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MAN, THE IMAGE AND LIKE-
NESS OF GOD 

All nations have their scriptures or 
sacred writings. In our nation we call 
these sacred writings the Bible. The 
Bible came out of religion, instead of 
religion coming out of the Bible; it is 
the product of religion, not the begin-
ning of it. Man has ever been search-
ing for the origin of himself; why he 
is here and how he came to be here. In 
this search some men have gone beyond 
the field of human knowledge and have 
sought information in the realm of 
ideas. All that is known as religion is 
the work of the imaging faculty of man 
working in the realm of ideas. No man 
has ever seen God with his physical eyes, 
nor ever seen a soul or a spirit. The 
imaging faculty reads the symbols which 
are everywhere evident and interprets 
them as the outpicturing of ideas. 

Our Scriptures came out of the Orient 
and reflect the literary customs and 
habits of Oriental people who are ac-
customed to parables and allegory. Men 
have gone into this unlimited realm of 



ideas and have brought back with them 
wonderful revelations, mysterious 
thoughts; and in the expression of these 
thoughts they have found it more con-
venient to use the symbology by means 
of which these ideas were communi-
cated to them. From this it is evident 
that it is not the words that are in-
spired but the men who received the 
ideas and put them into words. 

In transmitting these messages to the 
world it was necessary to use symbology. 
The intellect or reasoning mind can com-
prehend only the relative; its purpose is 
to know this realm of man's [the rela-
tive] life. So when the men who re-
ceived the revelations undertook to in-
terpret them, they couched them in a 
language that would show to what they 
might be likened, to what they might re-
late. The transmitters of the message 
knew that while those who were seers, 
who had a higher understanding would 
catch the idea that was back of the sym-
bol, those who were not so enlightened 
might get another meaning, a meaning 
that would fit in with their degree of 
knowledge; but Truth would remain un-
defiled by any vain imaginings. 

Our Scriptures contain in symbols a 
most wonderful description of the crea-

tive action of Divine Mind. One who 
studies the Bible merely as a historical 
record or as a guide to morals fails to 
sound the depths of these ancient writ-
ings. 

Paul was a Hebrew and a scholar, 
learned in the Scriptures, and he under-
stood their allegorical character and 
value. Speaking of Abraham and his two 
sons, one born of a bondmaid and the 
other of a freewoman, he says, "Which 
things contain an allegory." Then he 
explains that these two sons are sym-
bolical of two covenants, and he opens 
up a teaching rich in spiritual import, 
which is entirely lost on one who reads 
the story of Abraham merely as a his-
torical narrative. Eead carefully the 
4th chapter of Galatians and see the 
spiritual import or idea that is back of 
the story as told in the Old Testament. 

Even the orthodox recognize, in a 
measure, that Bible history is some* 
thing more than just history. They may 
see in the journey of the Israelites to 
the Promised Land a picture of man's 
progress from sense consciousness to 
spiritual consciousness or, as they would 
express it, from earth to heaven. (It 
must, however, be kept in mind that 
"the kingdom of God is within you.") 



We shall seek to get back of the letter 
of the Scriptures and to discern the 
spiritual meaning of every passage that 
we consider. In symbology, in allegory, 
in parable was the word transmitted, 
and in like manner must it be trans-
lated. The visions of the prophets are 
plainly allegorical. Jesus throughout 
His ministry taught in parables and al-
legories, reserving for His immediate 
followers the inner ideas or spirit of the 
teaching instead of just the letter of it. 

If we study the 1st chapter of Gen-
esis in the light of Spirit, we find that 
it describes in symbol the creative ac-
tion of universal Mind in the realm of 
ideas, and does not pertain to the mani-
fest world any more than the inventor's 
idea pertains to the machine which he 
afterwards builds. Keeping in mind the 
trinity—mind, idea, and expression, we 
know that creation takes place in the 
realm of mind and that we can under-
stand the story of creation given in Gen-
esis only by applying it to the realm in 
which it belongs. 

