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1. Now there was a man of th'e; Phari-
sees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews: 
___2. The same came unto him rwnjeht. 

What is the significance of the com-
ing of Nicodemus, a ruler of, the Jews, 
to Jesus by night? 

Nicodemus represents the pharisai-
-cal mind that observes the external 
forms of religion without understand-
ing their inner or spiritual meaning. 
It seeks light while yet in spiritual 
darkness. 

What is signified by Jesus' disre-
gard of the customs of His time in' 
teaching and befriending others? 

The ministry of the word of Truth 
(Jesus) is for all people irrespective 
of race, creed, or social standing. In 
the sight of God all are equally His 
children,.._. „. . . , . . ._ _ •.: 

. ' • . . * ' ' August 2 4 , 1924 
John 3 : 1 - 3 

1. Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 

2. The same came unto him by night, and said to! 
him. Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that thou doest, exceptj 
God be with him. "-

3. Jesus answered and said unto him. Verily, verily, 1 
rsay unto thee. Except one be bom anew, he cannot see the 
kingdom 'of God. ___ «v - •• .. 

What does Nicodemus represent? 
| Nicodemus was a Pharisee. His name means "in-
nocent blood." Spiritual discernment reveals that he 
represents an inherited religious bias; therefore he was 
a Pharisee, not by his own choice, but through inherited 
blood—that is, he innocently inherited his religion. 

What is the meaning of Nicodemus' going to Jesus 
by night and telling him that he k.nen> that Cod must be 
with him because of the signs which accompanied Jesus' 
ministry? 
r Nicodemus symbolizes the intellectual mind that is 
(open and receptive to Truth. Night represents mental 
(darkness, ignorance. This mquiring state of mind shows 
aTtat the light is penetrating the darkness through intel-
lectual reaspning-irifhedaw working from cause to effect. , 
S~- Why did Jesus ieWNicodemus thai he must be born 
anew before he could see the-kingdom of Cod? . 

TsFuldSiEiSndTi^;*!^ God requires 
development or the superior Faculties implanted in 

jl,man by God. Trie natural man, ruled by the intellect 
Lj^^icodernus, a ruj.er.of the Jews"), must go through 
^* process of spiritusderevelepte^^ toqjbe4rirdr-of' 
•: the natural man. 
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January 19, 1947 " " £ / « • matter's-of fatmyana^^ortymtoM 
John 3:1-11 wo we need'a mediator between ta andi 

Wivine Mind? I 
1. Now there was a man of the Phafh: No. Each of us can clirectly seek toj 

isees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the _nter into Divine Mind and think the! 
J " " ' thoughts of God after Him, forming; 

2. The- same came unto him by night o u r o w n exceptions of the truth as it I 
and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou . , ,• r , ... . ; 
art a teacher come from God; for no one H p e a l e d to us and as we are able to; 
can do these signs that thou doest, except receive it. 
God be with him. Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus 

3. Jesus answered and said unto him, by night? 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one Nicodemus sought out Jesus by. 
be bom anew, he cannot see the kingdom night because of his fear lest he lose! 

• ' , . , , . ,_ l.his position of authority among the 
4. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can:-. * _ , , ,_ c.. , •._ . 

a man be born when he is old? can he enter J ^ . The devotees of the popular idea, 
a second time into his mother's womb, and o f religion are eager to keep on tnej 
be bom? jsafe side. ' | 

5. Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I sUy i Is the popular idea of religion con- \ § 
unto thee, Except one be born of water and nected with flesh consciousness? 1 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom j t i s m o r e Q e a r i y r e l a ted to the flesh: | 
° , J, , . , . , , . „ , . „ L than to the Spirit, for it is unacquainted; 1 

