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Charles S. Fillmore Unpublished Materials

Charles Fillmore founded, with his wife Myrtle Fillmore, the Unity spiritual movement. Charles 
Fillmore authored 9 books before his death in 1948. Unity published 4 books from Fillmore’s 
writings after his death. Atom Smashing Power of Mind, Keep a True Lent, Revealing Word, and 
Dynamics fo r Living were published between 1949 and 1967.

Unity also continued to publish his writing in booklets, magazines, and pamphlets. But, 
numerous Fillmore manuscripts have never been published. They include hundreds of 
handwritten and typewritten sermons. Of the 9 book manuscripts in the Charles Fillmore 
Papers, 4 were published. The five unpublished book manuscripts include:

The Fourth Dimension 
Hidden Man of the Bible 
Metaphysical Questions and Answers 
Mysteries of Paul
The Story of Jesus’ Soul Evolution [Evolution of the Soul of Jesus Christ]

Of these book manuscripts, it appears that only the Evolution of the Soul of Jesus Christ, 
interpreting the stories of Matthew, Mark and Luke, was discussed for possible publication. The 
following pages provide sources that refer to the editorial process of manuscripts that were never 
published.

Manuscripts Sources
Reincarnation Editorial Conference Notes. (1948, July 29). Editorial Department 

Records. Unity Village, MO: Unity Archives, 3.
Eternal Life Editorial Conference Notes. (1951, Nov. 29), 4.
Evolution of the Soul 
of Jesus Christ

Editorial Conference Notes. (1952, Jan. 17), 2.

Evolution of the Soul 
of Jesus Christ

Editorial Conference Notes. (1952, Feb. 7), 2.

Gospels Editorial Conference Notes. (1952, Feb. 28), 7.
Gospels Editorial Conference Notes. (1956, Oct. 18), 5.
Gospels Editorial Conference Notes. (1952, Feb. 28), 6.
Unpublished material Editorial Conference Notes. (1955, May 12), 6.
Unpublished material Editorial Conference Notes. (1955, Dec. 1), 5.
Unpublished material Editorial Conference Notes. (1956, March 8), 6.
Unpublished material Editorial Conference Notes. (1957, January 17), 2.
Unpublished material Editorial Conference Notes. (1957, March 7), 2-3.
Unpublished material Editorial Conference Notes. (1957, May 2), 2.
Evolution of the Soul 
of Jesus Christ
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/?£• B te ^ -1  /vegetarianism, a chapter on herbs and eight or ten pages <sf 
of simple menus. It is to tie in with the story of Unity 
Inn, giving a brief summary of its service. It will be 
six inches by nine inches in size with plastic ring bind
ing. Two colors will be used on the inside and the recipes 
will be decorated with pen drawings. Each chapter will 
be prefaced with an appropriate picture. Rod said that 
when work was first started on the cookbook, he contacted 
people at the Farm and at the Temple and asked for sug-. 
gestions and vegetarian recipes. The book will be 170 
pages in length and as the plans stand now, it will be 
called "Unity Inn Cookbook." The comment was made by 
Jim Freedman that it was his understanding that it was to 
be named, "Unity Farm Inn Cookbook." But the concensus 
of opinion was that"Unity Inn Cookbook" will be most suit
able. The plans are to bring out the cookbook next spring.

< George asked what book we plan to bring out next fall.
May thought Cora Fillmore would have the material ready 
for the Charles Fillmore book in time to bring it out by 
then. May then told us of a dream she had recently in 
which Charles Fillmore figured prominently. This dream 
has brought to her mind the need for a book on eternal 
life in which Charles Fillmore's ideas on this subject
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Esther Freshman is going to take a year off and write a biogra
phy. Clint suggested that she would be a good staff writer to 
have. Lowell said we should encourage her as she has a great 
deal of value to contribute to the work.

Racks for the free literature are being made at the Farm, Rod 
reported.

Several thousand appeals for extra love offerings for subscrip
tions have been sent out, Rod said, but it is too early to know 
just what response will be received. (The appeal is not being 
sent with Wee Wisdom expirations.)

/  Pharaby Boileau has collected quite a bit of Charles Fillmore's 
material on reincarnation, from which a booklet might be made 
on the subject.

We have had a request to print the picture of Jesus which goes 
with the prosperity banks, together with the Golden Rule and 
a clear interpretation of the Golden Rule. The woman who asked 
for it wanted to order 500 copies to be hung in the rooms of 350 
girls and 150 employes under her supervision. Ralph Tackett
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uniform price, even though we have to take a loss on them.
The point was brought out that they were such good ad
vertising for us that we could afford to make a con
cession and sell them below cost as a service to our 
visitors.
Rod reported that the new Unity catalogue will be ready 
in April.
George reported that all the copy for Mary Elizabeth's (Turner) 
book has been turned in. He is waiting for her to return 
from her Field trip so that he can talk to her about some 
questions that have come up.
Cora Fillmore is vorking on the three other gospels by 
Charles Fillmore. ■ 1 - ■ ■
Osla Sehrt Jones has sent in the first two chapters of 
the book she is writing on the New Testament. She is very 
eager to please us and has asked for criticisms and sug-
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told us that they have been run off on the multilith and 
are available to the center leaders through the Field 
Department. Warren has suggested that we get out a book
let on God as our supply. We haven’t been able to see 
the angle for It as yet.

