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Annotations 

Series 2 Lesson 3 

Man, The Image and Likeness of God 

1. Give reasons for considering the Scriptures allegorical. 

1. An allegory is a description of one thing or event, under the 
image of another which resembles it in properties and circum

stances. In the Bible an allegory is the presentation of abstract 
principles under the guise of concrete forms. 

A symbol is a visible sign, one that is conventional or 
traditional, of something invisible—as an idea, a quality, or 
an inner spiritual ideal that may not be adequately expressed in 
language or form. For example, the lion symbolizes courage; a 
nimbus enclosing a cross symbolizes Christ. Philosophers considered 
the ideal as being so perfect that they deemed it impossible to 
reproduce or duplicate the ideal in the exterior. 

"What is stated in the Book of Genesis in the form of 
allegory can be reduced to ideas, and these ideas can 
be worked out by the guidance of mental laws" (MYSTERIES 
OF GENESIS, page 9). 

The word scriptures has come to mean any sacred writings. Be
fore these sacred subjects were writings, they were handed down by 
word of mouth from one generation to another, especially in the East. 
The symbols used became confused with traditions. The result is 
symbolical allegories in which original ideas that were revealed to 
inspired men are mixed with events, characters, and cities. These 
finally became "scriptures." In these allegories and symbols there 
is given a plan for man to follow in order that he may live an 
enriched life religiously, economically, politically, and socially. 

In Lesson 6, Part 1, of Unity's New Testament Bible course we 
read: 

"A parable is a short story dealing with familiar 
subjects or situations, and is told for the purpose of 
illustrating or making clear some important truth or 
phase of teaching. Thus, the value of the parable is to 
be found not in the actual story, but in the truth or 
teaching which it pictorially presents. A popular defini
tion is: 'A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly 
meaning.'" 

In interpreting the allegories, symbols, and metaphors given in 
our Scriptures, many have done so from an undeveloped state of con
sciousness. They have accepted and insisted on the "letter" of the 
word instead of the spiritual meaning that it is intended to convey. 
The meaning was "veiled" behind forms, rites, ceremonies, and creeds, 
and was not deduced from the story that was told. 
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2. What phase of creation is described in the first chapter of 
Genesis? 

2. The first chapter of Genesis is considered to be an allegorical 
description of the ideal or spiritual phase of creation—the 

blueprint stage. It is a record of the creation of spiritual man 
(the Jehovah, the I AM, the Christ, the Lord God, the only-begotten 
Son, the man created in God's image and after His likeness, the direct 
offspring of Divine Mind). It is considered to be a statement of the 
ideas upon which evolution is based. This description does not in
clude manifest, objective, or evolutional man, the human being. Rather 
it deals with involution—ideas involved in creation. This creation 
takes place in the one creative Mind, Spirit, where God (Elohim) acts 
in His capacity as creative power. 

We are to understand that God (Elohim) created the substance 
that produces the appearance (matter). God (Elohim), Spirit, creates 
the spiritual idea which is afterward made manifest through Jehovah 
God, spiritual man, the created. God created the ideas that produced 
creation, including ideal man, and He pronounced this creation "good" 
and "very good." That perfect or ideal man is the essential spiritual 
image in every individual, with the potential to come forth into mani
festation in compliance with spiritual law. 

3. What evidence have we in the Bible that this is an ideal and not 
a manifest creation? 

3. The first chapter of Genesis describes the ideal creation of man 
and states that God "finished" His work in the ideal or planning 

stage. The second chapter makes the announcement that "there was not 
a man to till the ground" (Gen. 2:5). This shows that while spiritual 
man had been created as the image of God, he had not yet been manifested; 
he had not yet evolved as a human being, as man living in a three-
dimensional form or body who could "till the ground" so that it might 
yield its increase. 

Often words are regarded as synonymous that, strictly speaking, 
are not. The words expression and manifestation are examples. 
Expression means the pressing out or fulfilling of an idea in all 
its details in consciousness. It is the process of the formative 
power of thought, the making of an image of what is expected to be 
brought forth later on. Manifestation is result, the fulfillment of 
expression, the formed word, the living object that appears in the 
sphere of the senses. 

"A man to till the ground" (Gen.2:5) would necessarily be a 
manifest man. It would take a natural man to work in the natural 
sphere of creation—a man equipped with a body or form that would 
make connection with and have somewhat of an understanding of nature. 