6. That which is bom of flesh is flesh; ... ., L r c • •. . t _ „ .; i 
and that which is born of the Spirit is W l d l h e P ° T e r o f *?mt ^ d d o e s n 0 t f 
spirit, .^include understanding of regenera- j 
; 7. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye* hon. J 
must be born anew. % What proof is most convincing? | 
| 8. The wind bloweth where it will, and.'-; Testimony based on firsthand knowl- " | 
jthou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest e(jge or experience. "We speak that i 
hot whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: • *^ ^ ^ ^ b e a r w i t n e s s Q£ 
so is every one that is bom or the Spirit. , , . , ' , „ _ , 
F * Nicodemus answered and said u n t o j ^ which we have seen. Such » 
hinL.How.can these things be? -̂ -ivA.-.'.:.-*-̂ ''-'.'' ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ - - . ^ ^ . — _ 
F t o r Jesu^lmWete*-^ •-=- : — --•:-: 
iArt thou the teacher of Israel, and under- law, but txadiUCaTirrerigion-SOinetimeS' -—'-'•---^--w. 
ktandest not these things? rejects incontestible proof. It prefers 
j 11. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We the miraculous to the actual. 
jspeak that which we know, and bear witness When the Spirit of the Christ 
•of that which we have seen; and ye re- ,quickens a man, for what does it pre-
^ • a o t o u E w i t n e ^ : ; - ^ Spare him? 
y What is the meaning of being bom'\ To meet the problems and tests of 
of water and of the Spirit? *the present. If we cope with these sat-
• To be born of water is to awaken isfactorily we shall be prepared to meet 
Jo the necessity of denying the sense :the future as it too becomes the pres-
self and its demands and to desire to ent. .... 1 
make this denial. To be born of the i 
£g)irit is to become conscious of a.njrw j 
'.'.«»Jans*-*"***»"**" ""' -"—-' •--••-•>- .-"--.•^- •. . | 
ft*g ™i-fe*?S. o n e . at all times. § 
\ Whoever enters the world of """inner ' § 
'values and develops character that is f 
founded on principles rather than on I 

| accepted custom is born anew. 1 
How does flesh consciousness lead I 

us to regard God? f 
As a magnified person, and to miss I 

the thought of God as Spirit dwelling f 
within the hearts of men. S 

What is represented by Nicodemus? 1 
Nicodemus ("victorious, among the 
people") represents the popular idea 
of religion. 

I 



JESUS' DISCOURSE WITH NICODEMUS: NEW BIRTH (JOHN 3:1-15) 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.2 
This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, 

"Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do, unless God is with him." 

Jesus answered him, 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." 

Nicodemus said to him, 

"How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother's womb and be born?" 

Jesus answered, 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God.6 • That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.7 Do not marvel 
that I said to you, 'You must be born anew.' 

^The wind blows where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with every one 
who is born of the Spirit." 

Nicodemus said to him, 

"How can this be?" 

Jesus answered him, 

"Are you .a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand this?H Truly, 
truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what 
we have seen; but you do not receive our testimony. 12 if i have told 
you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 
you heavenly things?12 No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended 
from heaven, the Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes 
in him may have eternal life." 



JUJIDAY," FEBRUARY 23, 1919, 
3:1-15. 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico-
demus, a ruler of the Jews: 

; The same came unto him by night, and said to him. 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God; 
for no one can do these signs that thou doest, except God 
be with him. 

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except one be born anew, he cannot see the king-
dom of God. | 

Nicodemus saith unto him. How can a man be bom: 
when he is old? can he enter a second time into his mother's! 
womb and be bom ? 

Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except' 
one be bom of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into thej 
kingdom of God. 

That which is bom of the flesh is flesh; and that which 
is bom of the Spirit is spirit. 

Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be bom 
'anew. 

The wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the 
voice thereof, but thou knowest not whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is bom of the Spirit 

Nicodemus answered and said unto him. How can these 
things be? 

Jesus answered and said unto fiim. Art thou the teacher 
of Israel, and understandest not these things? 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee. We speak that which we 
know, and bear witness of that which we have seen; and 
ye receive not our witness. 

If I told you earthly things and ye believe not, how shall 
I ye believe if I tell you heavenly things ? 

And no one hath ascended into heaven, but he that de-
scended out of heaven, even the Son of man, who is in 
heaven. 

And as Moses lifted up hie serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up; ::: ^ T:~•;../: 

That whosoever believeth may in Turn have eternal life 
LESSON INTERPRETATION 

What, in individual consciousness, is represented by 
"Pharisees" ? 

In individual consciousness, "Pharisees" represent 
those thoughts that arise out of the subconscious, binding 
man to external forms of religion, without giving him 
understanding of their real meaning. 

I What, in consciousness, does "Nicodemus" repre-
sent? 

"Nicodemus" represents the Pharisaical side of 
man's mentality, which in its faithfulness in die ob-
servance of religious form, becomes aware of the pres-
ence of Divine Power. 

What is the meaning of Nicodemus' coming to Jesus 
"by night"? 

Nicodemus coming to Jesus (spiritual I Am) "by 
night" (spiritual darkness) shows that intellectual learn-
ing counts for naught in the regeneration. Man must 
be born of the Spirit in order to be redeemed. 

