
Apr i l 16 , 1950 
Amos 8 :1-3 

1. Thus the Lord Jehovah showed me: 
and, behold, a basket of summer fruit. 

2. And he said, Amos, what seest thou? 
And I said, A basket of summer fruit. 
Then said Jehovah unto me, The end is 
come upon my people Israel; I will not 
again pass by them any more. 

3. And the songs of the temple shall be 
wailings in that day, saith the Lord Je-
hovah: the dead bodies shall be many; in 
every place shall they cast them forth with 
silenr* 

What is the significance of the 
basket of summer fruit seen by Amos? 

Summer fruits are gathered in at 
the time of harvest, when growth and 
development have ceased. When cause 
comes to fruition, effects in kind are 
inevitably reaped. "The end is come 
upon my people Israel; I will not again 
pass by them any more." 

What is the key to prophetic vision? 
Understanding of the law of cause 

and effect. When this sequence is not 
recognized and the divine law is not 
kept, disaster follows. 
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Apr i l 2 3 , 1950 
Amos 8:4-7 

4. Hear this, O ye that would swallow 
up the needy, and cause the poor of the 
land to fail, 

5- Saying, When will the new moon be 
gone, that we may sell grain? and the sab-
bath, that we may set forth wheat, making 
the ephah small, and the shekel great, and 
dealing falsely with balances of deceit; 

6. That we may buy the poor for silver, 
and the needy for a pair of shoes, and 
sell the refuse of the wheat? 

• 7. Jehovah hath sworn by the excel-
lency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget 
anv of their works. 

How are the needy swallowed up? 
By being exploited by persons who 

serve their own selfish ends. Meta-
physically a person "swallows up the 
needy" when he refuses to give heed 
to his generous impulses, and when he 
stifles every instinctive wish to con-
sider the welfare of others or to do 
what is just and right. 

Does the strict observance of sacred 
festivals (new moons and sabbaths) 
have any weight in molding character 
so as to offset cheating and double-
dealing? 

No. The issues of life are out of the 
heart, and unless honesty and decency 
and justice abide there the character is 
without weight or stability. "I will 
never forget any of their works." 


