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December 4, 1949 
Jer. 23:16 

16. Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, Heark-
en not unto the words of the prophets that 
prophesy unto you: they teach you vanity; 
they speak a vision of their own heart, and 
not out of the mouth of Jehovah. 

How should we weigh the words of 
another with respect to their truth or 
falsity? 

We should weigh them impersonal-
ly and thoughtfully and not accept a 
person's word merely because he has a 
reputation for truth and veracity. We 
should bring zeal for Truth to bear on 
what is said to us rather than let hate, 
bias, prejudice, intolerance, or any 
other emotion sway us. Truth is im-
personal, and we see it most clearly 
when we are in an impersonal frame 
of mind. 

When, are words spoken "out of the 
mouth of Jehovah"? 

When they give expression to uni-
versal truth. Such words were spoken 
by Jesus Christ. "My witness is true 
. . . Yea and if I judge, my judgment 
is true." 
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2T. I sent not these prophets, yet they 
ran: I spake not unto them, yet they 
prophesied. 

22. But if they had stood in my council, 
then had they caused my people to hear 
my words, and had turned them from their 
evil way, and from the evil of their doings. 

23. Am I a God at hand, saith Jehovah, 
and not a God afar off? 

24. Can any hide himself in secret places 
so that I shall not see him? saith Jehovah. 
Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith Je-
hovah. 

25. I have heard what the prophets have 
said, that prophesy lies in my name, say-
ing, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. 

26. How long shall this be in the heart 
of the prophets that prophesy lies, even 
the prophets of the deceit of their own 
heart? 

27. That think to cause my people to 
forget my name by their dreams which 
they tell every man to his neighbor, as 
their fathers forgat my name for Baal. 

28. The prophet that hath a dream, let 
him tell a dream; and he that hath my 
word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
What is the straw to the wheat? saith 
Jehovah. 

29. Is not my word like fire? saith Je-
hovah; and like a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces ? 

30. Therefore, behold, I am against the 
prophets, saith Jehovah, that steal my words-
every one from his neighbor. 

31. Behold, I am against the prophets,, 
saith Jehovah, that use their tongues, and. 
say, He saith. 

32. Behold, I am against them that 
prophesy lying dreams, saith Jehovah, and' 
do tell them, and cause my people to err 
by their lies, and by their vain boasting: 
yet I sent them not, nor commanded them; 
neither do they profit this people at all, 
saith Jehovah. 

How can we stand in the "council" 
of Jehovah? 

By seeking Truth with all our heart, 
mind, soul, and strength and by await-
ing the answer to our prayer for en-
lightenment and affirming with faith 
that divine wisdom is now active in 
our mind and heart. When we do these 
things we are in harmony with the 
divine law (stand in the council of 
Jehovah). 

How are others influenced by our 
being in harmony with divine law? 

Our words carry conviction, and our 
influence over others is for good. 
"Then had they caused my people to 
hear my words, and had turned them 
from their evil way, and from the 
evil of their doings." 

Why is omnipresence mentioned in 
this lesson? 

To show the universal nature of 
Truth. "Can any hide himself in secret 
places so that I shall not see him?'' 
Truth is in our intentions as well as 
everywhere else, and we can express it 
at any time. 

Is there a distinction between a 
dream and the "word" of Jehovah? 

Yes. A dream may truly point to an 
impending event or it may be only the 
symptom of a subconscious state. It is 
not an unfailingly reliable sign of di-
vine guidance. The word of Jehovah is 
an expression of the truth of Being and 
is infallible. 

Why is the word of Jehovah com-
pared to pre and to a hammer? 

Because of its power to consume er-
ror in the mind of the one to whom it 
comes, as fire consumes straw, and be-
cause of its further power to break up 
the structure of materiality that solidi-
fies like rock in the mind of those who 
live long in sense consciousness. The 
word of Jehovah (Truth) dissipates 
all these error conditions. 

Should we be quick to affirm the 
authority of divine wisdom in speak-
ing what we believe *o be the truth? 

No, we should h e .. jnble . Pride in 
mental or spiritual attainment nulli-
fies the good that we might realize in 
our own life and the good influence 
that our example might have on 
others. 


