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A TIME FOR LAW AND ORDER 

Prepared by M A R Y M A E OESCH 

Suggested R eading: 
Matt. 10:1-4; Psalms 19:1-9. 

Matthew tells us that Jesus "called 
to him his twelve disciples and gave 
them authority over unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal every 
disease and every infirmity." 

The twelve apostles (symbolizing 
man's faculties) are listed: Simon 
P e t e r - f a i t h ; Andrew-s t reng th ; 
James, the son of Zebedee—judg-
m e n t ; John—love; Philip—power; 
Bartholomew or Nathanael—imagi-
n a t i o n ; Thomas—understanding; 
Matthew—will; James the son of 
Alphaeus—law and order; Thad-
daeus, sometimes called Judas—re-
nunciation; Simon the Canaanite 
(called Simon the Zealot)—zeal; and 
Jesus' betrayer, Judas Iscariot—unre-
deemed life forces. 

Our special interest here is in the 
law and order represented by James 
the son of Alphaeus. 

Long before James' time, a Psalm-
ist was impressed with the law and 
order evidenced in the skies. He says 
that the "heavens" continually re-
veal the glory of God. The "handi-
work" of the "firmament," the 
majesty of the moon, and the breath-
less beauty of a starlit night speak in 
eloquent silence. We know that the 
music of the spheres is without 
words, yet the message is unmis-
takable. God's presence is revealed in 
all nature, so that men thrill to the 
knowledge of universal law and the 
sustaining power of divine order. 

The precision timing in the sun's 
rising and setting is only one evi-
dence that "the law of the Lord is 
perfect." God's law is sure, depend-
able, and unchanging-a source of 
joy and peace to all who reverence it 
in their hearts and keep it in their 
lives. 

Our Practical Application 
"For everything there is a season 

and a time for every matter under 
heaven"-a time for law and order. 

Since the time when the Psalmist 
wrote: "The heavens are telling the 

glory of God," the fingerprints of 
scientists have become faintly visible 
on the map of the heavens and the 
footprints of astronauts have left 
their mark on the moon. Since Alex-
ander Pope's stateme'nt, "Order is 
Heav'n's first law," the eyes of 
science have probed billions of miles 
into space. We know that when we 
look at the stars we are face-to-face 
with infinity. 

Our increasing knowledge of the 
universe serves to increase our rever-
ence for the Infinite Intelligence that 
created and sustains all that is or ever 
has been, and we know that universal 
law applies on all levels of existence. 
The "Unseen Hand" that guides the 
planets also charts the ideal course of 
human lives, and if we would keep 
"on course," we need to order our 
thoughts and our living in accord 
with divine law. 

If we would establish order in our 
thinking, we need to organize our 
thoughts around this basic Truth: 
There is one life force; the creative 
universal life, even God-universal 
Spirit , omnipresent, omnipotent, 
and omniscient. Our faculty of order 
should work closely with all the 
other faculties—such as life, love, 
power, and wisdom-toward the ex-
pression of the one Spirit. 

Order begins for us in our own 
thought and applies to even the 
smallest incident in our daily lives. 
For example, when rush-hour traffic 

seems hopelessly snarled in a dead 
stop, try silently affirming the idea 
of divine order. You may be pleas-
antly surprised at the orderly step-
by-step "unraveling" process. 

When there is bickering or even 
heated argument in a group, hold the 
thought of divine order for everyone 
present, including yourself. 

Plan your day and your work 
around an orderly agenda, and watch 
your efficiency improve. 

If there are health problems, 
know that the healing process of 
divine life is progressing in an orderly 
way. 

There may be many times when 
you will find it helpful to affirm: 
"Divine order is established in my 
life and in my world." Or you may 
prefer an affirmation suggested by 
Charles Fillmore: "My house is set in 
order, and I press forward toward 
the goal of perfection." Then the 
planets in their course-and you in 
yours-will join in. declaring "the 
glory of God." 

Questions and Answers 
What is divine law? 
Divine law is the orderly working 

out of the principles of Being, or the 
divine ideals, into expression and 
manifestation throughout creation. 

How can we establish order in our 
lives? 

By keeping the law of right 
thought, man works in perfect har-
mony with divine law, and thus 
paves his way into spiritual con-
sciousness. 

( N e x t Sunday 's lesson, " A T ime for Zeal . "— 
Mark 3 :13 -19 : Psalms 96 :11 -12; 98 :3 . ) 
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