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Correspondence &C&00I department 

A Course of Twelve Lessons on the Science of Being and Christian 

Healing, given by the Unity Society Correspondence School. 

LESSON THREE 

MAN, THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD 

The Scriptures contain in symbol a most wonderful description of 

the creative action of Divine Mind, and one who studies the Bible merely as a 

historical record, or as a guide to morals, fails to sound the depths of 

these ancient writings. 

Paul was a Hebrew, and a scholar, learned in the Scriptures, and he 

understood their allegorical character and value. Speaking of Abraham and 

his two sons, one born of a bondmaid, the other of a free-woman, he says, 

''Which things are an allegory.'' Then he explains that these two sons are 

two covenants, and he opens up a teaching rich in spiritual import, which 

is entirely lost on one who reads the story of Abraham merely as a his-

torical narrative. 

Even the orthodox church recognizes, in a measure, that Bible his-

tory is something more than history. They see in the journey of the 

Israelites to the Promised Land, a picture of man's progress from sense 

consciousness to spiritual consciousness, or, as they would express it, 

from earth to heaven. (It must, however, be kept in mind that ''the king-

dom of heaven is within you.'') 

So we shall seek to get back of the letter of the Scripture, and 

discern the spiritual meaning of every passage that we consider. 

If we study the first chapter of Genesis in the light of the Spirit, 

we find that it describes in symbol the creative action of Universal Mind 
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in the realm of ideas, and does not pertain to the manifest world any more 

than the inventor's idea pertains to the machine which he-afterwards 

builds. Keeping in mind the trinity, Mind, Idea, Expression, we know that 

creation takes place in the realm of ideas, and that the story of creation 

given in Genesis can only be understood by applying it to the realm in 

which it belongs. For every created thing, there is first the idea, then 

the expression. So the six days' creation described in the first chapter 

of Genesis represents six great ideal projections from Divine Mind. The 

climax is reached in the creation of man. This ideal man is the image 

and likeness of God, is Lord of creation. To him is given dominion over 

every created thing. 

That the creation outlined in the first chapter of Genesis is in 

the realm of ideas is shown in the fifth verse of the second chapter, where 

it is written, ''And there was not a man to till the ground.'' This state-

ment is made after creation is described as complete. 

In the first chapter it is God who creates. In the second, after the 

work of God is said to be finished, it is the Lord God who is named as 

creator. This Lord God is Christ, the spiritual man. Ideal man is I AM; 

manifest man is I WILL. I AM is the Lord God of Scripture, and I WILL is 

the Adam. It is the I AM that forms and breathes into the I WILL man the 

''breath of life.'' In the realm of the ideal, we are I AM; when we are ex-

pressing those ideas in thought and act, we are I WILL. 

I AM in expression is the will of man, and everything centers about 

the will. The body is held in place as an aggregation of ideas and forces 

by the power of the central I AM. All thoughts of strength are attracted 

to one another, and make in the consciousness a Strength Center which 

builds cells of like character, and we say that the man is strong and 
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muscular. Thoughts of Life vitalize and energize the body. Thoughts of 

Power give mastery and control. Thoughts of Intelligence impart the know-

ing quality. Thoughts of abundant Substance give the consciousness of 

plenty. Thoughts of Love and Peace unify and harmonize all the forces of 

man and his relations to his fellows. 

An aggregation of ideas in mind is metaphysically termed a Thought-

Center, and it is found that these group themselves in the body, and 

build organs through which they manifest. Everybody knows that Love mani-

fests through the heart, Strength through the back, and Intelligence 

through the head. 

When the will gets so absorbed in its realm of expression that it 

loses sight of the ideal, and centers its attention upon the external, it 

is Adam listening to the voice of the serpent, and hiding from the Lord 

God. This breaks the connection between Spirit and manifestation, and 

thus man loses the harmony which is his under the Divine Law. To keep up 

the manifestation, there is a drawing upon the reserve forces of the or-

ganism, ''the tree of life,'' and the real source of supply being cut off, 

man is figuratively described as being driven out of the Garden of Eden, 

or Paradise of Being. 

Man's real problem is how to get back to the Edenic state, or spir-

itual consciousness. The way back is through knowledge of the Truth of 

Being. Man must know the truth about himself, and not rest in the igno-

. rant belief that he is what he appears to be. 