What tabes place in consciousness tvhen "Nico-
demus" meets with "Jesus"? 

When the mentality (Nicodemus) becomes recep-
tive to the Truth, the spiritual / Am (Jesus) reveals the 

importance of man's coming into understanding of the 
"heavenly things." 

How does the, individual establish the "heavenly 
things" (Truth) in mind, body and affairs? 

Man establishes the "heavenly things" (Truth) in 
mind, body and affairs through denial of mortal be-
liefs and affirmation of spiritual realities. 

What is it to be "bom of water" and "bom of the 
Spbit"? 

To be "horn of water" is to be cleansed of moral 
impurity, sin and materiality, through denial. Being 
"born of the Spirit" is coming into the consciousness of 
the Divine Law of Being, fining the whole man up into 
a new life ofhannony and order by affirmative prayer. 



| . 1. Now there was a man of the M 
Sisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler gdS 
53ews: 
|v 2. The same came unto him by iSgji 
land said to him, Rabbi, we know thi" 
sthou art a teacher come from God;Sfol| 
|no one can do these signs that Ihiajj" 
fdoest, except God be with him. 
h 3. Jesus answered and said unto;hffh| 
rVerily, verily, I say unto thee 
feme be born anew, he cannot see 
(kingdom of God. 
r 4. Nicodemus-' saith unto him, 
;can a man be born when he is oldlK 
(he enter a second time into his mot 
(womb, and be born? 
I 5. Jesus answered, Verily, verily," I 
isay unto thee, Except one be born* of 

, WTiii did Jesus -rH y-oo&enws that*' What %."ihi * 
e%®mt be born anew before he c ntld-s -n >,' l-f ~r, i divine lift ?-.-"?*£ 
* ' t M k i n g d o m of'God? " .'-' . There is b u t one" life. ' Y h a t i r 

'o understand, o r see , the kingdomAppears to man acbdrdial^fb-
~ id requires the development of character or name that rie;;-gfyes 
superior faculties implanted inlAdam named the beasts of the fie. 
by God. The spiritual man, ruled;(sense life), and they became whig 

in te l lect ("Nicodemus, a ruler ever he called them. We have sett] 
J e w s " ) , must go through a l i f e because we have loved seh&afci 
of spiritual development s imi -apar t from its source, God. B; 

| h e birth of the natural man. acknowledging the life of Gdi 
hat did Jesus comp re the through Christ, the Son of Gody.vwS 
I birth? -shall be lifted up on high, and dm 
compared the spiritual bir th sense life will be t ransmuted intj 

wind. We behold the effects eternal life. - , . ,-JSJ 

§g&x--. 

wind and we know that it 
I but the natural eye does not 

-water and Spirit, he' cannot enter in to 'sed ' i t Science has discovered tha t 
;the kingdom of God. within the wind is the air, and within 
I 6. That which is born of the flesh Is the a i r is the ether. Metaphysicians 
..flesh; and that which is born of -l.i^jggggjji scovered th a t within the e ther . 
.Spir i t is spirit. • , 3 " W < L J a • -x 

7. Marvel not that I said unto thee,.-3? "SB® o r b P m t -
(Ye must be born anew. .f GS» the intellect understand spir-
[ 8. -The wind bloweth where it wilX Aius£ffj\ings? 
land thou hearest the voice t h e r e o f , ' * « * ^ ^ ^ Nicodemus said, "How can 
iknowest not whence it cometh, ^vlgi|iS|j l iT1a-Q be?" 
Whither it goeth: so is every one • t h a h l i l l l l r ^ * . . , 
' is born of the Spirit. •• (; ̂ I p * ^ spiritual discernment re-
: 9. Nicodemus answered and said: u^^^^M^certain principles of Truth, . 
:him, How can these things be? WUhat- should be our attitude toward 
f 10. Jesus answered and said unto himghe ever questioning intellect? 
I'Art thou the teacher of Israel, and; m, . T , , T . , 
iunderstandest not these things? T h e a n s w e r o f J e s u s t o Nicodemus 
'}• 11. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We:Should; be emphasized: "Verily, 
(speak that which we know, and bear yefihy^T say unto thee, We speak tha t 
Witness of that which we have seen;,and ^M&t-'we know, and bear witness of 
ye receive not our witness. " , \ r , 

