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August 27, 1905 
J a r . 33:1-13 

i. And Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the 
son of Pashhur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur 
the son of Malchiah, heard the words that Jeremiah spake unto 
all the people, saying, 

a. Thus saith Jehovah, He that abideth in this city shall 
die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he 
Iha* goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live, and his life shall be 
unto him for a prey, and he shall live. 

3. Thus saith Jehovah, This city shall surely be given into 
the hand of the army of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it. 

4. Then the princes said unto the king, Let this man, we 
pray thee, be put to death; forasmuch as he weakeneth the hands 
of the men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all 
the people, in speaking such words unto them; for this man 
seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt. 

5. And Zedekiah the king said. Behold, he is in your hand: 
for the king is not he that can do anything against you. 

6. Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon 
of Malchiah the king's son, that was in the court of the guard: 
and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon 
there was no water, but mire: and Jeremiah sank in the mire. 

7. Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, an officer, who : 
was in the king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the 
dungeon; the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin; 

8. Ebed-melech went forth out of the king's house, and 
spake to the king, saying, 

9. My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that 
they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast 
into the dungeon: and he is like to die in the place where he is 
because of the famine: for there is no more bread in the city. 

10. Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, 
saying. Take from hence thirtv men with thee, and take up 
Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die. 

11. So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went into 
the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence old 
cast off clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords 
into the dungeon to Jeremiah. 

12. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Pnt 
now these old cast off clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes 
under the cords. And Jeremiah did so, 

13. So they drew up Jeremiah with the cords, and took htm 
up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of 
the guard. 

Jeremiah, the prophet is that in us which discerns 
the working of the law. We know that transgressed 
law brings its own punishment. "As a man soweth 
so shall he also reap," is true everywhere, and it id 
the prophet of the Lord that sees it particularly true 
in the lives of men. It id the prophet in us that 
often warns and keeps us from transgressing the 
law, because we discern what the result will be. 

The gift of prophecy is greatly prized and much 
sought after. Those who can tell the future are 
supposed to be endowed with supernatural ability. 
But in the light of spiritual facts, prophecy becomes 
rational. In the mind all things are now accom-
plished. If you decide to go on a journey, it is com-
pleted in your mind before you begin to travel with 
your body. So all things are completed in mind as 
soon at conceived, and a mind reader can tell the 
result of certain thoughts, because they are already 
in process of fulfillment, and he sees their climax. 
The period of generative thinking with most people 
is from the age of fifteen to forty years. After that 
the crop is so heavy that nearly all the thought-
energy is required in taking care of it. 

The ability to prophesy has its disadvantages. If 
you see the result of evil coming upon you, and are 
beset on all sides by enemies seeking to take advan-
tage of your weakness, as were the Israelites in this 
lesson, it is doubly weakening to be talking about 
the coming peril, and fearing it. 

The esoteric meaning of the names of the four 
sons, mentioned in verse 1, is of judgment and per-
fection. These warn the king, or ruler in conscious-
ness, that this continual prophecy of death, famine 
and pestilence " weakeneth the hands of all people. 
in speaking such words unto them." They demanded 
that the prophet be suppressed, which was done, 
and he was put into a dungeon of mire and slime. 
This means that when we see the evil of our deeds 
coming upon us, we sink our spiritual perception 
down into darkness and materiality by talking about 
and fearing the results. 

The Ethiopean eunuch who saved Jeremiah, 
represents the impartial natural law constantly at 
work in the subjective consciousness readjusting the 
errors of thought. The old cast-off clouts and rotten 
rags used in the rescue, represent the negative., 
poverty-stricken conditions existing in that part of 
the consciousness. For instance, an angry thought 
in the mind may be reflected into the subjective and 
free itself in a boil on the body. It is a mighty 
rotten and ragged way to get out of an error thought, 
but it is better than suffering internal pains; so the 
:subconsciousness works out for us many an error, 
jwhich we name disease, but which is in reality a 
;safety valve for our evil thinking. 
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June 1 1 , 1922 
J e r . 38:4-13 

r Then the princes said unto the king. Let this man, we 
pray thee, be put to death; forasmuch as he weakeneth the 
hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the, 
'hands of all the people, in speaking such words unto them: 
jjbr this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the 
hurt. 
V,. And Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he u in your 
Tvapd; for the king is not he that can do anything against you. 
. Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon 
(of Malchijah the king's son. that was in the court of the 
''guard: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And. in 
[die dungeon there was no water, but mire; and Jeremiah 
(sank in the mire. 
S,: •' Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, a eunuch, who 
[was in the king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah 
•in. the dungeon (the king then sitting in the gate of Ben-
Ijamin), 
\ Ebed-melech went forth out of the king's house, and 
spake to the king, saying. 

