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ANNOTATIONS 

Series £ Lesson 1 

THE TRUE CHARACTER OP GOD 

1. What is God? 

1. God is Spirit, Divine Mind, Father, Being, Truth, Creator, 
Principle and Law, Source and Cause of all that is; All Good, 

Absolute Good, omnipresence, omnipotence, omniscience. (See 
annotation one, Lesson One, Lessons in Truth.) 

The Sanskrit equivalent of the word God means "shining." This 
"shining" may take many forms according to the channel through which 
it pours. Therefore, it may appear to man as power, love, wisdom, 
goodness, law, abundance, Truth, strength, and so on. (See Chapter 
One, paragraph 23, of Christian Healing.) 

Behind the outpouring, the "shining," stands the immutable 
Source of all—eternal, creative Divine Mind, the Principle of 
Absolute Good which upholds and in-forms the universe and is, there
fore, Being, omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient. 

"Divine Mind—God-Mind; ever-present, all-knowing 
Mind; the Absolute, the unlimited, Omnipresent, all-wise, 
all-loving, all-powerful Spirit. 

"There is but one Mind, and that Mind cannot be 
separated or divided, because, like the principle of 
mathematics, it is indivisible. All that we can say of 
the one Mind is that it is absolute and that all its man
ifestations are in essence like itself" (The Revealing Word, 
p. 56). 

2. Is God a person? Explain fully. 

2. God is not a person. The word person implies a human being with 
desires, passions, frailties, limitations. God is changeless, 

limitless, passionless. When we consider God as Principle only, He 
appears too abstract, too far beyond the human conception to inspire 
the trusting love of the human heart which makes the relation a 
personal one. 

However, God as immanent Spirit individuated in man takes on a 
personal character but has none of the limitations of human personality. 
As immanent Spirit, God seeks to reveal Himself in an infinite 
creative plan with man as a center of consciousness through which to 
express His love for all creation. In this plan man is known as the 
Son of God, the beloved of the Father. 

God is the Absolute; man is His relative, learning to express 
God's nature in its fullness, (See annotation three and annotation 
nine, Lesson Two, Lessons in Truth.) 
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3. What is God as Principle? as Law? 

God as Principle is the Genesis and Revelation of our Bible, 
while all that is contained in between is the working of the law. 

God as Principle is the absolute Truth that is back of all cause, all 
expression, and all manifestation. It is the passive, formless Mind 
substance in which all divine ideas inhere. Principle is the total of 
all the fundamental elements of Being, all the underlying truths that 
are classed as spiritual realities, all the qualities (ideas) that 
man attributes to the eternal, self-existent One. The character, the 
name that is given the ideas, designates the native elements that are 
inherent within them. 

"Principle—-Fundamental Truth. Divine Principle is 
fundamental Truth in a universal sense, or as pertaining 
to God, the Divine. It is the underlying plan by which 
Spirit (God) moves in expressing itself* (The Revealing 
Word, p. 156). 

God as Law is the dynamic, intelligent, changeless rule of 
action of the underlying principles of Being (God). Law is the 
working power that produces results, for God as Law is the manner in 
which God as Principle expresses. 

"God as law—Principle In action" (The Revealing Word, p. 84). 

Law is invariable In its action, the same for everyone, in any 
place, at any time, under all circumstances and conditions. Principle 
is always universally in action through the law inhering within it 
but creation (including man) must avail itself of the law of good in 
order to produce perfect results. 

4. What is meant by "God immanent in the universe"? 

4. Immanent means indwelling. "God immanent in the universe" means 
the Ideals of God-Mind reproducing mental forms and then mani

festing themselves through these forms as shapes. Every manifestation 
is the embodiment of an Idea. 

"God immanent in the universe" is Spirit dwelling within the 
form as life, intelligence, and substance. God immanent is the 
perpetual urge within every form of life to perfect its form and 
fulfill the purpose for which it was created. 

