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The Fillmore Bible Society
The Fillmore Bible Society are collaborators who comb through dozens of metaphysical
books written by Charles Fillmore and his students as well as over 70 years of Fillmore
articles and sermons for metaphysical insights into the Bible. They edit and submit these
insights as short annotations which are then applied to the text of the text of the World
English Bible, a contemporary-language update of the American Standard Version of the
Bible, both online and in print.

This collaboration project is managed by TruthUnity Ministries, which is the publisher of
The Fillmore Study Bible. In time the Fillmore Bible Society will become free-standing with
its own board, Editorial staff and peer-review committee.

Members of the Fillmore Bible Society include:

Rev. Dan Beckett. Mark, Colossians.

Rev. Lisa Herklotz and Rev Jim Ernstsen.
Revelation to John.

Rev. Mark Hicks. General Editor. John,
Acts, Romans, Corinthians 1.

Mary Salama. Matthew, Corinthians 2,
Thessalonians 1 & 2, Timothy 1 & 2,
Titus, Peter 1 & 2, Jude.

Thomas Scheinler. Acts, Galatians.

Susan St John. Hebrews.

Rev. Michelle Vargas. Luke.
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The Fillmore Study Bible
The Fillmore Study Bible provides the reader with an introduction to metaphysical Bible
interpretation by offering annotations and commentary from the works of Charles Fillmore
and his students. Many Bible students learn their theology by reading the annotations
and commentary of study Bibles. Study Bibles have a theological point of view, typically
Catholic, Evangelical or Mainline Protestant. The Fillmore Study Bible makes this method
of study available to the Metaphysical Christian.

Metaphysical Christianity is an authentic and distinct expression of the historic Christian
faith that acknowledges and embraces the influence of Platonic and Stoic Greek philosophy
in the early development of Christian theology. Much of this influence has been suppressed
in orthodox Bible commentaries because metaphysical interpretation relies on an inner
knowingness as authority for spiritual matters. The annotations included here embrace
inner knowingness as authority.

This study bible uses the World English Bible translation, which is a contemporary-language
update of the bible used by Charles Fillmore, the American Standard Version. The language
of the WEB is not American nor British, but contemporary, world English, making the
text pleasant to read for the broadest possible audience of global English speakers.
The WEB differs from several contemporary-language translations by not adopting gender
neutral language but it has provided footnotes when gender neutral language would be
appropriate.

We believe that our present day culture of information, science and technology is ready to
restore to it's spiritual teachings the perspectives of original thinkers who gave us not only
mathematics, ethics, democracy and medicine, but also deep insights into the inner world
of soul and Divine mind—the Greek metaphysicians. We also believe that contemporary
Christianity needs a contemporary, global interpretation applied to a contemporary, global
biblical text. The Fillmore Study Bible is our offering for addressing these spiritual needs.

2 Fillmore Study Bible



EXODUS

Saint Catherine's monastery, with Willow Peak (traditionally considered Mount Sinai /
Horeb) in the background Public Domain.

INTRODUCTION TO EXODUS

Exodus 1-19 (56-67)

<< Jacob (Genesis) (44-55) • (LTBL Index) • Exodus 20-40 (68-74) >>

In our spiritual progress we may pass through many experiences from the time faith is first
quickened in us until we come into a comprehension of the law of the Lord, which governs
the universe and man. The lives of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are typical of some of the
experiences through which we pass ere we stand on the firm ground of the understanding
of divine law.

The law was not revealed to Abraham. His sustaining power was faith, but before faith
can come into full growth it must have as its foundation an understanding of God as law.
The Scripture says of Abraham, "And he believed in Jehovah; and he reckoned it to him for
righteousness” (Gen. 15:6). However, Jesus said that every jot or tittle of the law must be
fulfilled and He declared that His purpose was not to destroy the law but to fulfill it.
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We perceive that during the Patriarchal period man was going forward steadily in his
spiritual development. There were lapses, to be sure, but the trend was definitely upward.
Then a slump came, depicted by the enslavement of the Hebrews in Egypt. Faith without
understanding is insufficient; such faith gradually deteriorates to the sense level, becoming
the servant of worldly pride, power, and greed (Egypt). However, the one who has once
begun his journey to spiritual freedom is not permitted to retrogress indefinitely. Moses,
who represents metaphysically an understanding of God as law, comes forth and does his
mighty work.

Moses’ life is divided into three periods of approximately forty years each. The first of
these was spent in Egypt, where he was born of a Hebrew couple of the tribe of Levi,
Amram and Jochebed. At that time the Hebrews had been in the land of the Nile some
four centuries, living in the northeastern section of the area called Goshen. There they
prospered and multiplied exceedingly. Eventually "there arose a new king over Egypt,
who knew not Joseph” (Exod. 1:8) and made slaves of the Hebrews. Their lot became a
bitter one. Because of their great numbers, Pharaoh decreed that all male children of
the Hebrews be killed at birth. The story of how Moses’ mother hid her infant son in the
bulrushes and how the child was discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter is a familiar one.

Moses grew to manhood at the royal court of Egypt, where he had the advantage of the
best education the age afforded. This marked the period of his intellectual development. A
trained mind is necessary for one who is to become a good leader of his people. Moses knew
that he was a Hebrew and rebelled at the cruel treatment inflicted upon his race. One day
he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew and, in anger, he killed the Egyptian. For this he was
forced to flee Egypt to save his life, and he went to Midian, a desert lying between Egypt
and Canaan.

With this change he entered upon the second period of forty years. In Midian he became a
shepherd for Jethro, a priest, and married Jethro’s daughter Zipporah. It might seem as if
Moses, by his rash act of slaying the Egyptian, had forfeited his opportunity to be of service
to his enslaved kinsmen. He had made the grave mistake of attempting to force justice.
He did not yet know how great are the things that are accomplished "not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts” (Zech. 4:6).

Being compelled to leave Egypt was the penalty Moses paid for the sin he committed.
But no matter what hardship we undergo as a result of our transgression, if we meet it
courageously and with faith we learn the very lesson we need most. Before Moses could
become a great leader he had to gain spiritual enlightenment, and this he gained during
his sojourn in Midian. The life of a shepherd was lonely, providing ample opportunity for
thought, meditation, and prayer. Humanly speaking, it must have been a trial for the
capable Moses, but that he met it spiritually is attested by the author of The Epistle to
the Hebrews who wrote of this period of Moses’ life, "he endured, as seeing him who is
invisible” (Heb. 11:27). The great invisible presence is God, and whenever we keep our
attention on Him while undergoing a difficult experience, in the right way and at the right
time our release will come.

"Now Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro . . . and he led the flock to the back
of the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God, unto Horeb” (Exod. 3:1).

Undoubtedly Moses had often led his flock there. Horeb means "solitude” (M.D. 284) and,
metaphysically, it represents a high spiritual realization or the silence. Do we not lead our
flock (thoughts and emotions) to the quietness of the inner realm? We cannot know at what
hour the Lord will come. Sometimes we seem to watch for Him in vain, but if we are faithful
in prayer we shall eventually feel His presence and hear His word.

And the angel of Jehovah appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of
a bush; and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was
not consumed. And Moses said, I will turn aside now, and see this great sight, why
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the bush is not burnt. And when Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see, God
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said,
Here am I (Exod. 3:2-4).

This was an experience in cosmic consciousness, a full realization of the divine presence.
God calls us again and again, but we have to be in a high state of consciousness to hear Him
and respond.

And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the
place whereon thou standest is holy ground (Exod. 3:5).

We are always standing in the presence of the Lord. Do we know it and show reverence
for it, (take off our shoes)? We seem to stand on very ordinary earth, though in reality it is
holy.

A beautiful prayer by Charles Fillmore begins.

“I am now in the presence of pure Being, and immersed in the Holy Spirit of life, love, and
wisdom.” We live, move, and have our being in the divine life, and when we are aware of
it we look and listen in reverent humility.

Three great truths were revealed to Moses:

1. God wishes all people to be free. “I have surely seen the affliction of my people that are
in Egypt, and have heard their cry ... and I am come down to deliver them out of the hand
of the Egyptians” (Exod. 3:7, 8).

Metaphysically, man may be said to be in Egypt when he is suffering any sort of limitation,
sickness, poverty, unhappiness. It is God’s will that he be free. “I will; be thou made clean”
(Matt. 8:3).

2. God has prepared a place for all His children. "I am come ... to bring them up out of that
land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey” (Exod. 3:8).

Man does not create his own good. It has already been prepared for him by his Lord. The
Promised Land is now for every man, established by the Almighty since the foundation
of the world. Health, plenty, peace, and joy exist in the invisible realm and form the
necessary ingredients for all outer good.

3. Understanding of God as law (Moses) must lead man from bondage to liberty (Egypt to
Canaan). "Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring
forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt” (Exod. 3: 10).

The Moses faculty in man must guide the unredeemed but aspiring elements of his own
consciousness (Children of Israel) from the darkness of sense thought to the light of an
increased spiritual realization. From this spiritual height man views the Promised Land, or
the good that God has prepared for him.

While Moses was grateful that God willed freedom for his people, he doubted his own
ability to rescue them from Egypt. Various obstacles came to his mind: he feared that the
Israelites would not believe that Jehovah had commissioned him; he was slow of speech
and felt that he would not be able to convince them of his divine mission. Moses argued,
also, that Pharaoh would not allow the Hebrew slaves to leave his land and he, Moses, was
without power to compel the mighty ruler. Moses’ objections arose from the human way of
viewing matters, as is often the case with us. In prayer we are inspired as to what to do,
but are sometimes afraid to try. We do not believe we have the power, nor do we think
we can get the necessary co-operation from others. We should remember that when there
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is the spiritual prompting to act there is also the spiritual power to do so. The Lord told
Moses to say to the Children of Israel:

I am hath sent me unto you. ... Jehovah, the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is
my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations (Exod. 3:14, 15).

Charles Fillmore states that Jehovah of the Old Testament and Christ of the New Testament
refer to the spiritual self of man, the Spirit of truth, or the I am, which dwells in him.
Therefore, the instruction to Moses was to function from his inner, powerful, spiritual
self. "I am hath sent me unto you.” Whenever man goes forth in this spirit, others have
confidence in him and will follow him.

Moses’ timidity, due to his lack of eloquence, was overcome by having his brother Aaron
accompany him as spokesman. Also the Lord said to Moses, "Now therefore go and I will be
with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt speak” (Exod. 4:12). Moses was likewise
instructed how to use his rod. It was an ordinary shepherd’s crook, but when Moses cast it
down it brought disaster and when he raised it, it brought a blessing. Mr. Fillmore states,
"the rod represents spiritual power” (M.D. Add. II). When used rightly it is the means of
bringing miracles to pass.

Moses set out on his mission promptly. He did not let his inspiration fade in the false light of
mortal reasoning. He and Aaron won the confidence of the Israelites, but Pharaoh refused
to release his Hebrew servants. Pharaoh represents the sense consciousness, which is
attached to material things (M.D. 519). Moses called down nine plagues upon the Egyptians,
and after each one Pharaoh agreed to permit the Children of Israel to leave. However as
each plague was removed, Pharaoh rescinded his permission.

We are told that "Jehovah hardened the heart of Pharaoh” (Exod. 9:12). This is one of those
cryptic statements in the Bible that seem to imply inconsistency on the part of a good God.
The explanation lies in the fact that we often pervert God’s just law through the wrong
use of it and establish destructive attitudes of consciousness that act as a law or governing
power in our lives. For example, a person who gives way to anger repeatedly builds up a
habit of unrighteous action for himself, and though he may attempt to overcome it, he finds
himself caught in its meshes again and again. Pharaoh had permitted selfishness and greed
to rule him. When the plagues came his fear of them was stronger than his habitual state
of mind, and, in order to be freed of a plague, he granted Moses’ request that the Children
of Israel be released. But when the plague was lifted, his habit of selfishness reasserted
itself. The law that he let rule his being had become his lord and master, and it "hardened”
his heart.

Moses benefited from Pharaoh’s continued refusal, though he would hardly have recognized
the repeated refusals as a benefit. They taught him perseverance. Often our answer
to prayer does not come after our first prayer. We do not overcome Pharaoh (sense
consciousness) with one trial. Repeated efforts are necessary, and unless we are willing to
try again and again, we cannot free our Children of Israel from Egypt.

The tenth and last plague was the slaying of the first-born of the Egyptians and the first-
born of their cattle. The Israelites were not affected. Those who trust God are protected
from disaster. Moses instructed each Hebrew family to sacrifice a lamb and sprinkle its
blood on the door of their house. Jehovah would then "pass over” (Exod. 12:13) the home
and it would not be visited by the plague. This is the origin of what came to be known
as the Passover, a sacred day for the Jews even until this time. It also has a profound
metaphysical significance relating to the regeneration of the body through the purifying of
the consciousness. Of this the Metaphysical Bible Dictionary says (page 504):

The whole man must be pure, and his inner life must be made so open and free
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that he will not be afraid to blazon it upon the very doors of his house where all
who pass may read. Then the Lord will execute His judgment, and those who have
purified the life of the lamb (or the body) will escape the messenger (or thought)
of death.

This final plague wrought such distress in Egypt that Pharaoh was forced to consent to the
departure of the Children of Israel. They left, rejoicing. However, when they reached the
Red Sea they discovered that Pharaoh and his hosts were pursuing them. It seemed as if
they were between Scylla and Charybdis. They wept and reviled Moses, accusing him of
leading them there to die.

And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of
Jehovah, which he will work for you to-day ... Jehovah will fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace (Exod. 14:13, 14).

Then Moses lifted up his rod and stretched forth his hand over the sea. The waters divided,
and the Children of Israel went through on dry land. When the Egyptians attempted to
follow, the waters of the sea returned and the host of Egypt perished.

There comes a time when man makes his escape from the realm of the sense consciousness
(represented by Egypt), but he is still far from being on a permanently spiritual level of
activity. As Truth students we have left Egypt but have not reached the Promised Land.
There is an interim period, typified in the Old Testament by the wilderness, in which we
may wander for a long time as did the Children of Israel. This period of approximately forty
years was the third period of Moses’ life and the most important one.

The experiences of the Israelites in the wilderness are typical of the ups and downs through
which we pass in our spiritual ongoing. These people desired to do the will of the Lord. Had
they not left Egypt under Moses’ guidance? But when calamities arose they lost heart and
lamented their lot. On one occasion they had no water and when they discovered an oasis
they found to their consternation that the water there was too bitter to drink.

And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? And he cried
unto Jehovah; and Jehovah showed him a tree, and he cast it into the waters, and
the waters were made sweet (Exod. 15:24, 25).

We must learn to sweeten bitter experiences (waters). Only the Lord can tell us how and,
like Moses, we should cry to Him. He will show us what element to use—and it is always
something close at hand.

Then they had no food. Again Moses prayed, and manna fell. There is always the divine
provision for us, and we receive it if we pray. Our need is summed up in Jesus’ prayer,
"Give us this day our daily bread" (Matt. 6:11). The manna was literally and figuratively the
daily bread of the Israelites. It was physical food to sustain them, but it also represented
all that was required for the day: faith, courage, and intelligence. When man functions in
the human consciousness he is never content with enough for the present. He wants to be
sure there will be plenty for years to come, because he lacks a sense of security. When he
feeds on spiritual manna, the divine qualities God has given him, he is content with what is
sufficient for his outer needs and has faith that it will be provided day by day. The manna
could not be hoarded because it spoiled, but there was always enough to satisfy the daily
hunger. When we come to the realization that God is the great provider and thank Him for
His food, both physical and spiritual, we have some conception of the full meaning of the
manna that nourished the Israelites throughout their sojourn in the wilderness.

Again, the Children of Israel were thirsty. This time the Lord told Moses to smite the rock,
and when he did water gushed forth. Enemies attacked them, but as long as Moses held up
his hand with the rod of God in it the Israelites were victorious. When Moses grew weary
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and dropped his hand, the enemy (Amalek) prevailed. So Aaron and Hur held up Moses’
hands. Sometimes we grow weary with holding up our hand (keeping the consciousness on
a spiritual level). Then it is that we should ask others who know the Truth to sustain us,
even as Hur and Aaron held up the hands of Moses.

Finally, the Hebrew company reached the mount called Sinai or Horeb. This marked the
first long rest in their journey, and it was there that Moses received a revelation of the
law of God. Having gained an understanding of the divine presence (revelation at the
burning bush), Moses had to receive definite instructions for spiritual ideals and action. If
we consider the law as given to him merely as a great code of ethics belonging to an age
far-gone, we lose its real significance, even though we may know our own modern ethical
code is based on it. The law is not only a statement of God’s will but it gives instructions for
righteous living. As it was finally developed by the Jews long after the time of Moses, the
law was in three parts: (1) the Commandments (Decalogue), (2) the Judgments, governing
the social life of Israel, (3) the Ordinances, governing the religious life of Israel. Most
important, as far as we are concerned, is the first part, the Ten Commandments. A spiritual
interpretation of the Decalogue will be given in the following chapter.

Exodus 20-40 (68-74)

<< Exodus 1-19 (56-67) • (LTBL Index) • Numbers (74-80) >>

The decalogue in the Old Testament and the Sermon on the Mount in the New Testament
are the greatest annunciations of righteous thinking and living yet given to mankind. The
first bears the same relation to Judaism that the second does to Christianity, and from
Moses and Jesus, the founders of these two great religions, came words that spell the
redemption of humanity.

Some cynics maintain that the human race is as far from understanding and obeying them
today as it was when the voice of Moses thundered from Mount Sinai. Certainly men have
not used them fully as a pattern for conduct, yet the advance in civilization since Moses’
time can, to a large degree, be measured by mankind’s assimilation and practice of these
two great teachings. Many of their precepts are included in all the living religions of the
world.

Since the beginning of recorded history men have longed and fought for freedom but only
occasionally have a few perceived that the boon they so ardently sought is not of the body
but of the mind. “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).
In the Decalogue and in the Sermon on the Mount is Truth found in all its pristine splendor.
It is beautiful, majestic, inspiring. It is ours to comprehend and to absorb with mind and
heart.

"And Jehovah came down upon mount Sinai, to the top of the mount: and Jehovah
called Moses .. . and Moses went up” (Exod. 19:20).

Man receives inspiration only when he ascends the mount or high place in consciousness.

"And God spake all these words, saying, I am Jehovah thy God, who brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage” (Exod. 20:1, 2).

Exodus 20:3-17 contains the Ten Commandments. They have an outer or literal meaning,
and also an inner or spiritual meaning. We are particularly concerned with their spiritual
interpretation.

1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. We are not to recognize any life, presence,
or power save God. He is the supreme ruler of the cosmos; He is the source, the origin
of all there is. “There is but one presence and one power in the universe, God the good,
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omnipotent,” is a familiar statement in our Unity teaching. However, we are prone to
believe and acknowledge another power, the Devil or evil. Whatever we recognize as the
ruling authority of our lives is our god.

2. Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image. Although men may no longer make
stone or metal images of gods to worship as did the ancient peoples, they do make gods of
things and personalities. Money, fame, and pleasure are popular gods of the present. Some
bow down and worship persons to whom they entrust their happiness and look for support
and protection. There is but one God, invisible, all-powerful, and everlasting. He has no
corporeal form but is everywhere evenly present as life and substance. So long as we try
to confine Him to time, space, or form, we are making a "graven image” and thus breaking
the second commandment.

3. Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in vain. Surely we would not use
the name of God in a profane sense. Yet we often take His name in vain by connecting
it with some negative condition, such as we are doing when we say, "I am sick,” or "I am
poor.” I AM is God’s name in us. Let us be sure to associate it with a quality that belongs
to His nature. Affirmations of Truth help to train us in the right use of God’s name. Jesus
said, "I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). "I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11). He
constantly identified Himself with the reality of Being.

4. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. In their efforts to keep this commandment,
the Jews of ancient times formulated strict rules to make man for the Sabbath instead
of realizing that "the sabbath was made for man” (Mark 2:27) as Jesus said. Spiritually,
the command has to do with the sort of inner Sabbath we keep. The word Sabbath
means rest (M.D. 562). When we rest in the Lord, which we do in all true prayer, the
consciousness is holy and is uncontaminated by mundane thoughts. We find that the first
four commandments govern our right relationship to God, and the last six govern our right
relationship to our fellow men.

5. Honor thy father and thy mother. Outwardly this is an admonition to esteem our earthly
parents. Not only are they responsible for our physical being but their devotion and care
provided the necessities for existence in our early life. Right adjustment in the realm of
human relationships begins with proper respect for the first persons we knew, our parents.
The spiritual fulfillment of this commandment lies in our reverence for our Creator, in
whom the father quality of wisdom is joined with the mother quality of love. The masculine
and feminine attributes are likewise present in each of us, for "in the image of God created
he him; male and female created he them” (Gen. 1:27). When we honor the source from
which we came, our Father-Mother (God), we draw understanding and love therefrom, both
of which are requisites of true worship and result in a balanced development of our spiritual
nature.

6. Thou shalt not kill. Man has no right to deprive anyone of life, for he cannot give life. To
obey this commandment spiritually, we should be careful not to destroy another’s courage
or faith. Everyone has a right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” and when man,
in personal will and power, deprives his brothers of these, he may be said to "kill” them.

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery. This is the commandment that has to do with moral,
clean living. No one should entertain the hope of complete spiritual expression who has
not learned to comply with the highest code, both in his personal life and in his dealings
with others. Spiritually, to "commit adultery” is to adulterate or weaken the higher
consciousness by the injection of carnal thoughts and emotions.

