
a y 2 7 , 1 9 2 3 f |P$a.£ do "the fruits of the vine-. . .,..--_.- .<r„_.._.....,,,. 
a r k 1 2 ; 1 -12 ^ard" represent? ' ' '}' 
^-w-s- • •** '-»fj--'.i9^^:-e«f*"',«5iie fruits of the vineyard" repre-' 

_ I. AnOer began to speak uhto-Seafj^nt the perfection of God expressed, 
SJ ' ^ J b l e f c / maKn pJ a n t e d *A ^ n e y ^ f l fee character of man. "Ye there-and set a hedge about it, and digged a£T , , , , J- J. r. i„ 
pit for the winepress, and built a towerf^ s*1*11 ** P ^ * ' M ^ o u r h e a v e n l y 
and let it out to husbandmen, and weaiiffather is perfect." 
into another country. f-fliWhat do the servants who are sent 
• 2. And at the season, he sent to l&tiejL "the fruits of the vineyard" rep-
husbandmen a servant, that he mightrk „ . ? ' 
receive from the husbandmen of the?f™rTr' , . -
fruits of the vineyard. -^The servants who were sent tor 

3. And they took him, and beat him/*She fruits of fee vineyard" represent 
and sent him away empty. '". i$he spiritually illumined thoughts in 

4. And again he sent unto them jA-ifafi consciousness. They come ex* other servant; and him they wounded in "**~° w" m^^ma ' J „ „ n m the head, and handled shamefully, jpectmg to find a welcome and a com-
5. And he sent another; and him they panionship in the mind of man, but 

killed: and many others; beating some, are destroyed by selfishness and igno-
and killing some. ranee. "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
seS S l ^ ^ n ^ t ^ S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ** P-phets and ston-
will reverence my son. «th them that are sent unto her. 

7. But those husbandmen said among "They will reverence my son." 
themselves, This is the heir; come, let What is represented by the son? 
us kill him, and the inheritance shall be T h e s o n r e p r e s e n t s Christ, or 
ours. And they to k him, and killed him, man's spiritual identity., ^ 
and cast him f^rth out of the vineyard. W^Jkin-vhe parable which Jesus 

0. What therefore will the lord of the quoted from Psalms 118:22-23: 
vineyard do? he will come and destroy '«ri,p <.fnnp w u e i the huil/iero re 
the husbandmen, and will give the vine- • " e . f WMCfl me ouxUlers re- , 
yard unto others. jectea, * 

10. Have ye not read even this scrip- The same was made the head of the \ 
ture: corner; I 
•ected16 WhiCh t h e b u i l d e r s "** This was from the Lord, I 

ThTsame was made the head of AJ^ U "•marvellous in our eyes." % 
the corner; ->i That Christ is the stone rejected 

11. This was from the Lord, - |by the builders is almost universally f 
,o Tnd, ! i i s marvfIlous i n oar eyes?[accepted. However, Christian meta- I 
12. And they sought to lay hold <m T>hvsicians w h 0 studv the whole man 1 

him; and they feared the multitude; for Pnysicians yno siuay tne wnoie man , 
they perceived that he spake the parable J e s u s C n n s t > a n d especially His res- , 

:against .them y and tbey^-left^hira^fb^^'urrection» identify the body as the 
Spent away. _^5-'.[£l:.' ;:;:.' ."..?"?.''•—- •'-*••• jstone or substance side of being, : 
Win today's lesson whatdoes theman]which has been rejected by the i 
•who planted the vineyard represent?[builders. Even the immediate fol- f 

The man who planted the vineyard Ihrwers of Jesus, His disciples, did 1 
represents God Mind. inot understand the great work He 

What does the vineyard represent??did in resurrecting His body. Nei- \ 
The vineyard represents the uni- ther does the Christian world up to f 

;.versal elemental substance which? the present time understand or ap-
forms mans Doay ana the world ,preciate, the great work Jesus 
Ibput him. > Christ did in overcoming bodily dis-
m.He "set a hedge about it, and aoiution. Christians have accepted 
pr/p-ed a pit for the winepress, and the death of Jesus on the cross as a I 
milt a tower, and let it out to hus- reality, and they believe that He was f 
plndmen." What is the meaning of*raised from the dead and went to f 
3pi,s Scripture ? > heaven. Thus they have rejected the ? 
¥ The husbandmen represent ideas ^ g ^ a n d p i v o tai i s s u e 0f His bodily \ 
|feich were planted in the individual resurrection. So we find that the f 
pty Divine Mind, which are given free. stone or body of Jesus must be rec- | 
SSrill and form the Adam conscious- agnized and incorporated into our I 
less "out of the dust of the grpund.' healthy, purified, redeemed, undying ! 
#b.e hedge represents divine protec- bodies. 1 
:«jon; the winepress, the infinite life I 
igjmirce; and the tower, the divine per-
caption of Truth. .1 



December 15, 1942 
Mark 1 2 ; 1 5 - 1 7 

•~s3$. AndtheyDsend uato him certairfclSff 
me" Pharisees and of the Herodians, that 
they might catch him in talk. 

