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In Unity, we have this second principle, which is that the spark of Divinity within resides in us, that we 
have a spark of divinity within, that we are divine in some nature. And is scares a lot of people. A lot of
newcomers here don't understand. What is that? What are we talking about? And even those of us who 
have been in Unity a long time, we're somewhat comforted in that it's only a spark. It doesn't have to be
a full fire, right? It is scary. It's a great responsibility. But when we look at people like Marin Luther 
King, we get a taste of what can be accomplished, one human life. 
 
And in the midst of a most troublesome time in our country's history, those of us who are over 50 years
old, or 60 years old, remember struggle. It was hopeless. It was a very difficult time. And here this man
rose up, a prophet among us. And somehow, he was able to know when to push and when to let off. He 
was able to know exactly what needed, or seemingly able to know, what needed to be said, how to 
negotiate power, how to negotiate the human heart, how to speak to human beings, how to speak to 
Americans, that were lost, Americans that had conflicted beliefs, Americans that had grown up in 
traditions, that no longer were valid. 
 
Everyone knew they were not valid, but no one knew how to change. And here this man was able to do 
that. And we recognize him tomorrow. And would you like to know? Now maybe there's a secret. 
Maybe he had something, a spiritual quality. Maybe there was something in his psyche, in his spiritual 
process, that enabled him to be his greatness. And we don't have a whole lot of clues, but we do have 
his "I had a dream" speech, and in his "I had a dream" speech, there are two references to scripture. 
One's a very short one and aimless. Another one is, perhaps, the greatest prophecy in recorded history. 
 
And if Dr. King's speech is recognized, his "I have a dream" speech, is recognized as the greatest 
speech of the 20th century, the prophecy that he quoted in his speech is perhaps the greatest speech that
was ever given, at least in the Western world. And he quoted in his speech, and there's a little thing that
was in your bulletin, a little clip out of that quotation. And I encourage you to pull it out, put it in your 
wallet when you leave here, pull it in your purse. It begins, "A voice cries out in the wilderness. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. Make straight in the desert a highway to our God. Every valley shall be 
lifted up. Every mountain and hill shall be made low. The uneven ground shall be level. The rough 
places shall become a plain. And the Glory of the Lord will be revealed. And all people, all flesh, will 
see it together, to the mouth of the Lord has spoken." 
 
It may be that these were the words that allowed Dr. King to achieve his greatness and thereby, to do 
what he did to make us a better people. And it may be that these words of Scripture, if taken into our 
own hearts, if read tonight, and tomorrow, and each day this week, will transform us in the way we 
were transformed, or begun to be transformed 50 years ago. Maybe these words will empower us. 
Maybe these words will open and unlock spiritual strengths that we did not know we had. Maybe God 
will work in our lives, in ways that we do not understand, if we take these words into our hearts. Yes. 
 
Greatest speech of the Western world, Isaiah Chapter 40, verses three to five. It begins, "A voice cries 
out." Do we hear the voice that cries out? It's an intuitive voice. It's a still small voice. It's not an 
audible voice. It's not a voice of power. It's a voice of presence. It's a voice that comes to us in 
quietness. You see, the key, at least in Unity, is that our minds, and God mind, are one. Our minds are 
not private. We go around thinking that what we think is our own private matter, that if we harbor a 
grudge, or a gripe, no one will know. But the testimony of, at least, America, is that what we think 



drives our nature. Our minds are open. Our minds are transparent, at least to God. 
 
And what we harbor in our mind, the words that we harbor there, the words that we tell ourselves time 
and again will be expressed outwardly. My mind and the mind of God are one. Our minds are open, 
and our work, our spiritual work begins by allowing the mind, our mind, to be nourished, to be 
cleansed, to be healed, my God mind. Yes, it is important to work for social justice. Yes, it is important
to be charitable. But none of those hold a candle to the inner work of our consciousness. It is the inner 
work of our consciousness, these words of the prophet Isaiah, working in our mind. A voice cries out. 
We listen to that voice. That is the beginning of our spiritual unfolding. 
 
