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11. For this commandment which I 
command thee this day, it is not too 
hard for thee, neither is it far off. 

12. It is not in heaven, that thou 
shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to 
heaven, and bring it unto us, and make us 
to hear it, that we may do it? 

13. Neither is it beyond the sea, that 
thou shouldest say, Who shall go over 
the sea for us, and bring it unto us, 
and make us to hear it, that we may do 
it? 

14. But the word is very nigh unto thee, 
in thy mouth, 
maye s t do it. 

and in thy heart, that thou 

h 
15. See, I have set before thee this day 
life and good, and death and evil; 

16. in this I command thee this day to 
love Jehovah tny i-*.d, to walk in hi a ways, 
ana co keep his statutes and his ordinances 
that thou mayest live and multiply, and 
that Jehovah thy God may bless thee in 
the land whither thou goest to possess it. 
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17. But if thy heart turn away, and thou 
wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, 
and worship other gods, and serve them; 

13. I denounce unto you this day, that ye 
shall surely perish; ye shall not prolong 
your days in the land, whither thou pas-
seth over the Jordan to go in to possess 
it. 

19. I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day, that I have set 
before thee life and death, the blessing 
and the curse: therefore choose life, that 
ithou mayest live, thou and thy seed; 
L 

20. to love Jehovah thy God, and to cleave 
unto him; for he is thy life, and the 
length of thy days; that thou mayest dwell 
in the land which Jehovah sware unto thy 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.. 
to give them. 
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In order to love and obey God we must realize 
the presence and character of Spirit. "T t is not 

it t d ffi T b e h ' e V e t b a t S p i " ' i s -visible deny 
it and affirm Spirit to be the very substance of visb 
bihty "Neither is it far off." If y o u t h i n k £ 

foS ^ d T ' H eny-it; a0daffirm ^ P""«*5 
S p n t , and God as indwelling Substance. "The 
Father withm me, he doeth the works." " l t i s ° ! 
» heaven." If y o u b e l i e v e ^ "£* 
dwells ,n some far-away heaven, deny if a n d affl! 
the '.kingdom of heaven is within J / ' X ^ ™ 
Spir t be revealed to you by another. This is a most 
subtle mental error, and leads to idol wqrship-ma W 
.dols of persons who have boldly grasped" ^ t r u t h 
about Spirit, and have not feared to proclaim it. 
Timid, ignorant mentalities think that such are divinely 
inspi red-have in some divine way "gone up to 
heaven and brought it to us. Remember that God 
is no respecter of persons. "Neither is it beyond 
the sea" The "sea" represents mortal thought It 
is not hidden from you by the ocean of human igno-
rance. Deny the power of the belief in personal 
ignorance, and affirm the revealing word of Omni 
present Intelligence. 

The Word of God is not the Bible. When the 
scribes quoted the Scriptures to Jesus as authority he 
said, " Ye study the Scriptures, for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life, but they are they which testify 
of me. The Scriptures are the letter; the Word 
itself is the real thing. Seek to know that spiritual 
Word which "giveth life." It is your inmost con-
viction, "m thy heart;" it is every true word that 
7 0 Y " e r C u n ^ m ° U t h - " JeSUS S a i d ' " Keep my 
words. When we affirm our unity with God as he 
affirmed it, we put ourselves in right relation for 
receiving the highest revelation of Spirit 

A literal rendition of the fifteenth verse* would make 
God the author of death and evil. Jesus said, "God 
is not the God of the dead, but of the living " P a u i 
explains how death came into the world through the 
sin of Adam, and will go out as a "last enemy " 
To take this verse literally would be to attribute to 

I G o d t h e s e m o r t a l e r r o r s . which the highest Scriptural 
k authorities, Jesus and Paul, say are not from Him 

Metaphysicially, we interpret " l i fe" as the positive' 
and "dea th" the negative attributes of mind' 
Pleasure is " good, " and pain is "evil ." These are 
not a part of the Eternal Bliss of Being, but every 
ego that manifests is free to choose its relation to the 
One Cause. 

We can demonstrate "love the Lord thy God-
by affirming love • as a constantly flowing substance 
proceeding forth from our heart centre. This thought 
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15. See, I have set before thee this day 
life and good, and death and evil; 

16. In that I command thee this day 
to love Jehovah thy God, to walk in his 
ways, and to keep his commandments and 
his statutes and his ordinances, that thou 
mayest live and multiply, and that Jehovah 
thy God may bless thee in the land whither 
thou goest in to possess it. 

17. But if thy heart turn away, and 
thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn 
away, and worship other gods, and serve 
them; 

18. I denounce unto you this day, that 
ye shall surely perish; ye shall not prolong 
your days in the land, whither thou passest 
over the Jordan to go in to possess it. 

19. I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day, that I have set before 
thee life and death, the blessing and the 
curse: therefore choose life, that thou may-
est live, thou and thy seed; 

20. To love Jehovah thy God, to obey 
his voice, and to cleave unto him; for he 
is life, and the length of thy days; that 
thou mayest dwell in the land which Je-
hovah sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 

What measure of free will has the 
average person? 

The average person is free to choose 
what he will believe., 

Is free will dependent upon per-
sonal or physical freedom? 

Not necessarily. A prisoner is free 
to react to his imprisonment in either 
a constructive or a negative way, so 
long as his power to think remains un-
impaired. 

What is the last vestige of free will 
that remains to the victim of arbitrary 
authority and despotic power? 

He is free to forgive those at whose 
mercy he is, or withhold his forgive-
ness. 

Is the connection between life and 
good and death and evil always plain-
ly evident? 

No. Experience is required to enable 
anyone to make a wise choice. Lacking 
this, earnest prayer and affirmation of 
divine wisdom open the mind to re-
ceive unmistakable guidance to the 
right choice of allegiances. 

Why are "life and good" and 
"death and evil" linked in Mosesf 
charge to his people? 

Moses was trying to show them that 
the choice of the good leads to con-
sciousness of spiritual life, whereas 
choice of evil leads to death. 

^ How is choice of the good further 
outlined in this lessoni', ,-. 

The Children of Israel were com-
manded to love Jehovah, to walk in 
His ways, and to keep His command-
ments and His statutes and His ordi-
nances. 

What is the outcome of such a 
choice? 

To choose-faith in God and to fol-
low up that faith with works that ex-
press it in such a manner as to ob-
serve the divine law brings conscious-
ness of abundant life and blessing. 

Is the same choice set before each 
of us today? 

Yes; it is the universal choice of 
good or evil. W e can choose spiritual 
consciousness with its inherent bless-
ing, or material and sense conscious-
ness with its resulting loss of all that 
makes life worth living and full of 
meanine. 
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