]4 And when they were come, they say 
1m, Teacher, we know that thou art 

and carest not for any one; for thou 
fegardest not the person of men, but of a 
truth teachest the way of God: Is it lawful 
to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 

15. Shall we give, or shall we not give? 
But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto 
them, Why make ye trial of me? bring me a 
idenarius, that I may see it. 
'• 16. And they brought it. And he saith 
unto them, Whose is this image and super-
scription? And they said unto him, Caesar's. 

17. And Jesus said unto them, Render 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and 
unto God the things that are God's. And 
ihCTxnaryelled.ereatlv at him^--_-==^»». 

Why did the Pharisees and the 
"Herodians "marvel greatly" at the re-
ply of Jesus to their question concern-
ing the payment of tribute to Rome? 

They did not comprehend the source 
of His understanding, therefore they 
.were unable to grasp the fact that He 

could reply truthfully without laying 
Himself open to prosecution at the 
hands of either Romans or Jews. The 
Spirit of the Christ gives one clarity of 

! m'nd, alertness, and complete under-
.ding of motives. 

•-, Is it right to subject ourselves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
sake? 

It is right for the individual not to 
waste his energies in futile opposi-
tion. He should put them forth where 
their weight will be felt. When an 
order is established the individual only 
upsets himself by struggling alone to 
overturn it. He who stands alone 
should keep himself at peace with 
others. 

What is the divine will where igno-
rance and foolishness are concerned? 

The divine will contrasts the nega-
tions of ignorance and foolishness 
with wisdom and sound judgment, 
and through making constructiveness 
imperative shows the nothingness of 
all things negative. 

How is freedom realized by those 
who are in worldly bondage? 

Each individual realizes within him-
self freedom to obey of his own voli-

the commands of his worldly 
periors; freedom to honor others, to 

-^ove those of like mind with him-
jself; to "fear God" (or understand 
4he inevitability of divine law), and 
to "honor the king" (or render due 
:respect to those in authority over 
himV 

November 19, 1944 
....Mark 12:13-17 

^ 1 3 : AricTthly~sOTT^ 
the Pharisees and of the Herodians, that 
they might catch him in talk. 

14. And when they were come, they say 
unto him, Teacher, we know that thou art 
true, and carest not for any one; foe 
thou regardest not the person of men, but 
of a truth teachest the way of God: Is it 
lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 

15. Shall we give, or shall we not give? 
But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto 
them, Why make ye trial of me? bring me 
a denarius, that I may see it. 

16. And they brought it. And he saith 
unto them, Whose is this image and super-
scription? And they said unto him, Caesar's. 

17. And Jesus said unto them, Render 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and 
unto God the things that are God's. And 
they marvelled greatly aphim. .._... J 

What do the Pharisees and the 
Herodians represent in this lessoni 

The Pharisees represent old estab-
lished religious beliefs that are tena-
cious of the forms in which they are 
cast; the Herodians, the same beliefs 
in the guise of selfishness and material-
ism. 

What does the fact that these two 
sects or classes were set on catching 

Jesus in heresy signify?. .. _ 
Old established religious beliefs 

make men jealous of the accepted 
order, intolerant of new truths untried 
by them. To detect and stamp out what 
he considers heresy appears to the 
strict conformist to be a Christian duty. 

On the face of things is it right al-
ways to pay a tax without questioning 
the justice or equity of it? 

If we wish to contest the validity or 
equitableness of a tax we should fol-
low the procedure provided by law for 
that purpose and abide by the decision 
arrived at. As long as the law remains 
unrepealed the duty of the law-abiding 
citizen is to obey it. He has no right 
to take the law into his own hands. 

What is the first of "the things that 
are God's" that the divine law re-
quires us to render to Him? 

Faith in the reality of the spiritual 
kingdom is our first clear duty in the 
inner realm. Without faith that it 
exists we cannot become citizens of 
this realm. 

Is it ground for marveling that any-
one whose aim is to be true in thought 
and expression should be able to disr 
cern falsehood and silence it? 

Such ability is marvelous only to 
those in sense consciousness. To all 
others it is logical and to be expected. 

*-r-rvjiiSj;., '«a*»-

A p r i l " 5 , 1942 
JguA 12:24=37,, 

\*%2/L Jests said unto them, Is it riot ibrtfifil 
icause that ye err, that ye know not the 
scriptures, nor the power of God ? 

25. For when they shall rise from the 
dead, they neither marry, nor are given in 
marriage; but are as angels in heaven. 

26. But as touching the dead, that they 
are raised; have ye not read in the book of 
Moses, in the place concerning the Bush, 
how God spake unto him, saying, I am the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob ? 
; 27. He is not the God of the dead, but 
'of the living: ye do greatly err. 

Why did Jesus tell the Sadducees 
that they knew not the Scriptures? 

He meant that although they were 
familiar with the wording of the Scrip-
tures they did not understand the mean-
ing of what they read. Without this 
understanding they did not really know 
the law or inner truth underlying the 
words. 

What is the chief teaching that Jesus 
gave in the text of this lesson? 