And that was what Dr. King did. He listened to the voice. And when he heard Mahalia Jackson tell 
him, "Talk about the dream, Martin," he put down his own personal remarks, and he talked about the 
dream, that had been given to him in his mind by God. And when he did that, he gave the best speech 
of the 20th century. That is the key. That is how it works. In the wilderness, prepare the way of the 
Lord. The wilderness is filled with uncivilized thoughts, undisciplined thoughts. It is our mind that runs
wild. It is our imagination, that has no end, that can see every grudge, every potential liability, 
everything that can go wrong. 
 
The wilderness is a jungle. The wilderness is a place where our mind wrecks havoc. And in that 
wilderness, we must prepare the way of the Lord. And we prepare the way of the Lord in stillness, in 
quietness. We tame the jungle. We allow ourselves to allow the jungle of thoughts to be let go, because 
Dr. King saw in the midst of a jungle the possibility of a perfect and elegant solution. Make straight in 
the desert, a highway for our God. Now the desert is the opposite of the jungle. The jungle is filled with
fertile thoughts, with wild imaginations, of everything that can go wrong, but the desert is the place 
where there's deadness, where I no longer feel, where I no longer see any possibility, where I no longer 
care. 
 
And many people, and all of us at times, arrive at the desert, and we are told in the words of Isaiah, to 
build a highway for our God. And when we build a highway for our God, what happens is God begins 
to nourish us. God begins to come into our life, with life and with substance, to find unity terms. We 
begin to come alive, but we can only become alive when we build that highway to allow God to come 
into our lives. Make straight in the desert a highway to our God. And there's no doubt in my mind, that 
in the worst moments of the Civil Rights Movement, Dr. King, in moments when he wanted to give up,
when he saw no life, no opportunity, no possibility, he built a highway to God, and he allowed God to 
come into his life and to fulfill him with life and substance and with hope. 
 
Every valley shall be lifted up. And we have all had the valleys in our lives, when we feel inferior, 
when we feel insignificant, the valleys in our lives, when we feel to be a nobody. It's based on fear, and
the solution is to allow love to cast out fear. And if we picture ourselves, as Dr. King 50 years ago, in 
the face of great power, the valley was there, the valley of the shadow of death, the valley of walking, 
of marching, with little hope of being protected. But he knew the words of Scripture. Every valley shall
be lifted up. And he did that, and he listened. And he responded to the call. And it gave him the 
strength to go forward and to share his vision with all of us. 
 
As Isaiah who wrote this particular passage, 500 years before the time of Jesus, is still blessing us his 
great Spiritual truths. And every mountain and hill shall be made low, shall be brought down. And the 
mountains and the hills are the arrogants of life, the feeling that we are better than others, the 
discrimination that we make towards others. And that needs to come down. That needs to be brought 
low. And that was the message of Isaiah, the prophet. You see, in God's kingdom, we are all equal. All 



people have dignity in God's kingdom. No one is up on the mountaintop above others in God's 
kingdom. There is neither June nor Greek. There is neither male nor female. There is neither slave nor 
free. There is neither gay nor straight. There is neither physically challenged nor physically whole. 
There is neither young nor old. 
 
In God's kingdom, we are all one. No one resides on the big mountaintop city on the hill. We are all 
brought low. We are all brought together. That was the message of Dr. King. That was the message that
came to Dr. King from the prophet Isaiah, through these three verses in Hebrew Scripture. And the 
uneven ground shall be made level. And the big problem in life is when we go to place our foot on our 
next endeavor, when we go to walk, we never know whether our foot is going to find uneven ground. 
Are we going to find sure footing. How do we know? How did Dr. King know that when he led a 
march, it was going to be successful? How did he know that even though everyone was going to get 
beat up, in the end, they would prevail? 
 