This is the evidence that the Bible presents to us that there 
is first the ideal creation (expression in mind of the plan), and 
later on the manifestation makes its appearance. 

4. Who o*: what is Jehovah, the Lord God of the Scriptures? 
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4. Jehovah, the Lord God of the Scriptures, is the name that is 
given to spiritual man, the image of God. "Then God said, Let 

us make man in our image, after our likeness'* (Gen. 1:26) . The Lord 
God, or Jehovah, is God individuated in man as the creative power of 
God, the law of man's being. The Lord God, or Jehovah, is the creative 
life principle that originates and sustains all life, all conscious
ness, from the highest to the lowest levels of intelligence. The Lord 
God, or Jehovah, is the one Presence and one Power individuated in man 
as his spiritual nature, his power to express and manifest his perfec
tion as the image of God. 

"The man that God created in His own image and likeness and 
promounced good and very good is spiritual man. This man is 
the direct offspring of Divine Mind, God's idea of perfect 
man. This is the only-begotten Son, the Christ, the Lord 
God, the Jehovah, the I AM. In the 2d chapter this Jehovah 
or divine idea of perfect man forms the manifest man and 
calls his name Adam" (MYSTERIES OF GENESIS, page 12). 

In the Scofield Reference Bible, page 6, we find this definition 
of Jehovah or Lord God: 

"The primary meaning of the name Lord (Jehovah) is 'the 
self-existent One' . . . But Havah, from which Jehovah, 
or Yahwe, is formed, signifies also 'to become,' that is, 
to become known, thus pointing to a continuous and increas
ing self-revelation. Combining these meanings of Havah, we 
arrive at the meaning of the name Jehovah. He is 'the self-
revealing One' who reveals Himself." 

The people of the Old Testament times did not recognize Jehovah, 
the Lord God, as the creative, executive, and causative power, the 
law of their being. They did not recognize this very Presence and 
Power of God working in and through them to bring to them the very 
highest good that was possible for them to have at their level of 
consciousness. They thought of Jehovah as their special tribal God, 
somewhere apart from them. They attributed to Him the power to 
bless and to curse, to send happiness, peace, and prosperity, and 
also to send floods, fires, and other forms of destruction. Some
times we find Him pictured as a God of vengeance, visiting His wrath 
upon mankind; sometimes we find Him pictured as a God of lovingkind-
ness. Sometimes He is pictured as a punisher, sometimes as a de
liverer. This same concept is prevalent among many people today. 

Unity's explanation of these varied concepts of the Lord God, 
or Jehovah, is that in the evolving soul of man, the human being, 
the creative power of God becomes a causative power as it works in 
man * s mental realm, the realm of cause and effect (the realm of man's 
thinking and feeling). It produces for man that which accords with 
his thoughts, feelings, and words. "As a man thinketh in his heart 
so is he" (Prov. 23:7 A.V.) in manifestation, or in other words, as 
he thinks and feels so is he in his everyday experiences. 

The writers of the New Testament had evolved in soul growth and 
had come to the place in consciousness where they caught a glimpse 
of the perfect working of this causative power in man, and they called 
it the Christ. 
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The Christ is the name of the perfect working of the creative 
and causative power of God in man's spirit, soul, body, producing 
only good. The Christ is this self-revealing One, revealing Himself 
to man in all His power, in all His fullness, working and producing 
the image of God in the likeness of God. 

5. Explain the difference between ideal man and manifest man. 

5. "Ideal man" is a spiritual creation of God, the man God created 
in His own "image" (Gen. 1:27). Since God creates in ideas, 

ideal man is non-physical, an idea involved or enveloped in God Mind, 
a pattern, an archetype, a creation coexistent and coterminus with 
God. "Ideal man" is the Lord God, or the Christ, the I AM. 

"Manifest man" is the human being, the physical man, the man 
evolving, expressing, reproducing, and developing according to his 
individual understanding the pattern of the ideal man implanted with
in him. 

"Ideal man" dwells eternally in manifest man as the God-created 
"image" whose "likeness" manifest man is continuously unfolding and 
evolving. The "ideal man" is an impression of God; "manifest man" 
is an expression of God at the level of unfoldment of the individual 
soul. "Ideal man" embraces all the spiritual attributes or ideas; 
"manifest man" is an expresser of these attributes or ideas. "Ideal 
man" is the source of" God ideas in man; "manifest man" is the user of 
the ideas. "Ideal man" is eternal, infinite, universal, changeless; 
"manifest man" is in the process of change, evolving and unfolding 
his consciousness of his divine nature as a self-conscious entity. 