His teaching that eternal life is the 
life of the Spirit, not that of the flesh. 
In Luke's account trie following occurs: 
"They that are accounted worthy to at-
tain to that world, and the resurrection 
from the dead, neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage: for neither can they 
die any more: for they are equal unto 
the angels; and are sons of God, being 
sons of the resurrection." 

What is implied in the phrase "They 
that are accounted worthy to attain to 
that world"? 

It implies effort and perseverance. 
Nothing is attained without effort. 

How does man attain to eternal life? 
Through consciousness of God he 

knows eternal life or the life of the 
Spirit here and now. "This is life eter-
nal, that they should know thee the 
only true God, and him whom thou 
didst send, even Jesus Christ." 

Why is God the God of the living 
but not of the dead? 

Because God is life. Death is the ab-
sence or suspension of life, therefore 
death is not the right approach to God. 
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WIS,~ Amas-ttH^^aeBS. urrt#Turn-
£F*ffie Pharisees and of the Her 

; they might featcli" him in talk. 
©£14. And. when they were come,-they 
Say unto him, Teacher,. we know that 
fmou art true, and carest not for any one; 
for thou regardest not the person of men, 
feat of a truth teachest the way of God: 
Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, 

' November 3, 1929 
Mark 12i13-17 

ibr not? 
: 15. Shall „ we give, or shall we not 
give? But he, knowing their hypocrisy, 

• " Why make ye trial of 
denarius, that I may 

And he 

said unto them, 
ine? bring me a 
isee it. 

-16. And they brought it. 
iaith unto them, Whose is this image and 
superscription ? And they said unto him, 
U- 17- And Jesus said unto them. Render 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, 
and unto God the things that are God s, 
'ftrid they marvelled greatly at him. 
.[Why did Jesus consider the Saddu-
cees and the Pharisees hypocrites? 
;.. He considered them hypocrites be-
cause they pretended to be what they. 
S i re not. Secretly, they were trying 
s$o evade the taxes imposed by Caesar, 
Jbut in asking Jesus whether or not 
they should pay tribute, they pre-
tended they were honest. 

What did Jesus illustrate after He 
called for the tribute money? 

He showed them the • stamp of 
Caesar's face on the coin, signifying 
that the coin was identified with 
temporality and should be respected 
for what it was worth, but that we 
shduld not forget to put the thought' 
of God into our monetary transac-
tions. 
f'-'Did Jesus call special attention to 
&od's part in finances ? 
;- Yes." He said, "Render . . . unto 
fGod the things that are God's." 'The 
secret of a harmonious life is to bal-
piice'God and God manifest, in one's' 
•|houghts and acts. Persons who bej-
sebme bverzealous in religious observ-
ances are apt to treat with contempt 
^temporal laws and conditions." This 
Results in contention and discord be-
tween mind and body, and between 
ihe laws of God and the laws of man. 
I What does Cszsar represent? 
r In consciousness Caesar represents 
Woe tyrannical rule of the personal 
prill unmodified by spiritual love and 
Inercy and justice. The government 
fef the personal will has dominion 
fever the Pharisees and the Sadducees 
^intellectual and religious beliefs), 
pfowever, the consciousness of love 
paid righteousness, which has been 

ished in the individual through 
instruction and example of Jesus 

pSfae spiritual man), is outside the 
ponaain of Gsesar, though seemingly 
$ y u s mercy rattimes. 

£ S a y 2 2 , 1 9 3 8 
L._ . . J . a t r k . 1 2 : 1 3 - 1 7 ^ 
l^lfT^AncPthey scad ubnj^ma 
the Pharisees and of the Herodians, 
they might catch him in talk. 

14. And when they were come, they 
unto him, Teacher, we know that thou al 

mayalso Study Romans 13;3-14".) , ;true, and carest not for any one; for thr| 
• „ , " , , , ' , . . 16' • _* - regardest not the person of men, but of 

: o f \ n e X r n S ^ S ^ ^ S S S . ^ . * £ * «* A * <** >• * H 
that they might catch him in talk. i t 0 ffve tabute unto Cesar or not ? 
. 14. And when they were come, they: 15. Shall we give, or shall we not gm. 
say unto him, Teacher, we know that thou! But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said uni 
art true, and carest not for any one.; for.them, Why make ye trial of me? bring 
thou regardest not the person of men, but a denarius, that I may see it. 
of a truth teachest the way of God: Is it 16. And they brought it. And he saif 
lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or m ^ ftem, Whose is this image and supel 
n ° l ' _, „ . , ,. -, scription? And they said unto him, Caesar? 

15 Shall we. give, or shall we not { And T e s u / s a i c i wt0 ± R e n d | 
give? But he, knowing their hypocrisy, ,. V j . . ., . /- . 3 
laid unto them, Why make ye trial of ™» ^ *>e ^ f>a a r e ^ a r s > ?2 
me? bring me a denarius, that I may f"> God the things that are Gods. Anf 
s e e j^_ they marvelled greatly at him. J 
- 16. And they brought it And he whaJ do the Pharisees and t. 
saith unto them. Whose is this image ,. . - . / • / •> 
and superscription? And they said unto Herodians represent in this lesson? 
him. Caesar's. The Pharisees represent old estaL 

17. And Jesus said unto them, Render l i s h e d reUgious beliefs that are teal 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, . , ° r , . , , j 
and unto God the things that-are God's, cious of the forms in which they anf 
And they, marvelled greatly at him. ' cast; the Herodians, the same belief! 

