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J u l y 6 , 1 9 4 7 
J o b 1 : 1 

1. There was a man in the land of Uz, 
whose name was Job; and that man was 
perfect and upright, and one that feared 
God, and turned away from evil. 

With what implied teaching does 
the Book of fob open? 

That the righteous suffer equally 
with the guilty. Job "was perfect and 
upright, and one that feared God, and 
turned away from evil." 

J u l y 2 0 , 1 9 4 7 
Job 1:8 

8. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Hast 
triou considered my servant Job? for there 
is none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and upright man one that feareth God, 
and turneth away from evil. 

Is it proper to accept our present 
condition as the best that can be? 

No. We should accept it for what 
it is, but not without an effort to im-
prove it. To accept the good in so far 
as we perceive it and work toward 
continual improvement is to build up 
a reserve with which to meet what 
comes as well as to bring our own 
to us. 

November 7, 
Job 2:1-6 

1943 
uoes a person improve his lot by 

losing faith in God when he has un-
dergone what seems to him unjust and 

1. Again it came to pass on the day when undeserved suffering of mind or body? 
the sons of God came to present themselves No, he makes it worse, for by losing 
before Jehovah that Satan came also among f a k h h e c u t s h i m s e l f o f f f r Q m h[$ c h f e f 
them to present himselr before Jehovah. , . _ . , , , , , . 

2. And Jehovah said unto Satan, From m e a n s o f overcoming. Faith holds him 
whence comest thou ? And Satan answered steadfast through negative experiences 
Jehovah, and said, From going to and fro so that he is able to remain fully him-
in the earth, and from walking up and s e lf (retain his integrity). 
down in it. . . . . , 

3. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Hast H°w' are wef° interpret in the text 
thou considered my servant Job? for there of this lesson the compact between fe-
te none like him in the earth, a perfect hovah and Satan and the statement 
and an upright man, one that feareth God, "Thou [Satan] movedst me [Jehovah] 
and rarneth away from evil: and he still against him rr0z/j t0 dest A-
holdeth fast his integrity, although thou °. . ,\' J ' ' 

j ,. • * u™ \.„ ,w..,„„ u;m without cause ? 
movedst me against him, to destroy him 
without cause. This compact symbolizes the inter-

4. And Satan answered Jehovah, and play of good and evil in the life of 
said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath a U w h o a r £ ; n p e r s o n a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 
will he give for his life. 

5. But put forth thy 

hand now, and 
touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
r iounce thee to thy face. 

6. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Be-
hold, he is in thy hand; only spare his 
life. 

No one who lives in personal con-
sciousness, without turning his faith 
toward Truth and holding himself 
poised in it, can understand why he 
should suffer or be overtaken by mis-

,, . , , fortune when he is doing his best to 
Is suffering a universal experience? U v e a n u p r i g M w h o l e s o m e > awarding 
Yes, as far as sentient life on earth ^-£e 

is concerned. "The whole creation 
As through faith he enters a 

, ., , • • higher realm of perception his under-
groaneth and travaiieth in pain t o - s t a n d i n g i s q u i c k ened. As he learns 
gether until now. self-forgetfulness and loses himself 

Does suffering embrace a wide realm-m s o l i c i t u d e for o t h e r s he knows the 
or is it confined within certain limits? io_ c overcoming 

It embraces a wide realm, including 
every degree of feeling from physical 
pain to agonizing pain of mind and 
soul. Wherever feeling and perception 
are present suffering is possible. 

Is sin the cause of suffering? 
Yes, since sin is a violation of the 

law of life in both the physical and 
mental or spiritual realms. 

How then can relief from suffering 
be found? 

Through seeking knowledge of the 
divine law and becoming obedient 
to it. 

What is the value to be found in 
suffering, either mental or physical? 

Suffering is a warning to us that we 
have work to do to remove the cause 
that affects our well-being adversely 
and that we had better do it without 
further delay. This applies to both 
physical and mental suffering. W e 
should examine ourselves with a view 
to finding wherein we fall short of the 
victorious consciousness of spiritual 
stability. 



