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Cerresponbeme fetfjool department 

THE GREAT DEMONSTRATION 

Lesson Six, Unity Society Correspondence School, Preparatory Course 

A change of consciousness from error to Truth is called a demon-

stration^ The Great Demonstration, that which crowns all others and in-

cludes all others, is the demonstration^of eternal life. Life and Love, 

and all of the attributes of Spirit, are eternal, but each individual must 

come into the consciousness of eternal life and love and intelligence be-

fore they are eternal to him. The importance of ''consciousness'' in 

all demonstrations, in the whole of salvation, should be clearly under-

stood. The merely intellectual concept of life as eternal does not bring 

one into the great stream of pulsating, limitless, spiritual life. In 

Christian symbology, when the intellect grasps the understanding of 

Truth, it is John the Baptist going before and preparing the way, but a 

greater than he must come, and that greater One is Christ, the realiza-

tion and demonstration of Truth. ''He that hath the Son hath life; 

and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.'' The personal, nat-

ural man does not have eternal life. It is an attainment that must be 

made through a change of consciousness from the personal to the Christ 

consciousness. The change is brought about by letting go of error be-

liefs concerning life, and taking into the mind the understanding of 

life in the Absolute. The Absolute is the unrelated, the limitless, 

Jesus came and made the Great Demonstration, and through him, 

through the understanding of power which he gives, every one can make it. 

His teachings are not to prepare men for a heavenly home after death, 

but to give them the victory over death and bring them into the conscious-

ness of heaven here and now. Heaven is within us and all about us, 

awaiting our recognition of it and entrance into it. 
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In Hebrews Paul explains that Jesus took on himself the flesh 

and blood of the mortal man that ' 'he might destroy him that had the 

power of death, that is, the devil.'' Paul wrote to the Romans, ''The 

wages of sin is death. ' ' The race thought that death is inevitable is 

overcome through the understanding that sin causes death, and that the 

cause can be removed, thus removing the effect. 

From Paul's mention of both ''the devil'' and ''sin'' as the 

producers of death, it may seem, at first thought, that death has two 

causes, but they are one. Sin is a falling short" of the possibilities 

which are ours as the offspring of God. This always results primarily 

from ignorance, but an element of positive rebellion and disobedience 

sometimes enters in, and this is the devil or ''adversary.'' The ef-

fect of sin is always the same, whether it is committed willfully or in 

ignorance. 

In the Revised Version of the New Testament, ''devil'' is trans-

lated ''adversary.'-' It is an adverse state of consciousness that has 

been developed in man. It is characterized by rebellion and opposition 

to God, and fits exactly the description given by Paul of the ''carnal 

mind. ' ' We find that as the idea of a personal God must give way to the 

Truth of God individualized in man, so the belief in a personal devil 

must go before the understanding that ''the devil'' is error expressed 

in man as ''personality,'' ''personal consciousness,'' or ''carnal 

mind.'' 

Since God is the One Presence and the One Power in the Universe 

and beside him there is none else, where does the ''adversary'' get 

his power? From man. God gave to man all power and authority and do-

minion and entire freedom of will, and he has used his power and free-

dom for his own selfish interests instead of for creation as a whole. 

So he has built up within himself a state of consciousness that is ad-
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verse to the universal good. This is human selfishness, the cause of 

all the misery in the world. Man's power and intelligence have been 

given to this adverse state of mind and it has become in a measure sepa-

rate from him; that is, it is not under his control. It is an enemy, sub-

tle, deceiving, lying. It is ''a liar, and the father of lies.'' Part 

of man's great problem is to learn how to deal with this adversary. 

To overcome it, he needs first to know its character, that he may not 

be deceived by it, and second he must know that it is not himself. This 

adverse consciousness keeps its hold on man mainly through making him 

believe it is his very own self. When it expresses its selfishness in 

some of its many forms as jealousy, envy, anger, etc., then man feels 

himself a great sinner. He forgets that he is the sinless offspring of 

a perfect Father and, because of the seeming reality of the adverse 

state within him, he identifies himself with it and so loses his birth-

right. And the ''adversary'' helps in accusing of sin. In Revelation 

this adversary is called the ''accuser.'' Every overcomer needs to 

''watch'' that he may not be deceived by the accusing voice within him. 

If you feel depressed and discouraged, under bondage to a belief in 

your sinfulness, deny the accuser, cast him down in the name of Jesus 

Christ. A good overcoming Word is, ''Greater is he that is in me than 

he that is in the world.'' That is, ''Greater is the Christ in me than 

the adversary, who is of the world.'' 

