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June 8 , 1947 
I I Kings 2 2 : 1 0 , 11 

10. And Shaphan the scribe told the 
king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath de-
livered me a book. And Shaphan read it 
before the king. 

11. And it came to pass, when the king 
had heard the words of the book of the 
law, that he rent his clothes. 
' What does the "book of the lav/' 

symbolize? 
It symbolizes the intuitive percep-

tion of the divine law of life. 
Why was the book of the law read 

by Shaphan the scribe to King Josiah? 
Shaphan ("covered," "hidden") 

represents the consciousness of law 
that provides the inner rule of action, 
obedience to which leads to higher and 
better things by a process of mental 
and physical evolution. Josiah ("whom 
Jehovah supports") represents loyalty 
to Truth in the consciousness that is 
seeking to make at-one-ment with 
God. In doing so it follows the inner 
rule of action leading to higher and 
better things. 

How is the importance of*his inner 
rule of action brought out in1 this 
lesson? 

In the statement that Shaphan, the 
scribe, read the book of the law twice. 
After receiving it from Hilkiah, the 
high priest, who had found it Shaphan 
read it to himself. Next he read the 
book to Josiah, the king. Finally the 
king read it to the people.-

What is the significance of the state-
ment that "when the king had heard 
the words of the book of the law . . . 
he rent his clothes"? 

The king expressed his despair at 
the failure of the Children of Israel to 
observe the law. When the will is 
reminded by the voice of conscience 
that the thoughts it controls or directs 
have not been in accord with Truth, 
the law of God, it is in despair, for it 
sees nothing ahead but failure. 

Instead of despair what constructive 
action is indicated as desirable? 

A change of heart is indicated, 
rather than despair over past wrong-
doing. "Rend your heart, and not your 
garments, and turn unto Jehovah your 
God." 

lept'emb-jr 7, 1930 
II "in en 23:1-3 

1. And the king sent, and they 
gathered unto him all the elders of Judah 
and of Jerusalem. 

2. And the king went up to the house 
of Jehovah, and all the men of Judah 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with 
him, and the priests, and the prophets, 
and all the people, both small and great: 
and he read in their ears all the words 
of the book of the covenant which was 
found in the house of Jehovah. 

3. And the king stood by the pillar, 
and made a covenant before Jehovah, to 
walk after Jehovah, and to keep his com-
mandments, and his testimonies, and his 
statutes, with all his heart, and all his 
soul, to confirm the words of this cove-
nant that were written in this book: and 
all the people stood to the covenant. 

wrier! are we aoie to marshal all 
our faculties into line? 

When we realize fully that "life is 
a glorious adventure of the spirit," 
we marshal all our faculties into line 
and dedicate ourselves to the true 
work of living. In other words, we 
enter into the spirit of the adventure 
with keen zest, whole-heartedly deter-
mined to get out of it all that it holds 
for us. ... . 
" "The king stoodTby th~e pillar" while-, 
he read the book of the law to the mul-
titude. What is the significance o/j 
this statement? j 

A pillar is a support of something! 
great or massive. Josiah (the will to 
do right) stands by or indorses the uni-
versal law of righteousness. The en-
lightened will strengthens our resolve 
to keep the law. „_ 

i "All the people stood po the coved 
•nant" that Josiah made with Jehovahi 
What is meant by this sentence? 

"People" here represent thoughts,.1 

and the statement shows that the will' 
to do right, if it is to be effective, must 
have the support of the thought life or! 
inmost convictions of man. * '% 

In the work we must complete in-
order to join forces with Truth, does:, 
denial form a part? J 

Denial is necessary to the work of 1 
clearing the subconscious mind e&ilsf 
acciim^ .standards/; 
retaken ideas, 'i _ . * ^ , I ., 
^Agoes, thft-rejerence to, y tn, atsa% 
'§jfjlfc[bdifn^ 
'^^'^dfp^ithp'irtooni :"'a7id to" the? 
• Pitts','and to all the host of heaven% 
cpfipain current meaning and applied^, 
tidn? . • . J -

The reference.is applicable in so faurj 
as it describes man's allegiance to, the 
merely physical side of life and nature,;! 
Hejs to. renounce his allegiance to hiaj 
terial things and replace it with 'the-
realization of the spiritual law at bbcl 
center of bis being. In so doing jbejj 
J ^ p s t h e Passpyervi •.:-• J;: i''-*:'•• ,a-jM 



5 16. Thus saith Jehovah, Behold I will bring 
I evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants 

thereof, even all the words of the book which 
' the king of Judah hath read. 

