
September 28, 1947 
Eccles. 12:1-8 

1. Remember also thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, before the evil days 
come, and the years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; 

2. Before the sun, and the light, and the 
moon, and the stars, are darkened, and the 
clouds return after the rain; 

3. In the day when the keepers of the 
house shall tremble, and the strong men 
shall bow themselves, and the grinders 
cease because they are few, and those that 
look out of the windows shall be dark-
ened, 

4. And the doors shall be shut in the 
street; when the sound of the grinding is 
low, and one shall rise up at the voice of a 
bird, and all the daughters of music shall 
be brought low; 

5. Yea, they shall be afraid of that 
which is high, and terrors shall be in the 
way; and the almond-tree shall blossom, 
and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and 
desire shall fail; because man goeth to his 
everlasting home, and the mourners go 
about the streets: 

6. Before the silver cord is loosed, or 
the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher 
is broken at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at the cistern, 

7. And the dust returneth to the earth 
as it was, and the spirit returneth unto God 
who gave it. 

8. Vanity of vanities, saith the Preach-
er; all is vanity. 

Is curiosity concerning various sys-
tems of religious faith justifiable if it 
is carried to the point of adopting each 
system in turn by ivay of proving it? 

Experimentation in matters of such 
vital importance as religious faith is 
unjustifiable. Deep conviction is the 
only justification of change. 

On what does satisfaction in life 
depend? 

On the loyal expression of our true 
self. He whose consciousness is of the 
intellect cannot find satisfaction in the 
pleasures of sense. Neither can he who 
is conscious chiefly of spiritual things 
be satisfied with purely intellectual ex-
pression. Each must be true to his own 
bent while working to attain a higher 
state of consciousness. 

What is the result of experimenta-
tion in both wisdom and folly at one 
and the same time? 

A sense of the futility and meaning-
lessness of life. 
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Eccles. 12: 13, 14 
13. This is the end of the matter; all 

hath been heard: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments; for this is the whole duty 
of man. 

14. For God will bring every work into 
judgment, with every hidden thing, 
whether it be sood, or whether it be evil. 

What gives the satisfaction wai 
makes life an experience of unalloyed 
blessing? 

A conviction that the Christ is the 
animating Spirit of the universe and 
that we are one with that Spirit; that 
for us "to live is Christ." 


