fa ith fu l l iv in g  in  
h a rm o n y  w ith  o u r  th o u g h ts  an d  w o r d s. T r u e  fa ith  in  C h rist  
is  p ractica l an d  can  b e  a p p lie d  practica lly  to  everyd ay  l ife .  
I t  h as li t t le  to  d o  w ith  sp e c u la tiv e  th eo r ies. " W h o  sh a ll a scend  
in to  h e a v e n ” or  " w h o  sh a ll d escen d  in to  th e  abyss” d o e s  n o t  
in terest h im  w h o  h as th e  fa ith  o f  th e  C h rist in  h is  m in d  an d  
h eart as a w o r k in g  p r in c ip le . H e  is p reo ccu p ied  in stea d  w ith  
th e  h eart an d  w ith  th e  m o u th , th a t is, h is  o w n  h ea rt an d  m o u th . 
H e  is  b u sy  k e e p in g  fa ith  in  th ese  tw o  rea lm s: th e  rea lm  o f  
B e in g  and th e  rea lm  o f  e x p ress io n . H e  is co n v in c e d  that 
" w ith  th e  h eart m a n  b e lie v e th  u n to  r ig h teo u sn ess” ; th a t is , it  
is  p o ss ib le  fo r  h im  to  th in k  tru ly  and co n stru ctiv e ly  c o n c e r n in g  
a ll th a t c o m es w ith in  th e  rad iu s o f  h is  in terests . H e  k n o w s  th at 
" w ith  th e  m o u th  c o n fe s s io n  is  m a d e  u n to  sa lv a t io n ” ; that



\
is, his words, issuing from his faith in Truth and expressing 
that faith, take form in substance and work out into manifesta­
tion as his destiny.

QUESTIONS
1. H o w  does G od  speak to us "in his Son” ?
2 . W h a t d o w e  understand the Christ to  be?
3. H o w  do w e  becom e the m anifest sons o f  G od?
4 . W h a t are our "angels” ?
5. H o w  does love  o f  righteousness take form  and expres­

sion ?
6. Is fa ith  in  the Christ practical? In  w h at w ay  is  it so?
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Lesson 13, December 26, 1943 
U n i t y  S u b j e c t — Our Dawning Consciousness of the Divine.
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S u b j e c t — God’s Great Love and His Gift.

— Matt. 2:1-12.

1. N o w  when Jesus was born in Bethlehem  o f Judaea 
in the days of Herod the king, behold, W ise-m en from  
the east came to Jerusalem, saying,

2. W here is he that is born K ing o f the Jews ? for w e 
saw his star in the east, and are come to worship him.

3. And when Herod the king heard it, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

4. A nd gathering together all the ch ief priests and 
scribes o f the people, he inquired o f  them where the 
Christ should be born.

5. A nd they said unto him, In Bethlehem  o f Judaea: 
for thus it is written through the prophet,

6. And thou Bethlehem, land o f  Judah,
Art in no w ise least among the princes o f  Judah: 
For out o f  thee shall come forth a governor,
W ho shall be shepherd o f  my people Israel.

7. Then Herod privily called the W ise-m en, and 
learned of them exactly what time the star appeared.

8. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and 
search out exactly concerning the young child; and when 
ye have found him, bring me word, that I also may come 
and worship him.

9. And they, having heard the king, w ent their w ay;



and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before 
them, till it came and stood over where the young child 
was.

10. A nd when they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy.

11. A nd they came into the house and saw the young 
child with Mary his m other; and they fe ll down and wor­
shipped him ; and opening their treasures they offered 
unto him  gifts, gold  and frankincense and myrrh.

12. And being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed into their own  
country another way.

G o l d e n  T e x t — For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.— John 3:16.

S i l e n t  P r a y e r — With joy I greet the dawn of the Christ 
light in my mind and heart.

Like all other development, that o f  the spirit is under law. 
The consciousness o f  our spiritual nature and origin develops 
under unerring law. As w e give our thought to the things o f  
God, to peace and good w ill among those around us and to 
the things that make for peace o f mind in ourselves, w e become 
conscious o f  inner peace, a peace that has always existed in­
dependent o f  circumstances. Into this peace we may enter as 
w e fulfill the conditions that make it possible.

Bethlehem means "house o f bread,’’ the "substance center” 
where the ideal man has his source. This ideal man is Jesus, 
w hose name means "whose help Jehovah is .” The name Herod 
means "heroic,” "son o f  a hero.” The Christ ideal is born in 
man "in the days o f  Herod the king,” that is, in the midst 
o f the ruling power o f the outer consciousness. The ruling 
power is antagonistic to the new conception that in due course 
is destined to supplant it. Sense and spiritual consciousness 
cannot subsist in mind together.

The W ise M en from the East who came to Jerusalem seek­
ing the Christ child symbolize the inner resources o f the soul 
when it is stirred to the depths by a revelation o f  Truth. The



East represents the w ithin, and the com ing o f the W ise M en  
signifies intuitive w isdom  reverently seeking out the new ideal 
o f life  that is taking shape in consciousness. T he K ing o f the 
Jews, the ruling power o f the spiritual consciousness, commands 
the worship and devotion o f the soul, which lays its rich 
gifts at the feet o f the Spirit o f truth.

The star in the east, seen by the W ise M en, symbolizes our 
inner conviction o f our divine nature. This conviction is 
based on intuitive wisdom, and w e show our wisdom by fo l­
low ing it, thus making o f life  a complete cycle or unity o f  be­
lief and conduct. It is important for us to understand in what 
divine conduct consists; that it is founded on universal love 
and good w ill rather than on ideas o f  personal or national 
pride or aggrandizement. D ivine origin presupposes a heritage 
in keeping with its spiritual nature. It cannot be debased by 
being made to serve selfish ends or to promote material am­
bitions.

The outer, personal, or sense consciousness is disturbed by 
the first intimation o f the new birth in the mind and heart. 
Herod the king was troubled "and all Jerusalem with him ” 
by the inquiry o f the W ise Men. The outer state o f  peace 
(Jerusalem) that the personal consciousness maintains while 
it is in undisputed control is disquieted by the prospect o f  a 
change in our thinking and living.

W hen w e realize that the Christ ideal has begun to form  
in mind w e should be watchful lest the subtle desires o f  sense 
rob the ideal o f its vitality and kill it out o f consciousness. W e  
need to nurture the ideal daily with spiritual thoughts. Unless 
we do this Herod w ill find the Christ child and succeed in 
quenching the newborn spirit w ithin us.

As the W ise M en offered the Christ child gold and frankin­
cense and myrrh, so w isdom  offers Truth the gold  o f unal­
loyed devotion and the frankincense and myrrh o f  proved and 
tried knowledge. A ll these g ifts reach the Christ through the 
avenue o f  the soul (the young child’s m other).

D eep  in our soul w e know that our salvation lies in cling­
ing to the Christ ideal o f life  and turning our back on the



Herod of sense and personality. Our "own country’’ is the 
inner life  o f the Spirit that we live unto God. To this we 
return by way o f  prayer and meditation. The W ise Men did 
not return to Herod but, warned not to do so, "departed into 
their own country another way.”

QUESTIONS
1. H o w  do w e  becom e conscious o f  inner peace?
2. H o w  does our consciousness o f  our spiritual nature 

develop  ?
3. H o w  are sense and sp iritual consciousness represented  

in  th is lesson?
4. W h at does the star in  the east s ign ify , and w hat the com ­

in g  o f  the W ise  M en?
5. H o w  is our d iv in e orig in  m ade m anifest?
6 . O f w hat are the frankincense and myrrh sym bols?

i i n i i i - t n n m n n i i i - t i n i i m i i i i i i i n n m i i i i n i i i i n i i i i n i i i i m i i i n i u m f i i

Days on End
Grace Meredith

D uring these fateful days o f stress and toil,
Stint upon stint, is all the old  ambition 
Forgotten ? D o  w e see only what the eyes 
Can hold, never recalling the visioned things 
D eep in the heart ? H ave w e put by 
T he passionate embrace o f hope and confidence, 
Permitting doubt and fear to take their place—  
Dismayed, appalled by what is sprawled 
Across the world?
Oh, let us seek again the high assurance 
O f that blithe time when w e walked 
In strength and beauty and kept sturdy trust 
In splendid living, firm in our faith 
That blessed peace and loveliness—
Perhaps glim psed dimly now  through tears—
W ould  live again, and reign eternally to bless 
T he human thought and word and act, and fortify  
T he com ing years.



S U lu tt U N I T Y H11H1H111111111111HH1

M y  sp ir itu a l s ig h t is q u ick e n e d , a n d  I  
w a lk  in  th e  lig h t.

i i i m i i i m n n m n n n n i m m u i i i i n n i i i i m i i i m i i i n i m i n m u m m m i

T h e  S ociety  o f  S ile n t U n ity , fo u n d e d  m o re  th an  f ifty  years 

ago , is  th e  h e a lin g  d ep a rtm en t o f  U n ity  S ch o o l, m in is te r in g  

w ith o u t  s e e in g  th em , to  th o se  w h o  n e e d  h e lp .

O u r  p u rp o se  is to  a id  th r o u g h  prayer a ll p erso n s w h o , 

h a v in g  fa ith  in  th e  p o w e r  o f  G o d , ask  fo r  h e lp .

