Teacher's Meeting,
Monday, 4pril 28, 1919.
DISCUSSION

Mrs. Croft:

Before we begin the work of the afternoon,

has the committee any report to make regarding the Summer
School?
Lowell Fillmore:

I will report that the teachers met

in ray office and agreed upon the time for the classes, and
also to furnish subjects they are to teach, so that these subjects may be published.

We added Mrs. Newman's name to the

list of teachers, and changed some of the hours so that now
Mrs. Newman's and Mrs. Ray's classes will be at 9:30 in the
morning, instead of in the afternoon.

It will be necessary for

us to have the list of subjects from the teachers before
Thursday, in order that they may reach the printer in due time.
Mrs. Croft:

Is there anything further?

If not, Miss

Mingle will read to us from "Christian Healing."
(First paragraph read from book)
Mr. Ingraham:

My idea about thi3 matter was that the

questions should be kept just as simple as possible, so bJwt
they would make clear the point, to the student studying without a teacher.
Mr3. Croft:
would be:

I should think the question from this paragraph

'What do you understand by the Word?"

Mr. Ingraham:

That is a very good question.

I found in

my work with the Cady Lessons that oftentimes there were several
paragraphs referring to the same question, and for this reason
I often prepared a secondary question under the main question.
Mias Mingle:

I believe, in this case the second paragraph

only further carries out the suggestion in the first one.
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Croft:

Then shall we not have the second paragraph

read?
(Second paragraph read)
Mr. Ingraham:

It seems that paragraph deals more with

the manifestation of the Word.

It conveys to me the thought that

the Word is the formulated action of Divine Mind.

The Word is the

creative process or power which brings into visibility. We know
that Nature is creative in its make up, but before there can be any
creation there must be an idea to formulate the action, and the idea
that formulates the action in Divine Mind would be the Word of God.
Miss Mingle:

The thought I get from this paragraph is that

the Word is synonomous with the Perfect Man Idea.
Lowell Fillmore:

It seems to me that in the minds of the

students there might be the idea that there is only one word, and
that, would be a little difficult for them to understand, for they
would say we have many words and many ideas.

It might be confusing

to them, and perhaps we should explain more clearly.
Mr. Hoscheur:

In that connection, would it not be well to

make clear that we refer to the Word in the Universal sense and
man as the individual expression of that Word?

We have words

and we have The Word -(The Word depends upon words for expression)
just as we have man and the Universal Man in which all men originate.
We speak of drops of water as part of the ocean, for though they
contain exactly the same qualities as the ocean, we cannot separate
them and call them the ocean.
Mrs.

Croft:

The same is true of man and the Word.

It would be well if every one present would tkke

part in this discussion.
Mr. Ingraham:

I agree with Mrs. Croft.

The general discussion

is the thing that will bring out the most vital points.
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The Word here does not mean just words, as

we understand words.

It is not merely grammar.

There really is

but one Word - God is the Word and the Word covers all. The idea
for the student would be to get the understanding of God as the
Word.
Mrs. O'Neill:
Word made flesh.

It seems to me ; in the expression Jesus was the

He was God's perfect Man Idea clothed, and It seems

to me we should speak of it always as "The Word" - the Word which
makes up the perfect man.
Mrs. Palmer:

I have always thought of the Word in connection

with the Creative Principle, of which Jesus was the manifestation
and Christ the real.
vine Mind.

Christ, we know, is the perfect Idea in Di-

When I speak of the Word, It is always of the Creative

Principle.
Mrs, Croft:

And by"Principle " you mean - ?

Mrs. Palmer:

Why, God of course.

Miss Mingle:

The Word is spiritual man - the Jehovah God of

the scriptures- through which things are brought into manifestation.
Mr. Tngraham:
trinity.

God is Principle, and tb\e first person in the

The Word then denotes the activity of God, pr the formulated

action of Divine Mind.

The Word became flesh and through this per-

fect idea of spiritual man,(or Word) all things are brought into
manifestation.
Miss Mingle:

Then the first question

on this subject could

be, as Mrs, Croft suggested, "What flo you understand by the Word
of God?" and the second, "What Is man's relation to the Word?"
MTi Ingraham:

I believe the question of man's relation to the

Word comes later in the chapter.

We might add to Mrs. Croft's question

one like this • "Is it necessarily spoken?"
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I did not have a suggestion as to a question,

but I was thinking of the matter of unity in connection with the Word
of the unity of the Word with God, and of man's unity with the Word,
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God" - that shows us the unity between God and the Word,
and if Jesus was the Word made flesh we have another evidence of
man's unity with the Word.
Mrs. Croft:

Some one spoke of the difference between words

and The Word - I believe none of us could think of it as words. In
the beginning there was no person to speak words, so that takes away
the idea that it is a word formed of letters.

God is the beginning

of all things, and in this which we call God there must inhere something which is continually acting.

That "always action" is the be-

ginning, and then it expresses itself in something. The Word is the
activity which brings forth.

My idea of the Word is that it is the

activity in God - or perhaps "God activity" would be a better way
to put it.
Mrs. Palmer:

What is the difference between the Word and

the only begotten of the Father?
Miss Mindgle:
Mrs. Palmer:

There is no difference.
I think a question of this kind would be good

for the Orthodox people.
Miss Mingle:

It certainly would clear up that point about

"God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son," etc.
It would show them clearly that it was the Word he gave.
Mr. Lynch:

What is the orthodox belief concerning the only

begotten son?
Miss Mingle:

That Christ is the only begotten. We say it is

Christ too, but we do not mean the personal man Jesus, as they do.
We recognize the

Christ as God's perfect Man Idea.
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What do the orthodox churches understand the

lord to be?
Miss Mingle:

The Bible.