There is but one Man, one Divine Ideal, the ''only begotten,'' the 

Christ, and each of us is that man. When we understand this truth, and 

conform all our thinking to it, Order and Harmony will characterize all 

our manifestations. Through man, God is bringing into outward manifesta-
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tion that which exists in the ideal. That man may measure up to his pos-

sibilities, he must understand Divine Law, and his relation to it. 

Jesus Christ understood God and man. He not only knew what was in 

man, but he knew what man's work is. The ignorant mortal consciousness 

thinks that man is here to make a living, to lay up money, to seek per-

sonal pleasure and satisfaction. But Jesus taught that man is here to ex-

press God. He is here to replenish, the earth with Divine Ideas, and to 

restore mankind, and also the earth itself to the glory which they should 

express as creations of the One Perfect Mind. All men should be about the 

Father's business even as was Jesus. And this they will do when they 

realize the Truth. All work for personal gain seems paltry and foolish 

beside the great universal work of bringing about ''the restitution of all 

things which God hath spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets since 

the world began.'' 

This work of restitution is individual. That is, we first awaken 

to the knowledge of what we are as individuals. Studying the complete, per-

fect man which is the real of each of us, we find that he is a trinity-

Spirit, soul, body. In the Divine Trinity, body is Manifestation. The 

absolute unity of this trinity should never be broken in thought or word. 

Salvation depends upon belief in the Son of God, the Christ within 

us. We must believe in his indwelling Presence, and in our oneness with 

him. That is, we must understand that the Real of each of us is the 

Christ, the Son, the image and likeness of God, and continually identify 

ourselves with him. We identify ourselves with the things to which we 

attach ''I AM.'' In mortal consciousness we make ourselves one with many 

limitations, and with all kinds of false concepts of what man is. By our 

words we are justified, and by our words we are condemned. We condemn 
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ourselves to sickness, weakness and poverty when we speak the words "I am 

sick; I am weak; I am poor,'' because we identify ourselves with these ad-

verse conditions, and the law is that whatever we make ourselves one with, 

that we manifest in mind, body and affairs. 

The privilege and responsibility of this at-one-ment and right 

identification rests with each of us. We may say, and if we would manifest 

the Divine perfection, we must say, " I am the offspring of God. I am the 

Son of God. I am perfect even as my Father in heaven is perfect. I have 

the Christ Mind. I am one with the Father. I am Life. I am Intelligence. 

I am Power. I am Substance. I am Love. I am Strength.'' 

This is acknowledging the Son, the Perfect Man, ''Christ in us the 

hope of glory; ' ' and whoever acknowledges him will be acknowledged by the 

Father. Man will come into his Divine inheritance only by laying hold of 

it in thought and word. 

In the Scriptures the term ''man'' is used somewhat indiscrimi-

nately, sometimes applying to him in his true estate, and sometimes to the 

error state into which he has fallen through ignorance of the truth about 

himself. Paul told Timothy to "rightly divide the word of Truth,'' and if 

we follow this counsel, we will divide and apply aright Scripture texts, and 

thus avoid the confusion which arises from apparent contradiction in the 

Bible. 

This is important, because many read passages about man as a sinner 

condemned to die for his sin, and overlook the passages which tell of him 

as righteous and heir of eternal life through Christ. Their way of ''di-

viding the word of Truth'' is to make man helplessly and hopelessly a sin-

ner until he dies, and perfect and eternal after death. This division 

will not hold good as we will find when we follow the Spirit of Truth. 
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Here and now is salvation. But we must believe in it, accept it, lay 

hold of it. Death is the wages of sin, the result of sin, and cannot open 

the way to glory and eternal life. ''The life is in the Son.'' ''He that 

hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. '' 

To have the Son is to have the consciousness of him as your own Self. 

This is, of course, not the personal, limited self which we have ignorantly 

believed ourselves to be, but the one, only, true, Real Self. 

This discernment of the Son, the indwelling Christ, comes from the 

Spirit. When Peter confessed, ''Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 

God,'' Jesus said, ' 'Blessed art thou: for flesh and blood hath not revealed 

it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. ' ' 

Paul wrote to the Galatians, ''It pleased God to reveal his Son in 

me,'' and it was Paul's discernment of the Christ within him that made him 

such a power in the world. 

In seeking to bring forth the Perfect Man, the Christ of God, we 

must keep before us the true standard, the One Ideal Man, and not look to 

Paul or any of the Apostles or the prophets, or others who made partial 

demonstrations, as our model. We must expect to do greater things than 

any of these men, for we are to do even greater things than Jesus did. 