O u r  tem p o ra l n e ed s are m e t  b y  th e  fr e e w ill  o ffer in g s  o f  

th o se  to  w h o m  w e  m in ister . " G iv e , an d  it sh a ll b e  g iv e n  u n to  

y o u ; g o o d  m easu re, p ressed  d o w n , sh a k en  to g e th e r , r u n n in g  

o v e r .”

O u r S ile n t U n ity  g r o u p  n u m b ers so m e  h u n d red  con secra ted  

w ork ers w h o  are d e v o tin g  th e ir  liv e s  to  G o d ’s w o r k  fo r  h u ­

m an ity . T h e y  are p r o v in g  d a ily  th a t p h y sica l, fin an cia l, m en ta l, 

an d  sp ir itu a l d ifficu lties  can b e  o v erco m e  by r ig h teo u s prayer. 

E v e n  th o u g h  e v e r y th in g  e ls e  m a y  h a v e  fa ile d , w e  sh a ll pray  

with yo u , fo r  w e  h a v e  fa ith  th a t " w ith  G o d  a ll th in g s  are 

p o ss ib le ."

W e  pray with y o u  an d  a lso  in stru ct yo u  h o w  to  pray to  

th e  F ath er  in  secret in  ord er  th a t yo u  m ay  h e lp  y o u r se lf. S ile n t  

U n ity  is  p ra y in g  a lw ays, an d  you r co -o p era tio n  in  prayer is o f  

m u tu a l b en efit. D o  n o t  h e sita te  to  w r ite  to  us fo r  h e lp  b ecause  

you r p r o b le m  is  p erso n a l. A l l  co rresp o n d en ce  is co n fid en tia l.

Address your request to Society of Silent Unity, 917 
Tracy, Kansas City 6 , Mo. Cable address: Unity, Kansas City.

G ive y o u r full n a m e  a n d  a d d re ss



T h e s e  te s t im o n ia ls  c o m e  fr o m  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  b e en  h e a le d  
b y  th e  p o w e r  o f  S p ir i t .  T h o s e  w h o  w is h  to  g a in  in s p ir a t io n  
f r o m  s o m e  o n e  w h o m  G o d  h a s  h e a le d  m a y  w r i te ,  in  care  o f  
th e  U n i ty  S c h o o l  E d i to r ia l  D e p a r tm e n t ,  t o  g iv e r s  o f  th e s e  
te s t im o n ia ls .  E ach  le t t e r  m u s t  b e  u n se a le d  a n d  g i v e  th e  
in i t ia ls  a n d  a d d r e s s  o f  th e  p e r s o n  to  w h o m  i t  is  to  b e  fo r ­
w a r d e d ;  a ls o  th e  n a m e  a n d  d a te  o f  th e  p e r io d ic a l  in  w h ic h  
th e  t e s t im o n ia l  a p p e a re d .

1 r i i n i i i n im in m i i i i i i i i i i i r i i i in n i in n i i r im i i i i i i i i i r i i i i r i i i r i i i i r m n i

I Will Come and Heal
About a week  a g o  I w r o te  to  y o u  a sk in g  fo r  prayers w ith  
r e feren ce  to  a g r o w th  o n  m y  n o se . B e fo r e  y o u  rece iv ed  th e  
le t te r  th e  g r o w th  se e m e d  to  " ra ise  i t s e l f” to  th e  su rfa ce , an d  
w h e n  it  ca m e aw ay th e  w o u n d  b le d  fr e e ly  an d  h e a le d  in  a 
c o u p le  o f  days. T h e  sk in  is sm o o th , an d  th ere  is  n o  scar. It 
h a d  b e e n  o n  m y  n o se  sev era l m o n th s , an d  I am  so  th a n k fu l  
th a t it  is  g o n e . T h a n k  y o u  fo r  you r prayers, an d  th a n k  G o d  

fo r  h e a lin g  m e .— L. W., California.

It was in  J u n e  th a t I a sk ed  fo r  h e lp  in  th e  c le a r in g  u p  o f  
a th ro a t irr ita tio n  th a t h a d  b o th ered  m e  fo r  so m e  tim e . A lm o s t  
as so o n  as I h a d  w r itte n  th e  le tte r  m y  th ro a t b e g a n  to  clear  u p . 
A t  th e  sa m e  t im e  I h a d  ask ed  fo r  a p ro sp er ity  b an k . I  am  
in c lo s in g  th e  co n te n ts  o f  th e  b an k , w h ic h  are to  b e  u se d  in  

any w a y  y o u  th in k  b est.

I h a v e  le a r n e d  fr o m  th is  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t u n t i l  th e  t im e  
I m a d e  m y  req u est I w a s ju st w is h in g  to  b e  h e a le d  an d  n o t  
w o r k in g  h ard  e n o u g h  to  th a t e n d . A s  I sa id  a b ove, a lm o st  
as so o n  as I h a d  req u ested  you r prayers m y  th roat started  to  
ease . T h a t  e v e n in g  b e fo r e  r e tir in g  I read  fo r  an  h o u r  in  th e  
cu rren t Unity m a g a z in e  an d  w e n t  to  s le e p  w ith  th e  th o u g h t  
th a t " in  m y  flesh  sh a ll I  se e  G o d .” F r o m  th e  n e x t  d ay  o n  
I w a s r e lie v e d  g r a d u a lly  fr o m  a ll so ren ess  an d  irr ita tio n . F ro m  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e  it  w a s  b r o u g h t to  m y  m in d  th a t h e a lin g  w a s



a tw o -w a y  b arga in  an d  th a t I h a d  so m e  w o r k  to  d o  asid e  

fr o m  ju st a sk in g  fo r  h e lp .

T h a n k  y o u  s in cere ly  fo r  yo u r  p rayers an d  care fo r  m e. 

— J. E. B., Ohio.
I s e n d  m y  sin cere  an d  h e a r tfe lt  th a n k s fo r  y o u r  h e lp  a b ou t  
th e  s w e ll in g  in  m y  ch eek . V e r y  sh o r tly  a fter  I h a d  ask ed  fo r  
y o u r  a id  b y  prayer th e  s w e ll in g  b e g a n  to  g o  d o w n . I t  w e n t  
d o w n  s lo w ly  b u t s tea d ily . N o w  it is  a ll red u ced , I th in k , to  
th e  l i t t le  lu m p  th a t h a d  b e e n  th e r e  fo r  a c o n s id e r a b le  t im e  
b e fo r e . It w a s a g r e a t r e lie f  to  m e  to  h a v e  it  d isap p ear . Im a g i­
n a tio n  ran r io t fo r  a w h ile  in  th e  w r o n g  d irectio n .

D e e p ly  g r a te fu l as I a lw ays am  fo r  yo u r  h e lp , I  d o  n o t  
se e m  to  b e  a b le  to  ex p ress  m y  th a n k s to  y o u  a d eq u a te ly , but 
I d o  say, " G o d  b le ss  U n ity ,” an d  I d esire  fo r  y o u  a ll g o o d  
th in g s . In  th e se  days o f  w ar an d  s tu m b lin g  I fin d  it  c o m ­
fo r t in g  to  k n o w  th a t th e  U n ity  o r g a n iz a t io n  is  s ta n d in g  firm , 
s e n d in g  o u t  G o d ’s lo v e  co n sta n tly  to  th o se  in  n e e d . I am  in ­
c lo s in g  a ch eck  as a lo v e  o ffe r in g .— C. S. H., New York.

He Shall Have Abundance
I certainly h a v e  b e e n  a lo n g  t im e  s e n d in g  m y  p ro sp er ity -  
b an k  sa v in g s . I w o rk , q u ite  la te , an d  i t  is  very  h ard  to  g e t  
to  th e  p o s t  office, b u t I ’l l  try to  b e  m o r e  p r o m p t n e x t  tim e . 
I t  is  a  g r e a t c o m fo r t  to  k n o w  th a t U n ity  is  p r a y in g  fo r  m e.

I am  d o in g  w o r k  I n e v er  th o u g h t  I w a s ca p a b le  o f  d o in g ,  
an d  I c o u ld  n e v er  h a v e  m a d e  g o o d  b u t fo r  G o d ’s h e lp . T h e  
P rayer o f  F a ith  h a s h e lp e d  m e  o v er  m a n y  a h a rd  jo b .— Mrs. 
C. H. M., Washington.

I am inclosing a ch eck  fo r  s ix  d o lla rs  sa v ed  in  o u r  p ro sp er ity  
b an k . H o p e  y o u  w i l l  u se  th is  to  h e lp  o th ers  to  k n o w  an d  lo v e  
o u r  L ord . W e  are so  very  g r a te fu l an d  th a n k fu l to  ou r F ath er- 
G o d  fo r  a ll th e  w o n d e r fu l th in g s  H e  h a s d o n e  an d  is  d o in g  
fo r  us.

