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| 11. And the angel of Jehovah came 
and sat under the oak which was ii 
Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash th 
Abiezrite: and his son Gideon was beat 
ing out wheat in the winepress, to hide i 
from the Midianites. 

12. And the angel of Jehovah appearec 
unto him, and said unto him, Jehovah i: 
with thee, thou mighty man of valor. 

13. And Gideon said unto him, Oh. 
my lord, if Jehovah is with us, why then 
is all this befallen us? and where are all 
his wondrous works which our fathers told 
us of, saying, Did not Jehovah bring us up 
from Egypt? but now Jehovah hath cast 
us off, and delivered us into the hand of 
Midian. 

14. And Jehovah looked upon him, and 
said, Go in this thy might, and save Israel 
from the hand of Midian: have not I sent 
thee? 

15. And he said unto him, Oh, Lord, 
wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my 
family is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am 
the least in my father's house. 

16. And Jehovah said unto him, Surely 
I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite 
the Midianites as one man. 

17. And he said unto him, If now I 
have found favor in thy sight, then show 
me a sign that it is thou that talkest 
with me. 

What inner meaning does the story 
of Gideon have for us? 

That when we are undergoing 
trials, and seek divine help through 
meditation and prayer, the way out 
of our troubles is revealed to us. 
Gideon was beating out wheat (divid-
ing the true from the false) when the 
angel of Jehovah (messenger or 
thought of God) appeared unto him 
to assure him of divine help ("Je-
hovah is with thee"). 

What is signified by Gideon's con-
versation with the angel? 

Our struggle to accept the truth that 
divine power is greater than any hu-
man problem. 

• Does God always reveal tcfWlfoi\ 
cause of our troubles? 

No. When, in seeking His help, we 
cry unto God, "Why did this hap-
pen?" ("Why then is all this befallen 
us?") , God does not answer our ques-
tion from the human point of view but 
from the divine, with assurance of 
victory ("Go in this thy might, and 
save Israel"). 

Do we readily accept the assurance 
of divine aid? 

No, our human doubts and fears, 
our feelings of inadequacy or inferi-
ority, rise up to trouble us. "Where-
with shall I save Israel? behold, my 
family is the poorest . . . and I am 
the least in my father's house." 

How are our fears and doubts at 
length overcome? 

By a growing sense of power and-
spiritual dominion. "I will be with 
thee, and thou shalt smite." 

Even after we receive divine as-
surance of victory, does our mind ac-
cept it unreservedly? 

No, humanly we want some outer 
confirmation of our spiritual realiza-
tion. "If now I have found favor in 
thy sight, then show me a sign that 
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| 25. And it came to pass the same night, 
p „ that Jehovah said unto him, Take thy 

father's bullock, even the second bullock 
a, seven years old, and throw down the 
} altar of Baal that thy father hath, and 

cut down the Asherah that is by it; 
I 26. And build an altar unto Jehovah 
I thy God upon the top of this stronghold, 
I in the orderly manner, and take the sec-
I ond bullock, and offer a burnt-offering 
I with the wood of the Asherah which thou 
I shalt cut down. 
i 27. Then Gideon took ten men of his 
-j servants, and did as Jehovah had spoken 
j unto him: and it came to pass, because 
f he feared his father's household and the 
| men of the city, so that he could not do 
I it bv dav. that he did it by night. 
| What is signified by Jehovah's tell-
I ing Gideon to throw down the altar of 

Baal and build an altar unto Jehovah? 
I When we invoke the guidance of 

God, we are to follow divine instruc-
tion, and not look for guidance else-
where, or rely on luck or chance (wor-
ship Baal). ' 

i What overcoming in particular is 
| illustrated by Gideon's successful war-

fare against the Midianites? 
The enemy against whom Gideon 

waged war was Midian, which means 
"strife" or "contention." Petty quar-
rels, jealousies, uncharitable thoughts 
can be overcome only by positive de-

| nial (Gideon) made in the realization 
| that the power and love .of God will 
| overcome all strife. 
I Are we to overcome every instance 
I of quarreling, Jealousy, or bickering as 
f an individual case? 
I No, we must "smite the Midianites 
I as one man," that is, as impersonal 

evil, and consider even that as an un-
reality that never was and never shall 
be. 
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