Sin is overcome by faith in our righteousness as offspring of 

God. This is called the Christ righteousness. It is not based on our 

own personal merits, but upon our inheritance from God as Sons. We in-

herit his perfection, and we bring it into manifestation by claiming 

it and holding firmly to it in the face of all the appearances made to 

the contrary by the adversary. If we identify ourselves with our Real 

Self, which is the Son, or Christ in us, and refuse to be identified 

with the adverse state of mind, we shall overcome all sin and conse-



4 

quently death, for death can only come by sin. Overcoming will be easy 

in proportion as we know that sin has no power but what we give it by 

believing in it and identifying ourselves with it. 

The first appearance of the "'adversary'' is recorded in 

Genesis under the figure of a serpent. He told Eve a lie in the very 

beginning, and she believed him instead of the Lord God. The Lord told 

Adam and Eve that the result of disobedience would be death, but 

the serpent said, ''Ye shall not surely die.'' That lie and the belief 

of it became incorporated into the race consciousness and men are still 

believing it. They claim that, although they sin, they do not die, but 

live forever, because they are by nature immortal. The personal man 

is. not immortal. When the Christ potentiality of life is quickened in 

man and he lays hold of it, obeys•the law of his being, and comes into 

the Christ consciousness, then he has eternal life; not until then. 

The deceiver deludes many with the idea that death does not 

come by sin, but because it is ''the will of God'' or ''the course of 

nature'' or the ''inevitable.'' Do not let yourself be robbed of life 

by any of these delusions. God is life, and it is his will for all his 

children to have life. If they have not realized their privilege, or 

have tried to demonstrate life and did not succeed, the Father, out of 

his great love, has provided opportunity for the"m to try again. This 

is called reincarnation. But reincarnation is no part of the law of 

.man's being. It is merely a merciful provision for man until he suc-

ceeds in demonstrating eternal life. The goal of man is not reincar-

nation, but resurrection—the raising of the whole man, spirit, soul and 

body, up into the Christ consciousness of righteousness and life. Thus 

he is made free from the ''law of sin and death''; that is, the effect, 

death, is taken away by the removal of the cause, sin, and a new law, 

''the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,'' is set into action, 

a new cause, the Christ righteousness, producing a new effect, life. 
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When Jesus took on himself ''the likeness of sinful flesh,'' 

he placed himself where he had to meet and overcome all that man has 

to meet, including the adverse state of mind called ''the devil.'' He 

found that this adversary tried to overthrow him by quoting Scripture; 

so we need to be on guard, and to be so rooted and grounded in the knowl-

edge of the Truth that we will at once detect any 'use of Scripture that 

would tend to keep us bound in the limitations of the natural man. 

Psalm 116:15 is an example of misquoted Bible. In the King 

James version the text reads, ''Precious in the sight of the Lord is 

the death of his saints.'' According to Leeser's translation of the Old 

Testament, this reads ' 'Grievous in the sight of the Lord is the death 

of his saints.'' The Leeser translation was made by a Hebrew who 

thoroughly understood his own language, and no doubt the word ''griev-

ous'' better expresses the meaning in this case than does ''precious,*' 

for God is ''not willing that any should perish.'' 

It should be remembered that gaining freedom from sin and at-

taining eternal life are not dependent upon man's power and ability. 

Salvation is a free gift from God, brought within the reach of man by 

Jesus Christ. Man's responsibility is simply this—that he take the gift 

and use it. But taking it and using it are mental processes that re-

quire man's most earnest and faithful attention. He must have complete 

reliance upon the saving grace and knowledge and power of Jesus Christ, 

and at the same time do his utmost to bring that knowledge and power in-

to expression in his own life, making practical the gift of life by 

demonstrating it. 

The process by which the old state of consciousness that pro-

duces death is changed into the Christ consciousness, which gives life, 

is called ''putting off the old man'' and ''putting on the new.'' 

The first step in the process is a faith step—' 'Reckon ye yourselves to 

be dead indeed unto sin.'' The second step is also taken by faith. It 
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is to acknowledge, ''I am risen with Christ.'' ''For if we have been 

planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection: 

-'Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that 

the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 

sin. 

''For he that is dead is freed from sin. 

''Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also 

live with him: 

''Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no 

more; death hath no more dominion over him. 

''For in that he died, he died unto-sin once: but in that he 

liveth, he liveth unto God. 

, ''Likewise, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 

sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.'' 

In these few verses Paul describes the plan and work of sal-

vation. To get spiritual understanding of his meaning, it is neces-

sary to take his statements into the Silence, and by prayer and medita-

tion gain the quickening that will make the truth a saving power in 

your consciousness. Words like these will quicken the understanding: 

''I reckon myself to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God through 

Jesus Christ.'' 

''I am risen with Christ.'' 

''Sin has no dominion over me.'' 

''Death has no dominion over me.'' 

''I am a new creature in Christ Jesus.'' 

''I am a member of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.'' 

''Not by works of righteousness which I have done, but accord-

ing to his mercy he saved me, by the washing of regeneration, and renew-

ing of the Holy Ghost.'' 



