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* 6. Then she arose with her daughters-
in-law, that she might return from the 
country of Moab: for she had heard in 
the country of Moab how that Jehovah 

X~ had visited his people in giving them 
| bread. 
I 7. And she went forth out of the place 
•* where she was, and her two daughters-
I in-law with her; and they went on the 
I way to return unto the land of Judah. 
I 8. And Naomi said unto her two 
| daughters-in-law, Go, return each of you 
I to her mother's house: Jehovah deal 
| kindly with you, as ye have dealt with 
\ the dead, and with me. 
I 9. Jehovah grant you that ye may find 
| rest, each of you in the house of her 
t husband. Then she kissed them, and they 
% lifted up their voice, and wept. 
f| 10. And they said unto her, Nay, but: 

% we will return with thee unto thy people. 
I What is the central idea in this"' 
| lesson? j 

The central idea in this lesson is; 
the unfaltering loyalty of the soul; 
of love to its one source, God. 

What does Naomi symbolize? 
Naomi means "winsome one," and \ 

she symbolizes love, the feminine of ; 
the soul, in its development through \ 
the natural to the divine. 

What were the circumstances pre- \ 
ceding the return of Naomi and Ruth • 
to Bethlehem? 

Elimelech and Naomi and their two 
sons were Israelites, who lived origi-
nally in Bethlehem. There was a fam-
ine in their native land, and, in the 
hope of bettering their condition, they 
moved into the country of Moab 

I (heathendom). The sons married in 
I Moab, and afterward died. Elime-
I lech also died, and Naomi, with her; 
| daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth,, 
I decided to return to Bethlehem. Orpah j 
| turned back; Ruth, alone, loved and 1 

!

was faithful to her mother-in-law. \ 
What is the metaphysical meaning ' 

of the "land of Moab"? 
The "land of Moab" represents the 

body and the most external conditions 
of life. 

What does "Ruth" symbolize? 
Ruth means "rose of Moab."^LShe_. 

is a type of the beautiful, the pure, 
and the loving characteristics of ex~ 
ternality. Ruth represents the ontei 
and only good that Naomi took back 
to Bethlehem (which means divine 
substance—the real). 
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ly. 6. Then she arose with her dangfaters-hj-i 
:JSiw,' that she might return from the country 
of Moab: for, she had heard in the country, 

S— of Moab how that Jehovah had visited has 
\ ^people in giving them bread. \ 

l 7. And she went forth out of the place; 
Where she was, and her two daughters-in-lawi 
with her; and they went on the way to re-j 
rum unto the land of Judah. i 
f' 8. And Naomi said unto her two: 
^aughters-in-law, Go,i return each of you to-
'her mother's house: Jehovah deal kindly 
•with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, 
and with me. 

'r'.. 9. Jehovah grant you that ye may find 
rest, each of you in the house of her husband.: 
Then she kissed them, and they lifted u-
ftheir voice, and wept. 
'*.. 10. And they said unto her, Nay, but we 
will return with thee unto thy people. 

J 11. And Naomi said, Turn again, my 
^daughters: why will ye go with me? have I 
wet sons in my womb, that they may be your 
husbands? 

| 12. Turn again, my daughters, go your 
'way; for I am too old to have a husband. If 
'<JL should say, I have hope, if I should even 

: jnave a husband tonight, and should also 
jbear sons; 
t-. 13- Would ye therefore tarry till they 
were grown? would ye therefore stay from 
having husbands? nay, my daughters, for it 
greveth me much for your sakes, for the 
hand of Jehovah is gone forth against me. 

j "j "14. And ttyy lifted up their voice, and 
wept again: aqjd Orpah kissed her mother-
'-in-W, but Ruth clave unto her. 
*.'': 15. And shf said, Behold, thy sister-in-
law is gone bacfc unto her people, and unto 
her god: return thou after thy sister-in-law. 
[• 16. And Ruth said, Entreat me not to 
leave thee, and to return from following 
•after thee; for whither thou goest, I will go; 
and where thoij lodgest, I will lodge; thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my 

17. Where flhou diest, will I die, and 
there will I bo buried: Jehovah do so to 
me, and more apo, if aught but death part 
:thee and me. ] 
I 18. And wlien she saw that she was 
stedfastly minde|( to go with her, she left off 
speaking unto her. 
I- Lesson* Interpretation 
i^What does the statement that Naomi 

jan the '-homeward journey, 
Moab to Judah in the company of her 
two daughters-in-law indicate-? ;';*-. s 

Naomi and the two daughters-in-law 
represent three aspects of the soul. On 
his journey back to bis original spiritual 
starting point (Judah, praise) from the 
material realm, man heeds to enlist all 
his soul forces and enter into conscious-
ness of his divine source. 

