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7. Aets 20:28-38
£7728. Take heed unto yourselves; and to all the flock
'in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, td
feed the church of the Lord which he purchased thh
his own blood.

#0029, I know that after my departmg gnevous
wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the flock;

i 30. And from among your own selves shall men
‘arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the dis-
.ciples after them.

- B Wheretore watch ye, remembenng that by thai
‘space of three years I ceased not to admonish every
one night and day with tears.

32. And now I commend you to God, and to the
‘word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and
‘to give you the inheritance among all them that are
sanctified.

" 33. I coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel.
*+  34. Ye yourselves know that these hands minis-
tered unto my necessities, and to them that were with

e.
.- 35. Inwll things I gave you an example, that so
Jlaboring ye ought to help the weak, and to remember .
the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It
is more blessed to give than to receive.
" 86. And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled
‘down and prayed with them all ¢

87. And they all wept sore, and. fell on Paul’s neck
-and kissed him,

38. Sorrowing most of all for the word which he
had spoken, that they should behold his face no more.
And thep:-b¥ous ,th his way unto the ship. - .

T ar. pdz ¢ did Paul - emphasize?
is lesson Paul emphasized his unselfishness;
i “I coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel.” He
i wanted the disciples to understand that his preaching
! was not for any material gain, but only that they
should understand Truth.
[ Is it wise to warn people of . 1mpendmg danger
- without telling them how to avoid the calamity?
{ One should never put fear into the mind of an-
other, or mentien impending danger, without also em-
. phasizing the saving power of God.
Did Paul cover this point in the lesson for today?

Yes. After telling his followers that grievous
wolves would enter the flock and that even among
themselves men would arise, speaking perverse things,
he said, “And now I commend you'to God, and to the
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and
to give you the inheritance among all them that are
sanctified.”

In verse 35 of this lesson Paul Quotes Jesus as say-
ing, “It is more blessed to give; than to receive’
Where else in the Bible is this dtatement which is
atiributed by Pawl to Jesus?

This quotation which Paul attributes to Jesus is

: mowhere else recorded in the Scriptures. Concerning
¢ it a footnote in Ferrar Fenton’s translation says:
: “Thias quotation . . . proves that St. Paul had been
: personally acquainted with Him [Jesus], and I might
; add references to other parts of this apostle’s writ-
‘; ings to confirm the fact, as well as.to passages in the
{ Gospels.”
Which among the admonitions of Jesus most closely
i approaches the statement, “It is more blessed to give
; than to receive”?
i In the Gospel according to Luke is found the fol-
lowing parallel to the quotation by Paul, “Give, and it
shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down,

; shaken together, running over, shall they give into

{ your bosom.”

—y

October Qg ¥ %229
Aagts 20:33~ el
B fmud wﬂm
cor apparel.
2 34. Ye yourself know that these hands
“ministered unto my necessities, and to
them that were with me, _ M

- 85. In all things I gave you an_ ex-:
,ample, that so laboring ye ought to help
ithe weak, and to remember the words of;
¥the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, Itg
s more > blessed to give than te..
o 10e emulate and indorse the po-
utwn of Paul, as given in verse. 34,
“Ye yourselves know that these hands:
{ministered unto my mecessities, and
to them that were with me”? ':
.No; we do not approve Paul’s ac-:
,tlons entlrely Paul was a tentmaker-
tand labored at his trade to support
~himself and companions, while he
;preached the -Gospel. to. the people.:
“We -think- that Paul should have:
staught Truth and looked to God for:
~his supply and support mthout Iabor-
~ing with his hands. :
- How can those who become weary
;;?-unth their work make it hght a.nd
1easy? : ;
- Burdensome Work may be hghtened
by one’s understanding and realizing
;1 that God through Christ will take
»away the burden of work. “Come
;unto me, all ye that labor and are
{-heavy laden, and I will give you res
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. 34 Ye yourselves know that these ‘hands
ministered unto my necessities, and to them-
that were with me, L
. 35. Inallthmgslgave uanexaml
ghat so laboring ye ought toy‘l;clp the wcg.é
#od to remember the words of the Lord:
desus that he hxmself saxd Iti is more blessed