God immanent in man is the "only begotten Son" (John 3:l6) that 
the Father gave to the world as the Inspiration of every created 
thing. Cradled in substance, the creating ideas are fed by substance, 
and out of substance grow the forms in and through which the ideas 
are manifested. The knowledge that God dwells at the center of our 
being, that He is the life, substance, and intelligence in every 
cell of our body, gives us the key to all wisdom, eternal life, and 
unending power. 

5. Explain omniscience. 

5. The word omniscience comes from two Latin words: omnis, meaning 
all, and scientia, meaning infinite knowledge. Omniscience Is 
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therefore knowledge that is infinite, unbounded, complete; intelli
gence that is orderly and related to unchanging principles. It is 
the one science out of which all sciences are produced. 

Divine intelligence is Divine Mind in its passive, unrelated 
character; knowledge is intelligence expressing itself as related 
ideas in the human consciousness. Wisdom is knowledge that is shaped 
by divine order and judgment; it is the righteousness (right-use-
ness) of the kingdom of God, the perfect activity and expression of 
the primal, passive, unrelated intelligence of God. 

Omniscience is the unrelated, the related, the expressed, all in 
one. It includes all stages of the birth, growth, relation and inter
relation, progress, expression, and manifestation of its offspring. 

6. Explain omnipresence. 

6. Omnipresence, like omniscience, applies to God as the universal 
Spirit of Good. It means all or everywhere present, and in Its 

completeness includes both omniscience and omnipotence. 

Omnipresence designates the Infinite, eternal, immutable, all-
pervading substance that Is the source, cause, and sustenance of all 
being in its absolute wholeness (holiness). Omnipresence is the 
substance idea, the "body of God" (i.e., the embodiment of all good). 
Omnipresence is the passive phase, the Mother aspect of Spirit. It 
embraces all being in the Absolute and holds within it all intelli
gence, life, purity, power, love, and joy. It is stronger than any 
need, greater than any circumstance, more powerful than any personal
ity. In it are order and judgment and all things in their right 
relation. 

Omnipresence includes the activity of the Holy Spirit (third 
phase of the Godhead or Holy Trinity) ever seeking to have the 
righteousness of God-consciousness move through man as the expresser 
of divine ideas. It is the all-pervading Good In which "we live and 
move and have our being" (Acts 17:28). In this all-satisfying Pres
ence there can be no loneliness, no lack, no suffering, no separation. 

7. Explain omnipotence. 

7. The true meaning of the word omnipotence is all-power. It is 
also a name for God as the only Power In the universe. Omni

potence is the creative action of the Holy (whole) Trinity. It is 
also the power back of the creative Word, the authority and rulershlp 
of the absolute, dynamic principle of Being (God). As the power 
back of the Holy Spirit, it is the divine breath moving upon the 
face of the waters at creation, the same creative breath that made 
man "a living soul." Omnipotence is the dominion and authority idea, 
the active phase, the Father aspect of Spirit. 

Omnipotence Is also the will of God expressed in man through 
definite, purposeful Ideas; it is the creative life within these 
leas, It is the urge of the Indwelling Christ seeking always to 
n; lifest its likeness. Man may at will draw upon this power in 
direct ratio to his faith In it. Man is often awed by the majesty 
of God as omnipotence and thinks that in comparison his own powers 
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are exceedingly limited. It is man himself who limits the power of 
God in him. There is an inexhaustible and equal distribution of 
power throughout the universe^ and man may have whatever degree of 
it his consciousness is ready to appropriate. 

8. How does God dwell in man? 

8. God as Spirit dwells in man as the life principle; as an off
spring of God, man is a spiritual being, and his spiritual her

itage is no less than the attributes (ideas) of God. God dwells in 
man even as man dwells in God. 

Man is a center of consciousness through which God-Mind expresses. 
"Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?" (I Cor. 3:l6). God created man out of Himself; 
that is, He created man out of Mind substance as a perfect image of 
Himself. Man was thus endowed with the holy (whole) majesty and 
immaculate purity of God, the transcendent One, who alone is all good, 
and the source of all creation. 

