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Ju ly 3 1 , 1904 
I Kings 16:23-33 

23. In the thirty and first year cf Asa king of Judah began 
Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years: six years reigned he in 
Tirzah. 

24. And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents 
of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of the city which 
he built, after the name of Shemer, owner of the hill, Samaria. 

25. But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did 
worse than all that were before him. 

26. For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke 
the Lord God of Israel to anger with their vanities. 

27. Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his 
might that he showed, are they not written in the book of. the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

28. So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria: 
and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. 

29. And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah 
began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the 
son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two years, 

30. And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the 
Lord above all that were before him. 

31. And it came 'o pass, as if it had been a light thing for him 
to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to 
wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and 
went and served Baal, and worshipped him. 

32. And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, 
which he had built in Samaria. 

33. And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke 
the Lord God of Israel to anger tjtan all the kings of Israel 
that were before him. 

GOLDEN TEXT—Righteousness exalteth a nation; 
but sin is a reproach to any people. — Prov. 14:34.. 

Omri means like a sheaf, and symbolizes that phase 
of consciousness in which the ruling thought is not 
in Truth, but outside of it. When the centre of 
identity drops from Spirit to a recognition of form as 
the real, an entire change of character ensues. The 
thoughts of the outer world are the basis of action, 
and life becomes a kind of •* fool's paradise." 

In the beginning this reign has its pleasant aspects. 
"Six years reigned he in Tirzah." (Tirzah means 

delight.} But the foundation being outside of Truthi 
the thoughts and acts wander farther and farther into 
error. Omri bought the hill Samaria, which means 
an exaltation of personality, and set up a city, or 
centre there. He walked in the way of Jeroboam, 
who symbolizes that which his name implies—"the 
people are adverse." This all illustrates a certain 
phase of intellectual rulerjhip in which the One True 
God of Reality is ignored, and a lot of secondary 
deities substituted. Baal means lord, and it was the 
besetting sin of the ancient Hebrews to apply this to; 
things formed instead of the formless. This tendency 
is still prevalent among followers of the Hebrews. 
All concepts of God less than Universal Mind are 
Baal. Whoever believes in a personal god is a 
worshipper of Baal, because he makes an image of 
that which is "without body, parts or passions." 
A personal god leads to a materialization of religion 
in all its aspects. When the mind is centred in the 
outer realm of consciousness where the thoughts, or 
"people," are adverse to God, it retrogrades until 
that whole state of consciousness goes to pieces. 
This retrogression is by stages from bad to worse. 
Omri was a little worse than any that had preceded 
him, but he was followed by Ahab, his son, who 
provoked more opposition, or "anger," of the True 
Law than all the kings of Israel that were before him. 

Ahab's pinnacle of sin was marrying Jezebel, who 
represents the animal soul of unbridled passions of 
sense consciousness. When this union of the ruling 
identity in the intellect and the licentious desires of 
the body is complete, the whole man is involved in 
error. This is rearing an altar for Baal in the house 
of Baal. 

But the reign of these error states of conscious-
ness is temporary, and there is an undercurrent of 
Truth constantly at work, deep in the man that finally 
brings him to his senses. Omri and Ahab passed 
away; Jezebel met a violent death. The prophets of 
BaaLwere destroyed in a bunch, by Eliiah. the. fierv 
•Word of God, and Israel was redeemed. So man 
comes out of his error into the Truth, and harmony is 
restored in mind and body. 
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23. 1B the thirty end Srtt year of Asa bag of Jodah began 
Ooui to reign over Israel, and reigned twelve years: nz years reigned 
he in Tirzah. 

24. And he bought the hill of Samaria of SIretner for two talents 
of silver; and he built on the hill, and called the name of the city 
which he built, after the name of Shemer. the owner of the hill, 
Samaria. 

25. And Omri did thnt which was evil in die sight of Jehovah, 
; and dealt wickedly above all that were before him. 

26. For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebei, 
. and in his sins wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke Jehovah, 
:the God of Israel, to anger with their vsnitiee. 

27. Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and hit 
might that he showed, are they not written in the book of the chron-
icler of the kings of Israel? 

• 28. So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria; 
'and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. 

29. And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah 
began Ahab the ton of Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son 
of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two years. 

30. And Ahab the son of Omri did that which was evil in the 
sight of Jehovah above ell that were before him. 

31. And it came to pass, at if it had been a light thing for him 
' to walk in the tint of Jeroboam the ton of Nebat, that he took to wife 
Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidoniant, and went and 
served Baal, and worshipped him. 

32. And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, 
which he had built in Samaria. 

33. And Ahab made the Asherah; and Ahab did yet more to 
; provoke Jehovah, the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings of 
; Israel that were before him. 

^ * Omri means hire a sheaf, and symbolizes that phase of 
consciousness in. which: the rulin«..feugfe1js_m* m JTruJm, 
but outside of i t When the center of identity drops from 
Spirit to a recognition of form as the real, an entire change 
of character ensues—the thoughts of the outer world are 
the basis of action, and life becomes a kind of "fool's par-
adise." 