" Because " in order to succeed in ¥

cﬁ’orts man must express both faculties;
Neither alone is sufficient to the peri

fect eizpresslon of man’s higher and bet:3
self

. What does Paul symb
k;;m,? sym olize in tada]’J
~Paul is a symbol of the will actin
i:onjunctxon with the word, whxcl;g ::;
fumn reveals illumined understandmg

& What is the first step in tbe tmm‘-
iormatzon of the will? =

> The overcoming “of covetousness

FyERET

?omes first, because covetousness jis thc

ind man must give up personality in
Duder to manifest the dﬁrg?e will, 1ty
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£.87. ‘And. they all

And when he ha d thus en, T
ee!ed down and prayed thh them
wept sore, and 3
Paul 8 neck and kmsed hi ;

&bove all elge? iy

" Above all else we should be thanh»

ful - that we' understand Truth w
R ght and demonstrated
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April 5, 1903
Acts 20:28-30

(See Octobar 28, 1928 for seripture)
INTERPRETATION

We do not,in the beginning abide in the con-

. 8clousness of the Truth perpefually. It seems

to leave us at times., Yet we know that God is
omnipresent: then why this seeming departurs of
His Spirit at certain periods of our exper-
ience? The answer 1s that we have a work to do
for ourselves. The Spirit of Truth plants the
seed and works with us for the space of three
years, which is the fulfillment of action in
mind, idea, and expresaion, the Divine Trinity
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The Church at

" Ephesus 1is made up of all our thoughts about

substance., Manifest substance is the out=
growth of an idea in the one Spirit-mind. The
body 1is Substance formed out of Substance

‘manifest. Expressed Substance is the universal

ether of Sclence, the akasa of esoteric Budd-
hism. It is invisible to the eye of sense,

but may be felt in nerve energy. It penetrates
matter and 1s not subject to gravity or any of
the limitations of the molecule. In the brailn
we may call 1t thought-stuff, in the body it 1s
vital energy. '

This inneyr substance 1s moved and formed by
ideas. When centered in the man conscious-
ness, these make ecclesla, or church, which
really means an organized body of thoughts,
This is our "flock" which we are to oversee
and feed with Spiritual ideas.

The "grievous wolves," which we am warned
against, ‘are the hungry thoughts of the world
at large. These are undiscipiined, though at
the foundation they are hunting the good.
When they find entry among our orderly thoughts
they produce inharmony. We should always makse
our minds positive when in close associ& tion
with those who think and talk error. If we do
not do this, thelr error thoughts wlll enter
into some of these subconscious centres, and
cause us  trouble.
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<.:"Als0 of ‘your ‘own selves shall men arise,” !
Not even all of our own ideas are converted to
the Truth, but some of them rise up and perverst
the doctrine. - This tendency of one's owmmn ‘ K
thoughts to combat the Truth and attempt to ' '4(ﬁ¥
win to the error the right thoughts is one of e
the most exasperating conditions we have to

meet., Sometimes 1t 1s like two or more people

talking inl%wn thoughts, and the- arguments

on the mortal side are so convinecing that we

are led by them.

The only sure guide out of this medley of

thoughts that rise up within us 1is, commit

yourself to God and "the Word of His grace."

That "Word of grace" realized in the mind by

all who earnestly ask for Divine guidance. -

When we realize how unselfishly the Spirit of

Truth has labored with us te 1lift us into

higher conditions we should be moved to help

others., The greatest blessings come to us from
doing good where we expect no reward. It 1s L
salid that the faces of those psople who do goed

in secret fairly shine, because of the inward

joy of the Spirit. Small satisfaction comes

from good works done with oatentation. The
philanthropist who loves to see his name

blazoned in public geta but a transitory ¢ e
satisfaction.. It is blessed to give in the ol ?
right spirit--even more blessed to give than

it is to receive. '

xR
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Acts 20:17-=35
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F*""17. And from Miletus he semt 1o Ephesss, aad called 1o bim the’

' lders of the church.

- 18 Andwhaﬂnymwncbbm.hewdnhﬁm.‘(«

; yourselves know, fromll\eﬁmd.yﬁiulmfootmf\nl.lﬁuwht‘

“manner | was with you all the fime,

'r’_""‘ 19. Serving the Lord with all lowliness of mind, and with tears,

v and with trials which befell me by the plots of the Jews;

20. How 1 shrank not from declaring unto you anything that was

,‘“ and teachi ywpnbhclyndfmhmbhaue.

