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He hath made everything beautiful. 
—Eccles. 3:11. 

HP 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holi-

ness.—/ Chron. 16:29 (A. V.). 
The Son of man came . . . to minister. 

—Matt. 20:28. 

Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and 
an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ).—1 
Tim. 2:7 (A. V.J. 

And in every work that he began in the 
service of the house of God, and in the 
law, and in the commandments, to seek his 
God, he did it with all his heart, and pros-
pered.—// Chron. 31:21. 
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In the Presence of God 
In the castle of my soul 
Is a little postern gate, 
Whereat, when I enter, 
I am in the presence of God, 
In a moment, in the turning of a thought, 
I am where God is. 
This is a fact. 
When I enter into God, 
All life has a meaning. 
Without asking I know; 
My desires are even now fulfilled. 
My fever is gone. 
In the great quiet of God 
My troubles are but pebbles on the road, 
My joys are like the everlasting hills; 
So it is when I step through the gate of 

prayer 
From time into eternity. 
When I am in the consciousness of God 
My fellow men are not far off and for-

gotten, 
But close and strangely dear. 



Those whom I love 
Have a mystic value. 
They shine as if a light were glowing within 

them. 

So it is when my soul steps through the 
postern gate 

Into the presence of God. 
Big things become small, and small things 

become great. 
The near becomes far, and the future is near. 
The lowly and despised is shot through with 

glory. 
—Walter Rauschenbusch 

Foreword 
"D ITUAL, form, ceremony, have no value 

in themselves. The simplest heart may 
approach its God without the intercession 
of another person and without any ceremo-
nial rites. But even though we seek to wor-
ship Christ understanding^ and with the 
greatest possible simplicity, there are deep 
sentiments of the heart, even as there are 
deep things of God, that we have not yet 
learned to embody wholly in words. Jesus 
the Christ, even, found Himself unable to 
put a description of His heavenly abode 
into words that His hearers could under-
stand. He used symbols to describe the king-
dom. He said, "The kingdom of heaven is 
like . . ." ; and followed the introduction 
with a symbolical instance. In this Manual 
of Special Unity Services recourse to the lan-
guage of simple acts of faith is therefore 
sometimes invoked to utter what the voice 
cannot. 

E. C. W. 
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CONSECRATION OF CLASS 
MEMBERS 

1 
Now ye are the body of Christ, and mem-

bers in particular.—I Cor. 12:27 (A. V.J-



Consecration of New Members of 
a Sunday School Class 

(As arranged and used by Ernest C. Wilson) 

The teacher announces the consecration of new 
members, and invites the new members to come 
forward and stand facing him as their names are 
read by the class secretary. He then welcomes 
them as members of the class, calling attention to 
the opportunities and privileges of membership, 

and continues by saying: 

We have chosen a number of scriptural 
texts as expressive of the ideal of our 
class, and trust that as you hear them read, 
you may receive from them a special mes-
sage of blessing: 

"I am the vine, ye are the branches: He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
beareth much fruit: for apart from me ye 
can do nothing. . . . If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you." (John 
15:5, 7.) 

"These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be made full. This is my command-
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ment, that ye love one another, even as I 
have loved you." (John 15:11, 12.) 

"How good and how pleasant it is 
For brethren to dwell together in unity." 

(Psalms 133:1.) 
(Soft music is played during remainder of 

consecration.) 

Teacher reaches forth his hand, palm down. 
New members place their hands over his, and 

he says: 
We now repeat the 23d Psalm in the 

plural as our class blessing. Together: 
The Lord is our shepherd; we shall not 

want. 
He maketh us to lie down in green pas-

tures ; 
He leadeth us beside still waters. 
He restoreth our soul: 
He guideth us in the paths of righteous-

ness for his name's sake. 
Yea, though we walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death, 
We will fear no evil; for thou art with us: 
Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort us. 
Thou preparest a table before us in the 

presence of our enemies: 
Thou hast anointed our head with oil; 
Our cup runneth over. 

14 

Surely goodness and lovingkindness shall 
follow us all the days of our life; 

And we shall dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever. 

BENEDICTION O N N E W MEMBERS 

TEACHERS AND OLD MEMBERS (three 
times aloud and silently). As the Father has 
loved us, so do we love you. Continue ye in 
our love. Amen. 

• 

• % 
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EASTER FLOWER SERVICE 

* 

I am the vine, ye are the branches.—John 
15:5. 

I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of 
the valleys. 

As the lily among thorns, so is my love. 
—Song of Sol. 2:1, 2 (A.- V'.). 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad; and the desert shall rejoice, and blos-
som as the rose. 

It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice 
even with joy and singing.—Isa. 35:1, 2. 

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, 
Be strong, fear not . . . and the ransomed 
of Jehovah shall return, and come with sing-
ing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be 
upon their heads: they shall obtain gladness 
and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away.—Isa. 35:4, 10. 

e 

* 



Easter Flower Service 
(As originated and used by Ernest C. Wilson) 

Lilies gleam white in the light of Easter candles, 
stretching in a curving line on either side of the 
pulpit. The strains of Yon's "Christ Triumphant" 
add assurance to the atmosphere of renewed hope 
and faith—the spirit of resurrection—which is the 

spirit of Easter Sunday. 

MINISTER (giving the call to prayer). 
Lord Christ, we pause in adoration before 
Thy pure presence of being. 

CONGREGATION. Lord Christ, we pause in 
adoration before Thy pure presence of 
being. 

CONGREGATION AND CHOIR. Lord Christ, 
we pause in adoration before Thy pure pres-
ence of being. 

CONGREGATION AND CHOIR (singing 
"Gloria Patri," No. 143, Unity Song Se-
lections). 

"Glory be to the Father, 
And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen. Amen." 
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THE LORD S PRAYER 

MINISTER AND CONGREGATION. "Our 
Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. And 
leave us not in temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen." 

RESPONSIVE SERVICE 

MINISTER. I believe in one God almighty 
—peace, love, joy, and life, Father and 
Creator of all good, 

CONGREGATION. And in Jesus Christ our 
Lord, through whose power I am saved from 
evil, sin, and disease. 

MINISTER. I believe in myself, in God in 
me, 

CONGREGATION. And in my power 
through Christ to behold in myself the son 
of God, for such I am in Truth. 

MINISTER. I believe in my fellow man, in 
God in him, 

CONGREGATION. And in his power to be 
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filled with all good because God in his 
midst is All-Good. 

MINISTER. I believe in the forgiveness of 
sins, 

CONGREGATION. Which takes place when 
through Christ in me I remit and release sin 
from my consciousness. 

MINISTER. I believe in the resurrection of 
the body to perfect life and health, 

CONGREGATION. Which is achieved when 
through Christ the body is exalted above the 
belief in sin, disease, and death. 

MINISTER. I believe in everlasting joy, 
peace, love, and life, 

CONGREGATION. Which are realized when 
through the knowledge of Truth we behold 
heaven in our very midst. Amen. 

This is followed by a congregational hymn, "He 
is risen, He is risen" (No. 157, Unity Song Se-
lections) ; a solo, "Open the Gates of the Tem-

pie" (Knapp) ; and a meditation: 

MINISTER. O Lord God, quicken in us 
the vision that, looking within the fleshly 
walls of Thy temple, beholds Thy Spirit 
there! Light within us the fire of Thy con-
suming love that burns away the dross of 
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error, and makes of our heart a holy shrine 
for Thy abiding. Give us to know Thy joy, 
as with patience and forbearance, with in-
finite thoughts and words and deeds of love, 
we reveal Thy Son within. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

MINISTER AND CONGREGATION (conclud-
ing this portion of the service with this ac-
knowledgment, spoken three times). Through 
the power of the living Christ, I am quick-
ened to newness of life. 
The minister presents his Easter message, and con-
cludes by calling attention to a plain large wreath 
of green that stands before the pulpit in striking 
contrast to the abundance of flowers on either side. 

MINISTER. HOW we find God is less im-
portant than that we find Him. We are as-
sured that if with all our heart we truly 
seek Him, we shall ever surely find Him. 
Sometimes we can more fully express our 
feelings and our desire in a simple act of 
faith than we can in words. In either case 
a symbol is employed. In one we symbolize 
thought and feeling by the language of 
speech, in the other by the language of ac-
tion. As Solomon symbolized the spiritual 
nature in man, so we seek today to sym-
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bolize our yearning to express the Christ 
within, and His Truth. "I am the rose of 
Sharon," said Solomon, "and the lily of the 
valleys." 

So today in flowers we offer Christ our 
devotion in an active prayer of faith. 

Let the wreath of green before you sym-
bolize the infinite life of God. The wreath 
is circular and endless to remind us that 
the life of God is without beginning or end. 
It is green to symbolize the expression of 
life in the abundance of the natural world. 

The life of each of us is a part of that 
larger life of God. "I am the vine, ye are 
the branches," said Christ. It is in us that 
the life of God comes into manifestation. 
The closer we live to Him the more beauti-
ful and radiant our own life is, and the 
more glorious life becomes to us. 

