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i I Sam. 1 3 : 5 - 7 

5. And the Philistines assembled them-
selves together to fight with Israel, thirty 
thousand chariots, arui&ix thousand horse-
men, and people as the sand which is on 

| the sea-shore in multitude: and they came 
* up, and encamped in Michmash, eastward 
i or Beth-aven. 
I 6. When the men of Israel saw that 
I they were in a strait (for the people were 
| distressed), then the people did hide them-
| selves in caves, and in thickets, and in 
i rocks, and in coverts, and in pits. 
| 7. Now some of the Hebrews had gone 
I over the Jordan to the land of Gad and 
i Gilead; but as for Saul, he was yet in 

Gilgal, and all the people followed him 
trembling. 

What do the Philistines with their 
chariots and horsemen as well as their 
armed infantry represent? 

They represent the forces of error, 
which to the higher instincts (Chil-
dren of Israel) seem formidable if 
not irresistible. 

What does the fact that the He-
brews had been disarmed by the Philis-
tines and were seemingly defenseless 
before their array of force signify? 

In personal consciousness doubt of 
our ability to prove equaf to our prob-
lems overwhelms us. We are afraid 
of appearances, unsure of our strength 
and efficiency, and we fail to exercise 
the dominion over our world that 
would free us to live the abundant 
life. 

When we are faced with over-, 
whelming odds, outwardly, what is 
our final recourse? 

We are driven back upon the pow-
er of our inner resources, and have to 
develop what has hitherto been latent 
in consciousness in order to survive. 

Why is Truth sufficient to deliver us 
from our straits or crises? 

Because Truth acts through uncon-
querable faith, love, and wisdom, it 
is strong enough to prevail over all 
the forces of error. 