. Testifying both to Jews and to Greeks repentance lowlrd’

{ God, .nd faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ

22. And now, bdxold,lgobomdmthenpm\nhjem.dm

" not knowing the things that shall befall me there:

W Smeﬁ:alhcﬂ—fgpxmluhﬁdhmmmnayﬂw.
saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.

24. But "hold not my life of any account as desr unto mylelf.
. so that I may accomplish my course, and the ministry which I recei
‘fromlhal.ordjems.blunfyﬂwgupeloflhogucooic‘nd. :

25. And now, behold, 1 know that ye all; among whom 1 wq;l )

about preaching the kingdom, shall sec my face no more.

26. Wbeteforelluhfylmtoycnthudaj llutllmpwefmmg

* the blood of all men.
1 27. For | shrank not from declaring unto you the whole couasl
. of God.

!

T 28, 'r.hebeedmmmlm..nam.nmemmwh.cu..g
« Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord

- which he purchased with his own blood.

29. | know that after my departing gnevou wolves shall enter m K

among you, not sparing the flock;
30. And from among your own selves dmll men arise, speaking
pervene things, to draw away the-disciples after them:
31. Wherefore watch ye, remembering that by the space of three
years I ceased not to admonish every one night and day with tears.
: 32. And now | commend you to God, and 1o the werd of his
| . grace, which is able 16 build you up, and \o give you the inheritance
. among all them that are sanctified. .
33, 1 coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or{lpparel.'
34. Ye yourselves know that these hands ministered unte my
necessities, and to them that were with me.
35. In all things I gave you an example, that so lsboring ye ought
to help the wesk, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that
_he himself said, It is more blessed 1o give than 10 receive.
SILENT PRAYER: [ can do all things in Him that
" sirengtheneth me. »
A study of the life of Paul revedls a type of rhind
: which we classify in this day as the spintually illuminated.
‘He was more than a psychic, he had spiritual understanding.
: One may be opened to see thought-forms, and appar-
.ently know a great deal more about the occult than the
{ ordinary individual, yet at the same time lack spiritual un-
"derstanding. The difference between a  commercial clair-
‘voyant and a Spiritual Seer is found in the understanding
‘quality of the mind. One sees thought-images but does not
sknow their real significance, while the other not only sees but
‘tnows as well. To be » nsvehic and not? have real soiritual

t

 understanding is dangerous. - T Bose who ‘do not have psychic

. vision give deference to those who do, and take for granted

. that they are possessed of superior knowledge, when in fact

:theymaybeveryignonnt. . This assumption of wisdom
: leads to a certain mortal egotism on_the part of the psychic

‘ and the study of real Truth is neglected. There is no profit

lmvmomanddmmunleutheundemwdmguahothem

; as the interpreter. In Egypt the baker, the butler and the'
hng dreamed dreams but it took a Joseph to interpret them.

i Paul had open vision after his conversion on the way to
~Damascus. On that occasion his inner sight and hearing

‘ were quickened, but his spiritual understanding was not

I?opened until after three yean' study in Arabia. He is

i silent about that experience, but had he written of it he would

! doubtless have told of meditations and illuminations similar
* to those which all people have who get into lhe hxgher realm:

;cf mind. - - @ :

i" Students of Tmth find tlmt meekness is very necusary

*m order to open the mentality to the realm of pure ideas.
i Paul developed this humility, and it was a remarkable
 achievement for one who formerly had such large self-
 sufficiency. z »

f Becawse Paul was a very great apo;tle. and wise in
" spiritual things far beyond us in many ways, it does not fol-
low that he was perfect, or that we should accept as gospel:
.truth all that he wrote. He had his weak spots. In this'
' Jesson he proclanns that he is going to Jerusalem “bound in_
the spirit.” This is not a wise affirmation for one who u{
preachmg freedom from bonds; neither is the one that he is:
going to Jerusalem; in spite of the warnings of the Holy

