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J U D G M E N T A N D JUSTICE 

"Verily there is a God that judgeth in 
the earth." 

"Remove violence and spoil, and exe-
cute justice and righteousness; take away 
your exactions from my people, saith the 
Lord Jehovah." 
"Jehovah reigneth; let the earth rejoice . . . 
Righteousness and justice are the founda-

tion of his throne." 
"Thy lovingkindness, O Jehovah, is in the 

heavens. . . 
Thy righteousness is like the mountains 

of God; 
Thy judgments are a great deep: 
O Jehovah, thou preservest man and 

beast." 

These quotations may be interpreted 
spiritually as well as literally. Spiritually, 
"the earth" represents formed substance, a 
God consciousness created and established 
throughout the universe. The universal 
principle of causation, Mind, includes all 
principles. Among these principles of Be-
ing Jehovah God is the creative life prin-
ciple that originates and sustains all life, 

all consciousness, from the highest to the 
lowest levels of intelligence. In the mental 
and the physical states of Being Jehovah 
operates as a causative force rather than a 
creative one, forming ideas in the con-
sciousness of mankind and shaping bodies 
in the physical world. Thus Jehovah rep-
resents the forming or shaping principle 
of Being. 

In these forms and shapes Jehovah in-
heres and expresses Himself to make God 
manifest according to the degree of in-
telligence ruling in the form or body. Je-
hovah judges in the earth. 

In the first three chapters of Genesis 
this principle is called Jehovah God (in 
the Revised Version) or the Lord God 
(in the King James translation.) Begin-
ning with the 4th chapter of Genesis, the 
word "God" is omitted, and thereafter 
this principle is referred to simply as 
Jehovah or the Lord. This shows that the 
power to accomplish results has descended 
from the absolute state, where it func-
tions as the creative principle producing 
only that which is perfect, to the mental 
realm, in the human consciousness, where 
it functions as "law." 



In the Bible Jehovah is pictured some-
times as a God of vengeance visiting His 
wrath upon mankind, and sometimes, as 
in Psalm 103, as a God of "lovingkind-
ness and tender mercies." In Hebrew the 
word "judge" carries the implication not 
only of punisher but also of vindicator, 
defender, and deliverer. A "judgment" 
often appears as the vindication, the de-
fense, the deliverance of the one judged." 

The words "judge," "judging," "judg-
ment" are all primarily connected with 
operations of "law." 

There is a law of cause and effect. The 
cause is in mind. The effect is in the mani-
fest. Thus law refers to the relation of 
cause and effect. It begins in mind—first 
cause. It proceeds to effect—mind made 
manifest. 

The word "justice" is also associated 
with law. Justice is conformity in con-
duct or practice to the principles of right. 
Justice is the giving to every person exactly 
what he deserves. 

In the life of mankind, the establish-
ment of laws is determined by the prac-
tices that a social group (family, nation, 
world) considers permissible on the part 

of the individual toward the group and of 
the group toward the individual. 

Human or man-made law is a system of 
rules that experience has proved best 
adapted to serve personal and social needs. 
A particular group's law is not necessarily 
"just" when measured by a high standard 
of justice. For instance, human law in 
order to stop controversy sometimes com-
promises with what is true according to 
spiritual principle. Systems of law differ 
in different countries and among different 
peoples. Also man-made laws constantly 
undergo change so that what is consid-
ered just at one time is not so considered at 
another. Therefore it is clear that human 
laws may fail to provide for the highest 
justice; they are more for the purpose of 
insuring an orderly system of social rela-
tionships. 

"In the beginning God" (absolute 
good) is a foundation principle of Being. 
When God had ideated man and the uni-
verse, He judged His creation by decreeing 
or deciding that it was "good" and "very 
good." 

Man as the image of God is the em-
bodiment of all the principles of Being; 



God planned for man to act as ruler of 
the earth or "formed consciousness." If 
man would have dominion over all the 
states of his consciousness, he must unify 
his human consciousness with God con-
sciousness and through this union spirit-
ually quicken the faculty of judgment that 
is latent in his subconsciousness. 

In essence man's judgment and all his 
other faculties are spiritual; in action 
they must conform to the plan or standard 
of the Almighty, absolute good. They 
must be quickened spiritually and estab-
lished in righteousness. 