6. What is a "thought center"? 

6. A thought center is an idea or an aggregation of ideas, beliefs, 
or concepts that is the nucleus around which substance (mind 

essence) gathers to form a mental structure. Thought is the act or 
process prompted by the one creative Mind. It does not relate alone 
to thinking as done by a self-conscious entity. It is any movement 
in the one creative Mind working toward consciousness. The essential 
principles of the Christ Mind, inherent in manifest man and the universe, 
become consciousness through these mind processes. 

A center is that point within a sphere which is equally distant 
from every other point of its circumference, a focal point from which 
radiate the life and light that animate all parts of the sphere 
of its activity. 

The primal "thought center" is spiritual man, the image-likeness 
of God. In the Old Testament he is named Lord God, or Jehovah God; 
in the New Testament he is named Jesus Christ. The Lord, or Jehovah 
God, functions as the "beginning" of God's ideal of man working in 
wisdom. Jesus Christ functions as the "fulfillment" of God's ideal 
of man working in love. 

God's sphere of activity is man and the universe. The ideal is 
the pattern that is centered in God consciousness as I AM, the focal 
point. This pattern is to be expressed in the soul of man and mani
fested in his body and affairs. 
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7. How are thought centers formed? 

7. Thought centers are formed by the creative power of God moving 
ideas toward expression through man's consciousness for mani

festation in the realm of form. What are called "thought centers" 
in the body are formed because of the experiences through which the 
body has passed, in its long evolutionary journey toward expression 

>• and manifestation, from a single cell to its present complex organism, 
man learns much through experience, and he knows for himself only 
that which he experiences. Before man had the power to reason, which 
is a mark of self-consciousness, his body had a feeling nature led by 
desire. As the biological body evolved, desire was the chief charac
teristic and ruled its life. In order to grow, the body desired food, 
so the biological cell wrapped itself around what would sustain it 
and cause it to expand. A repetition of this process, through count
less ages, resulted in the formation of a stomach. Other organs were 
formed through similar processes until an organism was evolved with 
a highly developed nervous system and brain. Need to function pre
ceded organization. 

In the early stages of man's unfoldment on this earth his reason
ing consciousness was expressing but dimly. The senses were paramount 
and instinct was the highest degree of intelligence functioning through 
the body. When the body was bruised or wounded, it experienced a 
sensation of "not good." When it found a choice morsel of food that 
satisfied hunger, it e'xperienced a "good" and "very good" sensation. 
There was no reasoning done about it, just the establishing of re-

j - \ actions to sensation experienced. The cells and organs of the body 
were formed through these instinctive experiences, not through self-
conscious thinking, as we understand thinking today, but as desires 
and feelings. 

Manifest man feels, desires, thinks, speaks, acts, and evolves 
because of the movement of the creative I AM, Jehovah, or Lord God, 
the Son of God, spiritual man within seeking expression. 

8. How does man lose his consciousness of divine harmony? 

8. Man does not manifest harmony in his life when he fails to think 
on divine ideas only, when he does not keep consciously in touch 

with I AM as the life and light of his being. 

Divine harmony is the result of a consciousness that is united 
individually and collectively with the life principle in all creation. 
Consciousness is the direct knowing of each one for himself, attained 
through thinking, feeling, speaking, and acting according to his be
liefs. 

Very often a young person reaches a time when he thinks the 
rules of his father's house place too many restraints on him. He 
feels that he knows more than his father does. Therefore, he leaves 
his father's house to seek his fortune. So it is sometimes with man 
in relation to his heavenly Father. As a self-conscious entity he is 
in an adolescent stage of development spiritually. He depends on his 
own present consciousness, acquired through what he has experienced, 
and does not turn to the Lord of life, the I AM. He goes out from 
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his Father's house (God consciousness) into a "far country" to make 
his own laws and to reap the results of a consciousness apart from 
the Lord. He loses conscious contact with the I AM and forgets his 
own innate divinity by keeping his attention and interest on the 
external; thus he loses consciousness of the harmony that is his 
divine inheritance. 