7 

The book to be studied in connection with this lesson is ''Life 

Demonstrated,'' and special attention is called to the chapters con-

cerning the body. The old theology ignores the body and does not give 

it any place in the scheme of salvation. But the body is ''the temple 

of the living God'' and the whole creation groans waiting for ''the re-

demption of the body.'' It is redeemed by understanding of the Truth, 

and holding words of Truth in mind until they become part of the sub-

conscious and are built into the flesh. The Word must be made flesh 

through the law of thought. The flesh made by the thoughts and words of 

the natural man is mortal, corruptible, but the flesh made by thoughts 

and words of truth is immortal and incorruptible. It is not subject to 

death and decay, because it is made of the incorruptible Substance of 

Spirit. 

Love is a factor in demonstrating eternal life. Love united 

with wisdom harmonizes all the functions of the organism and saves mind 

and body from the destructive, disintegrating effects of jealousy and 

hate and anger. Power gives dominion and establishes a positive force 

which prevents the forming of negative conditions that tend to weak-

ness. Everyone of the attributes of Being has a place in the work of re-

demption. The Life and Intelligence and Love and Power and Substance 

of Spirit must be kept active in the body by giving daily attention to 

them in prayer and meditation. The conscious thought should be carried 

through the organism every day, giving to every part words' of Truth that 

will quicken and build in the one pure Substance. In the natural man, 

thinking is confined too much to the head, but the ''new man'' is alive 

and intelligent all over. 

Hold in the Silence these quickening thoughts: 

''The Spirit of him that raised up Jesus quickens my body.'' 

''My body is the temple of the living God.'' 
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''I am not in the flesh but in the Spirit, because the Spirit 

of God dwells in me.'' 

''The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 

free from the law of sin and death.'' 

It is sometimes a help in awakening consciousness in the various 

parts of the body, to speak some word that has direct reference to a 

particular part. For instance, if you wish to feel the quickening power 

of the Word in your feet, you will find it easier to place your atten-

tion in them if you concentrate upon statements like these: 

''My feet are established on the rock Christ Jesus.'' ''My 

feet are filled with the quickening, vitalizing life of the Spirit and 

they love to express it.'' 

Jesus, in talking to the woman of Samaria at the well, said to 

her, ''If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 

Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have 

given thee living water. . . . The water that I shall give him shall be 

in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.'' In Revela-

tion this water is decribed as a ''pure river of water of life, clear 

as a crystal.'' This great fountain and river of life is within man 

when he comes in touch with the quickening power of the Spirit. It 

flows through him a life giving stream of intelligent, vitalizing en-

ergy, renewing and restoring the body to the wholeness of Spirit. It 

is not enough to know about this life energy. It must be felt. The con-

sciousness must receive it, and feel it filling and thrilling from the 

inmost to the outermost of the organism. There can be no death where 

this life-stream flows; it flows freely and continually where the 

Christ righteousness opens the way, and it nourishes and keeps eternally 

renewed, spirit, soul and body. This is what it is to be saved ''to the 

uttermost.' ' 



QUESTIONS FOLLOWING LESSON SIX 

Preparatory Course, Unity Society Correspondence School 

1. What is a demonstration? 

2. What is the ''Great Demonstration*'? 

3. What place has ''consciousness'' in demonstration? 

4. What is the Absolute? 

5.-What is the cause of death? 

6. What is sin? 

7. What is the meaning of ''the devil"'? What other names are given 

him? Is there a personal devil? 

8. Explain where the ''adversary'' gets his power. 

9. How is the ''accuser'' overcome? 

10. What is the Christ righteousness? 

11. What deceptive thoughts concerning life does the adversary give to 

the race? 

12. What place does reincarnation fill in the experience of men? 

13. What is the resurrection? 

14. How does salvation come to men? 

15. What has man to do with the work of salvation? 

18. What is the first step in putting off the ''old man''? In putting 

on the ''new man''? 

17. What is the ''law of sin and death"? 

18. What is ''the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus"? 

19. How is the body given the benefit of salvation? 

20. Where is the River of Life? How do we come into consciousness of it? 
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i D1MWSTRATIMJ ETERNAL LIFE 

LESSON SIX r 

Question 1. What is E demonstration* 

Answer, (a) A demonstration is a change of consciousness from error 

y Question 2» VThat is the "Great Demonstration"? 

Answer, (a) The Great Demonstration is the Demonstration of eternal 
life. , \. , . t „ ;/. „, 

.y Question 3* :7hr.t place has "consciousness" in demonstration? 

Answer, (a) While all of the attributes of Spirit are sternal, they 
are not so to man except he comes into the consciousness of them as eter-
nal. The intellect may perceive Truth, but the consciousness of Truth 
comes only through its demonstration. Intellect can do no more than 
prepare the way to the Christ consciousness, which is the consciousness 
of eternal life. 