Why did Jesus consider The Sad-m &? g1"^ o £ selfishness and material 
duceesandthe Pharisees hypocrites? ism. _ J 

Jesus considered them hypocrites What does the fact that these tw\ 
because they • pretended to be what sects or classes were set on catching Jej 
they were not. Secretly, they were Sus in His talk signify? j 
trying to evade the taxes imposed by Old established religious beliefs mai 
Cresar but in asking Jesus whether m e n j e a l o u s o f ±e a c c e p t e d o r d e r 

^ H K W J S > ™ t " b u t e ' +
t h e y tolerant of new truth untried by then pretended that they were honest. i - j ,. ^ J . , . « . , . i 

What truth did Jesus illustrate T ° det
u

ect a n d S t a mP o u t ^ h a t h e c0^ 
after He called for the tribute money? s / d e r s h e r e sy aPPe a r s t o ^ e s t r i c t c01 

He showed them the slamp of tormist to be a Christian duty. 
Cassar's face on the coin, signifying' Interpret the words in verse 14 tha 
that the coin was identified with tern- ascribe a love of truth to Jesus. I 
porality and should be respected for This was flattery meant by His quesj 
what it was worth, but that we should; doners to disarm Jesus and trick Hirf 
not forget to put the thought of God; j n t 0 a direct answer to the question thai 
into our monetary transactions. , f0n0wed it. . I 

Did Jesus call special attention to. 1Kr, j-j •, j - , I 
God.'s part in finances? Why did it not succeed? J 

Yes. He said, "Render . . . unto Je s u s h a d s P i r l t u a l perception of trutb 
God the things that are God's." The a n d H e recognized no sincerity in thei| 
secret of a harmonious life is to ba l - ' w o r d s - H e s a w instead the trap thef 
ance God as Spirit and God manifest, were laying for Him. 
both in one's thoughts and acts. • Could the suggestion of Jesus "Rer 

Wliat does Csesar represent? \der unto Caesar the things that ar\ 
In consciousness Cresar represents; Caesar's" be carried out literally? 

Sri S ^ S ? 6 °f-.thei ,PerS°nai lt couId not' since t0 Pa7 o n l7 tc 
will unmodified by spiritual ove and j r , . t „ +ko '• k»„;„„ l-« ;l~ni 
mercy and justice. The personal will ! C a e s a r , toe , c° i n s

f ^ ^ *»* " J 
has dominion over the Pharisees and ! w o u l d h a i ? d e f e a t o d the purpose of the 
the Sadducees (intellectual and re- !c o

r
m' w i u d l w a s t 0 serve as a medium 

lieious beliefs). -°f exchange in trade. At the same time 
;no literalist could gainsay the logic o | 
j the statement. 
| What of the suggestion to renden 
! "unto God the things that are God's" i 
I This suggestion takes into account the 
truth that all things are God's. It is 
statement of universal truth that cannoi 

| be disputed. 



October 7, 1906 

Mark 12:28-34, 5W44 

came, 28. And one of the 
and heard them questioning to-

p-gather, and knowing that he had 
answered them well, asked him, 
What commandment is first of 

scribes 
4-4 

29. Jesus answered, The first is, Hear, O Israel; TheTJbrd 
our God, the Lord is one: 

30. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength. 

31. The second is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. 

32. And the scribe said unto him, Of a truth, Master, thou 
hast well said that he is one; and there is none other but he: 

33. And to love him with all the heart, and with all the un-
derstanding, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbor 
as himself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sac-
rifices. 

34. And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he 
said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And 
no man after that durst ask him any question. 

3& And in his teaching he said, Beware of tjje'scjibes, who 
desire, to walk "in loDg robes, and tohave salutationsin the mar-
ketplaces, ' _.-'' , - ' ' ..--''' ,•••'* 

39. And chief seats in the-'synag'ogues. and chief places at 
feasts: . - ' . . - ' ' . . " ' , . ' " 

40. They who devour widows' houses, and for a pretence 
make long prayers; these shall receive greater condemnation. 

• 41. And-he sat down over against the treasury, and beheld 
bow the multitude cast money in to the. treasury: and many that 
were rich cast in much. 

.43. And there came a poor widow and-she cast in two mites, 
which make a farthing. 

43.. And he -called unto him h is disciples, and said unto 
them, Verily 1-s'ay unto you, This poor widow cast in morethan 
all they that are casting into the treasury: 

44. For they all did cast in of their superfluity; butshe of 
her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living. 

G O L D E N T E X T — Thou shalt love Ike Lord thy ^God 
with all thy heart.— Mark 12:30. 

A commandment is not the edict of a king or law-
giver, which all men are bound under penalty to 
obey, but a statement of axiomatic truth. 