8. Thou shalt not steal. Outwardly, this refers to another aspect of the moral law. Man
should not take that which is not his. Thieves are considered outside the pale of decent
society, yet there is a thievery that is just as wrong in God’s sight as breaking into a man’s
house and taking his possessions. Spiritually, the significance of this commandment lies
deeper: dictators rob men of freedom, strong-minded persons rob others of free will; many
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a doting mother robs her children of their right to make decisions and to live their own lives
as they choose.

9. Thou shalt not hear false witness against thy neighbor. Literally, this commandment
cautions us not to tell an untruth about anyone. Much of gossip is a violation of this
commandment. Considered in a spiritual sense, we are bearing false witness against
another when we speak of him in a human, limited way. We should behold people as they
are in Truth, sons of the Most High. When we connect them with all sorts of negative
conditions we are bearing "false witness.” Criticism, condemnation, and judging by the
appearance are ways of violating the ninth commandment.

10. Thou shalt not covet. Covetousness is a moral as well as a spiritual sin. This
commandment is disobeyed as often as the first commandment, and as unthinkingly. Wars
are fought because one nation covets what another has; families are broken up because
someone desires the husband or wife. Avarice, envy, jealousy, and selfishness are closely
allied to covetousness. As we grow in spiritual stature, we realize that we never need the
good another has. All good is from God, whose presence is constantly with us. Nothing can
deprive us of it except our own inability to receive.

Obedience to the Ten Commandments stands, and always will, as the foundation stone
upon which our spiritual structure is built. The commandments should be obeyed in
the letter and in the spirit. An attempt to conform to the letter alone makes for self-
righteousness. It is impossible, however, to obey them in their highest spiritual sense
without obeying them literally also.

It was on the mount also that Moses received instructions for the building of the
Tabernacle. The Tabernacle, like the temple and church of today, is symbolic of God’s
presence among men. However, the true tabernacle is not the building but the spirit of
worship. Moses was told to build according to the pattern shown him in the mount. That is
the way we build our tabernacle also, in compliance with the inspiration received when we
are in a prayerful and spiritual state of consciousness.

At Jehovah’s direction Moses selected Aaron his brother to be the high priest. The name
Aaron means "illumined” (M.D. 9), and metaphysically Aaron represents the "executive
power of divine law.” Aaron belonged to the tribe of Levi, which henceforth became the
priestly tribe. The sons of Aaron inherited the position of high priest, while other members
of the tribe served in the Tabernacle and later in the Temple.

When the Children of Israel had completed the tabernacle,

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the
tabernacle. ... And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the
children of Israel went onward, throughout all their journeys; but if the cloud was
not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up. For the
cloud of Jehovah was upon the tabernacle by day, and there was fire therein by
night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys (Exod.
40:34-38).

The cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night are symbols of divine guidance. When we
build the Tabernacle (spiritual state of consciousness) and are faithful in worship, the light
of the Lord will ever direct our ways.

Introduction to Exodus by Elizabeth Sand Turner, from Let There Be Light, pages 56-74.

Introduction to Exodus
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EXODUS 1

The Israelites Are Oppressed
1 Now these are the names of the sons of

Israel, who came into Egypt (every man and
his household came with Jacob): 2 Reuben,
Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar,
Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan and Naphtali,
Gad and Asher. 5 All the souls who came
out of Jacob’s body were seventy souls, and
Joseph was in Egypt already. 6 Joseph died,
as did all his brothers, and all that
generation. 7 The children of Israel were
fruitful, and increased abundantly, and
multiplied, and grew exceedingly mighty;
and the land was filled with them.

8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt,
who didn’t know Joseph. 9 He said to his
people, “Behold,* the people of the children
of Israel are more and mightier than we.
10 Come, let’s deal wisely with them, lest
they multiply, and it happen that when any
war breaks out, they also join themselves
to our enemies and fight against us, and
escape out of the land.” 11 Therefore they
set taskmasters over them to afflict them
with their burdens. They built storage cities
for Pharaoh: Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the
more they afflicted them, the more they
multiplied and the more they spread out.
They started to dread the children of Israel.
13 The Egyptians ruthlessly made the
children of Israel serve, 14 and they made
their lives bitter with hard service in mortar

and in brick, and in all kinds of service in
the field, all their service, in which they
ruthlessly made them serve.

15 The king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew
midwives, of whom the name of the one was
Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah,
16 and he said, “When you perform the duty
of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see
them on the birth stool, if it is a son, then
you shall kill him; but if it is a daughter,
then she shall live.” 17 But the midwives
feared God,† and didn’t do what the king of
Egypt commanded them, but saved the baby
boys alive. 18 The king of Egypt called for the
midwives, and said to them, “Why have you
done this thing and saved the boys alive?”

19 The midwives said to Pharaoh,
“Because the Hebrew women aren’t like the
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and
give birth before the midwife comes to
them.”

20 God dealt well with the midwives, and
the people multiplied, and grew very
mighty. 21 Because the midwives feared God,
he gave them families. 22 Pharaoh
commanded all his people, saying, “You
shall cast every son who is born into the
river, and every daughter you shall save
alive.”

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 1:9. “Behold”, from “ נֵּהִה ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is
often used as an interjection.

† 1:17. The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “ הִ֑יםֹלֱא ” (Elohim).

Exodus 1
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EXODUS 2

Birth and Youth of Moses
1 A man of the house of Levi went and

took a daughter of Levi as his wife. 2 The
woman conceived and bore a son. When she
saw that he was a fine child, she hid him
three months. 3 When she could no longer
hide him, she took a papyrus basket for him,
and coated it with tar and with pitch. She
put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by
the river’s bank. 4 His sister stood far off, to
see what would be done to him. 5 Pharaoh’s
daughter came down to bathe at the river.
Her maidens walked along by the riverside.
She saw the basket among the reeds, and
sent her servant to get it. 6She opened it,
and saw the child, and behold, the baby
cried. She had compassion on him, and said,
“This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”

7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s
daughter, “Should I go and call a nurse for
you from the Hebrew women, that she may
nurse the child for you?”

8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.”

The young woman went and called the
child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to
her, “Take this child away, and nurse him
for me, and I will give you your wages.”

The woman took the child, and nursed it.
10 The child grew, and she brought him to
Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son.
She named him Moses,* and said, “Because I
drew him out of the water.”

Moses Flees to Midian
11 In those days, when Moses had grown

up, he went out to his brothers and saw
their burdens. He saw an Egyptian striking
a Hebrew, one of his brothers. 12 He looked
this way and that way, and when he saw that
there was no one, he killed the Egyptian,
and hid him in the sand.

13 He went out the second day, and
behold, two men of the Hebrews were
fighting with each other. He said to him
who did the wrong, “Why do you strike your
fellow?”

14 He said, “Who made you a prince and a
judge over us? Do you plan to kill me, as you
killed the Egyptian?”

Moses was afraid, and said, “Surely this
thing is known.” 15 Now when Pharaoh heard
this thing, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses
fled from the face of Pharaoh, and lived in
the land of Midian, and he sat down by a
well.

16 Now the priest of Midian had seven
daughters. They came and drew water, and
filled the troughs to water their father’s

flock. 17 The shepherds came and drove
them away; but Moses stood up and helped
them, and watered their flock. 18 When they
came to Reuel, their father, he said, “How
is it that you have returned so early today?”

19 They said, “An Egyptian delivered us
out of the hand of the shepherds, and
moreover he drew water for us, and watered
the flock.”

20 He said to his daughters, “Where is he?
Why is it that you have left the man? Call
him, that he may eat bread.”

21 Moses was content to dwell with the
man. He gave Moses Zipporah, his daughter.
22 She bore a son, and he named him
Gershom,† for he said, “I have lived as a
foreigner in a foreign land.”

23 In the course of those many days, the
king of Egypt died, and the children of Israel
sighed because of the bondage, and they
cried, and their cry came up to God because
of the bondage. 24 God heard their groaning,
and God remembered his covenant with
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Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 God
saw the children of Israel, and God

understood.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 2:10. “Moses” sounds like the Hebrew for “draw out”.
† 2:22. “Gershom” sounds like the Hebrew for “an alien there”.

EXODUS 3

Moses at the Burning Bush
1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of

Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of
Midian, and he led the flock to the back
of the wilderness, and came to God’s
mountain, to Horeb. 2 Yahweh’s* angel
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the
middle of a bush. He looked, and behold,
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was
not consumed. 3 Moses said, “I will go now,
and see this great sight, why the bush is not
burned.”

4 When Yahweh saw that he came over to
see, God called to him out of the middle of
the bush, and said, “Moses! Moses!”

He said, “Here I am.”

5 He said, “Don’t come close. Take off
your sandals, for the place you are standing
on is holy ground.” 6Moreover he said, “I am
the God of your father, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”

Moses hid his face because he was afraid
to look at God.

7 Yahweh said, “I have surely seen the
affliction of my people who are in Egypt,
and have heard their cry because of their
taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. 8 I
have come down to deliver them out of the
hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them
up out of that land to a good and large
land, to a land flowing with milk and honey;
to the place of the Canaanite, the Hittite,
the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and
the Jebusite. 9 Now, behold, the cry of the
children of Israel has come to me. Moreover
I have seen the oppression with which the
Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now
therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh,
that you may bring my people, the children
of Israel, out of Egypt.”

11 Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I
should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring
the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

12 He said, “Certainly I will be with you.
This will be the token to you, that I have
sent you: when you have brought the people
out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this
mountain.”

The Divine Name Revealed
13 Moses said to God, “Behold, when I

come to the children of Israel, and tell
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?’ what should I tell them?”

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM,”

and he said, “You shall tell the children of
Israel this: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 15

God said moreover to Moses, “You shall tell
the children of Israel this, ‘Yahweh, the God
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent
me to you.’ This is my name forever, and
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this is my memorial to all generations. 16

Go and gather the elders of Israel together,
and tell them, ‘Yahweh, the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and
of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I
have surely visited you, and seen that which
is done to you in Egypt. 17 I have said, I will
bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt
to the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite,
the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and
the Jebusite, to a land flowing with milk and
honey.” ’ 18 They will listen to your voice.
You shall come, you and the elders of Israel,
to the king of Egypt, and you shall tell him,
‘Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, has met
with us. Now please let us go three days’

journey into the wilderness, that we may
sacrifice to Yahweh, our God.’ 19 I know that
the king of Egypt won’t give you permission
to go, no, not by a mighty hand. 20 I will
reach out my hand and strike Egypt with all
my wonders which I will do among them,
and after that he will let you go. 21 I will
give this people favor in the sight of the
Egyptians, and it will happen that when you
go, you shall not go empty-handed. 22 But
every woman shall ask of her neighbor, and
of her who visits her house, jewels of silver,
jewels of gold, and clothing. You shall put
them on your sons, and on your daughters.
You shall plunder the Egyptians.”

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 3:2. “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other
translations.

EXODUS 4

Moses’ Miraculous Power
1 Moses answered, “But, behold, they will

not believe me, nor listen to my voice; for
they will say, ‘Yahweh has not appeared to
you.’ ”

2 Yahweh said to him, “What is that in
your hand?”

He said, “A rod.”

3 He said, “Throw it on the ground.”

He threw it on the ground, and it became
a snake; and Moses ran away from it.

4 Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out your
hand, and take it by the tail.”

He stretched out his hand, and took hold
of it, and it became a rod in his hand.

5“This is so that they may believe that
Yahweh, the God of their fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 Yahweh said

furthermore to him, “Now put your hand
inside your cloak.”

He put his hand inside his cloak, and
when he took it out, behold, his hand was
leprous, as white as snow.

7 He said, “Put your hand inside your
cloak again.”

He put his hand inside his cloak again,
and when he took it out of his cloak, behold,
it had turned again as his other flesh.

8“It will happen, if they will not believe
you or listen to the voice of the first sign,
that they will believe the voice of the latter
sign. 9 It will happen, if they will not believe
even these two signs or listen to your voice,
that you shall take of the water of the river,
and pour it on the dry land. The water which
you take out of the river will become blood
on the dry land.”

10 Moses said to Yahweh, “O Lord,* I am
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not eloquent, neither before now, nor since
you have spoken to your servant; for I am
slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.”

11 Yahweh said to him, “Who made man’s
mouth? Or who makes one mute, or deaf, or
seeing, or blind? Isn’t it I, Yahweh? 12 Now
therefore go, and I will be with your mouth,
and teach you what you shall speak.”

13 Moses said, “Oh, Lord, please send
someone else.”

14 Yahweh’s anger burned against Moses,

and he said, “What about Aaron, your
brother, the Levite? I know that he can
speak well. Also, behold, he is coming out
to meet you. When he sees you, he will be
glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to him,
and put the words in his mouth. I will be
with your mouth, and with his mouth, and
will teach you what you shall do. 16 He will
be your spokesman to the people. It will
happen that he will be to you a mouth, and
you will be to him as God. 17 You shall take
this rod in your hand, with which you shall
do the signs.”

Moses Returns to Egypt
18 Moses went and returned to Jethro his

father-in-law, and said to him, “Please let
me go and return to my brothers who are in
Egypt, and see whether they are still alive.”

Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.”

19 Yahweh said to Moses in Midian, “Go,
return into Egypt; for all the men who
sought your life are dead.”

20 Moses took his wife and his sons, and
set them on a donkey, and he returned to
the land of Egypt. Moses took God’s rod in
his hand. 21 Yahweh said to Moses, “When
you go back into Egypt, see that you do
before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have
put in your hand, but I will harden his heart
and he will not let the people go. 22 You shall
tell Pharaoh, ‘Yahweh says, Israel is my son,
my firstborn, 23 and I have said to you, “Let
my son go, that he may serve me;” and you
have refused to let him go. Behold, I will kill
your firstborn son.’ ”

24 On the way at a lodging place, Yahweh

met Moses and wanted to kill him. 25 Then
Zipporah took a flint, and cut off the
foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet;
and she said, “Surely you are a bridegroom
of blood to me.”

26 So he let him alone. Then she said,
“You are a bridegroom of blood,” because of
the circumcision.

27 Yahweh said to Aaron, “Go into the
wilderness to meet Moses.”

He went, and met him on God’s
mountain, and kissed him. 28 Moses told
Aaron all Yahweh’s words with which he had
sent him, and all the signs with which he
had instructed him. 29 Moses and Aaron went
and gathered together all the elders of the
children of Israel. 30 Aaron spoke all the
words which Yahweh had spoken to Moses,
and did the signs in the sight of the people.
31 The people believed, and when they heard
that Yahweh had visited the children of
Israel, and that he had seen their affliction,
then they bowed their heads and worshiped.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 4:10. The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai”.

Exodus 4

Fillmore Study Bible 15



EXODUS 5

Bricks without Straw
1 Afterward Moses and Aaron came, and

said to Pharaoh, “This is what Yahweh, the
God of Israel, says, ‘Let my people go, that
they may hold a feast to me in the
wilderness.’ ”

2 Pharaoh said, “Who is Yahweh, that I
should listen to his voice to let Israel go? I
don’t know Yahweh, and moreover I will not
let Israel go.”

3 They said, “The God of the Hebrews has
met with us. Please let us go three days’
journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to
Yahweh, our God, lest he fall on us with
pestilence, or with the sword.”

4 The king of Egypt said to them, “Why
do you, Moses and Aaron, take the people
from their work? Get back to your burdens!”
5 Pharaoh said, “Behold, the people of the
land are now many, and you make them
rest from their burdens.” 6 The same day
Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the
people and their officers, saying, 7“You shall
no longer give the people straw to make
brick, as before. Let them go and gather
straw for themselves. 8 You shall require
from them the number of the bricks which
they made before. You shall not diminish
anything of it, for they are idle. Therefore
they cry, saying, ‘Let’s go and sacrifice to
our God.’ 9 Let heavier work be laid on the
men, that they may labor in it. Don’t let
them pay any attention to lying words.”

10 The taskmasters of the people went out
with their officers, and they spoke to the
people, saying, “This is what Pharaoh says:
‘I will not give you straw. 11Go yourselves,
get straw where you can find it, for nothing
of your work shall be diminished.’ ” 12 So the
people were scattered abroad throughout
all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for

straw. 13 The taskmasters were urgent
saying, “Fulfill your work quota daily, as
when there was straw!” 14 The officers of
the children of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s
taskmasters had set over them, were
beaten, and were asked, “Why haven’t you
fulfilled your quota both yesterday and
today, in making brick as before?”

15 Then the officers of the children of
Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, saying,
“Why do you deal this way with your
servants? 16 No straw is given to your
servants, and they tell us, ‘Make brick!’ and
behold, your servants are beaten; but the
fault is in your own people.”

17 But Pharaoh said, “You are idle! You
are idle! Therefore you say, ‘Let’s go and
sacrifice to Yahweh.’ 18Go therefore now,
and work; for no straw shall be given to you;
yet you shall deliver the same number of
bricks!”

19 The officers of the children of Israel
saw that they were in trouble when it was
said, “You shall not diminish anything from
your daily quota of bricks!”

20 They met Moses and Aaron, who stood
along the way, as they came out from
Pharaoh. 21 They said to them, “May Yahweh
look at you and judge, because you have
made us a stench to be abhorred in the eyes
of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants,
to put a sword in their hand to kill us!”

22 Moses returned to Yahweh, and said,
“Lord, why have you brought trouble on this
people? Why is it that you have sent me?
23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in
your name, he has brought trouble on this
people. You have not rescued your people at
all!”
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EXODUS 6

Israel’s Deliverance Assured
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “Now you shall

see what I will do to Pharaoh, for by a strong
hand he shall let them go, and by a strong
hand he shall drive them out of his land.”

2 God spoke to Moses, and said to him,
“I am Yahweh. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty; but by
my name Yahweh I was not known to them.
4 I have also established my covenant with
them, to give them the land of Canaan, the
land of their travels, in which they lived as
aliens. 5 Moreover I have heard the groaning
of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians
keep in bondage, and I have remembered
my covenant. 6 Therefore tell the children of
Israel, ‘I am Yahweh, and I will bring you out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians,
and I will rid you out of their bondage, and
I will redeem you with an outstretched arm,
and with great judgments. 7 I will take you
to myself for a people. I will be your God;
and you shall know that I am Yahweh your

God, who brings you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you
into the land which I swore to give to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will
give it to you for a heritage: I am Yahweh.’ ”

9 Moses spoke so to the children of Israel,
but they didn’t listen to Moses for anguish of
spirit, and for cruel bondage.

10 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 11“Go
in, speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he
let the children of Israel go out of his land.”

12 Moses spoke before Yahweh, saying,
“Behold, the children of Israel haven’t
listened to me. How then shall Pharaoh
listen to me, when I have uncircumcised
lips?” 13 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to
Aaron, and gave them a command to the
children of Israel, and to Pharaoh king of
Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of
the land of Egypt.

The Genealogy of Moses and Aaron
14 These are the heads of their fathers’

houses. The sons of Reuben the firstborn
of Israel: Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and
Carmi; these are the families of Reuben. 15

The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, and Jamin, and
Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the
son of a Canaanite woman; these are the
families of Simeon. 16 These are the names
of the sons of Levi according to their
generations: Gershon, and Kohath, and
Merari; and the years of the life of Levi were
one hundred thirty-seven years. 17 The sons
of Gershon: Libni and Shimei, according to
their families. 18 The sons of Kohath: Amram,
and Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel; and the
years of the life of Kohath were one hundred
thirty-three years. 19 The sons of Merari:
Mahli and Mushi. These are the families of
the Levites according to their generations. 20

Amram took Jochebed his father’s sister to
himself as wife; and she bore him Aaron and

Moses. The years of the life of Amram were
one hundred thirty-seven years. 21 The sons
of Izhar: Korah, and Nepheg, and Zichri. 22

The sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan, and
Sithri. 23 Aaron took Elisheba, the daughter
of Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon, as his
wife; and she bore him Nadab and Abihu,
Eleazar and Ithamar. 24 The sons of Korah:
Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph; these are the
families of the Korahites. 25 Eleazar Aaron’s
son took one of the daughters of Putiel as
his wife; and she bore him Phinehas. These
are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the
Levites according to their families. 26 These
are that Aaron and Moses to whom Yahweh
said, “Bring out the children of Israel from
the land of Egypt according to their armies.”
27 These are those who spoke to Pharaoh king
of Egypt, to bring out the children of Israel
from Egypt. These are that Moses and Aaron.
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Moses and Aaron Obey God’s Commands
28 On the day when Yahweh spoke to

Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 Yahweh said to
Moses, “I am Yahweh. Tell Pharaoh king of
Egypt all that I tell you.”

30 Moses said before Yahweh, “Behold,
I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall
Pharaoh listen to me?”

EXODUS 7

Moses and Aaron Obey God’s Commands (continued)
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “Behold, I have

made you as God to Pharaoh; and Aaron your
brother shall be your prophet. 2 You shall
speak all that I command you; and Aaron
your brother shall speak to Pharaoh, that he
let the children of Israel go out of his land.
3 I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply
my signs and my wonders in the land of
Egypt. 4 But Pharaoh will not listen to you,
so I will lay my hand on Egypt, and bring out
my armies, my people the children of Israel,

out of the land of Egypt by great judgments.
5 The Egyptians shall know that I am Yahweh
when I stretch out my hand on Egypt, and
bring the children of Israel out from among
them.”

6 Moses and Aaron did so. As Yahweh
commanded them, so they did. 7 Moses was
eighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three
years old, when they spoke to Pharaoh.

Aaron’s Miraculous Rod
8 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying, 9“When Pharaoh speaks to you,
saying, ‘Perform a miracle!’ then you shall
tell Aaron, ‘Take your rod, and cast it down
before Pharaoh, and it will become a
serpent.’ ”

10 Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh,
and they did so, as Yahweh had commanded.
Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and

before his servants, and it became a
serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh also called for the
wise men and the sorcerers. They also, the
magicians of Egypt, did the same thing with
their enchantments. 12 For they each cast
down their rods, and they became serpents;
but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.
13 Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he
didn’t listen to them, as Yahweh had
spoken.