W e  th a n k  an d  p ra ise  H im  ev ery  day. A ls o  w e  th a n k  y o u



fo r  y o u r  w o n d e r fu l h e lp  a n d  prayers. G o d  d o e s  a n sw er  
p rayer.— L. W. G., California.
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Filled with Plenty
A  short t im e  a g o  I w r o te  to  y o u  r e g a r d in g  a n e w  p o s it io n  
fo r  m y  h u sb a n d , an d  I w a n t  to  le t  y o u  k n o w  h e  secu red  o n e  
la s t w e e k . W e  are b o th  so  h a p p y , as th e  n e w  p o s it io n  is  o n e  
th a t h e  h a s h o p e d  fo r  fo r  years. It is  w ith  th e  f in est h o u se  
o f  its k in d  in  N e w  Y o r k  C ity , an d  th e  w o r k  is o n e  in to  
w h ic h , w ith  h is  q u a lifica tio n s , h e  fits p e r fe c t ly . T h e r e  are 
rea lly  so  f e w  o p e n in g s  o f  th is  k in d  th a t w e  ju st c a n ’t rea lize  
h e  h as th e  k in d  o f  a  jo b  h e  h as w a n te d  a ll h is  l i f e .— G. M. S., 
New York.
My husband r ece iv ed  a b o n u s  an d  a lso  a ra ise  in  salary, b u t 
e v e n  b e fo r e  th a t o u r  d o lla rs  se e m e d  to  g o  fu rth er . W e  h a d  
e n o u g h  to  p u t a s id e  so m e  ea ch  m o n th  fo r  v ic to ry  b o n d s . 
A n d  fin a n cia l rew ard s w e r e  n o t th e  o n ly  b le s s in g s  rece iv ed . 
W e  h a v e  g a in e d  a  b etter  u n d e r sta n d in g , o u r  h o m e  is  m o r e  
c h e e r fu l an d  h a rm o n io u s, o u r  h e a lth  h a s im p r o v e d , an d  w e  
l iv e  m o r e  a b u n d a n tly . T h a n k  y o u  so  m u ch  fo r  yo u r  p rayers  
an d  lo v in g  k in d n e ss . G o d  b le ss  an d  p ro sp er  y o u .— Mrs. C. D., 
Illinois.
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My Help Cometh from fehovah
I have C h a rles F il lm o r e ’s Prosperity, an d  it  h a s b e e n  a grea t  
h e lp  to  m e  a n d  to  m y  sister  a lso . W e  b o th  u se  it c o n sta n tly  
an d  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t w e  w o u ld  d o  w ith o u t  it .— D. F., 
Indiana.

I have e n jo y e d  m y  U nity m a g a z in e  m o r e  th a n  a n y th in g  I 
h a v e  ev er  rece iv ed . M y  l i f e  h as b e e n  g rea tly  im p r o v e d  by  
h a v in g  k n o w n  h o w  to  l iv e  to  a fu l le r  e x te n t;  fo r  w h ic h  I say 
th a n k s  to  ou r dear L o rd .— G. V-, Florida.
It seems to me as if the very stones would cry out if I did



n o t  w r ite  to  y o u  a b ou t th e  w o n d e r fu l h e lp  th e  U n ity  p u b lic a ­
t io n s  h a v e  b een  to  m e. T o  m e  r e a d in g  th e m  is th e  b rea k in g  
o f  th e  sp ir itu a l b read  th a t fe e d s  th e  sta r v in g  m u ltitu d e s . 
— E. D., Texas.

I AM very glad to tell you how much I enjoy the books I get 
from you. I have passed my 81st birthday and am still able 
to work at the Red Cross and also help two of my friends 
who have more than they can handle alone, and I am very 
happy doing it. God bless you all for the work you are doing. 
I know He does.— B. S., New Hampshire.

Unity seem s w o n d e r fu l to  m e. I n e v er  m iss  r e a d in g  Daily 
Word an d  d e r iv e  a g r e a t b en efit  fr o m  it. Y o u r  w o rk  is  q u ite  
w o r th  w h ile ,  an d  I k n o w  th a t th e  g o o d  w o r k  w i l l  co n tin u e . 
— •/. R. R., New York.

It may seem strange to be enjoying a dictionary, but never 
have I received such complete and perfect answers to ques­
tions that have baffled me since I was old enough to ask them 
and receive answers that never quite satisfied.

M a y  th e  S p ir it th a t m a d e  th e  Metaphysical Bible Diction­
ary p o s s ib le  an d  th a t fin d s  its  e x p r e ss io n  th r o u g h  U n ity  an d  
a ll  its  d ep a rtm en ts  b e  tr iu m p h a n t fo rev er .— Mrs. T. C. / . ,  
Virginia.
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He Is My Refuge
Last N o v e m b e r  I su b scr ib ed  fo r  Weekly Unity, a n d  it  h e lp s  
m e  an d  m in e  so  m u ch  th a t w e  d o  n o t w a n t to  b e  w ith o u t  it. 
W e  w is h  to  th a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  prayers, w h ic h  w e  ask ed  fo r  
at th a t t im e  an d  w h ic h  h e lp e d  u s w o n d e r fu lly . W e  h a v e  a ll 
h a d  b etter  h e a lth  s in c e  an d  are a  h a p p ie r  fa m ily . O u r  l i t t le  
so n , e le v e n  years o ld , w h o  h a s n o t  b e e n  s tr o n g  or  a b le  to  
resist c o ld s  fo r  sev era l years, h a d  very  f e w  c o ld s  la s t w in te r  
an d  w a s n o t  a b sen t a  s in g le  d ay  fr o m  sc h o o l, a record  th at 
h e  h a d  n e v er  b een  a b le  to  m a k e  b e fo r e . H e  n o w  se e m s to  
h a v e  a lm o st p e r fe c t  h e a lth  an d  is s tr iv in g  an d  h o p in g  to  m a k e



a s im ila r  record  in  sc h o o l th is  year. W e  are a sk in g  fo r  you r  
p rayers th a t h e  m a y  rem ain  w e l l  an d  stro n g . W h e n  h e  b e g in s  
ta k in g  a c o ld  (o r  any o f  u s d o )  I b e g in  p r a y in g  s ile n tly , 
e sp e c ia lly  sa y in g  T h e  P rayer o f  F a ith , an d  th e  c o ld  d isa p p ea rs  
in  a v ery  sh o r t tim e . W e  th in k  T h e  P rayer o f  F a ith  is w o n ­
d e r fu l an d  u se  it  fo r  o u r  m o r n in g  gra ce  at b reak fast. I t  seem s  
to  h e lp  u s start th e  d ay  o ff  p e r fe c t ly  as w e l l  as h e lp in g  us 
th r o u g h o u t th e  day. A  d if fe r e n t a tm o sp h ere  p r e v a ils  in  ou r  
h o m e  fr o m  th a t o f  fo r m e r  days. I t is  n o w  o n e  o f  secu r ity  an d  
seren ity . W e  s tr iv e  to  sp ea k  in  term s o n ly  o f  th e  affirm ative, 
an d  w h a t  a d if fe r e n c e  it d o e s  m a k e !— Mrs. W. N. N., South 
Dakota.

His Truth Is a Shield
I experienced a m o d ern  m ira c le  a b o u t fo u r  m o n th s  a g o . I 
h a d  p ro cu red  tw o  m o n e y  ord ers fr o m  th e  p o s t  office, o n e  fo r  
f ifty  d o lla rs  an d  th e  o th e r  fo r  ten  d o lla rs . O n  m y  w a y  h o m e  
fr o m  w o rk  I to o k  th e  tw o  s ta m p ed  e n v e lo p e s  in  w h ic h  I h a d  
p la c e d  th e  m o n e y  ord ers o u t o f  m y  b ag , in te n d in g  to  d ro p  
th e m  in  th e  first m a ilb o x . A s  it  w a s an ex tr e m e ly  w in d y  n ig h t  
I w a s so  in te n t u p o n  h o ld in g  o n to  m y h a t an d  tr y in g  to  k e e p  
m y  c o a t a b ou t m e  th a t I fo r g o t  a b o u t th e  letters.

U p o n  e n te r in g  m y  a p artm en t I d isco v ered  th a t I d id  n o t  
h a v e  th e  le tters, a n d  I rem em b ered  th a t I h a d  n o t  m a ile d  
th em . M y  first rea c tio n  w a s to  b e c o m e  p an ick y , b u t su d d e n ly  
I s to p p e d  sh o r t in  m y  tracks an d  sa id  to  m y s e lf , " W h a t is  
r ig h t fu lly  m in e  ca n  n ev e r  b e  lo s t  or  s to le n .” R e p e a tin g  th is  
o v e r  a n d  over , I p r o c e e d e d  to  w a lk  d o w n  th e  tw o  f lig h ts  o f  
sta irs an d  th ere , o u t  o n  th e  s to o p , in  th e  d ark  I p u t  m y  h a n d s  
d o w n  an d  fo u n d  o n e  le tter . I g a v e  th an k s an d  m u m b le d  a 
prayer th a t I sh o u ld  b e  a b le  to  fin d  th e  o th er . I w a lk e d  d o w n  
fo u r  o r  f iv e  s tep s , an d  th ere  w a s th e  o th e r  le tter . I w a s  so  
h a p p y  th a t I cr ied .

P a p ers an d  d ir t w e r e  p ile d  u p  in  d o o rw a y s an d  th e  w in d  
w a s h o w lin g , so  I k n e w  it  w a s th e  dear F ath er  w h o  w a s  p r o ­
te c t in g  m y  in terests .— V■ R■ B., New York.