That God is one and indivisible, is good logic 
and fundamental in all true worship and demonstra-
tion. If our minds are divided by the thought of 
morethan one creative power we cannot concentrate. 
It is found that those who believe in the power of 
evil, or destructive forces, are themselves in such 
discord that they cannot control their thoughts. So 
the first step in keeping the Commandments is to 
realize the Oneness of the Creative Power. 

in human consciousness, was brought forth by Leah 
(Human Soul) she said, " Now this time will my 
husband be joined unto me." We connect our soul 
forces with whatever we centre our love upon. If we 
love the things of sense or materiality, we become 
attached to them and lose the ability to enter into 
the untrammeled realms of Spirit-Mind. This is 
why the Lord commanded Moses not to make any 
graven image of him. These graven images are 
made by mental pictures. The thought of God as a 
great king in a place called heaven makes just such 
a material image in our thought realms, and we grow 
to believe in and worship such an imaginary Being, 
instead of the true God, who is Spirit. 

Millions of people are joining themselves through 
their love nature to this personal image of God, and 
are building up false conditions that must eventual-
ly be destroyed. This is, of course, much better than 
no love to God, but we can just as well understand 
the truth about God's nature and worship Him in 
His spiritual reality, and get the fruits in the right 
relation which follows. 

Love is expressed through the heart, and to make 
room in our consciousness for God Love we must 
quicken that faculty. On the human side our love 
is developed through family and friendship relations, 
but in the regeneration we set up love activity 
through direct concentration upon the idea, "Divine 
Love, manifest thyself in me," with the attention 
fixed at the heart or solar plexus centre. This sets 
into action certain spiritual energies that open the 
way to God Consciousness. 

But we must add to our love, mind, that is, wisdom; 
and strength, that is, endurance. When these quali-
ties are brought forth there is a love power developed 
that can manifest its potentialities in the face of 
hate, injustice, and unrighteous persecutions of all 
kinds. With this Divine Love active in the heart, it 
is no effort to love our neighbors, even though they 

^desD.itefuJlyjsejuS^._Tesus^hiLcLthis.Lpve^Conscious- _ 
ness when he sa id , "POTgive them, 
F a t h e r , they know not what they dc 

xf:~A 
Love is the ^binding, joining force of Divine 
-A Wf l»- I . ™ w h n » n r « , n t < H h , f , r i , l f v l 4 , v , 



March 11. 1951 
Mark 12:23-31 

/8. And one dfthe scribes came, arid' 
heard them questioning together, and 
knowing that he had answered them well,; 
;asked him, What comrriandment is the 
'first of all? 

29. Jesus answered, The 
first is, Hear, O Israel; The 
Lord our God, the Lord is 
one: 

30. And thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and 
with, all thy strength. 

31. The second is this, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. There is none other 
commandment .greater than 
these. ' 

What ifo the two great command-

ments stated by Jesus include? ~ 
The entire substance of the Mosaic 

law. 
How do we evidence the fact that 

we love others as we love ourselves? 
By serving their needs as freely and 

gladly as we look after our own needs, 
since love of the higher self is part 
of universal love. 

How do we worship in spirit and 
in truth? 

We worship thus as we cultivate 
the inner life or our deepest nature, 
and as we develop in ourselves the 
Spirit of the Christ. 



I May 2 2 , 1938 
^ Mark 12:28-34....... _ 

28. And one of the scribes came, and 
iheard them questioning together, and know-
Jing that he had answered them well, asked 
" ;m, What cornmandment is the first of all? 

29. Jesus answered, the first is, Hear, O 
Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is one: 

30. And thou shait love the Lord thy 
God with ail thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength. 

31. The second is this, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these. 

32. And the scribe said unto him, Of a 
truth, Teacher, thou hast well said that he is 
one; and there is none other but he: 

33. And to love him with ail the heart, 
and with all the understanding, and with all 

: the strength, and to love his neighbor as 
himself, is much more than all whole burnt-
offerings and sacrifices. :~ 

34. And when Jesus saw that he an-
swered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou 
art not far from the kingdom of God. And 
no man after that durst ask him any question* 

To what test was Jesus subjected in 
Jfhe question concerning the first com-
mandment? 

The scribe tested Jesus' sense of rela-
tive values. The question concealed no 
.trap, and Jesus answered it fully and 
freely. It was in line with His daily 

aching. 
Why was the scribe "not far from the 

kingdom of God"? 
The scribe understood that loving 

God and his neighbor were man's two 
chief duties, but his attitude showed 
chat his interest was intellectual, not 
spiritual. He was not following what he 
understood to be essential. 

October 2 , 1938 
"a rk 12:28-34 

1 
fisriir '--s*«~s :mt"?mie',^scfibes1. ........... 

dieard them questioning together, and know-
ing that he had answered them well, asked 
ihim, What commandment is the first of all ? 

29. Jesus answered, the" first is, Hear, 0 
Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is one: 

30. And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with ail thy 
strength. 

31. The second is this, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other 
cornmandment greater than these. 

32. And the scribe said unto him, Of a 
truth, Teacher, thou hast well said that he is 
one; and there is none other but he: 

33. And to love him with all the heart, 
and with all the understanding, and with all 
the strength, and to love his neighbor as him-
self, is much more than all whole bumt-
otTerings and sacrifices. 