It was uneven ground, and he found sure footing, because in Spirit, in the words of Scripture, the 
uneven ground is made level. He found sure footing. And the rough places will become a plane. And 
we all have rough places, through the dings and dents of life, the mistakes that we've made. We are 
filled with all sorts of bruises, fears, hard knocks in life, that we carry around. And message of Isaiah is
that the rough places in our lives will become a plane. They will become smoothed out. No matter 
where we were 50 years ago, no matter where we were this morning, it really doesn't matter. What 
matters is where we are in this now moment. And in this now moment, God has the capacity to smooth 
out our rough edges. God has the capacity to transform us from wherever we are to exactly
 where we need to be. 
 
And we are called by the prophet to be aware of that. We typically do that through denials. Denials and 
affirmations are the way that we whittle away at our rough edges day in and day out. And then, and 
only then, is the Glory of the Lord released into our life. Then we begin to see the Glory of the Lord in 
our life. Only when the rough edges are worked out, only when the uneven ground is set level, only 
when our mountaintop arrogance is brought low, only when our inferior beliefs are risen up and 
supported, and we are loved, only when we have made straight in the desert of our life, a channel of 
God that fills us with light and substance, only when in the wilderness of our uncivilized thoughts, do 
we find silence, and peace, and wholeness. 
 
Then our Glory comes forward. And we must hold the scripture in our heart. We must hold it in our 
consciousness, because when we do that, God will transform our lives. You see, when God is present, 
when we call forth the presence of God ... God is always present. But when we call forth our awareness
of presence, transformation occurs. It is simple as that. There are no guarantees. There is no apparent 
footing. But it happens. It is the testimony of the human race, that when we call upon the presence of 
God, miraculous things happen. And this Scripture reference reminds us of that in affirmative ways. 
And when we do that, all flesh, all people, will see our Glory together. And when we say our flesh, 
we're not just talking about me. We're talking about ourselves as a community, a church community, us
as a country, us as a human race. 
 
And most importantly, we see it in our body. We see it in the physical world. The King James 
translation is all flesh shall see the Glory of the Lord. In other words, it's not just in consciousness, but 
it's actually manifested in our fleshy physical lives, in our culture, in our laws, in our interactions with 
one another. That is the power of the presence of God. That is the power of what happens when God 
gets personal in our life. And so I ask you today, when God speaks, when God cries out, will you hear? 
In the wilderness of your life, will you allow quietness and calmness to reign? Will you allow your 



undisciplined thoughts to lie down and to be healed? In the desert of your life, will you open a channel 
to the highway of God and allow God to pour into you life, and spirit, and substance? 
 
Will you allow the valleys of your inferiority complex to let go? Will you allow yourself to know that 
you are not a servant of God. You are a child of God, and that you have a right to be here. You have a 
right to be treated justly and equitably. You have a right to be treated as a human being. And so I ask 
you this day, will you allow your mountain and hills of arrogance to be transformed? Will you put them
aside? Will you recognize that all of us today, in this room, in this city, in this country are one? We all 
have dignity. There is no pecking order in the kingdom of God. And when you walk out of here, and 
you go into work tomorrow, and you're looking for a sure footing to place your efforts, will you know 
that all uneven ground will be made level, if you call into mind the presence of God, and to know that 
even though there's no guarantee, there's a greater guarantee, the same guarantee that the prophet Isaiah
had, the same guarantee that Dr. King had. 
 
And we are called to put our foot into that uneven ground, knowing that we will be supported by a 
loving God. And will you allow yourself to feel an openness of God? And will you allow the Glory of 
God to flow through you? Will you allow yourself to be glorious? And will you enter into the ministry 
of this church, in your own unique way, however life and God has called you, whatever your particular 
circumstances are, whatever your particular resources are, that no one else has, will you allow them to 
be part of the ministry of this church? Will you allow yourself to be glorious? Because if you do, all of 
South Austin, all people, all flesh will look upon you, will look upon your life, your ministry, the life of
this church, and the ministry of this church and see in there the Glory of the Lord. So be it. Amen. 
 