"Justice and judgment are the habita-
tion of thy throne." There is a great eter-
nal law of Justice, and when an individual 
recognizes it, keeps it, and places himself 
and all of his affairs under it, it works out 
for him into righteousness. It is disregard 
or misuse of the law that brings adverse 
judgment upon him. 

In God, righteousness refers to the 
right relationship of ideas inhering in 
Divine Mind. In man, righteousness re-
fers to the right understanding and right 
use of these ideas under the direction of 
the indwelling Christ. 

The faculty of judgment functions in 
the mental realm in operations that in-
volve comparison and discrimination; it 
is the faculty by which we establish values 
and relationships. If we would develop 
"good" judgment, we must get away from 
the concept of good and evil and the prac-
tice of dividing the things in the world 
into good and evil. Things seem good or 
evil depending on the purpose we have 
in mind, on whether they assist or hinder 
us in attaining this purpose. When we 
realize this, we do not pronounce any-
thing evil, for we realize that everything 
has its place and in its place is good. 
Exercise of the faculty of judgment en-
ables us to determine the right place and 
the right use for everything. 

The faculty of judgment is not so much 
concerned with morality as it is with right-
eousness, with that which is right and 
wise. Obedience to the eternal principle 
lifts man into a higher state of conscious-
ness than does obedience to the moral 
law, the interpretation of which is given 
through Moses. 

The divine faculty of judgment inheres 
in the Christ (also designated as the Son 



of God, Jehovah God, the Lord God, the 
I AM, Truth.) This faculty abides forever 
in principle in every human being. It is 
always through the use of this faculty that 
man exercises judgment; but if he is to 
judge from the highest level of expres-
sion of this faculty, its operation should 
be based upon the divine understanding 
that "there is only one presence and one 
power in the universe, God, the good om-
nipotent." 

Goodness is man's natural expression; 
his true judgments are good. His goodness 
can be expressed however only when he is 
set free from unnatural concepts of justice. 

Justice is often represented by the figure 
of a blindfolded woman holding in her 
hand a balance. It thus suggests that jus-
tice is impersonal and impartial. May we 
not say that it also suggests that the eyes 
must be turned inward, where true spirit-
ual principles are at work, and not out-
ward, toward appearances? True spiritual 
principles may express impartially. 

"Judge not according to appearance, 
but judge righteous judgment," said Jesus 
Christ. "He hath given all judgment unto 
the Son." 

James wrote, "He that speaketh against 
a brother, or judgeth his brother, speak-
eth against the law, and judgeth the law: 
but if thou judgest the law, thou art not a 
doer of the law." 

Both James and Jesus knew that the 
one true judge is God in man, of whose" 
"lovingkindness" and "tender mercies" the 
Psalmist also sings. 

The law referred to by James is the 
law of absolute good, love. It is only by 
being a "doer of the law," by expressing 
love, that we are able to form right judg-
ments. . 

Man's understanding and use of his fac-
ulties must be set free from the limitations 
of the personal man. Judgment is faulty 
if based on purely human feelings and 
observations; but as man's understanding 
of the judgment faculty is set free from 
the limitations of the personal, he is 
free to express righteous judgment in ac-
cordance with absolute Truth. 

When man's judgment is so quickened 
that he is able to discern spiritual realities 
as of greater value than temporal appear-
ances ; when he makes his decisions on the 
basis of a clear, broad vision of absolute 



principles—then he finds his mind, heart, 
and life in accord with Truth. Back of rela-
tive good and relative evil he sees absolute, 
unchanging good, which never can be 
affected by conditions. Back of so-called 
material substance he sees spiritual sub-
stance, unfailing and indestructible. Back 
of human love and hate he sees absolute, 
never-failing love. Back of the belief in 
time he sees the absolute well-being of 
eternity. 

"With what judgment ye judge, ye 
shall be judged: and with what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured unto you." No 
one can escape the working of this law. 
We must judge by the divine standard of 
justice. When we condemn another we 
put the law in operation and produce 
sickness in our own body or trouble in our 
affairs. 

Faultfinding, adverse criticism, and the 
measuring of others on the basis of per-
sonality have their effects on the body in 
the form of torpid functioning of various 
organs. 

