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The Fillmore Bible Society
The Fillmore Bible Society are collaborators who comb through dozens of metaphysical
books written by Charles Fillmore and his students as well as over 70 years of Fillmore
articles and sermons for metaphysical insights into the Bible. They edit and submit these
insights as short annotations which are then applied to the text of the text of the World
English Bible, a contemporary-language update of the American Standard Version of the
Bible, both online and in print.

This collaboration project is managed by TruthUnity Ministries, which is the publisher of
The Fillmore Study Bible. In time the Fillmore Bible Society will become free-standing with
its own board, Editorial staff and peer-review committee.

Members of the Fillmore Bible Society include:

Rev. Dan Beckett. Mark, Colossians.

Rev. Lisa Herklotz and Rev Jim Ernstsen.
Revelation to John.

Rev. Mark Hicks. General Editor. John,
Acts, Romans, Corinthians 1.

Eddie Rodriguez. Obadiah, Jonah.

Mary Salama. Matthew, Corinthians 2,
Thessalonians 1 & 2, Timothy 1 & 2,
Titus, Peter 1 & 2, Jude.

Thomas Scheinler. Acts, Galatians.

Susan St John. Hebrews.

Rev. Michelle Vargas. Luke.

The Fillmore Study Bible
The Fillmore Study Bible provides the reader with an introduction to metaphysical Bible
interpretation by offering annotations and commentary from the works of Charles Fillmore
and his students. Many Bible students learn their theology by reading the annotations
and commentary of study Bibles. Study Bibles have a theological point of view, typically
Catholic, Evangelical or Mainline Protestant. The Fillmore Study Bible makes this method
of study available to the Metaphysical Christian.

Metaphysical Christianity is an authentic and distinct expression of the historic Christian
faith that acknowledges and embraces the influence of Platonic and Stoic Greek philosophy
in the early development of Christian theology. Much of this influence has been suppressed
in orthodox Bible commentaries because metaphysical interpretation relies on an inner
knowingness as authority for spiritual matters. The annotations included here embrace
inner knowingness as authority.

This study bible uses the World English Bible translation, which is a contemporary-language
update of the bible used by Charles Fillmore, the American Standard Version. The language
of the WEB is not American nor British, but contemporary, world English, making the
text pleasant to read for the broadest possible audience of global English speakers.
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The WEB differs from several contemporary-language translations by not adopting gender
neutral language but it has provided footnotes when gender neutral language would be
appropriate.

We believe that our present day culture of information, science and technology is ready to
restore to it's spiritual teachings the perspectives of original thinkers who gave us not only
mathematics, ethics, democracy and medicine, but also deep insights into the inner world
of soul and Divine mind—the Greek metaphysicians. We also believe that contemporary
Christianity needs a contemporary, global interpretation applied to a contemporary, global
biblical text. The Fillmore Study Bible is our offering for addressing these spiritual needs.
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PAUL’S SECOND LETTER TO THE
THESSALONIANS

Overlooking modern Thessaloniki seafront from Old Town. Wikipedia Commons. Public
Domain.

INTRODUCTION TO SECOND THESSALONIANS

Overview of Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians

As already mentioned in the Introduction to Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians, this
letter of assurance was carried to the Thessalonians by Timothy. But soon Timothy returned
to Paul with a newly-arisen problem. Some of the Thessalonian converts had become so
enamored with the promise of this Second Coming that they were neglecting the ordinary
duties of life, and idly awaiting the Messianic return. Paul immediately dispatched a second
letter (Second Thessalonians), couched in stern terms, telling the converts that there must
first be a “falling away,” and that the Lord would not appear until the appointed time.
Meanwhile, the apostle commands that there shall be no idleness or wasting of time among
the converts, for “if any one will not work, let him not eat” (II Thess. 3:10).

Introduction to Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians by Herbert J. Hunt, former
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Dean of Bible Studies for the Unity School of Christianity.

Paul had heard that the church at Thessalonica was getting sidetracked with inaccurate
reports about the Day of the Lord, and so he writes this letter in order to comfort them,
to correct the false reports, and to deal with the issue of idleness arising amidst some of
them and was causing problems.

Metaphysically, in a world that is constantly feeding us a stream of negative reports and
beliefs, our minds can get sidetracked and lose sight of the Truth of God’s Presence and
power, and the Truth of who we are. This loss of focus is disturbing to our souls (our minds,
our wills, our emotions) and is in need of correction, especially to return our attention back
into focus and protect us from the problems (ex. fear, doubt, confusion, etc.) that usually
result from idle thinking.

