
HIGHLIGHTS OP CHURCH HISTORY

Introduction

Why do we study church history?
Church history is an investigation into the past actions of a particu
lar group of human beings, known as Christians. Before the time of 
Jesus Christ the oldest narratives of people were generally not his
tory, but they were myths. There was not the progressive idea of all 
that went before influencing the trend of today's times. The Greeks, 
for instance, iooked upon history as one looks upon the cycle of re
turning seasons. "History repeats itself," they said, and for them 
there was no beginning, no progress of development or purpose, no end 
toward which they moved. They worshipped gods of nature, fertility, 
and others, and resigned themselves to fate.
As early as Israel, we see the pattern Christian history was to take. 
With Abraham there is the beginning of an understanding of God that 
is above nature and its caprice, a God who is concerned for individu
al man. This concern was demonstrated historically in the life of 
Jesus .
This course may be one of great purpose, if we observe an unfolding 
plan of God in the lives of the great religious leaders studies. Let 
us think of church history as a road that has a beginning, certain 
points along the path, and one that is definitely going somewhere.
It is not going there by chance, because God is with these great people 
of the past as he is with us today--through trial, hardship and their 
own indiscretions, taking the situation and moving it toward His pur
pose. In our study we should see the relevance Of past thought, action 
and developments to the religious life and thought of today.
As a Unity student, you will find many ideas which have found a place 
in Unity's teaching. You will see that great spiritual leaders through 
out the ages have expressed the Truth ideas we seek to demonstrate in 
a practical way today. We trust you will find this study an enriching 
learning experience.

THE GOAL
--by Eleanor Wheeler Wilcox

All roads that lead to God are good;
What matters it, your faith or mine; 
Both center at the goal divine 

Of love's eternal brother hood.
A thousand creeds have come and gone;

But what is that to you or me? 
Creeds are but branches of a tree. 

The root of love lives on and on.



THE SETTING FOR CHRISTIANITY

Contribution of Greek Philosophy
Socrates' desire to know himself before the world about him prepared 

the way tor Christianity and Its consideration of the soul.
Plato turned Socrates' thought into metaphysics, contrasting the 

world of sense and everyday experience with a true and higher world of 
ideas or "forms." The secret of human destiny is to be found in the 
soul's search for the good which it sees but does not possess.

Contribution of the Roman Empire
(1) Roman military policy guaranteed peace to those in the Empire;
(2) Greek koine was the common language of the Empire;
(3) Roman roads were excellent and protection for navigators allow

ed free transportation to Christians;
(4) Rome granted religious toleration, except when in conflict with 

patriotic loyalty.

Paul
(died c. 65 A.D.) Took a small Jewish cult to the gentile world His 

main tenet - we are set free by Christ.

EXPECTED SECOND COMING OF JESUS
There are eschatological indications in Paul's writings--the age is 

limited, so let's win all we can. But when it became obvious that the 
Kingdom as it had been expected by some did not appear, the church had 
to change its attitude, and learn to live in this world. It had to 
take responsibility in leadership of state, and became concerned with 
its own history.

THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS
Church fathers of the age immediately succeeding the NT period, 

whose works have in whole or in part survived.
Clement of Rome (c.96) Probably 3r(i bishop after Peter, if apos- 

tolic succession is considered. Clement defends order and submission 
to superiors, i.e., bishops and deacons. His letters were originally 
read in the early church until the NT Canon.

Ignatius (35-C.107) Bishop of Antioch, and possibly successor to 
Peter!— He-believed the life of Christ contained in the bread and wine 
of the Eucharist. Wrote apostles, also; and in his Ep. 
to the Romans indicates his consuming desire for martyrdom, which came
to pass.
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Hermas (2nd cent.) Author of "Shepherd of Hernias/' which was regarded 
as scripture until the 4th cent . The aim of the book to show necessity 
of penance, and that the Trinity came into existence only after Christ 
was taken into heaven.

Polycarp (c.69-c.l55) Defended orthodoxy; wrote his_own Ep. to 
Philippians . Was Bishop of Smyrna. One of the early Christian martyrs, 
who said at his burning, "Eighty and six years have I served him yet I 
cannot go against my Lord and Christ."

Irenaeus (c . 130-c .200) First great Catholic theologian. Emphasized 
a canon of Scripture, also the episcopate. Said, "God became man that 
we might become like him."

Origen (185-254) Prodigious author; most famous work, the "Hexapla," 
a six-volume edition of the 0T in as many versions. Using Matt. 19“12, 
he made himself a eunuch for the kingdom of heaven's sake. See 
reference to him in Introduction of Let There Be Light.

THE APOLOGISTS - Who made a reasoned defence and recommended their faith
to outsiders .

Aristides (2nd cent.) Defended the existence and eternity of God.
Justin Martyr (c,100-c.165) Searched for truth in Greek philosophy 

and at last embraced Christianity. His First and Second Apologies, 
addressed to Roman rulers, resulted in his beheading under Marcus 
Aurelius .

Tatian (c.l60) Christian apologist and Gnostic. Wrote the Dia^essaron, 
famous early history of the life of Christ compiled from the four gospels, 
and used until the 5th cent. Vegetarian.

Tertullian (c.l60-220) African. Wrote a long list of theological 
works . His Trinitarian and Christological doctrines place him with 
Augustine as the greatest Western theologian of the patristic period.