The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood
14 Yahweh said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s

heart is stubborn. He refuses to let the
people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning.
Behold, he is going out to the water. You
shall stand by the river’s bank to meet him.
You shall take the rod which was turned
to a serpent in your hand. 16 You shall tell
him, ‘Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, has
sent me to you, saying, “Let my people go,
that they may serve me in the wilderness.

Behold, until now you haven’t listened.” 17

Yahweh says, “In this you shall know that I
am Yahweh. Behold: I will strike with the
rod that is in my hand on the waters which
are in the river, and they shall be turned
to blood. 18 The fish that are in the river
will die and the river will become foul. The
Egyptians will loathe to drink water from
the river.” ’ ” 19 Yahweh said to Moses, “Tell
Aaron, ‘Take your rod, and stretch out your
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hand over the waters of Egypt, over their
rivers, over their streams, and over their
pools, and over all their ponds of water, that
they may become blood. There will be blood
throughout all the land of Egypt, both in
vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’ ”

20 Moses and Aaron did so, as Yahweh
commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and
struck the waters that were in the river,
in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of
his servants; and all the waters that were
in the river were turned to blood. 21 The
fish that were in the river died. The river

became foul. The Egyptians couldn’t drink
water from the river. The blood was
throughout all the land of Egypt. 22 The
magicians of Egypt did the same thing with
their enchantments. So Pharaoh’s heart was
hardened, and he didn’t listen to them, as
Yahweh had spoken. 23 Pharaoh turned and
went into his house, and he didn’t even
take this to heart. 24 All the Egyptians dug
around the river for water to drink; for they
couldn’t drink the river water. 25 Seven days
were fulfilled, after Yahweh had struck the
river.

EXODUS 8

The Second Plague: Frogs
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses, “Go in to

Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is what Yahweh
says, “Let my people go, that they may
serve me. 2If you refuse to let them go,
behold, I will plague all your borders with
frogs. 3 The river will swarm with frogs,
which will go up and come into your house,
and into your bedroom, and on your bed,
and into the house of your servants, and
on your people, and into your ovens, and
into your kneading troughs. 4 The frogs shall
come up both on you, and on your people,
and on all your servants.” ’ ” 5Yahweh said
to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your
hand with your rod over the rivers, over the
streams, and over the pools, and cause frogs
to come up on the land of Egypt.’ ” 6Aaron
stretched out his hand over the waters of
Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered
the land of Egypt. 7 The magicians did the
same thing with their enchantments, and
brought up frogs on the land of Egypt.

8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and
Aaron, and said, “Entreat Yahweh, that he
take away the frogs from me and from my
people; and I will let the people go, that
they may sacrifice to Yahweh.”

9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “I give you the
honor of setting the time that I should pray
for you, and for your servants, and for your
people, that the frogs be destroyed from you
and your houses, and remain in the river
only.”

10Pharaoh said, “Tomorrow.”

Moses said, “Let it be according to your
word, that you may know that there is no
one like Yahweh our God. 11 The frogs shall
depart from you, and from your houses, and
from your servants, and from your people.
They shall remain in the river only.”

12 Moses and Aaron went out from
Pharaoh, and Moses cried to Yahweh
concerning the frogs which he had brought
on Pharaoh. 13Yahweh did according to the
word of Moses, and the frogs died out of
the houses, out of the courts, and out of
the fields. 14 They gathered them together
in heaps, and the land stank. 15 But when
Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he
hardened his heart, and didn’t listen to
them, as Yahweh had spoken.
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The Third Plague: Gnats
16 Yahweh said to Moses, “Tell Aaron,

‘Stretch out your rod, and strike the dust
of the earth, that it may become lice
throughout all the land of Egypt.’ ” 17 They
did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand
with his rod, and struck the dust of the
earth, and there were lice on man, and on
animal; all the dust of the earth became

lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 18 The
magicians tried with their enchantments to
produce lice, but they couldn’t. There were
lice on man, and on animal. 19 Then the
magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is God’s
finger;” but Pharaoh’s heart was hardened,
and he didn’t listen to them, as Yahweh had
spoken.

The Fourth Plague: Flies
20 Yahweh said to Moses, “Rise up early

in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh;
behold, he comes out to the water; and tell
him, ‘This is what Yahweh says, “Let my
people go, that they may serve me. 21Else,
if you will not let my people go, behold, I
will send swarms of flies on you, and on your
servants, and on your people, and into your
houses. The houses of the Egyptians shall be
full of swarms of flies, and also the ground
they are on. 22 I will set apart in that day the
land of Goshen, in which my people dwell,
that no swarms of flies shall be there, to
the end you may know that I am Yahweh on
the earth. 23 I will put a division between
my people and your people. This sign shall
happen by tomorrow.” ’ ” 24 Yahweh did so;
and there came grievous swarms of flies into
the house of Pharaoh, and into his servants’
houses. In all the land of Egypt the land was
corrupted by reason of the swarms of flies.

25 Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron,
and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God in the
land!”

26 Moses said, “It isn’t appropriate to do

so; for we shall sacrifice the abomination of
the Egyptians to Yahweh our God. Behold,
if we sacrifice the abomination of the
Egyptians before their eyes, won’t they
stone us? 27 We will go three days’ journey
into the wilderness, and sacrifice to Yahweh
our God, as he shall command us.”

28 Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that
you may sacrifice to Yahweh your God in the
wilderness, only you shall not go very far
away. Pray for me.”

29Moses said, “Behold, I am going out
from you. I will pray to Yahweh that the
swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh,
from his servants, and from his people,
tomorrow; only don’t let Pharaoh deal
deceitfully any more in not letting the
people go to sacrifice to Yahweh.” 30Moses
went out from Pharaoh, and prayed to
Yahweh. 31Yahweh did according to the word
of Moses, and he removed the swarms of
flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and
from his people. There remained not one.
32Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also,
and he didn’t let the people go.

EXODUS 9

The Fifth Plague: Livestock Diseased
1 Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Go in to

Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is what Yahweh,
the God of the Hebrews, says: “Let my
people go, that they may serve me. 2 For if

you refuse to let them go, and hold them
still, 3 behold, Yahweh’s hand is on your
livestock which are in the field, on the
horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on
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the herds, and on the flocks with a very
grievous pestilence. 4 Yahweh will make a
distinction between the livestock of Israel
and the livestock of Egypt; and nothing shall
die of all that belongs to the children of
Israel.” ’ ” 5 Yahweh appointed a set time,
saying, “Tomorrow Yahweh shall do this
thing in the land.” 6 Yahweh did that thing

on the next day; and all the livestock of
Egypt died, but of the livestock of the
children of Israel, not one died. 7 Pharaoh
sent, and, behold, there was not so much as
one of the livestock of the Israelites dead.
But the heart of Pharaoh was stubborn, and
he didn’t let the people go.

The Sixth Plague: Boils
8 Yahweh said to Moses and to Aaron,

“Take handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and
let Moses sprinkle it toward the sky in the
sight of Pharaoh. 9 It shall become small dust
over all the land of Egypt, and shall be boils
and blisters breaking out on man and on
animal, throughout all the land of Egypt.”

10 They took ashes of the furnace, and

stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it
up toward the sky; and it became boils and
blisters breaking out on man and on animal.
11 The magicians couldn’t stand before Moses
because of the boils; for the boils were on
the magicians and on all the Egyptians. 12

Yahweh hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and
he didn’t listen to them, as Yahweh had
spoken to Moses.

The Seventh Plague: Thunder and Hail
13 Yahweh said to Moses, “Rise up early

in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh,
and tell him, ‘This is what Yahweh, the God
of the Hebrews, says: “Let my people go,
that they may serve me. 14 For this time I
will send all my plagues against your heart,
against your officials, and against your
people; that you may know that there is
no one like me in all the earth. 15 For now
I would have stretched out my hand, and
struck you and your people with pestilence,
and you would have been cut off from the
earth; 16 but indeed for this cause I have
made you stand: to show you my power, and
that my name may be declared throughout
all the earth, 17because you still exalt
yourself against my people, that you won’t
let them go. 18 Behold, tomorrow about this
time I will cause it to rain a very grievous
hail, such as has not been in Egypt since the
day it was founded even until now. 19 Now
therefore command that all of your livestock
and all that you have in the field be brought
into shelter. The hail will come down on
every man and animal that is found in the
field, and isn’t brought home, and they will
die.” ’ ”

20 Those who feared Yahweh’s word
among the servants of Pharaoh made their
servants and their livestock flee into the

houses. 21 Whoever didn’t respect Yahweh’s
word left his servants and his livestock in the
field.

22 Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand toward the sky, that there may
be hail in all the land of Egypt, on man, and
on animal, and on every herb of the field,
throughout the land of Egypt.”

23 Moses stretched out his rod toward the
heavens, and Yahweh sent thunder and hail;
and lightning flashed down to the earth.
Yahweh rained hail on the land of Egypt. 24

So there was very severe hail, and lightning
mixed with the hail, such as had not been
in all the land of Egypt since it became a
nation. 25 The hail struck throughout all the
land of Egypt all that was in the field, both
man and animal; and the hail struck every
herb of the field, and broke every tree of
the field. 26 Only in the land of Goshen,
where the children of Israel were, there was
no hail.

27 Pharaoh sent and called for Moses and
Aaron, and said to them, “I have sinned
this time. Yahweh is righteous, and I and
my people are wicked. 28 Pray to Yahweh;
for there has been enough of mighty
thunderings and hail. I will let you go, and
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you shall stay no longer.”

29 Moses said to him, “As soon as I have
gone out of the city, I will spread out my
hands to Yahweh. The thunders shall cease,
and there will not be any more hail; that you
may know that the earth is Yahweh’s. 30 But
as for you and your servants, I know that you
don’t yet fear Yahweh God.”

31 The flax and the barley were struck,
for the barley had ripened and the flax was

blooming. 32 But the wheat and the spelt
were not struck, for they had not grown up.
33 Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh,
and spread out his hands to Yahweh; and the
thunders and hail ceased, and the rain was
not poured on the earth. 34 When Pharaoh
saw that the rain and the hail and the
thunders had ceased, he sinned yet more,
and hardened his heart, he and his servants.
35 The heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and
he didn’t let the children of Israel go, just
as Yahweh had spoken through Moses.

EXODUS 10

The Eighth Plague: Locusts
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “Go in to

Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and
the heart of his servants, that I may show
these my signs among them; 2 and that you
may tell in the hearing of your son, and
of your son’s son, what things I have done
to Egypt, and my signs which I have done
among them; that you may know that I am
Yahweh.”

3 Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh,
and said to him, “This is what Yahweh, the
God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How long will
you refuse to humble yourself before me?
Let my people go, that they may serve me.
4 Or else, if you refuse to let my people
go, behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts
into your country, 5 and they shall cover the
surface of the earth, so that one won’t be
able to see the earth. They shall eat the
residue of that which has escaped, which
remains to you from the hail, and shall eat
every tree which grows for you out of the
field. 6 Your houses shall be filled, and the
houses of all your servants, and the houses
of all the Egyptians, as neither your fathers
nor your fathers’ fathers have seen, since
the day that they were on the earth to this
day.’ ” He turned, and went out from
Pharaoh.

7 Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How
long will this man be a snare to us? Let
the men go, that they may serve Yahweh,

their God. Don’t you yet know that Egypt is
destroyed?”

8 Moses and Aaron were brought again to
Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go, serve
Yahweh your God; but who are those who
will go?”

9 Moses said, “We will go with our young
and with our old. We will go with our sons
and with our daughters, with our flocks and
with our herds; for we must hold a feast to
Yahweh.”

10 He said to them, “Yahweh be with you
if I let you go with your little ones! See, evil
is clearly before your faces. 11 Not so! Go
now you who are men, and serve Yahweh;
for that is what you desire!” Then they were
driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.

12 Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the land of Egypt for the
locusts, that they may come up on the land
of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land,
even all that the hail has left.” 13 Moses
stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt,
and Yahweh brought an east wind on the
land all that day, and all night; and when
it was morning, the east wind brought the
locusts. 14 The locusts went up over all the
land of Egypt, and rested in all the borders
of Egypt. They were very grievous. Before
them there were no such locusts as they,
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nor will there ever be again. 15 For they
covered the surface of the whole earth, so
that the land was darkened, and they ate
every herb of the land, and all the fruit
of the trees which the hail had left. There
remained nothing green, either tree or herb
of the field, through all the land of Egypt.
16 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron
in haste, and he said, “I have sinned against
Yahweh your God, and against you. 17 Now
therefore please forgive my sin again, and
pray to Yahweh your God, that he may also

take away from me this death.”

18 Moses went out from Pharaoh, and
prayed to Yahweh. 19 Yahweh sent an
exceedingly strong west wind, which took
up the locusts, and drove them into the
Red Sea.* There remained not one locust
in all the borders of Egypt. 20 But Yahweh
hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he didn’t let
the children of Israel go.

The Ninth Plague: Darkness
21 Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out

your hand toward the sky, that there may
be darkness over the land of Egypt, even
darkness which may be felt.” 22 Moses
stretched out his hand toward the sky, and
there was a thick darkness in all the land of
Egypt for three days. 23 They didn’t see one
another, and nobody rose from his place for
three days; but all the children of Israel had
light in their dwellings.

24 Pharaoh called to Moses, and said, “Go,
serve Yahweh. Only let your flocks and your
herds stay behind. Let your little ones also
go with you.”

25 Moses said, “You must also give into

our hand sacrifices and burnt offerings, that
we may sacrifice to Yahweh our God. 26 Our
livestock also shall go with us. Not a hoof
shall be left behind, for of it we must take to
serve Yahweh our God; and we don’t know
with what we must serve Yahweh, until we
come there.”

27 But Yahweh hardened Pharaoh’s heart,
and he wouldn’t let them go. 28 Pharaoh said
to him, “Get away from me! Be careful to
see my face no more; for in the day you see
my face you shall die!”

29 Moses said, “You have spoken well. I
will see your face again no more.”

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 10:19. “Red Sea” is the translation for the Hebrew “Yam Suf”, which could be more
literally translated “Sea of Reeds” or “Sea of Cattails”. It refers to the body of
water currently known as the Red Sea, or possibly to one of the bodies of water
connected to it or near it.

EXODUS 11

Warning of the Final Plague
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “I will bring yet

one more plague on Pharaoh, and on Egypt;
afterwards he will let you go. When he lets
you go, he will surely thrust you out
altogether. 2 Speak now in the ears of the
people, and let every man ask of his

neighbor, and every woman of her neighbor,
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.” 3

Yahweh gave the people favor in the sight of
the Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses was
very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight
of Pharaoh’s servants, and in the sight of the
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people.

4 Moses said, “This is what Yahweh says:
‘About midnight I will go out into the middle
of Egypt, 5 and all the firstborn in the land
of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of
Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the
firstborn of the female servant who is
behind the mill, and all the firstborn of
livestock. 6 There will be a great cry
throughout all the land of Egypt, such as
there has not been, nor will be any more.
7 But against any of the children of Israel
a dog won’t even bark or move its tongue,
against man or animal, that you may know

that Yahweh makes a distinction between
the Egyptians and Israel. 8 All these servants
of yours will come down to me, and bow
down themselves to me, saying, “Get out,
with all the people who follow you;” and
after that I will go out.’ ” He went out from
Pharaoh in hot anger.

9 Yahweh said to Moses, “Pharaoh won’t
listen to you, that my wonders may be
multiplied in the land of Egypt.” 10 Moses
and Aaron did all these wonders before
Pharaoh, but Yahweh hardened Pharaoh’s
heart, and he didn’t let the children of Israel
go out of his land.

EXODUS 12

The First Passover Instituted
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and Aaron in the

land of Egypt, saying, 2“This month shall be
to you the beginning of months. It shall be
the first month of the year to you. 3 Speak
to all the congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On
the tenth day of this month, they shall take
to them every man a lamb, according to
their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a
household; 4 and if the household is too little
for a lamb, then he and his neighbor next
to his house shall take one according to the
number of the souls. You shall make your
count for the lamb according to what
everyone can eat. 5 Your lamb shall be
without defect, a male a year old. You shall
take it from the sheep or from the goats.
6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day
of the same month; and the whole assembly
of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at
evening. 7 They shall take some of the blood,
and put it on the two door posts and on the
lintel, on the houses in which they shall eat
it. 8 They shall eat the meat in that night,
roasted with fire, with unleavened bread.
They shall eat it with bitter herbs. 9 Don’t
eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but
roasted with fire; with its head, its legs and
its inner parts. 10 You shall let nothing of
it remain until the morning; but that which
remains of it until the morning you shall
burn with fire. 11 This is how you shall eat

it: with your belt on your waist, your sandals
on your feet, and your staff in your hand;
and you shall eat it in haste: it is Yahweh’s
Passover. 12 For I will go through the land
of Egypt in that night, and will strike all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man
and animal. I will execute judgments against
all the gods of Egypt. I am Yahweh. 13 The
blood shall be to you for a token on the
houses where you are. When I see the blood,
I will pass over you, and no plague will be
on you to destroy you when I strike the land
of Egypt. 14 This day shall be a memorial for
you. You shall keep it as a feast to Yahweh.
You shall keep it as a feast throughout your
generations by an ordinance forever.

15“ ‘Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread; even the first day you shall put away
yeast out of your houses, for whoever eats
leavened bread from the first day until the
seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from
Israel. 16 In the first day there shall be to
you a holy convocation, and in the seventh
day a holy convocation; no kind of work
shall be done in them, except that which
every man must eat, only that may be done
by you. 17 You shall observe the feast of
unleavened bread; for in this same day I
have brought your armies out of the land of
Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day
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throughout your generations by an ordinance
forever. 18 In the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month at evening,
you shall eat unleavened bread, until the
twenty first day of the month at evening.
19 There shall be no yeast found in your
houses for seven days, for whoever eats that
which is leavened, that soul shall be cut off
from the congregation of Israel, whether he
is a foreigner, or one who is born in the
land. 20 You shall eat nothing leavened. In
all your habitations you shall eat unleavened
bread.’ ”

21 Then Moses called for all the elders
of Israel, and said to them, “Draw out, and
take lambs according to your families, and
kill the Passover. 22 You shall take a bunch
of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is
in the basin, and strike the lintel and the
two door posts with the blood that is in the
basin. None of you shall go out of the door

of his house until the morning. 23 For Yahweh
will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and
when he sees the blood on the lintel, and on
the two door posts, Yahweh will pass over
the door, and will not allow the destroyer
to come in to your houses to strike you. 24

You shall observe this thing for an ordinance
to you and to your sons forever. 25 It shall
happen when you have come to the land
which Yahweh will give you, as he has
promised, that you shall keep this service. 26

It will happen, when your children ask you,
‘What do you mean by this service?’ 27 that
you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of Yahweh’s
Passover, who passed over the houses of the
children of Israel in Egypt, when he struck
the Egyptians, and spared our houses.’ ”

The people bowed their heads and
worshiped. 28 The children of Israel went and
did so; as Yahweh had commanded Moses
and Aaron, so they did.

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn
29 At midnight, Yahweh struck all the

firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to
the firstborn of the captive who was in the
dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock.
30 Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and
all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and
there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was

not a house where there was not one dead.
31 He called for Moses and Aaron by night,
and said, “Rise up, get out from among my
people, both you and the children of Israel;
and go, serve Yahweh, as you have said! 32

Take both your flocks and your herds, as you
have said, and be gone; and bless me also!”

The Exodus: From Rameses to Succoth
33 The Egyptians were urgent with the

people, to send them out of the land in
haste, for they said, “We are all dead men.”
34 The people took their dough before it
was leavened, their kneading troughs being
bound up in their clothes on their shoulders.
35 The children of Israel did according to
the word of Moses; and they asked of the
Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of
gold, and clothing. 36 Yahweh gave the
people favor in the sight of the Egyptians,
so that they let them have what they asked.
They plundered the Egyptians.

37 The children of Israel traveled from
Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred
thousand on foot who were men, in addition

to children. 38 A mixed multitude went up
also with them, with flocks, herds, and even
very much livestock. 39 They baked
unleavened cakes of the dough which they
brought out of Egypt; for it wasn’t leavened,
because they were thrust out of Egypt, and
couldn’t wait, and they had not prepared
any food for themselves. 40 Now the time
that the children of Israel lived in Egypt was
four hundred thirty years. 41 At the end of
four hundred thirty years, to the day, all of
Yahweh’s armies went out from the land of
Egypt. 42 It is a night to be much observed to
Yahweh for bringing them out from the land
of Egypt. This is that night of Yahweh, to be
much observed by all the children of Israel
throughout their generations.
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Directions for the Passover
43 Yahweh said to Moses and Aaron, “This

is the ordinance of the Passover. No
foreigner shall eat of it, 44 but every man’s
servant who is bought for money, when you
have circumcised him, then shall he eat of
it. 45 A foreigner and a hired servant shall
not eat of it. 46 It must be eaten in one
house. You shall not carry any of the meat
outside of the house. Do not break any of
its bones. 47 All the congregation of Israel
shall keep it. 48 When a stranger lives as a
foreigner with you, and would like to keep

the Passover to Yahweh, let all his males
be circumcised, and then let him come near
and keep it. He shall be as one who is born in
the land; but no uncircumcised person shall
eat of it. 49 One law shall be to him who is
born at home, and to the stranger who lives
as a foreigner among you.” 50 All the children
of Israel did so. As Yahweh commanded
Moses and Aaron, so they did. 51 That same
day, Yahweh brought the children of Israel
out of the land of Egypt by their armies.