We invite you to accept a little flower 
and, coming here to the pulpit, to place the 
flower in the wreath. With the flower you 
will be given a little written blessing, 
which has been lovingly and prayerfully 
prepared for you. We invite you to keep it 
and memorize it, and we trust that by the 
law of attraction you will receive just the 
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blessing that will most help and inspire you 
in meeting the challenges and opportunities 
that lie before you. 

As you place this flower in the wreath, let 
it be with the thought of consciously placing 
your life in the infinite life of God, or of 
recognizing that your life is already safely 
and lovingly held in His. Perhaps as you 
do so the thought of some deeply felt desire 
of your heart will come to mind. If so, 
place this too in the encircling life of God, 
praying that it may meet with His gracious 
approval, and rededicating yourself to its 
fulfillment. 

Perhaps, too, the thought of some loved 
one at a distance, or of one who has slipped 
out into the realm of life beyond the phys-
ical, may enter your thought. Include him in 
your realization. Say silently: "Your life is 
one with the infinite, radiant, and spiritual 
life of God. His love and wisdom infold 
you. His presence guides and directs you. 
The presence of God that passes understand-
ing abides in you now and always." 
Row by row members of the congregation come 
forward, receiving flowers from robed attendants 
and placing them in the wreath. Gradually the 
dull green becomes a radiant circle of fragrant 
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bloom. The drabness of Easter Eve gives way to 
the glory of Easter Day. The promise of the leaf 
is fulfilled in the blooming of the flower. Soft 
music accompanies the ceremony, and as finally 
the members of the choir and the minister place 

their flowers in the wreath the music swells. 

CONGREGATION (rising and singing 3d 
stanza of No. 258, Unity Song Selections). 

"More like the Master I would live and 
grow; 

More of His love to others I would show; 
More self-denial like His in Galilee, 
More like the Master I long to ever be." 

MINISTER. (Pronounces the benediction.) 
CHOIR (responding with 1st stanza of 

No. 265, Unity Song Selections). 

"God be with you till we meet again; 
By His counsels guide, uphold you, 
With His sheep securely fold you; 
God be with you till we meet again." 
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A CHRISTMAS 
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

1 

For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD 
my God will enlighten my darkness. 
—Psalms 18:28 (A. V.). 

To shine upon them that sit in dark-
ness and the shadow of death; 

To guide our feet into the way of peace. 
—Luke 1:79. 

While ye have light, believe on the light, 
that ye may become sons of light.—John 
12:36. 

I am come a light into the world.—John 
12:46. 



A Christmas Candlelight Service 
(As originated and used by Ernest C. Wilson) 

There is a soft, dim light in the chapel, a light 
that comes from a single tall burning candle; and 
though the light is not very bright, somehow its 
warm glow seems to reach even to the far corners 
of the room. To those who are entering it stands 

out in startling vividness. 
There is soft music from the organ, as a medley 
of simple old Christmas airs is played. A tiny 
white candle is given to each person as he enters. 
About the little taper of wax a slip of paper is 
rolled, and as each person removes the slip he 
finds inscribed upon it a Christmas blessing that 
has been lovingly selected with the prayer that it 
may reach just the person whom it would help 
most. As the hour of the service approaches 

voices are heard chanting softly: 

CHIOR (NO. 139, Unity Song Selections). 

"Silent night! holiest night! 
All is dark save the light 
Yonder where they sweet vigil keep 
O'er the Babe, who in silent sleep 
Rests in heavenly peace, 
Rests in heavenly peace." 

The song dies away, and another begins. 
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CHOIR (No. 144, Unity Song Selections). 

"O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him born the King of 

angels; 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us 

adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the 

Lord." 

A brighter glow begins to fill the chapel as the 
singers, each with a lighted candle in his hand, 
enter in slow procession. As they approach the 
single candle on the platform, the light of their 
candles is augmented by the overhead lights in 
the chapel. The music changes, and the congrega-

tion joins the choir in song. 

CHOIR AND CONGREGATION (No. 
Unity Song Selections). 

"Hark! the herald angels sing, 
'Glory to the newborn King, 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!' 
Joyful all ye nations, rise; 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th' angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
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140, 

With th' angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

There is an impressive silence; then the minister 
leads the congregation in a realization statement. 

MINISTER AND CONGREGATION. "Christ 
is born anew in me, and I am quickened 
and healed!' 

A solo follows, and then all join in a responsive 
reading. 

RESPONSIVE READING 

MINISTER. "Though Christ a thousand 
times in Bethlehem be born, 

If he's not born in thee, thy soul is all 
forlorn." 

CONGREGATION. We behold in Jesus the 
Christ an illustration of the eternal Christ 
principle, the divine sonship of every one. 

MINISTER. Christ said, "He that believeth 
on me, the works that I do shall he do also; 
and greater works than these shall he do." 

CONGREGATION. We consecrate our life 
to the unfoldment and expression of our 
divine sonship, so that we may fulfill His 
life in ours. 

MINISTER. Christ said, "I am the light of 
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the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life." 

CONGREGATION. We turn from the dark-
ness of limitation to the eternal light of the 
Christ; from the belief in evil and depravity 
to the truth of the all-infolding good. 

MINISTER. Christ said, "I came that they 
may have life, and may have // abundantly." 

CONGREGATION. My life, my health, my 
joy, my supply, are of God. I am one with 
Him, and all that He has is mine. 

MINISTER. "Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom can 
be no variation, neither shadow that is cast 
by turning." 
The minister gives his Christmas message and 
concludes with an explanation of the candle serv-
ice, in which he invites the people to take part. 

MINISTER. Ritual, form, ceremony, have 
no value in themselves. The simplest heart 
may approach its God, without the inter-
cession of another person and without any 
ceremonial rites. Even though we seek to 
worship Christ understanding^ and with 
the greatest possible simplicity, there are 

deep sentiments of the heart, even as there 
are deep things of God, that we have not yet 
learned wholly to embody in words. Jesus 
the Christ even found Himself unable to 
put a description of His heavenly abode 
into words that His hearers could under-
stand. He used symbols to describe the king-
dom. He said, "The kingdom of heaven is 
like . . . " ; and followed that introduction 
with a symbolical instance. 

So tonight in seeking to represent that 
mystical experience by which the Son of 
God, the Christ ideal, is born in the manger 
of the human heart, we have recourse to 
symbols. They are childlike, simple sym-
bols, like those which Jesus used. They have 
no value in themselves. Their only value is 
in the response that they quicken in us; and 
if they give to us a clearer conception of 
the indwelling presence of Christ, if they 
throw light upon parts of the Christmas 
story that have been obscure to us, then the 
purpose of this service will be fulfilled. 

The tall lighted candle that stands here 
before us is to remind us of Him who 
said: "I am the light of the world." "Ye 
are the light of the world. . . . let your 
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light shine." "In him was life; and the life 
was the light of men." 

The twelve candles that are now to be 
lighted and placed by members of the choir 
represent the twelve disciples of Christ and 
the attributes of Being that the disciples 
symbolize. Like attributes exist within each 
of us, and are to be quickened into service 
of the Christ as we take on His likeness. 

As the minister stops speaking, twelve members 
of the choir arise, and each in succession pauses 
before the tall candle and relights from it the red 
one that he carried in the processional, announc-
ing as he does so the name of the disciple for 
whom it is lighted and also the attribute of mind 

that the disciple represents. 
"I place this candle for John, who represents 

love," says the first. 
"I place this candle for Peter, who represents 

faith," says the second. 
The others place candles for Andrew (strength), 
James the son of Zebedee (judgment), Philip 
(power), Bartholomew (imagination), Thomas 
(understanding), Matthew (will) , James the son 
of Alphaeus (order), Simon the Canaanean 
(zeal), Thaddaeus (renunciation), and Judas 

(life). 
As the last of the twelve places his candle, the 

minister resumes his story of the service. 

MINISTER. The tiny candles that were pre-
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sented to you unlighted, as you entered this 
room, are to remind you that you have been 
intrusted with a gift of God like unto that 
of Christ; and that as He became the light 
of the world by letting His light shine, so 
that same Christ light, quickened and glow-
ing in each of us, is to become the light of 
our world, and is even to reach beyond our 
own world into the lives of others. The 
candles were given to you unlighted, be-
cause you alone can bring forth the light 
that is within you, even though others may 
call it forth by the inspiration that they give 
you. You are to light them from the light 
of the universal Christ, for it is in the light 
of the Christ that we find the latent light 
within us and learn how to bring it into 
expression. You are to place your tiny can-
dle at the foot of the greater one, there to 
let it shine and add its brightness to "the 
Light of the World." You will place your 
candle in a bed of salt, for those who light 
the light of Christ within themselves are 
indeed the salt of the earth. So this simple 
ceremony becomes a prayer of the hand and 
the heart as well as of the lips that the 
Truth that it symbolizes may be speedily 
manifest for you. 
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Row by row the members of the congregation 
arise, come forward, light their tiny candles from 
the tall one, place them in the tray of salt before 
it, and resume their seats. Soft music accompanies 
the ceremony, and as finally the last tiny candle is 
lighted, the music swells, the congregation is 

bidden to arise, and all join in singing: 

CONGREGATION (1st stanza of No. 137, 
Unity Song Selections). 

"Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing." 