God dwells in man as the I AM, the Christ, Jehovah, Superconsclous 
(or Christ Mind) in the same way that life and intelligence dwell 
within a seed. This indwelling image is God-Mind taking form in 
human consciousness and seeking perfect expression as man. In this 
center of consciousness the ideal lives and ever seeks to manifest 
the likeness of itself. 

9. Explain God as the one Mind. 

9. God as the one Mind is the originating source of all that is, 
acting through the movement of the ideas that make up Mind. Life 

is animation. The word animation came into our language from the 
Latin animus, meaning mind. The word spirit came from the Latin 
spiritus, meaning to breathe, to live. In this sense spirit and mind 
are synonymous terms. 

In Genesis 1:1 we read, "In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth." God Ideated, imaged the heavens (the ideal) and the 
earth (the mental picture of the ideal). Then in a definite plan for 
the universe and man, Genesis gives us the other steps, all of which 
are to be taken through thought. 

God, the Principle of Absolute Good is alive, active as the uni
versal Mind substance—omnipresence—creates and sustains good in an 
orderly way in man and in the universe. Substance is the totality 
of God and life is the action, the expression of this completeness 
working out a definite plan. God inspirits (inspires) all of His 
creations with consciousness. All being, all living, all doing, all 
interest, all exertion, all movement is the expression of the life 
idea as it works in and through the passive substance or "body of 
God," making it active and productive. 

Mind and thought are one and are inseparable. They are Principle 
'.r ' its way of expression. The perfection or imperfection of the 
Manifestation is due to the character of the thought, the mental 
picture, that man conceives in interpreting the Ideal. 
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10. What is meant by studying Mind back of nature? 

10. Nature is considered in this question as the system of all phen
omena, the physical universe. Mind is also considered in its 

philosophical meaning as the conscious element or factor in the uni
verse, the underlying Spirit or Intelligence or Mind contrasted with 
matter. Seeking the origin, the creative cause (the idea back of 
the form) of mental and physical phenomena is the meaning of "studying 
Mind back of nature." 

A fundamental premise of the Unity teaching is the equation of 
God with Mind, in which is involved the essence of all ideas or arche
types of natural phenomena. The ideas are conceived to be complete 
or perfect. Natural phenomena are in the process of evolving, unfold
ing, or fulfilling these inherent ideas corresponding to the degree 
of consciousness of the particular phenomenon. 

Man alone among known phenomena has evolved the capacity to 
think and to reason with his mind beyond the physical, to seek under
lying causes and operative laws (ideas) that natural phenomena might 
be more nearly like their spiritual patterns (ideas). Studying the 
Mind back of nature is the effort to know God that He might be ex
pressed and experienced with increasing adequacy in and through His 
channels of expression. It is the search for Truth. 

11. Is man capable of understanding God? 

11. Yes, man is capable of understanding God because, created by and 
of God, he is of the same nature as God. As the image of God 

with the power to bring forth His likeness, man is capable of under
standing God, for there is no limit set to his consciousness, his 
understanding. 

God as Absolute, formless Being, through the fusion of wisdom 
and love, conceived in substance the Image of Himself that was to 
grow and develop into His likeness, into His same transcendent nature. 
One can no more think of God without thinking of good than he can 
think of a singer without a song, mind without ideas, or Ideas with
out life, activity, expression. 

Spiritual man is infinite in nature and as a living soul, a 
self-conscious being, is capable of understanding infinity even 
though as manifest man he may seem finite. That man is self-conscious 
as well as spiritual is evident. Spiritual man is related to the 
living God as His son; the concrete expression or manifestation of 
that son is manifest man. Jehovah God (or the Lord) represents the 
development of wisdom, and Jesus Christ finishes the development of 
man through love. 