Summed up, God is the one, perfect, original Mind. The Son of God 

is the Idea of Perfect Man in that original Mind. Man is the expression and 

manifestation of the Man Idea; hence the Son of Man. 
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Questions Following Lesson S. 

1. dire reasons for considering the Scripture allegorical? 

2. What phase of creation is described in the first chapter of Genesis? 

3. What evidence have we of this in the Bible? 

4. Who is the Lord God of Scripture? 

5. Explain the difference between ideal man and manifest man? 

6. What is a Thought Center? 

7. How are these Centers formed? 

8. How does man lose his consciousness of the Divine Harmony? 

9. Where is the "tree of life?" 

10. How is man restored to Divine Harmony? 

11. State the difference between the mortal and the spiritual concept of 
the objeot of man's existence? 

12. What terms are given the Divine Trinity as expressed in man? 

13. What is the result if man fails to recognize unity with this Trinity? 

14. What is meant by believing on Christ unto Salvation? 

15. Explain why we should be wise in the use of ,rI am"? 

16. How does man identify himself with the Absolute? What is it to ac-
knowledge the Son? 

17. What is the only way to life eternal? 

18. How should the Scripture be divided in the use of the term "man"? 

19. Why should we take Christ only as our model? 

20. Who is the "Son of Man"? 
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Questions Following Lesson 3. 

?. A /i- <J*ve reasons for considering the Scripture allegorical? 
I \ I 

2. What phase of creation is described m the first chapter of Genesis? 

3. What evidence have we of this in the Bible? 

4. Who is the Lord God of Scripture? 

5. Explain the difference between ideal man and manifest man? 

~t>. Wnst isa'-fhougtrtr CenterT" ~ 

• TV * How are these Centers formed? 

8.: How does man lose his consciousness of the Divine Harmony? 

9. Where is the "tree of life?" 

10. How is man restored to Divine Harmony? 

\ 

11. State the difference between the mortal and the spiritual concept of 
the object of man's existence? 

12. What terms are given the Divine Trinity as expressed in man? 

13. What is the result if man fails to recognize unity with this Trinity? 

14. What is meant by believing on Christ unto Salvation? 

5. Explain why we should be wise in the use of WI am"? 

How does man identify himself with the Absolute? What is it to ac-
knowledge the Son? 

x ( What is the only way to life eternal? 

13. How should the Scripture be divided in the use of the term "man"' 

[19. Why should we take Christ only as our model? 

*20. Wtto is the "Son of Man"? 
» w 
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Questions Following Lesson 3. 

ldering the Scripture allegorical? 

is described In the first chapter of Q-enesls? 

; we of this in the Bible? 

4. Who is the Lord God of Scripture? 

Explain the difference between ideal man and manifest man? 

.at is a' Thought Center? 

' Sow are these Centers formed? 

s iousriess of the Divine Harmony? 

ife?" 

10. How is man restored to Divine Harmony? 

State the difference between the a d the spiritual concept of 
the object of man's existence? 

What terms are given the Divine Trinity as expressed in man? 

What is the result if man fails to recognize unity with this Trinity? 

What is meant by believing on Christ unto Salvation? 

Explain why we should be wise in the use of WI am"? 

Lfy himself with the Absolute? What is it to ac-
knowledge the Son? 

What is the only way to life eternal? 

How should the Scripture be divided In the use of the term "man"? 

Why should we take Christ only as our model? 

Who is the "Son of Man"? 
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QUESTIONS FOLLOWING LESSON 3 

^j/-i'jl/l. Give reasons for considering the Scripture allegorical?*^***,; -\ .:.- ,T{c-r-,.-: 

I Is / - • ",.' -<£"*"" 

• 2 . W h a t p h a s e o f c r e a t i o n i s d e s c r i b e d i n t h e f i r s t c h a p t e r o f G e n e s i s ? - ^ , 

3. What evidence have we of this in the Bible?— — 

Who is the Lord God of Scripture? — 2--~l4-*~ -^***J%nf-

S~. Explain the difference between ideal man and manifest man?-.***" 
'jo / 6 . What is a Thought Center? - 2. r n-