Alex Alberg reported that he is having samples of a larger 
and more readable type set up for consideration for our 
future use. He has not received them yet, but he expects 
to have them before long.

Lowell showed us a card he received from May Rowland yester
day. May is vacationing in Mexico.

We are printing a "combined index" of the ten Charles 
^  Fillmore books. It is now in the proofroom. It will have 

a paper back and is intended only to tide us over until 
the comprehensive index that Clint is working on can be 
brought out.

y  Elizabeth Sand Turner has been given an assignment to write
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School. This will have no bearing on the book Mrs. Turner 
is preparing on the life and teachings of Jesus, and the 
one on the rest of the New Testament. Pharabv asked if we 
are,.going, to do anything with the Charles Fillmore manu
scripts o n t h f i ^ BT"ja«xa5a^g^&p^ks. ueorlfe" said m a t  since 
this material would parallel MYSTERIES OP GENESIS and 
MYSTERIES OF JOHN, it was decided some years ago not to 
bring it out. These books have never sold well, so it was 
thought best not to bring out other books of this type. 
Lowell, however, said that we want to get all of Charles 
Fillmore’s writings that we possibly can into print. It 
was brought out that even though MYSTERIES OF GENESIS and 
MYSTERIES OF JOHN have not sold well they are invaluable as 
reference books for the student ministers and those who are 
studying seriously. Retta asked if the Charles Fillmore 
material might be printed in the magazines as articles, or 
put out in some other form, if not suitable for a book. The 
suggestion was also made that books of this type be put in 
a higher price bracket. MYSTERIES OF GENESIS is now sell
ing for $2.00.
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discus3ion of Unity books
January 17, 1952
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We are in the process of getting out a new book whose original 
title "How to Become Your True Self," has been changed to "A More 
Wonderful You." The first proof has been read and the book is 
being set up for reading of page proofs. This will go to George 
Carpenter for attention.

George Carpenter has the cookbook on his desk and is working 
on it. Regarding Unity’s experience with cookbooks: Years ago 
Unity published one of its own. Then one was brought out by a pub
lisher in Chicago, which answered our purpose at that time. Unity 
was the largest purchaser of this book, and recently when the stock 
was running low, the publishers asked Unity to place another order. 
Since our new cookbook is so nearly ready for publication, we 
simply purchased the remaining stock from the Chicago publishers 
and we believe they discontinued publication of the book.

S '  The Charles and Cora Fillmore book for the Lenten season is 
^ being worked on by Cora. There was no special report to make on 

its progress.
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was their first speaker and was enthusiastically received. 
Don Iverson was the speaker at the second meeting. Rod 
Friend spoke this morning on the mental equivalent.
Teach Us to Pray, our Lenten study hook, is selling well.
Lowell inquired if anyone has had a report from Cora 
Fillmore on the work she is doing on the next Fillmore 
book. "The Story of Jesus' Soul Evolution" is still on 
file in the Editorial Department.
A short time ago, Gardner Hunting sent Lowell some excerpts 
from the book he plans to publish^ for Lowell's okay as the 
material contained some very personal incidents involving 
Unity School and Lowell in particular. When Lowell replied, 
he asked if the book would be something we could publish 
for him. Gardner has replied that he is already dealing 
with Prentice Hall and expects them to bring it out. It 
will comprise some 50»000 to 60,000 words and will sell 
•f’r.-r. or jgJl.00. Since this would be too long for us.
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Many, many manuscripts were left by Charles Fillmore„ It 
is surprising how marly of these were in his own handwriting. 
Some of his manuscripts represent material used in his ser-

material.. For a number of years Mr» Ingraham 
took down Mr. Fillmore’s Sunday talks as did Jane Palmer and 
Inez Bussell, All of this material has been transcribed and 
we now have It available in alphabetical order, For some 
time Blaine Mays has been organizing these original manu
scripts and cataloguing them. They are now packed in six 
boxeso A large notebook accompanies the boxes and in the 
notebook is listed all the manuscripts, both chronologically 
and alphabetically. Duplicate notebooks have been sent to 
Lowell, Pharaby Boileau and George Carpenter., Some of the 
material dates back to 190fy»

Recently Carl Frangkiser received a tape recording from which 
records were made of a talk that Charles Fillmore gave in 
Oklahoma City in 19^6°

Pharaby asked if the article "The End of the Age" by Charles 
Fillmore could be reprinted In Unity magazine, as the issue

mons, some of it articles published In the magazines, also
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Msirtha Smock reported that she is collecting more and more 
articles on healing written by May Rowland with a view to 
getting material ready for a book by May.