12. What is man's inheritance from God? 

12. Divine ideas Inherent in the nature of God are man's inheritance 
from God, but In order to come into this inheritance man must be 

: ̂ adv to receive it as well as to claim it. Infinite Mind or God 
c j.r-iot inspire man with divine ideas before his human consciousness 
is ready to receive them. Until that time, the ideas are of no 
practical use to him because they pass him by through his nonrecognltion, 
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They fall by the wayside, fall on stony ground, fall where the weeds 
of error-thought choke them out. 

Our part is to prepare our human consciousness, through denial, 
for the reception of divine ideas, as carefully as the agriculturist 
prepares the soil for the planting to be done in its season. Too 
often human beings fill their consciousness with thoughts of crime, 
disease, war, and poverty. We often cultivate these unconsciously 
through conversation about them, and through fear, instead of by 
clearing and preparing our "earth"—the human consciousness—for the 
seeds of divine ideas. Hence, our limited beliefs prevent our coming 
into our "real" estate, the Jesus Christ consciousness. 

13. How are divine ideas brought into manifestation? 

13. Divine ideas are brought into expression through the divine 
Logos, the Word of God, (the "God said" of Genesis) which is 

the creative power of Divine Mind. As the Word moves through man 
and all creation, the ideas are made manifest according to the need 
of the species. 

So far as man is concerned, he brings divine ideas into manifest
ation through his thinking and feeling. The lesson material quotes 
from Christian Healing, page 13, in which the following sentence 
appears: 

"All the ideas contained in the one Father-Mind are 
at the mental command of its offspring." 

Though ideas are brought into expression through the Word of God, man 
as a free will being must make the claim mentally in order for them 
to manifest in his life as the fulfillment of his needs. In 
annotation three, Lesson Ten, of Lessons in Truth we find reference 
to the incorporation of life and love into soul, body, and affairs 
and as this annotation covers some of the points pertinent to the 
present question, we quote: 

"In our true nature, our spiritual self, the Christ 
in us, we already have life and love and all the other 
divine Ideas, but it is only as we consciously accept them 
by our thinking and feeling that they become active in our 
own consciousness. These qualities are then worked out in 
body and affairs as actual experiences." 

14. Prom what source did Jesus feed the multitude? 

14. Jesus fed the multitude from the substance idea in Divine Mind. 
The multitude numbered five thousand plus. The visible resources 

were five small loaves and two little fishes. Andrew said, "What 
are these among so many?" (John 6:9). Jesus recognized the loaves 
and fishes as symbols of the abundance of omnipresence, the unfailing 
substance and rich ideas of increase. He did not allow the inadequate 
outer supply to blind His vision to the reality of God's all-
providing essence everywhere present and instantly available as man's 
all sufficiency in all things. Looking up, He spoke words of thanks
giving. He looked above the seeming outer supply to the real source 
of all manifestation. He kept His entire attention on substance—not 
on the symbols. He had faith in this all-providing resource, as 
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well as faith that His thought and spoken word could accomplish what 
was necessary to feed the multitude. 

In giving thanks, Jesus made use of the spoken Word of God, 
which fulfills the divine law of creation and increase when it is 
spoken with conviction. At this high level of knowing, the idea 
within Jesus released the Word of God into action. 

The "breaking of bread" signifies constant prayer and affirmation, 
Jesus' keeping His attention on God as the source of the supply 
implies constant blessing. This account shows us the fertility of 
substance when the Word of God is projected into it. 

15. What idea was back of Jesus' work in healing the sick and rais
ing the dead? 

15. The idea of life, omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, was back 
of Jesus* work in healing the sick and raising the dead. Jesus 

knew God as the one Mind. He also knew that Mind has ideas through 
which it expresses its ideals. He knew that ideas are living, 
eternal principles that can produce the manifestations of good when 
they are rightly used. 