All creation starts first with an idea. 
The idea, is in Divine Mind. The 
idea begins to "press out" or "express" 
itself in mind; that is, it begins its de-
velopment by drawing to itself from the 

mind substance thoughts that assist it 
in its growth toward its own completion 
or fulfillment in mind. The six days' 
creation described in the 1st chapter of 
Genesis represents six great, ideal pro-
jections from Divine Mind, six steps 
that are necessary in the working out 
in mind of any ideal. The starting point 
is like a seed, and this seed idea must 
unfold in all its details in mind, in much 
the same way as the details of his plan 
unfold in the inventor's or the archi-
tect's mind before he makes the draw-
ing or blueprint. The assembling to-
gether of these ideal projections is cli-
maxed in the creation of "ideal man." 
This ideal man is created in the image 
and after the likeness of God, and he is 
the Lord of creation. To him is given 
dominion over every created thing. Do-
minion belongs to the greater, to that 
which includes within it the lesser, that 
is, the parts of which it is made; so 
ideal man is to take dominion and have 
authority over all the thoughts and ideas 
that are included in his make-up, that 
is, in that which constitutes ideal man 
as the image of God: God's idea of Him-
self. Man's dominion begins in the 
realm of ideas, and through his source, 
Divine Mind, he is to familiarize him-



self with and learn the character and 
nature of all that God is. 

That the creation outlined in the 1st 
chapter of Genesis is in the realm of 
ideas is shown in the 5th verse of the 
2d chapter, where it is written that 
"there was not a man to till the ground." 
This statement is made after creation 
is described as complete. "Manifesta-
tion" is the term that we may use for 
the further bringing forth as shown 
in the outer act or the outer form that 
is the result of the expression in mind, 
just as we may say that the inventor's 
machine that appears in physical form, 
or the house of brick and stone that the 
builder sets up is the "manifestation" of 
what was first completely expressed in 
the mind of these persons. 

In the 1st chapter it is God who cre-
ates. God is the one source from which 
the character of everything proceeds; 
He is inwrapped in every living creature 
as its life or primal idea. In the 
2d chapter, after the work of God is 
said to be finished, it is the Lord God, 
or Jehovah, who is named as creator. 
This Lord God, or Jehovah, is Christ, 
the spiritual man, God immanent as 
the law of one's being, the divine idea 
as the creative power in all living forms. 

Ideal man is I AM ; manifest man is / 
will. I AM is the Lord God, Jehovah, 
of the Scriptures, and / will is the Adam. 
One represents the inner man, and the 
other the outer, or formed man. It is 
the I AM that forms and breathes into 
the / will man the "breath of life." In 
the realm of the ideal, we are I AM; 
when we are expressing and interpret-
ing the ideas of Divine Mind in our 
thoughts and in our acts, we are / will. 
The I AM is the archetype, the perfect 
pattern, the reproduction of God, that 
Spirit which is implanted in each hu-
man being and which is to unfold into 
the likeness of all that God's nature is. 
I AM is pure Being. Manifest man is 
in a state of becoming; he is unfolding 
according to his capacity. Just to the 
extent that he awakens, or to the extent 
that he wills to receive these divine 
ideas, they are revealed or breathed into 
him, and his part is to form them, or 
make them manifest in the physical 
realm. 

I AM is the preexistent spiritual idea 
of God in man; it is that which holds 
man together as an entity. The body 
is held together as an aggregation of 
ideas and forces by the power of the 
central I AM. I AM in expression is the 
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will of man, and everything centers 
about the will. I AM thinks itself forth 
into the / will through its innate power 
to express itself creatively. Thoughts 
of life vitalize and energize both mind 
and body. Thoughts of power give mas-
tery and dominion. Thoughts of in-
telligence impart the knowing quality. 
Thoughts of abundant substance give 
the consciousness of plenty. Thoughts 
of love and peace unify and harmonize 
all the forces of man and his relations 
to his fellows. 