My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that 
[ihey have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have 
jCast into the dungeon; and he is like to die in die place 
[where he is, because of the famine; for there is no more 
?bread in the city. 
i Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, 
[saying, Take from hence thirty men with thee, and take up 
[Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die. 
;" So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went into 
[die house of the king under the treasury, and took thence 
[rags and worn-out garments, and let them down by cords 
[into the dungeon to Jeremiah. 
'&•' And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, 
[Put now these rags and worn-out garments under thine arm-
holes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. 
;v So they drew up Jeremiah with the cords, and took him 
up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court 
of the guard: 

LESSON INTERPRETATION 
?':< What does the conflict between the Israelites and 
the Babylonians represent? 

It represents the conflict between truth and error, 
Spirit and matter, mind and body. 

Why did Jeremiah (spiritual discernment) prophesy 
disaster for Israel? 

Jeremiah saw that the Israelites had not been loyal 
to God, and were not strong enough to hold out against 
onslaughts of the Babylonians. 
r The"context of this lesson reveals that Jeremiah 
advised the king to make friends with his enemies. Why 
Was this advice given? 

When there is conflict between states of conscious-
ness, they must be unified, by one or the other making 
[concessions. Resistance always leads to destruction. 
Jesus advised: ''Agree with thine adversary quickly." 
| Why did not Zedekiah, the king, follow the advice 
|sjJeremiah? 
|v Because Zedekiah, who represents the will, settled 
back into stubbornness, and became indifferent to Truth. 

i 

''He weakened!' and^tf^^ew 
hands cff the men of wat? ' ~:$ 
r When the execuu^powerrbfuSe mind (prfncelj! 
see mis, what is their feeling?- ' - [ %̂  

They insist that the spiritual urge to harmony (Jere-
miah) be suppressed. 

What is the result of the suppression of Jeremiah, 
the prophet? ,' 

Negative words bring about, not only suppression, 
but imprisonment in material consciousness, as repre-
sented by the dungeon, or the abandoned well, into 
[which Jeremiah was put 

What does Ebed-melech represent? 
Ebed-melech represents the king's servant or the 

king's thought, as it went out and helped to rescue Jere-
miah. 

Was the relenting of the will (king) sufficient to 
harmonize the within and the without? 

No. A subsequent chapter relates that the city held 
out, for a time, but was finally captured, and that nearly 
[all its people were destroyed. 
;»- What should we learn from this lesson? ..- -
I We should learn to relax the will and all stubborn-
ness, and to open ourselves to the spirit of love and har-
mony, which really exists-everywhere, both •within and 
without "Not my will, but thine, be done." 

ITS-
What effect do prophecies of evil have upon people? 

.Prophecies of evil put fear into the hearts of the 
«.„ ^wrv?/—i - i 
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June 2 , 1929 
J a r . J38r.4-13 . . ._ 

1. Then the "princes said unto the5 
king. Let this man, we pray thee, be put 
to death; forasmuch as he weakeneth the 
hands of the men of war that remain in 
this city, and the hands of all the people, 
m speaking such words unto them: for 
this man seeketh not the welfare of this 
people, but the hurt. 

And Zedekiah the king said, Be-

> it/mitt one who has mental discern-
ment, iv ho can read out of the law, 
allow his spiritual power to be 
siratnped by impending disaster and 
seemingly inescapable results of 
wrong thinking? 

The true prophet minimizes the 
evil days that seem to be impending 
and, like Elijah, sees a heavenly host 
and brings to bear his spiritual 
power, to the end that impending dis-
aster may be turned into safety. 

Did not Jeremiah see and advise a 
wan of escave? 

Disaster was so dominant in the 

hold, he is in your hand; for the king is 
not he that can do anything against you. 