PLOTINUS (205-269) and NEO-PLATONISM
Plotinus rejected Gnostic dualism and stated there is the One, or 

the Good, the first principle, absolutely simple and self-sufficient, 
whose intimate life is incomprehensible; that beneath it is the world 
of Ideas, and that on a still deeper plane is the World Soul. All are 
homogeneous and have a capacity for spiritual life, and this 'union 
Is reached by the unaided effort of soul unfoldment. This departs from 
the RC teaching that salvation is the work of Divine Grace to sinful man

Neo-Platonism had as its purpose the provision of a sound and^satis
fying intellectual basis for a spiritual life. Its adherents maintain
ed that the Absolute, which 'has its center everywhere but its cir
cumference nowhere' could be found by mystical experience.
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GNOSTIC
Admittedly difficult to define, for Gnosticism took many forms. 

Characteristic is its belief in a Demiurge or 'creator god' and the 
supreme and unknowable Divine Being. They believed the function of 
Christ to be the emissary of the supreme God, bringing gnosis (knowl
edge) . As a divine being He only temporarily inhabited a human being, 
Jesus. They stressed mystical union with the one Presence. They re
jected matter and could be compared to Christian Science today.

PERIODS - PERIODS AND PURPOSES
Nero (64) Blamed for the fire in 64 which destroyed a large part of 

Rome, he shifted the blame-to the Christians, punishing them for it 
and their ’’hatred of the human race."

Domitian (51-96) Demanded worship of himself. Persecuted Christians 
and Jews.

Tra,1an (112) Would not tolerate Christianity. Ignatius martyred 
under his rule.

Decius (250) Thousands put to death for refusing to offer sacrifice 
to him as Roman emperor.

Diocletian (303) The Great Persecution.- Demolished churches, burned 
books, tortured and martyred clergy. Wanted stated cult of gods and 
emperor worship.

There were four reasons for persecutions (l) religious--wanted old 
gods and sacrifices to Emperor as god; (2) economic— silver Dianas 
and idols sold; (3) political--church becoming powerful; (4) moral-- 
thought Lord's Supper too Bacchanal.

CONSTANTINE THE GREAT (274)
Became the senior ruler of the Empire in 312. According to Eusebius, 

early church historian, Constantine saw labarum in sky and heard a voice 
saying that in this sign he would copquer. He thus became a Christian 
and Christianity became "respectable." Built Constantinople. Gave 
imperial favor to Christianity in Edict of Milan (313) Plus aH  °ther 
religions. State cult dies. Settles Donat1st Schism (313). Orders 
Sunday to be a public holiday (321). Summons Council of Nicea (325) 
to settle Arlan dispute about person of Christ. Arius (250-336) had 
taught Christ was subordinate to God. The Council held he was of one 
substance with the Father, thus developing a theological doctrine that 
was to hold the Trinity, though unBiblical. The Nicene creed, used 
today, resulted. As Constantine centered the Empire at Constantinople, 
he unwittingly made the Roman bishops more prominent by his absence 
there.



COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE (38l)
Called to give final defeat to the long Arlan controversy. Ratified 

the work of the Council of Nicea, safeguarding the humanity and divinity 
of Christ. Condemned Apollinarianism, which held that while Christ was 
fully deity, he lacked manhood, which had been replaced by the divine 
Logos.

MONASTICISM
Had its origin in the desire to lead a life of more perfection and 

security than is usually possible in the world.
It was the aim of a monk to fulfill the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience.
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Antony of Egypt (c.251-336) is considered the founder. Antony re- 
tired to the desert and is said to have fought with demons under the 
guise of wild beasts.

Simeon Stylites (c .39-459) first of pillar ascetics and most colorful of the E. ascetics. Ran the gamut of self-inflicted torture; wove 
a tight cord around his body at 20, slept standing instead of lying 
down, was buried alive two years with only head out, walled himself in 
a cell, chained himself to a rock five years on a mountain, finally to 
a pillar 40 cubits high where he stood 30 years in prayer and praise.

Jerome (342-420) famous monk of the west-. Translated Bible from origi 
nal tongues into Latin (The Vulgate), still used. Built a monastery 
In Bethlehem. Volumes of writing, including a church history and bio
graphies of illustrious men.

Benedict (480-330) repelled by Roman immorality, fled to hermit ex
istence In cave. Attracted people who came for instruction. In 529 
built a monastery at Monte Cassino between Rome and Naples. Estab
lished order and education in monasteries in a time when there were 
no schools.

Patrick (389-461) who brought culture and education to a pagan Ireland 
which did not have an ordered ecclesiastical life.

Augustine of Canterbury (d.604) sent by the Pope to refound the church 
in England.

Boniface (680-754) Apostle of Germany, who laid foundations for 
settled ecclesiastical organization there.

Venerable Bede (673-735) Biblical scholar and "Father of English 
History," a life devoted to scripture, teaching, and writing.

AUGUSTINE (354-430)
\His Confessions are autobiographical, reveal a restless youth seeking
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God and not knowing it. Later said, "Our hearts are restless until they 
rest in thee." Early he sought fulfillment through the senses, was 
enamored with the theatre, read Cicero and the classics fervently. 
Bothered by authority of the church, divine inspiration of the OT, and 
his own bondage to worldly living. Was converted to new life when he 
heard a little girl singing, "Tolle, lege," as .he read Romans 13:13. 
Christianity of the last 1500 years largely shaped by him. His City 
of God a conception of the RC church. He defended orthodoxy, doctrines 
of depravity, atonement, grace, predestination. Most famous controversy 
was with Pelagius, a British monk who settled*In Rome in 400. Pelagius 
held that man is basically good and takes the initial step toward sal
vation by his own efforts. Augustine held to no ability, apart from 
divine grace.