. Ghost that “bonds and afflictions™ await him there. " If seems
that he was told by the Spirit not to go to Jerusalem, but his
obstinacy and persistence, which he had so long held in
abeyance, broke forth on this occasion and he is just gomg
to have his own way in spite of divine wamings. - f

So we find in our spiritual ongoing that old states of.
mind which we thought were wholly overcome, crop out
again and have to be demonstrahed over. Spiritual obedlence

Tﬁ] save us from hard experiences. Had Paul been obe-
Idient he would have avoided the years of imprisonment in
! Jerusalem and Rome. The Lord does not put trials upon us

nor are we Eound in doing his work. Where Christ is there
s lLiberty.” ;
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Acts 20:25.38. . —

25. And now, behold, 1 know that ye all, among whom;
I went about preaching the kingdom, shall see my face no;f
more. !
- 26, Wherefore I testify unto you this day, that [ am
‘pure from the blood of all men. o

27. For 1 shrank not from declaring unto you the!
whole counsel of God. ; ;
28, Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in:
‘which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the:
.church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood. .
© 29. I know that after my departing grievous wolves:
ishall enter in among you, not sparing the flock; {

30. And from among your own selves shall men arise,’

":l;:ee:lking perverse things, to draw away ‘the disciples after

5 -31. Wherefore watch ye, remembering that by the.
ispace of three years I ceased not to admonish every one’
inight and day with tears, ; )
|~ 32. And now I commend you to: God, and to thel
‘word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to:
.give you the inheritance among all them that are sanctified.
- 33. I coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel. |
34. Ye yourselves know that these hands ministered.
'unto my necessities, and to them that were with me. ‘
35, In all things I gave you an example, that so labor-
:ing ye ought to help the weak, and to remember the words
.of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It is more blessed to
.give than to receive. : .
" 36. And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down!
.and prayed with them all. C ;
37. And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck|

and kissed him. ' . ‘
*  38. Sorrowing most of all for the word which he had’
spoken, that they should behold his face no more. And they
brought him on his way unto the ship. : .
'x.t — : ‘-»&am-...j.:: e ._.::...- B, A
¥ What great idea is Paul trying to impress upon his
followers in the lesson for loday? - ’

W TR TR I N T Ly T e e— T T sy ey T

was not for any material gain, but only that the; :
should understand Truth. ~ "7 - S
Is it wise to warn people of impending danger with-i
out telling them how to escape the calamity? ;
One should never put fear into the mind of another%
or mention impending danger without emphasizing the;
saving power of God. i
Did Paul cover this point in the lesson for today?
Yes. After telling his followers that grievous
wolves would enter the flock and that men would arise
speaking perverse things, he said: “And now I com-
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which.

| is able to build you up, and to give you the inheritance

among all them that are sanctified.” :
In verse 35 of this lesson Paul quotes Jesus as say-
ing: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” W here:
else in the Bible is this statement, which is atiributed
by Paul to Jesus? ‘ “
This quotation which Paul attributes to Jesus is no-
where else recorded in the Scriptures. Concerning it
a footnote in Ferrar Fenton's translation says: “This
quotation . . . proves that St. Paul had been per-
sonally acquainted with Him [Jesus], and I might add

references to other parts of this apostle’s writings to -

confirm the fact, as well as to passages in the Gospels.” .
W hich among the admonitions of Jesus most closely %

approaches this slatement: “It is more blessed to give

than to receive” ? -

- In the Gospel by Luke is found the following
parallel to the quotation by Paul: “Give, and it shall
be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, shall they give into your bosom.”

Is the giving referred to by Paul and Jesus resiricted
to material things?
The giving of material things unaccompanied by a

In thiglesson Paul is endeavoring to impress upon ; >

‘his followers the idea that they to whom hethas taught };:Liizlpf:;uﬁ ogrif;vo:gﬂlu ;uli&mlg;ti?ufo:lgmaﬁ
the living Gospel should beware of teachers who would /o 4" T, give to charity with the idea that it is
attem.pt.m promulgate perverse doctrines and to draw charity and that the one receiving the gift is in great
the %/s;::pile; a:;_vayl' ﬁ:m. ?’;’5 r;th. ] ém h s i need, increases the lack and sows broadcast the need

ai particular point did Paul emphasize: i . A ; . . )
- In this lesson Paul emphasized his unselfishness:: :idzulargu dharity.  Giving without wisdom is haz
\“I coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel.” He’\r -
'wanted the disciples to understand that his preaching”
- T ¥ Mareh 12, 1950
1 Acts 20:28

28, Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, in which the Holy 8pirlt hath made you
bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which
he purchased with his own blood.