Walter Cannon, of Harvard University, 
discussing emotion, locates its seat in the 
thalamic region at the base of the brain. 
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This region, he says, exerts an immense in-
fluence upon the entire internal environ-
ment; and in individuals disturbed by rage, 
fear, grief, and disappointment it pro-
foundly affects the heart and the whole 
body. Thus a "broken heart" is often a 
fact. In individuals however who broaden 
out and see the good in all people the 
lungs expand, and they experience new 
life and vigor in every part of their organ-
ism. 

This is equally true as regards these 
individuals' personal affairs. We can es-
tablish justice, order, and prosperity in 
our personal affairs by invoking directly 
the divine principle of justice, which will 
continually work out for us the problems 
of life. 

Instead of fighting for our rights we 
may get them easily by mentally declaring: 
"I ask nothing in selfishness, and my own 
comes to me through divine law." We 
must be willing however for the principle 
of justice to work both ways. It is necessary 
not only that we should desire to receive 
justice ourselves but that we should also 
be willing to grant it to others. Forgive-
ness and mercy are included in the con-
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cept of divine justice. If we desire for-
giveness and justice we must first grant 
them to others. We cannot expect a just 
God to forgive us our sins while we are 
"missing the mark" by condemning others. 
There must be a balance. "Forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debt-
ors." This principle of righteousness is at 
the foundation of all right relations be-
tween men. 

The fact that there are courts of justice 
shows that in the race there is an inherent 
recognition of law and that an effort is 
being made to establish justice. Human 
effort to establish justice, however sincere, 
may not be effective. Only through spirit-
ually quickening and exercising the faculty 
of judgment can men judge righteously. 

Condemnation and jealousy are forms 
of misjudgment. When they become fixed 
habits of mind, they cause mental and 
physical inharmonies, which are classed 
as diseases by those who study only effects. 

Jesus warned against these adverse men-
tal states and in the form of commands 
gave instructions for overcoming them. 
Those who would do spiritual healing 
must follow Him and when patients suffer-
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ing from the effects of exercising unjust 
judgment come to the healer, they should 
be treated definitely for the purpose of 
freeing them from the habit of condem-
nation. 

The healer may begin his treatment 
with an affirmation such as this: "I do 
not condemn anyone, and I am not con-
demned." Such an affirmation is an ac-
knowledgment of a just law. The affirma-
tion of the truth places one in the attitude 
of obedience to the law. Faithfulness to 
the truth will dissolve the state of con-
sciousness that the practice of condemna-
tion forms, however firmly established it 
may have become. Finish the treatment 
with an affirmation of the forgiving love 
of Jesus Christ, and there will be cleansing 
and renewal of the whole man. 

Persons who impute evil or selfish mo-
tives to others or grieve over real or fan-
cied wrongs sometimes let the belief that 
they are unjustly treated become so firmly 
imbedded in their mind that their whole 
life is embittered by it. Timid persons 
also often feel that life is unfair to them. 
They feel that they are being elbowed out 
of their just rewards by more aggressive 
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people, who push forward and take what 
they want whether they are worthy or not. 
These attitudes however are not discerning 
of the truth, for they are not based on 
understanding of or faith in divine justice, 
and they prevent a person from claiming 
his own. Active faith in the justice of 
God puts the law of justice into operation. 
The habit of condemning persons who 
seem to enjoy undeserved success is 
erased by everyone who looks back of ap-
pearances and sees the unchanging, eter-
nal principle of absolute good, God, as 
always operative. No one can keep what 
does not belong to him, and it never really 
brings happiness. 

The beliefs of men regarding judgment 
and justice have much to do with the 
forming of their concepts about life and 
right living. Theologians have given the 
word "judgment," which has a prominent 
place in the Scriptures, many interpreta-
tions. 

The words "the judgment" used in 
Mathew 5:22 suggest to the minds of many 
the picture of a large throne before which 
multitudes wait to know the divine de-
cree that will either open the gates of 
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paradise to them or send them to eternal 
punishment. This conception of the judg-
ment is entirely out of harmony with the 
character of God as wisdom and love; it 
comes from reading the Scriptures ac-
cording to the letter instead of the spirit. 

True, it is written that "he hath ap-
pointed [the Emphatic Diaglott says 'es-
tablished'] a day in which he will judge 
the world in righteousness"; but "one day 
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and 
a thousand years as one day." Few students 
now take the "day" of the Scriptures to 
be the same as our twenty-four-hour day. 
Spiritual enlightenment reveals that the 
days are symbols of the state and the action 
of universal Mind. These texts about the 
judgment have nothing to do with time. 