PETRINE THEORY AND RISE OF PAPACY
No indication in NT that authority was given to follow Peter, or 

historic proof of apostolic succession. Roman Catholics claim authority 
from Jesus' statement to Peter, "Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church." Perhaps the martyrdom of Peter and Paul in Rome 
gave idea for Roman Church. However, this theory and the gradual dis
integration of the Empire which left the Pope sole authority in a 
political vacuum, were the great contributors to RC control. First 
"pope" is Innocent I (402-417) who is thrust into position of leader
ship after Alaric's sack of Rome. First action was to condemn Pelagius.

Leo I (440-461) first genuine Pope, is remembered for three things,
(l) as a champion of orthodoxy, (2) as a national hero, and (3) for 
making the Petrarchial claim.

Gregory the Great (590-604) introduces the church historian to the 
Middle Ages. Under him many significant things occured. The papacy 
took over the administration of civil government, taxes, etc., in 
the absence of the Emperor. Papal patrimony began —  land estates 
given to the church. He asserted leadership of Rome against Constan
tinople, thus beginning the rift between the two holy cities. Organiz
ed a successful defense of Rome against the invading Lombards. Passed 
Augustinian theology into the Middle Ages.

MIDDLE AGES BEGIN
From the Fall of Rome (496) on to the 11th c* has been called the 

"Dark Ages" in Europe. There was a breakdown of commerical ties, 
disintegration of roads, and dwindling of commerce and industry. In 
this vacuum the church becomes a strong stabilizing influence -- the 
"Church militant."
CHARLEMAGNE (c.742-814)

The first Emperor (from 800) of the Holy Roman Empire. Though he
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extended his kingdom in all directions, his main contribution was the 
restoration of church discipline, his renaissance of culture, and the 
stimulation of learning through the Carolingian Schools.

THE EAST-WEST SCHISM OF 1054
Main features of the Eastern Church: Sanctification of nature. The

beauty of the spiritual —  manger, rather than cross, emphasized. The 
Haggaisophia (537) Church of Holy Wisdom —  10,000 worked on it for 
five years, exquisitely beautiful.

Main differences between Eastern and Western Orthodox churches:
The East was mystical while the West was practical; a language barrier 
developed —  the West forgot Greek and the East did not speak Latin; 
the West gained power as the Pope and Charlemagne allied together; 
there were disagreements on fasting and communion (even beards —  W. 
shaved, E. bearded); the Petrine theory of Rome produced tension; 
Muslims encroached and West feared loss of power of Church; there was 
disagreement on icons or statues.

The final East-West breach came with a writ of excommunication in 
May of 1054, later to be widened by the Crusades.

\



SECTION III
THE CRUSADES THROUGH THE RENAISSANCE (c . 1000 - c. 1500) 

THE CRUSADES
Causes— To recover the Holy Land from Mohammedanism; to search for 

new trade routes to the East; Papal prestige.
Results of Crusades— More attention to the humanity of Jesus.^ 

Western narrowmindedness came in contact with E. learning, intellectual 
awakening, expressed by Scholasticism, Gothic architecture, art, mathe
matics, and science.

Extending over a period of 200 years (1096-1270) the eight crusades, 
and a children's crusade, could be considered failures, for the Holy 
Land was not conquered and Mohammedanism was not retarded. However, 
when viewed from the perspective of the enlightenment they brought back 
to Europe, they were worth all their cost.

MEDIEVAL "HERESY"
A tendency for more free thought in the Middle Ages as the Crusades 

loosened up alternative points of view. Also a revival of Aristotle 
as a result of the Spanish Moslem philosopher, Averroes. Many were ac
cused of heresy during the Middle Ages:

Manichaean— Based on old Persian dualism of light and darkness, good 
and evil always at war with the other. Elements of Zoroastrianism, 
Buddhism, Judaism and Christianity. Believed that salvation was based 
on knowledge of one's bondage, coupled with severe asceticism, includ
ing vegetarianism.

Pantheist— Belief that God and universe are identical— complete omni- 
presence. Christian thinkers of pantheistic leanings are John Scotus 
Erigena (800-877) who held God unfolds the Son and throughhim the 
world, which returns again to its Source; Melster Eckhart (1260-1327) 
who taught that that which is real in all things is the divine, that in 
the soul of man is a spark of God, that with God dominant the soul is 
filled with love and righteousness. He was accused of heresy in 1326 
but died during the proceedings. His most eminent disciple was Johann 
Tauler (1300-61) also a German mystic, who emphasized the inward^and  ̂
vital in religion, condemning dependence on the external ceremonies and 
works; with emphasis rather on God being born within. Jacob Boehme 
(1573-1624) emphasized both the inner divine spark with the necessity 
of regenerating the outer, fallen world. Unity students will find much 
in common with these spiritual trailblazers.

Albigensians--Taught Jesus was a spirit who did not suffer or rise 
again; He simply taught man the true doctrine. Rejected sacraments, 
doctrine of hell and resurrection of the body, believed all matter bad,, 
used no meat, milk, eggs or animal produce, and even recommended the 
extreme of suicide by starvation. Although condemned by several Councils 
their number increased; later were cruelly massacred. \

Waldensians— Took name from Peter Waldo (d. 1217). Very ascetic.  ̂ _ 
Believed the Bible the sole rule of belief and life. Criticized church ^
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and its worldliness. Set up own community and worship and were perse
cuted for their exclusivity.