Unity Annual Conference Members, Licensed Ministers, and 
Licensed Teachers

The following Unity leaders are conducting a ministry in keeping 
with the Christ teaching as interpreted by Unity School. With the ex­
ception of those designated by (LM) and (L T ), these leaders are mem­
bers of the Unity Annual Conference. Centers are open for teaching, 
healing, devotional services, and the distribution of Unity literature.

Licensed Ministers and Licensed Teachers are preparing for mem­
bership in the Unity Annual Conference. Licensed Ministers (LM) are 
in charge of Unity centers. Licensed Teachers (LT) are teachers 
serving in a Unity center or teachers conducting classwork.

ALABAMA 
B irm ingham —Harriet Price, Massey bldg.

ARKANSAS 
L ittle  R o c k—Mary Wayman, 117 E 15 

ARIZONA
Globe—Sarah Lightle (LT) 117 E Oak 

CALIFORNIA 
Alham bra—Gertrude Hall (LM) 100 N 

Garfield
Bakersfield—Della Shutta (LM) Southern 

hotel
B erkeley—Susanna Scott (LM) 2401 

Dwight
B everly  H ills—Ruth Rae, 242% S Beverly 
Canoga Park—Nannie Highnote, 20126 

Strathern
C om pton—May Butterworth, 210 S 

Cheater
Gardena—May Butterworth, 1052 W Gar­

dena
Glendale—Geraldine Johnson, 119 S 

Kenwood, Mary Adams, 724 South 
H ollyw ood—Rose Schneider (LM) 1162 N 

St Andrews 
Inglewood—Maude Galpin, 226 E Spruce 
Long Beach—Louise Newman, 935 E 

Broadway
Los Angeles—Ernest C Wilson, Norma 

Knight Jones, 635 S Manhattan PI; 
Nina Fisher (LM) 3010 Palm Grove; 
Emma Luke, 2120 S Union; Alfred 
Williams, 815 S Hill 

M onrovia—Marie Fleming (LT) 126 S 
Myrtle

N  Long Beach—May Butterworth, 5460 
Pine

Oakland—Rose Emery, Ebell club; Alma 
Morse, 1433 Madison 

Pasadena—Lily Stack, 60 N Mich 
Riverside—Katherine Sweaney (LM) 4089 

Main
Sacram ento—Naomi Anderson, IOOF hall 
San Bernardino—Dr & Mrs H P Nichols, 

763 D St
San Francisco—Robert Hulbert, 126 Post 
Santa  A na—Alice Hopkins, 312 Cypress 
S an ta  Cruz—Mary Higgins, 151 Garfield 
Santa  M onica—Mr & Mrs L L Hill, 528 

Arizona

S o u th  Gate—May Butterworth, 3036 
Santa Ana 

S to ck to n—Harriet Batson, 418 E Main 
T a ft—Della Shutts (LM) Savoy hotel 
Van Nuys—Mary Hider, 14416 Victory 
W hittier—Louise Newman, 410 S Green- 

leaf
COLORADO 

D enver—Ethel Burkle, Mabel Beech, 
1555 Race

CONNECTICUT 
Bridgeport—Helene Kersten (LM) 610 

Fairfield
H artford—Harriet G Gilbert (LM) 

Brown Thomas bldg 
New Haven—Bonnie Adams (LM) Hotel 

Duncan
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

W ashington—Margaret Ann & E Roy 
Feldt, New Colonial hotel 

FLORIDA
Clearwater—Grace Arrowsmith (LT) West 

Coast hotel 
Crystal Beach—Betty Bain (LT) 
Jacksonville—Henrietta Miscally, Mildred 

Weidler (LT) 725 Hogan; Lillie Saun­
ders (LM) (col) 606 Pippin 

L akeland—Ida Decker, Kentucky bldg 
M iam i—May C Stoiber, 128 SE 3 
Orlando—Carolyn Parsons, 503 S Orange 
S t  Petersburg—Louise Beaty (LM) 646 

5 ave S
Tampa—Ocoa Moore, Louise Ramey, 

Laura Hyer, Ellie Knight (LT) Mabel 
Sullivan (LT) Ruby Wagner (LT) De 
Soto hotel

GEORGIA
Atlanta—Mary West Fullenlove, Mortgage 

Guarantee bldg
HAWAII

H onolulu—Marie Handly, 240 Lewers rd 
IDAHO

Boise—Chris Scott, Mabel Peck, Pinney 
bldg

ILLINOIS
Bloom ington—Mabel Daughtry, City li­

brary
Chicago—W I & Anna Hoschouer, 25 E 

Jackson; Nellie McCollum, George



Townsend (LT) 64 W Randolph; Edith 
M Reynolds (LM) 116 S Michigan; 
Margaret Halsey (LM) (col) 104 E 51; 
Henrietta Gordon (LM) (col) 4307 S 
Michigan; Janet Beaudry (LM) 410 
S Michigan 

Decatur—Maud Kellogg, Ethel Maguire 
(LT) 421 N Main 

E  S t  Louis—Maud Davisson (LT) Broad­
view hotel 

M oline—Unity, Le Claire hotel 
Peoria—Glenna Arrowsmith (LT) 218 

Dechraan; Mabel Daughtry, 305 S 
Bouiland

R o ck fo rd—Bonnie Brown, Empire bldg;
Mae Lundahl, 1230 Grant 

Springfie ld—Maud Kellogg 402 E Adams 
INDIANA 

F t W ayne—Cleo Lee, Athletic club 
Indianapolis—Ralph Johnson, 1514 Park 
K okom o— Lydia Simpson (LT) 523 S 

Washington
IOWA

Cedar Rapids—Unity, 1015 2 Ave SE 
Des Moines—Betty Stitt, 42 & Rollins 
S io u x  C ity—Elizabeth McClaughry, In­

surance Exchange bldg 
KANSAS

Topeka—Harriet Pfouts, Jayhawk hotel 
W ichita—Carl Moran, Lois Moran (LT) 

Eaton hotel
KENTUCKY 

Covington—Clara Conway (col) (LM) 
114 W 11th 

Louisville—Maebel Carrell, Theresa Rehm, 
Ruth Gilpin (LT) Ruth Booker (LT) 
1322 S 4

LOUISIANA 
N ew  Orleans—Eloise Echlin, Rhoda Bel­

knap (LT) 823 Perdido; Lillian White 
(LM) 604 Canal

MAINE
Portland—Omer Hodgman, 562 Congress 

MARYLAND 
Baltim ore—E Roy Feldt, Emerson hotel 

MASSACHUSETTS 
B oston—John Baughman, 30 Huntington 
Cambridge—Edna Titus (LM) 881 Massa­

chusetts
W orcester—John Baughman, Dexter bldg 

MICHIGAN 
Birm ingham—Virginia Shipley (LT) Com­

munity house 
D etroit—Irwin Gregg, Martha Fishburn 

(LT) Blanche Joki (LT) Besse Otto 
(LT) LuDora BeVier (LT) Maccabees 
bldg; Otto Fishburn (LT) 4221 East- 
lawn; Virginia Shipley (LT) 15 E 
Grand River; James Elliott (col) (LM) 
8637 Oakland 

E  Lansing—Roxie Miller, 224 Abbott 
F lin t—Edmund Risk, 1019 Detroit 
Grand Rapids—Ida Bailey, Gilbert bldg 
Kalamazoo—Amy Moffett, 209 W Dutton 
Lansing—Harvey & Ida Best, Olds hotel 
Pontiac—Waif red J Taurainen (LM) 72^ 

N Saginaw

R oya l Oak—Maud McCulloch (LM) 101 
S Troy

Saginaw—Edmund Risk, Bancroft hotel 
MINNESOTA 

M inneapolis—Lila Ranney, 15 N 8  
S t  Paul—Nellie Hohenwald (LM) New 

York bldg
MISSOURI 

Jefferson C ity—Amanda Clibourn (LM) 
319 Ash

Kansas C ity—Louis E & Ethel Meyer, 
913 Tracy; Charles and Cora Fillmore, 
Unity School; Ida Palmer, Louvilla 
Fielder (LT) Jewell bldg 

L ee’s Su m m it—Donald O’Connor (LM) 
Unity farm 

Lem ay—Julia McKee (LT) 284 Lemay 
Springfie ld—Fannie Baldwin (LM) 224 

W State 
S t  Joseph—Unity, 12 & Felix 
S t  Louis—Elsie Abbott, Mabel H Kaye 

(LT) 320 N Grand; Fred and Hilda 
Eilers, Florence Schaefer (LT) 3616 
Bates; Florence K Brummer, 4621 S 
Kings-highway

MONTANA 
Billings—Mary Wessel, Ella Johnston 

(LT) Northern hotel 
Bozem an—Mary Wessel, Baxter hotel 
B u tte—Mary Wessel, YMCA 
Great Falls—Estelle Taylor Key, Myron 

Key (LM) Dunn bldg 
Livingston—Mary Wessel, Elks hall 
M issoula—Maidie Van Etten (LM) 103 