EXODUS 13

Directions for the Passover (continued)
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,

2“Sanctify to me all the firstborn, whatever
opens the womb among the children of

Israel, both of man and of animal. It is
mine.”

The Festival of Unleavened Bread
3 Moses said to the people, “Remember

this day, in which you came out of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage; for by strength
of hand Yahweh brought you out from this
place. No leavened bread shall be eaten. 4

Today you go out in the month Abib. 5 It shall
be, when Yahweh brings you into the land
of the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the
Amorite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite,
which he swore to your fathers to give you,
a land flowing with milk and honey, that
you shall keep this service in this month. 6

Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread,
and in the seventh day shall be a feast to

Yahweh. 7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten
throughout the seven days; and no leavened
bread shall be seen with you. No yeast shall
be seen with you, within all your borders. 8

You shall tell your son in that day, saying,
‘It is because of that which Yahweh did for
me when I came out of Egypt.’ 9 It shall be
for a sign to you on your hand, and for a
memorial between your eyes, that Yahweh’s
law may be in your mouth; for with a strong
hand Yahweh has brought you out of Egypt.
10 You shall therefore keep this ordinance in
its season from year to year.

The Consecration of the Firstborn
11“It shall be, when Yahweh brings you

into the land of the Canaanite, as he swore
to you and to your fathers, and will give it
to you, 12 that you shall set apart to Yahweh
all that opens the womb, and every firstborn
that comes from an animal which you have.

The males shall be Yahweh’s. 13 Every
firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with
a lamb; and if you will not redeem it, then
you shall break its neck; and you shall
redeem all the firstborn of man among your
sons. 14 It shall be, when your son asks you

Exodus 13

26 Fillmore Study Bible

https://www.truthunity.net/web/exodus#13


in time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ that
you shall tell him, ‘By strength of hand
Yahweh brought us out from Egypt, from
the house of bondage. 15 When Pharaoh
stubbornly refused to let us go, Yahweh
killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both the firstborn of man, and the firstborn

of livestock. Therefore I sacrifice to Yahweh
all that opens the womb, being males; but
all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 16 It
shall be for a sign on your hand, and for
symbols between your eyes; for by strength
of hand Yahweh brought us out of Egypt.”

The Pillars of Cloud and Fire
17 When Pharaoh had let the people go,

God didn’t lead them by the way of the
land of the Philistines, although that was
near; for God said, “Lest perhaps the people
change their minds when they see war, and
they return to Egypt”; 18 but God led the
people around by the way of the wilderness
by the Red Sea; and the children of Israel
went up armed out of the land of Egypt. 19

Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for
he had made the children of Israel swear,

saying, “God will surely visit you, and you
shall carry up my bones away from here
with you.” 20They took their journey from
Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the
edge of the wilderness. 21 Yahweh went
before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to
lead them on their way, and by night in a
pillar of fire, to give them light, that they
might go by day and by night: 22 the pillar of
cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night,
didn’t depart from before the people.

EXODUS 14

Crossing the Red Sea
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak

to the children of Israel, that they turn back
and encamp before Pihahiroth, between
Migdol and the sea, before Baal Zephon.
You shall encamp opposite it by the sea. 3

Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel,
‘They are entangled in the land. The
wilderness has shut them in.’ 4 I will harden
Pharaoh’s heart, and he will follow after
them; and I will get honor over Pharaoh, and
over all his armies; and the Egyptians shall
know that I am Yahweh.” They did so.

5 The king of Egypt was told that the
people had fled; and the heart of Pharaoh
and of his servants was changed toward the
people, and they said, “What is this we have
done, that we have let Israel go from serving
us?” 6 He prepared his chariot, and took his
army with him; 7 and he took six hundred
chosen chariots, and all the chariots of
Egypt, with captains over all of them. 8

Yahweh hardened the heart of Pharaoh king
of Egypt, and he pursued the children of

Israel; for the children of Israel went out
with a high hand.* 9 The Egyptians pursued
them. All the horses and chariots of
Pharaoh, his horsemen, and his army
overtook them encamping by the sea, beside
Pihahiroth, before Baal Zephon.

10 When Pharaoh came near, the children
of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold,
the Egyptians were marching after them;
and they were very afraid. The children of
Israel cried out to Yahweh. 11 They said to
Moses, “Because there were no graves in
Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the
wilderness? Why have you treated us this
way, to bring us out of Egypt? 12 Isn’t this
the word that we spoke to you in Egypt,
saying, ‘Leave us alone, that we may serve
the Egyptians?’ For it would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to
die in the wilderness.”

13 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of
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Yahweh, which he will work for you today;
for you will never again see the Egyptians
whom you have seen today. 14 Yahweh will
fight for you, and you shall be still.”

15 Yahweh said to Moses, “Why do you
cry to me? Speak to the children of Israel,
that they go forward. 16 Lift up your rod,
and stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it. Then the children of Israel shall go
into the middle of the sea on dry ground.
17 Behold, I myself will harden the hearts
of the Egyptians, and they will go in after
them. I will get myself honor over Pharaoh,
and over all his armies, over his chariots,
and over his horsemen. 18 The Egyptians shall
know that I am Yahweh when I have gotten
myself honor over Pharaoh, over his
chariots, and over his horsemen.” 19 The
angel of God, who went before the camp of
Israel, moved and went behind them; and
the pillar of cloud moved from before them,
and stood behind them. 20 It came between

the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel.
There was the cloud and the darkness, yet
it gave light by night. One didn’t come near
the other all night.

21 Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and Yahweh caused the sea to go back
by a strong east wind all night, and made the
sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22

The children of Israel went into the middle
of the sea on the dry ground; and the waters
were a wall to them on their right hand and
on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued, and
went in after them into the middle of the
sea: all of Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots,
and his horsemen. 24 In the morning watch,
Yahweh looked out on the Egyptian army
through the pillar of fire and of cloud, and
confused the Egyptian army. 25 He took off
their chariot wheels, and they drove them
heavily; so that the Egyptians said, “Let’s
flee from the face of Israel, for Yahweh
fights for them against the Egyptians!”

The Pursuers Drowned
26 Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out

your hand over the sea, that the waters
may come again on the Egyptians, on their
chariots, and on their horsemen.” 27 Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and
the sea returned to its strength when the
morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled
against it. Yahweh overthrew the Egyptians
in the middle of the sea. 28 The waters
returned, and covered the chariots and the
horsemen, even all Pharaoh’s army that
went in after them into the sea. There

remained not so much as one of them. 29 But
the children of Israel walked on dry land in
the middle of the sea, and the waters were a
wall to them on their right hand and on their
left. 30 Thus Yahweh saved Israel that day
out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.
31 Israel saw the great work which Yahweh
did to the Egyptians, and the people feared
Yahweh; and they believed in Yahweh and in
his servant Moses.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 14:8. or, defiantly.

EXODUS 15

The Song of Moses
1 Then Moses and the children of Israel

sang this song to Yahweh, and said,
“I will sing to Yahweh, for he has

triumphed gloriously.
He has thrown the horse and his rider
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into the sea.
2 Yah is my strength and song.

He has become my salvation.
This is my God, and I will praise him;

my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
3 Yahweh is a man of war.

Yahweh is his name.
4 He has cast Pharaoh’s chariots and his

army into the sea.
His chosen captains are sunk in the

Red Sea.
5 The deeps cover them.

They went down into the depths like
a stone.

6 Your right hand, Yahweh, is glorious in
power.

Your right hand, Yahweh, dashes the
enemy in pieces.

7 In the greatness of your excellency, you
overthrow those who rise up
against you.

You send out your wrath. It consumes
them as stubble.

8 With the blast of your nostrils, the
waters were piled up.

The floods stood upright as a heap.
The deeps were congealed in the

heart of the sea.
9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue. I will

overtake. I will divide the plunder.
My desire will be satisfied on them.
I will draw my sword. My hand will

destroy them.’
10 You blew with your wind.

The sea covered them.
They sank like lead in the mighty

waters.
11 Who is like you, Yahweh, among the

gods?
Who is like you, glorious in holiness,

fearful in praises, doing wonders?
12 You stretched out your right hand.

The earth swallowed them.
13 “You, in your loving kindness, have led

the people that you have
redeemed.

You have guided them in your
strength to your holy
habitation.

14 The peoples have heard.
They tremble.
Pangs have taken hold of the

inhabitants of Philistia.
15 Then the chiefs of Edom were

dismayed.
Trembling takes hold of the mighty

men of Moab.
All the inhabitants of Canaan have

melted away.
16 Terror and dread falls on them.

By the greatness of your arm they are
as still as a stone,

until your people pass over, Yahweh,
until the people you have purchased

pass over.
17 You will bring them in, and plant

them in the mountain of your
inheritance,

the place, Yahweh, which you have
made for yourself to dwell in:

the sanctuary, Lord, which your hands
have established.

18 Yahweh will reign forever and ever.”

19 For the horses of Pharaoh went in with
his chariots and with his horsemen into the
sea, and Yahweh brought back the waters of
the sea on them; but the children of Israel
walked on dry land in the middle of the sea.

The Song of Miriam
20 Miriam the prophetess, the sister of

Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand; and
all the women went out after her with
tambourines and with dances. 21 Miriam
answered them,

“Sing to Yahweh, for he has triumphed
gloriously.

He has thrown the horse and his rider
into the sea.”

Bitter Water Made Sweet
22 Moses led Israel onward from the Red

Sea, and they went out into the wilderness
of Shur; and they went three days in the

wilderness, and found no water. 23 When
they came to Marah, they couldn’t drink
from the waters of Marah, for they were
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bitter. Therefore its name was called
Marah.* 24 The people murmured against
Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 25

Then he cried to Yahweh. Yahweh showed
him a tree, and he threw it into the waters,
and the waters were made sweet. There he
made a statute and an ordinance for them,
and there he tested them. 26 He said, “If you
will diligently listen to Yahweh your God’s
voice, and will do that which is right in

his eyes, and will pay attention to his
commandments, and keep all his statutes, I
will put none of the diseases on you which I
have put on the Egyptians; for I am Yahweh
who heals you.”

27 They came to Elim, where there were
twelve springs of water and seventy palm
trees. They encamped there by the waters.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 15:23. Marah means bitter.

EXODUS 16

Bread from Heaven
1 They took their journey from Elim, and

all the congregation of the children of Israel
came to the wilderness of Sin, which is
between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day
of the second month after their departing
out of the land of Egypt. 2 The whole
congregation of the children of Israel
murmured against Moses and against Aaron
in the wilderness; 3 and the children of Israel
said to them, “We wish that we had died by
Yahweh’s hand in the land of Egypt, when
we sat by the meat pots, when we ate our
fill of bread, for you have brought us out
into this wilderness to kill this whole
assembly with hunger.”

4 Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Behold,
I will rain bread from the sky for you, and
the people shall go out and gather a day’s
portion every day, that I may test them,
whether they will walk in my law or not. 5

It shall come to pass on the sixth day, that
they shall prepare that which they bring in,
and it shall be twice as much as they gather
daily.”

6 Moses and Aaron said to all the children
of Israel, “At evening, you shall know that
Yahweh has brought you out from the land
of Egypt. 7 In the morning, you shall see
Yahweh’s glory; because he hears your
murmurings against Yahweh. Who are we,

that you murmur against us?” 8 Moses said,
“Now Yahweh will give you meat to eat in
the evening, and in the morning bread to
satisfy you, because Yahweh hears your
murmurings which you murmur against him.
And who are we? Your murmurings are not
against us, but against Yahweh.” 9 Moses
said to Aaron, “Tell all the congregation of
the children of Israel, ‘Come close to
Yahweh, for he has heard your
murmurings.’ ” 10 As Aaron spoke to the
whole congregation of the children of Israel,
they looked toward the wilderness, and
behold, Yahweh’s glory appeared in the
cloud. 11 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 12“I
have heard the murmurings of the children
of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘At evening
you shall eat meat, and in the morning you
shall be filled with bread. Then you will
know that I am Yahweh your God.’ ”

13 In the evening, quail came up and
covered the camp; and in the morning the
dew lay around the camp. 14 When the dew
that lay had gone, behold, on the surface
of the wilderness was a small round thing,
small as the frost on the ground. 15 When
the children of Israel saw it, they said to
one another, “What is it?” For they didn’t
know what it was. Moses said to them, “It
is the bread which Yahweh has given you
to eat. 16 This is the thing which Yahweh
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has commanded: ‘Gather of it everyone
according to his eating; an omer* a head,
according to the number of your persons,
you shall take it, every man for those who
are in his tent.’ ” 17 The children of Israel
did so, and some gathered more, some less.
18 When they measured it with an omer, he
who gathered much had nothing over, and
he who gathered little had no lack. They
each gathered according to his eating. 19

Moses said to them, “Let no one leave of it
until the morning.” 20Notwithstanding they
didn’t listen to Moses, but some of them left
of it until the morning, so it bred worms
and became foul; and Moses was angry with
them. 21 They gathered it morning by
morning, everyone according to his eating.
When the sun grew hot, it melted. 22 On
the sixth day, they gathered twice as much
bread, two omers for each one; and all the
rulers of the congregation came and told
Moses. 23 He said to them, “This is that
which Yahweh has spoken, ‘Tomorrow is a
solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to Yahweh. Bake
that which you want to bake, and boil that
which you want to boil; and all that remains
over lay up for yourselves to be kept until
the morning.’ ” 24 They laid it up until the
morning, as Moses ordered, and it didn’t
become foul, and there were no worms in
it. 25 Moses said, “Eat that today, for today
is a Sabbath to Yahweh. Today you shall
not find it in the field. 26 Six days you shall

gather it, but on the seventh day is the
Sabbath. In it there shall be none.” 27 On the
seventh day, some of the people went out
to gather, and they found none. 28 Yahweh
said to Moses, “How long do you refuse to
keep my commandments and my laws? 29

Behold, because Yahweh has given you the
Sabbath, therefore he gives you on the sixth
day the bread of two days. Everyone stay in
his place. Let no one go out of his place on
the seventh day.” 30 So the people rested on
the seventh day.

31 The house of Israel called its name
“Manna”,† and it was like coriander seed,
white; and its taste was like wafers with
honey. 32 Moses said, “This is the thing which
Yahweh has commanded, ‘Let an omer-full
of it be kept throughout your generations,
that they may see the bread with which I fed
you in the wilderness, when I brought you
out of the land of Egypt.’ ” 33 Moses said to
Aaron, “Take a pot, and put an omer-full of
manna in it, and lay it up before Yahweh,
to be kept throughout your generations.” 34

As Yahweh commanded Moses, so Aaron laid
it up before the Testimony, to be kept. 35

The children of Israel ate the manna forty
years, until they came to an inhabited land.
They ate the manna until they came to the
borders of the land of Canaan. 36Now an
omer is one tenth of an ephah.‡

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 16:16. An omer is about 2.2 liters or about 2.3 quarts.
† 16:31. “Manna” means “What is it?”.
‡ 16:36. 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel.

EXODUS 17

Life Energy from the Rock
1 All the congregation of the children of

Israel traveled from the wilderness of Sin,
starting according to Yahweh’s
commandment, and encamped in Rephidim;
but there was no water for the people to
drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with

Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.”

Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel
with me? Why do you test Yahweh?”

3 The people were thirsty for water
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there; 1 so the people murmured against
Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us
up out of Egypt, to kill us, our children, and
our livestock with thirst?”

4 Moses cried to Yahweh, saying, “What
shall I do with these people? They are almost
ready to stone me.”

5 Yahweh said to Moses, “Walk on before
the people, and take the elders of Israel
with you, and take the rod in your hand 2

with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6

Behold, I will stand before you there on the
rock in Horeb. You shall strike the rock, and
water will come out of it, that the people
may drink.” Moses did so in the sight of the
elders of Israel. 7 He called the name of the
place Massah,* and Meribah,† because the
children of Israel quarreled, and because
they tested Yahweh, saying, “Is Yahweh

among us, or not?”

1. The people were thirsty for water there. Water
is a symbol of the natural use of the universal life
energy. Scarcity of water means a failure to real-
ize this energy as indwelling. Men die of thirst more
quickly than of hunger. Those who fail to realize
that spiritual life and energy are available to them
at all times sometimes regret that they have sur-
rendered the flesh consciousness (Egypt).
2. Walk on before the people, and take the elders
of Israel with you, and take the rod in your hand.
To give the people water Moses went ahead of
them, attended by some of the elders of Israel, and
took with him his divining rod with which to smite
the rock. Why was this? The law (Moses) ideally is in
advance of the citizen's understanding and his ex-
ecution of its requirements is not perfect. Those
whose understanding is well established (the elders
of Israel) more nearly keep the law. The rod in
Moses' hand represents the intuitive power of the
law to divine the truth and release the universal en-
ergy into manifestation.

Overcoming Passions with Intellectual Light and Affirmative
Prayer

8 Then Amalek 1 came and fought with
Israel in Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua,
“Choose men for us, and go out to fight with
Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of
the hill with God’s rod in my hand.” 10 So
Joshua did as Moses had told him, and fought
with Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur
went up to the top of the hill. 11 When Moses
held up his hand, Israel prevailed. When he
let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But
Moses’ hands were heavy; so they took a
stone, and put it under him, and he sat on it.
Aaron 2 and Hur 3 held up his hands, the one
on the one side, and the other on the other
side. His hands were steady until sunset. 13

Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with
the edge of the sword. 14 Yahweh said to
Moses, “Write this for a memorial in a book,
and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: that I
will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek
from under the sky.” 15 Moses built an altar,
and called its name “Yahweh our Banner”.‡
16 He said, “Yah has sworn: ‘Yahweh will
have war with Amalek from generation to

generation.’ ”

1. Amalek. Metaphysically, Amalek is warlike,
dweller in the vale, that licks up, or consumes.
Amelek signifies lust, that base desire which, when
established in the animal forces of the subconscious
mind of man, is the begetter of destructive, re-
bellious, perverted appetites and passions. (MBD/
Amalek)
2. Aaron. Aaron, the first high priest of Israel and
the bearer of intellectual light to the Israelites,
signifies the ruling power of the intellectual con-
sciousness. (MBD/Aaron)
3. Hur. Meta. Affirmative prayer, affirmation of
Truth; a strong, cleansing, freeing, ennobling pow-
er whose activity in consciousness helps clear away
the remaining darkness and obscurity (Egypt). It al-
so aids in keeping the attention fixed on the di-
vine executive power (he helped hold up the hands
of Moses while the Israelites were fighting the
Amalekites under Joshua, and so long as Moses'
hands were held up the children of Israel pre-
vailed), that the enemies of sense may be over-
come. This thought activity that Hur signifies brings
forth other thoughts that do their part in building
up the body (tabernacle) and in overcoming the en-
emies in the land. (MBD/Hur)

Fillmore Study Bible annotations by Rev. Mark Hicks.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 17:7. Massah means testing.
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† 17:7. Meribah means quarreling.
‡ 17:15. Hebrew, Yahweh Nissi.

EXODUS 18

Jethro’s Advice
1 Now Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’

father-in-law, heard of all that God had
done for Moses and for Israel his people,
how Yahweh had brought Israel out of Egypt.
2 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, received
Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent her
away, 3 and her two sons. The name of one
son was Gershom,* for Moses said, “I have
lived as a foreigner in a foreign land”. 4 The
name of the other was Eliezer,† for he said,
“My father’s God was my help and delivered
me from Pharaoh’s sword.” 5 Jethro, Moses’
father-in-law, came with Moses’ sons and his
wife to Moses into the wilderness where he
was encamped, at the Mountain of God. 6 He
said to Moses, “I, your father-in-law Jethro,
have come to you with your wife, and her
two sons with her.”

7 Moses went out to meet his father-in-
law, and bowed and kissed him. They asked
each other of their welfare, and they came
into the tent. 8 Moses told his father-in-
law all that Yahweh had done to Pharaoh
and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all
the hardships that had come on them on
the way, and how Yahweh delivered them.
9 Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which
Yahweh had done to Israel, in that he had
delivered them out of the hand of the
Egyptians. 10 Jethro said, “Blessed be
Yahweh, who has delivered you out of the
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand
of Pharaoh; who has delivered the people
from under the hand of the Egyptians. 11 Now
I know that Yahweh is greater than all gods
because of the way that they treated people
arrogantly.” 12 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law,
took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God.
Aaron came with all the elders of Israel, to
eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before
God.

13 On the next day, Moses sat to judge the
people, and the people stood around Moses
from the morning to the evening. 14 When
Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he did to
the people, he said, “What is this thing that
you do for the people? Why do you sit alone,
and all the people stand around you from
morning to evening?”

15 Moses said to his father-in-law,
“Because the people come to me to inquire
of God. 16 When they have a matter, they
come to me, and I judge between a man
and his neighbor, and I make them know
the statutes of God, and his laws.” 17 Moses’
father-in-law said to him, “The thing that
you do is not good. 18 You will surely wear
away, both you, and this people that is with
you; for the thing is too heavy for you. You
are not able to perform it yourself alone.
19 Listen now to my voice. I will give you
counsel, and God be with you. You represent
the people before God, and bring the causes
to God. 20 You shall teach them the statutes
and the laws, and shall show them the way
in which they must walk, and the work that
they must do. 21Moreover you shall provide
out of all the people able men which fear
God: men of truth, hating unjust gain; and
place such over them, to be rulers of
thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of
fifties, and rulers of tens. 22 Let them judge
the people at all times. It shall be that every
great matter they shall bring to you, but
every small matter they shall judge
themselves. So shall it be easier for you, and
they shall share the load with you. 23 If you
will do this thing, and God commands you
so, then you will be able to endure, and all
these people also will go to their place in
peace.”