MEDIEVAL SCHOLASTICISM
Best defined as an intellectual penetration into the inner meaning 

of Christian doctrine. It was influenced by Augustine, who said, 
"Understand so that you may believe, believe so that you may under
stand." Much attention given to reason, as illuminated by God. Main 
figures were:

John Scotus Erigena (800-877) later suspected of heterodoxy, who 
reconciled Neo-Platonist idea of emanation with Christian idea of 
creation. He held that for God, evil is non-existent; that sin bears 
the punishment in itself.

Berengar of Tours (999-1088) was more orthodox. Believed man owed 
debt to God for which God requires satisfaction. His Cur Deus Homo,
"Why God Became Man" contributed to theology of the Atonement.

Peter Abelard (1079-11^2) led a stormy life, source of many novels 
and biographies. Held that all creeds should be philosophically ex
amined, that there was no Original Sin, and that the incarnation and 
death of Jesus should merely be held up as an ideal to awaken love In 
us. Severely criticized by orthodoxy.

Thomas Aquinas (c . 1225-7^) held to the primacy of faith over reason, 
yet reconciled the two. The "santliest of the learned and most learn
ed of the saints." Was a monk, professor, prolific writer. His most 
famous work, the Summa Theologia, showed Aristotelian influence, yet he 
held to the seven Sacraments of RC and transubstantiation. He was de
clared the "Doctor of the Church" by Pius V, and made patron of all 
Catholic Universities in 1880. He tried to reconcile reason and reve
lation .

THE INQUISITION (1232)
The persecution of heresy by ecclesiastical courts. State officials 

entrusted to hunt out heretics, invited tattlers. Special questioning 
under torture with penance for those who recanted, or death by burning 
if they did not. The inquisitors defended their action in that they 
believed those burned would recant in burning, and save themselves from 
eternal flame. The Spanish Inquisition of the 15th c. was directed 
against Protestants, estimated 2000 burned. Burning was supposed to be 
used because of a Biblical prohibition against spilling blood.

THE FRIARS
Theoretically monks, but differed in that they went outside to minis

ter to needs. They were not confined to a house supported by benefactors.
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but were "vagabonds of the gospel." Intense social concern, which 
speaks to Christianity of our time.

Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) Lived a life of complete self-abnega- 
tion and poverty. His life was characterized by deep humility, child
like faith in God, love of nature, his joy in contrast to ascetics. In 
his complete renunciation he would not even own a Bible. He rejected 
formal teaching in schools, wished all to be as It was under Jesus’ 
leadership. Had no intention of founding a religious order, which 
evolved after his death; i.e., the Franciscans.

Dominic of Castile (1170-1221) Theologically educated, yet deeply 
impressed by Francis. During a famine in 1191 he sold all his posses
sions to help the poor. Labored to bring those accused of heresy back, 
even at danger of his own life. Humble, he refused a bishopric three 
times. The Dominican Order Was begun in his lifetime.

MEDIEVAL MYSTICS
Closely related to the Scholastics, the mystics sought a personal 

assurance more real than the pronouncements of the church, a book, 
or human reason— a personal encounter, an intimate, vital, first-hand 
feeling of union, a relationship with God. Many were criticized or 
condemned for heresy as mentioned above. Outstanding were Eckhart, 
and Tauler mentioned already, and these;

Henry Susso (1295-1336) of Cologne, student of Eckhart. Devoted his 
life to "eternal wisdom11 at the age of 18. Admired by, and influenced 
a Kempis. The writing, Theologica Germanica, emanated from a group 
called Friends of God, German mystics who leaned strongly toward mys
ticism, viewing the Christian life as a personal union of the soul 
with God, and characterized by their lack of concern for the externals 
of churchly life.

The Brethren of the Common Life. A non-monastic community of mystics, 
more group minded than Eckhart, which produced the Imitation of Christ, 
the most famous book of the Middle-Ages, attributed to Thomas a Kempis, 
who was mystically devoted to Christ.

Amalrich of Bena (d. 1204) taught in Paris; was influenced by Erigena 
and Neo-Platonism; concluded that God is all, that He is incarnate In 
the believer as in Christ. He held that earlier Christianity was no 
longer valid since the coming of the Holy Spirit.^ Forced to recant by 
Pope Innocent III. For more information on the mystics in Christian 
history see Evelyn Underhill's, Mysticism.

FORERUNNERS OF THE REFORMATION ^
The Conciliar Movement sought to bring the papacy under the juris- 

diction of the whole church and to be constitutional. The papacy



Page 4

declined after Boniface VIII was tried and sent from Rome to exile. 
Prance controlled the papacy thereafter for 70 years when the papal 
residence was moved to Avlgnon--called the "Babylonian captivity' of 
the papacy. The Avignon Popes however were luxury lovers, and Catherine 
of Siena talked the pope into returning to Rome in 1377. For a while 
there were popes in each place until the Avignon Pope was finally ex
pelled in 1408. The Conciliar Movement's attempt to bring constitution
al order failed as the Roman Pope asserted his primary authority once 
again.

Erasmus (1466-1536) Advocate of reform. His method was by education 
within the church. The power of invective was at its height as Erasmus 
satired the church, but he was averse to metaphysical speculation. 
Printed the Greek NT (1516) which was universally accepted. Taught 
that one should be a Christian gentleman and follow Jesus' example of 
loving-kindness.

John Wyclif (1329-84) Advocated radical reform. Criticized temporal 
possessions of the church, papal tributes; contested many doctrines; 
believed every man should be free to read and interpret the scriptures 
for himself; translated the Latin Bible into English. He traced cor
ruption from Constantine when popes became wealthy. Died naturally, 
but the Council of Constance condemned his views; burned his remains.