7. How are these Centers formed?—4-fA^v'-'*" 

8. How does man lose his consciousness of the Divine Harmony?-3-'/*iV'-iS. /r" 

9. Where is the ''tree of life"? — /-/- A _ 3>*V? « w ^ 

0. How is man restored to Divine Harmony? —i^-fe£j£--3S~-p^~yy/' 

1. State the difference between the mortal and the spiritual concept of the 

r> object of man's existence? 3»_. r\,« «C-^T— I 
"•> 

{x '/ 12. What terms are given the Divine Trinity as expressed in man?-4-* 

13. What is the result if man fails to recognize unity with this Trinity?_.Cr 

14. What is meant by believing on Christ unto salvation? 

15. Explain why we should be wise in the use of ''I am''? fX *4--

1 
16. How does man identify himself with the Absolute? What is it to acknowl-

edge the Son?- ^/witt" 

17. What is the only way to life eternal?-//-7v-|-6|~w..lct: •*", 
I' TObU^t ft" -e-rt-f/6 fi 
^ . r / 1 8 . How should the Scripture be divided in the use of the term ''man''?-//,.' 
A]// 19. Why should we take Christ only as our model?— 

\ AJ 20. Who is the " S o n of M a n " ? 
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MAN, IMAGE AMD LIKENESS OF GOD 

. LISBON THREE 

w Question 1. Give reasons for considering the Scripture allegorical. 

Answer, (a) The Scriptures contain in symbol a most wonderful description 
of the Creative action of Divine Mind, and one who stu lies the Bible nerely 
as a historical record or as a guide to morals, fails to sound the depths of 
these ancient writings. Paul was a Hebrew, and a scholar, learned in the 
Scriptures, and he understood their allegorical character and value. Speak-
ing of Abraham and his two SOHB, one born of a bondmaid, the other of a free-
woman, he says, "which things are an allegory." Then he explains that these 
two sons are two covenants, and he opens up a teaching rich in spiritual im-
port, which is entirely lost on one who reads the story of Abraham merely as 
e historical narrative. Even the orthodox church recognizes, in a measure, 
the Bible history is something gore than history. They see in the journey 
of the Israelites to the Promised Land, a picture'of man's progress from 
sense consciousness to spiritual consciousness, or, as they would express it, 
from earth to heaven. (It must, hovever, be kept in mind that "the kingdom 
of heaven is within you.r,lr/flJL»V*v. .. . 

Question 2. What phase of creation is described in the first chapter of 
Genesis? 

Answer, (a) Genesis first described the creative action of Universal Mind 
fin the re; im jf Ide -, and ioes not pertain to the isSaif'est world* . >_•/>• 

Question 3. What evidence have we of this in the Scriptures? ' ' 

[ Answer, (a) Afatar ere tiqnjis ,describ-,.d oc-iug fi .- he; it ie sJ te I 
\~4hat there was not a man to till the soil. Th&s proves conclusively 

that the first creation described is in the realm of ideas. 

Question 4* Who is the £ord God of the Scriptures? 

Answer. 4a) ̂  Christ, the spiritual Man.; our Divine Consciousness: the 
Creative power within us. ' 

Question $. Explain the difference between ideal man and manifest man? 

Answer, (a) Ideal Man is the Perfect Man, the Christ, the offspring of 
Divine Mind. Manifest man should be as perfect as the Ideal and he will 
be when the individual identifies himself with the Christ. When he is 
identified with anything less than perfection he manifests some degree 
of imperfection. 

^*jat^A^^^ f KAMM 

Question.6. What i s a thought Center? 

Answer, (a) A thought center i s a col lect ion or aggregation of ideas in 
the Mind. 

http://file:///~4hat
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Part 2 

V Question 7* How are Thought Centers formed? 

4ns\?er. (a) Thoughts of one kind ore attracted one to another, form in 
consciousness, group themselves in the body and build organs through which 
thev manifest. Love manifests through the heart, etc, n , 

Question 8. How does man lose his consciousness of the Divine-Harmony? 

Answer, (a) When the will is centered in the external and loses sight of 
the ideal, it breaks the connection between spirit and manifestation and 
thus man Loses the isarmonf which is his under Divine Lav;. 

Question 9» Where is the "tree of life"? 

Answer, (a) The tree of life in the midst of the garden is the innate,. 
indwelling idee of immortal life, and the fruit of that tree is the con-
sciousness of eternal life in the body. The tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil is the concept on the part of man of duality in being— 
that evil is just as real as good. The belief in the reality of evil 
leads to the reality of evil conditions, and the fruit is death. Those 
in understanding of the Principle, "the gods," know that good is the real, 
and evil the unreal, They are safe bee une they give no power to evil, but 
those in ignorance of the Truth think about evil as if it were real, and 
thereby throw their creative force into it and build'it up until it en-
gulfs them. 

