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e
.u
e
i
e
¥

SIHIESSHESS--ML4i'S HERITAGE TEROUGH
; —_— .
E CrRIST
&
5.
i
ks I Johmn 1:5--2:6.
H
The lesson this morring is rather condensed in its practical

1 eprlicaticn teo everyday 1life. S-i-n: only three letters in the
i
. word, and yet 1t covers a fultitude. It is hardly possible to begin

to explain all the ins &nd cuts of sin in a short telk. It is &
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very large subject; a subjeét that evervbrody is interested in, but
few take serilously.

Jesus Christ came to destroy sin, and many people are doubtful
as to the efflicacy of His mission, because sin still exists, and
nineteen hundred years have passed. 8in seems to be just as active.
Undeoubtedly, juégiﬂg by appearsnces, it is mcre active than it ever

was in the history of the world. And the question naturelly erises,
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thet is the nature of thils thing that has such power in men and
arong the hyman family? And, if Jesus came to Gestroy it--and some
people think thaet He did destroy it--why are there no more evidences

of this destructlon? If the great Kaster of men made an issue of

Sis ministry, we ought to be able to ansvier these questions. And T

thinl that we can answer them, teo tie mind that has raise? its

consciousness to the place where 1t corn see mental activities, and

’F

not only see them but handle them.

MNo man can upderstand the charzcter of sin until he knows
somethiing of sinlessness; so no men cen understznd the character
of darkness until he knows about the light. Ko men cen understand
the charzcter of sickness until he imows healih. 50, you muasi study

health In order to overcore sickness. You wust study Truth in order

to covercome depression; in otner words, you rust study everytiing



from the opposite side bgfpre you can know anything sbout phe
reflectioﬁ or thé negative side. So, in this study of sin, you
rust study sinlessless, or the Christ.

Thet brings us right beelz to headquarters. Vhat do you know
apcut the power of Chiist to forgive sin? Vhen you know that power,
you will see what sin is. Sin is something more than a mere moral

deflection. The orlginal meaning of the word in the Greelr was

"missing the mark." Applying that to our everydsy understanding

of Chwristianity, we can see that it has iis relation to the missing
of the mark of vhat Peul called that "prize of tne high calling of
God through Christ.”  The missing of the mark of the Carist; the
high ceiling of God in Christ.

That means that there is a standard, we might sey, in archery;

thet it 1s a bullt's eve, and that is Christ--the character of Christ--



and all people who have missed that character in bringing out the
divine Idea, the God in them, &are sinners. 4nd ve are all sinners,
but i1f we dwell upon our sins and mourn over ther and think that
we are destined for hell, we increase our.dissipatiOn, because sin
is dissipation. 8in is not real.

According to Genesis, sin came into the world through Adam

ana kve's lack of understanding. ALder =nd Eve were innocent children

put into this gredt Universal Mind of Being, with all its intricate,
deep, metephvsicel feacts. They knew nothing chbout thém. They vere
to have experience. The serpent means experience--one of its
meanings. Another one is the subtlety of sense, or gsensation; and
tnese poor, innocent children had to ecguire an understanding. liow,

we are the innocent children; we are the offspring of these original

ancescors of the rsce. 4nd they didn't always incorporate into



their evolution the wisdom or the knowledge of the great Universal
¥ind. They slipped, they fell away from the understanding of how
.to use certain principles, or how to use what we might cali life.
Life end wisdom are two attributes of Being. Love is another
attribute, power, all these are attributes of this one Universal
I'ind; and we, &8s the users of this Find, must know all of its

activities, all of its attributes. Now, if we merely incorporate
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Into our consciousness life, or sensation end substance, combining
tnose two, you can see you gel & partial result. It is like work-
ing ovt a problem in mathemetics. Tiie have only pot a partial answer
to our problem; and that is exactly where we are toaay, es the
family of God. We are not under ccndemnation. Ye don't know as
much as ve mignt ¥now, and not knowing it, we den't knrnow how to

se this universal Inergy.
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Our men of science are beginning to discern that there is
something back of thls universe that thev are to get acqﬁainted
with. In & meeting of the viorlid's Sghool of Scientists in Glasgow,
Scotland, I think it was, just the other éay, one of the écknowledged
leaders in the scientific worlcd said "Science ié, since we lost our
basls in the atom, all at sea. Ve have discovered that there is =

new ﬁorld, anotner kingdom, here. It 1s electric in its character;

iz

but we know so 1little about it that we are at sea." That is the

utmost of & great truth. They have discovered this world of mind

on ite energy side.
Quite a few of the progressive scientists ere experimenting
in the measuring of the energy of the ether. That ether is simply

one phase of Divine 1'ind, and thev are meesuring it with lizht

and phctography etc. They zare gelting away from mechanical devices.
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You cen see that they are beginning to merge into I'ind, and pretty
soon thev will find that they can measure the energy or the force
of this universal ether. But can they measure the Love of 1t? Or
can they measure the wisdom that mokes up this Universel iind? Yo,
they cennot. Tney must evolve In themselves the measuring sticks
and those ere ideas of Mind. So you can see that metaphysicians

are just a step ghead of the scientific world, but 1t is & great
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consolation to metaphysicians that the world is recognizing these
principles which 211 metaphysiclens and ell seers have deslt with,
in & measure, down the gges.