John Hus (1375-1415) Great reformer of Bohemia, preacher of Bethle- 
hem chapel in Prague. Crucial relation with "Good King" Wenceslas, 
who approved of the indulgence traffic of pope. Hus disapproved and 
called the pope the anti-Christ. Condemned at the Council of Constance 
and was burned outside the city walls. Czech revolt followed.

Savonarola (1452-98) Attacked the wickedness of Florence with church 
and state both his target. Refused to go to Rome when summoned for his 
anti-cleric teachings and was eventually tortured and killed.

THE RENAISSANCE
Between Dante's death (1321) and Machiavelli (1527) a new rebirth of 

classical learning took place called the Renaissance. Several factors 
were involved: (l) With the Crusades people learned the interests of
others. (2) With the rebirth of classical learning there was a new con
cern for the Latin and Greek classics. (3) Humanism evolved and atten
tion was on man and his potential. (4) The issues of heaven and hell 
no longer preoccupied men's minds. (5) Florence with its beautiful
natural landscapes recaptured Greek love of beautj? flourishing under 
the Medici family who were patrons of the arts.

Church received impact from Renaissance: (l) Papacy became human
istic, patron of arts. (2) Distrust of traditionally accepted Christian 
documents and customs.ensued. (3) Contempt for superstition, ignorance
and asceticism prevailed.



MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1546)
Founder of the German Reformation. Luther's emotional childhood was 

wrought with fears. He vowed to be a monk when frightened during a 
thunderstorm.

Ordained priest in 1507; next year sent to Univ. of Wittenberg to 
lecture.

Teaching gradually diverged from the traditional Catholic beliefs.
Developed anxiety about ineffectiveness of his own asceticism and 

religious routines to bring him peace.
After reading Paul's Letter to the Romans Luther became convinced 

that faith alone justifies man. He had read some of the mystics, es
pecially Tauler and the Theiplogica Germanica. Luther felt that good 
works come naturally from faith in Jesus Christ.

In 1517, at 34, he reacted strenuously to indulgences and drew up 95 
theses which he nailed to the door of the Schlosskirche at Wittenberg 
on Hallowe'en.

Tried in Rome for heresy, refused to recant; had to flee Wittenberg 
under the protection of Frederick III.

Broke completely with Medieval Church in 1520 by writing a trilogy of 
denunciations.

Excommunicated in January of 1521. Summoned before Diet of Worms in 
1521. Refused to recant and was banned from Empire.

Wrote and translated Bible in seclusion; married a nun; continued 
his bitter attacks on the papacy.

Main beliefs: (l) Every man his own priest, ministering to others.
"I will give myself a Christ to my neighbor; I will be to them as He has 
been to me." (2) Each individual may interpret scripture as it is most 
meaningful to him. (3) A democratic self-government.

ULRICH ZWINGLI (1484-1531)
Swiss reformer; cured souls on first floor of his parsonage and on 

the second floor pursued humanistic studies. Corresponded with Erasmus. 
Came to gospel through intellectual insight; believed truth not dis
closed by scripture alone, but through movement of Holy Spirit. Strong 
ly opposed to majority of Roman Catholic doctrines.

JOHN CALVIN (1509-64) \
French reformer and theologian 

than Luther; primarily a scholar.
"Let God be God." More systematic , 

Wrote the Institutes of the Christian
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Religion, a theological classic, defining his position. Starts with 
knowledge of God--we cannot know ourselves unless we know God. No reve
lation outside of scripture. In a sense he is the father of fundamental
ism. Cannot question author of scripture. Natural man is a maze with
out direction. God is supreme Lord in every manner of life. Words of 
Jesus are to be taken literally. Awesome reverence of God. Had Servetus 
the Unitarian, burned for attacking the Trinity. Made Geneva a theoc
racy. Main beliefs are summed up under initials of t-u-l-i-p: 1. Total
depravity. 2. Unconditional election. 3- Limited atonement. 4. Irre
sistible grace. 5. Perseverance of saints. He substituted an infallible Bible for an infallible pope.

JOHN KNOX (1505-72)
Scottish reformer. Introduced Calvinism to Scotland and founded 

Presbyterian church there. Drew up the Scottish Confession which abol
ished the authority of "papal idolatry" and the Mass, the celebration 
and attendance of which was forbidden under pain of death.

THE ANABAPTISTS
Tried to establish a New Testament church with four branches of 

Anabaptism representing a type of reformation:
Swiss Brethren. Developed a free church with adult baptism as against 

infant baptism. Resented coercive power of established church. Often 
persecuted for their beliefs. One leader, Felix Manz, was baptised to death in Zurich.

The Hutterites. So named from Jacob Hutter, (1533) leader. They held to the ideas of separation of themselves from world, adult baptism 
and a Christian communion. They considered private property the great
est enemy of Christian life. Sect still exists today.

Melchorltes. Named from Melchior Hoffman (14-98-1543) . An unortho
dox Christian of docetic views; advocated polygamy, revolution, and 
set a definite date for second coming. Established in the city of 
Munster, but the Roman Catholics and Lutherans took the city and put to the sword all its residents.

Mennonites. Menno Simons, (1496-1561) leader. Strict separation of 
church and individual society. Held to believers* baptism, rejection 
of church organization, belief of real presence in*Eucharist. Refuse 
military service, taking oaths, and have no common doctrine.