What does Ruth represent? 
Ruth (sympathetic companion) rep-

resents the love of the natural soul for 
die things of God. Moab (seed of the 
father) represents the realm of externals 
and also the physical body of man. Ruth 
was a Moabitess, but she broke away 
from her attachment to' externals in 
order to seek the realities of Life (the 
land of Israel). 

Why did Naomi say, "The hand of 
Jehovah is gone forth against me"? 

The divine feminine quality is not 
aggressive, and because of passivity it 
allows man to feel unequal to solving 
his problems and meeting life victo-
riously. This consciousness makes a neg-
ative impression on the soul, which re-
acts accordingly. Naomi (the soul when 
it has failed to unite itself with God) 
sees even the hand of Jehovah as 
against her. 

What does Orpah represent? 
Orpah (youthful freshness) repre-

sents the youthfulness, grace, and ac-
tivity of the soul. 

What unspoken but obvious reason 
moved Ruth to insist on accompanying 
Naomi back to Judah? 

Ruth was unwilling to let Naomi 
make the long journey alone. She 
showed both self-forgetfulness and de-
votion. 

On what ground did Ruth avow her 
determination to make the journey? 

On the ground of her devotion to the 
widowed, childless woman. Love pours 
out its wealth of affection as a substitute 
for other blessings that have been with-
drawn and more than compensates for 
them all. 

What results from the association of 
the natural phase of the soul with the 
divine feminine? 

The combination brings forth the! 
highest development of the soul. It is! 
but right that the two should be in-J 
separable. 

"Jehovah do so to me, and mow also,, 
if aught but death part thee and me.'% 

iWhat is the meaning ofjhis vow? 
' - Ruth dedicated herself to the care o! 
Naomi throughout the rest of theil 
joint life, and asked Jehovah to cut he 
off from the land of the living if sh<| 
failed in her resolve. 



•; " ' a r ch 1 7 , 1946 for high resolve and courage. Never-5 

, r.uch, 1 : 3 - 1 7 theless duty moves the soul less power-
8. And Naomi said unto her two fu l l>; t h a n l o v e -Voluntarily to go be-. 

daughters-in-law, Go, return each of you y o n d t h e c a l 1 oi d u t v c a l I s f o r l o v e^ 
to her mother's house: Jehovah deal kindly which is t b ; loftiest expression of the? 
with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, soul. 

<J and with me. What calls forth the supreme love of 
9. Jehovah grant you that ye may find , i -_„/•> 

s rest, each of you in the house of her hus- ^ . , . , , ^vr, , . 
I band. Then she kissed them, and they lifted Devotion to the ideal. When this 
| up their voice, and wept. spark touches the soul the response is, 
J 10. And they said unto her, Nay, but deathless affection. I 
I we will return with thee unto thy people, What is the nature of divine love?: 
I A U ^ I?*0"?! " " • TU>L agai>nKmy It « selfless, concerned only with 
f daughters: why will ye go with me? have . . . , , . ' . . , . ..A , 
I I ye? sons in my wornb, that they may be 8™8 >tself to its object. God so 
? your husbands? loved the world, that he gave." Love 
:« 12. Turn again, my daughters, go your always gives, never seizes anything for 
j way; for I am too old to have a husband, jjself 
| If I should say, I Imve hope if I should Does fhe Mt of w mesel± 
a even have a husband to-mght, and should , , , . •» ; j i •. I 
I. also bear sons; through love entail hardship or sttf* 
| 13. Would ye therefore tarry till they, jering? 
I were grown? would ye therefore stay from No , it is natural and instinctive to? 
I having husbands? nay, my daughters, for g i v e oneself through love. Such ex-
1 1 a E C T y h * ? • . " " ? • f ° r ^ l 1 " 3 " f°« P«»sion is spontaneous and effortless.? 
I the hand of Jehovah is gone forth against L * • • * • • • . ,t. L. i 
I m e

