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i. And David assembled all the princes of Israel, the princes 

of the tribe, and the captains of the companies that ministered, 
to the king by course, and the captains over the thousands, and 
captains over the hundreds, and the stewards over all the 
substance aud possession ol the king, and of his sons, with the 
officers, and with the mighty men, and with all the valiant men, 
unto Jerusalem. 

2. Then David the king stood up upon his feet, and said,' 
Hear me, my brethren, and my people: as for me, I had in mine 
heart to buiid a house of rest for the ark of covenant of the Lord, 
and for the footstool of our God, and had made ready for the 
building: 

3. But God said unto me, Thou shalt not build a bouse for 
mv name, because thou hast beea a man of war, and hast shed 
blood. 

4. Howbeit the Lord God of Israel chose me before all the 
house of my father to be king over Israel for ever: for He hath: 
chosen Judah to be the ruler; and of the house of Judah. the house 
of my father; and among the sons of my father he liked me to make 
me king over all Israel. 

5. And of all my sons (for the Lord hath given me many 
sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of 
the kingdom of the Lord over Israel. 

6 And he said unto me, Solomon thy son, heshall build my 
house and my courts: for I have chosen him to be my son, and T 
will be his father. 

7. Moreover I will establish his kingdom for ever, if he be 
constant to do my commandments and my judgments, as at this 
day. 

8. Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel the congregation 
of the Lord, and in the audience of oar God, keep and seek for 
all the commandments of the Lord your God: that ye may possess 
this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for your children 
after you for ever. 

9. And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy 
father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing; 
mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth ail 
the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, be will be 
found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for 
ever. 

10. Take heed now; for the Lord hath chosen thee to build a: 
bouse for the sanctuary, be strong, and do i t . j 

David had gathered immense sums of gold and 
silver, worth hundreds of millions of dollars, besides 
iron and brass beyond counting, and cedar from Mt. 
Lebanon, and marble building stones, according to 
I. Chronicles, 22d chapter, for the purpose of building 
a great temple. But God said, "Thou shalt not 
build a house for'my name, because thou hast been 
a man of war, and hast shed blood." 

It is found by students of mental forces that Love 
is the great magnet of the mind—that it draws to the 
individual the thought-elements that are built into 
the consciousness and form the basis of character, 
and body. . Those who have not stu lied and experi- i 
mented with the thought-energies, working in and 
through the various brain and nerve centres in the 
body, can have no concept of the power which they 
exert. Their office is to build a perfect body, the 
temple of the living God. The work is done under 
law, and when that law is complied with, man 
produces the glorious body of Jesus Christ. 

Love is the magnet of the soul through which we 
attract the thought-things necessary to this perfect 
temple. Thus David provided the material for the 
Temple which it was hoped .would, become the perma-
nent abiding place of the Lord. Tents and tabernacles 
ihad been provided in the past, but now the time had 
[arrived when a more permanent structure could bet-
(erected. These perishable bodies of oars are the: 
["tents*? referred to. The spirit and life o£ Deity 
inhabits them for a time, bait because we do. not! 
apply ourselves to the building of a temple fit for the 
[Lord, these soon pass out of oar consciousness and' 
the body disintegrate*. But every attempt at right 

body building is a help to the final construction.! 
Because we fail in any single incarnation, or in renj 
thousand for that matter, is no sign that we should! 
not succeed in the end. We are all the time either] 
gathering forces and substances that enter into! 
character aud body, or dissipating them. Thus thel 
necessity of cultivating the soul-liie. "Wha t does] 
it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose: 
his own soul? " • 

Love, the magnet, attracts the elements of Being: 
to us, bat it cannot build them into body and soul 
without observing the law of harmony and order that 
enters into all structures. Violence and destruction, 
are not constructive. David could gather the 
materials, but because he was a man of war he could 
not put up the structure. The David of violence had 
to be succeeded by another kind of thought in order 
to be constructive. The name of that thought, or son,! 

was Solomon. This name means " T h e Peaceful,"1 

and is still common in the East in the form of 
Suleiman. 

David announces to the whole consciousness, 
verse 1, this new ruler, Peace. In order to build 
according to Divine law, we must pervade the whole 
man with affirmations of peace and order. ' ' The king 
stood up upon his feet and said, Hear me." Here 
is represented the force of a mental statement founded 
upon right understanding. When we know the Truth 
we make our statements with an authority born of 
conviction. When you are in doubt about a propo-
sition you sit and sway your body back and forth in 
ind'cision, but when you are sure, stand upon your 
feet, erect in mind and body, and boldly say your 
true words. 

Solomon, the Thought of Peace, must be" 
dilligent in serving the Lord, or higher law. He 
must have the "perfect heart" and "willing mind" 
in order to continue in the favor of the Lord. After 
we have decided to forsake all our violence and anger 
in. thought and act we have only begun the process* 
If we fall short in our service of the Peaceful Law7it 
will by its very nature desert us. Peace is the Divine 
Builder, and it can work only where peaceful thought-
forces are dominant. We must also know that God! 
has given us the strength and power to build this: 

temple fit for His permanent abode. "Bestronsr and 
doit." S' 
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