Since Mind is everywhere present and perfect, this same omni
presence and perfection must apply to the "life idea." Jesus taught, 
and He proved in His own body, that death of the physical form, the 
body, can be overcome through contact with the life idea, which in the 
ideal is indestructible and abundant. Having contacted the life 
idea, we must make ourself consciously one with it. We must hold the 
idea of life in our mind and in our heart until it is accepted and 
becomes the ruling power in our consciousness. When the thinking 
faculty and the feeling nature are in perfect agreement with the 
Superconscious (realm of God ideas) the life idea and any of the 
divine ideas that make up our inheritance are free to express them
selves in perfection. Finally, we must be responsive to divine 
love, for the love of life brings its manifestation that much more 
quickly. Like all divine ideas, the life idea is not for the benefit 
of the individual alone but for the benefit of humanity as a whole. 
The more unselfish the expression of life to all creation, the more 
the individual will be perfected and blessed as a channel. 

16. How shall we do the works that Jesus did? 

16. Jesus knew that He must be the embodiment of the one Mind, one 
substance, one Source, one Presence, one Power. "Wist ye not 

that I must be about my Father's business?" (Luke 2:49). Jesus 
recognized and claimed God as the creative power that did the work. 
Note His words: 

"I can of myself do nothing" (John 5:30). 
"The Father [the ideal, the perfect idea] abiding in me 
doeth his works (John 14:10). 
"All power is given unto me [the ideal] in heaven and in 
earth" (Matt. 28:18 A.V.). 

To do the works that Jesus did, we need to 
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(1) seek to understand God Mind and to identify ourself with 
the source of our being, God as divine substance; 

(2) know and recognize that substance Is expressed through 
ideas that at their center are endowed with the power of 
the cosmic ideal; 

(3) learn to be still and let this perfect Mind which Jesus 
had, and which is ours to claim, do its perfect work in and 
through our whole being; 

(4) have faith in its power to express its likeness through us 
as channels for its expression; 

(5) seek to unify ourself with the divine ideals of wisdom and 
love—for without a union of these two qualities of Being 
there can be no perfect creation; 

(6) hold to these ideals or ideas through all difficulties until 
they so completely dominate our human consciousness that we 
do indeed "have this mind . . . which was also in Christ 
Jesus" (Phil. 2:5). 

What and where is the kingdom of heaven? 

,\l 17. The kingdom of heaven is man's ever-expanding consciousness of 
the Kingdom of God within him. The kingdom of heaven does not 

depend on location in space but is a state of consciousness that may 
be attained in any place. Jesus said, "The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand" (Matt. 3:2). This same reference is found also in Matthew TTlJ 
and 10:7. The kingdom of heaven is recognized first within the soul 
of each human being, but each one must seek the Kingdom of God and 
begin to build his own kingdom of heaven or harmony within before he 
can experience it in the outer world. VJe are told to "seek . . . 
first his kingdom" (Matt. 6:33) and our "seeking" is done through 
contemplation on divine ideas, through meditation, prayer, and the 
Silence. 

To attain the kingdom of heaven, it is necessary to unfold one's 
understanding of the power of Truth to dispel all beliefs in the 
reality of sin, disease, poverty, and death. The kingdom of heaven 
is relative, individual Truth, a consciousness that is subject to the 
will of the individual depending on how much of the Kingdom of God 
the individual has awakened to. The kingdom of heaven is that realm 
within the soul where movement is taking place onward and upward, 
according to the highest ideals of the Kingdom of God of which the 
individual has become conscious. At any period in our life we may 
experience the kingdom of heaven, if we have so opened ourself to the 
Kingdom of God that God's blessings (ideas) are made manifest in 
mind, body, or affairs. 

18. How does man enlarge his concept of God? 

18. Man enlarges his concept of God by studying God as creative, 
Divine Mind from every angle. There must first be a deep desire 

to know God as well as to know about Him. Each one, feeling this 
desire for God, will begin his search; he may be guided to books, 
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teachers, classes, but his safe plan will always be to pray, to 
ask God to reveal Himself. If man knows God as Mind, in which inhere 
all divine ideas, study and prayer given to the ideas of life, love, 
power, faith and so forth will result in illumination on the char
acter of God. It is not enough just to study God as Mind only 
through ideas; these ideas must be rightly used, for they are alive 
and dynamic with creative power. Knowing God as Absolute Good 
requires that we relate the ideas that make up this good to our own 
life. 