9. What and where is the "tree of life" as spoken of in the 
Scriptures? 

9. The "tree of life" (Gen. 2:9) is a figurative expression denot
ing God immanent (indwelling) as the Creator and Sustainer of 

life in all living forms; it is the inherent life of all organisms. 
We also refer to it as the life principle, the I AM, the spiritual 
center in every man. 

"The 'tree of life also in the midst of the garden' rep
resents the absolute life principle established in man 
consciousness by Divine Mind" (METAPHYSICAL BIBLE DICTION
ARY, page 663). 

Life is a continuous stream of energy, and emanation of God, 
energizing all the forms that have evolved that they may live and 
fulfill the purpose for which they have come forth. Inherent in the 
"tree of life" is the intelligence that reveals to each manifestation 
or form the way of life and growth and the capacity to fulfill this 
way. Also inherent in the "tree of life" is the law of each species 
by which it lives, evolves, and reproduces according to the type or 
pattern of its kind. 

Life in its branching—as a tree—in the threefold nature of 
man, is in man's spiritual nature termed the I AM, the Christ, the 
life principle; in his soul nature (his mind, conscious and sub
conscious) it is the assimilation he makes of the life principle 
and which he expresses psychologically; in his body nature, life 
is physiologically manifested and neurologically expressed in man's 
nervous system. 

10. How is man restored to divine harmony? 

10. Man is restored to divine harmony through returning in con
sciousness (thinking and feeling) to God and learning the 

right use of his creative and causative power. When man gets an 
understanding of his own threefold nature (spirit, soul, body) and 
his relation to his Father-Mother God, then he becomes reestablished 
in his thinking, feeling, and acting to a state of agreement with 
the rhythm of life. He becomes an integrated and harmonious being; 
he lives in the Garden of Eden (harmony). 

"The Hebrew 'Gan-heden' commonly rendered Garden of Eden 
is a compound of surpassing greatness. The word Gan means 
any organized sphere of activity, a garden, a body, a world, 
a universe. The word Heden, Eden, means a time, a season, 
an age, an eternity, as well as beauty, pleasure, an ornament, 
a witness. . . . When man is bringing forth the qualities 
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of Being in divine order, he dwells in Eden, or in a state 
_̂  of bliss in a harmonious body. . . . The Garden of Eden is 

the divine consciousness" (METAPHYSICAL BIBLE DICTIONARY, 
page 181). 

The Scriptural promise reads, "you will seek me and find me; 
when you seek me with all your heart" and the endeavor of man to 
search for God within himself, with steadfastness, results in the 
restoration of harmony in all areas of his life. 

11. What is the object of man's existence? 

11. The true object of man's existence is to express all that God 
is in mind, body, and affairs here and now. The average per

son's conception of this object is that man is to be successful in 
material ways, to acquire prestige and position. Cognizance is not 
taken of the fact that a person achieving these things may still 
not be finding any real satisfaction for himself. 

"The object of man's existence is to demonstrate 
the Truth of Being" (CHRISTIAN HEALING, page 55). 

The spiritual conception of existence is that man is to fulfill 
himself by expressing the divine attributes (ideas) that are an inher
ent part of his nature—the qualities of life, love, power, intelli
gence, and so forth. In the process of this fulfillment, position 
and possessions may very well come as a by-product (they frequently 
do), because the true meaning of existence is found in the inner 
values such as security, comfort, love, life. These values must in 
turn bring forth manifest results. 

"Creation is not complete until it becomes manifest in 
the outer" (Addenda to METAPHYSICAL BIBLE DICTIONARY, 
page 1) . 

One conception of the object of man's existence is to impress 
the world in a superficial way. The approach from a deeper stand
point is that man is to express his spiritual resources (divine 
ideas) that are his inheritance from God in ways that make a con
tribution to mankind as well as to the individual. In the first 
viewpoint, the aim of man is determined only by outer results; in 
the other, by inner results, the "fruit of the Spirit" (Gal. 5:22). 

Jesus states as the object of His existence: "I came that 
they may have life, and have it abundantly" (John 10:10). We may 
express abundant life by coming into understanding of our true pur
pose in life. In expressing the true object of our existence, we 
become wiser, happier, more loving and positive in our approaches 
to life. 