6. Then took they Jeremiah, and cast 
him into the dungeon of Malchijah the 
king's son, that was in the court of the 
guard: and they let down Jeremiah with 
cords. And in the dungeon there was no 
water, but mire; and Jeremiah sank in mind of Jeremiah that he advised 
the mire. surrender to the enemy as the only 

7. Now when Ebed-melech the Ethi- „ „ „ „ » 
opian. a eunuch, who was in the king's m e a n s o f e s c a P e -
house, heard that they had put Jeremiah Did Jeremiah's negative prophecies 
in the dungeon (the king then sitting in f ? 
the gate of Benjamin), i 

8. Ebed-melech went forth out of the According to history the prophecies 
king's house, and spake to the king, say- uf Jeremiah were fulfilled and dis-
m -' , . , , . . , . ,. , avter came to the Israelites as h ; had 

9. My lord the king, these men have 
done evil in all that they have done to foretold. 
Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have Would it have been possible for the 
cast into the dungeon; and he is like to , ... , ., 
die in the place where he is, because o f "delites to overcome the enemy 
the famine; for there is no more bread through the power of Spirit? 
'" i ? 6 ^ y " n. w A A vu A T h e history of all the prophets who 

10. Then the king commanded Ebed-U . . . , . • • » . . , 
meleeh the Ethiopian, saying, Take from n a v e spiritual discernment and faith 
hence thirty men with thee, and take up in the higher power, proves that there 
Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon,. . ., , „ ,, , .„ . . . 
before he die. i is a spiritual force that will extricate 

11. So-Ebed-melech took the men withi from every difficulty those who trust 
him, and went into the house of the king; fts superpower and who declare the 
under the treasury, and took thence ragsl, . _, . ., . ,, 

; law of Spirit in thought and in word. 
and worn-out garments, and let them /-,„ „ ,-.. , . . . , , 
down by cords into the dungeon Jo Jere4 Can a condition be imagined where 
miah. it would be wise to surrender to er-

12. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian ror? 
iaid unto Jeremiah, Put now these rags; Y e s there are conditions where one 
and worn-out garments under thine arm, * e s ' t n e r e a r e c o n a i t l o n s w n e r e one 
holes under the cords. And Jeremiah did may temporarily surrender to error 
30- ; for the purpose of finally overcoming 

13. So they drew up Jeremiah with it. j e s U s is the great example for 
the cords, and took him up out of the dun* , , 
geon: and Jeremiah remained in thea11 m e n - w h ° a r (* passing from the 

. -ourt of the guard. natural to the spiritual consciousness. 
Judging by the general trend of H e surrendered to the enemy, was 

Jeremiahs writings, how should wc „„„„.„„,.,, , -„ , , , •„• , , .,„„„ ,• , • , LI , . ,apparently killed, but He resurrected class Jeremiah among the prophets? , , . , , , , ' 
T . , , . , . His body, and thus demonstrated that 
Jeremiah ived in a period m which J -i , TT -a 

*v,=. i . „»i;* i H J u death can be overcome. He said, 
the Israelites were sorely harassed by ' 
their enemies; they were reaping the ' S u f f e r lt to be so n o w -
result of their erroneous thinking and 
doing. They had not kept the com-
mandments of Jehovah; consequently 
evil days had come upon them. Jere-
miah was overwhelmed by the mental 
darkness and disaster which he per-
ceived must follow. He is known a s 
the. "sorrowful prophet." 

Was there any saving grace in 
Jeremiah's advice to the Israelites to 
surrender to the enemy? 

Jeremiah seemingly had no faith 
in the power of God to deliver the 
children of Israel. He thought that 
their sins were beyond redemption. 

How did Jeremiah's negative teach-
ing react upon him? 

As a result of his negative thought, 
Jeremiah was put into an abandoned 
well and left to starve. 

What kind of thought was instru-
mental in rescuing Jeremiah from the 
material thought that overwhelmed 
him ? 

Jeremiah was rescued by the inter-
vention of an Ethiopian servant. The 
Ethiopian servant represents the 
eternal goodness which is at work in 
our behalf even when we are down in 
the mud of materiality and misery. 
We call this eternal goodness the re-
storing power of nature. 
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fiahd;for the king s nor, he. that cari dcranything ag^n^yoqA 
;:,;,'. 6." Then, took they Jeremiah, and. cast him mfo; thei[diiaS 
geon of Malrhijah the king's son, that was irr the-eoiiifbf the? 
guard: and'tbey let down Jeremiah with cords&A^'ihthe duttf-i 

fgeon there was no water, but mire;1 and Jehemiajtsarik iiithefc 
[mire; * '-":" '"• \ ' • 
'l 7. Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, a eunuch, who 
[was in the Icing's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah' in 
[the dungeon (the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin),. 
>" 8* Ebed-melech went forth out of the king's house, and1 