S 5 E
NEBRASKA 

L incoln—Blanche Evans (LM) Peterson 
bldg

Omaha—C N & Hallie Broadhurst (LM) 
Electric bldg

NEVADA
R eno—Robert Caswell (LM) Clay Peters 

bldg
NEW JERSEY 

M ontclair—Gladys Stevenson, 11A Mid­
land

Newark—Edith Berry, Berwick hotel 
Plainfield—Florence Hutton, Babcock 

bldg
NEW MEXICO 

A lbuquerque—Mina Stevenson 112 N 6  
R aton—C Schleifer (LT) 323 S 4 

NEW YORK 
B ingham ton—Dale & Donna Newsum 

(LM) Arlington hotel 
Brooklyn—Ella Pomeroy, Betsy Van Allen 

(LT) 3 Albee sq 
Buffalo—Lillian Matthews, 271 Delaware 
Elm ira—Dale & Donna Newsum (LM) 

312 Lake
F lushing—Adele Woodruff (LM) 135-42 

40 rd
Ithaca—Dale & Donna Newsum (LM) 213 

E State
Jamestown—Lillian Matthews, Y W C A  
N ew  York—Georgians Tree West, Marion 

Rodgers (LT) Ethel Nickelsen (LT)



1 W 47; Stella Wrenn (LM), Welling­ Philadelphia—Margaret Ann Feldt, St
ton hotel; Crichton Boatwright, 500 5 James hotel
ave; Josephine Siemon (LT) 400 E 59; Pittsburgh—John Coulson, Harriet Lowers
Nanna Sutton (LM) (col) 137 W 110 (LT) 233 Oliver

R ochester—Raymond Barker, Elise Rosen- TENNESSEE
burg, Carol Gillespie (LT) 29 Gibbs M em phis—Elizabeth Chester, Hotel Chisca

R oslyn—Adele Woodruff (LM) No. 7 Nashville—Mary Turner, 1816 Broad
The Maples TEXAS

Syracuse—Mae Lundahl, Onondaga hotel Am arillo—Eugenia Lane (LM) 1518 Polk
Troy—Marian Hoagland, 27 4th Corpus Christi—Wallace Tooke (LM)
W hite  Plains—Octavie Martial (LM) 123 Medical Professional Bldg

Court Dallas—Ruth Gillespie (LM) 1708 Com­
OHIO merce

A kron—Ralph O’Day, 34 High E l Paso— Hobart Gillespie (LM) 305 E
Canton—Nora Elliott, 203 6 th NW Franklin
Cincinnati—Margaret Norwood, Millie F o rt W orth—Ruth Gillespie (LM) Texas

Leslie (LT) Masonic temple, 5th and hotel
Broadway; Effie Smith, Oakley, 3047 H ouston—Lillian Brass, Milam bldg;
Madison Corine Smith (col) (LM) 2612 Pierce

Cleveland—Earl B & Martha Anthony, San A n tonio—Mary Myles, Maverick bldg
Hotel Cleveland WASHINGTON

Colum bus—William Quinn (LM) Mer­ Brem erton—Marian R Brown, Civic Rec­
cedes Fossler (LT) Ethel Lieberman reation bldg
(LT) Hotel Fort Hayes Ellenburg—Beulah Scott, Ellensburg hotel

Dayton—Ethel Crouch, Canby bldg K ennew ick—Beulah Scott, Masonic temple
H am ilton—Louise Tahse, 117 Ross S ea ttle—Paul Rigby, Ben Franklin hotel
M arion—Fannye Treaster, YMCA W enatchee—Beulah Scott, Cascadian hotel
Springfie ld—Fannye Treaster, Tecumseh Yakima—Beulah Scott, 109 S 4

bldg WEST VIRGINIA
Toledo—Beatrice Whipps (LM) Com­ H unting ton—Daisy Daggett (LM) Hotel

merce Guardian Bank bldg Governor Cabell
Warren—Everett St John (LM) 2d Natl WISCONSIN

Bank bldg B elo it—Bonnie Brown, 1347 White
W ellington—Margaret Jones (LT) 419 M ilwaukee—Elmer Gifford, 208 E Wis­

Courtland consin
Youngstown—Everett St John (LM) CANADA

Y M C A Calgary—Mary Huck (LM) 221A 8 th
Zanesville—Fannye Treaster, Schultze ave W

bldg Edm onton—Unity, Birks bldg
OKLAHOMA Regina—Unity, Thompson blk

Tulsa—Grace Kehrer, 714 S Boston Toronto—Herbert J Hunt, 2249 Yonge
Oklahoma C ity—Alice Cronley (LM) Mid­ W innipeg—Edna Bowyer, Russell Kemp

west bldg (LM) Belgica blk
OREGON ENGLAND

Eugene—Cleoda Dawson (LT) 212 High London—Parker Drake (LM) Ruth Hack­
Portland—Marion Lance, 811 NW 20 ing (LM) Dora Johnson, 6  Stanhope

PENNSYLVANIA Terrace, Bayswater Rd London, W 2
Harrisburg—Mabel Foster Kittrell (col) Easington Village—Thomas W Merrington

(LM) 602 Boas (LM) 11 Sea View, Co Durham
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You Help Someone You Know
When You Give to the

i  j c  nU  O  w
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cAppearing in Other Unity ̂ Magazines 
This Ufttontb

W b a t Is th e  C hristm as S p ir it?

Suppose a child should ask you the question "What 
is the Christmas spirit?’’ How would you answer? A 
story that will help children to understand why we cele­
brate Christmas and why the Christmas spirit fills the 
air is written by Beulah Hahn for Wee Wisdom and is 
entitled "Christmas Spirit.” It will appear to young 
readers and will give them interesting information 
about the customs and the people of Jesus’ time. The 
story "Christmas Spirit” will impress the mind and 
heart of any child and will be remembered long after 
the holiday season.

W e  C o n tro l O u r D e s tin y

The way we use our faculties and the powers within 
us determines our destiny. In an article entitled "Inner 
Resources” Sheldon Shepard explains that it is not the 
events that happen outside of us but the way we meet 
them within that determines the course of our life. The 
author shows how to overcome ill health, inharmony, 
and fear by looking to the divine inner resources that 
are a part of each and every one of us. You will have 
a new and better understanding of how to meet prob­
lems and make decisions that govern your destiny after 
reading "Inner Resources,” which will appear in the 
December 4 issue of Weekly Unity.



T h e  G re a tes t C harm  o f A ll

A woman who had traveled extensively hoped to 
find a charm or religious relic, which she might carry 
with her as a protection from all unpleasant experiences 
in her life. When she told a minister of a famous old 
church about the object of her search, he said, "But, 
my dear lady, you have the greatest charm of all.” This 
incident is a part of an article, "What Think Ye of the 
Christ?” by Frank B. Whitney. It was so helpful when 
first printed that it now appears again in Daily Word.

A  F irm  th a t R eco g n izes  M a n ’s D o m in io n

A well-known electrical company follows a plan 
instituted by its president of dealing with employees 
and customers according to a philosophy of recog­
nizing man’s dominion over the work of his hands. 
That this philosophy has brought great benefits to the 
firm, to the employees, and to the customers is proved 
by the facts stated in an article entitled “The Lincoln 
Good Business Lesson,” which appears in Good Busi­
ness. It is written by J. George Frederick.

O rders  fro m  th e  G o v e rn m e n t

Hilde and Ole are the beloved Swedish-American 
characters in a new series of Hilde stories by Beatrice 
Swanson Chesebrough appearing in Progress. Ole has 
been called to Washington D. C., and does not have 
time to complete his project of building a porch before 
he leaves. Hilde assures him that her ladies’ aid will 
help her. The results of the good ladies’ efforts and 
several other humorous incidents are related in the in­
stallment entitled "Sealed Orders.”



Various Unity Activities
i in in m i i i i i i i i in m i in n n i i i i n i i i i i i i - f i i i n n i i i i - f i  m  m i n i  m i n i m u m

Y o u th  o f  U n ity

M u ch  is  b e in g  sa id  and  w ritten  tod ay  a b ou t a p o stw a r  w o r ld  
o f  p eace  an d  c o n ten tm en t. T h e  fo l lo w in g  reports fr o m  an  
a d u lt an d  a y o u th  em p h a s ize  th e  p la c e  o f  a s tr o n g  y o u n g  
p e o p le ’s r e lig io u s  w o rk  in  b u ild in g  su ch  a w o r ld :

A  U n ity  cen ter  lea d er  says: "In  th is  t im e  o f  em erg en cy  
w e  g e t  m an y  le tters back  fr o m  y o u n g  p e o p le  to  w h o m  w e  
m in istered  a g o o d  m an y years ag o . S o m e  te l l  h o w  m an y  tim es  
o n e  s in g le  sen ten ce  stan d s o u t to  b r in g  to  m in d  G o d ’s o m n i­
p rese n c e  an d  o m n ip o te n c e . I th in k  th a t h as p ro v e d  m o r e  th a n  
a n y th in g  e ls e — i f  p r o o f  is  n e e d e d — th e  im p o rta n ce  an d  v a lu e  
o f  y o u n g  p e o p le ’s w o r k  in  U n ity  ce n te r s .” A  y o u n g  m an  
w r ite s : " O n e  o f  th e  m o s t im p o rta n t e v e n ts  in  m y  l i f e  h a s b een  
m y  en tra n ce  in to  a U n ity  y o u n g  p e o p le ’s g r o u p . M y  a sso c ia tio n  
w ith  o th e r  m em b ers  h a s h e lp e d  m e  to  re a liz e  a  g ra n d er , freer , 
fu l le r  l i f e .  I  g iv e  th a n k s ea ch  d ay  fo r  m y  in tr o d u c tio n  t o  th e  
Y o u th  o f  U n ity .”

