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Kin^a 2 5 : 1 - 1 2 ( 

.'And h came to pass in the ninth year of ms reigre Bfc 

bound in fetters and is carried to Babylon.) | | 
Does this represent the end of spiritual coraciouOTessJj 

the Jews 3 •••• 

against Jerusalem, and encamped against it; and they built 
forts against it round about. 
•2 • So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of long 
Zedekiah. 
f3 .On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was 
sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of 
(he land. 
14 .Then a breach was made in the city, and all the men of 
jrvar fled by night by the way of the gate between the two 

| Walls, which was by the king's garden (now the Chaldeans . . . . , , . . . . , ., , , _ , „_ , -
I fiere against the city round about); and the king went by} What faculties inspired the people to return tor 
1 the way of the Arabah. \-Judah? , | 
I - 5 »But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, j- The superior faculties—the priests and the prophets, 
{ and overtook him in the plains of Jericho; and all his army \ —which are loyal to the principles of justice and right* 
•ft tarn* */»attssmw] frrvTrs m m 'i. ;- r. 

spiritual cortsdousrstiss (Jerusalem), when the will ( 
Zedekiah) has not called upon God for protection. 

chadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army,].•;60seme consciousness? ;, ; t J 
%The will no longer perceives the truth ,^yrts out thaij 

eyesof the king) and its spiritual dominion is ended ( * 

.No; history tells of the return, after seventy years^ 
of a remnant of the children of Israel, and of the slowj 
rehabilitation of Jerusalem. 9 

:Was scattered from him. . CQmmxs 
: !6 .Then they took the king, and carried him up unto the^ 
I king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upori 
1 him. ••& f * . - • • - . ' 

«7 .And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eye»f 
A and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him in 
•: fetters, and carried him to Babylon. $ 
I; 8 .Now in the fifth month, on the seventh day of thai 
I month, which was the nineteenth year of king Nebuchad-j 
* nezzar, king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan the captains 
I of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, untoj 
I Jerusalem. 4 
I 9 .And he burnt the house of Jehovah, and the king>j 

house; and all the houses of Jerusalem, even every great? 
I house, burnt he with fire. i i 
: fXOAnd all the army of the Chaldeans, that were »iin| 
- the captain of die guard, brake down the walls of Jeru* 

salem round about '•'.',$ 
^_ XlAnd the.residue of the people that were left in the? 
.; mtyf and those that fell away, that fell to the king of 
f Babylon, and the residue of the multitude, did NebviS* 

Zaradan the captain of die guard carry away captive - | 
12But die captain of the guard left of the poorest of the, 

land to be vinedressers and husbandmen. ';3| 
\ I--; "J* LESSON INTERPRETATION:. • " ! ' . ^ 4 

i.; What k the principal idea in today's lesson? 3 
T* This lesson illustrates the relation which the witt} 
"j£the king) bears to Divine Justice. The name Zedekiaht 

| means the justice of God. ' * !^ 
| > Who did Zedekiah, the bjng, have such terrihlei 
|| reverses?/ ' • • , - • : •.*-• ./•% 

%-Z Zedekiah was not loyal to Principle. He knew the*' 
)Divme Law, but he did not depend upon it for his del] 
fense.. He made an alliance with Egypt (darkness),} 

* Which weakened his hold on spiritual resources. ; ] 
| I When out thoughts and acts do not conform to the?' 

Lr» of Spirit, what results? •; . ' i 
| j | The judgment, or die exact result of our thoughts, m~ 

JBriaJly expressed in disaster of some kind. .1 
JKv What does the siege and final destruction of Jerusdrft 

i Urn symbolize? • . -life'' K-., t$"M 
| (iilThey symbolize the various movements of sense cots** 

a ffiahylon), in flattering, down the watts ofs 
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June 16, 1929 
I I Kings 25r l -12 I 

W ' S v r -'F™: --S-.' *s"r' '* J* -~ " ^ 
j|§J 1. And It came to pass in'the ninth; 
W&&. of Bis reign, in the tenth .monra* 
|W'ihe- tenth day of. the month,' that 
gNebuchadnezzar king of; Babylon earned 
p e and all his army, against Jerusalem,' 
laud encamped against it; and they built 
ports against it round about. 
||?-,'2. So the city was besieged unto the 
ghieventh year of king Zedekiah. 
lte-3'. On the ninth day of the fourth 
irmpnth the famine was sore in the city, 
Si«o that there was no bread for the peo-
p le of the land. 
P? 4. Then a breach was made in the 
fcity, and all the men of war fled by 
piight by the way of the gate between 
Ethe two walls, which was by the king's 
pjarden (now the Chaldeans were against 
phe city round about); and the king went 
fey the way of the Arabah. 