Question 4. What is the Absolute? 

Answer, (a) The Absolute is Spirit, Truth, unlimited, ttnrelated. 

Question 5» What is the cause of death? 

Answer, (a) The cause of death is sin. 

ST.,, J 
Question 6. What is sin? 

Answer, (a) sin is a failing short of Divine Perfection, It is man's 
failure to manifest the attributes of Being—Life, Love, Intelligence, 
Substance, etc. under the Divine Law. 

Question 7» What is the meaning of "the devil"? What other names are 
given him? vls there va personal devil? 

Answer, (a) .£ state of consciousness adverse to the Divine Good.) 
__ .̂/ 

(b) ; Other names given the "stevil" are "the adversary," "carnal 
mind," and "the old. man," 

(c) *?©̂ \ there is no personal devil. God is the One Omnipresent 
Principle of the Universe and there is no room for any principle of evil, 
personified or otherwise. 



DEMONSTRATING ETERNAL LIFE 2. 

: Question 8* Explain where the adversary gets his power. 

Answer, (a) All the attributes of Being—Life, Love, etc., are given man 
to use. Kan uses his power to build up a falsa state of mind or false state 
of consciousness which is adverse to God an J this consciousness bee omen an 
adversary, a devil or demon. 

- • 

Question 9. How is the "accuser" overcome? 

Answer, (a) The "Accuser" is overcome by casting him down in the name of 
Jesus Christ. • 

f\ *' Jm-Tic. A ,->J \,-*.^».-.-V** 

Question 10» lhat is the Christ Righteousness? 

Answer, (a) It is^aan's innate righteousness which he inherits as the 
offspring of God. * , 

Question 11. Wliat deceptive thought concerning life does the adversary 
give to the race? 

Answer, (a) The adversary has deceived the x*ace with the thought that 
sonal man cannot die. 

/ 
Question 12. What place does reincarnation fill in the experience of men? 

Answer, (a) The law of Being is broken by sin and death. Resurrection 
or regeneration here in this body and now is the aim of overcomers and 
not reincarnating. Reincarnation is the result of man's uae of the great 
forces of Iliad, or God, enabling an ego or soul that has been separated 
from the vehicle of expression (the body) to again attract to it the nec-
essary substance to reconstruct the.:body-con3ciousness and so have another 
opportunity for the demonstration of the Truth of Being, but it is not part 
of the Divine Plan, and does not lift man out of mortal limitations. It is 
not an aid to spiritual growth, but merely a makeshift until Truth is dis-
cerned. "Then one sees the possibility of demonstrating eternal life, re-
incarnation no longer means anything for him, that is, he does not give it 
the substance of his thought nor depend upon it for help, and ho should 
let go all thoughts of and preparation for any so-called future work. He 
knows that his work is here and now and that he lives in the present. The 
whole man must be quickened and lifted up into the Christ Consciousness and 
both birth and death be overcome before he can know sternal life. He must 
do this by consciously laying hold of the Truth of Being and transforming 
his body temple. 

Question 13. What is the resurrection? 

Answer, (a) The resurr ction is the raising of spirit, soul and body into 
the Christ Consciousness. 
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Question 14. How does salvation cone to men? 

Answer, (a) Salvation comes to nan as a free gift from God. 

Question 1$. has nan to do With the work of salvation? 

Answer, (a) Man awe* take5the gift of salvation and makeS use of it. 
He receives it by faith, and then works it out in every department of 
his being by daily practice of the Truth. 

Question 1.6. What is the first step in putting off the "old man"? 
In putting on the "new man"? 

Answer, (a) The first step in putting off the "old man" is a denial 
cf his power and reality. ( 

(b) The first step in putting on the "net; man" is to identify 
one's self with him, that is, with the-Christ. 

Question 17. What is the "law of sin and death"? 

Answer., (a). The "lav/ of sin and death" is the action of cause and ef-
fect, manifesting in the error states of consciousness of nan's mental-
iiT' 0 (TO h^n^M*^ (tt^f^'' 

A. J> 
Question.18. What is "the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus"? 

Answer, (a) "The law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus" is the ac-
tion of true ideas working in the mind and demonstrating in the body. 

, Question 19. How is the body giv&n the benefit of salvation? 

Answer, (a) The body receives the benefit of salvation through prayer 
and spiritual meditation. In this way the Substance of Spirit is car-
ried by living words of Truth into every part of the body, and their 
quickening power makes alive the whole organism. 

^ Question 20. Where is the River of Life? How do we come into conscious-
ness of it? 

dft^A, 

Answer, (a) The River of Life is within nan in his spiritual consciousness.. 
(b) KWe coma into consciousness of the River of Life through the 

quickening of the Spirit. 