J u l y 7 , 1 9 4 0 
J o b 2 : 1 - 1 3 

!,, I. Again it came to pass on the day when 
•die sons of God came to present themselves 
before Jehovah, that Satan came also among 
them to present himself before Jehovah. • 

2. And Jehovah said unto Satan, From 
#hence comest thou? And Satan answ<«*d 

^ Jehovah, and said, From going to and fro in 
the earth, and from walking up and down in 
i t 
:. 3. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Hast 
'thou considered my servant Job? for there is 
none like him in the earth, a perfect and an 
Upright man, one that feareth God, and 
hirneth away from evil: and he still holdeth 
[fast his integrity, although thou movedst me 
'against him, to destroy him without cause. 
: 4. And Satan answered Jehovah, and said, 
Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he 
•give for his lire. 
;- 5. But put forth thy hand now, and touch 
his bone and his flesh, and he will renounce 
thee to thy face. 
t 6. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Behold, 
he is in thy hand; only spare his life. 
i-, 7. So Satan went forth from the presence 
hf Jehovah, and smote Job with sore boils 

; from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 
i 8. And he took him a potsherd to scrape 
himself therewith; and he sat among the 
rashes. 
v 9. Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou 
still hold fast thine integrity? renounce God, 
•and die. 
.; 10. But he said unto her, Thou speakest 

' as one of the foolish women speaketh. What ? 
-—v\ hall we receive good at the hand of God, 

and shall we not receive evil? In all this did 
inot Job sin with his lips. 
! 11. Now when Job's three friends heard 
of all this evil that was come upon him, they 
cane every one from his own place: Eliphaz 
the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and 
Zophar the Naamathite; and they made an 
appointment together to come to bemoan him 
and to comfort him. 
C 12. And when they lifted up their eyes 
afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up 
their voice, and wept; and they rent every 
one his robe, and sprinkled dust upon their 
meads toward heaven. 

13. So they sat down with him upon the 
ground seven days and seven nights, and 
none spake a word unto him: for they saw 
Ithat his grief was very great. 

lesson Interpi&adipa - : 7 
In a metaphysical sense'what does'' 

job signify? •„• i 
Job means "adverse desires.' Meta-

physically the name Job represents man's 
transition from formal or self-righteous-
ness to a true inner change of heart that 
awakens him to his Christ self. 

What state of mind is represented by 
Satan in this lesson? 

Satan, "accuser," "adversary," repre-
sents the various negative states of mind 
that bring inharmonious conditions into 
man's life. 

What is job's first reaction to his 
afflictions? 

He "sat among the ashes" of contri-
tion and self-depreciation. 

Who is responsible for evil? God or 
man? 

God has given man the power to think 
as he will. If his thoughts are out of 
harmony with the divine law, the result 
is "evil." "Hear, O earth: behold, I will 
bring evil upon this people, even the 
fruit of their thoughts." 

Why did not job sin with his lips 
when he said, "Shall we receive good. 
at the hand of God, and shall we not 
receive evil?" 

Job recognized the one power as well 
as man's duty to remain faithful under 
both adverse and favorable circum-
stances. 

What do job's three friends repre-
sent? 

They represent self-accusation and at-
tempted self-justification of the outer or 
personal consciousness. They could show 
Job to be wrong but could not reveal to 
him the right way. 

What three views of suffering are 
• presented by the Book of job? 

Job's view that the just suffer as well 
as the wicked, the three friends' view 
that only the wicked suffer, and Elihu's 
view that evil is preventive, not penal. 

Does self-accusation serve any useful 
purpose? 

Far from being useful to man, it in-
creases his responsiveness to negation 
and makes him less able to readjust him-
self. Instead of comforting Job his 
friends made it harder for rum to bear 
his sufferings. 

J u l y 2 0 , 1947 
, ^ _ ^ J o b ^ . : 7 - l T J ^ . .. 
j 7. So Satan went forth flam the pres-
ence of Jehovah, and smote Job with sore 
boils from the sole of fas foot unto his 
crown. 

8. And he took him a potsherd to 
•scrape himself therewith; and he sat among 
.the ashes. 

9. Then said his wife unto him, Dost 
thou still hold fast thine integrity? re-
pounce God, and die. 

10. But he said unto her, Thou speakest 
as one of the foolish women speaketh. 
What? shall we receive good at the hand of 
God, and shall we not receive evil? In 
all this did not Job sin with his lips. 
' is it proper to accept our present 
condition as the best that can be? 

No. We should accept it for what 
it is, but not without an effort to im-
prove it. To accept the good in so far 
as we perceive it and work toward 
continual improvement is to build up 
a reserve with which to meet what 
comes as well as to bring our own 
to us. 

What brings to light the abundance 
and power of our inner resources? 

Testings, of which suffering is a 
common form. We find that the 
greater the severity of the test the 
greater is our resourcefulness in meet-
ing it. 

What does the supreme test accom-
plish in us? 

It enables us, when we meet it, to 
join forces with the life and power 
of the universe and through these to 
accomplish what by our unaided per-
sonal strength we should be power-
less to do. 