WEY IS IT SO IMPORTART TO "FEED THE CHURCH OF
THE LORD"? .

The clurch represents an aggregation of spirit-
ual thoughts in consciousness. We must nour=
1sh and sustain the spiritual side of our
nature if we are to stand fast in the Truth.
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" Mareh 12, 1950
Acts 20:17, 18

17, And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and
called to him the elders of the church,

18, And when they were come to him, he said

unto them,
Ye yoursg¢lves know, from the Yirst day that

I set foot in Asia, after what manner I was
with you all the time,
INTERPRETATION

WHAT DO THE ELDERS SIGHIFY?

They signify the intelligent, directive powers
of the spiritual self, Pauyl's calling t

elders together represents a drawlng together
in conscious unity of the spiritual powers, to
the end that peace and harmony may be establish-
ed in the life.

PAUL REMINDED THE ELDERS OF THE CONSISTENCY OF
OF HIS LIFE AMONG THEM. - WHAT IS THE SIGNIFI=-
CANCE OF THIS; STATEMENT? '

Paul represents the creative word of Truth,
whieh is always present when the directive
powers are assembled,

%

October 28, 1928
_Acts 20 17-21 ,

r, i A e

P 17 "And from M"I'efus*ﬁe sent to presus, and

called to him the elders of the church.

:th 18. And when they were come to him, he said unto
em, -

© Ye ydurselves know, from the ﬁrst day that I set

foot in Asia, after what manner 1 was qlth you all -

the time, :

19. Serving the Lord with all lowliness of mind,
and with itears, and with trials which befell me by the
plots of the Jews;

20. I-Iow I shrank not from declaring unto you
anything ; ithat was profitable, and teaching you pub-
licly, and from house to house,

21. Testifying both to Jews and to Greeks re-

taniee toward God, and faith toward our’l-ord Jesus .
Christ. | _iesses "

What great idea is Paul trymy to zmpress upon his
followers in the lesson for today?

In this lesson Paul is endeavoring to impress upon
‘his followers the idea ,‘t they to whom he has taught .

the living Gospel shonlBeware of teachers whg would
' attempt to promulgate perverse doctrmes and to draw
the disciples away from Truth.

-

it 4

|
s




preerg 3 et e e R g s ar =t

- May 14 1939 i

' Acts 20 17=21 o
WII And ’HUH!"M!IchB"he sent tor B
ms,andcgﬂedtohmthceldeuofthc

" Khurch.

¥ 18. And when thcy were comc to’ hm:;
¢ said unto them, Ye yourselves know;
{;mtheﬁ:stdzythatlsetfootmm
er what manner I was thh you all the
¥ime, -
19, Servmg the I.ord thh aﬂ Iowlxnas
@f mind, and with tears, and with' trials
’fwhscb befell me by the plots of the:Jews; -
20. Howlshmknotfromdeclann
’Ii'mto you .anything that was profitable, a.nd
machmg you pubhdy. and from housc to

E 21 T‘Sﬂfymg both to Jews ‘and to
: repentance toward--.God,. and faith
rd fesus Christ. . -

=W Fepresested af: i@mﬁhf
pre:m from Mrietm callmg

bim the elders of the church?

? Miletus (scarlet; purest wool) refers

v.material life in the.ar-_
anism. The- transformed desire of the

-«mdxvxdual is called into-the seemingly
f-material life, where it may hear and be
E‘qmckened by the word of Truth.’

" What distinguishes the word” of
1{?Tratb from man's ordinary words?” "

tby the plots of the Jews), courage (de~

‘cla.tmg anything that was profitable),
tinculcating a change of mind towards

God and faith towards Jesus Christ.

Be of what are [ews and Gentzle: J}'m‘

bols in this lesson?

. Of the formless and the formed as-

Qectsof mind, respectively, ..o oot

i
%
1