S S l ^ - r i f I told you earthly t h i n g i t f j | 
rye^believe not, how s h a i r " y e ' b e u « K | . ^ y e n o t bur witness." ; - m 5=y S 
M;ell you heavenly things? iWiriil - tr-i. x • - I t - • - ' . ., J - . ; -
t 13. And no one hath a s c e n d i § l | f WMtis themmmng of the ISth. 
heaven, but he that descended ' b a p f l •&e>J'se> And no one hath ascended 

: heaven, even the Son of man, who isfm into heaven, but he that descended 
heaven. .- ".''Wap out of heaven, even the Son of man, 

; 14. And as Moses lifted up the j * ^ wn,Q.isin heaven"? 
pent in the wilderness, even so must ' - W J „„~QX.„,I ™n„ ; - -cn„ CT«,-^-^,«i (the Son of man be lifted up; , . T

G o d created man in His spiritual 
b: 15. That whosoever believeth may in hkeness and after His image, hence 
(him have eternal life. man is eternally spiritual; t h a t is, 
•ft 16. For God so loved the world, that heavenly. However, man in the de-
she gave his only begotten Son that who- velopment of his soul descends to •Tpever believeth on him should not per-; e f l r t h l v «,n<vioii<?TiP<is hut i«s =tin P«_ but have eternal life. - a r r r U ^ consciousness, but is still es-

sential ly m heaven. 
b What does Nicodemus represent? ; . 0we the meaning of the lUth 
%\. The name Nicodemus means "in-verse: "And as Moses lifted up the 
•:nocent blood." The man Nicodemus serpent in the wilderness, even so 
( represents an inherited religious -must the Son ofman_bj_Jijfted up." 
I bias; he was a Pharisee, not through The serpent represents sense con--
p i i s own choice, but by reason of hissciousness. When man, through 
^inheritance of the Jewish faith. Christ, lifts up sense consciousness 
£ What is the meaning of Nicode^dnd t ransmutes it into spiritual con-
fmus' going to Jesus by night and iel&sciousness, man comes into divine 
' ing Him that he knew that God wttailife. 
'•be with Him because of the signs tfii} 
accompanied Jesus' ministry? 

Nicodemus symbolizes the intells 
;in darkness, but seeking the l ight ' 
(Truth. Night represents m e n | 
jidarkness, ignorance. The Nicodemt 
(mind is attracted by "signs." 
(one can do these signs tha t 
idoest, except God be with him." 



-̂/- Sunday, Jatiuajx 10, 1943 ? 

1. Now there was a man of the Phari-
sees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews: 

r 2. The same came unto him by night, 
_.d said to him,. Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that thou doest, except 
"God be with him. 

3. Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one 
be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. 

4. Nicodemus saith unto him, How. 
can a man be born when he is old? can. 
•he enter a second time into his mother's 
womb, and be bom ? \ 

5. Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except one be bom of water and' 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. 
_ 6. That which is born of the flesh is; 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit' 
is spirit. 

7. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye" 
must be born anew. 
-; 8. The wind bloweth where it will, and 
thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest 
not whence it cometh, and whither it go-' 

i eth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit. 

9. Nicodemus answered and said unto 
; him, How can these things be ? 

10. Jesus answered and said unto him, 
' A l t thou the teacher of Israel, and under-; 
v tandest not these things? _. 
•"•"^^iir-Venlyr^eBlyfdUsajf: urita.mee^.5fe 

speak that which ye know, and bear wit-
fness of that which we have seen; and ye 
receive not our witness. 

12. If I told you earthly things and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell 
you heavenly things? 

13. And no one hath ascended into 
heaven, but he that descended out of heav-
en, even the Son of man, who is in heaven.. 

14. And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 

| man be lifted up; 
13. That whosoever believeth may in 

him have eternal life. 
16. For God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth on him should not perish, 

fc|utjji^.eternal life. . 
What is the new forth mentioned in 

this lesson? ',,... 

f 

It is a quickening df the mfad and 
soul into consciousness of the Christ; or 
indwelling Spirit of perfection. 

Nicodemus (victory of the; people) 
could not understand the teaching of 
fesus concerning the need of regenera-
tion or spiritual birth. Why was this? 

Nicodemus was bound by traditional 
concepts, and since these did not in-
clude the idea of spiritual rebirth he 
could not apprehend the idea at first. 
New ideas, especially ideas of a spir-
itual nature, penetrate the mind of the 
race slowly. 

What is meant by being "born of , 
water and the Spirit"? 

To be born of water is to be cleansed 
mentally by denial of the hold of evil '• 
upon the mind and heart. To be born 
of the Spirit is to be quickened by the 
desire to express fa the life all that 
one is able to conceive of the good, 
the beautiful, and the true. 