 J ° ^ ; T o refram from giving to those whonv 
S 14. And they lifted up- their voice, and o n e l o v e s tequires effort. 
| wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother-i In what respect does the story of 
I in-law, but Ruth clave unto her. Ruth and Naomi provide a useful les-< 
| 15. And she said, Behold, thy sister- son *„ the youth of today? « 
i in-law is gone back unto her people, and T,' c • L / • 
I unto her god: return thou after thy sister- Ifc furnishes a lesson in service as; 

in-law. , the pivotal element in character irs 
16. And Ruth said, Entreat me not to contrast with the selfishness of sense; 

I f leave thee, and to return from following consciousness. Lacking love's impulse! 
I after thee, for whither thou goest, I will to serve, a person easily becomes cenj 
I SI;" "°*7 , l Tu i ^ X l 0 d g < ^ l ifa^M teredr in self, with -deplorable effect*; 
1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ o n t h e l i f e . . *, . | 
| 17. wTyere t r^ -d i« t , .vmlI^ Why is is important that the cOiut 
l there will I be buried: Jehovah do so to me, sctous and the subconscious expref^ 

and more also, if aught but death part thee; sion of love (Naomi and Ruth) bk 
aai m * ; -. \ _ - I" _j united in the individual? \ 

In this lesson bow is the complex' When the conscious and the subl 
nature of the soul represented? ••..'.;.'", conscious expression of love are united 

By the three women Naomi, lluth,! the result is complete harmony and 
and Orpah. Love, the divine feminine,! peace for the inclrvidual. The repres| 
is represented by Naomi, the love of - sion of subconscious feelings or erne* 
thematural soul for the things of God" tions sometimes means discord ancl 
by Ruth, and the youthfulness, grace,! mental aberration, whereas conscious! 
and activity of the natural soul By! expression of them leads to a sense o£ 

I Orpah. 'i .x fulfillment. ?2 
| s Among the expressions of the souh ^otv is the consciousness of ihm 
| forces^hour does duty compare VJIWI unity of the sours forces set forth fir] 

love?" 'v'r'- • ! , •': r--\ '^^l\.this lesson? •:,;, \l;-.< -. v ; , . . ;"3 
< Toudo out full duty under circulm>! , J £ ^ * $ « * § * U loye Jo Nkotnii 
stances that test and try our soul caUsJ " y * u * f *P» $ * * . l ™ & If, M 
•-.•irci;-ai_...-ii-„ .-;> s«.;i '̂-*.;J«M%-^is«wfej where thou. Icxig!^I;wiU\lodge;!tls| 

people shaft be\ my people, apd^mj 

t 
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14. And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: 
and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law; but Ruth clave unto 
her. 

15. And she said. Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone 
back unto her people, and unto her god: return thou after 
thy sister-in-law. 

16. And Ruth said. Entreat me not to leave thee, and 
to return from following after thee; for whither thou goest, 
I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my God; 

1 7. Where thou diest, will I the, and there will I be 
buried: Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but 
death part thee and me. 

18. And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded 
to go with her, she left off speaking unto her. 

19. So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem. 
And it came to pass, when they were come to Beth-lehem, • 
that all the city was moved about them, and the women said, 
Is this Naomi? 

20. And she said unto them. Call me not Naomi, call 
me Mara; for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 

21. I went out full, and Jehovah hath brought me 
home again empty; why call ye me Naomi, seeing Jehovah 
hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me 1 

22. So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her 
daughter-in-law, with her, who returned out of the country 
of Moab; and they came to Beth-lehem in the beginning of 
barley harvest. 

LESSON INTERPRETATION 

What, in consciousness, does "Ruth" represent? 
"Ruth" represents the love of the soul in its natural 

state. 
What does "Naomi' represent? 
"Naomi" represents the soul, when it has failed to 

unite itself to God. The soul feels that the "Almighty 
has dealt bitterly" with it, when it fails to express itself 
under the law of Jehovah. 

Explain: "I went out full, and Jehovah hath 
brought me home again empty," spoken by Naomi, as 
recorded in verse twenty-one. 

"Naomi," the soul, goes out from Jehovah charged 
with spiritual ideas. Man has free-will in the exercise 
of spiritual ideas, and may utilize his soul forces in the 
sense consciousness, but he is always reduced to his 
original spiritual starting point no matter how far 
away from the source of his Being he may wander. 

How is the love nature of man satisfied? 
The love nature of man is satisfied only as the soul is 

attached to the thoughts of Spirit. Then love becomes 
a magnet to attract into one's experience only that 
which is uplifting and constructive. 