IGNATIUS LOYOLA (1491-1556) AND THE ROMAN COUNTER REFORMATION
His "Spiritual Exercises" are a religious classic. In 1521, when 

his leg was broken, he read the life of Jesus and the saints and was
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S S55SS & !^^S S 5S E E^E 35S S 3E S ^^S S B ^E S E S S & B (H B X fiE S nB S S B S 388S 9S B S B S S S B H E flB 3S B S B S G 9E S S & S S ^B ^S D S

Page 3

healed. A leading mystic, but believed in total submission to the 
mother Roman Catholic church. He laid the foundation for the Jesuit 
society which carried out the Roman Counter-Reformation in opposition 
to the Protestant reformation. During this Roman inquisition, worse 
than the one of 1252, suspected heretics were punished even on sus
picion with no regard for the great, no mercy. An Index of forbidden 
books was distributed, and one sees the more orthodox, ossified, in
flexible Roman Catholicism. Index still exists for books, magazines, 
movies, and other forms of public communication.

ANGLICAN REFORMATION
Henry VIII (1491-1547) began the Anglican Reformation by putting his 

wife away in order to take another who would bear him sons. Pope re
fused permission, so Henry separated the Church of England from the 
Church of Rome. He, himself, became head of the church, but not a her
etic, for he held his Roman Catholic views, introduced the use of the 
English Bible, and through Cranmer, published the Book of Common Prayer 
in 1549.

Bloody Mary of Tudor (1516-58). Daughter of Henry VIII; tried to 
swing people back to RC . 288 were burned, which actually won the people
more to the Reformation.

Elizabeth I (1533-1603) went on the side of Reformation. When ex- communicated by the Pope, she released her subjects from his allegiance. 
Had her sister, Mary of Scotts, beheaded lest her disaffected Roman 
Catholic subjects rally there. England became strongly Protestant.

PURITAN REFORM
The Puritans wanted to purify the Church of England from all traces 

of corruption which survived from the Roman connection. They resented 
also the rigid parliamentarian control of England. They attacked church 
ornaments, vestments, organs, the sign of the cross, ecclesiastical 
courts, demanded presbyterian government and Sunday observance. Their 
theology was Calvinist. John Bunyan (1628-1688) was a strong Puritan, 
imprisoned for his refusal to conform to the Church of England, and 
while in prison wrote Pilgrim’s Progress. The Puritans declared 
Christianity as a life to be lived, rather than creeds to be believed.

SMALLER EMERGING GROUPS IN ENGLAND
George Fox (1624-91) and the Quakers, or "Friends" as they called 

themselves. Imprisoned for the statement "No, it is not the scriptures, 
it is the spirit of God." Central doctrine, "the inner light," a belief 
that God spoke directly to men in the 17th century as he had in Bible 
times. The authority of the inner voice was preferable to that of the 
Bible or the church. \
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Seekers. Early 17th century Puritan sect. Believed no true church 
hadexisted since the spirit of Antichrist (pope) became uppermost in 
the church, and that God would in his own time ordain a new church. 
They were quietists and did little to hasten this process, but were in 
many ways like the Quakers.

Lavellers. Protested that there was a natural law written in the 
hearts of men, and that parliaments should be limited. Advocated com
plete freedom of religion and manhood suffrage.

Diggers. Protested against private ownership of land. So named 
because they dug in uncultivated land to sow vegetables, claiming that 
they had been commanded by God to take the land and make it fruitful.

COUNCIL OF TRENT (1545) 4
Clarified the position of Roman Catholicism as opposed to the doctrines 

of Protestantism, giving the pope supremacy over the entire church.

JOHN WESLEY (1703-1791)
Founder of the Methodist movement. Said, "The world is my parish." 

Wesley came upon the scene of coarse amusements, illiteracy, filthy 
jails, drunkenness. Eager to reach out to men in their wider.-needs; en
thusiastic in his experience of God’s forgiveness. His preaching 
became unpopular to the Church of England and he found church after 
church closed to him. He did not intend to break with the established 
church, as did Luther, but only to purify the existing organization 
and to intensify its concern for the neglected. After his conversion 
experience at Aldersgate Street, he spent the rest of his life in 
evangelistic work, preaching on the streets, at the mines, etc. He 
organized a body of lay pastors to help evangelize.



THE SHAPE OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE NEW AMERICA
"Christianity suffered a 'sea change' when it came over the ocean.

It was a land of liberty to which the emigrant was going and the breeze 
of freedom blew away many a dusty theological dogma..." (Chas. Potter 
in his Story of Religion)

The religion was anti-orthodox, independent in nature, congre
gational in government, anti-creed and pro-experience. There was class 
strata, i.e., planting class to Episcopal, lower classes to sects, 
moneyed class stayed in the East and the rest pushed westward.

EARLY EXPERIMENTS IN RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
The Pilgrims Originating in Scrooby, Eng., this group of Puritans 

opposed episcopal jurisdiction and the rites and discipline of the 
Church of England. A group of farmers and artisans, few educated.
To avoid contamination with what they considered worldly neighbors, 
they went to Holland, but dissatisfied there, to America in the 
Mayflower Sept. 1620 .

Roger Williams 1604-83 Champion of religious toleration. Cambridge 
educated. Criticized the Massachusetts Bay permit, and the colony.
Said there was no Christian freedom unless the church itself was free. 
Said state could never interfere in religious matters; there must be a 
separation of church and state. Spoke against religious persecution 
in the early colonies - no sanction for it in the teachings of Jesus. 
Banned to Rhode Island, he began there the first Baptist church in the 
colonies .

