
P e b r u a ; '7 9 , 1 9 4 1 
Luke 1 6 : 1 9 - 2 3 „ 

and he was dothed in purple and fine Hrien, 
Taring sumptuously every day: 
I 20. And a certain beggar named Lazarus 

'as laid at his gate, full of sores, 
21. And desiring to be fed with the' 

-fTttmbs that fell from the rich man's table; 
jyea, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
> _ 22. And it came to pass, that the beggar 
died, and that he was carried away by the 
"angels into Abraham's bosom: and the rich 
man also died, and was buried. 
! 23. And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar 
joff, and Lazarus in his bosom. 

What do "a certain rich man" and 
Lazarus represent?^ ' 

They stand for two states of con-
i sciousness, the outer and the inner, of 
• the average worldly-minded person. A 
i consciousness of externals causes-man to-
1 express the attributes of mind and body 
through sense avenues. It appropriates 

'• all man's forces, leaving the inner man 
'• to starve at the gateway of conscious-
i ness. 

What is the meaning of the beggar's 
desiring to be fed with the crumbs from 
the rich man's table? 

The inner man craves the suste-
j nance of man's thought, even the least 
portion of the outer man's attention. 
These are the crumbs that fall from the 
rich man's table, but they do not avail 
to nourish or sustain the inner man. 

Interpret the term "Abraham's bos-
om. 

This is a Jewish name, not of heaven, 
but of the intermediate state of bliss, 
in which the souls of the just await the 
resurrection. Metaphysically the term 
means a state of faith in which man's 
soul rests safe and undisturbed from 
all thought of worldly trials and suffer-
ing. 

Why was the rich man, in Hades, able 
to see Abraham "afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bosom"? 

As the worldly-minded man sees liv-
ing in the same world with him some 
person whose mind is given to higher 
values, so after the death of the body 
the mind, which is eternal, discerns that 
certain states that the earthly conscious-
ness has never penetrated afford rest 
and peace to those who have attained 
them. Perceiving this Truth is a different 
matter from attaining to it, for between 
the two states of consciousness there is 
a great gulf fixed. 
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The meaning is that when one who has built up a 
k consciousness of love for material dungs, dies, he con-
f tinues to long for those things, and has no means of 

satisfying his desire. This brings "torment." Lazarus, 
througii his nonattachment to things, rests peacefully in 
the bosom of Abraham—Abraham representing the 

^Father. 
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day the angels into Abraham's bosom: spiritual things, but which, because 
tand the rich man also died, and was; of the selfishness of the sense man, is 
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f.y 23. And in *Hades he lifted up his, 
byes, being in torments, and seeth Abra-" jham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
si 24.. And he cried and said, Father: 
^Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
yLazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 
ifinger in water, and cool my tongue; for 
JI am in anguish in this flame. 
, 25. But Abraham said, Son, remember n e ^ 
!-that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy 
:good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
bvil things: but now here he is com-
forted, and thou art in anguish. 
% 26. And besides all this, between us 
rand you there is a great gulf fixed, that 

What is represented by "Abra-
ham's bosom," the place to which the 
beggar was carried when he died? 

According to the best Bible author-
ities, "Abraham's bosom" represents 
a state of felicity, or celestial happi-

What is the meaning of "Hades," 
the place to which the rich man was 
carried? , 

A good Bible translator says that 
"Hades" means "the invisible land, 

they that would pass from hence to you' the realm of the dead, including both 
may not be able, and that none may cross Elysium and paradise for the good, 
lover from thence to us. and Tartarus, Gehenna, and hell for 
p. 27. And he said, I pray thee there- the wicked." The fact is that people tore, father, that thou'wouldest send him; ,,,1,^ „ «„.-„_,i; «,„ „u„„„« L,„iwi to my father's house; w h o SO through the change called 

28. For I have five brethren; that he* d e a t h d o n o t ^o anywhere, if location 
may testify unto them, lest they also is meant; They simply change their 

relation to dominant states of con-
sciousness. 

Are we to understand that "Abra-
ham's bosom" refers to a place called 
heaven, and that "Hades" refers to a 
place called hell ? 

come into this place of torment. 
29. But Abraham saith, They have 

Moses and the prophets; let them hear 
them. 