Thought is a magnet working in ac-
cordance with the law of attraction, so 
that each idea, desire, or feeling exerts 
its attractive power to draw to itself 
everything of its own nature or char-
acter in order to develop itself. All 
thoughts of strength are attracted to 
one another, and make in consciousness 
a strength center which builds cells of 
like character in the body, and we say 
the man is strong and muscular. An 
aggregation of ideas in mind is meta-
physically termed a "thought center." 
The center of anything is the point in 
the middle or at the core of it. A 
"thought center" is the nucleus or cen-
tral idea around which revolve or clus-
ter other thoughts, which cause desires 
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and feelings and make states of mind 
corresponding to the central idea. As 
the centers group ideas of a kindred na-
ture, they build up cells in the body by 
which the ideas may become manifest; 
the cells in turn group themselves to-
gether and thus organs are formed in 
the body for the purpose, through their 
functioning, of bringing into manifes-
tation the particular idea that is at the 
center. Everybody knows that love 
manifests itself through a center in 
the body that we call the heart. The 
head is a manifestation of the intelli-
gence center, and the back stands out 
as a representation of the strength cen-
ter, the throat shows forth whatever 
our thoughts are in regard to power, 
and so forth. We draw to our conscious-
ness and build into it and manifest in 
our body all the dominant states of mind 
that we have in ourselves, all that we 
entertain that has come from others, all 
that we consciously or unconsciously ac-
cept. Should we at any time manifest 
a lack of any of the qualities of Divine 
Mind in our body, we can build it up 
through our affirmations in regard to 
its possession until it comes into mani-
festation in the body. I AM is the crea-
tive power and / will is the executive 
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power that carries it out into manifesta-
tion. 

When the will gets so absorbed in its 
realm of manifestation or the effect side 
of life that it loses sight of the ideal and 
centers its attention upon the external, 
it is Adam listening to the voice of the 
serpent and hiding from Jehovah God. 
This breaks the connection between 
Spirit and manifestation, and thus man 
loses the harmony which is his under 
divine law. 

To maintain contact with the physi-
cal, man has developed the organs of 
sense, so that he may be able to function 
in the realm of manifestation. The I 
will, in carrying out ideas, becomes ab-
sorbed in the enjoyment of the sensa-
tions or the thrill of living, and so is 
led away from the spiritual. He is no 
longer in touch with the source of wis-
dom and power, Jehovah God, and to 
keep up the manifestation, there is a 
drawing upon the reserve forces of the 
organism, "the tree of life," and the 
real source of supply being cut off, man 
is figuratively described as being driven 
out of the Garden of Eden, or the para-
dise of Being. 

This is called the "fall of man." This 
separation in consciousness from I AM, 
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Jehovah God, the wisdom and law of 
God, the divine in man, leaves man only 
a knowledge of the manifested ideas and 
the sense pleasure he gets from their 
contact. Being cut off from the un-
limited source of divine ideas, he accepts 
beliefs based on the evidence of the 
senses, and confines himself to the senses 
for his enjoyment. When man lets his 
senses rule him and indulges their de-
mands, he is misusing his powers and 
burning up his life substance. This re-
acts on his consciousness in the form of 
pain, fear infests his mind, and inhar-
mony results in all phases of his exist-
ence. When man leaves God out of his 
calculations, when he feels that he is 
quite sufficient in himself and does not 
need any divine help or guidance, he nat-
urally loses his connection with infinite 
and eternal life or consciousness as his 
source, and depends on what he thinks 
is his own power. Man's store is lim-
ited; he is not the source or origin of 
ideas; he must draw from Divine Mind 
day by day the ideas that will enable 
him to live abundantly. 

Adam is the name we give to the "type 
man," the man that has fallen away 
from a knowledge of his spiritual iden-
tity, and become lost in his own concep-
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tions of a material universe. We all 
are Adam when we are in this state 
of consciousness. Man's real problem 
is to find his way back to his "garden 
. . . in Eden." The "garden" repre-
sents mind substance, which man is to 
cultivate as he would a garden. It has 
in it infinite possibilities, and is the real 
life of man. Through this "garden" 
man is to become acquainted with Eden, 
that is, live in the consciousness of uni-
versal Spirit or Mind, in which there 
are unlimited ideas; and these seeds of 
his divinity are to be carefully planted 
and cared for, so that man may eter-
nally progress to greater and greater 
satisfaction, may become more and more 
alive to the "glory" of the Lord, namely, 
the revelations received from the divine 
wisdom and power at the center of his 
being. The way back is through the 
knowledge of Truth. "When he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide 
you into all the truth. . . . He shall 
glorify me: for he shall take of mine, 
and shall declare it unto you." Man 
must know the truth about himself and 
not rest in the ignorant belief that he 
is what he appears to be. He must es-
tablish himself in Divine Mind. As he 
discovers the truth of his being and his 
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becoming, he will in like degree throw 
off the ignorance and limitations of 
mortal appearance and suggestion that 
he has accumulated through turning his 
attention away from his true source. 

