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Jer. 52:1-11 

1. Zedekiah was one and twenty years old 
when he began to reign; and he reigned 

-N, eleven years in Jerusalem: and his 
mother's name wa3 Ramutal the daughter 
of Jeremiah of Libnah. 

2, And he did that which was evil in the 
.; sight of Jehovah, according to all that 
i Jehoiakim had done. 
}• 

| 
*, 3. For through the anger of Jehovah did 
i it come to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, 
I until he had cast them out from his 
| presence. 
I And Zedekiah rebelled against the king 
I of Babylon. 
I 4. And it came to pas3 in the ninth 
| year of his reign, in the tenth month, 
I in the tenth day of the month, that 
I Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came, he 
I and all his army, against Jerusalem, 
I and encamped against it; and they built 
I forts against it round about. 

•: 5. So the city was beseiged unto the 
elenenth year of king Zedekiah, 

6. In the fourth month, in the ninth 
"V day of the month, the famine was sore 
| in the city, so that there wa3 no 
I bread for the people of the land. 
I 7. Then a breach was made in the city, 
| and all the.men of war fled, and went 
I forth out of the city by night by the 
| wayjof the gate between the two walls, 
I which was by the king's garden(now the 
I Chaldeans were against the city round 
| about); and they went toward the Arabah. 
I 8, But the army of the Chaldeans pursued 
I after the king, and overtook Zedekiah 
I in the plains of Jericho; and all his army 
1 was scattered from him. 
I 

9. Then they took the king, and carried 
him up unto the king of Babylon to Rib-
lah in the land of Hamath; and he gave 
judgment upon him. 

10. And the king of Babylon slew the sons 
of Zedekiah before his eyes: he slew 
also all the princes of Judah in Riblah. 

11. And he put out the eyes of Zedekiah; 
and the king of Babylon bound him in fet-
ters, and carried him to Babylon, and put 
him in prison till the day of his death. 



INTERPRETATION J 
____—_____ I 

Zedekiah means the justice of Jehovah; and f 
this lesson shows the out working of the' 1 
Divine law of justice in the legitimate | 
effects of voluntary sin. When you are | 
the righteous king, Asa or Jehoshaphat, f 
and obey the voice of the Lord within, by 
destroying the idolatry of the heart, * 
you are prospered in your kingdom and f 
are free from bondage your dominion § 
is complete. But when you are the wicked • | 
king, Manasseh or Jehoiakim, and "do that I 
which is evil in the sight of the Lord," § 
in defiance of the inner voice, allowing 1 
the false gods of sense the supreme | 
place In your heart, you will become 
harassed by evil conditions, which i 
threaten your Jerusalem (city of peace), f 
and which may ultimately land you In the f 
Babylon of helpless invalidism and 1 
distress, with the total loss of your % 
kingly dominion. Bondages which result f 
from the sins of ignorance you may be I 
readily freed from by the enlightenment f 
of Truth: "Ye shall know the Truth, and f 
the Truth shall make you free." But when, § 
with the full knowledge and illumination J 
of Truth, you voluntarily choose to | 
plunge into sensuality (worship of Baal J 
and Ashteroth) you are committing the f 
"unpardonable sin"; which, though you | 
may may many times repent, and find § 
temporary relief from suffering, will | 
sometime bring you the retribution of § 
their painful consequences, involving | 
you in the "70 years of captivity." | 
The symbolic number, 7 x 10 denotes the | 
completeness of the painful experience to | 
satisfy the law of the "Justice of Jehovah'^ | 
without regard to time. In 2 Kings 24:4 i 
it is said of this situation, that | 
Manasseh "filled Jerusalem with innocent 1 
blood, which the Lord would not pardon," i 
showing that, when in the presumptuous f 
commission of sin you do violence to \ 
your conscience by crushing your pure a 
innocent thoughts ("shedding innocent i 
blood"), the justice of Jehovah J 



requires, that you reap the legitimate 
fruit of your own false sowing until 
these false thoughts have worked out 
their full fruitage in discordant 
conditions; after which you may re-
turn in peace from your captivity, 
having learned your lesson through sad 
experience. "Behold I will gather them 
out of all countries, whither I have 
driven them in mine anger, and I will 
bring them again to this place, and I 
will cause them to dwell safely; and they 
shall be my people, and I will be their 
God." Jer. 32r3?*38. 

jThe penalty of presumptuous sin must be 
ifully paid by being worked out-—it is 
unpardonable. That is the meaning of 
captivity. 
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