24 So Moses listened to the voice of his
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father-in-law, and did all that he had said. 25

Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and
made them heads over the people, rulers
of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of
fifties, and rulers of tens. 26 They judged the

people at all times. They brought the hard
cases to Moses, but every small matter they
judged themselves. 27 Moses let his father-
in-law depart, and he went his way into his
own land.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 18:3. “Gershom” sounds like the Hebrew for “an alien there”.
† 18:4. Eliezer means “God is my helper”. .

EXODUS 19

The Israelites Reach Mount Sinai
1 In the third month after the children of

Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on
that same day they came into the wilderness
of Sinai. 2 When they had departed from
Rephidim, and had come to the wilderness
of Sinai, they encamped in the wilderness;
and there Israel encamped before the
mountain. 3 Moses went up to God, and
Yahweh called to him out of the mountain,
saying, “This is what you shall tell the house
of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel:
4‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians,
and how I bore you on eagles’ wings, and
brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if
you will indeed obey my voice and keep
my covenant, then you shall be my own

possession from among all peoples; for all
the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These
are the words which you shall speak to the
children of Israel.”

7 Moses came and called for the elders of
the people, and set before them all these
words which Yahweh commanded him. 8 All
the people answered together, and said,
“All that Yahweh has spoken we will do.”
Moses reported the words of the people to
Yahweh. 9 Yahweh said to Moses, “Behold, I
come to you in a thick cloud, that the people
may hear when I speak with you, and may
also believe you forever.”

The People Consecrated
Moses told the words of the people to

Yahweh. 10 Yahweh said to Moses, “Go to
the people, and sanctify them today and
tomorrow, and let them wash their
garments, 11 and be ready for the third day;
for on the third day Yahweh will come down
in the sight of all the people on Mount Sinai.
12 You shall set bounds to the people all
around, saying, ‘Be careful that you don’t go
up onto the mountain, or touch its border.
Whoever touches the mountain shall be
surely put to death. 13 No hand shall touch
him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot
through; whether it is animal or man, he
shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds

long, they shall come up to the mountain.”

14 Moses went down from the mountain to
the people, and sanctified the people; and
they washed their clothes. 15 He said to the
people, “Be ready by the third day. Don’t
have sexual relations with a woman.”

16 On the third day, when it was morning,
there were thunders and lightnings, and a
thick cloud on the mountain, and the sound
of an exceedingly loud trumpet; and all the
people who were in the camp trembled. 17

Moses led the people out of the camp to
meet God; and they stood at the lower part
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of the mountain. 18 All of Mount Sinai
smoked, because Yahweh descended on it in
fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke
of a furnace, and the whole mountain
quaked greatly. 19 When the sound of the
trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses
spoke, and God answered him by a voice. 20

Yahweh came down on Mount Sinai, to the
top of the mountain. Yahweh called Moses
to the top of the mountain, and Moses went
up.

21 Yahweh said to Moses, “Go down, warn
the people, lest they break through to
Yahweh to gaze, and many of them perish.
22Let the priests also, who come near to

Yahweh, sanctify themselves, lest Yahweh
break out on them.”

23 Moses said to Yahweh, “The people
can’t come up to Mount Sinai, for you
warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the
mountain, and sanctify it.’ ”

24 Yahweh said to him, “Go down! You
shall bring Aaron up with you, but don’t let
the priests and the people break through
to come up to Yahweh, lest he break out
against them.”

25 So Moses went down to the people, and
told them.

EXODUS 20

The Ten Commandments
1 God* spoke all these words, saying, 2“I

am Yahweh your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.

3“You shall have no other gods before
me.

4“You shall not make for yourselves an
idol, nor any image of anything that is in
the heavens above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth: 5 you shall not bow yourself down to
them, nor serve them, for I, Yahweh your
God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children, on the third
and on the fourth generation of those who
hate me, 6 and showing loving kindness to
thousands of those who love me and keep
my commandments.

7“You shall not misuse the name of
Yahweh your God,† for Yahweh will not hold
him guiltless who misuses his name.

8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep
it holy. 9 You shall labor six days, and do
all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a
Sabbath to Yahweh your God. You shall not

do any work in it, you, nor your son, nor
your daughter, your male servant, nor your
female servant, nor your livestock, nor your
stranger who is within your gates; 11 for in
six days Yahweh made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that is in them, and rested the
seventh day; therefore Yahweh blessed the
Sabbath day, and made it holy.

12“Honor your father and your mother,
that your days may be long in the land which
Yahweh your God gives you.

13“You shall not murder.

14“You shall not commit adultery.

15“You shall not steal.

16“You shall not give false testimony
against your neighbor.

17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s
house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, nor his male servant, nor his female
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor
anything that is your neighbor’s.”

18 All the people perceived the
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thunderings, the lightnings, the sound of the
trumpet, and the mountain smoking. When
the people saw it, they trembled, and
stayed at a distance. 19 They said to Moses,
“Speak with us yourself, and we will listen;
but don’t let God speak with us, lest we
die.”

20 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid, for God has come to test you, and
that his fear may be before you, that you
won’t sin.” 21 The people stayed at a
distance, and Moses came near to the thick
darkness where God was.

The Law concerning the Altar
22 Yahweh said to Moses, “This is what

you shall tell the children of Israel: ‘You
yourselves have seen that I have talked with
you from heaven. 23 You shall most certainly
not make gods of silver or gods of gold for
yourselves to be alongside me. 24 You shall
make an altar of earth for me, and shall
sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your

peace offerings, your sheep and your cattle.
In every place where I record my name I will
come to you and I will bless you. 25 If you
make me an altar of stone, you shall not
build it of cut stones; for if you lift up your
tool on it, you have polluted it. 26 You shall
not go up by steps to my altar, that your
nakedness may not be exposed to it.’

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 20:1. After “God”, the Hebrew has the two letters “Aleph Tav” (the first and last letters
of the Hebrew alphabet), not as a word, but as a grammatical marker.

† 20:7. or, You shall not take the name of Yahweh your God in vain.

EXODUS 21

The Law concerning Slaves
1“Now these are the ordinances which

you shall set before them:

2“If you buy a Hebrew servant, he shall
serve six years, and in the seventh he shall
go out free without paying anything. 3 If
he comes in by himself, he shall go out by
himself. If he is married, then his wife shall
go out with him. 4 If his master gives him a
wife and she bears him sons or daughters,
the wife and her children shall be her
master’s, and he shall go out by himself. 5

But if the servant shall plainly say, ‘I love
my master, my wife, and my children. I will
not go out free;’ 6 then his master shall bring
him to God, and shall bring him to the door
or to the doorpost, and his master shall bore

his ear through with an awl, and he shall
serve him forever.

7“If a man sells his daughter to be a
female servant, she shall not go out as the
male servants do. 8 If she doesn’t please
her master, who has married her to himself,
then he shall let her be redeemed. He shall
have no right to sell her to a foreign people,
since he has dealt deceitfully with her. 9 If
he marries her to his son, he shall deal with
her as a daughter. 10 If he takes another wife
to himself, he shall not diminish her food,
her clothing, and her marital rights. 11 If he
doesn’t do these three things for her, she
may go free without paying any money.
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The Law concerning Violence
12“One who strikes a man so that he dies

shall surely be put to death, 13 but not if it is
unintentional, but God allows it to happen;
then I will appoint you a place where he
shall flee. 14 If a man schemes and comes
presumptuously on his neighbor to kill him,
you shall take him from my altar, that he
may die.

15“Anyone who attacks his father or his
mother shall be surely put to death.

16“Anyone who kidnaps someone and sells
him, or if he is found in his hand, he shall
surely be put to death.

17“Anyone who curses his father or his
mother shall surely be put to death.

18“If men quarrel and one strikes the
other with a stone, or with his fist, and he
doesn’t die, but is confined to bed; 19 if he
rises again and walks around with his staff,
then he who struck him shall be cleared;
only he shall pay for the loss of his time,
and shall provide for his healing until he is

thoroughly healed.

20“If a man strikes his servant or his maid
with a rod, and he dies under his hand,
the man shall surely be punished.
21Notwithstanding, if his servant gets up
after a day or two, he shall not be punished,
for the servant is his property.

22“If men fight and hurt a pregnant
woman so that she gives birth prematurely,
and yet no harm follows, he shall be surely
fined as much as the woman’s husband
demands and the judges allow. 23 But if any
harm follows, then you must take life for
life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot, 25burning for burning,
wound for wound, and bruise for bruise.

26“If a man strikes his servant’s eye, or
his maid’s eye, and destroys it, he shall let
him go free for his eye’s sake. 27 If he strikes
out his male servant’s tooth, or his female
servant’s tooth, he shall let the servant go
free for his tooth’s sake.

Laws concerning Property
28“If a bull gores a man or a woman to

death, the bull shall surely be stoned, and
its meat shall not be eaten; but the owner
of the bull shall not be held responsible.
29 But if the bull had a habit of goring in
the past, and this has been testified to its
owner, and he has not kept it in, but it has
killed a man or a woman, the bull shall be
stoned, and its owner shall also be put to
death. 30 If a ransom is imposed on him,
then he shall give for the redemption of
his life whatever is imposed. 31 Whether it
has gored a son or has gored a daughter,
according to this judgment it shall be done
to him. 32 If the bull gores a male servant
or a female servant, thirty shekels* of silver
shall be given to their master, and the ox

shall be stoned.

33“If a man opens a pit, or if a man digs
a pit and doesn’t cover it, and a bull or a
donkey falls into it, 34 the owner of the pit
shall make it good. He shall give money to
its owner, and the dead animal shall be his.

35“If one man’s bull injures another’s, so
that it dies, then they shall sell the live
bull, and divide its price; and they shall also
divide the dead animal. 36 Or if it is known
that the bull was in the habit of goring in
the past, and its owner has not kept it in, he
shall surely pay bull for bull, and the dead
animal shall be his own.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 21:32. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 30 shekels is about 300 grams
or about 10.6 ounces.
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EXODUS 22

Laws of Restitution
1“If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and

kills it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen
for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. 2 If
the thief is found breaking in, and is struck
so that he dies, there shall be no guilt of
bloodshed for him. 3 If the sun has risen on
him, he is guilty of bloodshed. He shall make
restitution. If he has nothing, then he shall
be sold for his theft. 4 If the stolen property
is found in his hand alive, whether it is ox,
donkey, or sheep, he shall pay double.

5“If a man causes a field or vineyard to
be eaten by letting his animal loose, and it
grazes in another man’s field, he shall make
restitution from the best of his own field,
and from the best of his own vineyard.

6“If fire breaks out, and catches in thorns
so that the shocks of grain, or the standing
grain, or the field are consumed; he who
kindled the fire shall surely make
restitution.

7“If a man delivers to his neighbor money
or stuff to keep, and it is stolen out of the
man’s house, if the thief is found, he shall
pay double. 8 If the thief isn’t found, then
the master of the house shall come near to

God, to find out whether or not he has put
his hand on his neighbor’s goods. 9 For every
matter of trespass, whether it is for ox, for
donkey, for sheep, for clothing, or for any
kind of lost thing, about which one says,
‘This is mine,’ the cause of both parties shall
come before God. He whom God condemns
shall pay double to his neighbor.

10“If a man delivers to his neighbor a
donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal to
keep, and it dies or is injured, or driven
away, no man seeing it; 11 the oath of
Yahweh shall be between them both, he has
not put his hand on his neighbor’s goods;
and its owner shall accept it, and he shall
not make restitution. 12 But if it is stolen
from him, the one who stole shall make
restitution to its owner. 13 If it is torn in
pieces, let him bring it for evidence. He
shall not make good that which was torn.

14“If a man borrows anything of his
neighbor’s, and it is injured, or dies, its
owner not being with it, he shall surely make
restitution. 15 If its owner is with it, he shall
not make it good. If it is a leased thing, it
came for its lease.

Social and Religious Laws
16“If a man entices a virgin who isn’t

pledged to be married, and lies with her, he
shall surely pay a dowry for her to be his
wife. 17If her father utterly refuses to give
her to him, he shall pay money according to
the dowry of virgins.

18“You shall not allow a sorceress to live.

19“Whoever has sex with an animal shall
surely be put to death.

20“He who sacrifices to any god, except to
Yahweh only, shall be utterly destroyed.

21“You shall not wrong an alien or oppress
him, for you were aliens in the land of
Egypt.

22“You shall not take advantage of any
widow or fatherless child. 23 If you take
advantage of them at all, and they cry at all
to me, I will surely hear their cry; 24 and my
wrath will grow hot, and I will kill you with
the sword; and your wives shall be widows,
and your children fatherless.

25“If you lend money to any of my people
with you who is poor, you shall not be to
him as a creditor. You shall not charge him
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interest. 26 If you take your neighbor’s
garment as collateral, you shall restore it to
him before the sun goes down, 27 for that is
his only covering, it is his garment for his
skin. What would he sleep in? It will happen,
when he cries to me, that I will hear, for I
am gracious.

28“You shall not blaspheme God, nor
curse a ruler of your people.

29“You shall not delay to offer from your
harvest and from the outflow of your

presses.

“You shall give the firstborn of your sons
to me. 30 You shall do likewise with your
cattle and with your sheep. It shall be with
its mother seven days, then on the eighth
day you shall give it to me.

31“You shall be holy men to me, therefore
you shall not eat any meat that is torn by
animals in the field. You shall cast it to the
dogs.

EXODUS 23

Justice for All
1“You shall not spread a false report.

Don’t join your hand with the wicked to be
a malicious witness.

2“You shall not follow a crowd to do evil.
You shall not testify in court to side with a
multitude to pervert justice. 3 You shall not
favor a poor man in his cause.

4“If you meet your enemy’s ox or his
donkey going astray, you shall surely bring it
back to him again. 5 If you see the donkey
of him who hates you fallen down under his
burden, don’t leave him. You shall surely
help him with it.

6“You shall not deny justice to your poor
people in their lawsuits.

7“Keep far from a false charge, and don’t
kill the innocent and righteous; for I will not
justify the wicked.

8“You shall take no bribe, for a bribe
blinds those who have sight and perverts the
words of the righteous.

9“You shall not oppress an alien, for you
know the heart of an alien, since you were
aliens in the land of Egypt.

Sabbatical Year and Sabbath
10“For six years you shall sow your land,

and shall gather in its increase, 11 but the
seventh year you shall let it rest and lie
fallow, that the poor of your people may
eat; and what they leave the animal of the
field shall eat. In the same way, you shall
deal with your vineyard and with your olive
grove.

12“Six days you shall do your work, and

on the seventh day you shall rest, that your
ox and your donkey may have rest, and the
son of your servant, and the alien may be
refreshed.

13“Be careful to do all things that I have
said to you; and don’t invoke the name of
other gods or even let them be heard out of
your mouth.
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The Annual Festivals
14“You shall observe a feast to me three

times a year. 15 You shall observe the feast
of unleavened bread. Seven days you shall
eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you,
at the time appointed in the month Abib
(for in it you came out of Egypt), and no
one shall appear before me empty. 16 And
the feast of harvest, the first fruits of your
labors, which you sow in the field; and the
feast of ingathering, at the end of the year,
when you gather in your labors out of the
field. 17 Three times in the year all your
males shall appear before the Lord Yahweh.

18“You shall not offer the blood of my
sacrifice with leavened bread. The fat of
my feast shall not remain all night until the
morning.

19 You shall bring the first of the first
fruits of your ground into the house of
Yahweh your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its
mother’s milk.

The Conquest of Canaan Promised
20“Behold, I send an angel before you,

to keep you by the way, and to bring you
into the place which I have prepared. 21 Pay
attention to him, and listen to his voice.
Don’t provoke him, for he will not pardon
your disobedience, for my name is in him.
22 But if you indeed listen to his voice, and
do all that I speak, then I will be an enemy
to your enemies, and an adversary to your
adversaries. 23 For my angel shall go before
you, and bring you in to the Amorite, the
Hittite, the Perizzite, the Canaanite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite; and I will cut them
off. 24 You shall not bow down to their gods,
nor serve them, nor follow their practices,
but you shall utterly overthrow them and
demolish their pillars. 25 You shall serve
Yahweh your God, and he will bless your
bread and your water, and I will take
sickness away from among you. 26 No one
will miscarry or be barren in your land. I will
fulfill the number of your days. 27 I will send

my terror before you, and will confuse all
the people to whom you come, and I will
make all your enemies turn their backs to
you. 28 I will send the hornet before you,
which will drive out the Hivite, the
Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before you.
29 I will not drive them out from before you
in one year, lest the land become desolate,
and the animals of the field multiply against
you. 30 Little by little I will drive them out
from before you, until you have increased
and inherit the land. 31 I will set your border
from the Red Sea even to the sea of the
Philistines, and from the wilderness to the
River; for I will deliver the inhabitants of
the land into your hand, and you shall drive
them out before you. 32 You shall make no
covenant with them, nor with their gods. 33

They shall not dwell in your land, lest they
make you sin against me, for if you serve
their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”

EXODUS 24

Solitude and Spiritual Principle
1 He said to Moses, “Come up to Yahweh,

you, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship
from a distance. 2 Moses alone shall come

near to Yahweh, but they shall not come
near. The people shall not go up with
him.” 1
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3 Moses came and told the people all
Yahweh’s words, and all the ordinances; and
all the people answered with one voice, and
said, “All the words which Yahweh has
spoken will we do.”

4 Moses wrote all Yahweh’s words, then
rose up early in the morning and built an
altar at the base of the mountain, 2 with
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel.
5 He sent young men of the children of
Israel, who offered burnt offerings and
sacrificed peace offerings of cattle to
Yahweh. 6 Moses took half of the blood and
put it in basins, and half of the blood he
sprinkled on the altar. 7 He took the book of
the covenant and read it in the hearing of
the people, and they said, “We will do all
that Yahweh has said, and be obedient.”

8 Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it

on the people, 3 and said, “Look, this is the
blood of the covenant, which Yahweh has
made with you concerning all these words.”

1. The people shall not go up with him. Horeb
[the mountain of Sinai] means solitude, that is, we
have to go into the solitude of the within and lead
our flock of thoughts to the back of the wilder-
ness, where dwells the exalted One, the divine I
AM, whose kingdom is good judgment. There we are
in training forty years, or until we arrive at a four-
sided or balanced state of mind. (MBD/Moses)
2. built an altar at the base of the mountain, with
twelve pillars. The altar under the mount symbol-
izes the place in consciousness where man is willing
to give up the lower to the higher, the personal to
the impersonal. The twelve pillars are man’s twelve
faculties.
3. Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the
people. Expresses a spiritual principle that has
been introduced into the race mind through the pu-
rified Jesus. (RW/blood)

A Communion of Silence and Light 1

9 Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel went up. 10

They saw the God of Israel. Under his feet
was like a paved work of sapphire* stone,
like the skies for clearness. 11 He didn’t lay
his hand on the nobles of the children of
Israel. They saw God, and ate and drank.

12 Yahweh said to Moses, “Come up to me
on the mountain, and stay here, and I will
give you the stone tablets with the law and
the commands that I have written, that you
may teach them.”

13 Moses rose up with Joshua, 2 his
servant, and Moses went up onto God’s
Mountain. 14 He said to the elders, “Wait
here for us, until we come again to you.
Behold, Aaron and Hur are with you.
Whoever is involved in a dispute can go to
them.”

15 Moses went up on the mountain, and
the cloud covered the mountain. 16 Yahweh’s
glory 3 settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days. The seventh day he

called to Moses out of the middle of the
cloud. 17 The appearance of Yahweh’s glory
was like devouring fire on the top of the
mountain in the eyes of the children of
Israel. 18 Moses entered into the middle of
the cloud, 4 and went up on the mountain;
and Moses was on the mountain forty days
and forty nights.

1. See Matthew 17:1-9
2. Joshua. Joshua means Jah is savior, Jehovah is
deliverer. In the Hebrew the name is identical with
the name Jesus. Both of these names are derived
from the word Jehovah, meaning "I AM THAT I AM."
The only difference between Joshua and Jesus is
the extent of conscious realization of identity with
the I AM. (MBD/Joshua)
3. glory. Realization of divine unity; the blending
and merging of man's mind with God-Mind. (RW/
glory)
4. Moses entered into the middle of the cloud. In
our communion in the silence with the light within
us, the bondage of the higher to the lower is made
clear to us and the true way of release is indicat-
ed. We see the possibilities of man, and the good-
ness of that Promised Land to which we can raise
our thought. (MBD/Moses)

Fillmore Study Bible annotations by Rev. Mark Hicks.

World English Bible Footnotes:
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* 24:10. or, lapis lazuli.

EXODUS 25

Offerings for the Tabernacle
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak

to the children of Israel, that they take an
offering for me. From everyone whose heart
makes him willing you shall take my
offering. 3 This is the offering which you
shall take from them: gold, silver, bronze,
4 blue, purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’
hair, 5rams’ skins dyed red, sea cow hides,*
acacia wood, 6 oil for the light, spices for

the anointing oil and for the sweet incense,
7 onyx stones, and stones to be set for the
ephod and for the breastplate. 8Let them
make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell
among them. 9According to all that I show
you, the pattern of the tabernacle, and the
pattern of all of its furniture, even so you
shall make it.

The Ark of the Covenant
10“They shall make an ark of acacia wood.