William Penn 1644-1718 Quaker founder of Pennsylvania. Drew up 
constitution for his colony which permitted all forms of worship com
patible with monotheism and religious liberty. Refugees from all over 
Europe came to his colony, which was primarily Quaker.

|j
THE GREAT AWAKENING 1740-43

Stress on visible evidences of conversions. Those who did not mani
fest them, whether clergy or laity, were openly denounced. A reaction 
to developing liberalism.

Jonathan Edwards 1703-58 Rejected personal religious freedom, main
taining that self-determination was absurd. An unbending Calvinist, he 
is perhaps the most influential theologian America^has produced. Under 
his leadership, with that of others, the revival spread throughout the 
13 colonies, and left a permanent mark on American Christianity. Among 
the revival results were (l) separation of church and state, (2) new
vitality and church membership, (3) education and philanthrophy, (4)

" missionary concern, (5) emphasis on God's work in the individual rather
than society, (6) common man reached, (7) lay authority increased.
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THE ENLIGHTENMENT
With roots in Europe, the Enlightenment opposed supernatural reli

gion, had an ardent desire to promote the happiness of men in this life. 
Their favorite doctrine - human ability. Rejected orthodoxy., celibacy, 
held to a fundamental belief in the goodness of human nature. A major 
factor in the philosophy of the Founding Fathers of America.

EMERGING LIBERAL CHRISTIANITY
Some of the key figures in emerging liberalism and the period of En

lightenment :
John Locke 1632-1704 English philosopher. Influenced John Wesley 

and was concerned with rational and demonstratable truths. Held that 
the only secure basis of Christianity was its reasonableness. Essence 
of Christianity is that Christ was sent to spread the true knowledge of 
God and our duties . All other doctrines are secondary and incapable 
of proof.

Benjamin Franklin Best example of American enlightenment in his 
concern for science and observation of pheonomena. Held to Deism, 
a belief that God created but is not immanent in the world, believed 
in perfectability of man, and that man can be master of his own destiny.

Charles Chauncy 1592-1672 Liberal pastor of First Church, Boston, 
who criticized Edwards and blasted against his emotional extremes; 
belief in universal salvation.

Thomas Jefferson 1743-1826 Love of God and neighbor is the sum of 
religion. All the rest is unnecessary addition.

W . E . Channing 1780-1842 In 1819 gave an ordination sermon which 
became the magna carta for Unitarianism. In it he stressed the au
thority of the scripture as interpreted by reason, and that scripture 
is a progressive revelation. Emphasized humanity of Jesus Christ, ac
cused of being Arian, i.e., making Christ subordinate to God. He 
believed that all men are endowed with the same divine potential as 
Jesus .

MORE REVIVALS
The second Awakening. Deism in colleges was causing infidelity to 

the established faith. Timothy Dwight of Yal (1752-1817) found Yale 
in an ungodly and rowdy state, and launched a revival there which 
spread widely with Edwardian enthusiasm. Out of this revival arose 
the Disciples of Christ, and added fervor to the Roman Catholics, who 
were aroused and influenced by Protestant neighbors.
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SLAVERY AND SCHISM
As long as the theory of the "elect" prevailed, there was no oppo

sition to the slave traffic. The elect were ordained to be masters of 
society. Keep everything exactly as it is because that’s the way God 
made it. The principal anti-slavery group was the Quakers, but also 
contributing were the liberal ideas of the Enlightenment and the human 
impulse of the Great Awakening. After I83O when cotton became king in 
the South, they defended their slavery with apologies - said it was 
permitted in OT and NT, that part of the divine economy of the Negro 
was their status as identified with Ham, that they were little children 
who needed white masters, etc. Churches most affected by the slavery 
controversy were the Baptists, Methodists, and the Presbyterians, who 
divided into north and south churches.



THE TRANSCENDENTALISTS
A movement flourishing in New England in the mid-19th century, stem- 

Unltarlanism, and also from European writings and thought, 
borrowing ideas from Goethe, Wordsworth, Coleridge and Carlysle. They 
opposed creeds, churches, theologies. Through the doctrine of the im
manence of God in nature, developed a belief in individualism and self- 
reliance. Key figures were Emerson, Thoreau and Theodore Parker. Emily 
Dickinson is considered by many the poet of American transcendentalism. 
Their free spirit and intellectual inquiry, their concern for the slavery 
issue, contributed much to religious social concern and liberality.
Unity students should be especially conversant with the Transcendental- ists.

EMERGING RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN THE 19TH CENTURY
Some of the main religious groups to develop before and after the Civil War:
The Mormons - began with Joseph Smith, who is said to have had the 

Book of Mormon revealed to him at Palmyra, N. Y. This bible became the 
basis of the Latter-Day Saint religion. They were much persecuted, 
and suspected of polygamy. Joseph Smith was murdered in a jail in 
Nauvoo, 111. in 1846. Brigham Young led the saints on to Utah. By 
1o77j when he died, a beautiful community had been set up there as a 
result of irrigation. The group is marked by strife with Federal 
authorities, and by some inner conflict. The Reorganized church, with 
headquarters in Independence, no longer identifies itself with the Mormons.

Phineas Quimby and his influence (d. 1866) Pioneer American spirit- 
ual healer, was himself healed of a serious disease. Quimby healed 
many^thousands^of^people, among them Mary Baker Eddy, who began Christ- 
taji Science (1875). His influence in healing by faith is seen in Unity,'and many New Thought groups.

Theosophy - Of Oriental root, it was founded in New York in 1875 by 
Helena Blavatsky, a Russian noblewoman. Its purpose is universal brother
hood, to study the ancient scriptures, investigate the "hidden mysteries 
of nature, and the psychic and spiritual powers latent in man. God is 
transcendent source of all being and good, and evil may be overcome by complete absorption in the Infinite.

