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4. Moreover thou shalt say unto them, 
if" Thus saith Jehovah: Shall men fall, and 
f not rise up again? shall one turn away, 

and not return ? 
a 5. Why then is this people of Jerusa-

lem slidden back by a perpetual backslid-
,1 ing? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to 
> return. 
j 6. I hearkened and heard, but they 
I spake not aright: no man repenteth him of 
| his wickedness, saying, What have I done? 

every one turneth to his course, as a horse 
§ that rusheth headlong in the battle. 

Is it normal for the average person 
to change his mind ("repent") when 
he has fallen into error and to make 
an effort to revert to his former faith? 

Yes, just as it is normal for a person 
| to make an effort to regain his balance 

to avoid falling. To right himself is 
| the instinctive reaction of the mature 
I person whether the need is physical, 
| mental, or spiritual. 
| How is deceit linked to backsliding? 
% The person who once having ac-

cepted Truth fails to live up to its prin-
ciples is deceiving himself when he 
thinks he can retain his wrong habits 
and still escape the consequences of 
those habits by pretending to think 
and act aright. He may deceive others, 
but he deceives himself more, for the 

I divine law is not cheated, and he will 
pay the penalty of the deception him-

I . self. 
3 Is divine love always available to re-
& store the one who has fallen into error 
I but who wishes to return to his faith 
t in God? 
f Yes, always. "I hearkened and 
"? heard, but they spake not aright." Je-
| hovah is described as listening and 
| watching for the return of the penitent 
| soul as a father watches for an erring 
I child. 
1 Why are the erring Children of 
I Israel likened to "a horse that rusheth 
fi headlong in the battle"? 
| Because they have turned from the 
I right course and become confirmed in 
| error. They refuse to submit to the 
» control of reason and rush headlong 
* into error, like a horse maddened by 

fright. The person whose thinking is 
v - undisciplined and uncontrolled in-
| dulges in ill-considered acts. 
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