34. And when Jesus saw that he an-
swered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art 
not far from the kingdom of God. And no 

W^&e^^M^kmtf^g-'of ihefprst 
commandment as given by Jesus re-
quire of us? 

To love the Lord our God with all 
our heart, soul, mind, and strength re-
quires concentration of a high order and 
complete devotion to the spiritual ideal. 

Why did Jesus choose as second in 
importance a commandment not found 

in the Decalogue? 
The commandment to love our neigh-

bor as ourselves enjoins upon us a high 
degree of self-control as well as selfless-
ness, qualities that are developed by ob-
serving the first commandment. Both 
commandments are constructive, in con-
trast with the "Thou shalt not" of the 
Decalogue. 

What does the scribe who questioned 
Jesus represent? 

Scribes sometimes represent thoughts 
that come to us from other persons or 
from books. In this case they represent 
man's external religious thoughts, which 
are "not far from the kingdom of God," 
but which at the same time are not 
aware, of that kingdom. 



c . C \J y i . — .O O 
" a r k 1 2 : 2 9 - 3 4 

met one oi tne serines•e&m^sMi. 
d them questioning together, and 

mowing that he had answered them well, 
asked him, What commandment is the 
fast of all ? • I 
JF-29. Jesus answered, The first is, Hear, j 
m Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is 
fcne: 
g 30. And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
|God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
isoul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
Pry strength. 
§ 3 1 . The second is this, Thou shalt love 
pay neighbor as thyself. There is none 
gather commandment greater than these. 
| - 32. And the scribe said unto him, Of a, 
Ifcruth, Teacher, thou hast well said that 
|he is one; and there is none other but he: 
ff. 33. And to love him with all the heart, 
pand with all the understanding, and with 
iall the strength, and to love his neighbor 
fas himself, is much more than all whole 
fburnt-offerings and sacrifices. 
t;~ 34. And when Jesus saw that he 
Answered discreetly, he said unto him, 
pThou art not far from the kingdom of 
Sod. And no man after that durst ask 
fbifm any question. ^. -..._ „ ,__••• 
F~ What is the great unifying ele-
ment? 

Love is the great unifying element. 
When the consciousness is saturated 
with love, it overflows into body and 
affairs and brings harmony into 
every hitherto discordant condition. 

What state of mind will saturate 
the whole man with divine love ? 

[••" Man can be permeated with divine 
rlove by understanding tha t love is the 
[essence of Being, and by affirming 
| love as his in hear t and soul and 
fmind. 
| After the love consciousness has 
\been established in us, what should be 
Your next attitude? 

We should make love the basis of 
.all our relations, especially our rela-
t i o n s with those persons and things 
. tha t are nearest to us—that is, our 
^"neighbors." In this way we shall 
; fulfill the law of God and demonstrate 
^divine harmony within and without. 
I Can the law of divine love be de-
bscribed? 
jL The law of divine love is s u c h a 
i ranscendent thing t h a t words de-
scr ib ing it seem flat; but words used 
jin right understanding will quicken 
p i e soul in love, and we should not de-
sp ise them. Affirming that we love 
p o d with all our hearts , with all our 
isouls, with all our minds, and with all 
b u r strength, will cause, us to feel a 
| ove we have never felt before. 

1 body and into his affairs, and brings 
tarmony into every hitherto discord-
n t condition within and without. 

Wliat state of mind can saturate 
the whole man with divine love? 

October 6 , 1929 
Mark 12:2S-_3£ 

28. And one of the scribes csSei^S 
heard them questioning together, and 
knowing that he had answered them well, 
asked him, What commandment is the Man can be saturated with divine 
first of all? '• Jove by understanding that love is the 

29. Jesus answered, The first is, Hear, essence of Being, and by affirming 
0 Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is l o v e a a h i s m h e a r t - s o u 1 ' m m d ' a n ( 1 

o n e : ., strength. 

30. And thou shalt love the Lord thy After the love consciousness has 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy been established in us, wliat should 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all °e our next attitude? 
thy strength. W<J g h o u J d m a k g , o v e t h f i b a s 5 s o f 

31. The second is this, Thou shalt love all our relations, especially our rela-
thy neighbor as thyself. There is none tions with the persons and the things 
other commandment greater than these, tha t are nearest to us—that is, our 

32. And the scribe said unto him, Of " n , e i ? h b ? r - " . ** t h l 3 w a f v'e S h a 1 1 f I 1 

a truth, Teacher, thou hast well said that fill the law of God and demonstrate; 
he is one; and there is none other but he : ' d i v i n e h a r m o n y * " i t h i n a n d without.; 

33. And to love him with all the heart,, 
and with all the understanding, and with 
all the strength, and to love his neighbor. 
as himself, is much more than all whole 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices. 

34. And when Jesus sa .̂- that he an-
swered discreetly, he said unto hnn, Thou 
art not far from the kingdom of God. 
And no man after that durst ask him any 

considered, what 
question. 