There is but one man, one divine idea: 
the only begotten, the Christ; the real 
of every man. When we understand 
this truth and conform all our thinking 
to it, order and harmony will character-
ize all our manifestations. Through man 
God is bringing into outward manifes-
tation that which exists in the ideal. To 
measure up to his possibilities, man 
must understand divine law and his re-
lation to it. 

Jesus Christ understood God and man. 
He not only knew what was in man, but 
He knew what man's work is. The ig-
norant, mortal, or human conception of 
man's existence is generation, the pro-
ducing of children in the flesh to suc-
ceed him; the laying up of material pos-
sessions with which these children may 
carry on his name and the activities 
which he has started in the world; mak-
ing a living; and the seeking of self-
satisfaction. When man follows these 
idols he cuts himself off from the source 
of his being, his interest being centered 
in, and his attention given to producing 
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and caring for his idols. His idea is 
to reproduce himself, but he loses his 
body and all the possessions he has 
striven to obtain in a personal way. 

Jesus taught that man is here to ex-
press God. The spiritual conception, 
then, is regeneration, which includes 
the reproduction of God's perfect idea, 
the making of God manifest, the re-
demption of the body of flesh and the 
transmutation of it into a body of spir-
itual ideas by the sublimation of passion, 
appetite, and desire, and the use of the 
energy that has been wasted in sense 
desires and personal gratification to re-
create and regenerate the divine that is 
lying buried within him. Regeneration 
also includes the replenishment of the 
earth with divine ideas, the restoration 
of mankind and the earth to the glory 
that they should express as creations 
of the one perfect Mind, of which they 
were a part before the world began. 
Finally it includes making the without 
the same as the within, that God may 
be known in the manifest as well as in 
the ideal realm. All men should be about 
the Father's business even as was Jesus, 
and they will be when they realize 
Truth. All work for personal gain 
seems paltry and foolish beside the 
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great universal work of bringing about 
the "restoration of all things, whereof 
God spake by the mouth of his holy 
prophets that have been from of old." 

This work of restoration is individ-
ual; that is, we first awaken to the 
knowledge of what we are as individuals 
or individualizations of Spirit. Study-
ing the complete, perfect man that is 
the real self of each of us, we find that 
he is a trinity, a triune being: spirit, 
soul, and body. Paul says: "If there is 
a natural body, there is also a spiritual 
body." It is a logical conclusion that 
the spiritual body must be like the nat-
ural one for purposes of identification. 
The natural body is built by the spirit-
ual body for a place of habitation, and in 
the trinity of spirit, soul, and body in 
man, the physical body is manifestation. 
The physical body is the spiritual body 
lowered in consciousness to the natural 
or physical plane of being. The abso-
lute unity of this trinity of man's should 
never be broken in thought or in 
word. Man should hold fast to 
the spiritual ideal of body in order 
that he may not lose touch and 
connection with spiritual power and co-
operation. When we fail to maintain 
the unity of the threefold nature of man 
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we become unbalanced. Not recogniz-
ing the body as divine we cut off from 
the physical form its power of perfec-
tion, and we lose it because we do not 
give it spiritual food. By failing to rec-
ognize our soul as an integral part of 
us, we become devoid of feeling and 
grow coarser instead of finer in our na-
ture. Failing to recognize Spirit within 
us we lose in our consciousness our con-
nection with the source of all good. 

Salvation, the making safe and sound 
of both soul and body depends on belief 
in the Son of God, the Christ within us. 
We must believe in His indwelling pres-
ence and power and in our oneness 
(sameness) with Him; that is, we must 
understand that the real and eternal self 
of each of us is the Christ, the Son, the 
image and the likeness of God, and we 
must continually identify ourselves 
with this Christ. To "identify" is to 
make to be the same, to coalesce or grow 
together in interest, purpose, use, effect, 
in all that God is. We identify ourselves 
with the things to which we attach I AM. 
In mortal consciousness we make our-
selves one with many limitations and 
with all kinds of false conceptions of 
what man is. By our words we are jus-
tified, and by our words we are con-
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demned. We condemn ourselves to sick-
ness, weakness, and poverty when we 
speak such words as "I am sick," "I am 
weak," "I am poor," because we identify 
ourselves with these adverse conditions. 
What we believe becomes a law for us, 
a law that we make for ourselves only, 
and the law is that whatever the condi-
tion may be with which we identify our-
selves, that condition we manifest in 
mind, body, and affairs. 