"What is man that thou art mindful of him, 
and the son of man that thou dost care for him? 
Yet thou hast made him little less than God, 
and dost crown him with glory and honor. 
Thou hast given him dominion over the works of 
thy hands" (Psalms 8:4-6). 
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12, Give the phases of man as a threefold being, and explain the 
result if he fails to recognize this unity of his being, 

12. As brought out in the lesson material (page 6) the threefold 
nature of man is expressed as: spirit, soul, body. The lesson 

gives each phase very clearly, and suggests that Annotation 4, 
Lesson 3 of LESSONS IN TRUTH be studied for more expansion on this 
part of the question, 

13. What is the result if man fails to recognize the unity of his 
being, as spirit, soul, body? 

13. Failure to recognize the oneness of man's being as spirit, soul, 
body (and the place of each phase in making up the whole man) 

causes us to experience a sense of lack, separation, and unfulfill-
ment. Then, as the lesson points out, our physical organism (body) 
will fail to manifest the health that is ours as a son of God, 

A feeling of separateness reveals itself to us in many ways. 
At one extreme, it may take the direction of an attempt to retire 
within the self, to become an introvert. The first phase, or spirit, 
is thought to be found entirely here, and soul and body phases are 
left undeveloped. A person becomes thus an introvert often seeks 
to escape from participation in life* he may become a recluse. 

At the other extreme, through our non-recognition of our tri-
unity of spirit, soul, body we may give ourself over to the view 
that the gratification and comfort of the body is our paramount 
interest; we would then become an extrovert. Or there may be a 
search for soul satisfaction by the intellectual pursuit of know
ledge, thus developing the intellect (thinking faculty) to such an 
extent that anything of the spiritual side of life is ignored or 
counted of little value. 

We need to know that the essence of our being is the Spirit of 
God, the source of the life, substance, and intelligence that per
meates our soul and body. It is in recognizing the values of spirit, 
the pursuits of the soul (mind), and the development of the body 
that we find integration, the unity of our threefold nature bring
ing harmony into all levels of life. 

14. What is meant by believing on Christ unto salvation? 

14, Believing on Christ unto salvation is believing so firmly in 
the spiritual principles, ideas, that; make up our Christ 

nature that they become the motivation of our thinking, feeling, 
speaking, and acting. The freedom we find in expressing these 
principles is our salvation. 

Wrong attitudes and limiting concepts about man bind us and 
keep us from experiencing the spiritual mastery we seek. Our faith 
is not being placed on the life, love, and intelligence constituting 
our Christ nature, nor on the potential of these ideals and ideas to 
become actual in experience. Conversely, right attitudes, the 
conviction that the latent good can become manifest, redeem us 
from limitations. 
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"He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world** 
(I John 4:4) was an insight of John. The greater "he" is the 
Christ. This realization will meet any issue that has to be met. 
This is "believing on Christ unto salvation." 

15. Explain why we should be wise in the use of the term I AM. 

15. This lesson has brought out that I AM is the name for ideal 
man, the Christ, the creative power of God in man (the first 

phase of man's threefold nature). Thus, to use the powers of the 
I AM in an unwise way is to bring into our life experiences that 
which we do not want, Charles Fillmore emphasizes this on pages 
123 and 124 of the book JESUS CHRIST HEALS: 

"It is possible for man to take I AM power and apply it 
in external ways and leave out the true spiritual law. 
In our day we are proclaiming that man can use I AM power 
to restore health and bring increased happiness . . . 
But some people are using this power in a material way, 
neglecting soul culture, building up the external without 
taking the intermediate step between the supreme Mind an 
its manifestation in the outer." 

As sons of God we were given the I AM powers as our spiritual 
heritage. With this heritage goes the responsibility of administer
ing it wisely. It is vital, therefore, that we use the I AM powers 

lyrs wisely, righteously, and constructively, for that which we experience 
in our everyday life is the result of our use or misuse of spiritual 
powers. We come to see the reason for the almost magical results 
from sincere affirmation when we realize our responsibility in the 
use of our I AM powers. We say for our body: "I AM God's life, 
substance, and intelligence in form." For our affairs we might 
affirm: "I AM prosperous, successful, harmonious." If we are 
desirous of having God's revelations of Truth, we might declare: 
"I AM one with God's light, life, and understanding." In such 
statements there is no thought of powers outside of ourself, but 
rather the present tense acceptance of them as available now. 
(A review of Lesson Three of HOW I USED TRUTH would be very en
lightening here.) 