3 Key Themes in 2nd Thessalonians

1. Encouragement to continue maturing: We are to daily, continually, encourage
ourselves to continue in our journey of transmutation and onward evolution.

2. Correct error thoughts: The sooner we catch error thoughts at their onset and
bring ourselves back to focus, with a Word of Truth, the better off we are.

3. Accountability: Lest we fall into spiritual idleness, let us effort to maintain a state
of watchfulness over our thoughts and feelings. Remaining and returning ourselves
to the Word of God and the awareness of the Presence of God is a safekeeping for
us along our journey of spiritual transmutation.

Introduction to Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians by Rev. Mark Hicks.

SECOND THESSALONIANS 1

A Billowy Church, Tossed by the Waves 1

1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 2 to the
assembly of the Thessalonians 3 in God our
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ: 1:2 Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. See 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2
2. Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy. Paul represents
the will, which is an important factor in expressing
the Christ actively in the life. Understanding (rep-
resented by Silvanus) and zeal or the inspired rea-

son united with faith (Timothy) must cooperate
with the will, if man would express the Christ fully.
3. Thessalonians. Thessalonica's ancient name was
Thermæ, because of the many hot springs that
were there), a city of Macedonia (the enthusiasm
and energy of Spirit that set the whole of our being
aflame), from which Paul (our Spirit-led will) is dri-
ven away by our lack of discernment of Spirit/Truth
(persecution by the Jews). Thessalonica in us is that
phase of our unfoldment that lacks sufficient think-
ing balance to give tolerance and wisdom [to Spir-
it’s leading or to that which arises in our lives] (bil-
lowy, tossed by the waves).(MBD/Thessalonica)

Where Faith Grows
1:3 We are bound to always give thanks

to God for you, brothers,[1] even as it is
appropriate, because your faith grows

exceedingly, and the love of each and every
one of you towards one another abounds;
1:4 so that we ourselves boast about you in

Second Thessalonians 1
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the assemblies 1 of God for your patience
and faith in all your persecutions and in the
afflictions which you endure.

1. Assembly or “church.” The true church is an ag-
gregation of spiritual ideas in individual conscious-

ness. To establish a new aggregation of spiritual
ideas of God within us, a new state of consciousness
must first be formed. (MBD/church), thus, every
“inner church” begins as a mental perception and
by degrees establishes itself in the whole conscious-
ness.

What is Righteous Judgement?
1:5 This is an obvious sign of the righteous

judgment 1 of God, to the end that you may
be counted worthy of the Kingdom of God,
for which you also suffer. 1:6 Since it is a
righteous thing with God to repay affliction
to those who afflict you, 1:7 and to give relief
to you who are afflicted with us, when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels in flaming fire, 1:8 giving
vengeance to those who don't know God,
and to those who don't obey the Good News
of our Lord Jesus, 1:9 who will pay the
penalty: eternal destruction from the face
of the Lord and from the glory of his might,
1:10 when he comes to be glorified in his
saints, and to be admired among all those
who have believed (because our testimony
to you was believed) in that day.

1:11 To this end we also pray always for
you, that our God may count you worthy
of your calling, and fulfill every desire of
goodness and work of faith, with power; 1:12

that the name of our Lord Jesus[2] may be
glorified in you, and you in him, according
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

1. Righteous judgment of God. The word “judg-
ment” (krisis) is not the same as the word “condem-
nation” (kata-krisis), neither does “to judge” (kri-
no) always mean “to damn” (kata-krino). A judge
may pronounce a thing good and may give his word
in favor of the one brought before him. This dis-
tinction between judgment and condemnation has
not always been regarded by the translators of
the Bible; often they have used “condemnation”
and “damnation” where the true word is “judg-
ment.” See John 5:29, 2 Thessalonians 2:12, where
“damnation” should be “judgment”; and John 5:24,
also 3:17-19, where “condemnation” should be
“judgment.” Not only are we not to condemn—to
pronounce evil against any one or any thing, and
to mete out punishment but also we are not to sit
in judgment, neither to declare for nor against. In
other words, we are to cease eating of that forbid-
den tree which causes us to see double, the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. We are to know
only that Good which has no opposite. We stop our
ears from hearing of evil, and shut our eyes from
seeing it (Is. 33:15). We judge not after the sight
of mortal eyes, neither reprove after the hearing
of the ears (Is 11:3). We judge not according to
appearances, but judge righteous judgment, which
is to see all things with those pure eyes that be-
hold only God. There is no judgment in the King-
dom of Heaven. The Father judgeth no man, but
hath committed all judgment unto the Son, who
says of himself, “I judge no man.” “I came not to
judge the world, but to save the world.” (Annie
Rix Militz: The Sermon on the Mound—an Interpre-
tation, p.94-96)

Fillmore Study Bible annotations compiled by Mary Salama.