What is the meaning of "Bethlehem" ? 
"Bethlehem" means "house of bread." 
What, in consciousness, does "Bethlehem" sym-

bolize? 
"Bethlehem" symbolizes the substance of Spirit in 

which the love of man (Ruth) must be established be-
for it can become productive of eternal satisfaction. 

April 25, 1920 
_̂  _ Ruth 1:14-22 

»̂ [ And they lifted up their voice; and wept agamr-agJK 
©rpaS kissed her:motl^-ih-la\yi but Ruth clave unto » s ^ 
r,: And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone baefc 
junto her people, and unto her god: return thou after-thy; 
sister-in-law... . ... "v,:-j;;,:-:;:; 
L> And Ruth said. Entreat me not to leave thee, awLto 
return from following after thee; for whither thou gbest, I 
will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people-
ishall be my people, and thy God my God; 
: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buriedr: 
Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part 
'thee and me. 
• And when die saw that she was stedf astly minded to 
go with her, she left off speaking unto her. 
| So thpy two- went until they came to Beth-lehem.. And 
St came to pass, when they were come to Beth-lehem, that 
fall the city was moved about them, and the women said, 
i s this Naomi?- -
p: And she said unto them. Gall me not Naomi, call the 
Mara; for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me, 
;. I went out full, and Jehovah hath brought me home 
igain empty; why call ye me Naomi, seeing Jehovah hath 
testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me?" 
~--' ""So Naomi feturnedi and Ruth the Moabitess, her 
daughter-in-law,\with her, who returned out of the country 
bf Moab: and they came to Beth-lehem in the beginning of 
ibairey harvest ** 

LESSON INTERPRETATION' ' " {••] 
What does Naomi represent? 
The Divine Feminine, or Love. 

^What does her history illustrate? 
'*• The search of love for satisfaction in outer things, 
when there seems a dearth in the inner.. 

What is the result of leaving the true spiritual en-
vironment for what seems in the outer to be richer and 
honor? 
-' Disappointment and lack; like the prodigal son, a 
return to the old home—the Father's house, Israel, the 
real. 

What does Ruth represent? 
Ruth means sweetness, beauty, firm will. She rep-

resents the symmetrical expression of the soul in form. 
Naomi loves the beautiful body, but in her lack of spir-
itual sufficiency tries to deny it place in her life. 

What does the cleaving of Ruth unto Naomi rep-
resent? 

The spiritual quality of Naomi awakened the soul 
bf her beautiful body, Ruth, and an indissoluble at-
tachment was formed between them. 
•..';• What is the meaning of Bethlehem, the place to 
.which Naomi returned "in the beginning of barley 
htrvest"? 
I Bethlehem means "house of bread," turd the be-
ginning of barley harvest symbolizes a renewal, or a 
reunion of the soul and body with the true substance. 

;' What affirmation will cement this union? ' 
"Entreat me not to leave thee. 
And to return from following after thee; - '%••. 
For whither thou goest. Twill go; V 
And where thou lodgest, I will lodge; :^ t 
Thy people shall be my people, / ••/ 
And thy God my God," 

fc • 
... 
f 
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14. And they liftecUup their voice, and wept again r 
and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law; but Ruth clave unto 
her. 

15. And she said. Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone 
back unto her people, and unto her god: return thou 
after thy sister-in-law. 

16. And Ruth said. Entreat me not to leave thee, 
and to return from following after thee; for whither thou 
goest. I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; 
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; 

17. Where thou chest, will I die. and there will I 
be buried: Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught 
but death part thee and me. 

18. And when she saw that she was stedfastly 
minded to go with her, she left off speaking unto her. 

19. So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem. 
And it came to pass, when they were come to Beth-lehem, 
t̂hat all the city was moved about them, and the women 
said. Is this Naomi? 

20. And she said unto them. Call me not Naomi, 
call me Mara; for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly 
with me. 

21 . I went out full, and Jehovah hath brought me 
home again empty; why call ye me Naomi, seeing Jeho-
vah hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath' 
afflicted me? 

22. So Naomi returned, and Ruth die Moabitess, her 
daughter-in-law, with her, who returned out of the country 
of Moab: and they came to Beth-lehem in the beginning 
of barley harvest 

LESSON INTERPRETATION 
What is the central idea in this lesson? 
The central idea in this lesson is the unfaltering 

loyalty of the soul of love to its one source, God. 
What does Naomi symbolize? 
Naomi means "winsome one," and she symbolizes 

love, the feminine of the soul, in its development through 
die natural to the divine. 