>-- 170 Because they have forsaken me, and have 
burned incense unto other gods, that they might 
provoke me to anger with all the work of their 

I hand3, therefore my wrath shall be kindled 
against this place, and it shall not be quench-

t e-d. 

I 13. But unto the king of Judah, who sent you 
j to inquire of Jehovah, thus shall ye say to 
! him, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: As 
§ touching the words which thou hast heard, 

I 19. 3ecause thy heart was tender, and thou 
J didst humble thyself before Jehovah, when thou 

heardest what I spake against this place, and 
J against the inhabitants thereof, that they should 
I become a desolation and a curse, and hast 
| rent thy clothes, and wept efore me; I also 

have heard thee, saith Jehovah. 

v 20. Therefore, behold, I will gather thee to 
\ thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to 
| thy grave in peace, neither shall thine eyes 

see all the evil which I will bring upon this 
place. And they brought the king word again. 

•f- INTERPRETATION 

I We have spoken of the kingdom of Judah as 
| standing for the spiritual thought—the higher 
I Spiritual. Any one of Judah's kings represents 
I some definite state of mind dominant in the 
| individual, who professes to be functioning 
f on the Spiritual plane, whether or not he is 

true to the Spiritual. Thus Hezekiah was true, 
and therefore prosperous, while Manasseh was 
false to the Spiritual, and was carried 

i;; captive to Babylon, but when he repented and 
turned to the Lord, he was again restored to 

j his kingdom. So when one has attained to this 
| Spiritual eminence-, If, through departing from 
f the Lord, he finds himself in bondage of 
i affliction, he may, by changing his thought 

to obedience to Truth (repentance), be freed 
\ from bondage and restored to hi3 Jerusalem of 
I peace. All these varied experiences he may 

have, even though not understanding the law 
| of the Lord by which thought is brought into 
| expression. 
%i .3. But there come3 a time, when "the law is 

found In the house of the Lord" (in the 
Spiritual consciousness); according to which 
error thoughts will be just as faithfully and 
truly externalized as true thoughts by the 
same Law of the Lord. 



V 

1 
9. This law of expression may be discovered 
while you are attending to the matter of 
repairing your body-temple through the agency 
of thought in appropriating Wisdom (disbursing 
the silver) See verses 4 to 8. 
10-11. When you are made fully aware of the 
infallibility of the law—its terrors for » 
evildoers, because all error thoughts must | 
in time be outpictured in body or environment | 
—you may well "rend your clothes" in alarm . f 
at the prospect. I 

12-13. You may well "inquire of the Lord" f 
concerning this Law; for law is unmerciful and 
far reaching, reaching back to your earliest J 
years of thought ("fathers.") And while you 
have often found relief from present distress 
by repentance and obedience, yet you know that | 
sometime you are liable to reap the bitter I 
fruits of your past sowing, because you "did / 
not hearken to the words of this book." : 