Its length shall be two and a half cubits,† its
width a cubit and a half, and a cubit and a
half its height. 11 You shall overlay it with
pure gold. You shall overlay it inside and
outside, and you shall make a gold molding
around it. 12 You shall cast four rings of
gold for it, and put them in its four feet.
Two rings shall be on the one side of it,
and two rings on the other side of it. 13

You shall make poles of acacia wood, and
overlay them with gold. 14 You shall put the
poles into the rings on the sides of the ark
to carry the ark. 15 The poles shall be in
the rings of the ark. They shall not be taken
from it. 16 You shall put the covenant which
I shall give you into the ark. 17 You shall
make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two and a
half cubits shall be its length, and a cubit

and a half its width. 18 You shall make two
cherubim of hammered gold. You shall make
them at the two ends of the mercy seat. 19

Make one cherub at the one end, and one
cherub at the other end. You shall make
the cherubim on its two ends of one piece
with the mercy seat. 20 The cherubim shall
spread out their wings upward, covering the
mercy seat with their wings, with their faces
toward one another. The faces of the
cherubim shall be toward the mercy seat.
21 You shall put the mercy seat on top of
the ark, and in the ark you shall put the
covenant that I will give you. 22 There I will
meet with you, and I will tell you from above
the mercy seat, from between the two
cherubim which are on the ark of the
covenant, all that I command you for the
children of Israel.

The Table for the Bread of the Presence
23“You shall make a table of acacia wood.

Its length shall be two cubits, and its width
a cubit, and its height one and a half cubits.
24 You shall overlay it with pure gold, and
make a gold molding around it. 25 You shall
make a rim of a hand width around it. You
shall make a golden molding on its rim
around it. 26 You shall make four rings of gold

for it, and put the rings in the four corners
that are on its four feet. 27 The rings shall be
close to the rim, for places for the poles to
carry the table. 28 You shall make the poles
of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold,
that the table may be carried with them.
29 You shall make its dishes, its spoons, its
ladles, and its bowls with which to pour out
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offerings. You shall make them of pure gold.
30 You shall set bread of the presence on the

table before me always.

The Lampstand
31“You shall make a lamp stand of pure

gold. The lamp stand shall be made of
hammered work. Its base, its shaft, its cups,
its buds, and its flowers shall be of one piece
with it. 32There shall be six branches going
out of its sides: three branches of the lamp
stand out of its one side, and three branches
of the lamp stand out of its other side; 33

three cups made like almond blossoms in
one branch, a bud and a flower; and three
cups made like almond blossoms in the other
branch, a bud and a flower, so for the six
branches going out of the lamp stand; 34

and in the lamp stand four cups made like
almond blossoms, its buds and its flowers; 35

and a bud under two branches of one piece
with it, and a bud under two branches of one
piece with it, and a bud under two branches
of one piece with it, for the six branches
going out of the lamp stand. 36 Their buds
and their branches shall be of one piece
with it, all of it one beaten work of pure
gold. 37 You shall make its lamps seven, and
they shall light its lamps to give light to
the space in front of it. 38Its snuffers and
its snuff dishes shall be of pure gold. 39 It
shall be made of a talent‡ of pure gold, with
all these accessories. 40 See that you make
them after their pattern, which has been
shown to you on the mountain.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 25:5. or, fine leather.
† 25:10. A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s

arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
‡ 25:39. A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces.

EXODUS 26

The Tabernacle
1“Moreover you shall make the

tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined
linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet,
with cherubim. You shall make them with
the work of a skillful workman. 2 The length
of each curtain shall be twenty-eight
cubits,* and the width of each curtain four
cubits: all the curtains shall have one
measure. 3 Five curtains shall be coupled
together to one another, and the other five
curtains shall be coupled to one another. 4

You shall make loops of blue on the edge
of the one curtain from the edge in the
coupling, and you shall do likewise on the
edge of the curtain that is outermost in the
second coupling. 5 You shall make fifty loops
in the one curtain, and you shall make fifty

loops in the edge of the curtain that is in the
second coupling. The loops shall be opposite
one another. 6 You shall make fifty clasps of
gold, and couple the curtains to one another
with the clasps. The tabernacle shall be a
unit.

7“You shall make curtains of goats’ hair
for a covering over the tabernacle. You shall
make eleven curtains. 8 The length of each
curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the width
of each curtain four cubits: the eleven
curtains shall have one measure. 9 You shall
couple five curtains by themselves, and six
curtains by themselves, and shall double
over the sixth curtain in the forefront of the
tent. 10 You shall make fifty loops on the
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edge of the one curtain that is outermost in
the coupling, and fifty loops on the edge of
the curtain which is outermost in the second
coupling. 11 You shall make fifty clasps of
bronze, and put the clasps into the loops,
and couple the tent together, that it may
be one. 12 The overhanging part that remains
of the curtains of the tent—the half curtain
that remains—shall hang over the back of

the tabernacle. 13 The cubit on the one side
and the cubit on the other side, of that
which remains in the length of the curtains
of the tent, shall hang over the sides of the
tabernacle on this side and on that side, to
cover it. 14 You shall make a covering for the
tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a covering
of sea cow hides above.

The Framework
15“You shall make the boards for the

tabernacle of acacia wood, standing upright.
16 Ten cubits shall be the length of a board,
and one and a half cubits the width of each
board. 17 There shall be two tenons in each
board, joined to one another: thus you shall
make for all the boards of the tabernacle.
18 You shall make twenty boards for the
tabernacle, for the south side southward. 19

You shall make forty sockets of silver under
the twenty boards; two sockets under one
board for its two tenons, and two sockets
under another board for its two tenons. 20

For the second side of the tabernacle, on
the north side, twenty boards, 21 and their
forty sockets of silver; two sockets under
one board, and two sockets under another
board. 22 For the far side of the tabernacle
westward you shall make six boards. 23 You
shall make two boards for the corners of
the tabernacle in the far side. 24 They shall

be double beneath, and in the same way
they shall be whole to its top to one ring:
thus shall it be for them both; they shall be
for the two corners. 25 There shall be eight
boards, and their sockets of silver, sixteen
sockets; two sockets under one board, and
two sockets under another board.

26“You shall make bars of acacia wood:
five for the boards of the one side of the
tabernacle, 27 and five bars for the boards
of the other side of the tabernacle, and
five bars for the boards of the side of the
tabernacle, for the far side westward. 28 The
middle bar in the middle of the boards shall
pass through from end to end. 29 You shall
overlay the boards with gold, and make their
rings of gold for places for the bars. You
shall overlay the bars with gold. 30 You shall
set up the tabernacle according to the way
that it was shown to you on the mountain.

The Curtain
31“You shall make a veil of blue, and

purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen,
with cherubim. It shall be the work of a
skillful workman. 32 You shall hang it on four
pillars of acacia overlaid with gold; their
hooks shall be of gold, on four sockets of
silver. 33 You shall hang up the veil under
the clasps, and shall bring the ark of the
covenant in there within the veil. The veil
shall separate the holy place from the most
holy for you. 34 You shall put the mercy seat
on the ark of the covenant in the most holy
place. 35 You shall set the table outside the

veil, and the lamp stand opposite the table
on the side of the tabernacle toward the
south. You shall put the table on the north
side.

36“You shall make a screen for the door of
the Tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet,
and fine twined linen, the work of the
embroiderer. 37 You shall make for the
screen five pillars of acacia, and overlay
them with gold. Their hooks shall be of gold.
You shall cast five sockets of bronze for
them.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 26:2. A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm,
or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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EXODUS 27

The Altar of Burnt Offering
1“You shall make the altar of acacia

wood, five cubits* long, and five cubits
wide. The altar shall be square. Its height
shall be three cubits.† 2 You shall make its
horns on its four corners. Its horns shall be
of one piece with it. You shall overlay it with
bronze. 3 You shall make its pots to take
away its ashes; and its shovels, its basins,
its meat hooks, and its fire pans. You shall
make all its vessels of bronze. 4 You shall
make a grating for it of network of bronze.

On the net you shall make four bronze rings
in its four corners. 5 You shall put it under
the ledge around the altar beneath, that
the net may reach halfway up the altar. 6

You shall make poles for the altar, poles of
acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze.
7 Its poles shall be put into the rings, and
the poles shall be on the two sides of the
altar when carrying it. 8 You shall make it
hollow with planks. They shall make it as it
has been shown you on the mountain.

The Court and Its Hangings
9“You shall make the court of the

tabernacle: for the south side southward
there shall be hangings for the court of fine
twined linen one hundred cubits long for
one side. 10Its pillars shall be twenty, and
their sockets twenty, of bronze. The hooks
of the pillars and their fillets shall be of
silver. 11 Likewise for the length of the north
side, there shall be hangings one hundred
cubits long, and its pillars twenty, and their
sockets twenty, of bronze; the hooks of the
pillars, and their fillets, of silver. 12For the
width of the court on the west side shall
be hangings of fifty cubits; their pillars ten,
and their sockets ten. 13 The width of the
court on the east side eastward shall be
fifty cubits. 14 The hangings for the one side
of the gate shall be fifteen cubits; their

pillars three, and their sockets three. 15 For
the other side shall be hangings of fifteen
cubits; their pillars three, and their sockets
three. 16 For the gate of the court shall be a
screen of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple,
and scarlet, and fine twined linen, the work
of the embroiderer; their pillars four, and
their sockets four. 17 All the pillars of the
court around shall be filleted with silver;
their hooks of silver, and their sockets of
bronze. 18 The length of the court shall be
one hundred cubits, and the width fifty
throughout, and the height five cubits, of
fine twined linen, and their sockets of
bronze. 19 All the instruments of the
tabernacle in all its service, and all its pins,
and all the pins of the court, shall be of
bronze.

The Oil for the Lamp
20“You shall command the children of

Israel, that they bring to you pure olive oil
beaten for the light, to cause a lamp to
burn continually. 21 In the Tent of Meeting,
outside the veil which is before the

covenant, Aaron and his sons shall keep it
in order from evening to morning before
Yahweh: it shall be a statute forever
throughout their generations on the behalf
of the children of Israel.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 27:1. A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm,
or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.

† 27:1. The altar was to be about 2.3×2.3×1.4 meters or about 7½×7½×4½ feet.
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EXODUS 28

Vestments for the Priesthood
1“Bring Aaron your brother, and his sons

with him, near to you from among the
children of Israel, that he may minister to
me in the priest’s office: Aaron, with Nadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons.
2 You shall make holy garments for Aaron
your brother, for glory and for beauty. 3

You shall speak to all who are wise-hearted,
whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom,
that they make Aaron’s garments to sanctify

him, that he may minister to me in the
priest’s office. 4 These are the garments
which they shall make: a breastplate, an
ephod, a robe, a fitted tunic, a turban, and
a sash. They shall make holy garments for
Aaron your brother and his sons, that he may
minister to me in the priest’s office. 5 They
shall use the gold, and the blue, and the
purple, and the scarlet, and the fine linen.

The Ephod
6“They shall make the ephod of gold,

blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen,
the work of the skillful workman. 7 It shall
have two shoulder straps joined to the two
ends of it, that it may be joined together.
8 The skillfully woven band, which is on it,
shall be like its work and of the same piece;
of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine
twined linen. 9 You shall take two onyx
stones, and engrave on them the names of
the children of Israel. 10 Six of their names
on the one stone, and the names of the
six that remain on the other stone, in the
order of their birth. 11 With the work of an

engraver in stone, like the engravings of a
signet, you shall engrave the two stones,
according to the names of the children of
Israel. You shall make them to be enclosed
in settings of gold. 12 You shall put the two
stones on the shoulder straps of the ephod,
to be stones of memorial for the children of
Israel. Aaron shall bear their names before
Yahweh on his two shoulders for a memorial.
13 You shall make settings of gold, 14 and two
chains of pure gold; you shall make them
like cords of braided work. You shall put the
braided chains on the settings.

The Breastplate
15“You shall make a breastplate of

judgment, the work of the skillful workman;
like the work of the ephod you shall make
it; of gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet,
and fine twined linen, you shall make it. 16

It shall be square and folded double; a span*
shall be its length, and a span its width.
17You shall set in it settings of stones, four
rows of stones: a row of ruby, topaz, and
beryl shall be the first row; 18 and the second
row a turquoise, a sapphire,† and an
emerald; 19 and the third row a jacinth, an
agate, and an amethyst; 20 and the fourth
row a chrysolite, an onyx, and a jasper. They
shall be enclosed in gold in their settings. 21

The stones shall be according to the names

of the children of Israel, twelve, according
to their names; like the engravings of a
signet, everyone according to his name, they
shall be for the twelve tribes. 22 You shall
make on the breastplate chains like cords,
of braided work of pure gold. 23 You shall
make on the breastplate two rings of gold,
and shall put the two rings on the two ends
of the breastplate. 24 You shall put the two
braided chains of gold in the two rings at
the ends of the breastplate. 25 The other two
ends of the two braided chains you shall put
on the two settings, and put them on the
shoulder straps of the ephod in its forepart.
26 You shall make two rings of gold, and
you shall put them on the two ends of the
breastplate, on its edge, which is toward
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the side of the ephod inward. 27 You shall
make two rings of gold, and shall put them
on the two shoulder straps of the ephod
underneath, in its forepart, close by its
coupling, above the skillfully woven band of
the ephod. 28 They shall bind the breastplate
by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a
lace of blue, that it may be on the skillfully
woven band of the ephod, and that the
breastplate may not swing out from the
ephod. 29 Aaron shall bear the names of the

children of Israel in the breastplate of
judgment on his heart, when he goes in to
the holy place, for a memorial before
Yahweh continually. 30 You shall put in the
breastplate of judgment the Urim and the
Thummim; and they shall be on Aaron’s
heart, when he goes in before Yahweh.
Aaron shall bear the judgment of the
children of Israel on his heart before Yahweh
continually.

Other Priestly Vestments
31“You shall make the robe of the ephod

all of blue. 32 It shall have a hole for the
head in the middle of it. It shall have a
binding of woven work around its hole, as
it were the hole of a coat of mail, that it
not be torn. 33 On its hem you shall make
pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and
of scarlet, all around its hem; with bells of
gold between and around them: 34 a golden
bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a
pomegranate, around the hem of the robe.
35 It shall be on Aaron to minister: and its
sound shall be heard when he goes in to
the holy place before Yahweh, and when he
comes out, that he not die.

36“You shall make a plate of pure gold,
and engrave on it, like the engravings of a
signet, ‘HOLY TO YAHWEH.’ 37 You shall put
it on a lace of blue, and it shall be on the
sash. It shall be on the front of the sash. 38

It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron
shall bear the iniquity of the holy things,
which the children of Israel shall make holy

in all their holy gifts; and it shall be always
on his forehead, that they may be accepted
before Yahweh. 39 You shall weave the tunic
with fine linen. You shall make a turban of
fine linen. You shall make a sash, the work
of the embroiderer.

40“You shall make tunics for Aaron’s sons.
You shall make sashes for them. You shall
make headbands for them, for glory and for
beauty. 41 You shall put them on Aaron your
brother, and on his sons with him, and shall
anoint them, and consecrate them, and
sanctify them, that they may minister to
me in the priest’s office. 42 You shall make
them linen pants to cover their naked flesh.
They shall reach from the waist even to the
thighs. 43 They shall be on Aaron and on
his sons, when they go in to the Tent of
Meeting, or when they come near to the
altar to minister in the holy place, that they
don’t bear iniquity, and die. This shall be a
statute forever to him and to his offspring
after him.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 28:16. A span is the length from the tip of a man’s thumb to the tip of his little finger
when his hand is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.).

† 28:18. or, lapis lazuli .
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EXODUS 29

The Ordination of the Priests
1“This is the thing that you shall do to

them to make them holy, to minister to me
in the priest’s office: take one young bull
and two rams without defect, 2 unleavened
bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and
unleavened wafers anointed with oil. You
shall make them of fine wheat flour. 3 You
shall put them into one basket, and bring
them in the basket, with the bull and the
two rams. 4 You shall bring Aaron and his
sons to the door of the Tent of Meeting,
and shall wash them with water. 5 You shall
take the garments, and put on Aaron the
tunic, the robe of the ephod, the ephod,
and the breastplate, and clothe him with the
skillfully woven band of the ephod. 6 You
shall set the turban on his head, and put
the holy crown on the turban. 7 Then you
shall take the anointing oil, and pour it on
his head, and anoint him. 8 You shall bring
his sons, and put tunics on them. 9 You shall
clothe them with belts, Aaron and his sons,
and bind headbands on them. They shall
have the priesthood by a perpetual statute.
You shall consecrate Aaron and his sons.

10“You shall bring the bull before the
Tent of Meeting; and Aaron and his sons shall
lay their hands on the head of the bull. 11

You shall kill the bull before Yahweh at the
door of the Tent of Meeting. 12 You shall take
of the blood of the bull, and put it on the
horns of the altar with your finger; and you
shall pour out all the blood at the base of
the altar. 13 You shall take all the fat that
covers the innards, the cover of the liver,
the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them,
and burn them on the altar. 14 But the meat
of the bull, and its skin, and its dung, you
shall burn with fire outside of the camp. It is
a sin offering.

15“You shall also take the one ram, and
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on
the head of the ram. 16 You shall kill the
ram, and you shall take its blood, and
sprinkle it around on the altar. 17 You shall
cut the ram into its pieces, and wash its

innards, and its legs, and put them with its
pieces, and with its head. 18 You shall burn
the whole ram on the altar: it is a burnt
offering to Yahweh; it is a pleasant aroma,
an offering made by fire to Yahweh.

19“You shall take the other ram, and
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on
the head of the ram. 20 Then you shall kill
the ram, and take some of its blood, and
put it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron,
and on the tip of the right ear of his sons,
and on the thumb of their right hand, and on
the big toe of their right foot; and sprinkle
the blood around on the altar. 21 You shall
take of the blood that is on the altar, and of
the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron,
and on his garments, and on his sons, and on
the garments of his sons with him: and he
shall be made holy, and his garments, and
his sons, and his sons’ garments with him. 22

Also you shall take some of the ram’s fat,
the fat tail, the fat that covers the innards,
the cover of the liver, the two kidneys, the
fat that is on them, and the right thigh (for
it is a ram of consecration), 23 and one loaf
of bread, one cake of oiled bread, and one
wafer out of the basket of unleavened bread
that is before Yahweh. 24 You shall put all of
this in Aaron’s hands, and in his sons’ hands,
and shall wave them for a wave offering
before Yahweh. 25 You shall take them from
their hands, and burn them on the altar
on the burnt offering, for a pleasant aroma
before Yahweh: it is an offering made by fire
to Yahweh.

26“You shall take the breast of Aaron’s
ram of consecration, and wave it for a wave
offering before Yahweh. It shall be your
portion. 27 You shall sanctify the breast of
the wave offering and the thigh of the wave
offering, which is waved, and which is raised
up, of the ram of consecration, even of that
which is for Aaron, and of that which is for
his sons. 28 It shall be for Aaron and his sons
as their portion forever from the children of
Israel; for it is a wave offering. It shall be a
wave offering from the children of Israel of
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the sacrifices of their peace offerings, even
their wave offering to Yahweh.

29“The holy garments of Aaron shall be for
his sons after him, to be anointed in them,
and to be consecrated in them. 30 Seven days
shall the son who is priest in his place put
them on, when he comes into the Tent of
Meeting to minister in the holy place.

31“You shall take the ram of consecration
and boil its meat in a holy place. 32 Aaron
and his sons shall eat the meat of the ram,
and the bread that is in the basket, at the
door of the Tent of Meeting. 33 They shall
eat those things with which atonement was
made, to consecrate and sanctify them; but
a stranger shall not eat of it, because they

are holy. 34 If anything of the meat of the
consecration, or of the bread, remains to
the morning, then you shall burn the
remainder with fire. It shall not be eaten,
because it is holy.

35“You shall do so to Aaron and to his
sons, according to all that I have
commanded you. You shall consecrate them
seven days. 36 Every day you shall offer the
bull of sin offering for atonement. You shall
cleanse the altar when you make atonement
for it. You shall anoint it, to sanctify it. 37

Seven days you shall make atonement for
the altar, and sanctify it; and the altar shall
be most holy. Whatever touches the altar
shall be holy.

The Daily Offerings
38“Now this is that which you shall offer

on the altar: two lambs a year old day by
day continually. 39 The one lamb you shall
offer in the morning; and the other lamb
you shall offer at evening; 40 and with the
one lamb a tenth part of an ephah* of fine
flour mixed with the fourth part of a hin†
of beaten oil, and the fourth part of a hin
of wine for a drink offering. 41 The other
lamb you shall offer at evening, and shall do
to it according to the meal offering of the
morning and according to its drink offering,
for a pleasant aroma, an offering made by
fire to Yahweh. 42 It shall be a continual

burnt offering throughout your generations
at the door of the Tent of Meeting before
Yahweh, where I will meet with you, to
speak there to you. 43 There I will meet with
the children of Israel; and the place shall
be sanctified by my glory. 44 I will sanctify
the Tent of Meeting and the altar. I will also
sanctify Aaron and his sons to minister to me
in the priest’s office. 45 I will dwell among
the children of Israel, and will be their God.
46 They shall know that I am Yahweh their
God, who brought them out of the land of
Egypt, that I might dwell among them: I am
Yahweh their God.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 29:40. 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel.
† 29:40. A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons, so a fourth of a hin is about 1.6 liters.