Metaphysically 
is a scribe? -

The definition of the word scribe is 
"a copyist" or "a wr i te r" ; metaphysi-
cally considered, a scribe is the fac-
ulty within us that endeavors to en-
grave upon the tablets of the mind an 
interpretation of the Scriptures and 
of the law. 

Explain Jesus' ivords, "Hear, O 
Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one." 

The sense man has many gods; his 
thoughts are scattered. Jesus' be-
hest, "Hear, 0 Israel ; The Lord our 
God,, the Lord is one," in reality is a 
drill in concentration. All the real 
thoughts (Israel) are commanded to 
dwell upon God, the one presence, one 
power, and one intelligence. 

What is the great unifying element 
in man and among men? 

Love is the great unifying element 
When man's consciousness is satu-
rated with love, it overflows into his 

Can the law of divine love be de-\ 
scribed? 

The law of divine love is such a , 
transcendent thing that words d e -
scribing it seem flat; but words used 
in right understanding will quicken 
the soul in love, and we should not: 
despise them. Affirming tha t we love;! 
God with all our hearts, with all our! 

u souls, with all our minds, and with alll 
our s trength will cause us to feel 
love that we never have felt before. 



May 2 1 , 1 9 3 3 '"^Whai^&e SeWncL coj&maMment? I 
qag^-rrr- M&A? k J ^ | ^ 8 - 4 0 _ * "The second is this, Thou shaft love j 

28. And one o T f S ^ ^ b e S ^ ^ , a n d ^ neighbor as thyself/* Jesus said, | 
heard them questioning together, and "There is none other corxrrnandment f 
knowing that he had answered them well, greater than these." i- 1 
tot ofhaU? W h E t c o m m a n d m e n t i s t h e In the text of this lesson why were, | 

2 9 ° Jesus answered. The first is, H e a r , t h e P h a g e s andSadducees question- § 
0 Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord inQ Jesus? % 
is one: The object of the Pharisees and f 

80. And thou shaft love the Lord thy Sadducees in questioning Jesus was , 

£ & T 3 S f j g S T S J V K •»* n 7 T T T S T . ? H i s f - < 
all thy strength. n e s s to teach and to heal the multi- * 

31." The second is this, Thou shalt love tudes as He was doing. Rather, their \ 
thy neighbor as thyself. There is none predetermined aim was to discredit | 
other commandment greater than these. Jesus, catch Him off His guard, and f 

32. And the scribe said unto him, Of find valid ground for accusing Him § 
a truth, Teacher, thou hast well said that b e f o r e t he Jewish authorities. k 
he is one; and there is none other but he: 

33. And to love him with all the heart, What was the result? 

and with all the understanding, and with Jesus' reply to their question was i 
all the strength, and to love his neighbor s o simple, so clear, so straightforward 
E8 IT5**'-1S m u°i1 m ° r - ! t h a n a11 w h o l e t h a t it could not be gainsaid. At the -burnt-offerings and sacrifices. ., . / , . , „ . . , , T ,, , . same time, its forcefumess was mten-. 34. And when Jesus saw that he an- . . , , ', , , , . ., . „ • 
swered discreetlv, he said unto him, Thou s l f i e d b y t h e l a c k o f sincerity of His ; 
art not far from the kingdom of God. questioners. Double-dealing could 
And no man after that durst ask him not stand before such clarity as t ha t 
any question. which characterized the Master. 

35. And Jesus answered and said, as , h t should one love an_ 
he taught in the temple, How say the , , , • ? . „ . 
scribes that the Christ is the son of other as himself? j 
David? When we seek divine wisdom in i 

36. David himself said in the Holy this matter , we find that it is one's \ 
Spirit, higher self tha t one must love, in I 

^ t i ^ J ^ i J ^ i ^ S 1 o r d e r t 0 toing it into expression in \ 
ait thou on my right hand, , . . . T , _, . ,, , „ , 
Till I make thine enemies the foot- o n e s h f e - J e s u s ^ " ^ t h a t ^ ^ | 

stool of thy feet. should always recognize and love this | 
37. David himself calleth him Lord; same divine self in others. I 

and whence is he his son ? And the com- Where is the field in which the I 
mon people heard him gladly. ChHst Spirit must first be cultivated ? i 

38. And in his teaching he said, Be-r—^~~: — - ,—"-=- ,-- • -
ware of the scribes, who desire to walk j The inner life, or one s own deepest 
in long robes, and to have salutations in nature , is the field in which the Christ 
the marketplaces, • Spirit must be first cultivated. | 

39. And chief seats in the synagogues, In Truth, what is prayer? f 
and chief places at feasts: ,. P r a y e r i s a m e a n s o f connecting ! 

40 They that devour widows' houses, m a n w i t h h i s s o u r c e i n o r d e r t h a t h e 1 
and for a pretence make long prayers; L_ i • j j -x • v. • i 

hhese shall receive greater condemnation: ^ f ? ™ w ^ d o m a n d afe a t ™ h i s 

Was Jesus versed in universalize. To love Truth with all the heart , 
Truth? soul, mind, and strength is to do 

Yes. He identified Himself so com- away, once and forever, with all tha t 
pletely with the one Mind that He is not t rue in the life. 
was able to know universal Truth or. * | 
every occasion. | 

What did Jesus consider the su- 1 
preme rule of life? i 

Undivided faith in God, sincerity, I 
and love of one's fellow men were con- I 
sidered by Jesus the supreme rule of j 
Hfe. I 

According to Jesus, what is the first % 
great commandment? 

