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T H E SERMON ON T H E M O U N T 

HORATIO W. DRESSER 

(Concluded from last month.) 

H E nonresistant attitude is not effeminate, but 
is manly in fullest measure. Meekness and 
humility become powerful when regarded 
in the light of the accompanying self-re
straint and the inhibition of lower impulses. 
Nonresistance is forgiveness, charity, where 
external resistance would be condemnation 

and hatred. It is selective, for there are three kinds of 
resistance and nonresistance, namely, physical, mental and 
moral or spiritual; and he who has power to practice non-
resistance chooses between the three possible forms of re
sponse. Hence, nonresistance is by no means the mild 
acceptance of circumstances which it has been supposed to 
be. 

Now this method is not so remote from common life 
as it appears, but coincides at many points with common 
sense. Every one knows from experience that there are 
occasions when it would be useless to intervene, people who 
cannot be persuaded, those whom one could not by any 
means influence through anything external. Consequently 
one waits, depending on silence and the power of example. 
When misunderstood we learn to bide our time, saying not 
a word, never defending ourselves, but continuing loyal 
to the truth as we see it In dealing with children, we 
know the value of what may be called the flank move
ment in meeting their unruliness, and every time we have 
patience or take thought we see the superiority of the 
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gentler method by which we guide their interests in an
other direction. 

Intellectually stated, this is the constructive method 
by which we seek the good in others and in their doc
trines, emphasizing the points of harmony and agreement 
More thought is required to do this, because it is neces
sary not only to note the points of disagreement, but to 
pass reflectively beyond them to the larger truth in which 
they are fulfilled. Hence we learn to transcend appear
ances, no longer giving expression to the first opinion that 
may arise in our mind. The implication is that ultimately 
all truth is one, that there is a unitary point of view which 
includes the differences and contrasts which on lower levels 
separate men into sects and opposing groups of various 
types. Steadily to pursue this ideal is to dwell on the spirit 
rather than the form, to seek the universal truth which 
voices itself among all peoples. 

Likewise in dealing with our fellows, when we are 
wise and pause to consider, we penetrate behind appear
ances to the motive, the highest intent or purpose, seeking 
to judge by that. For a man is like society at large in 
this respect—a mere collection of tendencies making to
wards a goal. To love a man, to do one's best for him, 
is to regard him in the light of the centralizing ideal toward 
which he is striving. So in the case of one's own self: to 
make sure headway is to let the eye be single to the con
sistent individual we hope to be, never allowing ourselves 
to regard the processes of evolution as aught more than 
means to the moral and spiritual end. 

Apply this method to the affairs of the nations, and 
you have arbitration, the ways and means of the idea in
stead of those of the sword. It only remains to convince 
the world that this is the true method. 

But what of those who, like Tolstoi, and the Quakers, 
and the Hindoos, undertake to live solely and consistently 
by the principle of nonresistance? Everything depends 
upon our understanding of the principle as viewed from 
within, whatever we may say of the partial successes of 

Digitized by G o o g l e 


