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September 13, 1896 
II Sam. 22:40-51 

40. For thou hast girded me with strength to 
battle: them that rose up against me hast 
thou subdued under me. 

41. Thou hast also given me the neoks of mine 
enemies, that I might destroy them that hate 
me. 

42. They looked, but there was none to save; 
even •onto the Lord, but he answered them not. 

43. Then did I beat them as small as the dust 
of the earth: I did stamp them as the mire 
of the street, and did spread them abroad. 

I 44. Thou also hast delivered me from the stri-
I vings of my people, thou ha3t kept me to be 

the head of the heathen: a people which I 
knew not shall serve me. 

f 
I 45. Strangers shall submit themselves unto me: 
I as soon as they hear, they shall be obedient 
I unto me. 
I 
| 46. Strangers shall fade away, and they shall 
I be afraid of their close places. 

47. The Lord liveth; and blessed be my rock; 
and exalted be the God of the rock of my 
salvation. 

48. It Is God that avengeth me, and that 
bringeth down the people under me. 

49. And that bringeth forth from mine enemies; 
thou also hast lifeted me up on high above 
them that rose up against me: thou hast de-
livered me from the violent man. 

50. Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, 0 
Lord, among the heathen, and I will sing 
praises unto thy name. 

51. He is the tower of salvation for his king: 
and sheweth mercy to his anointed, unto David, 
and to his seed fur evermore. 

INTERPRETATION 

The psalms of David are remarkable for the 
Spirit of Love which they breathe. This must 
be so in the nature of the case, because 
written by David or Love. Even the warlike 
and imprecatory Psalms are full of Love and 
thanksgiving. This particular alternating and 
even blending of imprecation and thanksgiving 
Is proof that David Is not hurling his male-
dictions against his fellows, his brothers 
according to the teachings of the Godpel of 
Jesus Christ,—but against his only enemi.es, 
the "foes within" his own breast, enemies of 
his Divine Self, whose destruction Spirit 
HflntAnrl *• _ 



The only great battles we have to fight are 
those within our own world of thought; for 
"a man's foes are they of his own household;" 
we have no other foes, 

"There is but one victory worth the struggle, 
there is but one world to conquer; the victory 
over self, the world within" Mackey, To 
view these Psalms in any other light is to 
make God inconsistent with himself. God is life 
omnipresent. Love omnipotent and Truth omnis-
cient,—reternally Good, impartial and unchang-
ing. 

40. Only in such warfare can we aay of Infinite 
Love, "thou hast girded me with strength to 
battle; these inner, foes that rose up against 
me hast thou subdued under me." 

e 
41. We cannot consistently with the Christian 
idea of our Divine Sonship and the brother-
hood of all men, rejoice and thank God that 
e tread on the "necks" of our brother man, 
even though enemies according to mortal 
thought. Such a display of carnal thought is 
diametrically opposed to the Gospel of Love 
and peace to all men, whose Divine command is, 
"love your enemies, bless them that curse you." 
But if, in the"destroying them that hate me," 
I am battling with my own carnal thoughts,—- in 
the truest sense my only enemies,---the case 
is very different; it is holy warfare. Like 
Saul, we are commanded to "go and utterly des-
troy the sinners, the Amalekites,-—our own 
sinner thoughts. 

in'this, the only righteous warfare, there is 
no deliverance possible to these domestic 
foes, when under God's direction, we inveigh 
against them with the full force of our con-
secrated will, -—even though these sinners 
"look unto the Lord,"—for God heareth not £ 
sinners." Prayer that God hears comes not f 
from the sinner self, but from the interior f 
Divine Self. Of the Sinner Self Christ says, § 
"I never knew you." | 

43. Under the dispensation of the Gospel of 1 
Love, no man can possibly rejoice with thanks- J 
giving, that he has "beat" his human enemies 
"as small as the dust," and "stamped them as 
the mire of the street." It were the height 
of blasphemy to ascribe such carnage and 
vindictiveness to God. But where these 
enemies are our own temptations and thoughts, 
we can consistently thank God for their . 
utter annihilation. 
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44. It is the recognition of the Divine 
within that," delivers me from the strivings 
of my people" (warfare of thoughts), making 
me "head of the heathen" thoughts. These 
"people wnich I knew not," which "shall serve 
me," are my error thoughts redeemed; for 
every false thought is the perversion of Truth. 
To persistently see only Truth, and practice 
the Christ doctrine of non-resistance and non-
recognition of evil, will redeem all error 
thoughts. 

45. Because these thought "Strangers,"-— 
foreign to my True Self, can only be known 
to my True Self, and "submit" and "be obedient 
unto me,"---not by seeing the false but by 
seeing only Truth. See only Good, and the 
false will disappear; the false is a mis-
conception . When we see the True side (the 
True Idea) the misconception "submits untome ," 

misconception disappears. 
I 
I 46. They must "fade away" as unrealitites,—— 
I "out of their close places" of cowardly hid-
| ing, in such a revealing of truth, by my com-
| ing into true understanding. 

| 47-48. It is because the "Lord liveth," the 
I "blessed Rock of my salvation, "whom I "exalt," 

that I am righteously "avenged" of my adver-
saries within; it is the recognition of pre-

>r-v sent Divine Principle, "that brlngeth down 
I the people under me," giving me absolute dom-

inion in my thought world. 

49. This realization delivers me from all 
temptation, and lifts me up on high above 
(These thoughts) that rose up against me,," — 
above my carnal self, "the violent man." 

50. "Therefore can I give profound thanks 
unto thee, 0 Lord." 

51. I am "his King," for I "reign with Christ 
in his kingdom." In Him I find my high "tower 
of salvation"-—perfect defense,-—in my 
Kingdom of the consciousness of Love (David). 
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