What is one of the "heavenly 
things" that we need to believe in or-
der to achieve our destiny as children 
of .God? 

> . . . 
That we have within us intrinsical-

ly the divine nature and therefore can 
respond to the divine impetus and 
bring what is divine into manifesta-
tion. "No one hath ascended into heav-

"en.but he that:descMdg&gar~oJ^eaygf;: 
en, even the Son of man, who is in 
heaven." 

Now can the "Son of man be lifted 
up"? 

By developing Christlike qualities 
of character the Christ or "Son of 
man" is lifted up in us until He be-
comes the dominant spirit of our life. 

Is the lifting up of the Christ solely 
for the benefit of the individual? 

No, it benefits the individual and at 
the same time all who come within the 
sphere of the individual's influence.. 
"Whosoever believeth may in him 
have eternal life." 

"For God so loved the world." 
What is implied in these words? 

That the race man sunk in sense 
consciousness is nevertheless divine in 
nature, and responds to the attracting 
power of the Christ when it is direct-
ly exerted. 

How do we lay hold of eternal life? 
Through faith. "Whosoever believ-

eth on him should . . . have eternal 
life." 



W. Is conservatism in religion always' 
J a n u a r y 2 7 , 1 9 5 2 * inadvisable? \ 
J o h n 3 : 1 - 1 0 No, because when rightly based it is; 

1. Now there was""a" man of the Phari- a desirable quality of mind. It pre-; 
sees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the serves the church as an institution, and! 
J e w s : _ , , ' prevents the believer from becoming! 

2. The same came unto him by night, erratic • 
and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou w..' . . . . . . i 
art a teacher come from God; for no one What conviction did Nicodemus' 
can do these signs that thou doest, except hold that is common to US all? 
God be with him. He expressed it in the words: v W e 

3. Jesus answered and said unto him, ^ow triat triou rJesus Christ! art a Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one . . c r- i c -t ' . , ; u i. L !• J teacher come from God; for no orie be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom , . , , ' , , -
0f r30J • can do these signs that thou doest, ex-

4. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can cept God be with him." We know 
a man be born when he is old ? can he enter this also, but no one else has been able 
a second time into his mother's womb, and t o JQ a]j tf,e ^ ^ t j j a t j e s u s Jid. We 
be bom? . ^&ve ^ s p r 0 p h e c y that we shall do 

5. Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say r tr i 
unto thee, Except one be born of water H l s w o r k s ^ a n d greater, but so far no 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the one has completely fulfilled it. 
kingdom of God. How did Nicodemus judge jesus? 

6. That which is born of the flesh is By His works, a standard of iudg-
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit m e n t ^ J e s u s c o m m e n d e d . "Though 
is SDint » o 

7. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye ye-believe .not me, believe the works." 
must be born anew. Unless our works are in harmony with 

8. The wind bloweth where it will, and our convictions and our professed 
thou hearest the voice thereof, but know- c r e e d , we are hypocrites, disobedient 
est not whence it cometh and.whither-it, ^ j Q£ g . . 
eoeth: so is every one that is born of the:r r . 
Soir'tt what do we require in order to do 

9. Nicodemus answered and said' unto the works of God? 
him, How can these things be? k W e require the Spirit of God, and 

10. Jesus answered^ andk o n ty wjjen w e a r e a w a r e 0 f this Spirit 

vfcr-aindesr n^?tyfejabfflg^ j j ^ j ^ ^ i j ^ t r u t h o f t h e ira^r 

JF"i>̂ f ty ;'/ fo be born of the Spirit? 
It is to enter the world of inner 

values and thereafter to view life from 
the point of spiritual principle rather 
than from that of custom or tradition. 
As spiritual beings we perceive God as 
the Spirit of truth that animates and 
inspires us to demonstrate what is 
good, right, and true. 

On what do those in flesh conscious-
ness base their faith? 

On the popular or race idea of re-
ligion, which envisions God as a mag-
nified person instead of as a Spirit in-
dwelling in the hearts of men. 

What does Nicodemus represent? 
The name Nicodemus means "vic-

torious among the people." Nico-
demus was a Pharisee, a ruler of the 
Jews (religious thoughts). He repre-
sents the popular idea of religion 
dominant in the consciousness, which 

pen to conviction of Truth if it can 
be entertained without disturbing be-
liefs already established. 

mte. 



