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10. Hear the word of Jehovah, ye rulers of Sodom; 
give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. 

1 1. What unto me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 
saith Jehovah: I have had enough of the burnt-offerings of 
rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the 
blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. 

12. When ye come to appear before me, who hath re-
quired this at your hand, to trample my courts? 

1 3. Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abom-
ination unto me; new moon and sabbath, the calling of assem-
blies> I cannot away with iniquity and the solemn meeting. 

14. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my 
soul hateth; they are a trouble unto me; I am weary of bear-
ing them. i i r ii L J 

1 3. And when ye spread forth your hands, 1 will hide 
mine eyes from you; yea, when ye make many prayers, I 
will not hear: your hands are full of blood. 

1 6. Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; 

17. Learn to do well; seek justice, relieve the op-
pressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. 

18. Come now, and let us reason together, saith Je-
hovah; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 

19. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good 
of the land: , , , , „ • i j 

20. But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured 
with the sword; for the mouth of Jehovah hath spokenjt. 

What does spiritual discernment reveal as the central 
theme of Isaiah's call to true worship, as recorded in 
today's lesson? 

Isaiah is calling the attention of the people to the in-
adequacy of rituals and forms, of ceremonies and sacri-
fices, and to the necessity of inner reform, of a contrite 
heart, of a submissive spirit, and of giving up all carnal 
thoughts, appetites, and passions. 

What do Sodom and Gomorrah represent? 
"Sodom" means "lime kiln," and signifies a burning, 

consuming secret desire. It represents the lust of sex in 
its most secret character. "Gomorrah" means "rebeL 
lious people." It represents an aggregation of carnal 
thoughts, thoughts that are opposed to the will of God. 
Sodom and Gomorrah represent a combination of all 
that is included in the secret sins of sex. 

Does observance of the outer form of morality fulfill 
the divine law? 

No; Jehovah, the ruling law of Divine Mind, pro-
claims through the prophet, " I have had enough of the 
burnt-offerings" and "I delight not in the blood." The 
burnt offerings that are enumerated represent the sacri-
fices that the outer man makes without a reform of his 
secret habits of sense. 

In verse 13 Isaiah represents Jehovah as saying, 
"Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomina-
tion unto me; new moon and sabbath, the calling of as-
semblies." Explain. 

The Israelites had materialized their religion just as 
the ritualists have materialized religion in our day. Let 
us call "oblations," baptisms; "incense," the burning of 
Arabic gums in church services; the "sabbath," the 
observance of a certain day of the week as holy to the 
Lord; "the calling of assemblies," the many gatherings 
of religious people for the purpose of discussing and 
threshing out sectarian differences. The church of today 
is guilty of many external attempts to simulate real spir-
itual worship. Samuel declares, " T o obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." 

.<4re Christians today guilty of having bloody hands? 
(See verse 15.) 

Yes; many Christians in our churches advocate cap-
ital punishment, which is a relic of barbarism. Others 
may not take a direct hand in killing the physical body, 
but they kill it indirectly. Man ' s hands are bloodstained 
whenever he takes undue advantage of or injures a 
brother by slander or impairs another's honorable name. 
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November 1 9 , 1950 
I a a . 1 :11-17 

11. What unto me is the multitude of 
your sacrifices? saith Jehovah: I have had 
enough of the burnt-offerings of rams, and 
the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in 
the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of 
he-goats. 

12. When ye come to appear before 
me, who hath required this at your hand, 
to trample my courts? 

13. Bring no more vain oblations; in-
cense is an abomination unto me; new 
moon and sabbath, the calling of assem-
blies,—I cannot away with iniquity and the 
solemn meeting. 

14. Your new moons and your ap-
pointed feasts my soul hateth; they are a 
trouble unto me; I am weary of bearing 
them. 

15. And when ye spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; 
yea, when ye make many prayers, I will 
not hear: your hands are full of blood. 

16. Wash you, make you clean; put 
away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes; cease to do evil; 

17. Learn to do well; seek justice, re-
lieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow. 

Is the observing of rites and cere-
monies a vital part of religious faith? 

No. Faith is an expression ot man s 
love for God. As such it is independ-
ent of forms and ceremonies. 

What is meant by the term "prac-
tical goodness"? 

God, Spirit, is infinite, eternal good-
ness. We, His children, have the ca-
pacity and ability to translate His 
goodness from the spiritual realm into 
the physical realm of affairs, by per-
mitting divine love to motivate our 
every thought, word, and action, and 
by giving ourselves under divine guid-
ance in loving, unselfish service to our 
fellow men. 

Wh.it is the first step in living a life 
of practical goodness? 

Denial of sense consciousness and a 
change of mind in the direction of 
greater spirituality. "Wash you, make 
you clean." Baptism or washing is a 
symbol of denial. 

What aspects of practical goodness 
add greater meaning to ceremonial 
religion? 