The choir files out in slow recessional. The min-
ister pronounces the benediction, and the last pic-
ture presented by the service is that of a tall 
lighted taper of white; twelve smaller red ones 
reaching upward below it; and spread out be-
fore them is a field of a myriad flickering tiny 

white lights. The service is ended. 

PREPARING FOR THE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

The service just described can be simplified or 
made more elaborate according to the conditions 
under which it is to be used. 

If there is no organ, other music will be found 
very acceptable. Solo numbers may be substituted 
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for choir numbers. The processional and reces-
sional may be omitted. 

In the service described the choir wore robes to 
produce an appearance of uniformity. The candles 
carried by the choir were red, to contrast with 
the surplices and to emphasize the whiteness of 
the Christ candle before which the twelve red 
candles were later placed. 

An eighteen-inch white candle was used to rep-
resent the Christ. Ten-inch red candles were car-
ried by the choir. Tiny white "birthday" candles, 
which are sold generally at ten cents for a box 
containing twenty-four, were used for presenta-
tion to the members of the audience. 

To make preparations for such a service a special 
committee is appointed several weeks before to 
select and type or write the short Bible verses 
and Truth statements to accompany the candles 
given to members of the congregation. No verse 
or statement should contain more than a dozen 
words, and the slips of paper should be as small 
as possible. A number of quotations can be writ-
ten on one sheet of paper and then cut apart. If 
there are a great many to be prepared, it is well 
to have as many as possible mimeographed on a 
sheet of paper eight and one-half by eleven inches 
in size. A slip should be rolled about each candle 
and fastened with a tiny rubber band or bit of 
colored twine. 

At the front of the room or chapel in which the 
service is to be held place a table large enough 
to provide for a single candlestick for the Christ 
candle, a candelabrum or other stand for the 
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twelve red candles that represent the disciples, 
and a large, shallow tray or trays full of salt in 
which the tiny white candles are to be placed. 

Do not have the twelve candles less than six 
inches from the tall white one, because the heat 
will soften it and cause it to bend. A simple 
holder for the twelve red candles would be a 
piece of one-by-four board about twenty-six inches 
long, in which holes are bored two inches apart 
to hold the candles. If such an arrangement is 
used, it will look well to have shorter candles 
near the ends and taller ones at the center. A 
block of wood cut like a double flight of steps 
will produce the same effect. Two candelabra 
with holders for six candles each may be used. 

Shallow tin trays are the best containers for the 
salt in which the tiny candles are to be placed. If 
they are not available, cardboard box covers may be 
used, but they must be carefully watched lest they 
be ignited as the candles burn down. The little 
candles will possibly burn down before the con-
clusion of the service, and it is well to have a 
small box or bowl of salt conveniently placed, so 
that salt may be sprinkled over the candles that 
burn down. Other candles may then be placed 
where the first ones have burned out. This is 
necessary when the attendance is large and the 
service necessarily long. 

Christmas music suitable for congregation and 
choir will be found in Unity Song Selections, the 
songbook published by Unity School of Chris-
tianity. 

38 

A COMMUNION SERVICE 

This do in remembrance of me.—Luke 
22:19-



Communion Service 
(As adapted and used by Ernest C. Wilson) 

The music for this service is taken from "Two 
Short Communion Services," by Vernon Eville. 

After the prelude the choir enters singing. 
The congregation sings hymn No. 143, Unity 
Song Selections; and minister and congregation 

recite the Lord's Prayer in unison. 

MINISTER. Almighty God, unto whom all 
hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
Thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
Thee, and worthily magnify Thy holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CHOIR (NO. 227, Unity Song Selections). 

Jesus, in all humbleness 
Side by side I walk with Thee; 

Though at times the way be dark, 
In Thy presence I am free. 

Safe, protected, in Thy care, 
All my seeming fears subside; 

And I find my pathway clear 
Always with Thee to abide. 
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Thou my refuge always, Lord; 
Thou my guidance sure will be. 

I can never be alone, 
For my life is bound with Thee. 

I am Thine; in faith I trust 
As all praise to Thee I sing. 

Sure and strong above my head 
Spreads the shelter of Thy wing. 

Thou, O Christ, art all in all, 
Just and holy; Lord, I know 

When Thou openest Thy hand, 
Healing streams of life do flow. 

There is peace and hope and love 
In Thy radiant presence, Lord, 

And I rest secure, unharmed 
In the promise of Thy word. 

DECALOGUE 

MINISTER. God spake these words, and 
said: "I am Jehovah thy God . . . Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me." 

CONGREGATION. O God, I have no other 
gods before Thee. 

CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

MINISTER. "Thou shalt not make unto 
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thee a graven image, nor any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth; thou shalt not bow down 
thyself unto them, nor serve them." 

CONGREGATION. O God, I worship Thee 
alone. All things in my life are in subjection 
to Thy will. 

CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

MINISTER. "Thou shalt not take the name 
of Jehovah thy God in vain." 

CONGREGATION. Thy name, O God, in-
vokes Thy power. I reverence Thy name and 
its power. 

CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

MINISTER. "Remember the sabbath day, 
to keep it holy." 

CONGREGATION. O God, I would render 
all days holy by thoughts and acts worthy of 
Thee. 

CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

MINISTER. "Honor thy father and thy 
mother." 
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CONGREGATION. O God, I would honor 
those dear to me by honoring Thee in them. 

CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

MINISTER. "Thou shalt not kill." 
CONGREGATION. All life, O God, is of 

Thy Spirit. I will revere and conserve it in 
Thy name. 

CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

MINISTER. "Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery." 

CONGREGATION. Thou, O God, art love. 
In Thy name I will keep love pure and 
holy. 

CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

MINISTER. "Thou shalt not steal." 
CONGREGATION. Thy Spirit in me, O 

God, I will not rob to serve the flesh. 
CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us, and 

incline our hearts to keep this law. 
MINISTER. "Thou shalt not bear false 

witness." 
CONGREGATION. I bear witness, O God, 
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my Father, to Thy Truth in others and 
myself. 

CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

MINISTER. "Thou shalt not covet." 
CONGREGATION. O God, I seek only 

that which by Thy gift of grace is mine. 
CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us, and 

write all these Thy laws in our hearts, in 
Thy dear name. 

MINISTER. Hear what our Lord Jesus 
Christ saith: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the great and 
first commandment. And a second like unto 
it is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments the 
whole law hangeth, and the prophets." 
Lord, illumine and bless us. 

CHOIR. Lord, illumine and bless us. 
Christ, illumine and bless us. 
Lord, illumine and bless us. 

MEDITATION 
MINISTER AND CONGREGATION. I believe 

in one God almighty—peace, love, joy, and 
life, Father and Creator of all good—and in 
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Jesus Christ our Lord, through whose 
power I am saved from evil, sin, and disease. 
I believe in myself, in God in me, and in 
my power through Christ to behold in my-
self the son of God, for such I am in 
Truth. I believe in my fellow man, in God 
in him, and in his power to be filled with all 
good because God in his midst is all good. 
I believe in the forgiveness of sins that 
takes place when through the Christ in me I 
remit and release sin from my consciousness. 
I believe in the resurrection of the body to 
perfect life and health, which is achieved 
when through Christ the body is exalted 
above the belief in sin, disease, and death. 
I believe in everlasting joy, peace, love, and 
life, which are realized when through the 
knowledge of Truth we behold heaven in 
our very midst. Amen. 

MINISTER. Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
CHOIR. Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
CONGREGATION. Praise be to Thee, O 

Christ. 
CHOIR. Glory be to Thee, O Christ. 

Music is played while the offering is now taken, 
and the minister then delivers his sermon on 

"The Holy Communion." 
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SPIRITUAL C O M M U N I O N 

MINISTER. YOU who do truly and ear-
nestly repent you of your sins, and are in 
love and charity with your neighbors, and 
intend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking hence-
forth in His holy ways, draw near to Him 
in your heart, and take this holy sacrament 
to your comfort; and make your humble con-
fession of faith to Almighty God. (Musk.) 

MINISTER. O Lord Christ, cleanse Thou 
our thoughts that they may be one with Thy 
Truth and purity. Help us to make our 
bodies the fit temples for Thine indwelling 
in order that, being many, they may be one 
with Thine immortal body; in order that 
this mortal may put on immortality and the 
pure substance of Thy being may be mani-
fest in us. This be, O Christ, the bread of 
life to us. 

"And . . . he took bread, and when he 
had blessed, he brake it, and gave to them, 
and said, Take ye: this is my body." 
(Pause.) 

MINISTER. O Lord Christ, cleanse Thou 
our hearts, that they may be one with Thy 
great heart of love. Permit us, by Thy 
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grace, to receive into our own hearts the 
lifestream of Thy redeeming love. Let us, 
O Christ, drink from this cup of life, that 
this corruptible may put on incorruption. 

"And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks, he gave to them: and they all 
drank of it. And he said unto them, This 
is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many." (Pause.) 

PRAYER OF ACCEPTANCE 

MINISTER AND CONGREGATION. Lord 
Christ, we pray that in mind and heart and 
body we may be so quickened to Thy con-
sciousness that we may manifest Thy holy 
likeness; that what we eat and drink and 
think and say and do may glorify Thee; 
that Thy words may be fulfilled in us: 
"This do in remembrance of me." 