What were the circumstances preceding the return 
of Naomi and Ruth to Bethlehem? 

Elimelech and Naomi and their two sons were 
Israelites, who originally lived in Bethlehem. There 
was a famine in their native land, and in die hope of 
bettering their condition they moved into the country 
of Moab (heathendom). The sons married in Moab, 
and afterward died. Elimelech also had died, and: 
Naomi, with her daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth, 
decided to return to Bethlehem. Orpah turned back;: 
Ruth, alone, loved and was faithful to her mother-in-
law. 

What is the metaphysical meaning «/- the "land of 
MbaV? ; -•-• •• r 
^ T h e "land of Moab" represents the body and tamt 

'roost external conditions of life. 

. ^ Ruth means]"rose of MoabiTASfieis a type 
psuimdi... the pure, and the krvmg characteristics 
"* "' *w*. Rut! reweyento the one end 

that Naomi took with her back to Bethlehem (which! 
means divine substance—the real). • • • I 

What attributes of love are symbolized in verse 16?i 
"And Ruth said. Entreat me not to leave thee, and^ 

to return from following after thee; for whither thou| 
goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge;j 
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.'^ 
Here is represented human love raised to divine love b y | 
its willingness to leave the love of the unreal; to follow!' 
after the real; to go wherever true love leads; to be a 
steadfast in that love—in other words to love in the;| 
highest and the best degree, and to acknowledge and | 
to worship the God of love. | 
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14. And they lifted up their voice, and" 
wept again: and Orpah kissed her 
mother-in-law; but Ruth clave unto her. • 

15. And she said, Behold, thy sister-. 
in-law is gone back unto her people, and 
unto her god: return thou after thy 
sister-in-law. 

16. And Ruth said, Entreat me not 
to leave thee, and to return from follow-
ing after thee; for whither thou goest, 
I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will 
lodge; thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God; 

17. Where thou diest, w:ll I die, and 
there will I be buried: J hovah do so 
to me, and more also, if aught but death 
part thee and me. 

18. And when she saw that she was 
stedfastly minded to go with her, she 
left off speaking unto her. 

19. So they two went until they came 
to Beth-lehem. And it came to pass, . 
when they were come to Beth-lehem, that'' 
all the city was moved about them, and 
the women said, Is this Naomi? 

20. And she said unto them, Call me 
not Naomi, call me Mara; for the Al-

fuly i 4 , 1935 
Ruth 1:14-22 

mighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 
21. I went out full, and Jehovah hath 

brought me home again empty; why call 
ye me Naomi, seeing Jehovah hath testi-
fied against me, and the Almighty hath 
afflicted me? 

22. So Naomi returned, and Ruth the 
, Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her, 
iwho returned out of the country of !'Moab: and they came to Beth-lehem in 
^.ihe beginning of barley harvest. 
S; What attributes of love are sym-
bolized in verse 16? 

"And Ruth said, Ent rea t me not 
leave thee, and to re turn from fol-

lowing after thee; for whither thou 
igoest, I will go; and where thou 
podgest, I will lodge; thy people shall 
Ibe my people, and thy God my God." 
jHere is represented human love raised 
fto divine love by its willingness to 
leave the love of the unreal; to fol-
low after the real ; to go wherever 
I t rue love leads; to be steadfast in 
tha t love—in other words to love in 
(the highest and the best degree, and 
ito acknowledge and to worship the 
'God of love. 
,v What is represented by the return 
ito Bethlehem of Naomi and Ruth at 
the beginning of the barley harvest? 

The meaning of the return a t this 
time of these women, one represent-
i n g love and the other purity, signi-
ifies their making again union with 
;divine substance. The barley harvest 
represents the consummation or the 
ifruit of their longing for God. 

I"; 147' And feiy lifted;ap their voice;-«£|"' One cause- is the./bittsttjfi*./•a^iSw; 
|w,ept agaSSi and Or^h-kisssahet mothe*|yeated outlook "of those wht> !c!dSnbt 1 ^ 
|m-J*w; ^ W . ^ t o . h t t - ; . . . ; Iwdop true wisdom and urklersfesnc&ll 

Am;she='isaid,:Kfiold, thy sister-ia? .•- jffl ... ">.-• v ; •;• , . 7 : ^ c ^ « : 
"I [wisdom] walk in the.way o£ngb&; 

eousness, .''•'.- ": •;> /~^yT -; 
In the midst of the paths of justice J 
That I may cause those that love mef 

to inherit substance.". 