14-17. By appealing to the prophets you will 
find no escape from the ultimate penalty of | 
law, which is physical death; because, if | 
you have received spiritual illumination £ 
(of the kingdom of Judah), your sins of | 
idolatry are 3ins against the Holy Ghost, | 
which "hath never forgiveness"; it must v 
sometime work its ultimate consequence— 1 
death. The "wrath kindled against this place f 
shall not be quenched."--the law must work out ^ 
its results; if wantonly you have sinned ; 
against Light. h 
18-20. The name of this king, Josiah, sig- * 
nifies, "God is my healer"; and through the 
gravest sins — sins against illumination—must ; 
ultimately bring their full penalty of death; I 
still through repentance and obedience to § 
the Law of Truth, you may realize "God as 
your healer", and prolong your days, and ? 
finally "be gathered to thy grave in peace." 
But the Law of the Lord must ultimately f 
work out its legitimate end. You may defer '; 
it; but you cannot escape it. 
If, however, you have not sinned against the •'. 
illuminating Light of the Spirit, but have I 
walked in obedience to Truth, you may then \ 
escape death through the regenerating power | 
of Truth; because the same unfailing Law will i 
bring into expression the eternal thoughts of 
Truth and Life, which you have committed ] 
to its keeping. | 
UNITY marazine 
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i September 7 , 1930 
I I Kings 22r 1 ,2 ,3 

1. Josiah was eight years old when he 
| began to reign; and he reigned thirty 

and one years in Jerusalem: and his 
mother's name was Jedidah the daughter 

„. of Adaiah of Bozkath. 
.; 2. And he did that which was right in 
I the eyes of Jehovah, and walked in all 
i the way of David his father, and turned 

not aside to the right hand or to the left. 
8. And Hilkiah the high priest said 

unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found 
the book of the law in the house of Je-
hovah. And Hilkiah delivered the book 
to Shaphan. and he read it. 

What is the meaning of the name 
Josiah ? 

The meaning of Josiah is "whom 
Jehovah supports." We may say that 
Josiah signifies that phase of con-
sciousness which connects itself with 
Spirit and tries to carry out the di-
vine plan, to substitute Being for 
seeming. 

Define the name Jedidah. 
Jedidah means "beloved; delightful 

one." We may liken her to the fem-
inine aspect of the love faculty in the 
individual, or to the soul established 
in the love of God. The soul, when 

\ it sets its love on God, brings forth 
Josiah, "whom Jehovah supports," or 
the consciousness of- the sustaining 
power of Spirit in all conduct that 
conforms to spiritual law. 

Does a full comprehension of Truth 
I spring into the mind suddenly ? 
I No. We may readily gain the first 
| concept of the truth of our being, bi 
| Truth in its entirety does not 

into the mind suddenly. Josial; 
very young when he .ascene, 

] throne in Jerusalem, and 
I manhood after he had, 
'• claimed king. We also may ascend 
I the throne of Truth before we master 
I the entire law. 

What is the metaphysical meaning 
of Hilkiah, the priest? 

| Hilkiah, the priest, means "my porr 
tion is Jehovah." By complete con-

I secration of this inner power, the in-
| tuitional faculty is able to perform 
| its true function and to bring home 
|: to us the fact that our entire life is 
I amenable, to spiritual law. 

•• 

•• 



December 4, 1898 
II Kings 22;8-20 

8. And Hilkiah the high priest said unto 
Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of 
the law in the house of Jehovah. And Hilkiah 
delivered the book to Shaphan, and he read it. 

9. And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, 
and brought the king word again, and said, Thy 
servants have emptied out the money that was 
found in the house and have delivered it into 
the hand of the workmen that have the over-
sight of the house of Jehovah. 

10. And Shaphan the scribe told the king, 
saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me 
a book. And Shaphan read it before the king. 

11. And it came to pass,, when the king had 
heard the words of the book of the law, that 
he rent his clothes. 

12. And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, 
and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the 
son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and 
Isaiah the king's servant, saying 

13. Go ye, inquire of Jehovah for me, and for 
the people, and for all Judah, concerning the 
words of this book that is found; for great y 
is the wrath of Jehovah that is kindled against | 
us, because our fathers have not hearkened § 
unto the words of this book, to do according f 
unto all that which is written concerning us. | 

14. So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and | 
Achbor, and Shaphan, and Isaiah, went unto | 
Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum P 
the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper | 
of the wardrobe (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in 
the second quarter); and they communed with 
her. 

15. And she said unto them, Thus saith Jehovah, 
the God of Israel: Tell ye the man that sent 
you unto me, 
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