MINISTER. Lift up your hearts. 
CHOIR. We lift them unto the Lord. 
MINISTER. Let us give thanks unto our 

Lord God. 
CHOIR. It is meet and right to do so. 

MINISTER. Therefore with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify Thy glorious 
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name; evermore praising Thee, and saying: 
CHOIR. 

"Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts! 
Heaven and earth are full, are full of Thy 

glory. 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord Most High. 
Amen, amen, amen." 

The service closes with the doxology sung by the 
congregation and the benediction pronounced by 

the minister. 
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SPIRITUAL BAPTISM 

1 

John answered, saying unto them all, I 
indeed baptize you with water; but there 
cometh he that is mightier than I, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to 
unloose: he shall baptize you in the Holy 
Spirit.—Luke 3:16. 

I indeed baptize you in water unto re-
pentance: but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 

f worthy to bear: he shall baptize you in the 
Holy Spirit.—Matt. 3:11. 

I baptized you in water; but he shall bap-
tize you in the Holy Spirit.—Mark 1:8. 

For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ did put on Christ.—Gal. 3:27. 
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Spiritual Baptism 

The simple form of spiritual baptism given here 
is used at Unity Chapel in Kansas City the fourth 
Sunday of each month in connection with the in-
duction of new members. The minister announces 
that new members are to be received and invites 
them, as the chairman reads their names, to come 
forward and stand facing him to receive spiritual 
baptism. The minister briefly welcomes them into 
membership in Unity Society, concluding his re-

marks as follows: 

MINISTER. In Unity we do not make use 
of water in baptism, as did John of old, but 
prefer instead to follow the example of 
Jesus, whose form of baptism John fore-
told (Mark 1:7, 8 ) : "There cometh after 
me he that is mightier than I, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down 
and unloose. I baptized you in water; but he 
shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit." 

The account of Jesus' baptism of His dis-
ciples is found in the 20th chapter of the 
Gospel of John, verses 19 to 22: "When 
therefore it was evening, on that day, the 
first day of the week, and when the doors 
were shut where the disciples were, for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the 
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midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto 
you. And when he had said this, he showed 
unto them his hands and his side. The dis-
ciples therefore were glad, when they saw 
the Lord. Jesus therefore said to them again, 
Peace be unto you: as the Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you. And when he had 
said this, he breathed on them, and saith 
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit." 

So, in His blessed name, we invite you 
to receive that Holy Spirit. Will the con-
gregation kindly rise, and repeat for these 
our new members, this charge: 

"In the name and through the power of 
Jesus Christ, receive ye the Holy Spirit." 

Let us repeat the statement first aloud and 
then silently, three times. 
The music of hymn No. 295 (Unity Song Selec-
tions) is played softly while the minister leads the 
congregation in repeating the blessing. Then the 
soloist or choir sings the words of the hymn 
while minister, new members, and congregation 
stand silent. At the conclusion of the hymn the 
minister says, "Amen," and the new members and 

the congregation are seated. 

54 

M A R R I A G E C E R E M O N I E S 

% 

Marriage is honorable in all.—Heb. 13:4. 
And Jehovah God said, It is not good 

that the man should be alone; I will make 
him a help meet for him.—Gen. 2:18. 

For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and cleave to his wife 
. . . What therefore God hath joined to-
gether, let not man put asunder.—Matt. 
19:5, 6. 



Marriage Ceremony 
(As arranged and used by Charles Fillmore) 

MINISTER. True marriage is more than 
the joining in the bonds of matrimony of 
two people. It is in its right relation the 
uniting of two souls already attuned to 
each other. 

When such a true bond already exists be-
tween man and woman, it is proper that an 
outward acknowledgment be made. This 
acknowledgment is the prime object of this 
gathering and this ceremony. We are here 
to bear witness of the entry into the closer 
relationship of husband and wife of these 
two beloved friends who are already one in 
spirit. 

If in the sight of the law there is any 
reason why this union should not take 
place, let it now be made known. (Pause.) 

If under the law of man or the law of 
God there is any reason known to either of 
you why you should not be made husband 
and wife, let it now be made known. 
(Pause.) 

, do you take to 
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be your wedded wife, to love her, to pro-
tect her, to provide for her, and to be unto 
her a dutiful husband ? 

BRIDEGROOM. I do. 

MINISTER. j Jo you take 
- to be your wedded husband, 

to love him, to inspire him with courage 
and true thoughts, and always be unto him a 
dutiful wife? 

BRIDE. I do. (Groom places ring on third 
finger of left hand of bride.) 

MINISTER. This ring represents the end-
less spiritual love that links you spirit to 
spirit and soul to soul in that union of 
which Jesus Christ said: 

"Have ye not read, that he who made 
them from the beginning made them male 
and female, and said, For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife; and the two shall become 
one flesh? . . . What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder." 

Please join hands. 
and , under the 

authority of the law of our land, and in the 
name of the Holy Spirit, who performs 

58 

every true marriage, I pronounce you hus-
band and wife. 

INVOCATION 

MINISTER. Almighty Father, witness of 
every true marriage and sealer of every spir-
itual union, we invoke Thy blessing upon 
these Thy obedient children. 

Be Thou with them in all their ways. 
Bless them with goodness and Truth, purity 
and wisdom, fidelity and forbearance, pros-
perity and contentment. 

Let their minds be illumined with Thy 
wisdom, their souls vivified with Thy life, 
and their bodies purified with Thy substance. 
Amen. 
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Marriage Ceremony 
(As adapted and used by Ernest C. Wilson) 

MINISTER. Dear friends of us all: You 
are entering into that holy estate which is 
the deepest mystery of experience and the 
very sacrament of divine love. 

It is a chief moment in life when two peo-
ple who were strangers to each other are 
drawn together by an irresistible attraction, 
so that their souls cannot be henceforth di-
vided by time or space; when a man sees 
in a single woman that dream of purity and 
sweetness which has ever haunted his soul; 
when in a single man the woman finds the 
rest and satisfaction her heart has been un-
consciously seeking. It is a revelation from 
above and makes all things new; it is the 
hand of Providence and annuls every argu-

\ ment of worldly providence. 
You are performing an act of utter faith, 

believing in each other to the utmost. 
As the bride gives herself to the bride-

groom, let him be to her now father and 
mother, sister and brother, and—most 
sacred—husband. As he gives himself to 
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her, let the bride sustain and inspire his 
heart in the great affairs of life and in his 
chosen calling. 

If you wish your new estate to be touched 
with perennial beauty, cherish those gracious 
visions which have made spring within your 
heart during the days of your betrothal. You 
must never forget or deny the vision you 
once saw; you must resolve that it be not 
blotted out or blurred by the commonplace 
experiences of life. Faults may appear that 
were once hidden in a golden mist; excellen-
cies may seem to fade in the glare of the 
noonday sun. Still be unmoved in your de-
votion; still remain confident and hopeful. 
Amid the seeming reality of present imper-
fection believe in the ideal. You saw it 
once. It still exists. It is the final truth. 

This is the man, this is the woman, you 
love. This is the shape of spiritual beauty 
that God sees and that for an hour He 
showed to you. This is the soul that is to be 
when victory over temptations, hindrances, 
failures is accomplished. Hide this image in 
your inmost heart. Make real this ideal in 
your united lives, and your home will be a 
"place of repair and harbor," a dwelling 
place of contentment and abiding joy, a 
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foretaste of that heavenly habitation where 
goodness reigns and love is the very air, the 
kingdom and home of our Father above. 

Let us unite in prayer. 
Our Father who art in heaven, at every 

turning of life's way, we would stop to 
seek Thy guidance and Thy blessing. We 
thank Thee that Thou art love and that 
Thou hast created us after Thy image. 

We thank Thee for planting love for 
woman in the heart of man, and love for 
man in the heart of woman. We thank Thee 
too for the unselfishness and heroic services 
that have had this love as their motive, and 
for all the gladness that has radiated from 
homes founded upon this rock of inspiring 
hope, faith, and courage in other lives. 

Be here, Lord Jesus, even as Thou wert 
at Cana of Galilee, to grace and bless our 
wedding feast. Richly bless these two lives 
now to be made one by this bond of love. 
May they live each for the other and both 
for God. May their home be Thy abiding 
place and Thou their constant guest. 

Remember in much mercy and kindness 
each of us gathered here and all our dear 
ones far and near. Watch over the homes 
of our fair land, and may all the families 
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of earth be blessed. In Jesus' name. Amen. 
If in the sight of the law there is any 

reason why this union should not take place, 
let it now be made known. (Pause.) 

If under the law of man or of God there 
is any reason known to either of you why 
you should not be made husband and wife, 
let it now be made known. (Pause.) 

MINISTER. Who gives this bride in mar-
riage ? 

PARENT OR SPONSOR. I do. 

MINISTER. Then, , do you' 
take to be your; wedded wife, 
to love her, to protect her, to provide for 
her, and to be unto her a dutiful husband? 

BRIDEGROOM. I do. 