T h e  Y o u th  o f  U n ity  or  th e  Y . O . U .,  as it  is  c o m m o n ly  
c a lle d  fo r  sh ort, is  th e  in tern a tio n a l o rg a n iza tio n  o f  y o u n g  
p e o p le ’s g ro u p s asso c ia ted  w ith  U n ity  cen ters. I t  is  th e  a im  
o f  th e  Y . O . U . to  o ffer  to  its m em b ers a b a la n ced  p rogram  
o f  a ctiv ity  th a t in c lu d e s  n o t  o n ly  sp ir itu a l stu d y  an d  w o r sh ip  
b u t w h o le so m e  recreation  as w e ll .  A lth o u g h  th e  g ro u p s  c o m ­
p o s in g  th e  Y . O . U . are fr e e  to  p la n  m a n y  o f  th e ir  a c tiv itie s  
in d e p e n d e n t ly , th e ir  w o r k  is u n if ie d  by p ro g ra m  su g g e s t io n s  
an d  sp e c ia l b u lle t in s  an d  le tters se n t reg u la r ly  fr o m  th e ir  
h ead q u arters in  K a n sa s  C ity .

In fo r m a tio n  a b ou t ch ap ters or a b ou t any p h a se  o f  th e  
Y o u th  o f  U n ity  w o rk  m ay  b e o b ta in ed  b y  w r it in g  to  th e  
e x e c u tiv e  secretary o f  th e  Y . O . U . in  care o f  U n ity  S ch o o l.



For
Beginners

Beginning Again 
God a Present Help 
God Is the Answer 
How I Used Truth 
Lovingly in the Hands 

of the Father

Lessons in Truth 
Letters of Myrtle Fillmore 

Master Class Lessons 
New Ways to Solve Old Problems 

Whatsoever Ye Shall Ask 
Working with God

(The books listed above are $1 each in cloth; $2 in flexible binding)
How I Used Truth ......      T re n c h  $ .75
Lessons in Truth ...........................Russian, Spanish , Dutch  1.00
Six-Day Healing Practice, A _____ Spanish  $.10; English  .25
Unity’s Statement of Faith ___________________     .10
The Mental Equivalent ............................. R ussian  .25

On Healing
Christian Healing 
Divine Remedies

__ flexible $2; cloth 1.00
.50

$2; cloth 1.00
$2; cloth 1.00

For the Home 1.50
Science of Food and Cookery, The ...................... 3.25

$2; cloth 1.00
As You Tithe so You Prosper .50

.25
$2; cloth 1.00

Inspirational
^4.00

$2; cloth 
$2; cloth

- 1.00

1.00

Devotional
All Things Made New .............    flexible $2; cloth
Bible, American Standard Edition ............ .... ........................ .
Book of Silent Prayer ............................... ... ...........................
Contemplation of Christ, The _______ ____________ ______
The Silence
Unity Song Selections ...cloth

1.00
4.50
.50
.50
.50

1.00

For
Advanced

Christ Enthroned in Man .........................flexible
Know Thyself (formerly Usable Truth) _flexible
Metaphysical Bible Dictionary ...............................

$2; cloth 
$2; cloth

$2; cloth

1.001.00
5.00

Study $2; cloth 
$2; cloth 
$2; cloth 
$2; cloth

1.001.001.001.00

Greeting
Booklets

Are You Getting All
You Want from- Life?......10

Breath of Immortality ........ 10
Challenge of the Dawn, The .10
Gifts for the Christ ......   .10
God Is Blessing You Now .10
Great Helper, The .............

------------ French, English  .10
He Passed This Way .......... 10
Holy Bread ..............  10

Joy Cometh .................    .10
Life Is Consciousness ..........10
Prayer of Prayers _____ ... .10
Protecting Presence, The...... 10
Song of Life, The ______  .10
The Mental Equivalent ......10
Turning Point, The ____ i .10
Twenty-Four Golden Hours .10
Way of Faith, The ______ .10
Where Blessings Begin .10

(12 copies of these booklets for $1. Envelopes included)

For Children How Jimmy Came Through
Jet’s Adventures ..................
Story F r ie n d s__ ....________

.50
1.00

.50



Steering Your 
Course of Life

Y o u n g  m en  in  th e  arm ed  serv ­
ic e s  are stu d y in g  th e  p r in c ip le s  
o f  n a v ig a tio n . T h e ir  k n o w le d g e  
an d  tr a in in g  h e lp  th em  to  find  
d est in a tio n s  th a t o th e r w ise  co u ld  
n o t  b e  reach ed  w ith o u t  lo s s  o f  
p rec io u s  t im e  an d  g rea t risk . N o  
g o o d  n a v ig a to r  trusts to  g u e s s ­
w o r k  in  ste e r in g  a sh ip  or  an  
a irp la n e , b u t f e w  p e o p le  seem  
to  p lo t  a cou rse  fo r  th e ir  liv e s !

T h e y  d o  n o t e v e n  see  th e  n eed  
o f  a g u id e , an d  e v e n  m o r e  re­
m o te  is th e  id ea  o f  a d efin ite  
g o a l ah ead  i f  th ey  w i l l  b u t learn  
th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  " d iv in e  n a v i­
g a tio n "  or  sp ir itu a l g u id a n c e  to  
m e e t th e ir  every  n e e d  fo r  d irec­
tio n . T h e  artic le  " T h ro u g h  D e e p  
W a ters"  b y  K ath ryn  R ied er , a p ­
p e a r in g  in  Unity m a g a z in e  for  
January, w i l l  in sp ir e  y o u  to  steer  
th e  cou rse  o f  yo u r  l i f e  b y  G o d ’s 
g u id a n c e .

C arl F ran gk iser , co n d u cto r  o f  
U n ity  B a n d  an d  a g if te d  m u sic ian  
an d  co m p o ser , h as w r itten  th e  
w o r d s  an d  m u sic  fo r  a U n ity  
th e m e  s o n g  th at h a s ju st b een  
re lea sed  fr o m  th e  p u b lish ers.

T h is  n e w  so n g  is  e n tit le d  
" G o d  B le ss  Y o u  E v ery o n e .” T h e  
t it le  w a s in sp ired  by th e  a p p rec i­
a tiv e  resp o n se  fr o m  lis ten ers  to  
th e  " U n ity  V ie w p o in t .” F rom  
a ll parts o f  th e  co u n try  co m e  
le tters t e l l in g  o f  th e  u p l i f t  and  
e n c o u ra g em en t d er iv ed  fr o m  
th e se  w o rd s, w h ic h  fo r m  th e  c o n ­
c lu d in g  b e n e d ic t io n  o f  every  
" U n ity  V ie w p o in t” broadcast. In  
fact, th e  b e n e d ic t io n  h a s cau gh t  
th e  fa n cy  o f  o th er  broadcasters, 
w h o  h a v e  a d o p ted  it  fo r  th eir  
c lo s in g  th o u g h t , th u s  th e  c irc le  
o f  p e r so n s  w h o  are b le s se d  an d  
c o m fo r te d  b y  th e se  w o r d s  is ever  
w id e n e d .

In  th e  b e l ie f  th a t as a so n g  
" G o d  B le ss  Y o u  E veryon e"  w il l  
m ea n  as m u ch  to  fr ie n d s  o f  
U n ity  as h as th e  rad io  b le s s in g , 
w e  in v ite  a n y o n e  in terested  in  
secu r in g  th e  w o rd s and m u sic  to  
w r ite  to  U n ity  S c h o o l fo r  fu rth er  
in fo rm a tio n .



The Victory 
Book Campaign

In  recen t is su es  o f  U n ity  p e r i­
o d ic a ls  it  w a s m e n t io n e d  th at 
fr ie n d s  w h o  h a d  fin ish e d  rea d ­
in g  th e ir  U n ity  b o o k s m ig h t  w ish  
to  sen d  th e m  to  th e  m e n  in  th e  
arm ed  serv ices th ro u g h  th e  V ic ­
tory B o o k  C a m p a ig n . I f  y o u  h a v e  
b o o k s yo u  w o u ld  lik e  to  m a k e

a v a ila b le  to  serv icem en , y o u  m ay  
d e liv e r  th e m  to  th e  U S O  office  
n earest you , o r  address th e m  to  

T h e  V ic to ry  B o o k  C a m p a ig n  
R o o m s 1 6 0 1 -1 5 0 3  
E m p ire  S tate  B u ild in g  
N e w  Y o rk , N .  Y .

I f  p ack a g es o f  b o o k s are m arked  
" C o n ten ts B o o k "  th ey  m ay b e  
se n t fo r  o n ly  th ree  cen ts a p o u n d , 
th e  p o sta g e  rate fo r  b o o k s.