"We shall all stand before the judg-
ment-seat of God." God is the "source" 
of judgment. We have found the judg-
ment seat to be God within, the Son-of-
God consciousness in each one of us. It is 
this consciousness which enables us to de-
cide what is right, and every day we are 
judged according to the kind of judg-
ments we make as life presents itself to us. 
Many unhappy, seemingly unaccountable 
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experiences that men have are simply the 
result of unwise judgment. That these 
judgment experiences are a blessing if 
they are accepted as such is shown in 
texts such as the following: 

"When thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world learn right-
eousness." 

"Judgment was given to the saints of 
the Most High, and the time came that 
the saints possessed the kingdom." 

"Till he send forth judgment unto vic-
tory." 

"We know that the judgment of God is 
according to truth." 

"Thou thou mightest . . . prevail when 
thou comest into judgment." 

All persons who resist the "judgments" 
(experiences) instead of overcoming 
through them turn "justice into gall, and 
the fruit of righteousness into worm-
wood," for "they stumble in judgment." 

Those whose "mouth shall not trans-
gress in judgment" are the obedient ones 
who do not complain when they receive 
the reactions to their judging but rejoice 
and look upon the judgments as oppor-
tunities to overcome and to gain a better 
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understanding of what is right. Then 
"mercy glorieth against judgment." 

The concept of a God who chastens has 
been a stumbling block to many; but the 
Bible explains that "when we are judged, 
we are chastened of the Lord," or we might 
truly say, "of the mental law." We are 
learning that the judgments are intended 
to be blessed helps toward overcoming. 

As we unfold spiritually we come to the 
"day of judgment." Though in the past 
sin and error may have seemed to be over-
looked and justice may have seemed to be 
blind, there comes a time when we find 
that there is a principle of Being at work 
that cannot be violated in the slightest 
degree without causing suffering. Those 
who have come to this point in their 
development are blessed indeed although 
they usually do not think so at first; but 
when they see that after each experience 
they are further along in the spiritual life 
and have clearer light, they rejoice greatly 
and become perfectly willing to let the old 
heavens and old earth (the old states of 
consciousness) melt with fervent heat and 
be destroyed so that new ones may be 
formed and established. 
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Those who take the old theological 
teachings for granted are sometimes 
startled at the statement that the doc-
trine of eternal torment has no founda-
tion in the Bible, but it has not. 

The word "hell" is from the Anglo-
Saxon word helan, meaning to conceal. 
There is nothing about the word to sug-
gest a place of torment. 

The word in the Bible most commonly 
translated as hell is "Sheol" in the original 
Hebrew. Sheol originally meant "grave" 
or "pit." Later it came to mean the place 
or state of quietness in which the spirits 
of the dead rest, awaiting resurrection. 
Sheol never had the meaning of a place 
of torment. 

When the Old Testament was trans-
lated into Greek (in the Septuagint), the 
word "Sheol" was translated as "Hades." 
In classical mythology Hades is the king-
dom of the dead. To the pagan Greeks and 
Romans it contained Elysian Fields for 
the good as well as a place of torment for 
the wicked, but Christian thought re-
moved the abode of the good to another 
region. To them Hades came to mean a 
place of torment for the wicked. The 
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authors of the Bible of course had had 
no such place in mind. 

The story of Lazarus and the rich man 
is often quoted to prove that Jesus be-
lieved in an actual hell; however this 
story is not told as a fact but as a parable. 
It may even have been a popular story at 
the time, for the belief that the rich are 
punished after death and the poor blessed 
was widespread, especially among the 
poor. Jesus was making use of a parable 
to point out the evil and futility of selfish 
gain. The whole picture is allegorical. 

The writers of the Bible, and Jesus also, 
did believe that the wicked experience tor-
ment, but they knew that its purpose is not 
to punish eternally but to purify and re-
fine. They chose the word "Gehenna" to 
describe it. This word does not refer to a 
hell, as it has been translated, but to the 
valley of Hinnom, Ge Hitmom, a deep ra-
vine near Jerusalem that was used as a 
dumping ground for rubbish, garbage, and 
dead animals. To consume this refuse a 
fire was kept burning. 