5. But the army of the Chaldeans pur-
ssued after the king, and overtook him 
In the plains of Jericho; and all his army 
Iwas scattered from him. 

•6. Then they took the king and carried 
up unto- the king of Babylon to 

iblah; and they gave judgment upon 
m. 

i? 7. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah 
^before his eyes, and put out the eyes of 
bZedekiah, and bound him in fetters, and 
parried him to Babylon. 
£•' 8. Now in the fifth month, on the 
peventh day of the month, which was 
s$h.e nineteenth year of king Nebuchad-
Inezzar, king of Babylon, came Nebuzara-
fraan the captain of the guard, a servant 
|of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem. 
H 9. And he burnt the house of Jehovah, 
pnd the king's house; and all the houses 
?«f Jerusalem, even every great house, 
|burnt he with fire. 
| i 10. And all the army of the Chaldeans, 
jjhat were with the captain of the guard, 
Ibrake down the walls of Jerusalem round 
E*bout. 
ft 11. And the residue of the people that 
Sfcrere left in the city, and those that fell 
fgway, that fell to the king of Babylon, 
land the residue of the multitude, did 
fNebuzaradan the captain of the guard 
[carry away captive. 
Iv 12. But the captain of the guard left! 
f»f the poorest of the land to be vine-
dressers and husbandmen. 
:;/'•' What is the principal point in to-
day's lesson? 

fi The principal point in today's les-
i o n is the relation that the will (the 
•Icing) bears to divine justice. The' 
iname Zedekiah means the justice of 
God. 

Why did Zedekiah the king meet 
Such terrible reverses? 
'•• Zedekiah the king met reverses 
because he was not loyal to divine 
principle. He knew the divine law, 
but he did not depend upon it for 
his defense. He made an alliance 
with Egypt (darkness), which weak-
ened his hold on spiritual resources. 

^^hetiApe^cffc* ihoiights antiacte, 
W^n&i:confornt^te the- law af^SMrM 
?u>h%t results?**:: , ]':"' . • •," [.' ;•! 
- When a person's thoughts and: acts 
ffpj not conform to the law of Spirit, 
Jhe meets with, disaster ds the '$\M^ 
a^ent, or -the exact results,: p£/hdsi 
•thbughts;; ":. .; •"; f* :"*>4 
VjWhat do the siege and final del 
'Mruction of Jerusalem symbolize? 
- T h e siege and final destruction of 
1 Jerusalem symbolize the various 
hjovenaents of sense consciousness 
j"^abyion) in the battering down of 
jfpB walls of spiritual consciousness 
| | |«aisalem), which is the natural 
'consequence when the will (King 
^Zedekiah) has not called upon God 
§for protection. 
'pf What happens to the will when it is1 

Wmde captive by sense consciousness? 
f'i The will in captivity no longer per-
ceives the truth (the eyes of the king 
.are-put out) and its spiritual domin-
ion is ended (the king is bound in 
Tetters and is carried in Babylon). 
J •; Does the destruction of Jerusalem 
represent the end of spiritual eon-
iSciousness (the Jews) ? 
I No; history teHs of the return, af-
fter- seventy years, of a remnant of 
the children of Israel, and of the slow 
-rehabilitation of Jerusalem. 
= What is represented by the burning 
.of "the house of .Jehovah, the kihg's 
house; and all the houses of Jeru-
salem" ? 

This conflagration represents the 
consuming fire of sense conscious-
ness, or fleshly lust, which is the fun-
damental cause of physical death. 

Explain the meaning of the break-
ing down of the walls of Jerusalem 
by the army of the Clialdeans. 

The Chaldeans represent the occult 
forces, their spirit being fear, con-
fusion, mystery, and destruction. 
Persons who tamper with occultism 
open the door of consciousness, or 
break down the protective walls of 
spiritual security (Jerusalem), an act 
Much lets in all kinds of thoughts, 
,,of enmity. Persons of this type are-
subject to hallucinations. They think 
That some one is sending them evil 
thoughts. Sometimes their belief 
amounts to an obsession. The remedy 
is to affirm the one Presence and the 
one Power of purity and innocence 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Who inspired the people to return 
to Judah, and what is the metaphys-
ical significance of the return? 

The priests and prophets (man's 
superior faculties, which are always; 

loyal to the principles of justice and 
"righteousness) inspired the people 
'(thoughts) to return to Judah (spir-
itual consciousness) and to reestab-
lish peace and harmony (within tire 
aoul). ' • - ! , . ;.*--..-
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i/ovember 3 , 1335 
I I Kings 25 :1 -12 

1. And it came to pass in the ninth year 
of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth 
day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came, he and all his army, against 
Jerusalem, and encamped against it; and they1 

built forts against it round about. 
2. So the city was besieged unto the 

eleventh year of king Zedekiah. 
3. On the ninth day of the fourth month 

the famine was sore in the city, so that there 
was no bread for the people of the land. . 