Spake to the king, saying, 
'f'\ 9= My lord the king, these men have done evil in all' that, 
[they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast, 
'into the dungeon; and he is like to die in the place where, he is, 
because of the famine; for there is no more bread in the city.; 

10. Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethio-
pian, saying, Take from thence thirty men with thee, and take 
up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die: 
; 11. So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went 
into the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence 
rags and worn-out garments, and let them down by cords into 
the dungeon to Jeremiah. 
i- 12. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, 
Tmt now these rags and worn-out garments under thine arm-, 
[holes under the cords. And Jeremiah did sou ••£ -, ; 

13. So they drew up Jeremiah with the cords, and took 
him up out of the dungeon*, and Jeremiah remained rr* the 
baurtof the guar i^ ; -_ jyj'_,.. ; , - _ iii. ..i_[iL.._ 

When in uhquestibriecT ascendancy sense conscious-
ness causes men to reject spiritual faith and try to do 
away with it. The princes of Judah informed on Jere-
miah and wished to have him put to death because he 
foretold that Jerusalem would be taken and recom-
mended that it be surrendered to save the life of its in-
habitants. In our day Jeremiah would be called a "quis-
ling" and doubtless would be condemned whether his 
prophecies were fulfilled or not. However the law of 
'cause and effect is operative in human affairs, and it 
&*Quld be recognized and taken into consideration. If 
we do not wish to lose the battle of life it is our pre-
rogative to dec care ourselves anew to keeping the law 
of life; for the battle is to the faithful keeper of the 
divine law. 

.'. Jeremiah was a faithful witness of the effects of 

. Judah's failures, and although he suffered much at the 
hands of those whom he tried to help, he survived his 
sufferings and lived to see all his words justified. 

Through faith in unchanging Truth we perceive that 
the divine law is constant, unvarying, but that we bene-
fit by it only as we keep its conditions. If we live by it 
we reap its rewards. If we go counter to it we reap its 
penalties. When we have wisdom to foresee the effects 
|jf living out of harmony with the law we should stir 
W r perceptive faculties or develop our imagination to 
the point where we can perceive the rewards of obedi-
ence and secure them. 

A u g u s t 8 , 1 9 4 B ~ ^ ~ 
.... J e r , 3 8 : 7 - 1 3 -_[ 

7. Now when Ebed-melech the Ethio-
pian, a eunuch, who was in the king's 
house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in 
the dungeon (the king then sitting in the 
gate of Benjamin), 

8. Ebed-melech went forth out of the 
king's house, and spake to the king, saying, 

9. My lord the king, these men have 
done evil in ail that they have done to 
Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have 
cast into the dungeon; and he is like to 
die in the place where he is, because of 
the famine; for there is no more bread 
in the city. 

10. Then the king commanded Ebed-
melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from 
hence thirty men with thee, and take up 
Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, 
before he die. 

11. So Ebed-melech took the men with 
him, and went into the house of the king 
under the treasury, and took thence rags 
and worn-out garments, and let them down 
by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. 

12. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian 
said unto Jeremiah, Put now these rags 
and worn-out garments under thine arm-
holes under the cords. And Jeremiah did 
so. 

13. So they drew up Jeremiah with the 
cords, and took him up out of the dun-
geon: and Jeremiah remained in the court 
of the guard. 

In this lesson what do ]ererniah and 
Ebed-melech, the Ethiopian eunuch, 
represent? 

Jeremiah represents spiritual faith, 
which is in temporary subjection to the 
personal will (the king). Ebed-
melech, who was a slave in the house-
hold of the king but with some 
measure of authority over the house-
hold, represents the natural forces of 
the body that help to keep it function-
ing efficiently. 

Are the natural forces of the body 
thoroughly understood? 

No. We know nothing of their 
origin. Their action is subconscious, 
and for the most part we are unaware 
of them. Ebed-melech was an Ethio-
pian of whose origin nothing is 
known. 

What is the character of the work 
done by these forces? 

When not interfered with it is up-
building and constructive. Ebed-me-
lech believed in Jehovah and saved 
Jeremiah (spiritual faith) from the 
dungeon. The natural forces are not 
altogether under the control of the 
personal will except in its subcon-
scious aspect. Ebed-melech criticized 
the king's weakness indirectly by tell-
ing him that the men who had im-
prisoned Jeremiah (with the king's 
consent) had done evil. 