Mrs. Palmer:

Nine tenths of the people one converses with

say, "I do not know what is meant by the Word."

They know it is

a mysterious something, but they are not able to define it. Secret
Societies believe there is a lost word, which if found, would do
wonderful things for us.
Mrs. Croft:

I find in my classes that it confuses the students

to use the word "Mind" - they do not seem to grasp the thought of
the One Mind.

If we could substitute some word in place of that

word "mind" it would be helpful.
Mrs. Palmer:

I have not had any difficulty along that line.

I have taken up in my classes the word "mind" and made a study of
it, and students seem to have no trouble with it.
Mr3. Croft:

Do you find that they can separate it from the

thought of personality, or do the most of them think of it as some
big person with a mind?
Mrs. Palmer:

I often use the word "Spirit" instead of "mind,"

but in either case it seems clear to the students.
Mr. Lynch': Why not just continue to use the word "God?"
Mrs. January:

It like the word "intelligence" - people will

readily agree with you that there is a Divine Intelligence in all
things.

They agree that there is an intelligence in the little

plant which draws it up through the earth to receive the sun and
light, and they are also ready to recognize a Divine Intelligence
at work in all things.

I have found the word "Intelligence*" a

very good one.
Mrs. O'Neill:

I think different people are approached along

different lines - Kkv the terms that will appeal to one, mean nothing

-6to another.

Some people can understand the word mind through

studying the workings of their own minds.
Mr. Lynch:

I have felt quite free when explaining the

character of God, and find most of the students understand the
terms.

I think it will be helpful to students also to explain

that the Word is synonomous with the Christ.
Lowell Fillmore:

It seems to me that the questions suggested

on this chapter are very much like those in the Correspondence
Course.

Would it not be better if they were kept separate?

Mrs. Palmer:

It would seem to me that It should make no

difference, for the people answering these questions would be
answering them from the book point of view, while those taking
the Correspondence Course are supposed to answer from their own
absolute knowledge of the point.

Suppose however that the student

did have practically the eaxae question to answer three times - the
last time he would have a better understanding than he did at the
first answering of it.
Mr. Hoscheur:

I have found in my teaching that it is very

convenient to apeak of God as Spirit Presence. In order to get
a personal
people away from the old ideas of/God I say,"God is Spirit Presence";
t

I

also explain him as the living activity in everything we see.

It makes the simplest manifestation clear to people to explain It
as God at work.

I have found in my own experience that it .gives

me a clearer realization of the Imminence of God,to so think of
it.

I fouhd that I could feel God b> realizing that what I saw at

work in Nature was God manifesting himself in a multitude of forms.
God is not limited to any definite form of expression - he is manifest in every visible thing.

It is not difficult to teach that idea

even to beginners, for they readily grasp it. What we see at work

-7in the blade of grass, or shining in the star, or manifesting in
any form of Nature, is only Omnipresence at work.

In order to get

a clear idea of what God is as Spirit-Life or Spirit-Presence, just
suppose that everything in the visible universe were destroyed - we
know that the Word would re-create itself to the minutest detail.
Mrs. O'Neill:

How would you define Spirit-Presence to your

students?
Mr. Hoscheur: When you come in contact with certain individuals you feel that individuals disposition or attitude of
mind - in other words you can feel the presence of a friend long
before you actually see the friend, and in just the same way do
we come into contact with God, and to the extent that we are
spiritually quickened does this Presence become real to us.
This urge that we feel within ourselves is simply the One Presence
seeking to manifest itself in and to us. As to what Spirit really
is

r

it is that intangible Presence which exists in and of itself.

It exists as the All. We cannot really define Spirit for there is
nothing to which it can be compared.
Mr. Ingraham:

It seems to me we are beginning in the

middle of the book and going both ways.

We should get back to

the main question, of "What is the Word."
Miss Mingle:

Can we say the Word is the Christ?

We know

it is the Divine Logos, the only begotten of the Father, but back
of all that is the Creative Impetus which someone has called the
Word.
Mrs. Croft:

Could we say that the Christ and the Word

are synonymous?
Miss Mingle:

I think not, and just stop there. We would

have to explain the Word as the only begotten of the Father, and
show that it is begotten in the
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What evidence do we have of the Christ

in manifestation? If Christ is the ?/ord he must be more than the
activity of the Word, for a word must be more than the activity
of itself. We cannot have a word that is active without having
first a Word of Substance or Consciousness, therefore the Word
is the Creative Power in Divine Mind,

Christ, we might say, is

the Word in manifestation,
Mrs, Newman:

I have been talcing a few notes on the

different explanations of the Word, and I find that one note
seems to run through everyone's ideas of what the Word is, and
that is that the Word is the working power of God, which seems
to me a very good definition,
Mrs. Croft:

I move that we oo&t^nup this discussion over

for the next meeting,.
Mr, Ingrahara:

I second the motion for I have enjoyed this

discussion immensely.
Motion carried and Mr. January appointed to read from
CHRISTIAN HEALING at the next meeting.