MINISTER. { do you take 
to be your wedded husband, 

to love him, to inspire him with courage and 
true thoughts, and always be unto him a 
dutiful wife ? \ rA~^ "^k"'""' ' 

BRIDE. I do. (Groom places ring on third 
er of left hand of bride.) 

MINISTER. This ring is a symbol of the 
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endless spiritual love that links you spirit to 
spirit and soul to soul in that union of 
which Jesus Christ said: 

"Have ye not read, that he who made 
them from the beginning made them male 
and female, and said, For this cause shall 
a man leave his father and mother, and 
shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall 
become one flesh? . . . What therefore 
God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder." 

Please join hands. 
and , under the 

authority of our land, the authority vested 
in me by this State, and in the name of the 
Holy Spirit, who performs every true mar-
riage, I pronounce you man and wife. 

INVOCATION 

MINISTER. Almighty Father, witness of 
every true marriage, and sealer of every 
spiritual union, we invoke Thy blessing 
upon these Thy obedient children. 

Be Thou consciously with them in all 
their ways. Bless them with goodness and 
Truth, purity and wisdom, fidelity and for-
bearance, " prosperity and contentment. 

Let their minds be illumined with Thy 

64 f 65 



wisdom, their souls vivified with Thy life, | Marriage Ceremony 
and their bodies purified with Thy sub-
stance Amen ^s use^ by Francis J. Gable) 

MINISTER. We are gathered together in 
the presence of almighty God and these 

1 witnesses to ratify in the outer and in the 
eyes of man a union of souls that has al-
ready taken place in spirit 

If there is any one present who knows any 
reasofi why this ceremony should not pro-
ceed, let him speak or remain forever silent. 
If either of you, in your heart, knows of 
any reason why you should 'not be so united, 
let it now be spoken. 

The estate of wedlock is a holy one, not 
to be lightly entered upon, but only under 

f- the guidance of infinite wisdom and divine 
love. The Master's first recorded miracle 
was at a wedding feast, which he indorsed 
and approved by His presence. It is there-
fore fitting that we pause and realize the 
presence of God at this time. 

Our Father-God, we acknowledge and re-
joice in Thy holy presence at this hour and 
in these hearts. We acknowledge Thy pres-
ence of love, manifesting itself under all 
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circumstances, which never faileth. We ac-
knowledge Thy presence of harmony per-
vading all activities of this new home that 
is here established. W e acknowledge Thy 
presence of abundance filling the minds, 
hearts, and affairs of this couple. We ac-
knowledge Thy presence of joy which shall 
be their everlasting strength. We are grate-
ful for this Thy presence, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 

Do you, , take this woman 
to be your lawful wedded wife and, for-
saking all others, promise to cleave to her 
alone, to love, protect, and cherish her 
throughout all time? 

BRIDEGROOM. I do. 
Do you, , take this man to be 

your lawful wedded husband, to love, honor, 
and sustain him through all circumstances? 

BRIDE. I do. 

(To he inserted when ring is used) 

MINISTER. This ring by its shape is a 
symbol of eternity, without beginning or 
end, and is a true emblem of the undying 
love that shall exist between you. The sub-
stance of which it is composed is a symbol 
of purity, which shall ever characterize 

your minds and hearts in all your relationSj^-^^A/ 
GROOM (placing it upon the third finger/&&*„ 

of bride's left hand). With this ring I thee Y T S X -
wed and with it I bestow upon thee all the ' 
treasures of my mind, heart, and hands. 

MINISTER. YOU will now join hands. 
In conformity with your mutual declara-

tions and pledges, and by the authority 
vested in me, I now pronounce you man and 
wife; and what God hath joined together 
let not man put asunder. 

I bless you in the name of Jesus Christ. 

ABOUT MARRIAGE CEREMONIES 
Every ordained leader or minister should be fa-

miliar with the marriage laws of his State and 
the legal qualifications of a minister for perform-
ing marriage ceremonies. "The Cokesbury Mar-
riage Manual," which can be secured at any 
church supply house, is of value to those desiring 
this information. The laws are different in various 
States; for instance, in some States the ministers 
are required to file a copy of their ordination with 
the clerk of the district court, who records same 
and issues a certificate thereon. A few States re-
quire a bond on the part of the minister. 

As a matter of information and service to Unity 
leaders, the Field Department is securing a digest 
of the laws of each State relating to marriage and 
the requirements governing ministers. 
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CHRISTENING CEREMONIES 

Suffer the little children to come unto me; 
forbid them not: for to such belongeth the 
kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom 
of God as a little child, he shall in no wise 
enter therein. And he took them in his 
arms, and blessed them, laying his hands 
upon them.—Mark 10:14-16. 



Christening for Children 
(Form used by Charles Fillmore, the Sunday school 
superintendent, and healers of Unity Society at the 
first christening service for children, Sunday, June 

19, 1921) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL S U P E R I N T E N D E N T 
(reading from the 10th chapter of Mark). 

"And they were bringing unto him little 
children, that he should touch them: and 
the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus 
saw it, he was moved with indignation, and 
said unto them, Suffer the little children to 
come unto me; forbid them not: for to 
such belongeth the kingdom of God. Verily 
I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall in no wise enter therein. And he took 
them in his arms, and blessed them, laying 
his hands upon them." 

It is in the Spirit of the Lord that we are 
bringing our children this morning to be 
blessed. Let the minds and hearts of all 
those in the room be made pure and holy 
and receptive to the word. Here in the 
heavenly Presence, let us forgive all the 
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error states we have had in consciousness, 
and come pure and holy into the presence 
of the Most High. Here in this sacred 
place, consecrated to God, let us all become 
as one; as little children, pure, and sweet, 
and true, and loving, and trusting, casting 
all our cares here and now upon Him, 
stamping in the hearts of all present the 
law of holiness, bringing into expression the 
law of holiness so that these our little ones 
may carry this atmosphere with them always. 

To this end let us all join in these words: 
"/ am now in the presence of pure Being, 
and immersed in the Holy Spirit of life, 
love, and wisdom." 

SUPERINTENDENT AND CONGREGATION. 
"/ am now in the presence of pure Being, 
and immersed in the Holy Spirit of life, 
love, and wisdom." 

SUPERINTENDENT. That we may have the 
full benefit of this consciousness, we have 
asked the band of local teachers and prac-
titioners, who for many years have stood 
stanch and faithful in the work, to stand 
with us this morning in the silence. 

Again let us all repeat the words: 
SUPERINTENDENT AND CONGREGATION. 
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"1 am now in the presence of pure Being, 
and immersed in the Holy Spirit of life, 
love, and wisdom." 

SUPERINTENDENT. N O W let us hold in 
mind these little children whom we are bless-
ing, freeing them from all bondage to error, 
freeing them in the Christ, bringing them 
into the presence of the Father. (Silence.) 

CHARLES FILLMORE. Christening is some-
what new in the activities of the Unity 
Society; in fact this is the first service of 
this kind we have ever had, and it is prob-
able that we shall proceed along new lines 
in the ceremony, as we have very different 
ideas about the character of Christ and the 
Holy Spirit from those held by the ortho-
dox churches. 

Some of our people may think that we 
are becoming formal and ritualistic in mak-
ing christening a part of our church work. 
But as we are searching out the spiritual 
side of life in everything else, why should 
we not find the spiritual in religious forms 
and ceremonies? For there is an inner idea 
and an outer expression to everything. 

We have found that water baptism is the 
outer expression of the cleansing of the mind-
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from error thoughts; and metaphysically 
this comes under the head of denials. When 
we give a treatment and deny the belief of 
sin, sickness, and the many errors that bring 
about discord in the flesh, we are giving a 
John the Baptist baptism. 

When we affirm the Truth as it is in 
Christ, and realize the purifying, cleansing, 
forgiving love of God working through the 
Holy Spirit, we are giving the baptism of 
Jesus. 

The baptism of denial, or water baptism, 
is the washing out from mind and body of 
the error thoughts that have accumulated 
in individual and race thought. The Christ 
baptism is an awakening of the Spirit in 
man to its innate capacity. The Christ 
baptism is of the air instead of the water, 
which was John's. When Jesus gave His 
baptism, He "stood in the midst, and saith 
unto them, Peace be unto you. . . . as the 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 
And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Spirit: whose soever sins ye forgive, 
they are forgiven unto them; whose soever 
sins ye retain, they are retained." 

Jesus compared the works of the Spirit in 
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the new birth to the air: "Thou hearest the 
voice thereof, but knowest not whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth." When He 
"breathed on them," He gave them the puri-
fying spiritual baptism that opens the soul 
to the inspiration of the Almighty. This 
holy breath is the inbreathing of the Christ 
mind by one who has developed a con-
sciousness of God. 

Mind breathing naturally functions in 
every soul, but few have developed the ca-
pacity above the level of simple inspiration. 
The whole human race lives in a sea of 
universal Mind substance. This Mind sub-
stance not only penetrates all space between 
all the worlds of the universe, but it also 
interpenetrates the worlds and the bodies, 
minds, and souls of all things. We realize 
its intelligence when we open our mind to 
its inspiration; we feel its love and life 
when we realize that our body is its temple. 