There are still a number of unpublished articles by Charles 
Fillmore. Lowell suggested that George go over these and 
perhaps bring them out in future issues of Unity magazine.

Our records show that we are not sending out as many sample 
copies of our magazines as we used to. We discussed at some 
length ways and means of getting out more samples. Postal 
regulations permit us to send out samples amounting to 10$ 
of our list each month. On Daily Word we would be per
mitted to send around 70,000 copies each month, on Unity 
9,000 or more. The suggestion was made that we take the 
telephone directories of various cities and make up a mail
ing list for samples. Someone suggested that we start with 
Kansas City. Ralph Tackett explained thab when we send 
samples of our material to the radio list we rotate the 
magazines that we send so that all our magazines will have 
an equal chance to reach prospective subscribers. Carl 
Frangkiser asked if it would be advisable to inclose a
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THE REVEALING WORD--Jim Decker reported that the p ’s, q ’s, 
and r's are finished and work is going forward on the s ’s.

MIRACLE'S £RE HAPPENING--Clint reported that he has written 
Mala Powers relative to her healing, but as yet he has not 
heard from her. Don and Dot O ’Connor have given Clint some 
leads on testimonials. Martha Smock is going to send Clint 
some of the outstanding letters that come to DAILY WORD.
Some of them may furnish leads on testimonial for the book.
May Rowland is still writing articles on healing with a 
view to getting enough material written for a book on 
healing.

UNPUBLISHED ARTICLES OF CHARLES FILLMORE--Pharaby says that 
Blaine Mays has marked the ones that have not been pub
lished. Lowell commented that it might be a good idea for 
the editors to get together and go over the articles and 
make plans to get them into print.

Lowell mentioned again that we should not be hasty in taking 
names off our subscription lists as soon as the subscriptions 
expire. Right now we are trying out a new method of keeping 
names on our lists longer; that is, beyond the date of expiration.
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any at all. Rod asked if we intend to print the questions 
in the book the next time it is reprinted. The question was 
also asked how many pages of type would be required for these 
questions. George Carpenter made the suggestion that the 
questions and the index for the book be set up the way they 
are to appear in the book and after running copies save the 
type for the book when it is reprinted. Rod asked Ralph to 
send the copy to Alex as soon as possible so that it can be 
set up. Then as orders come in and we know how many copies 
will be needed, we can print them.

Alex reported that he has received three different kinds 
of type for our consideration. As soon as he gets them u n 
packed, he will send them around to the editors for their 
opinions.

Lowell asked that as many of Charles Fillmore's unpublished 
articles as possible be used in the magazines, especially Unity.

Warren Meyer is still working on material for a book by 
Frances J Gable. Pharaby thought we should not count on 
publishing it before 1958.
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added, it would be necessary to add another section to the 
book. Since the type has already been set, it was thought 
best to print the questions separately and let the Field 
Department distribute them to the centers, to student minis
ters, and to anyone wishing to make a serious study of the 
book.

Alex has shown the samples of new type face to the editors 
and they have agreed that there is not enough difference in 
the new type and the Garamond we are now using to justify a 
change. The cost would amount to over $5,000, which is more 
than we would want to pay. Alex went on to tell us that when 
blue ink is added to black it makes a sharper, more readable 
page. The blue-black ink has been used on the May issue of 
DAILY WORD with very good results. It was agreed that maybe 
this could be done on all the magazines.

Warren Meyer will be here soon and most likely will report on 
the Francis Gable book material he is collecting, or if he 
has the material ready, he may turn it in.

Lowell inquired as to what is being done about the unpublished
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y  articles of Charles Fillmore. Clint is going through them at 
present with a view to getting material that he can publish 
in GOOD BUSINESS. Retta told us that Elizabeth Sand Turner 
is to go through these articles and sort out anything that 
is different from what has already been printed in the Charles 
Fillmore books. If she finds enough articles to make a book, 
we will consider getting out another Charles Fillmore book.

^  Jessie Gable reported that she has finished the "T's" in THE
^  REVEALING WORD and is now working on the "U's." George told 

us that the copy will make about an 800-page book. It will 
be helpful to ministers, students, Sunday-school teachers and 
those Interested in studying the Unity teachings, and we 
should plan to get it out before long.

Retta said that the pamphlet "Behold, I Send My Messenger" is 
so good she wonders if there is some way we can give it wider 
distribution. Ethel Lemons commented that she has used it on 
radio a number of times and each time it has been well received. 
We were asked to give some thought to how we can get the pam
phlet into the hands of more people.
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Jim Decker reported that an index will be included in the 
second edition of the Myrtle Fillmore book, HOW TO LET 
GOD HELP YOU. The questions that we considered putting in 
the book have already been printed in separate form.