The privilege and responsibility of es-
tablishing this at-one-ment and right 
identification rests with each of us. We 
may say and, if we would manifest di-
vine perfection, we must say: / am the 
offspring of God. I am the Son of God. 
I am perfect even as my Father in 
heaven is perfect. I have the Christ 
mind. I am one with the Father. I am 
life. I am intelligence. I am power. 
I am substance. I am love. I am 
strength. 

This is recognizing in our mind the 
Son, the perfect-man ideal, Christ in 
us "the hope of glory." We further 
acknowledge this Son of God by acting 
as if these affirmations were true, by 
being divine in all departments of our 
being. There is no purpose in affirming 
our strength and then being weak and 
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fearful when a seemingly hard task 
confronts us; no use in declaring that 
we are substance, and then feeling nig-
gardly in our consciousness, for whoever 
really acknowledges the Son will be 
acknowledged by the Father. Man will 
come into his divine inheritance only by 
laying hold of his heritage in thought, 
in word, and in deed. 

In the Scriptures the word man is used 
somewhat indiscriminately, sometimes 
applying to him in his true estate as a 
spiritual being, and sometimes applying 
to the error state into which he has fall-
en through ignorance of the truth about 
himself. Paul charged Timothy in this 
wise: "Give diligence to present thyself 
approved unto God . . . handling aright 
the word of t ruth"; or "rightly dividing 
the word of truth." When we read such 
passages as 

"But man is born unto trouble, 
As the sparks fly upward" 

and "As for man, his days are as grass"; 
if we follow Paul's counsel we shall "di-
vide" and apply Scripture texts aright, 
and thus avoid the confusion that arises 
from apparent contradictions in the 
Bible. 

This "handling aright" is important, 
because many read passages about man 
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as a sinner condemned to die for his 
sin, and overlook the passages that call 
man righteous and heir to eternal life 
through Christ. Their way of "rightly 
dividing" the word of truth is to make 
man helplessly and hopelessly a sinner 
until he dies, and perfect and eternal 
after death. This "division" will not 
hold good, as we shall find when we fol-
low the Spirit of truth. Here and now 
is salvation, but we must believe in it, 
accept it, lay hold of it. Death is the 
wages of sin, the result of sin, and can-
not open the way to glory and to eternal 
life. "For the wages of sin is death; 
but the free gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord." "For this 
is the will of my Father, that every one 
that beholdeth the Son, and believeth on 
him, should have eternal life." "He 
that hath the Son hath the life; he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not 
the life." "For as the Father hath 
life in himself, even so gave he 
to the Son also to have life in 
himself." To have the Son is to have 
the consciousness of Christ as one's own 
self. This is, of course, not the personal 
self, the limited self which we have 
ignorantly believed ourselves to be, but 
the one, only, true, divine self. Man 
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must consciously abide in the knowledge 
that he is Spirit, that there is but one 
life, and that through his Christ self he 
is that eternal life. This consciousness 
can only be attained by the practice of 
withdrawing oneself from externalities 
and by frequent periods of prayer and 
meditation in which one fixes one's at-
tention on this divine indweller until 
Christ becomes an actuality as well as 
an ideal. 

Ability to discern the Son, the indwell-
ing Christ, comes from Spirit. When 
Peter confessed, "Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God," Jesus said, 
"Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jonah: 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father who is in 
heaven." 

