
A p r i l 2 5 , 1948 
Z e c h . 8 : 1 6 , 17 

16. These are the things that ye shall 
do: Speak ye every man the truth with his 
neighbor; execute the judgment of truth 
and peace in your gates; 

17. And let none of you devise evil in 
your hearts against his neighbor; and love 
no false oath: for all these are things that 
1 hate, saith Tehovah. : 

What is the truth as it is in Christ? 
It is the truth spoken in love, with 

due regard for the feelings of others 
but without compromise with error. 

How can we "execute the judgment 
of truth and peace" in our "gates"? 

By making sure that as far as we 
are concerned truth and peace are 
established in our life as the normal, 
right state. 

If we keep the divine law as it is 
stated, need we make an effort not to 
devise evil in our heart against our 
neighbor or not to love false oaths? 

No. If we keep the divine law as it 
is stated the negative phases will au-
tomatically be taken care of. We shall 
not need to be conscious of them. 

April 25, 1948 
Zech. 8:16, 17 

16. These are the things that ye shall do: Speak ye 
every man the truth with his neighbor; execute the judg-
ment of truth and peace in your gates; 

17. And let none of you devise evil in your hearts 
against his neighbor; and love no false oath: for all these 
are things that I hate, saith Jehovah. 

The first thing that we are to do is to speak the 
truth as it is in Christ. Brutal frankness is ruled out 
under this heading. The truth in Christ is the truth 
spoken in love, with the feelings of others given 
due regard, but without compromise with error. Har-
mony does not require a compromise of this kind, and 
principles cannot be compromised. The habit of al-
ways speaking the truth gains for us the trust and< 
confidence of others; so suspicion is ruled out and 
double-dealing loses whatever point or justification 
it may have seemed to have in the thought of those 

employing it. Every bit of trust and confidence that 
we are able to create in our world, that is, in the 
circle of our acquaintances, is so much solid ground 
under our feet as we enter into the new heaven and 
the new earth of spiritual consciousness. 

Next we are to "execute the judgment of truth 
and peace" in our "gates." Not only are we to "pass 
judgment" where truth and peace are under con-
sideration; we are to execute this judgment or see 
that truth and peace are established as far as we are 
concerned. To the limit of our power we are to see 
that both are the normal, right state of our world. 

That no one who is engaged in executing truth 
and peace can devise evil in his heart against his 
neighbor is a foregone conclusion. Truth and peace 
cannot exist in company with evil in our conscious-
ness. 

Last of all, we are to "love no false oath." He 
who executes Truth has no love for falseness in any 
guise. No one whose life is impregnated with Truth 
and peace feels the need of oaths either tme or false 
to reinforce his position. 

Life lies open, straight, and unmistakable to all 
who obey the word of Jehovah. To realize the bless-
ings that constructive living insures, they have but 
to obey. 
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