16. How does man identify himself with the Absolute? How and what 
is it to acknowledge the Son? 

16. We establish first that the Absolute is God. Webster says of 
the word absolute: "Not dependent on anything else; not 

determined by or''"effected by anything outside itself; fundamental; 
ultimate; intrinsic; unqualified; self-contained and self-sufficient.' 
Through our studies we have come to see that this definition applies 
to God as the Absolute of all existence, the self-existent One. How 
then do we identify ourselves with the Absolute? We are always so 
identified, but if we are not conscious of this oneness with God, 

; -̂s then we need to seek quickening through prayer. We need to become 
alive and alert to this relationship we have with our Father-Mother 
God; then we are truly "identified with the Absolute." 
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The Son is a term for our own divine nature, our God-Self, 
the divine pattern in us; but only as we become consciously 
identified with God (the Absolute) can we express and manifest 
this nature. 

To "acknowledge the Son" requires that we first identify our-
self consciously with God (the Absolute), then proceed to manifest 
our sonship in thought, word, and deed. Acknowledgment, so far as 
spiritual growth is concerned, is never merely in words, but must 
be the actual living of that which we would acknowledge. Thus to 
truly "acknowledge the Son" we must be living according to the 
divine pattern in all phases of our life, our business relation
ships, our human relationships, our social relationships. 

17. What is the way to build a consciousness of eternal life? 

17. Life eternal, everlasting, timeless is God, the one life with
out beginning and without ending. This source of life is with

in man as the Christ, the I AM, the life principle. Here within our 
own being we appropriate the life idea moving from the Source, God, 
the one creative Mind, into expression and manifestation. "I write 
this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may 
know that you have eternal life" (I John 5:13). 

God "moves" through creation as the eternal movement of His 
nature as life to find expression. This movement is spoken of as 
the Spirit of God. Every form of creation is expressing and mani
festing life, the Spirit of God, according to its degree of develop
ment. 

Consciousness is the direct knowing of each one for himself, 
attained through thinking, feeling, speaking, and acting according 
to his beliefs. A consciousness of anytliing, be it of life, of 
health, of peace, of prosperity, or of a negative nature such as 
sickness, lack, and limitation, is developed by using the tools of 
thinking, feeling, speaking, and acting. The difference lies in 
the mold or the pattern that man uses as a standard for these 
activities. The I AM, the creative power of God, is the power 
that enables men to build all states of consciousness according 
to the thoughts provided by man. We need to remember that con
sciousness is never just thinking alone, but feeling must be added. 

The building of a consciousness of oternal life must be dene 
in the same orderly way in which our consciousness deals with any 
qualities we wish to manifest. Through Jtudy, meditation, entering 
the Silence, we become acquainted with tie life idea. We see its 
source in the Christ, or I AM, within us. We may need to use denial 
to erase any misconceptions we might hav* had about life being limited, 
As we use our affirmations of the eternalness of life, that is, life 
without beginning or ending, we begin to take on conviction that life 
is ours by divine right. Our whole consciousness changes; we begin 
to see the truth of Paul's statement in tomans 12s2, "Be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind." When we are faced in our outer life 
with challenges that seem to belie the eternalness of life, our ex
panded consciousness of the truth of life sustains us. We are no 
longer tossed by uncertainty; we have built a consciousness of eternal 
life as being ours now, not at some time in the future. 
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18. How should the Scriptures be "divided" in interpreting the use 
of the term man? 

18. The terra man is used in the Scriptures with two references. 
In some instances the reference is made to manifest man, the 

human being, the evolutionary man, the outpicturing of the unfold
ing soul of man. In other instances, it is made to the unmanifest 
man, the spirit of man, the Christ, the involutionary image. State
ments that otherwise appear contradictory are reconcilable in this 
framework of reference. 

As an example of this, "man" is sometimes referred to as being 
of the earth, earthy, no health in him. Again he is referred to as 
the image-likeness of God, alive forevermore as the Son of God. 
Jesus sometimes referred to Himself from the two levels of His 
nature, the human and the divine. John 5:30 records His saying, "I 
can do nothing on my own authority." But Matthew 28:18 quotes His 
stating, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me." 

The Scriptural references to man that proclaim his limitations 
are made from the human viewpoint without consideration of spirit
ual possibilities. The references that proclaim his divine poten
tialities are made from the viewpoint that sees man as primarily a 
spiritual being, expressing and manifesting through a soul and body. 