EXODUS 30

The Altar of Incense
1“You shall make an altar to burn incense

on. You shall make it of acacia wood. 2 Its
length shall be a cubit,* and its width a
cubit. It shall be square, and its height shall

be two cubits. Its horns shall be of one piece
with it. 3 You shall overlay it with pure gold,
its top, its sides around it, and its horns;
and you shall make a gold molding around
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it. 4 You shall make two golden rings for it
under its molding; on its two ribs, on its
two sides you shall make them; and they
shall be for places for poles with which to
bear it. 5 You shall make the poles of acacia
wood, and overlay them with gold. 6 You
shall put it before the veil that is by the
ark of the covenant, before the mercy seat
that is over the covenant, where I will meet
with you. 7 Aaron shall burn incense of sweet
spices on it every morning. When he tends
the lamps, he shall burn it. 8 When Aaron

lights the lamps at evening, he shall burn
it, a perpetual incense before Yahweh
throughout your generations. 9 You shall
offer no strange incense on it, nor burnt
offering, nor meal offering; and you shall
pour no drink offering on it. 10 Aaron shall
make atonement on its horns once in the
year; with the blood of the sin offering of
atonement once in the year he shall make
atonement for it throughout your
generations. It is most holy to Yahweh.”

The Half Shekel for the Sanctuary
11 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,

12“When you take a census of the children of
Israel, according to those who are counted
among them, then each man shall give a
ransom for his soul to Yahweh when you
count them, that there be no plague among
them when you count them. 13 They shall
give this, everyone who passes over to those
who are counted, half a shekel according
to the shekel† of the sanctuary (the shekel
is twenty gerahs‡); half a shekel for an
offering to Yahweh. 14 Everyone who passes

over to those who are counted, from twenty
years old and upward, shall give the offering
to Yahweh. 15 The rich shall not give more,
and the poor shall not give less, than the
half shekel,§ when they give the offering of
Yahweh, to make atonement for your souls.
16 You shall take the atonement money from
the children of Israel, and shall appoint it for
the service of the Tent of Meeting; that it
may be a memorial for the children of Israel
before Yahweh, to make atonement for your
souls.”

The Bronze Basin
17 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 18“You

shall also make a basin of bronze, and its
base of bronze, in which to wash. You shall
put it between the Tent of Meeting and the
altar, and you shall put water in it. 19 Aaron
and his sons shall wash their hands and their
feet in it. 20 When they go into the Tent of
Meeting, they shall wash with water, that

they not die; or when they come near to the
altar to minister, to burn an offering made
by fire to Yahweh. 21 So they shall wash their
hands and their feet, that they not die. This
shall be a statute forever to them, even to
him and to his descendants throughout their
generations.”

The Anointing Oil and Incense
22 Moreover Yahweh spoke to Moses,

saying, 23“Also take fine spices: of liquid
myrrh, five hundred shekels;* and of
fragrant cinnamon half as much, even two
hundred and fifty; and of fragrant cane, two
hundred and fifty; 24 and of cassia five
hundred, according to the shekel of the
sanctuary; and a hin† of olive oil. 25 You
shall make it into a holy anointing oil, a
perfume compounded after the art of the
perfumer: it shall be a holy anointing oil.
26 You shall use it to anoint the Tent of

Meeting, the ark of the covenant, 27 the
table and all its articles, the lamp stand
and its accessories, the altar of incense,
28 the altar of burnt offering with all its
utensils, and the basin with its base. 29 You
shall sanctify them, that they may be most
holy. Whatever touches them shall be holy.
30 You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and
sanctify them, that they may minister to
me in the priest’s office. 31 You shall speak
to the children of Israel, saying, ‘This shall
be a holy anointing oil to me throughout
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your generations. 32 It shall not be poured
on man’s flesh, and do not make any like
it, according to its composition. It is holy. It
shall be holy to you. 33 Whoever compounds
any like it, or whoever puts any of it on
a stranger, he shall be cut off from his
people.’ ”

34 Yahweh said to Moses, “Take to
yourself sweet spices, gum resin, onycha,
and galbanum: sweet spices with pure
frankincense. There shall be an equal weight

of each. 35 You shall make incense of it,
a perfume after the art of the perfumer,
seasoned with salt, pure and holy. 36 You
shall beat some of it very small, and put
some of it before the covenant in the Tent
of Meeting, where I will meet with you. It
shall be to you most holy. 37 You shall not
make this incense, according to its
composition, for yourselves: it shall be to
you holy for Yahweh. 38 Whoever shall make
any like that, to smell of it, he shall be cut
off from his people.”

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 30:2. A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm,
or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.

† 30:13. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
‡ 30:13. a gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains.
§ 30:15. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
* 30:23. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 500 shekels is about 5

kilograms or about 11 pounds.
† 30:24. A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.

EXODUS 31

Bezalel and Oholiab
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,

2“Behold, I have called by name Bezalel the
son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah. 3 I have filled him with the Spirit
of God, in wisdom, and in understanding,
and in knowledge, and in all kinds of
workmanship, 4 to devise skillful works, to
work in gold, and in silver, and in bronze,
5 and in cutting of stones for setting, and
in carving of wood, to work in all kinds of
workmanship. 6 Behold, I myself have
appointed with him Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and in the
heart of all who are wise-hearted I have put

wisdom, that they may make all that I have
commanded you: 7 the Tent of Meeting, the
ark of the covenant, the mercy seat that is
on it, all the furniture of the Tent, 8 the
table and its vessels, the pure lamp stand
with all its vessels, the altar of incense, 9 the
altar of burnt offering with all its vessels,
the basin and its base, 10 the finely worked
garments—the holy garments for Aaron the
priest, the garments of his sons to minister
in the priest’s office— 11 the anointing oil,
and the incense of sweet spices for the holy
place: according to all that I have
commanded you they shall do.”

The Sabbath Law
12 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,

13“Speak also to the children of Israel,
saying, ‘Most certainly you shall keep my
Sabbaths; for it is a sign between me and
you throughout your generations, that you
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may know that I am Yahweh who sanctifies
you. 14 You shall keep the Sabbath therefore,
for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes
it shall surely be put to death; for whoever
does any work therein, that soul shall be
cut off from among his people. 15 Six days
shall work be done, but on the seventh day
is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to Yahweh.
Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day

shall surely be put to death. 16Therefore the
children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath,
to observe the Sabbath throughout their
generations, for a perpetual covenant. 17 It
is a sign between me and the children of
Israel forever; for in six days Yahweh made
heaven and earth, and on the seventh day
he rested, and was refreshed.’ ”

The Two Tablets of the Covenant
18 When he finished speaking with him on

Mount Sinai, he gave Moses the two tablets
of the covenant, stone tablets, written with
God’s finger.

EXODUS 32

The Golden Calf
1 When the people saw that Moses

delayed coming down from the mountain,
the people gathered themselves together to
Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us
gods, which shall go before us; for as for this
Moses, the man who brought us up out of
the land of Egypt, we don’t know what has
become of him.”

2 Aaron said to them, “Take off the
golden rings, which are in the ears of your
wives, of your sons, and of your daughters,
and bring them to me.”

3 All the people took off the golden rings
which were in their ears, and brought them
to Aaron. 4 He received what they handed
him, fashioned it with an engraving tool,
and made it a molded calf. Then they said,
“These are your gods, Israel, which brought
you up out of the land of Egypt.”

5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar
before it; and Aaron made a proclamation,
and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to
Yahweh.”

6 They rose up early on the next day, and
offered burnt offerings, and brought peace
offerings; and the people sat down to eat
and to drink, and rose up to play.

7 Yahweh spoke to Moses, “Go, get down;
for your people, whom you brought up out
of the land of Egypt, have corrupted
themselves! 8 They have turned away quickly
out of the way which I commanded them.
They have made themselves a molded calf,
and have worshiped it, and have sacrificed
to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, Israel,
which brought you up out of the land of
Egypt.’ ”

9 Yahweh said to Moses, “I have seen
these people, and behold, they are a stiff-
necked people. 10 Now therefore leave me
alone, that my wrath may burn hot against
them, and that I may consume them; and I
will make of you a great nation.”

11 Moses begged Yahweh his God, and
said, “Yahweh, why does your wrath burn
hot against your people, that you have
brought out of the land of Egypt with great
power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should
the Egyptians talk, saying, ‘He brought them
out for evil, to kill them in the mountains,
and to consume them from the surface of
the earth?’ Turn from your fierce wrath,
and turn away from this evil against your
people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, your servants, to whom you swore
by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will
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multiply your offspring* as the stars of the
sky, and all this land that I have spoken of
I will give to your offspring, and they shall
inherit it forever.’ ”

14 So Yahweh turned away from the evil
which he said he would do to his people.

15 Moses turned, and went down from the
mountain, with the two tablets of the
covenant in his hand; tablets that were
written on both their sides. They were
written on one side and on the other. 16

The tablets were the work of God, and the
writing was the writing of God, engraved on
the tablets.

17 When Joshua heard the noise of the
people as they shouted, he said to Moses,
“There is the noise of war in the camp.”

18 He said, “It isn’t the voice of those who
shout for victory. It is not the voice of those
who cry for being overcome; but the noise of
those who sing that I hear.” 19 As soon as he
came near to the camp, he saw the calf and
the dancing. Then Moses’ anger grew hot,
and he threw the tablets out of his hands,
and broke them beneath the mountain. 20

He took the calf which they had made, and
burned it with fire, ground it to powder,
and scattered it on the water, and made the
children of Israel drink it.

21 Moses said to Aaron, “What did these
people do to you, that you have brought a
great sin on them?”

22 Aaron said, “Don’t let the anger of my
lord grow hot. You know the people, that
they are set on evil. 23 For they said to me,
‘Make us gods, which shall go before us. As
for this Moses, the man who brought us up
out of the land of Egypt, we don’t know
what has become of him.’ 24 I said to them,
‘Whoever has any gold, let them take it off.’

So they gave it to me; and I threw it into the
fire, and out came this calf.”

25 When Moses saw that the people were
out of control, (for Aaron had let them lose
control, causing derision among their
enemies), 26 then Moses stood in the gate
of the camp, and said, “Whoever is on
Yahweh’s side, come to me!”

All the sons of Levi gathered themselves
together to him. 27 He said to them,
“Yahweh, the God of Israel, says, ‘Every
man put his sword on his thigh, and go back
and forth from gate to gate throughout the
camp, and every man kill his brother, and
every man his companion, and every man his
neighbor.’ ” 28 The sons of Levi did according
to the word of Moses. About three thousand
men fell of the people that day. 29 Moses
said, “Consecrate yourselves today to
Yahweh, for every man was against his son
and against his brother, that he may give
you a blessing today.”

30 On the next day, Moses said to the
people, “You have sinned a great sin. Now I
will go up to Yahweh. Perhaps I shall make
atonement for your sin.”

31 Moses returned to Yahweh, and said,
“Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and
have made themselves gods of gold. 32 Yet
now, if you will, forgive their sin—and if not,
please blot me out of your book which you
have written.”

33 Yahweh said to Moses, “Whoever has
sinned against me, I will blot him out of
my book. 34 Now go, lead the people to the
place of which I have spoken to you. Behold,
my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless,
in the day when I punish, I will punish them
for their sin.” 35 Yahweh struck the people,
because of what they did with the calf,
which Aaron made.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 32:13. or, seed.
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EXODUS 33

The Command to Leave Sinai
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses, “Depart, go

up from here, you and the people that you
have brought up out of the land of Egypt,
to the land of which I swore to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to
your offspring.’ 2 I will send an angel before
you; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the
Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite,
the Hivite, and the Jebusite. 3 Go to a land
flowing with milk and honey; but I will not
go up among you, for you are a stiff-necked
people, lest I consume you on the way.”

4 When the people heard this evil news,

they mourned; and no one put on his
jewelry.

5 Yahweh had said to Moses, “Tell the
children of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked
people. If I were to go up among you for one
moment, I would consume you. Therefore
now take off your jewelry from you, that I
may know what to do to you.’ ”

6 The children of Israel stripped
themselves of their jewelry from Mount
Horeb onward.

The Tent outside the Camp
7 Now Moses used to take the tent and

pitch it outside the camp, far away from
the camp, and he called it “The Tent of
Meeting.” Everyone who sought Yahweh
went out to the Tent of Meeting, which was
outside the camp. 8 When Moses went out to
the Tent, all the people rose up, and stood,
everyone at their tent door, and watched
Moses, until he had gone into the Tent. 9

When Moses entered into the Tent, the pillar

of cloud descended, stood at the door of the
Tent, and Yahweh spoke with Moses. 10 All
the people saw the pillar of cloud stand at
the door of the Tent, and all the people rose
up and worshiped, everyone at their tent
door. 11 Yahweh spoke to Moses face to face,
as a man speaks to his friend. He turned
again into the camp, but his servant Joshua,
the son of Nun, a young man, didn’t depart
from the Tent.

Moses’ Intercession
12 Moses said to Yahweh, “Behold, you tell

me, ‘Bring up this people;’ and you haven’t
let me know whom you will send with me.
Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and
you have also found favor in my sight.’ 13

Now therefore, if I have found favor in your
sight, please show me your way, now, that
I may know you, so that I may find favor in
your sight; and consider that this nation is
your people.”

14 He said, “My presence will go with you,
and I will give you rest.”

15 Moses said to him, “If your presence
doesn’t go with me, don’t carry us up from
here. 16 For how would people know that I

have found favor in your sight, I and your
people? Isn’t it that you go with us, so that
we are separated, I and your people, from
all the people who are on the surface of the
earth?”

17 Yahweh said to Moses, “I will do this
thing also that you have spoken; for you
have found favor in my sight, and I know you
by name.”

18 Moses said, “Please show me your
glory.”

19 He said, “I will make all my goodness
pass before you, and will proclaim Yahweh’s
name before you. I will be gracious to whom
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I will be gracious, and will show mercy on
whom I will show mercy.” 20 He said, “You
cannot see my face, for man may not see
me and live.” 21 Yahweh also said, “Behold,
there is a place by me, and you shall stand
on the rock. 22 It will happen, while my glory

passes by, that I will put you in a cleft of the
rock, and will cover you with my hand until
I have passed by; 23 then I will take away my
hand, and you will see my back; but my face
shall not be seen.”

EXODUS 34

Moses Makes New Tablets
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “Chisel two stone

tablets like the first. I will write on the
tablets the words that were on the first
tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready by the
morning, and come up in the morning to
Mount Sinai, and present yourself there to
me on the top of the mountain. 3 No one
shall come up with you or be seen anywhere
on the mountain. Do not let the flocks or
herds graze in front of that mountain.”

4 He chiseled two tablets of stone like
the first; then Moses rose up early in the
morning, and went up to Mount Sinai, as
Yahweh had commanded him, and took in
his hand two stone tablets. 5 Yahweh
descended in the cloud, and stood with him
there, and proclaimed Yahweh’s name. 6

Yahweh passed by before him, and
proclaimed, “Yahweh! Yahweh, a merciful
and gracious God, slow to anger, and
abundant in loving kindness and truth, 7

keeping loving kindness for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and disobedience and sin;
and who will by no means clear the guilty,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children, and on the children’s children, on
the third and on the fourth generation.”

8 Moses hurried and bowed his head
toward the earth, and worshiped. 9 He said,
“If now I have found favor in your sight,
Lord, please let the Lord go among us, even
though this is a stiff-necked people; pardon
our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your
inheritance.”

The Covenant Renewed
10 He said, “Behold, I make a covenant:

before all your people I will do marvels, such
as have not been worked in all the earth,
nor in any nation; and all the people among
whom you are shall see the work of Yahweh;
for it is an awesome thing that I do with
you. 11 Observe that which I command you
today. Behold, I will drive out before you
the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Hittite, the
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite. 12 Be
careful, lest you make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land where you are going,
lest it be for a snare among you; 13 but you
shall break down their altars, and dash in
pieces their pillars, and you shall cut down
their Asherah poles; 14 for you shall worship
no other god; for Yahweh, whose name is
Jealous, is a jealous God.

15“Don’t make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land, lest they play the
prostitute after their gods, and sacrifice to
their gods, and one call you and you eat
of his sacrifice; 16 and you take of their
daughters to your sons, and their daughters
play the prostitute after their gods, and
make your sons play the prostitute after
their gods.

17“You shall make no cast idols for
yourselves.

18“You shall keep the feast of unleavened
bread. Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread, as I commanded you, at the time
appointed in the month Abib; for in the
month Abib you came out of Egypt.
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19“All that opens the womb is mine; and
all your livestock that is male, the firstborn
of cow and sheep. 20 You shall redeem the
firstborn of a donkey with a lamb. If you will
not redeem it, then you shall break its neck.
You shall redeem all the firstborn of your
sons. No one shall appear before me empty.

21“Six days you shall work, but on the
seventh day you shall rest: in plowing time
and in harvest you shall rest.

22“You shall observe the feast of weeks
with the first fruits of wheat harvest, and
the feast of harvest at the year’s end. 23

Three times in the year all your males shall
appear before the Lord Yahweh, the God of
Israel. 24 For I will drive out nations before
you and enlarge your borders; neither shall
any man desire your land when you go up
to appear before Yahweh, your God, three
times in the year.

25“You shall not offer the blood of my
sacrifice with leavened bread. The sacrifice
of the feast of the Passover shall not be left
to the morning.

26“You shall bring the first of the first
fruits of your ground to the house of Yahweh
your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its
mother’s milk.”

27 Yahweh said to Moses, “Write these
words; for in accordance with these words
I have made a covenant with you and with
Israel.”

28 He was there with Yahweh forty days
and forty nights; he neither ate bread, nor
drank water. He wrote on the tablets the
words of the covenant, the ten
commandments.

The Shining Face of Moses
29 When Moses came down from Mount

Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant in
Moses’ hand, when he came down from the
mountain, Moses didn’t know that the skin
of his face shone by reason of his speaking
with him. 30 When Aaron and all the children
of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his
face shone; and they were afraid to come
near him. 31 Moses called to them, and Aaron
and all the rulers of the congregation
returned to him; and Moses spoke to them.
32 Afterward all the children of Israel came

near, and he gave them all the
commandments that Yahweh had spoken
with him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses was
done speaking with them, he put a veil on
his face. 34 But when Moses went in before
Yahweh to speak with him, he took the veil
off, until he came out; and he came out, and
spoke to the children of Israel that which
he was commanded. 35 The children of Israel
saw Moses’ face, that the skin of Moses’ face
shone; so Moses put the veil on his face
again, until he went in to speak with him.

EXODUS 35

Sabbath Regulations
1 Moses assembled all the congregation

of the children of Israel, and said to them,
“These are the words which Yahweh has
commanded, that you should do them. 2‘Six
days shall work be done, but on the seventh

day there shall be a holy day for you, a
Sabbath of solemn rest to Yahweh: whoever
does any work in it shall be put to death.
3 You shall kindle no fire throughout your
habitations on the Sabbath day.’”
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Preparations for Making the Tabernacle
4 Moses spoke to all the congregation of

the children of Israel, saying, “This is the
thing which Yahweh commanded, saying,
5‘Take from among you an offering to
Yahweh. Whoever is of a willing heart, let
him bring it as Yahweh’s offering: gold,
silver, bronze, 6 blue, purple, scarlet, fine
linen, goats’ hair, 7rams’ skins dyed red, sea
cow hides, acacia wood, 8 oil for the light,
spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet
incense, 9 onyx stones, and stones to be set
for the ephod and for the breastplate.

10“ ‘Let every wise-hearted man among
you come, and make all that Yahweh has
commanded: 11 the tabernacle, its outer
covering, its roof, its clasps, its boards, its
bars, its pillars, and its sockets; 12 the ark,
and its poles, the mercy seat, the veil of

the screen; 13 the table with its poles and all
its vessels, and the show bread; 14 the lamp
stand also for the light, with its vessels, its
lamps, and the oil for the light; 15 and the
altar of incense with its poles, the anointing
oil, the sweet incense, the screen for the
door, at the door of the tabernacle; 16 the
altar of burnt offering, with its grating of
bronze, its poles, and all its vessels, the
basin and its base; 17 the hangings of the
court, its pillars, their sockets, and the
screen for the gate of the court; 18 the pins
of the tabernacle, the pins of the court, and
their cords; 19 the finely worked garments
for ministering in the holy place—the holy
garments for Aaron the priest, and the
garments of his sons—to minister in the
priest’s office.’ ”

Offerings for the Tabernacle
20 All the congregation of the children of

Israel departed from the presence of Moses.
21 They came, everyone whose heart stirred
him up, and everyone whom his spirit made
willing, and brought Yahweh’s offering for
the work of the Tent of Meeting, and for all
of its service, and for the holy garments. 22

They came, both men and women, as many
as were willing-hearted, and brought
brooches, earrings, signet rings, and
armlets, all jewels of gold; even every man
who offered an offering of gold to Yahweh.
23 Everyone with whom was found blue,
purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’ hair, rams’
skins dyed red, and sea cow hides, brought
them. 24 Everyone who offered an offering
of silver and bronze brought Yahweh’s
offering; and everyone with whom was

found acacia wood for any work of the
service, brought it. 25 All the women who
were wise-hearted spun with their hands,
and brought that which they had spun: the
blue, the purple, the scarlet, and the fine
linen. 26 All the women whose heart stirred
them up in wisdom spun the goats’ hair. 27

The rulers brought the onyx stones and the
stones to be set for the ephod and for the
breastplate; 28 with the spice and the oil
for the light, for the anointing oil, and for
the sweet incense. 29 The children of Israel
brought a free will offering to Yahweh;
every man and woman whose heart made
them willing to bring for all the work, which
Yahweh had commanded to be made by
Moses.

Bezalel and Oholiab
30 Moses said to the children of Israel,

“Behold, Yahweh has called by name Bezalel
the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe
of Judah. 31 He has filled him with the Spirit
of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in
knowledge, and in all kinds of workmanship;
32 and to make skillful works, to work in
gold, in silver, in bronze, 33 in cutting of

stones for setting, and in carving of wood, to
work in all kinds of skillful workmanship. 34

He has put in his heart that he may teach,
both he and Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach,
of the tribe of Dan. 35 He has filled them
with wisdom of heart to work all kinds of
workmanship, of the engraver, of the skillful
workman, and of the embroiderer, in blue,
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in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and
of the weaver, even of those who do any

workmanship, and of those who make skillful
works.