World English Bible Footnotes:

[1] v1:3. The word for "brothers" here and where context allows may also be correctly
translated "brothers and sisters" or "siblings."

[2] v1:12. TR adds "Christ"

Second Thessalonians 1
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SECOND THESSALONIANS 2

Lawlessness: a Disorderly State of Consciousness
2:1 Now, brothers, concerning the coming

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 and our gathering
together to him, we ask you 2:2 not to be
quickly shaken in your mind, nor yet be
troubled, either by spirit, or by word, or
by letter as from us, saying that the day of
Christ had come. 2:3 Let no one deceive you
in any way. For it will not be, unless the
departure comes first, and the man of sin is
revealed, the son of destruction, 2:4 he who
opposes and exalts himself against all that
is called God or that is worshiped; so that
he sits as God in the temple of God, setting
himself up as God. 2:5 Don't you remember
that, when I was still with you, I told you
these things? 2:6 Now you know what is
restraining him, to the end that he may be
revealed in his own season. 2:7 For the
mystery of lawlessness already works. Only
there is one who restrains now, until he is
taken out of the way. 2:8 Then the lawless
one 2 will be revealed, whom the Lord will
kill with the breath of his mouth, and
destroy by the manifestation of his coming;
2:9 even he whose coming is according to the
working of Satan with all power and signs
and lying wonders, 2:10 and with all deception
of wickedness for those who are being lost,
because they didn't receive the love of the
truth, that they might be saved. 2:11 Because
of this, God sends them a working of error, 3

that they should believe a lie; 2:12 that they
all might be judged who didn't believe the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

1. Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and our gathering together to him. Paul was
unprepared for the effect that his words regard-
ing the Second Coming would have upon the Thes-
salonians. Some in the church were discouraged.
They interpreted his words as meaning that Jesus
Christ would come again in the near future, and
they doubted whether they could possibly devel-
op in themselves the spiritual qualities that would
make them worthy to receive Him. Others gave
up their ordinary pursuits and depended upon the
more stable members of the Christian group for
their livelihood, placidly awaiting the return of the
Lord who would carry them into heaven. Paul as-
sures them that the Second Coming is not to be ex-
pected immediately. His explanation is somewhat
obscure, implying that what he calls "restraining"
power (evil) must run its course before the great
event would take place. To the conscientious and
loyal believers, Paul says that they need only stand
firm and continue in well-doing. To those who were
shrinking their responsibilities, he reminds them
that he, Silas, and Timothy had worked to earn a
living so as not to be a burden on anyone, and they
should do likewise. "For even when we were with
you, we gave you this command: If anyone will not
work, let him not eat" (II Thess. 3:10). (Be Ye Trans-
formed 88-89).
2. The lawless one. The adversarial consciousness
in mind. (MBD/Belial).
3. God sends them a working of error. “Error”
are thoughts, with their corresponding words and
acts, that are not in harmony with Divine Mind. Er-
ror thoughts have no foundation in absolute Truth.
They originate in the intellect. Such thoughts are
eliminated by one's denying their reality and pow-
er, and affirming the Truth of Being; then their out-
er expressions and manifestations disappear also.
(MBD/error).

Salvation and Sanctification
2:13 But we are bound to always give

thanks to God for you, brothers loved by
the Lord, because God chose you from the
beginning for salvation 1 through
sanctification 2 of the Spirit and belief in the
truth; 2:14 to which he called you through our
Good News, for the obtaining of the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2:15 So then, brothers,
stand firm, and hold the traditions which
you were taught by us, whether by word, or
by letter.

2:16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself,
and God our Father, who loved us and gave
us eternal comfort and good hope through
grace, 2:17 comfort your hearts and establish
you in every good work and word.