Warren Meyer has the material for the Francis Gable book 
ready. At first, he had difficulty getting together enough 
material, but now he has too much material for a dollar- 
size book, so we will have to select the articles that are 
most representative of Mr. Gable's work. The book is to 
be printed in the larger size type and will sell for $1.

< Clint Bernard has gone through the Charles Fillmore 
original manuscripts and selected some of the shorter 
pieces for publication in GOOD BUSINESS. He is leaving 
the longer articles for UNITY magazine to publish. Lowell 
asked that as much of Mr. Fillmore's material as possible be 
put into orint because our reader's are always eager to 
read Mr. Fillmore's writings.

George Carpenter reported that he has Elizabeth Sand 
Turner's final draft of the manuscript she has prepared



August 9, 2005

Memo to File

Findings About Why “Evolution of the Soul of Jesus Christ” Was Not Published

I reviewed the minutes recorded in Unity’s “Editorial Conference Notes” (“E C N ”)in an effort to
understand why Charles Fillmore’s manuscript titled “The Evolution of the Soul of Jesus Christ”
was never published. Recorded below are my findings

1. The manuscript was submitted to editing on August 7,1947.

2. ECN 12/4/47: “Charles Fillmore’s book explaining the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
is now in and in the process of being edited.”

3. E C N  7/15/48: Cora mentions many of CF’s manuscripts not published. Discussion reported 
in this meeting focused on Atom Smashing Power of Mind. (Note: CF died July 5, 1948)

4. E C N  4/28/49: “Cora has turned over the material for the second CF book, “The Revealing 
Word”. This is a new book on definitions.

5. ECN 10/20/49: “Lowell told us that we are catching up with our press work and now we 
have time to get out some of the books we have been waiting to publish. Attached is a list of 
them mentioned for further consideration.” (The list included “The Story of Jesus’ Soul 
Evolution”.)

6. ECN 9/21/50: “A  petition has been sent to us asking the we publish in book form, the Bible 
Interpretation lessons that have been given in the Training School by Elizabeth Sand 
Turner...” (This proposal was discussed further in ECN 10/5/50 and ECN 10/19/50).

7. ECN 1/11/51: “Mysteries of John is being set now. I will be ready for delivery in June.”

8. EC N  meetings in 1951 — a lot of the discussion was centered on James Freeman’s biography 
of Charles and Myrtle.

9. EC N  1/17/52: “Evolution of the Soul of Jesus Christ by Charles Fillmore is in the editorial 
department now.”....’’Lowell Fillmore suggests that we might work out a Bible course and it 
was decided to start with Elizabeth Sand Turner’s book. Metaphysical Interpretation of the 
Old Testament.”

10. E C N  8/21/52: Discussion about publication of “Keep a True Lent”.



11. ECN 1952-1955: Nothing further appeared in the notes about “Evolution” The focus was 
on the “Revealing Word”, the concordance, and Elizabeth Sand Turner’s books.

12. ECN 10/18/56: This appears to be the final word on “Evolution”: “Elizabeth San Turned
has been given an assignment to write a Bible course that can be offered by the 
Correspondence. School. This w ill have no bearing on the book Mrs. Turner is preparing on 
the life and teachings o f Jesus, and the one on the rest o f the New Testament Pharaby 
[Librarian/Archivist] asked if  we are going to do anything with the Charles Fillmore 
manuscripts on the other three gospels. George said that since this material would parallel 
MYSTERIES OF GENESIS and MYTERIES OF JOHN, is was decided some years ago not 
to bring it out. These books have never sold well, so it was thought best not to bring our 
other books o f this type. Lowell, however, said that we want to get all o f Charle Fillmore’s 
writings that we possibly can into print It was brought out that even though MYSTERIES 
OF GENESIS and MYTERIES OF JOHN have not sold well they are invaluable as reference 
books for the student ministers and those who are studying seriously......”

13. That was the final reference that I found in the ECN regarding “Evolution.

My conclusion about this is that “Evolution” did not “make the editorial cut” for a combination 
o f reasons.

* First, following CF’s transition, there were a number o f books published -  Atom 
Smashing Power o f Mind, the Revealing Word, Keep a True Lent, the CF Concordance, 
and the “MYSTERIES” books.

*  Second, Elizabeth Sand Turner’s books filled much o f the function o f Bible metaphysics.

* Third, the MYSTERIES books did not sell well.

*  Fourth, there were a lot o f other priorities that came to the fore -  James Freeman’s book 
on the Fillmores and Unity, Lowell’s book on Unity Treasure Chest, children books, Eric 
Butterworth’s work on audio recordings, etc.

Rev Steve Maynard