Hell-fire is not for the destruction and 
torment of men but for the burning up of 
dross. "Other foundation can no man 

19 



lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. But if any man buildeth on the 
foundation gold, silver, costly stones, 
wood, hay, stubble; each man's work shall 
be made manifest: for the day shall de-
clare it, because it is revealed in fire; and 
the fire itself shall prove each man's work 
of what sort it is. . . . If any man's work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but 
he himself shall be saved; yet so as 
through fire." 

"God is a consuming fire," consuming 
not men but their sins and errors. The fire 
cannot be quenched. It must utterly con-
sume every root and branch of wickedness. 
"The chaff he will burn up with unquench-
able fire." "He is like a refiner's fire . . . 
and he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver . . . and they shall offer unto Je-
hovah offerings in righteousness." "When 
he hath tried me, I shall come forth as 
gold." 

The widespread belief in heaven and 
hell as actual places to which souls are 
consigned for eternal bliss or punishment 
is due, first, to the influence of Greek my-
thology and Oriental mysticism and, sec-
ondly, to the fact that most people have 
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thought of God as a person. As long as 
this belief is held it is natural to believe 
in -heaven and hell as actual places, one 
the abode of God, the other the abode 
of His Adversary; but the knowledge that 
"God is Spirit" and that "the kingdom of 
God is within" brings the freeing realiza-
tion that heaven and hell are states of con-
sciousness. 

In considering the subject of judgment 
and justice let us not neglect the "un-
pardonable sin" or the "blasphemy against 
the Spirit." The "unpardonable sin" or 
the "sin against the Holy Ghost" is re-
sistance to the Spirit. Man may simply 
resist the Spirit unconsciously, through his 
own ignorance, or he may blame God for 
his own failures and shortcomings, think-
ing they were sent upon him as lessons. 
If man remains in that attitude of mind, 
how can God forgive his error thoughts? 
God's love and forgiveness are always 
ready for His children; but if they deny 
the truth that they are sons of God, heir 
to all He is, or if they do not accept His 
forgiving love, they remain "unpar-
doned"; they do not receive the love of 
God that would erase their sin or sense of 
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separation from Him. 
In conclusion, it is well to keep in mind 

in any discussion of judgment and justice 
that the forgiveness and love of God 
are freely extended to us at all times. The 
grace of God transcends the law of cause 
and effect. This is the great teaching of 
Christianity: the love of God is so great 
that when we trust Him we are set free 
from the effects of all our sins and short-
comings. "God, being rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace have ye been saved), and 
raised us up with him, and made us to 
sit with him in the heavenly places, 
in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come 
he might show the exceeding riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus: for by grace have ye been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God; not of works, that 
no man should glory." 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Explain how Jehovah is the "judge" 
of all the earth. 
What is "the earth"? 

2. Why is Jehovah sometimes regarded 
as a God of wrath and vengeance, 
and sometimes as a God of loving-
kindness and tender mercy ? 

3. What is righteousness as applied to 
Jehovah? 
What is righteousness as applied to 
manifest man ? 

4. What is the faculty of judgment in 
man? 
Explain "Judge not according to ap-
pearance." 

5. What is righteous judgment and what 
effect does it have on the organism 
of the person judging righteously ? 

6. What is justice? 
7. What is the sure way to establish jus-

tice in one's affairs ? 
8. How may the belief in injustice be 

overcome? 
9. How do you help those who come to 

you suffering from seeming injustice ? 
23 



11. 
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10. Explain the law back of "Forgive us 
our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors." 
What is "the day of judgment," and 
where is the "judgment seat"? 
What results follow resistance to 
judgment ? 
What is chastening? 

13. Why is it important to take the right 
attitude toward the so-called judg-
ments of the Lord? 

14. What line of thought will overcome 
fear of these so-called "judgments"? 
Give some of the commandments of 
Jesus that will help man to overcome 
the tendency to unwise judging. 
What is the "hell of fire" spoken of 
in the Scriptures? What is its func-
tion? 

17. Give the meaning of the words trans-
lated "hell" in the Bible. 

18. Explain the "unpardonable sin." 
19- Give five statements that will quicken 

faith in divine justice. 
20. Explain the saving grace of God. 

15. 

16. 
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