October 19, 1941 
John 3:5-8 

5. Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except one be born of water and of the Spirit 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God# 

6, That which is born of the flesh is flesh} 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit, 

7, Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born anew. 

8. The wind bloweth where it will, and thou 
nearest the voice thereof, but knowest thou 
not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so 
is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

INTERPRETATION 

WHAT IS MEANT BY THE EXPRESSION TO BE "BORN OF 
WATER"? 

Water represents denial. To be born of water is 
to experience the awakening that comes to a 
person who denies to the personal self all 
dominion over him and gains poise and self-control. 

WHAT IS IT TO BE "BORN OP THE SPIRIT"? 

To be born" of the" Spirit is to experience the 
realization of man's inherent Godllkeness. 
Thereafter he responds unfailingly to impulses 
that relate him on the constructive side to the | 
larger life of all rather than to the limited f 
sphere of his personal life. | 

WHAT IS THE "KINGDOM OF GOD" THAT HAN ENTERS INTO | 
BY MEANS OP THESE BIRTHS? | 

It is the inner realm of the universal life. Man | 
enters into this realm through an awakened con- 1 
sciousness of it as a reality, and he continues | 
in it by appreciating and expressing the spirit f 
of good will, love, and the other enlightened 
qualities_ that reveal it. _,_ 1 
fwHY IS "EVERY ONE THAT IS BORN OP THE SPIRIT" 
LIKE THE WIND? 
•» 
As far as man is concerned the wind rises and 
fcontinues to blow without his intervention or | 
• direction. The Holy Spirit likewise is a power | 
that guides and directs him as he accepts its | 
inspiration. •_ | 



SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 1926. 
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P 5. Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Ex--
t one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 

ijuio the kingdom of God. 
6. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 

[which is born of the Spirit is spirit 
7. Marvel not that I said unto thee. Ye must be bern 

anew. 
rt 8. The wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest 
»:the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and 
swhither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit 
| 9. Nicodemus answered and said unto him. How 
«can these things be? 
. 10. Jesus answered and said unto him. Art thou the' 
'̂teacher of Israel, and understandest not these things? 

11. Verily, verily, I say unto thee. We speak that 
ffwhich we know, and bear witness of that which we have 
Sseen; and ye receive not our witness. 
j> 12. If I told you earthly things and ye believe not, 
flaow shall ye believe if I tell you heavenly things? 

13. And no one hath ascended into heaven, but he 
'that descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, who is 
in heaven. 

14. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; 

15. That whosoever believeth may in him have eternal' 
life. 

16. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only] 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not'-
perish, but have eternal life. '. 

1 7. For God sent not the Son into the world to judge s 
hat the ^ saved through him. I 

~<eB*uwE=S- , ,,.">'• lat does Nicodemus represent ? „.. 
—--^Nicodemus-wara Pharisee. "His name-means-'in-T 
nocent blood." Spiritual discernment reveals that he 
represents an inherited religious bias; therefore he was a |. 
Pharisee, not by his own choice, but through inherited, 
blood—that is, he had innocently inherited his religion. * 

What is the meaning of Nicodemus' going to Jesus j 
jby night and telling him that he knew thai Cod must 1 
he with him because of the signs which accompanied, 
fJesus' ministry ? . 

Nicodemus symbolizes the intellectual mind that is t 
jen and receptive to Truth. Night represents mental *' 
arkness, ignorance. The inquiring state of mind shows ; 

•at the light is penetrating the darkness through in- ( 
flectual reasoning—the law working from cause to 
feet. f 

Why did Jesus tell Nicodemus that he must be born \ 
- • • • - . . 1 

&-.• 3 

of water and the Spirit before he could .see the kmgdefm 
of Cod? 1 

To understand or see the kingdom of God requires 
the development of the superior faculties implanted in, 
man by God. The natural man, ruled by the intellect 
("Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews"), must go mrough a 
process of spiritual development corresponding to the 
birth of die natural man. 

To what did Jesus compare the spiritual birth? 
Jesus compared the spiritual birth to the wind, We: 

behotd'dieeiffect of the wind and we know that wind' 
exists, but the natural eye does not see the wind. Science 
has discovered that the wind is air in motion and that 
back of the air is the ether. Metaphysicians have dis-
covered that within the ether is mind or Spirit. 

Can the intellect understand spiritual things? 
No. Nicodemus, who represents the intellect, said: 

"How can these things be?" 
When spiritual discernment reveals truths, what 

should be our attitude toward the ever questioning m-
lellecl? 