Vie see tne evidences of this power of the mind te tune in with
the universal ether in the power of the ﬁord. And, In order to getl

hold of that power, we must use right words; that is, we must use

uplifting words, spiritual words, because the Viord is attached to
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the ether; &anc when we write 2 word we imprison, or we trap, the
etner in 1ts energy. Every word has real 1life. &L great man saié:
"If you cut & word, it would bleed."  There is light comes Qﬁt of
every word. Your lightest word has entrapped in it this universal
Inergy, Just to the extent thet you are wise, or that you &re
vital, or that you have power and strength. 411 those attributgs

come right into your consclousness when you begin to affirm .the Word.
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These higher word; thet ere written are so much life, because if
you could see the Invisible, you would see s rey of light running
before every word. Those words, tc some people, take on light.

I have had sore people sey to me ithat when thev hed guickened
the spiritual mind and had certzin illumination, thet reacing the

Bible, a word would stand right out and seer to be rignt in the way

above the written word. They had cauzht it, don't you see, 1n &



17

measure? That is true of everyv word, asnd it hes 1life., ZIverv word
is life, just to the extent that man couprehends the 1ife of God;
that God is Spirit, ané thet the Christ of God, or this Son of God,
is shining into every one of us. A4s Jdohn said, in our lesson this
morning: "God is light." If you dwell in the Light, you rust have
a certein understanding of the power of that light in your 1life.

Thaet is true, and we live in an elastic ether. It is here
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just like rubber bands strung from your mind out into this

"Universal Ether, and just to the extent thet ¥you realize that do

you increase these bands; but if vyou are in a state of darkness
anc sin; that is, 1f you sre away frow the lignt, vou slow down
&nd your rubber bands become bands of steel &nd you ere imprisoned

in metter, and you do it &1l through your ming.

How can you get free? By realizing or proclalming the power of
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the Vord Tirst. Ve find by experience that it is goqd for us to
memorize certain Spirituai‘WOrds.We get out of the Eible wonderful
statements--"God is the health of his people." That is & good
statementthat we hold. Jesus Christ gave us many vonderful affirm-
ations, like: "I ar the son of the living God." "He that heth
seen me hath seen.the Father." VYie are told to spply those words

to ourselves, and as we apply those words, &ll at once we break
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that shell of sin, or this shell that nas imprisoned us in & 1imited
.consciousness of ourselves.
Now, John, in the lesson this morning, pleys back and forth.
First, he says we are sinless, and egaein he scys that we must
' [
eaclmowledge our sin. Vhere 1s the dividing line? ''e must be one

or the other. Ve are. We are, through Christ, ebsolutely sginless;

thet 1s, in this Divine Uind we have no sin whatever in the sipght
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of God. God dees not see you &s a sinner and you are not under
condermation of this One Perfect Y¥ind. Y'e condemn curselves. e
see th&t we heve fallen shiort of the high stendard of God. e
begin to realize that thet makes us sinners; and some people, when
tney realize it, begin to step up and say, "I am going to ask

- forgiveness. I am going to forget my own thoughts of myselfl as =

T

sinner," and they begin to go up. Byt if you say, Miell, sin is
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universsl. =Zverybody sins, and let us ect, drink and be merrv.

[l

P

There is no future; let us all have a good time," that is goin
& g £

-
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down in sin. That meles your undervorld, and you can make the
upper werld by taking the opposite. You can be lifted right out
of thet sinless condition, and we are here dealing with trnis sinless

proposition, &nd we nust understand the power of the Vord. Ve rmust

understand thet with every thought that ve taink a vibration goes



out, gn energy. As I say, our men of science are beginning to
experiment with these things.

I read not long ago -of & men vislting a zgological garcen vith
& phonographlc recording instrument. He wanted to test tﬁe monkeys.
He stirred ther up into anger ané thevy cheattered and Touzht wiﬁh cné
enother, and he had hls men meke a phonographic record corf that.

Then, enother day, he went in &nd the monkeys were all peaceful.
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He cian't interfere with them st 2ll, but he turned loose his
record, and the monkeys began at once to fight and chatter and

went througn exactly the same sitate of mind thut he had stirred
them into vihen he made the record. That did tuat prove? Viny, that
thee e monkeys, representing the nerves, I right =gy, of man--ond ve

eére told that &t the end of everry nerve it is like a sensiiive

phonograph record, it is receiving or giving off these energies--znd
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those_monkeys, just like nervous people, toock on the condition of
the vibpration thet hed been set up by their own fight.

So, we find thet we'act and react constently to this universal
Ether. Iiow, the vibrationsof that ether stcpped when the phonograph
stopped. Eut 4id the record brealz? No; but tine man thet mede that.