S evera l U n ity  readers w h o  d id  
n o t  w ish  to  p art w ith  th e ir  co p ies  
o f  U n ity  b o o k s h a v e  se n t lo v e  
o ffe r in g s  w ith  w h ic h  to  p u rch ase  
b o o k s fo r  th is  p ro ject.

T h e  s i le n c e  is  c le a r ly  ta u g h t  
in  th e  S c r ip tu r e s , a n d  is  o n e  o f  
th e  m o s t  v i t a l  a sp e c ts  o f  
p r a y e r . " B e  s t i l l ,  a n d  k n o w ” is  
a  c le a r  c o m m a n d  t o  l e t  th e  
m in d  r e s t  f r o m  its  o w n  a c t iv i­
t ie s  a n d  r e c o r d  k n o w le d g e  th a t  
th e  in f in i t e  m in d  w a it s  t o  r e ­
v e a l .— E. V. Ingraham; The 
Silence.

The Habit of Blessing 
Others

"God Is the Answer has  
h e lp e d  m e  to  b le s s  p e o p le  w h e n  
I m e e t th e m  o n  th e  street, a lso  
w h e n  I g o  in to  th e ir  h o m e s ,” 
w rites  a fr ie n d  in  ap p rec ia tio n  o f  
th e  te a ch in g s  o f  th is  b o o k  by  
D a n a  G a t lin . I t  is  a joy  to  k n o w  
th a t an o th er  T r u th  stu d en t has  
b een  h e lp e d  to  fin d  a d d ed  b le s s ­
in g s  s im p ly  by a p p ly in g  in  h er  
l i f e  th e  la w  th a t as w e  b less  
o th ers  w e  in  turn  are b le ssed .

W ee W isdom  Helps 
Sunday Schoolworkers

I f  y o u  are a S u n d ay  sch o o l-  
w o rk er  lo o k in g  fo r  e n ter ta in in g  
an d  ch a ra cter-b u ild in g  m ateria l 
fo r  ch ild r e n  fr o m  fiv e  to  th ir ­
teen , h a v e  y o u  tu rn ed  to  Wee 
Wisdom, U n ity ’s m a g a z in e  fo r  
c h ild r e n ?  O n e  fr ie n d  w h o  u ses  
th is  m a g a z in e  in  h er  co m m u n ity  
ch u rch  w o rk  w r ites: "For sev era l 
m o n th s  I h a v e  b e e n  u s in g  th e  
e x c e lle n t  s to r ies  in  Wee Wisdom 
in  a ju n io r  a g e  g ro u p , and I fin d

th a t it is n o t  at a ll d ifficu lt to  
h o ld  th e  c h ild r e n ’s a tten tio n  w ith  
th is  m ateria l. A ls o  I f e e l  that 
th ro u g h  th e se  stor ies  I am  b u ild ­
in g  character in to  th e  liv e s  o f  
o u r  y o u n g ste r s .”



Menus for Meatless 
Meals

In  th e se  d ays h o m em a k ers w h o  
h a v e  a co p y  o f  Meatless Meals 
re fer  co n sta n tly  to  th e  sec tio n  
d e v o te d  to  m e a l p la n n in g . T h is  
sec t io n  co n ta in s  v a lu a b le  su g g e s ­
tio n s  fo r  c o o k in g  v e g e ta b le s  so  as 
to  retain  as m an y  as p o ss ib le  o f  
th e ir  n u tr ien ts as w e l l  as th e ir  
flavor an d  co lor . In stru ction s are 
in c lu d e d  fo r  p la n n in g  m ea tle ss  
m ea ls  th a t su p p ly  p ro tec tiv e  and  
corrective  fo o d s  as w e l l  as th o se  
w h ic h  b u ild  th e  b od y  an d  g iv e  it  
en erg y .

A  tw o -w e e k  m e n u  c o n ta in s  
v a lu a b le  su g g e s tio n s  th a t w il l  add  
in terest an d  v a r ia tio n  to  th e  regu ­
lar fa m ily  m ea ls . T h e r e  are 
h o ste ss  m e n u s  fo r  every  season  
o f  th e  year, and c o m p le te  v e g e ­
tarian  C h ristm as an d  N e w  Y ea r 's  
d in n ers . T h e  rec ip e  fo r  every  
d ish  m e n t io n e d  in  th e  m en u s is 
g iv e n  in  th e  co o k b o o k  Meatless 
Meals.

Your mind will do for you 
anything that you ask of it. It 
will reveal to you hourly the 
thing that you need to know 
for that hour. It can be made 
so responsive that it will act 
for you at any given time, in 
any prescribed way.—Imelda 
Octavia Shanklin; What Are 
You?

Grateful for 
Gift Subscriptions

F rien d s in  E n g la n d  co n tin u e  to  
rece iv e  U n ity  litera tu re  th ro u g h  
th e  k in d n e ss  o f  fr ie n d s  h ere  w h o  
se n d  lo v e  o ffe r in g s  fo r  th a t p u r­
p o se . In  resp o n se  to  ou r o ffer  to

ren ew  Progress as a g i f t  fr o m  
U n ity  stu d e n ts  in  A m er ica , a 
fr ie n d  in  E n g la n d  w rites:

" T h a n k  yo u  fo r  yo u r  lo v e ly  
g if t  o f  Progress, w h ic h  I g ra te ­
fu l ly  accept. E ach  co p y  seem s  
richer th an  th e  la st o n e — o r  m a y ­
b e  I am  g r o w in g  in  w isd o m  an d  
u n d ersta n d in g . I certa in ly  lo o k  
o n  U n ity  litera tu re  as m y  o v e r ­
seas fr ien d s. S o m etim es th e  m a g a ­
z in e s  are la te  in  co m in g , b u t th ey  
alw ays c o m e  w h e n  I n e e d  th em  
m o st an d  a lw ays h a v e  ju st th e  
r ig h t m e ssa g e  fo r  m e .”

A little period of quiet and 
rest each day is your opportu­
nity to establish yourself at the 
center of your being, the one 
place where the supply of life 
and substance is inexhaustible. 
God is this eternal life that we 
make into living. Each day you 
should have a regular period of 
stillness when the soul may 
gather sustaining power and re­
storing life.—From Letters of 
Myrtle Fillmore.



Order Early
U n ity  b o o k s an d  m a g a z in es  

are g if t s  th a t you  can ord er  w ith  
ea se  an d  c o m fo r t r ig h t in  your  
o w n  h o m e  an d  th u s a v o id  a 
stren u o u s sh o p p in g  tour. W e  
w ish  to  e m p h a s iz e  h o w e v e r  that 
you r ord ers sh o u ld  reach  u s as

so o n  as p o ss ib le , to  save  d isa p ­
p o in tm e n ts  th a t are so m etim es  
u n a v o id a b le  in  th a t la s t-m in u te  
rush.

I f  y o u  ord er  m a g a z in e  su b ­
scr ip tio n s  as g if t s ,  th e  C h ristm as  
n u m b er o f  th e  m a g a z in e  w ith  
th e  a n n o u n cem en t o f  your g i f t  
w il l  b e  h e ld  fo r  m a ilin g  to  your  
fr ie n d s  u n til ju st b e fo r e  C h rist­
m as. B o o k  ord ers w i l l  a lso  b e  
h e ld  u n til th e  p ro p er  m a ilin g  
date, an d  th e  p a ck a g es w i l l  b e  
la b e led  " D o  n o t  o p e n  u n til 
C h ristm a s.”

H ealth Is Catching,
Volume II

I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  se n t fo r  
v o lu m e  II o f  Health Is Catching, 
y o u  are in v ite d  to  d o  so . T h is  
b o o k le t , w h ic h  is sen t fr e e  u p o n  
request, co n ta in s fo r ty -e ig h t p a g es  
o f  le tters fr o m  U n ity  stu d en ts  
te s t ify in g  to  th e  sp ir itu a l h e a lin g  
o f  b o d y  and  affa irs th ro u g h  
prayer.

What Others Say about 
Unity Greeting Booklets

A  fr ie n d  fr o m  T e x a s  w r ite s :  
" W h a t an  in sp ira tio n  it w a s that 
p ro m p te d  m e  to  sen d  fo r  th e  
C h ristm as g r e e t in g  b o o k le t s ! 
N o w  th at I h a v e  th em  it  seem s  
th a t I ca n n o t part w ith  th em , y e t  
I d o  n o t  w a n t to  b e  se lf ish .”

A n o th e r  fr o m  I llin o is  w r ite s :  
"I th an k  yo u  fo r  th e  g r e e t in g  
b o o k le ts  I r ece iv ed  in  t im e  to  
se n d  to  m y  fr ie n d s  fo r  C h ristm as. 
T h e y  are b e a u tifu l, in sp ir in g  
stories , and  ea ch  fr ie n d  ex p ressed  
h is  a p p rec ia tio n  o f  th e m .”