All the faculties of man should be 
brought into action in the rite of baptism. 
We should proclaim the presence, the power, 
and the glory of the Trinity in Being and 
in manifestation—the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. The Father is God, the Son 
is Christ, and the Holy Spirit is the creative 
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thought in action. These three are encom-
passed in the one omnipresent Mind. 

The soul feels far more than it can see 
or express in words, and is most receptive 
to the quickening of the Spirit when it is in 
the childlike state of consciousness. When 
in the consciousness of the innocence and 
purity of a little child the soul is brought 
into the presence of those who have faith 
in God, there is a quickening in latent 
spiritual consciousness. This quickening 
opens the receptive soul to the illumination 
of Omnipresence. 

But the infants in Christ need the sus-
taining power of those who are established 
in faith, and we call upon parents and spon-
sors to stand as a bulwark of faith, to pro-
tect these little ones from the world, the 
flesh, and all error. 

This baptism is not alone for these chil-
dren ; but all who take part in this ceremony 
and have faith in the presence and power 
of creative Mind will receive a soul immer-
sion in Holy Spirit and will be quickened 
and cleansed in mind and body. 

As the followers of Jesus had power to 
impart the Holy Spirit to those who asked in 
faith, so we in the same faith say unto you: 
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"Repent ye, and be bapti2ed every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the 
remission of your sins; and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. For to you is the 
promise, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call unto him." 

The parents bring the children to the platform. 

M R . FILLMORE (giving the name of the 
child). I baptize you in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

HEALERS. W e baptize you in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
(Silence.) 

M R . FILLMORE. Peace be unto you and 
unto your house, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The Lord's Prayer is repeated by all present, 
aloud, and then silently. 

CONGREGATION (Hymn No. 1, Unity 
Song Selections). 

"Praise God that good is everywhere; 
Praise to the Love we all may share, 
The Life that thrills in you and me; 
Praise to the Truth that sets us free!" 
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Infant Christening 
(Form originated and used by Ernest C. Wilson) 

MINISTER. "There was a man of the Phar-
isees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews: the same came unto him [Jesus] by 
night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that thou doest, ex-
cept God be with him. Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except one be born anew, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto 
him, How can a man be born when he is 
old? can he enter a second time into his 
mother's womb, and be born? Jesus an-
swered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex-
cept one be born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born anew. The wind bloweth where it 
will, and thou hearest the voice thereof, but 
knowest not whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
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Spirit." (John 3:1-8.) 
All material life has come out of water; 

in our prenatal life this drama is repeated. 
We come thus, humanly, into the world. 
This is the first birth. The second birth is 
the birth to spiritual awareness or con-
sciousness. It is to this birth that by the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ we look for 
these beloved of Him. ,.•, 

"They were bringing unto him little chil-
dren, that he should touch them: and the 
disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw 
it, he was moved with indignation, and said 
unto them, Suffer the little children to come 
unto me; forbid them not: for to such be-
longeth the kingdom of God. Verily I say 
unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall 
in no wise enter therein. And he took them 
in his arms, and blessed them, laying his 
hands upon them." (Mark 10:13.) 

"Jesus came to them and spake unto them, 
saying, All authority hath been given unto 
me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptiz-
ing them into the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I 
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commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world." 
(Matt. 28:18.) 

And now, realizing the love of our heav-
enly Father toward these His children, to 
which our Lord Christ has abundantly testi-
fied, assuring us, let us pray: 

Almighty God, our Father, we give 
thanks unto Thee that Thou dost love and 
remember little children, and dost take them 
to Thy great heart of love. Increase in us a 
childlike spirit of faith and trust, and in 
these Thy little ones quicken Thy Holy 
Spirit. Cleanse Thou their human nature 
with the effluence of Thy divine nature, that 
they may be wholly consecrated to Thee. 
Bless us with the grace of spiritual percep-
tion that we, as their sponsors in Thy name, 
may worthily minister to and instruct them 
so that they may grow in wisdom and 
stature, in knowledge of Thee, and in the 
favor of men, and in Thy sight. This we 
ask in the name of Thy most gracious and 
holy Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

CHARGE TO PARENTS AND SPONSORS 

MINISTER. Well-beloved, you have 
brought here these little ones, remembering 

82 

that before they are yours, they are the 
children of our Father in heaven. It is your 
privilege to stand sponsor for them. Guard 
well this trust. They come to you endowed 
with infinite possibilities of good. They 
come to teach you as well as to learn from 
you. Today you seek God's gracious ap-
proval of the trust He places in you, and of 
your acceptance of it. Ask and answer in 
your hearts if you are worthy and well-
qualified; if you mean to fulfill the obliga-
tions of your sponsorship, to rear in grace 
and Truth these children committed for a 
time to your care. In silence let us pray. 
The silence is accompanied by a vocal or instru-

mental solo. 
MINISTER (to parents). Then, beloved, as 

you' name this child, may your words be a 
prayer for wisdom and guidance. 

PARENT. (Speaks child's name.) 
MINISTER. , I baptize thee in 

the name of the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

The minister then pronounces the benediction. 
Minister uses flower petals instead of water bap-
tism, symbolizing the innate purity of the soul, 
and calling forth its expression. Flower petals are 
presented in a silver bowl by an attendant, usually 
a Sunday school boy or girl chosen for the service. 
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FUNERAL SERVICES 

t 
I will turn their mourning into joy, and 

will comfort them, and make them rejoice 
from their sorrow.—fer. 31:13. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they 
shall be comforted.—Matt. 5:4. 

He will swallow up death in victory. 
—ha. 25:8 (A. V.). 

Now hath Christ been raised from the 
dead, the first-fruits of them that are asleep. 
For since by man came death, by man came 
also the resurrection.—/ Cor. 15:20, 21. 

These things have I written unto you, that 
ye may know that ye have eternal life, even 
unto you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God.—I John 5:13. 



Funeral Service 
(As arranged and used by Ernest C. Wilson) 

MINISTER. " A S many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For 
ye received not the spirit of bondage again 
unto fear; but ye received the Spirit of adop-
tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The 
Spirit himself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are children of God: and if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified with 
him. For I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory which shall be re-
vealed to us-ward. For the earnest expecta-
tion of the creation waiteth for the reveal-
ing of the sons of God. . . . We know 
that to them that love God all things work 
together for good, even to them that are 
called according to his purpose. . . . What 
then shall we say to these things ? If God is 
for us, who is against us? Who shall sepa-
rate us from the love of Christ? shall tribu-
lation, or anguish, or persecution, or fam-
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ine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? . . . 
Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. For 
I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
(Rom. 8:14-18, 28, 31, 35, 37-39.) 

To the accompaniment of appropriate music the 
minister recites the following poem by Gertrude 

March: 

"I charge thee, grieve not for him; 
He is not dead. This body in the casket 
He has but put aside as one puts off 
A worn-out, useless garment, or mayhap 
An outgrown one, binding and hampering 
The spirit, not giving it the space 
Needed for further growth. 
But this life is yet thine. Others still 
Do need thy love, thy service, and thy smile. 
Therefore thy work, not ended here as his, 
Doth call thee to forget thy loss and make 
The years more full of love divine, 
More worthy of the Master, more at one 
With His own gracious law of sacrifice. 

ss 

Therefore be strong to live then as He bids, 
And once again I charge thee lovingly 
That thou grieve not." 

MINISTER. Our service today marks the 
passing from this plane of life to another 
that is invisible to our human sense of 

. (Brief sermon follows, closing 
with prayer. Music.) 

AT THE GRAVE 

The minister recites the following poem ("Be-
yond") by Ella Wheeler Wilcox: 

"It seemeth such a little way to me 
Across to that strange country—the be-

yond, 
And yet not strange, for it has grown to be 

The home of those of whom I am so 
fond, 

They make it seem familiar and most dear, 
As journeying friends bring distant re-

gions near. 

"So close it lies that when my sight is clear 
I think I almost see the gleaming strand. 

I know I feel those who have gone from 
here 

Come near enough sometimes to touch 
my hand. 
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I often think, but for our veiled eyes 
We should find heaven right round 

about us lies. 

"And so for me there is no sting to death, 
And so the grave has lost its victory. 

It is but crossing—with a bated breath 
And white, set face—a little strip of sea, 

To find the loved ones waiting on the shore, 
More beautiful, more precious, than be-

fore." 

MINISTER. Beyond the valley of the 
shadow of death we look to the hilltops and 
the sunrise of a new day and a new life. 

To the body, this cast-off garment of the 
flesh we say, 

Ashes to ashes, 
And dust returned to dust. 
But to the soul we say, "God bless you" 

and "Farewell." We no longer bind you in 
our thought to this place or this earthly 
garment, but behold you in your true being, 
full of grace and truth, active in the service 
of Him who said, "I come that they may 
have life, and may have it abundantly." 
(John 10:10.) 
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Funeral Service 
(As arranged and used by Francis ]. Gable) 

MINISTER. 'Let us take into our soul some 
of the words from Holy Scripture: 

"Let not your heart be troubled: believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father's 
house are many mansions; if it were not so, 
I would have told you; for I go to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I come again, and will re-
ceive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also. . . . I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life: no one cometh 
unto the Father, but by me. . . . 

"He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and 
he that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will mani-
fest myself unto him. . . . 