The answer of Jesus to Nicodemus should be em-
phasized: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, W e speak 
that which we know, and bear witness of that which we 
have seen; and ye receive not our witness." 

What is the meaning of verse 13: "And no one 
hath ascended into heaven, but he that descended out '• 
of heaven, even the Son of man, who is in heaven" ? ~t 

This verse involves both the innate and the expressed j 
capacity of man:_Man descended out of heaven. He 
w ^ b e w i h e i m a ^ 
in reality he is in heaven now. 

Give the meaning of verse 14: "And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up." 

The serpent represents sense consciousness. When 
sense consciousness is understood and when man, through 
Christ, lifts it up to spiritual consciousness, he comes into 
divine life. 

What is the difference between sense life and divine 
life? 

There is but one life. That life appears to man ac-
cording to the character or name that he gives i t Adam 
named the beasts of the field (sense life) and they be-' 
came whatever he called them. W e have sense life be-
cause we have loved sensation. By acknowledging the 
life of God through Christ, the Son of God, we shall 
be lifted up and our consciousness of sense life will be-
transmuted into eternal life. 

a 



August 24, 1924 
John 3:8-17 

"*•' 8. The wind blpweth where it will, and thoS^fiearest 
[the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and 
'whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 
i 9. Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can 
[these things be? 
i 10. Jesus answered and said unto him. Art thou the ; 
iteacher of Israel, and understandest not these things? 
•' 11. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that 
which we know, and bear witness of that.which we have 
seen; and ye receive not our witness. 

12. If I told you earthly things and ye believe not, 
how shall ye believe if I tell you heavenly things? 

13.' And no one hath ascended into heaven, but he that 
descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, who is in 
heaven. 

14. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; 

15. That whosoever believeth may in him have eternal 
life. 

16. For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
jonly begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
;not perish, but have eternal life. 

1 7. For God sent not the Son into the world to judge 
4he world; but that the world should be saved through him. 
5&Vy:'. ••- *-y^ *"*'*' ; ' ' • • —-— -— 

To what did Jesus' compare ^fMecSpvriurcd bbrth^ 
Jesus compared the spiritual birthrro the wind. wTe., 

^behold the effect of the wind and we know that it exists,: 
hut the natural eye does not see the wind, Science has. 
discovered that whhin the wind is the air, and within 
the air is the ether. Metaphysicians have discovered 

-.. that within the ether is mind or Spirit. 
Can the intellect understand spiritual things ? \ 
No. Nicodemus said: "How can these_things be?" 

111.- When.spiritual dUcemment rexeak^ertamviruthsp -
what should be our attitude toward the ever-questioning 
intellect ? 

The answer of Jesus to Nicodemus should be em-
phasized: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak 
that which we know, and'bear witness of that which we 
have seen; and ye receive not our witness." 

What is the meaning of verse 13: "And no one hath\ 
ascended inio heaven, but he that descended out of 

'heaven, even the Son of man, who is in heaven"? 
This verse involves both the innate and expressed 

capacity of man. Man descended out of heaven. He 
was born the image and likeness of God in heaven, and 
in reality he is in heaven now. 

Cive the meaning of verse 14: "And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 

I Son of man be lifted up." 
The serpent represents sense consciousness, and 

j when sense consciousness is understood and when man 
through Christ lifts it up to spiritual consciousness, man 
comes into divine life. 

What is the difference between sense life and divine, 
life? ' j 

There is but one life. That life appears to man! 
> according to the character or name that he gives it.l 

Adam named the beasts of the field (sense life) and 
they became whatever he called them. We have sensej 
life because we have loved sensation apart from its 
source, God. By acknowledging the life of God through 
Christ, the Son of God, we shall be lifted up on high, 

'and*sense life will be transmuted into eternal life. I 
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April 14, 1935 
John 3:14-17 

(See January 16, 1926 for scripture) 

INTERPRETATION 

WHAT DOES THE TERM "SON OP MAN" REPRESENT? 

This term represents God's idea of man in 
expression. 

WHAT CONNECTION HAS THE SON OP MAN WITH TEE 
SON OP GOD? 

Christ, the "only begotten Son of God," is the 
one and only complete, Ideal man in the mind of 
the everywhere present God, The Son of man 
is the thought of this spiritual man or idea 
of God. 

EXPLAIN WHY THE SON OP MAN MUST BE LIFTED HP. 