4. Then a breach was made in the city,, 
and all the men of war fled by night by the 
way of the gate between the two walls, whichi 
was by the king's garden (now the Chal-i 
deans were against the city round about);; 
and the- king went by the way of the Arabafa.. 

5. But the army of the Chaldeans pur-
sued after the Icing, and overtook him in 
the plains of Jericho; and all his army was 
scattered from him. 

6. Then they took the king,, and carried 
him up unto the king of Babylon to Biblah;; 
and they gave judgment upon him. 

7. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah 
before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zede-
kiah, and bound him in fetters, and carried 
him > to Babylon. 

8. Now in the fifth month, on the seventh, 
day of the month, which was the nineteenth 
year of king Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-
lon, came Nebuzaradan the captain of the 
guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, 
unto Jerusalem. ' \ 

'9. And he burnt the house of Jehovah,.: 
and the king's house; and'all the houses of" 
'Jerusalem, even every great house, burnt hej 
with fire. j 

10. And all the army of the Chaldeans;; 
that- were with the captain of the guard,? 
hrike down the wails of Jerusalem round 
about. " - " ' "* 

11.".And the,residue of the people thafj 
were left in,thecity,.and those that fell away,J 
that fell to die king of Babylon, and the; 
residue of the multitude,, did Nebuzaradan; 
the captain of the guard carry away captive.? 

12. But die captain of the guard left of; 
the poorest of the, land to be. vinedressers 
aruhhusbandmerit -S?- ... •;-'•*!;:'i 

What empowers us to recognize woo? 
is for our, well-beirfg'and happiness? 

Spiritual consciousness alone pos-
sesses this power. - J 

When Nebuzaradan carried away thei 
children of fudah into captivity, herj 
"left of the poorest of the land to be 
vinedressers and husbandmen." Ex-'c 
plain thisstatement. fi 

"When man,, instead of freeing Eds' 
mental powers'through praise, weakens; 
them by indulging in a critical, doml-J 
neering attitude, be reduces his ability\tffi 
.produce anything worth while by spiral 
trail: meats. He thus leaves die realm! 
of true substance (the land of Judah) 1 
unffianlEesied except by inferior merrtafl 
qualities T'the poorest of the land"! B 

.Give the metaphysical meaning of 
Judah and indicate its importance to 
man. 

The word Judah means "praise Je-
hovah." Metaphysically it corresponds 
to prayer and praise. Praise controls 
the manifestation of increase, reveals 
divine love, and quickens all the other 
faculties. Its importance to man is 
therefore past estimating. 

Is it just or right for man to recog-
nize evil as real and to fight it? 

Evil has no abiding permanence or; 
reality, and when man mistakenly; 
recognizes it as real and fights it, he; 
finds himself at cross-purposes with life,,; 
subject to materiality, and without spir-j 
itual ideals. Zedekiah ("justice of; 
Jah") rebelled against the king of Baby4 
Ion (the realm of confusion). 

What does the famine in Jerusalem! 
after nearly two years of siege sym-*. 
bolize? \ 

Man's consciousness of peace (Jeru-; 
salem) is reduced to a state of weak-
ness and negation by strife and resist-
ance against evil. This negative state, 
is symbolized by a famine in the city? 

Name some of the inner forces that 
man at times allows to-threaten his 
peace of mind. i 

The will of sense and die sense in-' 
tellect, unless man is on his guard 
against them, threaten his peace of mind 
by clothing the thought of evil with 
reality. . ~ i 

Is divine justice expressed in the life) 
of every man and woman? \ 

It is, but. not every one recognizes it-
as divine. Nebuzaradan, who "burnt; 
the house of Jehovah," represents aa 
thought activity connected with the? 
sovereignty of the intellect. The in- • 
tellect does not see what comes to man? 
as the effect.of causes he has set in mo-; 
tiOn. Spiritual discernment however, 
makes, this point clear... f',.. .. " ..*?•„ 



J u n e 2 2 1 9 4 7 When peace of mind has a deep | 
I I K i n g s 2 5 : 1 - 1 2 spiritual foundation is it easily dis- 1 

i i • • rupted? 1 
1. And it came to pass in the mnth C T _ . , , - , | 

year of his reign, in the tenth month, in ^ o It is capable of undergoing j 
the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchad- difficult tests. Jerusalem withstood a J 
nezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his state of siege by Nebuchadnezzar for 1 
army, against Jerusalem, and encamped one and one half years. I 
against it; and they built forts against it When can peacg nQ , f bg ^ ^ v 
round about. • - J a , 