(b) The"tree of life" (figuratively in the midst of the garden) 
is the indwelling idea of immortal life, and the fruit of the tree is the 
consciousness of sternal life in the body. It manifests in the body as a 
reserve force.' The brain is the center, the solar plexus is the sub-center 
and there are innumerable minor centers throughout the organism, the spinal 
cord' and nervous system. A conservation of the life and substance of the 
organism is necessary to its apiritualization and redemption. 

Question 10. How is man restored* to Divine Harmony? ->wj 

answer, (a) Through a knowledge of the Truth of Being,-; He must know \j 
the Truth about himself and conform to it in ail his thanking, and not 
be misled by appearances. 

Question 11. State the difference betwoon the mortal and the spiritual 
concept of the object of man's existence-

Answer, (a) The mortal concept is personal pleasure and profit. The spir-
itual is to express Sod, to bring about a restitution of all things. 

Question 12. What terms are given the Divine Trinity as expressed in man? 

Answer, (a) Spirit, Soul, and Body. 
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Question I3. What is the result if man fails to recognize unity with this 
Trinity? inSfcvt*1"**^? eJ •>t̂ »̂A*,«4»t*<**̂r*. 

Vtv • • • • • " z^wrr^y^j 
Answer, (a) Except t h e r e i s a p e r f e c t un i ty in i k i s * t r i n i t y e s t a b l i s h e d in 
consc iousnes s , t h e r e w i l l be d i s co rd , f i n a l l y r e s u l t i n g in t h a t s epa ra t ion 
of S p i r i t , soul and body c a l l e d dea th , 

^ W X (b) This ques t ion might have been answered mast more fu l l y showing 
yj 1 t h a t the b e l i e f i n the body as a t h ing s epa ra t e from the nan works out in 

s e p a r a t i o n of S p i r i t , soul and body. Some people th ink they are only body, 
and some o thers th ink they are only s o u l ; both are in e r r o r . I t t akes the 
t h r e e , Mind, Idea , Express ion ; S p i r i t , soul and body to males the complete man. 

Question 14 . What i s meant by b e l i e v i n g on C h r i s t unto s a lva t i on? 

Answer, (a) Sfm^mxst understand t h a t the Real of each e-f-A-KV i s C h r i s t , the 
Son, the Image and Likeness of God, and c o n t i n u a l l y i d e n t i f y i n g - a « r s e l v e » -
with Him. 

t V - U U L tcA-«_ 

Question \$* Explain why we should be wise in the use of "I AM". 

Answer, (a) «Sfe identify ourselves with that to which we- attach/otfr I AM 
and whatever WB identifft-tpurBelvss with, that wp manifest^* 

'•i-

Oues t ion lS , HOT; does m a n ^ d - n t i f y himself with the Absoluto? ?fhat i s i t 
to acknowledge the Son? j A < ; , A J ^ , 

Answer, (a) By the r i g h t use of I Am* We—e»-9t believesvse are the Son and 
lay£hold of i t in thought , word and deed. \ 0 \ 

y Question 1 ? . What i s the only way to l i f e e t e r n a l ? 

Answer, (a ) The way t o e t e r n a l l i f e i s by acknowledgment of and i d e n t i f i c a -
t i o n with the C h r i s t of God,- by man... „ 

y Question 1 3 . How should the S c r i p t u r e s be divided in the use of the term"man"? 

Answer.(a) The term "man" i n the Bib le i s sometimes app l i ed to man i n h i s 
t r u e e s t a t e , and sometimes as he appears i n the e r r o r s t a t e . I t i s necessary 
to divide- these and avoid applying to nan those s ta tements which r e f e r to the 
f a l l e n c o n d i t i o n . . 

a -
Question I1). Why should ws take C h r i s t only as our model? 

Answer, (a) The model i s the i n d ^ e l l i n g C h r i s t . Ho other then t h i s p e r f e c t 
idea of P e r f e c t Man i s our p a t t e r n - - . 

Question 20. Who i s the "Son of Man"? 

Answer, (a) The r e a l Self ra Lfe '. 3 in the f lesh i s the "Son of Man." 