Booster Club a 
Good Influence

A  very  w o r th -w h ile  a ctiv ity  
fea tu red  in  Wee Wisdom is  th e  
G o o d  W o r d s  B o o ster  C lu b . T h e  
p u rp o se  o f  th e  c lu b  is to  h e lp  
b oys an d  g ir ls  sp ea k  g o o d  w o rd s, 
th in k  g o o d  th o u g h ts , an d  d o  
g o o d  d eed s. T h e  c lu b  secretary  
rece iv ed  th is  sp le n d id  le tte r  re­
c en tly  :

"I w ish  to  w r ite  o n e  m o r e  le t ­
ter  to  yo u  w h ile  I am  s t ill  a 
m em b er  o f  th e  G o o d  W o r d s  
B o o ster  C lu b . I w i l l  so o n  b e  s ix ­
teen  years o ld , an d  h a v e  b een  a 
m em b er  s in c e  1 9 3 6 . B e in g  a 
B o o ster  h as h e lp e d  m e  n o  en d  
o f  tim es, an d  I w ish  to  th an k  you. 
I th in k  th e  B o o ster  C lu b  is m o st  
h e lp fu l,  an d  Wee Wisdom has  
d efin ite ly  b e e n  an  im p o rta n t part 
o f  m y  c h ild h o o d . Y o u  m ig h t  say  
th a t I h a v e  g ra d u a ted ,’ b u t I w il l  
n ev er  fo r g e t  Wee Wisdom or  th e  
B o o ster  C lu b .”



Christmas Gifts
FRIENDS WHO ARE NOT 

TRUTH STUDENTS . . .

These Unity books are written so that anyone who reads 
them may find encouragement and a constructive outlook on 
life. They are written with such a depth of sincerity and 
with such understanding helpfulness that they inspire all 
who read them.

G o d  Is  t h e  A n s w e r ,
by Dana Gatlin, explains that by lifting our mind in thinking 
God's thoughts after Him we can remove sickness, poverty, 
and fear from our life, and become free to develop our 
God-given talents.

G o d  a  P r e s e n t  H e lp ,
by H. Emilie Cady, gives assurance to all who read it that 
by turning to God just as Jesus did they can find guidance 
sufficient for any situation. "The supply [of man's every 
need] forever awaits the demand’’ says Doctor Cady.

W o r k in g  w i t h  G o d ,
by Gardner Hunting, is filled with inspiring directions for 
being happy and successful through expressing the divine 
possibilities within. This book appeals especially to men.

L e s s o n s  in  T r u th ,
by H. Emilie Cady, opens the way to the realm of spiritual 
thought, giving deeper understanding of God’s laws and 
how to work with them in complete accord.

N e w  W a y s  t o  S o lv e  O ld  P r o b le m s ,
by Lowell Fillmore, is always read and reread because it is 
full of helpful ideas that are easily applied to problems of 
everyday life. Some of the chapters are "Freeing Yourself 
from the Past,” "Taking Care of the Future,” and "How 
to Relax.”

These books, in holiday wrappings, will be mailed direct to 
your friends if you wish, and an attractive announcement card 
bearing your name will be inclosed. They come in dark-green 
cloth, priced at $1 each; in black flexible binding at $ 2  
a copy.



Christmas Greeting

B O O K LETS
By sending Unity Greeting Booklets to your 
friends you can share with them a spirit-lifting 
message of Truth that will live in their hearts 
long after the holiday season. The sixteen book­
lets listed below have been grouped according 
to content, so that you may be able to select 
a suitable message for each of your friends.

--------------------------- ★

INSPIRATIONAL
Gifts for the Christ,

by Zelia M. Walters 
H oly Bread, by Zelia M. Walters 
T he T urning Point, by Dana Gatlin 
W here Blessings Begin,

by Sonya Max 
The Mental Equivalent,

by Emmet Fox 
Life Is Consciousness,

by Emmet Fox 
Are You Getting All You W ant 

from Lif e ?, by Helen G. Sherry 
Twenty-Four Golden H ours,

by Janet Craig 
J oy Cometh, by Clara Palmer

BIBLE INTERPRETATION
The Protecting Presence,

by Ernest C. Wilson 

T he Song of Life,
by Ernest C. Wilson 

Prayer of Prayers, by Naomi Hale 

DEVOTIONAL 
*God Is Blessing You N ow,

compiled by Silent Unity

The Challenge of the Dawn,
by Frank B. Whitney

The Great H elper, by Dana Gatlin

The W ay of Faith, by Nonie Rose

•New this Christmas

These booklets come in attractively decorated 
envelopes ready for mailing, and each requires 
only 1 cent postage. Greeting booklets are priced 
at 10 cents each, or 12 for $1. (You may order 

'&  our special assortment of twelve booklets or 
sg you may make your own selection.)



he peace, joy, and understanding 
that you receive as you read Unity 
literature are gifts that you can send 
into the lives of others. The friends 
to whom you send a Unity magazine 
subscription will someday bless you 

for your thoughtfulness. You can select a suitable 
gift for each one on your Christmas list from the 
following periodicals.

DAILY WORD—Give this magazine to anyone 
who would be interested in a daily devotional 
program. The lessons show one how to know 
and live Truth day by day.

UNITY—Each month during the coming year 
your friends who are interested in metaphysics or 
in spiritual healing will thank you for sending 
them this instructive and inspiring magazine.

GOOD BUSINESS—Give this magazine to men 
and women who face problems in business or in 
human relations, for it will show them how to 
succeed by applying Truth ideas. The articles are 
entertaining as well as informative.

PROGRESS—This is Unity’s illustrated magazine. 
It reveals Truth through the beauty of its illustra­
tions and the inspiration of its stories, poems, ar­
ticles, and regular features. “A treasure-house of 
happiness for the youth of all ages,” says one long­
time subscriber.

WEEKLY UNITY—This is the cheerful visitor 
for the friend who is new in the study of Truth. 
Since it goes into his home every week, it is a 
constant invitation to him to accept and apply 
Truth to everyday problems of health, harmony, 
and prosperity.

WEE WISDOM—This is the colorful, fun-filled 
magazine that every boy and girl from five to 
thirteen should have. Any child will be delighted to 
have WEE WISDOM come to him each month 
in his own name.

Gift subscription)* begin with the Christm as issue, which 
will reach your friends ju st before Christm as along with 
a lovely folder announcing that the gift is from you. A 
year's subscription for any Unity periodical is $1.



An Agp-(01b (Eljristmaa (Srrpttttg
From a letter written by Fra Giovanni, A. D. t i l l

I SALUTE y o u . I a m  y o u r  IrienjV a n d  m y  lo v e  lor y o u  
g o e s  d e e p . T h ere  is  n o th in g  /  c a n  g iv e  y o u  w h ich  
y o u  h a v e  n o t got; b u t th ere  is m uch , v ery  m u ch , that 

w h ile  I c a n n o t  g iv e  it, y o u  c a n  ta k e . N o  h e a v e n  c a n  
c o m e  to u s u n le s s  ou r h e a r ts  find  rest in  to d a y . T a k e  
h e a v e n !  N o p e a c e  l ie s  in th e  fu tu re w h ich  is n o t h id d e n  
in  th is p r e c io u s  little  in sta n t. T a k e  p e a c e !  T he g lo o m  
of th e  w o rld  is  b u t a  s h a d o w . B eh in d  it y e t  w ith in  ou r  
r e a c h  is joy . T h ere  is r a d ia n c e  a n d  g lo r y  in  th e  d a rk ­
n e s s ,  co u ld  w e  b u t s e e ,  a n d  to s e e  w e  h a v e  o n ly  to 
look . I b e s e e c h  y o u  to look. L ife is  so  g e n e r o u s  a  g iv er , 
b u t w e , ju d g in g  its g ifts  b y  the ir  c o v e r in g s , c a s t  them  
a w a y  a s  u g ly  or h e a v y  or h ard . R e m o v e  th e  c o v e r ih g  
a n d  y o u  w ill find  b e n e a t h ,  it a  l iv in g  sp le n d o r , w o v e n  
of lo v e , b y  w isd o m , w ith  p o w er . W e lc o m e  it, g r a s p  it, 
a n d  y o u  to u c h  th e  a n g e l 's  h a n d  th a t b r in g s  it to you . 
E v e r y th in g  w e  c a l l  a  tria l, a  so rro w , or a  d u ty , b e l ie v e  
m e, th a t a n g e l 's  h a n d  is there; th e  g ift is th ere, a n d  
th e  w o n d e r  of a n  o v e r s h a d o w in g  p r e s e n c e . O ur jo y s  
too: b e  n ot c o n ten t w ith  th em  a s  jo y s. T h ey  too  c o n ­
c e a l  d iv in er  g ifts . Life is s o  full of m e a n in g  a n d  p u r­
p o s e , s o  full of b e a u ty  b e n e a th  its c o v e r in g  that y o u  
w ill find  ea r th  b u t c lo a k s  y o u r  h e a v e n . C o u r a g e  th en  to 
c la im  it: th a t is  a ll! But c o u r a g e  y o u  h a v e ;  a n d  th e  
k n o w le d g e  th a t w e  a r e  p ilg r im s to g e th e r , w e n d in g  
th ro u g h  u n k n o w n  co u n try  ou r w a y  h o m e . A n d  so  a t  
th is  C h r istm a s tim e I g r e e t  y o u . Not q u ite  a s  th e  w orld  
s e n d s  g r e e t in g s , b u t w ith  p ro fo u n d  e s te e m  a n d  w ith  the  
p ra y er  th a t for y o u  n o w  a n d  fo rev er  th e  d a y  b r e a k s  
a n d  th e  s h a d o w s  f le e  a w a y .  .  * *