"If a man love me, he will keep my 
word: and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him. . . . 

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 

91 



unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be fearful." (John 14:1-3, 6, 
21, 23, 27.) 

"It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a natural body, 
there is also a spiritual body. . . . The first 
man is of the earth, earthy: the second man 
is of heaven. . . . And as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly." (I Cor. 15:44, 
47, 49.) 

"For our citizenship is in heaven; whence 
also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall fashion anew the body 
of our humiliation, that it may be con-
formed to the body of his glory." (Phil. 
3:20, 21.) 

"But we would not have you ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them that fall asleep; 
that ye sorrow not, even as the rest, who 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also that 
are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him." (I Thess. 4:13, 14.) . 

"And I will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may 
be with you for ever, even the Spirit of 
truth: whom the world cannot receive; for 
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it beholdeth him not, neither knoweth him: 
ye know him; for he abideth with you, and 
shall be in you. I will not leave you deso-
late: I come unto you. Yet a little while, 
and the world beholdeth me no more; but 
ye behold me: because I live, ye shall live 
also. In that day ye shall know that I am 
in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you." 
(John 14:16-20.) 

"But now I go unto him that sent me; 
and none of you asketh me, Whither goest 
thou? But because I have spoken these 
things unto you, sorrow hath filled your 
heart. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It 
is expedient for you that I go away; for if 
I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I go, I will send him 
unto you. And he, when he is come, will 
convict the world in respect of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment . . . How-
beit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, 
he shall guide you into all the truth . . . 
He shall glorify me: for he shall take of 
mine, and shall declare // unto you." 
(John 16:5-8, 13, 14.) 

"Thy sun shall no more go down, neither 
shall thy moon withdraw itself; for Jehovah 
will be thine everlasting light, and the 
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days of thy mourning shall be ended." 
(Isaiah 60:20.) 

Let us be still for a moment with the 
thought given us (John 11:25) by the 
Great Way-Shower: "I am the resurrection, 
and the life: he that believeth on me, though 
he die, yet shall he live." 

If one who is near and dear to us were 
leaving today for a visit in foreign lands, 
his friends would be gathered about to say 
good-by and bid him Godspeed. This dear 
one, so far as the outer form is concerned, 
has left for a long journey, and we are 
gathered to say good-by to this outer form 
and to reassure ourselves in the faith in the 
eternity of life that we many times have 
declared. 

When we stop to consider, we know that 
it is not the outer face or form that draws 
a host of friends. Rather it is the inner 
qualities, such as love and strength and 
tenderness, which come from the heart of 
God and find lodgment for a time in one 
of His children, to enrich his life and the 
lives of others whom he meets. 

Because these are qualities of God and 
partake of His nature, we know that they 
have not gone out of our life, even though 
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they are not expressed in the same form as 
they were a few days or a few weeks ago. 

Because of the love that we have seen in 
this friend, we know that the love that we 
have for those who continue here will be 
sweeter and finer, and that we ourselves 
will be more gentle and more kind, thus 
showing forth the eternal life that is in the 
love of our friend. 

We want to pay tribute to one who has 
been deeply loved and now has left us for 
a time. And we find that the only way we 
can do this is to carry out in our daily life 
the lofty expectations that he (she) has for 
us. All persons have their moments when 
they come close in consciousness to God, 
and at such times they set up high ideals and 
standards not only for themselves but for 
their loved ones. They may not always talk 
about these moments of aspiration, but in 
our heart of hearts we know what their 
loftiest ideals are for us. Where they would 
have us be brave, we find the courage that 
comes from knowing the Spirit of God in 
us. Where they would have us be strong, 
we find true strength in knowing that "un-
derneath are the everlasting arms." Where 
they would have us be gay, we find the joy 
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of the Lord, even in the face of outer 
sorrow. 

When we can measure up to the highest 
standards that this dear one thus sets for us, 
then we are paying the supreme tribute. 

"They are not gone who pass 
Beyond the clasp of hand, 
Out from the strong embrace: 
They are but come so close 
We need not grope with hands, 
Nor look to see, nor try 
To catch the sound of feet. 
They have put off their shoes 
Softly to walk by day 
Within our thought, to tread 
At night our dream-led paths of sleep. 

"They are not lost who find 
The sunset gate, the goal 
Of all the weary years. 
Not lost are they who reach 
The summit of their climb, 
The peak, above the clouds 
And storms. They are not lost 
Who find the light of sun 
And stars and God. 
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"They are not dead who live 
In hearts they leave behind. 
In those whom they have blessed 
They live a life again, 
And shall live through the years— 
Eternal life—and grow 
Each day more beautiful. 
As time declares their good, 
Forgets the rest, and proves 
Their immortality." 

The recital of this poem ("They Softly Walk," 
by Hugh Robert Orr) is often followed by a soft 

organ postlude. 

AT THE GRAVE 

MINISTER. We consign this form to the 
dust from which it came, knowing that it is 
God's pure substance of love. With re-
newed assurance and faith in the eternity of 
life we commend the everliving spirit of 
this dear one to the loving care of our 
Father-Mother God, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

FOR A CREMATION SERVICE 

When I am dead, let not the narrow grave 
Shroud with its darkness that which once I 

was, 

97 



Shutting me out from all the life and light 
That nature brings in changing seasons here. 
Let no one robed in customary black 
Read threadbare precepts o'er the tenement 
That held my being erst; and this I pray: 
No gloomy crepe nor ceremonial grief. 
If there be those who loved me when I lived, 
Be sure they mourn me in their inmost 

hearts, 
Putting aside the many faults I had 
And thinking only of my better self. 
To those, if such there be—aye, surely 

some— 
I send my love throughout the passing years; 
And this is what I ask, that when I die 
The shell that held my spirit must be 

burned, 
Ashes to ashes and dust returned to dust. 
Then in the earliest days of early spring, 
When sway the primrose and the buttercup, 
When bladed grass peeps timid from the 

ground 
And singing brooks go rippling to the sea— 
Then let some friend of mine my ashes take 
And scatter them abroad, so that the winds 
May give them back again to Mother Earth. 
So will I be content; for this I know, 
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That I shall feel the breath of southern 
winds 

Fanning the banks of odorous violets; 
And falling thick across the happy fields 
The yellow flakes of sunlight I shall see. 
This will not be to die, for I shall hear 
The bluebird sing when April opes the door, 
And often o'er my path shall come and go 
The robin's call and thrush's mellow notes. 
To live in nature, share her varied moods, 
Laugh with the sunshine, sigh in whispering 

winds, 
Bloom with the rose, and with the grasses 

wave: 
This is the body's immortality. 

As for the sudden passing of my soul— 
The torch inverted, and the harp unstrung—• 
Think of me journeying through sunlit 

lands: 
I shall be there to meet you by and by. 

—Selected. 
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Memorial Address 
for Myrtle Page Fillmore 

October 9, 1931 
By ERNEST C. WILSON 

"And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away" (Rev. 21:4; A. V.). 
This was the vision of one whose sight was 
very clear; and the great work to which the 
life of Myrtle Page Fillmore has been dedi-
cated was conceived in a similar vision. 

It may seem to some of us to be a far 
vision—the doing away with death and pain 
and crying and sadness—but surely the very 
beginning of that great overcoming is in our 
own minds and hearts, by the clearing of 
our own vision. 

This is a very unusual occasion. I do not 
suppose there is any one present who has 
ever been at a service of this kind, marked 
by so many unusual qualities as this one. 
We have come together to honor one who 
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forty-five years ago was given up to die, 
and who by a quickened vision of Truth set 
aside that sentence, and brought to the 
world a message that has quickened the 
lives of millions of people! Surely there 
have been few women in the world whose 
influence has been more wide-spread and 
more wonderful than that of Myrtle Fill-
more, and it is a very hallowed privilege to 
have had an association with her; to have 
listened to her inspired words; to have 
shared the quickened vision that she so 
abundantly expressed. I know that today, 
just as my own mind is so filled with mem-
ories that my lips fumble for words, so 
your minds too are filled with beautiful and 
tender and loving memories, wonderful and 
priceless associations. Yet we should not let 
those memories blind us to her living pres-
ence now. We should not forget the teach-
ing to which Mrs. Fillmore dedicated her 
life, and to which she still dedicates her life. 

This service is unusual in another respect: 
for surely there are very few people who 
have seen their way so clearly and made 
their decisions so definitely as Myrtle Fill-
more did. Her transition was such a decision. 
A number of those who have been very close 
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to her know this, and firmly believe that 
Mrs. Fillmore need not have slipped out of 
the body if she had not wished to do so. 
But she did wish to do so. She spoke of it 
to a number of those who are present here 
today. She spoke of it to me some time ago, 
when clearly there was no least shadow of 
illness upon her to suggest such an idea. 
Nor was there any reason at the time of her 
passing why she should need to do so. She 
could, I am sure, have remained with us as 
long as she might wish to, and I think that 
is what she did. Not that she did not want 
to be with us, but that she had some very 
clear and definite ideas about work that was 
just ahead of her to do, and she felt that 
this change had a part in that work. 

