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Annotations 

Series 2 Lesson 4 

"THE FORMATIVE POWER OF THOUGHT" 

1. What is thinking? What is a structure, and what builds all 
structures? 

1. Thinking is a process by which the human soul (i.e., the mind or 
consciousness) is able to handle abstract ideas so as to form a 

mental "picture" or pattern. Once solidified in man's mind (sub
conscious as well as conscious) this pattern becomes a magnet or a 
"mental equivalent" that is the nucleus for the outer structure. The 
structure will bear the character of the mind pattern of the indi
vidual doing the thinking. 

"Thought is the process in mind by which substance is 
acted on by energy, directed by intelligence. Thought is the 
movement of ideas in mind" (Metaphysical Bible Dictionary, p. 65'0. 

(Note: Added reference of value is Annotation 3, Lesson Three, of 
Lessons in Truth Annotations.) 

The creative power of God (Spirit, Divine Mind) in its action 
builds all structures, whether they be structures of consciousness', 
living organic structures of men and animals, structures of plant life, 
structures in the mineral kingdom, or structures "made" by man using 
spiritual substance in various forms. The power that provides for 
the building of any structure comes from God. In the first chapter of 
Genesis we find an allegorical description of the great creative Mind 
at work. Charles Fillmore in Mysteries of Genesis, page 12, states: 

"The record portrays just how divine ideas were brought into ex
pression. As man must have an idea before he can bring an idea 
into manifestation, so it is with the creations of God. When a 
man builds a house he builds it first in his mind. He has the 
idea of a house, he completes the plan in his mind, and then he 
works it out in manifestation. Thus God created the universe. 
The 1st chapter of Genesis describes the ideal creation." 

The process of building all structures, whether they be on the 
spiritual, mental, or physical planes, follows the pattern of the Holy 
Trinity—Father, Son, Holy Spirit—or Mind, Idea, Expression—producing 
manifestation. The Word of God is the composite idea of all the 
elements of divinity and creation. This Word is the active agent of 
Spirit, guiding and directing the action so that the consciousness on 
earth may be the same as it is in heaven; that the abstract may be 
made concrete. "Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven" (Matt. 6:10). The resources used in the building of any 
structure are life, substance, and intelligence. Life (movement, 
animation) and substance (unformed essence containing the idea of the 
form) work with intelligence (light, understanding, wisdom, the know
ing quality of the species) to bring forth divine ideas into form. 

"Since man is the offspring of God, made in the image and like
ness of Divine Mind, he must express himself under the laws of 
this great creative Mind. The law of manifestation for man is the 
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law of thought. God ideates: man thinks. One is the completion 
of the other in mind" (Mysteries of Genesis, p. 12). 

The creative power of God moves ideas into expression and mani
festation as consciousness, things, conditions, and circumstances. 
In the structure of human consciousness, the active agent of man is 
thought (thinking and feeling) and the spoken word of human beings. 

When manifest man (a human being) desires a certain condition in 
his body or in his world, he consciously directs his attention toward 
it; he thinks about it with the conscious phase of his mind; he feels 
with his emotional nature (subconscious phase of mind); he speaks the 
word, silently or audibly, and the manifestation comes forth. Spirit 
is the power that does all things; but man by his thinking, feeling, 
spoken word (the formative power of thought) directs the creative 
power of God (the Word of God) to build structures, thereby producing 
conditions, circumstances, and things in his world according to his 
own beliefs and level of soul unfoldment. "All structures are thought 
concentrations" (The Twelve Powers of Man, p. 2l\) . 

2. What is the Superconscious phase of mind? 

2. The Superconscious is the Christ Mind; the I AM; the God Presence 
in every man. 

We refer to man's threefold nature as spirit, soul, body. The 
first phase—spirit—is called by many names—Christ, I AM, divine 
center, the "Father within," Lord, law of our being, and Supercon-
consciousness. While Divine Mind is the realm of divine ideas for all 
creation, this Mind indwells us as the Superconscious or Christ Mind, 
and is thus the realm of divine ideas for us individually. The 
Superconscious is the realm of pure knowing. 

The term "superconscious" indicates that the Superconscious Mind 
is above our conscious phase of mind (thinking, reasoning, or intellect) 
and our subconscious phase of mind (feeling, emotion, or the heart). 
These two activities of our soul or mind are the users of the ideas of 
the Superconscious or Christ Mind. 

Man responds to the ideals of God by turning to the Supercon
scious or Christ Mind and laying hold of the ideas that make up his 
divine inheritance. Without movement of ideas in mind there could be 
no consciousness. The use of the ideas by our thinking and feeling 
will be determined by our stage of soul unfoldment, and by the needs 
of mind, body, and affairs. 

3. What is the conscious phase of mind? What other names are given 
to this phase of mind? 

3. The conscious phase of mind is the thinking faculty, the reasoning 
phase, the realm of conscious knowing in the individual soul. It 

is often termed "the Intellect." In this phase, man chooses, examines, 
Judges, analyzes, wills, selects, decides, forms, deducts, rejects, 

•v accepts, and concludes, as he deals with the ideas received from the 
Superconscious. 

As the realm of choice, the conscious phase of mind declares "I 