1. Salvation. Salvation is the process or state of
our regaining conscious possession of our God-given
attributes. (RW/salvation).
2. Sanctification. Sanctification is the putting on

Second Thessalonians 2
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of the nature of God and rising to the plane of do-
minion that gives man peace and satisfaction (RW/

sanctification). "This is the will of God, even your
sanctification" (I Thess. 4:3).

Fillmore Study Bible annotations compiled by Mary Salama.

SECOND THESSALONIANS 3

Request for Prayer
3:1 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the

word of the Lord may spread rapidly and
be glorified, 1 even as also with you; 3:2 and
that we may be delivered from unreasonable
and evil men; for not all have faith. 3:3 But
the Lord is faithful, who will establish you,
and guard you from the evil one. 3:4 We
have confidence in the Lord concerning you,
that you both do and will do the things we
command. 3:5 May the Lord direct your hearts
into the love of God, and into the patience

of Christ.

1. That the word of the Lord may spread rapidly
and be glorified. “The Lord” is referred to as “Je-
hovah” (YHWH) in the Old Testament and as
“Christ” in the New Testament; both represent our
spiritual being. When we enter into “our lordship,”
we rule. We rule over ourselves, our thoughts, our
body, our environment, and over all the creatures
and creations of the earth. (MBD/Lord).

Warning against Inner Idleness
3:6 Now we command you, brothers, in

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
withdraw yourselves from every brother who
walks in rebellion, and not after the
tradition which they received from us. 3:7

For you know how you ought to imitate us.
For we didn't behave ourselves rebelliously
among you, 3:8 neither did we eat bread from
anyone's hand without paying for it, but in
labor and travail worked night and day, 1

that we might not burden any of you; 3:9

not because we don't have the right, but to
make ourselves an example to you, 2 that
you should imitate us. 3:10 For even when we
were with you, we commanded you this: "If
anyone will not work, neither let him eat." 3

3:11 For we hear of some who walk among
you in rebellion, who don't work at all, but
are busybodies. 4 3:12 Now those who are that
way, we command and exhort in the Lord
Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work,
and eat their own bread.

3:13 But you, brothers, don't be weary in
doing well. 3:14 If any man doesn't obey our

word in this letter, note that man, that you
have no company with him, to the end that
he may be ashamed. 3:15 Don't count him as
an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

1. But in labor and travail worked night and day.
In consciousness, to “work” is to erase persistent
forms of negative manifestations [and lackful in-
terpretations] through the increased use of denials
and affirmations as often necessary. (RW/work).
This is our inner, continual work in our journey of
transfiguration.
2. To make ourselves an example to you. The love
of Christ gives us a sense of responsibility toward
others. We realize that we are to owe no one any-
thing but to love one another, and love leads us to
help others by an example of service. The nature of
love is to serve.
3. If anyone will not work, neither let him eat.
The true object of all work is to express the powers
of one's being and to benefit mankind. (RW/work).
This command comes from within, from our regen-
erated, Spirit-led will (Paul) and it is in accordance
with Divine Law; it is a new rendering of the decree
“By the sweat of your face will you eat bread” (Gen
3:19). Our sense-mind considers work to be a curse,
but in Truth, work is actually a blessing in disguise.

Second Thessalonians 3
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4. Some who walk among you in rebellion, who
don't work at all, but are busybodies. To busy one-
self telling others what is their duty or trying to
influence their course of action is to be “in re-

bellion” or a “busybody”; concerning oneself with
what does not concern us. We give best when we
give service and withhold unasked advice on the
service of others.

Final Greetings and Benediction
3:16 Now may the Lord of peace himself

give you peace at all times in all ways. The
Lord be with you all.

3:17 The greeting of me, Paul, with my
own hand, which is the sign in every letter: 1

this is how I write. 3:18 The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

1. Which is the sign in every letter. [A possible al-
lusion to an esoteric sign or message.]

Fillmore Study Bible annotations compiled by Mary Salama.

Second Thessalonians 3

8 Fillmore Study Bible



APPENDICES

Second Thessalonians 3

Fillmore Study Bible 9




	
	
	
	The Fillmore Bible Society
	The Fillmore Study Bible

	Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians
	Introduction to Second Thessalonians
	Overview of Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians
	3 Key Themes in 2nd Thessalonians

	Second Thessalonians 1
	Second Thessalonians 2
	Second Thessalonians 3

	Appendices

