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THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
HoraTio W. DRESSER
(Concluded from last month.)

HE nonresistant attitude is not effeminate, but
is manly in fullest measure. Meekness and
humility become powerful when regarded
in the light of the accompanying self-re-
straint and the inhibition of lower impulses.
Nonresistance is forgiveness, charity, where
external resistance would be condemnation

and hatred. It is selective, for there are three kinds of

resistance and nonresistance, namely, physical, mental and
moral or spiritual; and he who has power to practice non-
resistance chooses between the three possible forms of re-

sponse. Hence, nonresistance is by no means the mild

acceptance of circumstances which it has been supposed to

be.

Now this method is not so remote from common life
as it appears, but coincides at many points with common
sense. Every one knows from experience that there are
occasions when it would be useless to intervene, people who
cannot be persuaded, those whom one could not by any
means influence through anything external. Consequently
one waits, depending on silence and the power of example.
When misunderstood we learn to bide our time, saying not
a word, never defending ourselves, but continuing loyal
to the truth as we see it. In dealing with children, we
know the value of what may be called the flank move-
ment in meeting their unruliness, and every time we have
patience or take thought we see the superionity of the
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