"Man has the ability to discern and understand the various 
factors entering into the creative processes of mind, and he 
is, through the study of mental laws, perceiving and accept
ing the science of ideas, thoughts, and words. . . . he is 
capable of comprehending the plan and the detailed ideas of 
the supreme Mind" (Christian Healing, pp. 12, 13). 

19. Why are we not always conscious of our oneness with God? 

19« We are not always conscious of our oneness with God because some
where in the history of the human family we have built a con

sciousness of separation. A writer has said that if two gateways 
were set before mankind, one labeled "To Heaven" and the other "To 
Lectures about Heaven," a large majority of persons would instinctively 
choose the second. 

At the present state of development of the human family, the 
intellectual consciousness appears to be of prime importance. In 
developing this consciousness, many do not see the difference between 
intellectual awareness and spiritual consciousness. They think that 
t o know about God and to know God are one and the same thing. For 
this reason, they are not conscious of their oneness with, their 
sameness to, God. To them God is a Being, a Father in heaven, 
separate and apart from themselves. God is always close; He is 
within us, but we do not always realize His presence because our 
interest is centered largely in outer things. The fact of God's 
being close does not help us unless we are conscious of it. So by 
effort we must build up this feeling of God within us, of our one
ness with Him. In doing this, we are helped by considering right 
values in life, placing outer conditions and things in their right 
relation to spiritual realities. Inherently we know the value of 
spiritual truths, but we need to keep reminding ourself. This is not 
to imply that the intellect does not have its place, for it has—but 
not as a master. Charles Fillmore has this to say in Keep a True 
Lent, page 155: 

"Intellectual understanding comes first in the 
soul's development, then a deeper understanding of 
principle follows, until the whole man ripens into 
wisdom." 

20. How are we awakened to the knowledge of God? 

20. We are awakened to the knowledge of God by the I AM in us seek
ing to express itself. We may remain unaware of our spiritual 

nature for a very long period, but the I AM within us (God's Presence) 
is nevertheless ever urging us to become conscious of our oneness 
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with Spirit. Just as the life principle within the seed is constantly 
urging it to develop into plant or tree to fulfill its own plan, so 
the I AM, or life principle within us, is urging us to develop into 
the manifest son of God in order to fulfill His plan for us. As the 
Breath of God, the Holy Spirit, moves in us we gradually become 
conscious of the inner prompting. At first we may recognize it only 
as a feeling of dissatisfaction with life as we are living it in a 
limited way, and the desire for a new and higher way of living be
comes our goal. 

As brought out in the quotation from Keep a True Lent in the pre
ceding annotation, our intellect is the forerunner of spiritual under
standing. Literature, teachers, and best of all the examples of those 
who are alive in Truth catch the attention of the intellect. We 
begin to see something better than we have known before. This causes 
a desire to investigate and find out what others have that we have 
not, what transforms their lives and gives them joy instead of sorrow, 
health instead of sickness, peace instead of worry. Seeing a better 
way awakens a desire to realize it, and the earnest desire opens the 
way for revelation and guidance in the achieving of this better way. 
Too often individuals get a glimpse of that which they would like to 
have in their life experiences but without understanding and guidance 
they seek in ways that are not good, often taking from others rather 
than seeking God and allowing His laws to bring their own to them. 

We need always to remember that knowledge of God comes to each 
soul only through the revelation of Spirit within—it cannot be im
parted by others though much inspiration may come through the example 
and teachings of others. Of one thing we may be sure; revelation of 
the truth about God and our relation to Him will come when we desire 
it deeply enough and are willing to seek it through contemplation of 
the qualities (ideas) that make up His true character or nature, and 
then allow divine ideas to come alive in us through meditation, 
prayer, and the Silence. 