Why did Naomi call her lot a bitten 

law is gone back, unto her people, and untq 
her god: return thou after thy sister-in-lawi 

16. And Ruth said, Entreat me not hi 
'leave thee, and to return from following 
after thee, for whither thou goest, I will go: 
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God; 

17. Where thou diest, will I die,, and one? r.: | 
there wilt I be buried: Jehovah do so to me, Naomi thought of God as the author! 
and more also, if aught but death part th« o f h e t t r o u b l e S ) md jy n o t understandi 

" loT 'And when she saw that she was * a t s h e h e r s e l J had invited them by the;; 
stedfastly minded to go with her, she left choice she had made years before.. - * 
off speaking unto her. To what are afflictions due? - '" i 
B&£?Zri» « S S f t n S ""-T « f* ̂ . s of pas, fcough* 
were come to Beth-lehem, that all the art or .actions that were out of harmony 
was moved about them, and the women said, with the divine law. j ; :-j;.A 

: Is this Naomi? Ruth and Naomi came to Bethlehen' 
• 2 0 . And she said unto them; Call me_not - h beginning of the barley harvest! 
Naomi, call me Mara; for the Almighty hath . o 6 i t % 
dealt very bitterly with me. : Exp*** **>' symbolism of this statef 
• 21. 1 went out full, and Jehovah hath xtent.. 
brought me home again empty; why call ye -A reunion of the soul and body with 

symbolized. against me, 
me? 

22. So Naomi returned, and Ruth the 
Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her, 
who returned out of the country of Moab: 

I and they came to Beth-lehem in the begin-
l.ning of barley harvest. 

What'Two' phases of the soul are 
'" dealt with in this lesson? 

Naomi is a symbol of the soul as it 
meets adverse conditions—apparent 
lack—by turning to the resources of 
sense instead of to God. The love of 
the soul for the things of God is shown 
in Ruth. 

What does Moab signify? 
Moab has a double significance. It 

' represents the body and the most ex-
ternal conditions of life,-yet it has in 
it the possibility of good. 

Can love be entirely separated from 
the soul? 

In reality it cannot be separated, be-
cause love is of the soul's essence or 
nature. 

Is love an aid to the development of 
faith and courage? 

Active love in the soul lends strength 
to faith, and is a spur to courage. "Love 
is . . . strong, patient, faithful." 
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16. And Ruth said, Entreat me not to 
leave thee, and to return from following 

-5 after thee, for whither thou goest, I will 
I go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; 
I thy people shall be my people, and thy God 
f my God, 
I 17. Where thou diest, will I die, and 
I there will I be buried: Jehovah do so to 
% me, and more also, if aught but death part 
I thee and me. 
I 18. And when she saw that she was 
I stedfastly minded to go with her, she left 
I off speaking unto her. 
f.: 
I What two soul qualities are dealt 
f with in this lesson ? 

• § First, the quality of the soul that leads 
S to lack and hardship through turning 
f to the resources of sense rather than to 

God. This quality is represented by 
Naomi. Secondly, love, albeit the love 
of the natural soul, for the things of 
God. This is represented by Ruth. 

Moab represents the carnal or sense 
self. How can this fact be reconciled 
w'tth the life and character of Ruth the 
Moabitess? 

Divine Mind attracts the things of 
God through even the carnal mind or 
limited, personal self. Ruth overcame 
the selfishness of personality and de-
voted herself to her bereft mother-in-
law. In the experience of Ruth we see 
proof of the infinite reach of divine 
love. 

Is love dependent upon youth and 
I beauty? 

No. Love knows a deeper experi-
ence than that of youth and beauty, 
namely that which springs from loy-
alty and devotion. 

Is God the author of all that comes 
to us, whether good or evil? 

God is the author of all good. Evil . 
comes upon us as the effect of habits 
of thinking that are not in harmony 
with divine law. Divine law brings 
back to us our own thought and its 
expression in the experiences we meet. 

How do we form the habit of seeing 
the Spirit of God in all that comes to 
us? 

By keeping our soul qualities un-
) spoiled and our faith simple. 

I 