30. And he said, Nay, father Abra-
ham: but if one go to them from the 
dead, they will repent. 

31. And he said unto him, If they hear 
not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, if one rise from the 
dead. 

L,. No. The author of this. allegory 
hwas striving, evidently, to depict the 
ttwo states oftconsciousness in which 
• the higher and the lower principles of 
ithe Soul find themselves after the 
I death of the body. 

Explain the anguish and the tor-
ment of the selfish soul, represented 
by the rich man. 

The anguish and the torment of 
the selfish soul represent that desire 
for sense expression which continues 
in the mind after the death of the 
body. The desire for sensual pleasure, 
lacking a body through which to ex-
press itself, throws the mind into a 
state of torture and distress. 

How shall we profit by getting an 
understanding of this allegory? 

If we are cultivating sense con-
sciousness through any of its avenues 
of expression to the exclusion of spir-
itual consciousness, we are in danger 

I of anguish and torment. To avoid 
such punishment and to establish our-
selves in the constructive Christ con-
sciousness, we should seek the law of 

• Spirit and should follow it. 
How shall we minister to, and sup-

'- ply the needs of, the starved Lazarus 
\ of the soul? 

The soul is fed and built up spir-
itually by prayer and meditation, by 
the realization that man is spiritual, 
and that his soul requires spiritual 
food. Jesus said: "Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word 

; that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God." 
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Luke 16:19-31 

INTERPRETATION 

WHAT TWO PHASES OP CONSCIOUSNESS ARE CONTRASTED 
IN THIS LESSON? 

The consciousness of lack (represented by Laz-
arus) and the consciousness of plenty (rep-resented 
by "a certain rich man " ) . 

WHAT CHARACTIZES THE FORMER STATE? 

Intensity of desire characterizes lack. 

WHAT ELSE DO LAZARUS AND THE RICH MAN REPRESENT? 

Lazarus represents the religious nature; the 
rich -man, the sense nature. Instead of being 
equally developed, the one is a starveling, the 
other an epicure. 

THE NAME LAZARUS MEANS "WHOM GOD HELPS." WHAT 
IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THAT FACT IN THIS LESSON? 

The religious nature has its origin in God. 
Therefore as long as a man through selfishness and 
matBrial-mindedness starves the religious nature, 
he must remain' in "torment" or apart 
from his good, 

WHY IS LAZARUS DESCRIBED AS BEING "CARRIED AWAY 
BY THE ANGELS INTO ABRAHAM'S BOSOM" AFTER DEATH? 

The religious or better nature, having known a 
long period of starvation, or unsatisfied desire 
for expression, attracts to itself the fulfill-
ment of that desire as soon as the shackles of 
sense are broken and it is free. 

WHAT IS THE ULTIMATE EFFECT ON THE SENSE NATURE 
OF THE HABIT OF GRATIFYING EVERY MATERIAL DESIRE? 

The sense nature, deprived of the physical 
vehicle of expression, realizes its need for reli-
gious feeling to liberate it from the result of 
past sins, but through lack of intensity of desire 
it fails to make contact with the higher plane. 



WHAT I S THE GATEWAY TEAT DIVIDES THE HIGHER 
NATTJRE FROM THE LOWER DURING MAN'S EARTH LIFE? 
WHAT I S THE IMPASSABLE GULF THAT SEPARATES THE 
TWO COMPLETELY? 

The s e l f I s t h e gateway be tween t h e two p h a s e s 
of m a n ' s n a t u r e . The g r e a t g u l f i s t h e chasm 
caused by t h e r emova l of the body c o n s c i o u s n e s s , 
t he p l a c e of u n i o n of a l l t h e a t t r i b u t e s of man. 

WHAT IS REPRESEIITED BY THE BRETHREN OF TEE RICH 
MAN, AND WRY DID ABRAHAM REFER THEM TO MOSES AND 
THE PROPHETS? 

The f i v e b r e t h r e n r e p r e s e n t the f i v e s e n s e s , 
and Moses and t h e P r o p h e t s t h e mora l and s p i r i t u a l 
l a w . The s e n s e s must be t r a n s f o r m e d u n d e r t h e 
law b e f o r e t h e y csn become wor thy t o e n d u r e . 