EXODUS 36

Bezalel and Oholiab (continued)
1“Bezalel and Oholiab shall work with

every wise-hearted man, in whom Yahweh
has put wisdom and understanding to know
how to do all the work for the service of the
sanctuary, according to all that Yahweh has
commanded.”

2 Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab, and
every wise-hearted man, in whose heart
Yahweh had put wisdom, even everyone
whose heart stirred him up to come to the
work to do it. 3 They received from Moses
all the offering which the children of Israel
had brought for the work of the service of
the sanctuary, with which to make it. They
kept bringing free will offerings to him every

morning. 4 All the wise men, who performed
all the work of the sanctuary, each came
from his work which he did. 5 They spoke
to Moses, saying, “The people have brought
much more than enough for the service of
the work which Yahweh commanded to
make.”

6 Moses gave a commandment, and they
caused it to be proclaimed throughout the
camp, saying, “Let neither man nor woman
make anything else for the offering for the
sanctuary.” So the people were restrained
from bringing. 7 For the stuff they had was
sufficient to do all the work, and too much.

Construction of the Tabernacle
8 All the wise-hearted men among those

who did the work made the tabernacle with
ten curtains of fine twined linen, blue,
purple, and scarlet. They made them with
cherubim, the work of a skillful workman. 9

The length of each curtain was twenty-eight
cubits,* and the width of each curtain four
cubits. All the curtains had one measure.
10 He coupled five curtains to one another,
and the other five curtains he coupled to
one another. 11 He made loops of blue on
the edge of the one curtain from the edge
in the coupling. Likewise he made in the
edge of the curtain that was outermost in
the second coupling. 12 He made fifty loops
in the one curtain, and he made fifty loops
in the edge of the curtain that was in the
second coupling. The loops were opposite to
one another. 13 He made fifty clasps of gold,
and coupled the curtains to one another
with the clasps: so the tabernacle was a
unit.

14 He made curtains of goats’ hair for

a covering over the tabernacle. He made
them eleven curtains. 15 The length of each
curtain was thirty cubits, and four cubits the
width of each curtain. The eleven curtains
had one measure. 16 He coupled five curtains
by themselves, and six curtains by
themselves. 17 He made fifty loops on the
edge of the curtain that was outermost in
the coupling, and he made fifty loops on the
edge of the curtain which was outermost in
the second coupling. 18 He made fifty clasps
of bronze to couple the tent together, that
it might be a unit. 19 He made a covering
for the tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a
covering of sea cow hides above.

20 He made the boards for the tabernacle
of acacia wood, standing up. 21 Ten cubits
was the length of a board, and a cubit and a
half the width of each board. 22 Each board
had two tenons, joined to one another. He
made all the boards of the tabernacle this
way. 23 He made the boards for the
tabernacle, twenty boards for the south side
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southward. 24 He made forty sockets of silver
under the twenty boards: two sockets under
one board for its two tenons, and two
sockets under another board for its two
tenons. 25 For the second side of the
tabernacle, on the north side, he made
twenty boards 26 and their forty sockets of
silver: two sockets under one board, and two
sockets under another board. 27 For the far
part of the tabernacle westward he made
six boards. 28 He made two boards for the
corners of the tabernacle in the far part. 29

They were double beneath, and in the same
way they were all the way to its top to one
ring. He did this to both of them in the two
corners. 30 There were eight boards and their
sockets of silver, sixteen sockets—under
every board two sockets.

31 He made bars of acacia wood: five for
the boards of the one side of the tabernacle,
32 and five bars for the boards of the other

side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the
boards of the tabernacle for the hinder part
westward. 33 He made the middle bar to pass
through in the middle of the boards from
the one end to the other. 34 He overlaid the
boards with gold, and made their rings of
gold as places for the bars, and overlaid the
bars with gold.

35 He made the veil of blue, purple,
scarlet, and fine twined linen, with
cherubim. He made it the work of a skillful
workman. 36 He made four pillars of acacia
for it, and overlaid them with gold. Their
hooks were of gold. He cast four sockets of
silver for them. 37 He made a screen for the
door of the tent, of blue, purple, scarlet,
and fine twined linen, the work of an
embroiderer; 38 and the five pillars of it with
their hooks. He overlaid their capitals and
their fillets with gold, and their five sockets
were of bronze.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 36:9. A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm,
or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.

EXODUS 37

Making the Ark of the Covenant
1 Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood.

Its length was two and a half cubits,* and
its width a cubit and a half, and a cubit and
a half its height. 2 He overlaid it with pure
gold inside and outside, and made a molding
of gold for it around it. 3 He cast four rings
of gold for it in its four feet—two rings on its
one side, and two rings on its other side. 4

He made poles of acacia wood and overlaid
them with gold. 5 He put the poles into the
rings on the sides of the ark, to bear the
ark. 6 He made a mercy seat of pure gold.

Its length was two and a half cubits, and a
cubit and a half its width. 7 He made two
cherubim of gold. He made them of beaten
work, at the two ends of the mercy seat: 8

one cherub at the one end, and one cherub
at the other end. He made the cherubim of
one piece with the mercy seat at its two
ends. 9 The cherubim spread out their wings
above, covering the mercy seat with their
wings, with their faces toward one another.
The faces of the cherubim were toward the
mercy seat.

Making the Table for the Bread of the Presence
10 He made the table of acacia wood. Its

length was two cubits, and its width was a
cubit, and its height was a cubit and a half.
11 He overlaid it with pure gold, and made a
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gold molding around it. 12 He made a border
of a hand’s width around it, and made a
golden molding on its border around it. 13 He
cast four rings of gold for it, and put the
rings in the four corners that were on its four
feet. 14 The rings were close by the border,
the places for the poles to carry the table.

15 He made the poles of acacia wood, and
overlaid them with gold, to carry the table.
16 He made the vessels which were on the
table, its dishes, its spoons, its bowls, and
its pitchers with which to pour out, of pure
gold.

Making the Lampstand
17 He made the lamp stand of pure gold.

He made the lamp stand of beaten work.
Its base, its shaft, its cups, its buds, and its
flowers were of one piece with it. 18There
were six branches going out of its sides:
three branches of the lamp stand out of its
one side, and three branches of the lamp
stand out of its other side: 19 three cups
made like almond blossoms in one branch, a
bud and a flower, and three cups made like
almond blossoms in the other branch, a bud
and a flower; so for the six branches going
out of the lamp stand. 20 In the lamp stand

were four cups made like almond blossoms,
its buds and its flowers; 21 and a bud under
two branches of one piece with it, and a
bud under two branches of one piece with
it, and a bud under two branches of one
piece with it, for the six branches going out
of it. 22 Their buds and their branches were
of one piece with it. The whole thing was
one beaten work of pure gold. 23 He made
its seven lamps, and its snuffers, and its
snuff dishes, of pure gold. 24 He made it of a
talent† of pure gold, with all its vessels.

Making the Altar of Incense
25 He made the altar of incense of acacia

wood. It was square: its length was a cubit,
and its width a cubit. Its height was two
cubits. Its horns were of one piece with it.
26 He overlaid it with pure gold: its top,
its sides around it, and its horns. He made

a gold molding around it. 27 He made two
golden rings for it under its molding crown,
on its two ribs, on its two sides, for places
for poles with which to carry it. 28 He made
the poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them
with gold.

Making the Anointing Oil and the Incense
29 He made the holy anointing oil and the

pure incense of sweet spices, after the art
of the perfumer.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 37:1. A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm,
or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.

† 37:24. A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces.
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EXODUS 38

Making the Altar of Burnt Offering
1 He made the altar of burnt offering of

acacia wood. It was square. Its length was
five cubits,* its width was five cubits, and
its height was three cubits. 2 He made its
horns on its four corners. Its horns were of
one piece with it, and he overlaid it with
bronze. 3 He made all the vessels of the
altar: the pots, the shovels, the basins, the
forks, and the fire pans. He made all its
vessels of bronze. 4 He made for the altar
a grating of a network of bronze, under the
ledge around it beneath, reaching halfway

up. 5 He cast four rings for the four corners
of bronze grating, to be places for the poles.
6 He made the poles of acacia wood, and
overlaid them with bronze. 7 He put the
poles into the rings on the sides of the altar,
with which to carry it. He made it hollow
with planks.

8 He made the basin of bronze, and its
base of bronze, out of the mirrors of the
ministering women who ministered at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

Making the Court of the Tabernacle
9 He made the court: for the south side

southward the hangings of the court were
of fine twined linen, one hundred cubits;
10their pillars were twenty, and their sockets
twenty, of bronze; the hooks of the pillars
and their fillets were of silver. 11 For the
north side one hundred cubits, their pillars
twenty, and their sockets twenty, of bronze;
the hooks of the pillars, and their fillets, of
silver. 12 For the west side were hangings
of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, and their
sockets ten; the hooks of the pillars, and
their fillets, of silver. 13For the east side
eastward fifty cubits, 14 the hangings for the
one side were fifteen cubits; their pillars
three, and their sockets three; 15 and so for
the other side: on this hand and that hand
by the gate of the court were hangings of

fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and their
sockets three. 16 All the hangings around the
court were of fine twined linen. 17 The
sockets for the pillars were of bronze. The
hooks of the pillars and their fillets were
of silver. Their capitals were overlaid with
silver. All the pillars of the court had silver
bands. 18 The screen for the gate of the
court was the work of the embroiderer, of
blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen.
Twenty cubits was the length, and the
height along the width was five cubits, like
the hangings of the court. 19Their pillars
were four, and their sockets four, of bronze;
their hooks of silver, and the overlaying of
their capitals, and their fillets, of silver. 20

All the pins of the tabernacle, and around
the court, were of bronze.

Materials of the Tabernacle
21 These are the amounts of materials

used for the tabernacle, even the
Tabernacle of the Testimony, as they were
counted, according to the commandment of
Moses, for the service of the Levites, by the
hand of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest.
22 Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of
the tribe of Judah, made all that Yahweh
commanded Moses. 23 With him was Oholiab,
the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan,
an engraver, and a skillful workman, and an

embroiderer in blue, in purple, in scarlet,
and in fine linen.

24 All the gold that was used for the work
in all the work of the sanctuary, even the
gold of the offering, was twenty-nine
talents† and seven hundred thirty shekels,
according to the shekel‡ of the sanctuary.
25 The silver of those who were counted of
the congregation was one hundred talents§
and one thousand seven hundred seventy-
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five shekels,* according to the shekel of the
sanctuary: 26 a beka† a head, that is, half
a shekel, according to the shekel‡ of the
sanctuary, for everyone who passed over to
those who were counted, from twenty years
old and upward, for six hundred three
thousand five hundred fifty men. 27 The one
hundred talents§ of silver were for casting
the sockets of the sanctuary and the sockets
of the veil: one hundred sockets for the
one hundred talents, one talent per socket.
28 From the one thousand seven hundred

seventy-five shekels* he made hooks for the
pillars, overlaid their capitals, and made
fillets for them. 29 The bronze of the offering
was seventy talents† and two thousand four
hundred shekels.‡ 30 With this he made the
sockets to the door of the Tent of Meeting,
the bronze altar, the bronze grating for it,
all the vessels of the altar, 31 the sockets
around the court, the sockets of the gate of
the court, all the pins of the tabernacle, and
all the pins around the court.

World English Bible Footnotes:

* 38:1. A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm,
or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.

† 38:24. A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces.
‡ 38:24. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces.
§ 38:25. A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.
* 38:25. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
† 38:26. a beka is about 5 grams or about 0.175 ounces.
‡ 38:26. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
§ 38:27. A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.
* 38:28. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1775 shekels is about 17.75

kilograms or about 39 pounds.
† 38:29. A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.
‡ 38:29. 70 talents + 2400 shekels is about 2124 kilograms, or 2.124 metric tons.

EXODUS 39

Making the Vestments for the Priesthood
1 Of the blue, purple, and scarlet, they

made finely worked garments for
ministering in the holy place, and made the
holy garments for Aaron, as Yahweh
commanded Moses.

2 He made the ephod of gold, blue,
purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen. 3 They
beat the gold into thin plates, and cut it
into wires, to work it in with the blue, the
purple, the scarlet, and the fine linen, the
work of the skillful workman. 4 They made
shoulder straps for it, joined together. It

was joined together at the two ends. 5 The
skillfully woven band that was on it, with
which to fasten it on, was of the same piece,
like its work: of gold, of blue, purple,
scarlet, and fine twined linen, as Yahweh
commanded Moses.

6 They worked the onyx stones, enclosed
in settings of gold, engraved with the
engravings of a signet, according to the
names of the children of Israel. 7 He put
them on the shoulder straps of the ephod,
to be stones of memorial for the children of
Israel, as Yahweh commanded Moses.
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8 He made the breastplate, the work of
a skillful workman, like the work of the
ephod: of gold, of blue, purple, scarlet, and
fine twined linen. 9 It was square. They
made the breastplate double. Its length was
a span,* and its width a span, being double.
10They set in it four rows of stones. A row
of ruby, topaz, and beryl was the first row;
11 and the second row, a turquoise, a
sapphire,† and an emerald; 12 and the third
row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
13 and the fourth row, a chrysolite, an onyx,
and a jasper. They were enclosed in gold
settings. 14 The stones were according to
the names of the children of Israel, twelve,
according to their names; like the
engravings of a signet, everyone according
to his name, for the twelve tribes. 15 They
made on the breastplate chains like cords,
of braided work of pure gold. 16 They made
two settings of gold, and two gold rings,
and put the two rings on the two ends of
the breastplate. 17 They put the two braided
chains of gold in the two rings at the ends
of the breastplate. 18 The other two ends
of the two braided chains they put on the
two settings, and put them on the shoulder
straps of the ephod, in its front. 19 They
made two rings of gold, and put them on
the two ends of the breastplate, on its edge,
which was toward the side of the ephod
inward. 20 They made two more rings of gold,
and put them on the two shoulder straps of
the ephod underneath, in its front, close by
its coupling, above the skillfully woven band
of the ephod. 21 They bound the breastplate

by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a
lace of blue, that it might be on the skillfully
woven band of the ephod, and that the
breastplate might not come loose from the
ephod, as Yahweh commanded Moses.

22 He made the robe of the ephod of
woven work, all of blue. 23 The opening of
the robe in the middle of it was like the
opening of a coat of mail, with a binding
around its opening, that it should not be
torn. 24 They made on the skirts of the robe
pomegranates of blue, purple, scarlet, and
twined linen. 25 They made bells of pure
gold, and put the bells between the
pomegranates around the skirts of the robe,
between the pomegranates; 26 a bell and
a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate,
around the skirts of the robe, to minister in,
as Yahweh commanded Moses.

27 They made the tunics of fine linen of
woven work for Aaron and for his sons, 28 the
turban of fine linen, the linen headbands of
fine linen, the linen trousers of fine twined
linen, 29 the sash of fine twined linen, blue,
purple, and scarlet, the work of the
embroiderer, as Yahweh commanded Moses.

30 They made the plate of the holy crown
of pure gold, and wrote on it an inscription,
like the engravings of a signet: “HOLY TO
YAHWEH”. 31 They tied to it a lace of blue,
to fasten it on the turban above, as Yahweh
commanded Moses.

The Work Completed
32 Thus all the work of the tabernacle

of the Tent of Meeting was finished. The
children of Israel did according to all that
Yahweh commanded Moses; so they did. 33

They brought the tabernacle to Moses: the
tent, with all its furniture, its clasps, its
boards, its bars, its pillars, its sockets, 34

the covering of rams’ skins dyed red, the
covering of sea cow hides, the veil of the
screen, 35 the ark of the covenant with its
poles, the mercy seat, 36 the table, all its
vessels, the show bread, 37 the pure lamp
stand, its lamps, even the lamps to be set
in order, all its vessels, the oil for the light,
38 the golden altar, the anointing oil, the
sweet incense, the screen for the door of

the Tent, 39 the bronze altar, its grating
of bronze, its poles, all of its vessels, the
basin and its base, 40 the hangings of the
court, its pillars, its sockets, the screen for
the gate of the court, its cords, its pins,
and all the instruments of the service of the
tabernacle, for the Tent of Meeting, 41 the
finely worked garments for ministering in
the holy place, the holy garments for Aaron
the priest, and the garments of his sons, to
minister in the priest’s office. 42According to
all that Yahweh commanded Moses, so the
children of Israel did all the work. 43 Moses
saw all the work, and behold, they had done
it as Yahweh had commanded. They had
done so; and Moses blessed them.
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World English Bible Footnotes:

* 39:9. A span is the length from the tip of a man’s thumb to the tip of his little finger
when his hand is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.).

† 39:11. or, lapis lazuli .

EXODUS 40

The Tabernacle Erected and Its Equipment Installed
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 2“On

the first day of the first month you shall
raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of
Meeting. 3 You shall put the ark of the
covenant in it, and you shall screen the ark
with the veil. 4 You shall bring in the table,
and set in order the things that are on it.
You shall bring in the lamp stand, and light
its lamps. 5 You shall set the golden altar for
incense before the ark of the covenant, and
put the screen of the door to the tabernacle.

6“You shall set the altar of burnt offering
before the door of the tabernacle of the
Tent of Meeting. 7 You shall set the basin
between the Tent of Meeting and the altar,
and shall put water therein. 8 You shall set
up the court around it, and hang up the
screen of the gate of the court.

9“You shall take the anointing oil, and
anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it,
and shall make it holy, and all its furniture,
and it will be holy. 10 You shall anoint the
altar of burnt offering, with all its vessels,
and sanctify the altar, and the altar will be
most holy. 11 You shall anoint the basin and
its base, and sanctify it.

12“You shall bring Aaron and his sons to
the door of the Tent of Meeting, and shall
wash them with water. 13 You shall put on
Aaron the holy garments; and you shall
anoint him, and sanctify him, that he may
minister to me in the priest’s office. 14 You
shall bring his sons, and put tunics on them.
15 You shall anoint them, as you anointed
their father, that they may minister to me
in the priest’s office. Their anointing shall
be to them for an everlasting priesthood

throughout their generations.” 16 Moses did
so. According to all that Yahweh
commanded him, so he did.

17 In the first month in the second year,
on the first day of the month, the tabernacle
was raised up. 18 Moses raised up the
tabernacle, and laid its sockets, and set up
its boards, and put in its bars, and raised
up its pillars. 19 He spread the covering over
the tent, and put the roof of the tabernacle
above on it, as Yahweh commanded Moses.
20 He took and put the covenant into the ark,
and set the poles on the ark, and put the
mercy seat above on the ark. 21 He brought
the ark into the tabernacle, and set up the
veil of the screen, and screened the ark
of the covenant, as Yahweh commanded
Moses. 22 He put the table in the Tent of
Meeting, on the north side of the
tabernacle, outside of the veil. 23 He set
the bread in order on it before Yahweh, as
Yahweh commanded Moses. 24 He put the
lamp stand in the Tent of Meeting, opposite
the table, on the south side of the
tabernacle. 25 He lit the lamps before
Yahweh, as Yahweh commanded Moses. 26

He put the golden altar in the Tent of
Meeting before the veil; 27 and he burned
incense of sweet spices on it, as Yahweh
commanded Moses. 28 He put up the screen
of the door to the tabernacle. 29 He set
the altar of burnt offering at the door of
the tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting, and
offered on it the burnt offering and the meal
offering, as Yahweh commanded Moses. 30

He set the basin between the Tent of
Meeting and the altar, and put water
therein, with which to wash. 31 Moses,
Aaron, and his sons washed their hands and
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their feet there. 32 When they went into
the Tent of Meeting, and when they came
near to the altar, they washed, as Yahweh
commanded Moses. 33 He raised up the court

around the tabernacle and the altar, and set
up the screen of the gate of the court. So
Moses finished the work.

The Cloud and the Glory
34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of

Meeting, and Yahweh’s glory filled the
tabernacle. 35 Moses wasn’t able to enter
into the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud
stayed on it, and Yahweh’s glory filled the
tabernacle. 36 When the cloud was taken
up from over the tabernacle, the children
of Israel went onward, throughout all their

journeys; 37 but if the cloud wasn’t taken up,
then they didn’t travel until the day that it
was taken up. 38 For the cloud of Yahweh
was on the tabernacle by day, and there was
fire in the cloud by night, in the sight of
all the house of Israel, throughout all their
journeys.

Exodus 40

Fillmore Study Bible 65



APPENDICES

Exodus 40

66 Fillmore Study Bible




	
	
	
	The Fillmore Bible Society
	The Fillmore Study Bible
	Exodus
	Introduction to Exodus
	Exodus 1
	Exodus 2
	Exodus 3
	Exodus 4
	Exodus 5
	Exodus 6
	Exodus 7
	Exodus 8
	Exodus 9
	Exodus 10
	Exodus 11
	Exodus 12
	Exodus 13
	Exodus 14
	Exodus 15
	Exodus 16
	Exodus 17
	Exodus 18
	Exodus 19
	Exodus 20
	Exodus 21
	Exodus 22
	Exodus 23
	Exodus 24
	Exodus 25
	Exodus 26
	Exodus 27
	Exodus 28
	Exodus 29
	Exodus 30
	Exodus 31
	Exodus 32
	Exodus 33
	Exodus 34
	Exodus 35
	Exodus 36
	Exodus 37
	Exodus 38
	Exodus 39
	Exodus 40

	Appendices