The developing of constructive liv-
ing after the pattern of the Christ. 
"Learn to do well; seek justice, relieve 
the oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow." As a person 
engages in these activities of practical 
gc>c»dness he finds greater meaning is 
added to ceremonial religion. 

What does learning to do well in-
clude? 

It includes a change of mind from 
the standard of the race thought to 
that of the Christ. Instead of follow-
ing the race standard as a matter of 
course, those who are learning to do 
well think well instead of ill of others; 
stand by the oppressed instead of 
causing oppression; seek justice in-
stead of fomenting injustice and preju-
dice; are fathers to the fatherless, 
counseling, encouraging, and protect-
ing them; speak the healing word of j 
encouragement to those who have lost 
sight of the love of God. 

In communion with God what be-
comes of our sins? 

When we give our whole attention 
to God, we become free from the con-
sciousness of sin and lose interest in 
it. We are concerned instead with the 
doing of practical good deeds, and sin 
then disappears from our life. 
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11. What unto me is the multitude of 
your sacrifices? saith Jehovah: I have had 
enough of the burnt-offerings of rams, and 
the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in 
the-blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of 
he-goats. 

12. When ye come to appear before 
me, who hath required this at your hand, 
to trample my courts? 

13. Bring no more vain oblations; in-
cense is an abomination unto me; new 
moon and sabbath, the calling of assem-
blies,—I cannot away with iniquity and the 
solemn meeting. 

14. Your new moons and your ap-
pointed feasts my soul hateth; they are a 
trouble unto me; I am weary of bearing 
them. 

15. And when ye spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; 
yea, when ye make many prayers, I will 
not hear: your hands are full of blood. 

16. Wash you, make you clean; put 
away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes; cease to do evil; 

17. Learn to do well; seek justice, re-
lieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow. 

18. Come now, and let us reason to-
gether, saith Jehovah: though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool. 

Why was the shedding of blood 
(the symbol of sacrifice) represented 
as unacceptable to God? 

Because it had lost its inner meaning 
to the people and become a mere rite 
performed from habit rather than 
from the heart. 

In this lesson why is obedience 
stressed? 

Because without obeying the divine 
law we cannot be truly happy, and 
obeying fully, we cannot be unhappy. 

Instead of following rites and cere-
monies and engaging in external forms 
of worship, what should we do? 

We should busy ourselves with prac-
tical good deeds. We should cease 
to do evil and learn to do well, seek 
justice, relieve the oppressed, judge the 
fatherless, plead for the widow. All 
these are practical expressions of our 
faith in God and of goodness of heart. 

How can we "reason" with God? 
We can reason with God in spiritual 

consciousness, and this close commun-
ion in thought with Divine Mind frees 
us from the dominion of sense con-
sciousness. 



October 16, 1949 
Isa. 1:21-23 .. _. \ 

. 21. How is the faithful city become a f 
harlot! she that was full of justice! right- J 
eousness lodged in her, but now murderers. " i 

22. Thy silver is become dross, thy wine J 
mixed with water. - I 

23. Thy princes are rebellious, and \ 
companions of thieves; every one loveth 
bribes, and folio weth after rewards: they \ 
judge not the fatherless, neither doth the 
•cause of the widow come unto.them. * 

24. Therefore saith the Lord, Jehovah 
of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, Ah, I ? 
will ease me of mine adversaries, and J 
avenge me of rnine enemies; 

25. And I will turn my hand upon thee, ,i 
and thoroughly purge away thy dross, and • | 
will take away all thy tin; \ 

26. And 1 will restore thy judges as at * 
•he first, and thy counsellors as at the be-
ginning: afterward thou shalt be called v 
The city of righteousness, a faithful town. % 

27. Zion shall be redeemed with justice, i 
and her converts with righteousness. § 

28. But the destruction of transgressors | 
and sinners shall be together, and they that | 
forsake Tehovah shall be consumed. | 

Woaf does a city represent? \ 
It represents an aggregation of | 

thoughts in consciousness. A "faithful I 
•ity" is an aggregation of thoughts 1 
that are consistently in harmony with | 
Truth. | 

Why does a person who tries to 
keep his thoughts in harmony with 
Truth sometimes jail short of his goal, 
and become impure, greedy, and indif-
ferent to the welfare of others? I 

To keep the thoughts in harmony | 
with Truth requires steadfast persist- § 
ence and determination. A person who 1 
is not steadfast to Truth may permit 1 
himself to turn away from it, and to | 
come under the domination of the 1 
sense consciousness. He then expresses 1 
greed and injustice instead of love and I 
justice. I 

Is a return to faithful spiritual ways f 
of thinking and living easily accom-
plished? 

Yes, by obedience to divine law, but 
disobedience brings suffering. "I will 
turn my hand upon thee, and thor-
oughly purge away thy dross." This 
signifies the process of regeneration. 

How is spiritual consciousness re-
instated? 

By just and right living. "Son shall 
be redeemed with justice, and her con-
verts with righteousness." 


