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(Report of meeting of Teachers and Healers of Unity 

Society, Monday May 5th, 1919.) 

Third paragraph of Lesson Six, Christian Healing, 

read by Mr. January. Subject, "The Word." 

DISCUSSION 

Miss Mingle: I believe the object was to formulate 

questions on each paragraph, or perhaps two paragraphs, as 

they are read. The question which comes to my mind from the 

paragraph just read is: "How does man form Ideals?" Or per-

haps we might say: "What is the difference between Ideals 

formed by man and those formed by God?" The point is to 

show that what is formed by the mind of man is to all ap-

pearances so much like that created by Divine Mind, that 

to the causual observer there would be no difference. We 

know however that this is a counterfeit creation unless 

man is poised in Divine Mind. 

Mr. Ingraham: This paragraph involves an idea that is 

discussed a great deal, and that is the point of difference 

between the creative Power of the Word and the formative 

power of thought. It is covered in the Correspondence Course 

under that idea, and I believe that some simple questi6n, 

which does not go so deeply into it would be better for a 

primary class. Such a question as the one suggested by 

Miss Mingle would be good. 

Lowell Billmore: I think all the questions should be 

those which bring out the practical ideas and not the theoretical 

points. 
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Mr. Hoscheur: "Are the words of man creative or formative 

in their nature? " This would be the question I would suggest. 

It would cause people to think both ways about the matter. 

Mr. Ingraham: How would this question do: "What is the 

difference between God's world and man's world?" 

Mrs. January: That would imply two worlds. 

Mr. Ingraham: Not necessarily; you and I live in two 

different worlds because we are differently constituted, yet 

to all appearances we live in the same world. 

Mr. Whitney: I would suggest as a question: "What is 

the difference between forming and creating through the Word?" 

Miss Mingle: We have had some good questions and it seems 

to me it would be a good thing to discuss them, thus bringing 

out a united expression of ideas to work'from. 

Mr. Hoscheur: It seems to me the question, "What difference 

is there between forming and creating through the power of the 

Word" would not be difficult to answer, for the same power that 

does the creating, does the forming. The only difference there 

could be between the formative process and the creative would 

be that the creative process is the primary force, and relates 

to bringing forth growing things, such as trees and plants and 

the things in nature. The formative power takes hold of what is 

all ready formed and brings it into expression. 

Lowell Fillmore: Do you mean that the formative power is 

that power which takes hold of the visible things, or do you 

mean it is that power which takes hold of creative Ideas and 

forms them? 

Mr. Hoscheur:In Divine Mind there is both the creative 

and formative power, but so far as man is concerned the human 
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consciousness contains only the formative power. Real and 

permanent creation is only in Divine Mind. Man, for instance, 

can take the elements and combine them, but he cannot create 

the elements - that shows that his power is merely formative 

and not creative. 

Lowell Fillmore; The Creative Mind forms invisible Sub-

stance, and the mind of man forms out of that Substance the 

things he needs - is that the thought? 

Charles Fillmore: So long as he does that, he is under 

the limitations of the intellect, because creative Mind must 

have the capacity 6f forming its own ideas. All man does is 

to be a witness. This is where the intellectual man falls 

down - he is continually trying to find the secret of eternal 

Life - the original Life element. I notice in the daily papers 

every now and then that some one has made the great discovery, 

but in the end it always turns out to be the same old thing, for 

back of it all is Life itself, and if those people could only 

realize that Life is there, and forms itself, all would be well. 

Miss Mingle: If man is lined up in Being he would be in 

touch with this perfect Form, would he not? Then if he would 

just let the Spirit of God move upon him, the manifestation 

would come forth in perfection. 

Mrs. Croft: Is not the Creative Power that which is in-

visible and the formative power that which takes its ideas 

from the invisible Creative Power, and brings them into mani-

festation? Our idea of the Source is that it is invisible, 

but comes into visibility through the formative power of the 

consciousness of man. The invisible creation is God's creation, 

and the visible creation the Lord God's creation. 
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Mr. Fillmore: Is not all visibility a matter of spiritual 

perception? If we would let God work in us and form his own 

Ideal world about us, we would not have any material world or 

material bodies. Ideas would be flashed instantly into the 

consciousness as we perceived the reality of those ideas, and 

we would have something new every minute. 

Mrs. Croft: Is that the ultimate? 

Charles Fillmore: Yes. I think all these things we 

see about us are only what man makes. 

Mr. Hoscheur: Do you mean the things which exist in the 

material world about us, or the things we see existing in the 

consciousness of man? 

Charles Fillmore: All that we see in this world about 

us is temporary, because they are perishable. God creates in 

the Absolute, and his creations never perish. Why, we make 

these flesh bodies after the character of our thought - they 

are not the creations of Divine Mind. 

Mr. Hoscheur: What power then called forth the mountains, 

the valleys, the creeks, etc.? Surely there was a Creative 

Power back of the mind of man which made all these things. 

Miss Mingle: I found myself pondering over that question 

of the mountains on my trip to . Salt Lake City, and the thought 

came to me that it was the exalted personality - the personal 

ego- expressing itself. 

Chaa.Fillmore: Did not Jesus Christ say we could remove 

the mountains and cast them into the sea? 

Mrs. Croft: What did Jesus mean then by ascending into the 

mountains to pray? 