In seeking to bring forth the perfect 
man, the Christ of God, we must keep 
before us the true standard, the one 
ideal man, the image of God, the divine 
indweller that was created "in the be-
ginning." We are not to look to Paul 
or to any of the apostles, or to the proph-
ets, or to others who made partial dem-
onstrations. We are not to look to any-
thing outside of ourselves as our model, 
but to take the same image that Jesus 
took, and by constantly beholding this 

22 

indwelling pattern, God's idea of Him-
self, we identify ourselves with it until 
we become that which God is, become 
His likeness. We have grown together 
until like Jesus we can say, "He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father." 
"I and the Father are one." It is this 
Christ that is within us that is to be 
brought forth into the flesh, and noth-
ing outside our own consciousness can 
do this. We must expect to do greater 
things than any of the apostles or proph-
ets did, for we are to do even greater 
things than Jesus did; and it is our mak-
ing ourselves one with the Father that 
enables us to let the Father do His per-
fect work through our human vehicle, 
our mind and body, since we have thus 
sanctified and made it holy for Him, a 
fit habitation and workshop. 

In reading the Scriptures we find the 
expression "Son of man." In the Old 
Testament it occurs in the prophecies 
of Ezekiel about eighty-nine times; it 
also appears in the Book of Daniel. In 
the New Testament we find the same ex-
pression used in connection with Jesus 
about eighty times. In some instances, 
the Old Testament, in writing the 
phrase "Son of man," uses a small letter 
to begin it. In the New Testament we 
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find it written "Son of man," the cap-
ital letter being used invariably in the 
word "son." "Son of man" indicates 
that which is essentially human in man's 
character or consciousness. 

God is the one, perfect, original mind, 
or Spirit. That which is the offspring, 
the expression, or Son of God is divine 
consciousness, spiritual man thinking 
God's thoughts, knowing only wholeness 
and perfection, expressing the absolute 
good, pure being. 

That which is the projection of di-
vine consciousness, its offspring, that 
which springs out into the world is its 
son, the son of man, human conscious-
ness. It is man in his state of becoming, 
man living in a relative world. When 
we write it with a capital S, Son of 
man, it indicates the highest concept of 
the human or moral man blending into 
the divine, Man becoming God in his 
nature, the Son of man whose aim and 
purpose is to be the Son of God. The 
Son of God is the ideal, the archetype, 
the pattern, and man is the expression 
and manifestation of this ideal. 
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"HIS LIKENESS" 
"How does God look?" said my little 

lass. 
At her questions I often smiled; 
But this time I offered a prayer, in-

stead, 
For guidance to help my child. 

"God's face is seen in the heart of a rose, 
In the bud of a lily white, 
In the brightness of sunshine after rain, 
And the charm of a moonlight night; 
In the beauty of everlasting hills, 
The trees with their leafy shade, 
In the sky above and the earth beneath, 
And all things He has made. 
But the dearest picture I ever saw, 
The clearest and finest too, 
Is His likeness in hearts that hallow His 

name 
And seek His works to do." 

"Now I know how God looks," said my 
little lass— 

Her sweet words dropped like dew, 
And left a song in my weary heart— 
"I think God looks like you." 

—Nettie Cole King. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Give reasons for considering the 
Scriptures allegorical. 

2. What phase of creation is described 
in the 1st chapter of Genesis? 

3. What evidence have we in the Bible 
that this is an ideal and not a mani-
fest creation? 

4. Who or what is Jehovah, the Lord 
God of the Scriptures. 

5. Explain the difference between 
ideal man and manifest man. 

6. What is a "thought center"? 
7. How are thought centers formed? 
8. How does man lose his conscious-

ness of divine harmony? 
9. What and where is the "tree of 

life"? 
10. How is man restored to divine har-

mony? 
11. State the difference between the 
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mortal and the spiritual conception 
of the object of man's existence. 

12. What terms are used to designate 
the trinity as it is expressed in 
man? 

13. What is the result if man fails to 
recognize the unity of this trinity 
in him? 

14. What is meant by believing on 
Christ unto salvation? 

15. Explain why we should be wise in 
the use of the term I AM. 

16. How does man identify himself 
with the absolute? How and what 
is it to acknowledge the Son? 

17. What is the only way to life 
eternal? 

18. How should the Scriptures be "di-
vided" in interpreting the use of 
the term "man" ? 

19. What is Christ? Why should we 
take Christ only as our model? 

20. Who is the "Son of man"? Is there 
a distinction between the "son of 
man" and the "Son of man"? 
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