The Son of man or thought of the spiritual man 
is, like all thoughts, subject to the limitation 
of its own source. The Son-of-man conscious-
ness must therefore be lifted up and unified 
with the higher consciousness of the Son of God, 
in order-to know eternals!ife, ._.rr___ vi- . 

IS ASPIRATION TOWARDS THE DIVINE PROOF THAT 
MAN'S TRUE NATURE IS DIVINE? 

The fact that man aspires to the divine shows 
that he has within him the elements of 
divinity. 

HOW CAN WE MAKE THE OUTER AS THE INNER? 

By following 4he* Jesus' example of recognizing 
and acknowledging the Christ in our every 
thought, word, and deed, we unify ourselves with 
God, and make the outer one with the inner. 



December 2 2 , 1946 
John 3 :16 

/ 16". For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
"soever believeth on him should not perish, 
fjith^have.eternal life. 

What is the perfect expression of 
love? 

Unselfish giving. "God is love," and 
"God so loved the world, that he gave" 
—not something of slight value but 
something that was most precious to 
the heart of God—"his only begotten 
Son." 

Do these words suggest to us any-
i thing of the true worth of the world 
•• that is to have eternal life through 
'' such a gift? 

Yes, it proves how dear to the heart 
of the Infinite is the perfect expression 

xjf the divine qualities of love, wisdom, 

Pfaith, and all the other?%chJtties of 
Divine Mind that can be brought forth 
in the world by those who accept the 
gift of divine love and bring it to life 
in themselves. 

Why is divine love necessary to the 
life of the world? 

To give it meaning and make it 
'comprehensible to us. W e also require 
fjhe gift of the Christjn our mindjind 

heart to perfect our expression of the 
inner life. 

What proof have we that we have 
"within us the element of divinity? 

The fact that we aspire to know and 
express the divine. 

January 19, 1947 
John 3:16. 17 

c,; 16. ^rGc^soIovedtheworiif, thathe 
jgaye his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
^believeth on him should not perish but 
ihave eternal life. ^ ' 
f- 17. For God sent not the Son into the 
gworld to judge the world; but that the 

Wffrhat is strong enough> and' ehdur--
png enough to fit one to overcome 
p a trend toward atheism? 
I The love of the Christ, when it is 
^developed and expressed by all those 
| who accept it as their indwelling Spirit 
f and who work to make it manifest in 
felife. 

December 2 1 , 1924 
John 3 : 1 6 - 2 1 _ „ , . ,..~r- .̂.-,,, 

$** 16, ' For God so loved the world, that he gave fas ofay 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 
perah, but have eternal life. 

17. For God sent not the Son into the world to judge 
the world; but that the world should be saved through him. 

18. He that believeth on him is not judged: he that 
believeth not hath been judged already, because he hath 
not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

'19. *Vd this is the judgment, that the light U come 
into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than 
the light; for their works were evil. 

20. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, and 
cometh not to the light, lest his works should ba reproved. 

21. But he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, 
that his works; may be made manifest, that they have been 

;*H»unht in God. -VJl.-i,. ^_rc^^i/-iii.'-ylil_.^-.". - 1 ' . - - . 
I What is the meaning of: For Cod so loved the 
- World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-

soever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
eternal life" ? 

The love of infinite Mind for its offspring impelled 
i t to incarnate its ideal man, Christ, in Jesus of Naza-
reth. This concrete example of the superman quickened 
faith and through Jesus Christ raised the whole race 
life until it touched divine life. 

f How does the light and life of the incarnate word 
\save men from judgment? 

Under the natural law every thought and every 
act is followed by results, good or ill. If a man has 

.done evil, under the natural law he must reap the re-
'"sults of evil. Under the power of the superman the law 
I of cause and effect is annulled by what is called "grace." 
ijGracssris: &e>^ereatwe yipwer^inn^tecrafethe^supermsui. 
f"~ WTiat is tfie"ifioiTcutTfifdifieTimg3onrof Cod ?~ 
\<;. Faith in , the light of Truth, as given by Christ 
; rhrough Jesus, is not only the short cut but, in the 
present race consciousness, the only salvation for the 

>>human family. No man in his own might is strong 
enough to overcome the evil or error thoughts of the race 
atmosphere in which we live; he must have the direct 
help of the Higher Power. The plan that will save the 
whole human family from the judgment that comes as 
the result of error thought has been worked out and 
freely offered to every one. That plan is that we accept 

[theliving Word, Christ within, and follow its guidance, 
rand that we study the teachings and experiences of 

Jesus Christ. Jesus came not to judge the world, but 
to save the world from judgment 