Mr. Fillmore: In that case he merely entered a high state 

of consciousness. 
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Mri Hoscheur: I have not yet come to the place where I 

can see man calling forth creation, I must confess. Not even 

spiritual man, 

Charles Fillmore: It is not so much a matter of calling 

forth creation, as it is in seeing things as they are all ready 

created. Man has put these limitations upon the Divine Ideas 

and limits them to the forms we see about us. That is, he has 

put upon these Ideas the limitations of time, space, conditions,-

etc. 

Mrs. January: Then as long as we are living in this perish-

able body, and dealing with manifestations limited by man's 

consciousness, our creations will be perishable, but when we 

redeem these bodies, and remove the limitations from the Divine 

Ideas, then all things we create will be imperishable. Am I right? 

Charles Fillmore: When we have done all this, we wont create 

things, but we will see them as they are created. 

Lowell Fillmore: In the beginning God created all things 

in the Ideal, but we are limiting the expression. For instance, 

I presume we limit the idea of a fish to that which we see swimming 

about in the water, - a perishable thing. 

Charles Fillmore: There is an Idea back of every visible 

thing. A fish represents a positive thought in a negative 

element. It is true that we limit all manifestation. This 

formative power we are using now - through it man has made the 

limited world we dwell in, and now that he has made it he does 

not enjoy it, and wants to make something better. 

Miss Mingle: We read in Genesis that all things were 

brought to man to name. That is the formative power after 

it has been set into operation by Jehovah God. When we come 

into the Light of Understanding we begin to name things as 
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as 
they stand for ideas, instead of/mere things. 

Charles Fillmore: As we name them in this way we will 

put only good qualities into them. Forjinstance the limitation 

we have put upon the snake will be removed. Now a snake re-

presents a certain quality of wisdom. 

Miss Mingle: But not the highest Wisdom. 

Mr. Ingraham: Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-

ness, so there must be something there, which if lifted up, 

would express on a spiritual plane. 

Lowell Fillmore: In some of the old symbology, the serpent 

represents Eternal Life/ 

Mr. Ingraham: In the first chapter of Genesis we find that 

God created everything, therefore there must be a Divine Creation 

back of everything we see. This is the creation in Divine Mind. 

When all these things which God created came before the Adam 

man, he named them , but he named them through that Adam con-

sciousness, and so they became "material." As long as we re-

main in this consciousness we are living in perishable bodies 

and a perishable world, and dealing with perishable things. 

Now right after I had the "Flu" last winter my spiritual per-

ception was greatly quickened, and when I looked at a tree for 

instance, I saw in it something that is not leaves, branches, 

bark or limbs, but an actual Substance which is the thing as it 

is created in Divine Mind. The Lord God created the living 

thing which I saw in that tree, but man became lost in the 

form of it - that is in perceiving only the form he lost sight 

of the spiritual (which is the real) form of it. All things will 

become eternal to-us when we are able to perceive the reality 

back of the appearance. God created; the Lord God formed, but 



-7-

let us not make the mistake of separating the Creating 

Spirit from the form. When we keep that unity we will have 

the body created by God and formed by the Lord God which will 

be eternal and imperishable• 

Mr. Hoscheur: There is one question I would like to ask -

is the element of mortality necessarily antagonistic to Divine 

Mind? Is the fact that a tree changes its body and foliage due 

to an inferior power than Divine Mind? 

Charles Fillmore: We understand that we cannot have 

two states of mind and have both of them true. The real is 

the true, and the other is but a temporary appearance which 

may have a place, but not in Divine Mind. "Flesh and blood 

cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven." 

Mr. Ingraham: What will become of the flesh and blood that 

was made of the Word of God? 

Charles Fillmore: That is the real, true Substance. The 

Word, through man, has entered into a formative substance which 

was not based upon the Truth, with the result that we have a perish-

able world. 

Mr. Ingraham: Then If we speak this Word from the stand-

point of Truth we unify it tith the Truth, and bring forth per-

manent things? 

Mr. Fillmore: Yes. 

Miss Mingle: We can only d© it by seeing back of the mani-

fest world the Idea, the true spiritual Substance which underlies 

the visibility. When we touch the Divine Creation in consciousness, 

then we will bring forth perfection. 

Charles Fillmore: God created all these things and then 

turned them over to man. He gave man dominion over all things. 
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Miss Mingle: That is still the Divine Man, is it not, for 

Adam when he named those things had not fallen from Divine Con-

sciousness. It was later, we read, that .the mind of sense was 

developed. I suppose man became enamored of the formed things 

and so lost sight of the reality back of it all, and when the 

sense of separation was set up man lost the connection between 

the Creator and the creation. 

Charles Fillmore: It always seemed to me that in that 

first Adam there was no opposition to Divine Mind. He had 

not yet acquired Wisdom and so named things very much as a 

little child might name them. 

Lowell Fillmore: We might say that Adam was the vfay we 

would be if we remained lust as God made us. Jesus Christ was 

Adam with the character added. 

Charles Fillmore: We see people every day whom we say are 

good, etc. but they must be tested. There is something in tempta-

tion which makes us strong when we handle it right. 

Mrs. Croft: It is time for our meeting to close. Shall 

this discussion be continued at> the next meeting? 

Lowell Fillmore: I think it would be well to continue it/ 

as many good points are being brought out. I will ask Mrs. 

Quigley to read the next paragraph for us and Mrs. Parrish to 

lead the devotional exercise at the next meeting. Will Mr. 

Ingraham give us the silent Word for closing? 

Mr. Ingraham: "In our unity of purpose we are guided by 

Divine Wisdom, and prospered by Infinite Love." 