19. What is Christ? Explain fully how Christ is man's salvation. 
(See Colossians 1:27.) 

19. "Christ" is the "anointed" one, a name translated from the Greek 
with this meaning. The Hebrew word is Messiah, the expected 

king, deliverer, and savior. John identified Christ with the Logos, 
The Word. Simon Peter identified the Christ as the "Son of the 
living God" (Matt. 16:16). Paul wrote of "Christ the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God" (I Cor. 1:24). In modern usage the name is 
often used synonymously with Jesus. 

The Unity teachings identify "Christ" as spiritual man, the 
man created in the image and after the likeness of God. "Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness" (Gen. 1:26). "Christ" is 
the primal man Idea, the pattern, the archetype, the ideal, the 
I AM. As the spiritual essence of all mankind, the indwelling 
"Christ" becomes to each individual king, deliverer, and savior. 

When God is defined as Divine Mind, "Christ" can be understood 
as the Idea, the Logos, the Word, or Divine Mind as it expresses 
in each man. When God is defined as Father, "Christ" is the off
spring, or the Son of God. 

To man in his relationship to God, "Christ" is the divinity of 
his nature, the power, the life and the wisdom indwelling. In 
Christian thought, the man Jesus most fully identified Himself 
with the "Christ." The two terms, as a result, have come to be 
often used interchangeably as referring to Jesus. 

"Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Col. 1:27). "Christ" 
represents all the principles or powers of God as individuated in 
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each human being, the image or spiritual pattern and the resources 
or means for developing it into manifestation, for producing only 
good. This is man's salvation, and it comes to man as a gift from 
God. This is God's will or plan for man by which man is to evolve, 
grow, and unfold into the very likeness of God. It is available to 
man at all times when man is ready to accept it as his way of life. 

The "Christ," in the truest sense, is the only true model that 
man can take. "Christ" is implanted within the heart of mankind as 
the pattern of the design to be worked out, as the source of ideals 
and the promoter of aspirations. It is man's work to attain a 
consciousness of, accept, and make use of all the spiritual powers 
and qualities that are in the "Christ," so that he may live to the 
honor of man and to the glory of God. Points covering this question 
are also found in other Annotations of this Lesson. 

20. To whom do we refer when we say: "Son of God"; "Son of man"; 
"son of man"? 

20. The "Son of God" is Jehovah God, Christ, I AM, the composite 
Idea of God, the image of God, the Word of God, spiritual man, 

the ideal pattern of man in the Mind of God. This ideal is inherent 
in every man as his spiritual nature. 

The "Son of man" is the human being or manifest man quickened 
in awareness to the divinity of himself. He is becoming conscious 
of himself as a "Son of God," and is gradually expressing and mani
festing his real nature. This state of becoming conscious of him
self as a "Son of God" is metaphorically referred to as the "new 
birth," "rebirth," being "born again," being "born anew." 

The "son of man" is the human being, the manifest man not yet 
fully awakened to his spiritual nature. It is man often binding 
himself by human limitations rather than freeing himself by spirit
ual possibilities. The "son of man" conceives of himself as a 
species, as an object in nature, without adequate understanding of 
the latent inner power and character of the species to lift it to 
increasingly greater expression. He may be very moral in his actions, 
yet still he holds a belief in God as apart from himself. 

The "son of man" becomes the "Son of man" when he is "renewed 
in the spirit" (Eph. 4:23) of his mind and puts on the "new nature, 
created after the likeness of God" (Eph. 4:24). That is, he comes 
to realize who he is and begins manifesting the Truth in mind, body, 
and affairs. 

Awareness, awakening, glimpsing the spiritual possibilities of 
himself in his evolutionary progress, is not by itself enough to 
lift the "son of man" to new levels of expression, although this 
insight is a fundamental step. The insight necessarily is to be 
carried into fulfillment by active pursuit of the spiritual ideal 
envisioned. A characteristic of God is movement. Consider the 
attributes equated with God, those of life, love, intelligence, 
power—all are suggestive of activity. A concept of the ideal of 
love without loving, of life without expanded living, of intelli
gence and power without exercising them, makes these attributes 
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only abstract principles and not actual experiences. The "son of 
man" must awaken to his true relationship to God and begin to use 
the life, love, intelligence, and power that are his divine herit
age; then he is "Son of man," having acknowledged the Son of God as 
his true source and guide. 
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