‘pecord cculd have broken it. Vhat did Jesus say? "Men hath power

on earth to forpive sins." So we do not have to keep incorporated
26
into cur conscicusness, into our nerve ceunters, &ll inhe discords

and inharmonles thsi have been engendered there. Vie can bresak phem
through, reallizing that there is a higher Power; but so long &s we
keep in the vortex ol sin, tize vortex of discerd, of our angser, i.e.,
our vielent thougnts, our selfisin theughts, owr ustful thcoughts, as

long as we keep in thew and don't realize anvthing higher, we are

just in a vortex of sin, wiich is desth. Thése cross currents, all
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these violent discords that the nwren Tarily nave Incerporeated
through their error thinking into their minds and their bodies,
procuce cdeath. And it will continue to produce death of the organism
until men 1is lifted up out of it through scme superpover.

hat is the superpower? Vny, Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ
understood the Superlaw. He knew thet this kingdom of the heavens

had within it not only 1life, but love, anéd it had pesce, it had
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poier, of the Master. And whnt dld He say? "To him that overcometh
will T give to sit with me in my throne." There is something that
ve rust overcome. e 1must use our Superitind, vie must use our
faculties-~-these povers of the mindé--in righteous ways; but we can't
use it in our own povier. WYe have become so enmeshed in the thought
vitrations, in the sinuous serpent sensstion, that it--we are told

symbolically that Eve thought that this serpent wés & source of
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wisdom, and it was pleasant to the eye. Ve think thet there is
grest pleasure in sensation. Sc therg is. Sensation is one of
the pleagantest things thét we have in 1ife. Do you know her to
use it? If you deal 1n sensation and give yoursell up to it,

there 1s an end. 7You must, like every wise man, Ymow how to use

these nowers, te be an overcomer with Jesus Christ. Incornxate

into your mind that "Christ is here as the guiding Lisht. Christ

a0 -

is potential in me, ard Jdesus Christ demonstrated the overcoming
povier of this Vord. T can escape these concitions, I can come
out of the Gentile worlc. I don't have to be worldly and give
myself up to this froth and foar of life. I can get right dovn
intc the deep currents of spiritusl 1life through Jesus Christ,

and that is wvhat I ar going te do." Anybody that secs the proposition

mentally rust, of rnecessity, come to the conclusicn thst Jdesus Christ
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did a great work and that His spirit is here with us, znd Lis word
i; here; and every vord counts.

& conversation of this kind took place nct very far from here,
I am told. 1In a nelghborhood & littlie perty was being given by
sore chlldren, and the mother was unable to be with ther because

she had & severe headache: &nd during the little perty she was in

an adjeining room with her headache. The children, of course, made
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e gooC deel of noise, &nc she sent werd in thei the children rust
breal ur the party and go home, she couldn't stend it anvy longer.
She was getting hysterically nervous. And one little girl was &
Unity girl, four yeers old. £4nd sne sald, "I Will po and trect
her. I know how to treat," and she went into the roor and stood
by the bed and repected The Prayer of Faith:

"God is my help in every need/

Goa does my every hunger feed;
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God walks beside me, pguldes my woy

Threugh every moment of the cay."

She went through that:

and they did,

she tocld some

one talked to

guired, "vhet

my headache?"

"God is my health, I can't be siclk;
God is my strengtlh, unfailing, @ ick;

Gocd 1s my &ll, I knovw no Tesar,

Qince God snd Love &snd Truth ere here."

[}
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cnd she szid: "How, we can go azhead v

o
=

énd they didn't hear any more from the ledy. But
cne afterwerds thot sne fell asleep after thzit little
her end gave her that Prayer of Feith, and ehe in-
do you suppose she did, that put mwe to sleep with

That was the pover of the Viord. Every little cnild

the Unity Sunday School learns that Frayer of Faith



end they use it. Frances uses that for e table blessing, &nd they
use 1t tc heal therselves. Just vse reel words, simnle words.
_"Even a little child shell lead them," Jesus said. That is true,
end it would idwprove every one of us if ve would becone more chila-
like and not sc scientific. We want to ﬁnow & whole lot of ressons
Wi this is so. It is so becausé we -have not hit the bull's eye

of Spirit; we heve not seen t-is spiritual Nan; we heve not dwelt

2
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in the light es we go. It 1s neceszserv thit we wicover our short-
cemings, that we adrit te the Christ that we have fallen short, but
we are willing to let go of 21l of our sins, 211 of our shortcomings.
Theire is no condemnatién now, to the: that cre in Christ Jesus.
Don't see voursclf & great sinner,.but mininize the sin. It is not

pec cut; il could nct De

[

true. If 1t were true, it coculd net be v

Torpgiven, if =in vere real.
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1e likre sickness. Tt is the cause of siclne:
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Gissipcted b oan nndersteanding of the Truth of & : thaet

cod and thet thet Good 1s here elveys, waiting for us to

ecknovledge it and ley hold of it and riske it real  In our thought;
! . - =My

. + - 7 - 3
thet all the O&PLHBSS, all the neg&tlveness, ol sinners, ell sin
E)

will disenpesr, znd vl i &
» s &NG you will {ind that vou are in Truth, vhat Gog

in-‘i A 3 —_—etTt Y- - 1 . . '
Hged you--iile likeness, His perfection. Jesus said: "Be ve

perfect,

even as your rather in heaven is perfect."
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