Mrs. Fillmore's vision, like that of Mr. 
Fillmore, is unusual. Perhaps many of us 
do not see, quite so clearly as Mr. and Mrs. 
Fillmore do, that this phase of expression 
that we call physical life is, after all, only 
a very small part of life. Life seems to be-
gin when we enter the body, and to many 
it seems that life ends when we lay aside 
the body; yet it was very clear to Mrs. 
Fillmore that life neither begins at birth 
nor ends at death; that in our "Father's 
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house" there "are many mansions," and that 
there are many planes of life. Not forgetting 
Christ's ideal of the great final overcoming, 
the triumphant quickening of the body that 
will displace death, we nevertheless see that 
on the way to this overcoming there are 
many avenues of expression, and many 
steps to precede that final one. There are 
many ways of ministering, and it may be 
that Mrs. Fillmore was quite right in her 
vision—as I am very much moved by faith 
in her to think that she was—and that at 
this time, and under circumstances that may 
have been clearer to her than to us, it was 
the right and wise step for her to take. 

How much we need to have faith, and to 
know that there is a loving, guiding Pres-
ence that works through our life, and that 
calls us to its service, often in ways that we 
cannot quite understand and whose wisdom 
we cannot always see! 

It was a very great mark of courage and 
understanding, and of faith too, that she 
should express a desire to take this step. 
Since she expressed that desire, we who 
love her would not have it otherwise; we 
would not have our love bind her or limit 
her in any way. If she were speaking to us 
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now, I know that she would tell us that 
very thing and that she would want us to 
have that feeling about her, just as she 
has it about us. 

I am sure that we are not going to feel 
that Mrs. Fillmore is away from us. After 
just a little, when our sight becomes clear 
again, we are going to be conscious, as al-
ways, of her radiant presence as the great 
mother spirit of Unity; the great, loving 
spirit that we can best honor not by fear, 
or sadness, or too much dwelling upon past 
things, but by our own self-dedication to 
the great ideals that she taught and demon-
strated so lovingly to us. This is the best 
tribute that we can pay to Mrs. Fillmore, 
and I pray, as I know you do, that we may 
be true not only to Mrs. Fillmore's ideals 
of the spiritual work at Unity but to our 
own highest vision of that work. 

Mrs. Fillmore has been called an idealist, 
and it has been thought by some that her 
vision was not always very practical, because 
in many respects it went so far ahead of the 
ways of the world. Yet how wonderfully 
her faith has been demonstrated! How won-
derfully through Unity School, in the last 
forty-odd years, that great ideal has shone, 
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like a beacon light of Truth indeed! Unity's 
ways have not been the ways of the world; 
and we pray God that they shall not be the 
ways of the world, unless the ways of the 
world become the Unity way—the great 
loving, freeing, healing, radiant spirit of 
Unity that is not limited or bound by selfish 
commercial standards, or by anything but 
a desire to serve God, and to serve Him 
as understanding^, wisely, and lovingly as 
we know how to serve. 

So this gathering is not only a recognition 
of our love for a great, fine leader, but 
also, if our love be really love, it marks 
our own rededication to the high vision of 
practical Christianity to which she devoted 
her life. What a wonderful and beautiful 
picture is presented by this woman of clear 
vision, who so definitely knew beforehand 
the course that she wanted to take, and who 
took it in faith and courage and understand-
ing—even though it led into the unseen! 
Took it even in the face of the negative 
thought of some who will not understand! 
We all can help in the great work that she 
has still ahead of her, by our constructive 
faith and understanding of this experience. 

So interpreted, this service becomes one 

of peace and happiness, even of joy; joy 
that by our prayer and faith we can help one 
whom we love to fulfill in her own way 
what she wished to do. Let us then be con-
scious of the presence of this dear one, who 
is quite near to us, surely; for we realize 
that nearness is a matter not of time or space 
but of love, and that we are closest of all to 
those whom we love most. In that sense we 
are very close to Myrtle Fillmore today, 
and she, I am sure, is very close to us: 
not in the sense that we would bind her 
to us, but close to us by reason of abiding 
affection. Confident of that, we can turn to 
the presence that she so clearly recognized—• 
the presence of a wise and loving and all-
understanding God—and take to Him any 
little shadow that rests upon our heart, and 
let His presence dissolve it. 

Dear Father-God, it is to Thee that we 
turn now. We ask that we may understand 
this experience and behold it with illumined 
vision. If there are steps for us still to take 
before this experience becomes quite clear, 
O God, give us faith and love to be stead-
fast and strong and worthy of the high 
vision of this one who is dear to us. 

ken the hearts of those who feel resting 
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upon them even the slightest shadow, and 
make them to know the reality of Thy abid-
ing; to know that there is no separation in 
Spirit, that there is no distance that love 
cannot cross. Help us to see in this transi-
tion the working out of a purpose whose 
every step may not be quite clear to us, but 
whose goal or ultimate most surely is. 

In the light of the Father's presence we 
greet and bless you, dear Myrtle Fillmore. 
We behold you not identified in any sense 
with inactivity, nor longer hampered with 
this fleshly garment that you have so sweetly 
and understandingly laid aside, but we be-
hold you as always you have asked us to do, 
with eyes of Spirit, as full of grace and 
Truth, as radiant with that eternal youth 
and life which is of God, as a mighty power 
in His good service. We should like you to 
know that though we want you to be near 
to us in your thoughts, we would not have 
any limitation of our thought deter you from 
your onward way. But if in the sight of 
God it is well, we should like to feel that 
our thought of you and our love for you 
will be to you an added source of strength 
and peace and understanding in this new ad-
venture that you have elected to begin. 
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We cannot say farewell to you, but rather, 
reaching across this seeming distance that is 
not real, reaching into the great heart of 
God in which you and we are one, we say 
to you: God bless you and God keep you. 
God give you the strength and the inspira-
tion and all that you need, as indeed we 
know that He does, to carry on the great 
work to which you are dedicated. In Christ's 
name. Amen. 

MY PSALM 

I mourn no more my vanished years: 
Beneath a tender rain, 

An April rain of smiles and tears, 
My heart is young again. 

No longer forward nor behind 
I look in hope or fear; 

But, grateful, take the good I find, 
The best of now and here. 

All as God wills, who wisely heeds 
To give or to withhold, 

And knoweth more of all my needs 
Than all my prayers have told! 
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That more and more a Providence 
Of love is understood, 

Making the springs of time and sense 
Sweet with eternal good; 

That death seems but a covered way 
Which opens into light, 

Wherein no blinded child can stray 
Beyond the Father's sight. 

That all the jarring notes of life 
Seem blending in a psalm, 

And all the angles of its strife 
Slow rounding into calm. 

And so the shadows fall apart, 
And so the west winds play; 

And all the windows of my heart 
I open to the day. 

—Whittier. 
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Blessing of Offerings 
By CHARLES FILLMORE 

MINISTER. When Jesus multiplied a few 
loaves and fishes and fed over five thousand 
persons, He took the meager supply in His 
hands and, looking up to heaven, blessed 
and gave thanks. In this He illustrated the 
multiplying power of blessing and thanks-
giving. So the followers of Jesus find that 
when they desire to have the help of God 
in their temporal affairs they must bless and 
give thanks. In this way their minds lay 
hold of God substance, and showers of 
blessings follow. 

When we have received the word of God 
we are always glad to give in return. When 
we give in the right spirit giving becomes 
a treasured privilege and our gift a real 
love offering. Giving with our mind and 
heart lifted up to heaven always brings the 
rewards promised by Jesus: "Give, and it 
shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, shall they give into your bosom." 

As we now realize the splendor and 
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boundless abundance of God's kingdom, 
let us take our offering in our hands and, 
looking up to heaven, reverently affirm 
audibly and then silently (first in the name 
of the Father) : 

MINISTER AND CONGREGATION. "Divine 
love through me blesses and multiplies this 
offering, and I rejoice in the consciousness 
of Thy perpetually increasing supply and 
support." 

MINISTER. Secondly, in the name of the 
Son. 

MINISTER AND CONGREGATION. "Divine 
love through me blesses and multiplies this 
offering, and I rejoice in the consciousness 
of Thy perpetually increasing supply and 
support." 

MINISTER. Thirdly, in the name of the 
Holy Spirit. 

MINISTER AND CONGREGATION. "Divine 
love through me blesses and multiplies this 
offering, and I rejoice in the consciousness 
of Thy perpetually increasing supply and 
support." 
The offering is returned by the ushers who stand 
reverently while the minister gives the following 

thanks: 
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MINISTER. W e thank Thee, Father, for 
the consciousness of Thy presence with us as 
our supply and support, and for all these 
Thy people who have given so generously 
of their substance for the spread of Thy 
truth. Bless them and pour out upon them 
the riches of Thy kingdom through the 
Holy Spirit, that they may be prospered in 
all their ways. Amen. 

Taking the offering should be a sacrament in 
which all the people join. Every member of the 
congregation should realize that he is an impor-
tant factor in establishing a prosperity conscious-

ness in himself and in the whole group. 

The rabbis in the Temple at Jerusalem used the 
sacred names of God, Jehovah-shammah—God is 
here—and Jehovah-jireh—God is our supply; and 
the people gave so generously that they had to be 

restrained. 
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