In the beginning this reign has its pleasant aspects. 
"Six years reigned he in Tirzah." (Tirzah means delight.) 
But the foundation being outside of Truth, the thoughts and 
acts wander farther and farther into error. Omri bought 
the hill Samaria, which means an exaltation of personality, 
and set up a city, or center, there. He walked in die way 
of Jeroboam, who symbolizes tbat which his name implies— 
"the people are adverse." This all illustrates a certain 
phase of intellectual rulership in which the One True God 
of Reality is ignored, and a lot of secondary deities are sub-
stituted. Baal means lord, and it was the besetting sin of 
the ancient Hebrews to apply this to things formed instead 
of the formless. This tendency is still prevalent among fol-
lowers of the Hebrews. AH concepts of God less than Uni-
versal Mind are Baal. Whoever believes in a personal god 
is a worshiper of Baal, because he makes an image of that 
which is "without body, parts or passions." A personal 
god leads to a materialization of religion in all its aspects. 
When the mind is centered in the outer realm of conscious-
ness, where the thoughts or "people" are adverse to God, it 
retrogrades until that whole state of consciousness goes te 
pieces. This retrogression is by stages, from bad to worse. 
Omri was a little worse than any that had preceded him, 
but he was followed by Ahab, his son, who provoked more 
opposition or "anger" of the True Law than all the kings of 
Israel that were before him. 

Ahab's pinnacle of sin was marrying Jezebel, who 
represents the animal soul of unbridled passions of sense con-
sciousness. When this union of the ruling identity in the 
intellect and the licentious desires of the body is complete, 
the whole man is involved in error. This is rearing an altar 
for Baal in the house of Baal. 

But the reign of these error states of consciousness is 
temporary, and there is an undercurrent ot 1 ruth constantly 
at work, deep in the man, that finally brings him to his 
senses. Omri and Ahab passed away; Jezebel met a vio-
lent death. The prophets of Baal were destroyed in a 
bunch by Elijah, the fiery word of God, and Israel was re-
deemed. So the higher principle in man erases the thoughts 
of error, and harmony in mind and body is restored. 
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I King316:23-33 

2 3 In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah be-
gan Omri to reign over Israel, and reigned twelve years: 
six years reigned he in Tirzah. 
2 4 And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two 
talents of silver; and he built on the hill, and called the 
name of the city which he built, after the name of Shemer, 
the owner of the hill, Samaria. 
2 5 And Omri did that which was evil in the sight of Je-
hovah, and dealt wickedly above all that were before him. 
2 6 for he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, and in his sins wherewith he made Israel to sin, to 
provoke Jehovah, the God of Israel, to anger with their 
vanities. 
2 7 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his 
might that he showed, are they not written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 
2 8 So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in 
Samaria; and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. 
2 9 And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah 
began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel; and Ahab 
the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and 
two year*. 
3 0 And Ahab the son of Omri did that which was evil in 
the sight of Jehovah above all that were before him. 
3 1 And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for 
him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that 
he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of 
the Sidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped 
him. 
3 2 And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of 
Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 
33And Ahab made the Asherah; and Ahab did yet more 
to provoke Jehovah, the God of Israel, to anger than all 
the kings of Israel that were before him. 

LESSON INTERPRETATION 

What does "Israel," as Toe read of it in this lesson, 
represent? 

"Israel" is the name of the kingdom made up of the 
ten tribes which withdrew from "Judah." "Israel" in 
this sense represents man's intellectual activities, 

What, in consciousness, does "Omri," ruler of Is-
rael represent? 

"Chriri" means like a sheaf, and symbolizes that 
phase of consciousness in which the ruling thought is not 
in Truth, but outside of it 

What is the meaning of "Omri bought the hill of 
Samaria"? 

"Omri bought the lull of Samaria" means that the 
ruling thought of the intellect, being outside of Truth, 
exalts the personality. 

What follows this exaltation of personality? 
The exaltation of personality leads to more worship 

of false gods. "Baal," meaning "lord," represents wor-
ship of things formed instead of formless Spirit Those 
who believe in a personal god are worshippers of Baal 
They should learn to go back of the realm of things, 
that they may come in touch with God who is Spirit, 
Mind, Cause, Omnipresent 

What is the result, in consciousness, of giving the 
substance of thought to the world of form? , 

When the dominant thoughts of mind are given 
over to the seeming delights and pleasures that come 
with worldly power, material possessions and friend-
ships on the personal plane, the man degenerates. 
"Omri slept with his fathers," etc 

i Who becomes ruler after the death of Omri? 
"Ahab," son of "Omri," becomes ruler after his 

father's death. "Ahab" is the intellect that has 
dropped to the level of sense worship. "Ahab" mar-
ried "Jezebel" who represents the animal soul of un-
bridled passions and desires. When this union of forces 
takes place the whole man is involved in error. 