The first commandment i s : "Hear, 
0 Israel ; The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one: And thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength." 



December 12, 1943 
'•'ark 12:53-34 

4prS.J' -•,*bMfee:%;''rhrlcri'bes • carrw^'ahd 
{beard them questioning together, and know-
pig that he had answered them well, asked 
fam, What cornmandment is the first of 
i l l ? 
^ 29. Jesus answered, The first is, Hear, 
p Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord 
as one: 
f 30. And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
Shy strength. 
if 31. The second is this, Thou shalt love 
Shy neighbor as thyself. There is none 
other conimandment greater than these. 
j 32. And the scribe said unto him, Of 
ja. truth, Teacher, thou hast well said that 
jbe is one; and there is none other but he: 
( 33. And to love him with all the heart, 
land with all the understanding, and with 
jail the strength, and to love his neighbor 
as himself, is much more than all whole 
[burnt-offerings and sacrifices. 
( 34. And when Jesus saw that he an-
swered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou 
{art not far from the kingdom of God. And 
jao man after that durst ask liim any ques-

i Why is one commandment greater than 
mother? 
\ Love of God and love of neighbor are 
•he two great commandments, because love 
Sjhe strongest and most instinctive quality 
jp the human soul, and it is aU-important 
pBrftts to*.control and direct it info crrarSeTs 
fof constructiveness. 
y What thought underlies the two com-
Srnandments that have to do with love? 

The thought of unity. "The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one: and thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength." Complete de-
motion to the One is the perfect expression 
hf unity. 

How is the second commandment to love 
related to the first? 

The second is a sequel to the first. "He 
ithat Ioveth not his brother whom he hath 
Seen, cannot love God whom he hath not 
Seen." By practicing love of our brother or 
Saeighbor we learn to love God or express 
| h e spirit of love. 
v Why is it wiser to love than to hate? 
%. Because loving develops in the soul con-
Stmctive power that holds the lover in 
fharmony with life universal. Hate separates 
pie hater from.a consciousness of the uni-
irersal life and'leaves his powers depleted. 

M a y 8 , 1 9 4 9 
M a r k 1 2 : 2 8 - 3 4 

28. And one of the serines came, and' 
heard them questioning together, and know-
ing that he had answered them well, asked 
him, What cornmandment is the first of all ? 

29- Jesus answered, The first is, Hear, 
O Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one: 

30. And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength. • 

31. The second is this, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself. There is none 
other cornmandment greater than these. 

32. And the scribe said unto him, Of 
a truth, Teacher, thou hast well said that 
he is one; and there is none other but he: 

33. And to love him with all the heart, 
and with all the understanding, and with 
all the strength, and to love his neighbor as 
himself, is much more than all whole burnt-
offerings and sacrifices. 

34. And when Jesus saw that he an-
swered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou 
art not far from the kingdom of God. And 
no man after that durst ask him any ques-
tion. | _̂  __ ,. ,^.,.;. 

Who is best qualified to answer d 
question? 

The person whose work is in line 
with the subject being questioned. Je-
sus was a teacher of the law and the 
prophets, and He held that they are 
capable of fulfillment here and now. 
He was therefore qualified to answer 
a question that dealt directly with His 
teaching. 

Who is near to the kingdom of God? 
He who knows the law and under-

stands its underlying truth but does 
not adhere to it in his life. If he is 
converted he has only to apply his al-
ready sufficient academic knowledge 
and practice the Truth, which before 
has been to him only theory, in order 
to enter into the Icingdom. 

What type of questions are best 
avoided? 

Those which raise doubt and skepti-
cism without in any way compensating 
for the loss of faith they cause. 



A p r i l 2 9 , 1 9 2 8 
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treasury, and beheld how the multitude 
cast money into the treasury: and many 
that were rich cast in much. 

42. And there came a poor widow, 
»nd she cast in two mites, which make a 
farthing. 
A 43. And he called unto him his dis-
ciples, and said unto them, Verily I say 
onto you, This poor widow cast in more 
(than all they that are casting into the 
treasury: 
L 44L* F o r t h e * a11 d i d c a s t i n of their 
superfluity; but she of her want did cast 
aa all that she had, even all her living. 
\~ How is true giving to be measured? 
i True giving is measured by the love 
(and substance and faith that the 
:giver puts into the gift. The state-
iment, 

"Who gives himself with his alms 
feeds three, 

Himself, his hungering neighbor, 
and Me," 

:i3 founded on the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. 

7s there within the consciousness 
of man that which in many cases de-
lights in making a show of giving ? 

Yes. Personality delights in mak-
ing a show of giving. It is prone to 
think it does much toward the main-
tenance of the body temple and to-
ward the mind's religious worship; 
but until the intellect is quickened by 
Spirit and comes under the instruc-
tion of true wisdom, its gifts do not 
really count for much. 