2. So the city was besieged unto the fj,f $ 
eleventh year of king Zedekiah. . W h e n all constructive measures | 

3. On the ninth day of the fourth looking toward its maintenance are What does the destruction of ]eru% 
month the famine was sore in the city, so lacking. ("The famine was sore in the salem by pre symbolize? I 
that Aere was no bread for the people of ^ SQ t h a t t h e r e w a s n Q b r e a d f o r T h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f Q u r J 

4. Then a breach was made in the city, the people of the land ") Peace among mind by the operation of ideas that! 
and all the men of war fled by night by m en cannot last unless it is mam- are not centered in Spirit. The "hou l 
the way of the gate between the two walls, tained by those who are responsible of Jehovah," "the king's house " j 
which was by the king's garden (now the for it, and they must work to main- "every exeat hnu^" / ,L~k 1- •' ^ 
Chaldeans were against the city round t a i n : ' m w e ! n 1 ? • / ^ ^ ^ 
about); and the king went by the way of , r / , . . . . , , „ , , P ™ - r ° f * e Spurt in the materi j 
the. Arabah. What is the significance of a "breach world) were burnt with fire (ideas ol 

5. But the army of the Chaldeans pur- . . . in the city"? decay and destruction). | 
sued after the king, and overtook him in A d t y r epr esents a fixed state of Does the use of praise systemati 
the plains of Jericho; and all his army c o n s d o u s n e s s . R e s i s t i n g evil reduces calh ' " creative acts of mind restorl 
was scattered from him. . . , b beace tn «r? rc^ore 

6. Then they took the king, and carried our consciousness of peace to a nega- Peacet0 us/ | 
him up unto the king of Babylon to Riblah; tive state (causes a "famine" in the lt d o e s when we are faithful to ouj 
and they gave judgment upon him. city). Our chief defense against the c o v e nan t to live constructively. 'I 

7. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah i n r 0ads of materiality is thus made I 
before his eyes and put out die eyes of u s e l e $ s , b r e a c h . ^ ^ {n ^ ^ v • | 
Zedekiah, and bound hun in fetters, and * ' .| 
carried him to Babylon. What was the Arabah, and why did J 

8. Now in the fifth month, on the the king go by that way in his at- j 
seventh day of the month, which was the tempted flight from Jerusalem? I 
nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar, T h e A r a b a h . . . ^ a r f d ., „& J 
king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan the . , . , , . v ., , . ,, f 
cap^in of the guard, a servant of the king stfrl e r e g 1 0 ? ) ™? t h ^ l a i n ot, ^ ^ I 
of Babylon, unto Jerusalem. of the Jordan. King Zedekiah (the | 

9. And he burnt the house of Jehovah, will) sought to save his life by cross- | 
and the king's house; and all the houses of ; n g t n e ford of the Jordan at Jericho. § 
Jerusalem^ even every great house, burnt vv7hen t h e w i U s e e k s t o preserve itself | 

' l a And'all the army of the Chaldeans, hY deserting its spiritual abode and j 
that were with the captain of the guard, taking the way of sense consciousness, | 
brake down the walls of Jerusalem round it finds only barrenness or depleted I 
about. vitality. It is easily "captured" by the I 

11. And the residue of the people that n s v c n i c forces i 
were left in the city, and those that fell " m , . ' , , , - , , ! 
away, that fell to the king of Babylon, and What is represented by the Chal- % 
the residue of the multitude, did Nebuzar- deans? % 
adan the captain of the guard carry away T b e pS y chic forces. When we be- f 
caP've'T» . .. . • r .. ^ i , ct come involved with these forces we I 

12. But the captain of the guard left . , , . . . 3 
of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers l o s e c o n t r o 1 o f o u r Spiritual pov^ers -A 
and husbandmen. and our vision of reality. Zedekiah | IT j r i . ± . . , (the will) was forced to witness the I How does our neglect of praise af- \ , , ' , . / . .. , x i . p 6 ' r ; death of his sons (spiritual powers) J 

». . ,_ ... ,. . and to suffer the destruction of his £ It puts us at variance with divine . , , , . • c i -^ \ ^ i J u • • t u- -i- ^ sight (vision ot reality). I 
law and brings us into captivity to b v ' s 
material forces. ! 

How is praise represented in this 
lesson? 

By Judah, with its capital city of 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem represents peace, 
an inner state that is maintained by 
the habit of praising and giving thanks 
for our blessings. 