How is man resurrected from this retrogression? 
"Omri" and "Ahab" passed away; the intellectual 

man cannot endure the coarser expressions of the senses. 
• "Jezebel" met a violent death; the throes of passion and 
'appetites burn themselves out. "Elijah" destroys the 
prophets of Baal; the quickening, fiery Word of Truth 
sets up its activity, revealing the higher principle of 
man's being, and erasing the thoughts of error. Har-
mony in mind and body results. 
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1 23. In the thirty and first year of Asa 
king of Judah began Omri to reign over 
Israel, and reigned twelve years: six years 
reigned he in Tirzah. 

24. And he bought the hill Samaria of 
Shemer for two talents of silver; and he 
built on the hill, and called the name of the 
city which he built, after the name of 
Shemer, the owner of the hill, Samaria. 

25. And Omri did that which was evil 
in the sight of Jehovah, and dealt wicked-
ly above all that were before him. 

26. For he walked in all the way of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his 
sins wherewith he made Israel to sin, to 
provoke Jehovah, the God of Israel, to 
anger with their vanities. 

27. Now the rest of the acts of Omri 
which he did, and his might that he 
showed, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

28. So Omri slept with his fathers, and 
was buried in Samaria; and Ahab his son 
reigned in his stead. 

30. And Ahab the son of 
Omri did that which was evil 
in the sight of Jehovah above 
all that were before him. 

What kings mentioned in the les-
son expressed the negative qualities of 
the objective consciousness? 

Omri and Ahab. Both these kings 
"did that which was evil in the sight 
of Jehovah." These kings represent 
the state of discord that results when 
the true spiritual source of life is not 
recognized. 

What will unite the nations into one 
world? 

A common will and understanding 
among men, based on the truth that 
all men are children of the one God. 
Such a center of unification is neces-
sary when leaders arise to inspire all 
men to think and act as one. 

How can each of us help to hasten 
the day when all men shall be one in 
mind, will, and understanding? 

By affirming and believing that the 
day is at hand, and by giving thanks 
for it. As we thus work we help to 
bring oneness into realization. 

Has the individual a center of uni-
fication that compares with that of 
society or of a nation? 

Yes. With the individual it is the 
I AM. Through this means the individ-
ual integrates his forces with his 
ideals. As men individually realize 
their oneness with God through the I 
AM, so men collectively will eventually 
realize their oneness with God arid 
with one another. 

What is the mightiest ideal of which 
the human heart can conceive? 

The ideal of God. Around this ideal 
rally the forces that transform life 
and the world. 

May 1 3 , 1 9 4 5 
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% 30. And Ahab the son of Omri did that 
'which was evil in the sight of Jehovah 
= above ail that were before him. 
; 31. And it came to pass, as if it had 
been a light thing for him to walk in the 
itns of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that 

she took to wife Jezebel the daughter of 
Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went 
and served Baal, and worshipped him. 

32. And he reared up an altar for Baal 
in the house of Baal which he had built 
in Samaria. 

33. And Ahab made the Asherah; and 
Ahab did yet more to provoke Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, to anger than ail the kings 
of Israel that were before him. 

What meaning attaches to the word 
Baal? 

Baal means "lord." Among the na-
tives of ancient Palestine it was the 
name given to the local ruling deity 
whose form they worshiped. Baal sym-
bolizes a materialistic conception of 
God. 

What forms of negation or evil are 
to be avoided in Ahab and fezebel? 

Error states of cconsciousness on the 
level of the senses, chiefly the intellect 
whose forces are wrongly directed. A 
person of intelligence who gives his 
energies to the planning and doing 
of evil is a greater menace to the peace 
and well-being of others than is the 
foolish person who does evil because 
he knows no better. 
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30. And Ahab the son of Omri did that which was evil in 
the sight of Jehovah above all that were before him. 

y— 31. And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing 
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 

| that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of 
I the Sidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him. 
I 32. And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of 
| Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 
I 33. And Ahab made the Asherah; and Ahab did yet 
I more to provoke Jehovah, the God of Israel, to anger than 
I ail the kings of Israel that were before him. 
I f ~~God is Spirit; mweforewe are tme worshipers bnly 
| as we understand and enter into the Spirit of truth, the: 
I Spirit of all good, and express that Spirit in our dailyi 
| life. Ahab, who did- more evil than ail the kings who; 
1 went before him, represents error states of consciousness 
I or the intellect that has fallen to the level of sense 
I . worship. Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, is a type of extreme 
1 ,evil states of .cx>nsdoumess_on the sense plane^Suefi 
I states are completely divorced from Truth, which they 
I cannot know. Th?man who kills another and.who is 
I condemned to die for murder may, as the date of his 
* execution draws near, believe that he is converted and 
I will be pardoned. If he received a pardon from the 
I governor of jhe State in which he was condemned to 
J die, such a man might return to the kind of life he leef 
| before sentence was passed on him and commit other: 
* murders. The Spirit of truth must enter into the heart 

before it can save a man from himself or save society; 
I"" from him. He must be tme in himself, and when he isj 
I safe from evil both from within and from without.. ,""', 
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