Seventh-Day Adventists - organized in 1844, built a number of sani
tariums in a concern for health. They believe in the visible return of 
Christ, observe the seventh day as Sabbath, vegetarians, pacifists.

THE SOCIAL GOSPEL

The churches move from a concept of Individual sin to ̂ the sins of 
society. A new concern for sociology and economic justice. Foreign missionary interest increases.
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Walter^ Rauschenbusch (1861-1918) - Foremost interpreter of social 
Christianity. He believed that the Kingdom of God should be lived by 
men now, and that Jesus' gospel was primarily one of earthly redemption, 
a divine society to be realized on earth by processes of fraternal liv
ing. ^Religion not an escape from life, but a focusing center of the 
energies of God to be used to transform human society. The church was 
being criticized for being tools of the rich, and a cleavage between 
labor and the church developed. Rauschenbusch did much to stir the 
churches to improve its concern for poverty, unhealthful conditions of. 
life, ignorance, dishonesty, and the social evils which must concern the church.

EXISTENTIALISM

A relatively recent philosophy concerned with existence as it is 
lived by men. Common ground for existentialist doctrine is the problem 
of^human existence--"Why?" Reason cannot explain it adequately. Three 
main developments in this school of thought: 1. the Christian exist
entialism of Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) who held to faith rather 
than reason, and stressed the relation of the individual soul with God' 
almost to the exclusion of the Christian community, and who believed 
that there was a grandeur in men, yet a tragic division between what 
God intended him to be and the depths to which he has sunk. 2. There 
is the athlestic existentialism of Martin Heidegger (b. 1883) who re
jects theology and elaborates a metaphysic of the human person, and 
Jean Paul Sartre (b. 1905), openly atheistic, "God is dead," holding 
that problems of life cannot be intellectualized, but must be treated 
through human experience; hence his vehicles of the drama, the novel, 
and personal diaries. 3- The third development is seen in the Roman 
Catholic existentialism of Thomas Aquinas (d. 127̂ -) as now presented 
ky Jacques Maritain (b. """] who share a supreme interest in the hu
man person, as well as a distrust of philosophical idealism.

The radical concern of the Existentialists for the individual person 
and his many unanswered questions on why he exists, is a challenge to 
Christianity today. Paul Tillich is America's leading theologian, and 
he is considered a Christian existentialists--seeking to bring the two together.

NEO-ORTHODOXY

A new theology to re-analyze the needs of the church. It stemmed 
from the first World War and the failure of the romanticism of the 
idealists who had promised a lasting peace. Man as a sinner is stress
ed. The second war deepened the new theology after Hitler's satura
tion bombings of civilian population and man's inhumanity to man shown 
in the war. Neo-orthodoxy is a reaction both against blind fundamen- 
talism and the liberal belief in the immanence of God. They hold that 
God is transcendent, that there is a gulf between God and man. Man has 
a destiny, but he has desecrated it. Concern for Trinity and the
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"otherness" of God versus the overconcern of personal religious ex
perience - what God has done, rather than, humanity. Results of Neo
orthodox movement are - a new appreciation for the historic Christian 
church and faith, social awareness of its members, and the critical 
evaluation of the Bible. Some key theologians in Neo-Orthodoxy are:

Gustav Aulen (b. 1879) holds that salvation is not something one can 
do for himself, the Atonement is not subjective, but that God died 
objectively outside of individual response. His thought expressed in 
his Christus Victor published 1931.

Relnhold Niebuhr (b. 189 )̂ -- criticism of the decay of theology and the emptiness of Protestant over accommodation to the new pluralistic secular society of today.
Karl Barth (b. 1886) foremost of these theologians. Emphasis on 

what God haslone rather than what individual has experienced. Goes to 
extremes. However, those who have had religious experiences are left 
out, invalid. Attempt to bring theology back to the principles of the 
Reformation and the prophetic teachings of the Bible.

THE FUTURE OP OUR FAITH
What is the future of Christianity? It is as surely in the plan of 

God as the sweep of events we have just studied. There are divergent 
factors. National religions are on the rise, and Christianity in many 
places is rejected as a militant religion, for being a religion of the 
opportunists who use it merely as an expedient for economic or political 
reasons, and that it is held to be the only true faith. Liberal thought 
and Neo-Orthodoxy disagree, and both have their adherents with equal 
fervor. It seems logical to predict that ours will be a growing, 
expanding faith, with increasingly more room given to the thought of 
other religions and their contribution to man's faith in God. The key 
will largely lie in the freedom upon which our nation was founded, and 
as expressed upon the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty -

"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp.'" cries she 
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor.
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free.
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send them, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door."



THE HISTORY OP THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Class Assignments

Section I - The Crucifixion of Jesus to the Council of Nicea 
(30 A.D. - 325)

1. What was the problem involved in the expected second coming of 
Jesus?

2. Define the meaning of the word Gnosis.
3. List some of the results df the early Christian persecutions.
4. What was the significance of Constantine to Christianity?
5. In what way was the Council of Nicea decisive?
Section II - Monastic Rule to the break with the Eastern Church 

(358 - 1054)
1. Discuss briefly the contribution to culture made by the early 

monasteries.
2. How was Augustine significant to the development of orthodox 

Roman Catholicism? *
3. Discuss the Petrine theory and how it led to the rise of the 

Papacy.
4. How was Charlegmagne instrumental in strengthening Christianity?
5. What brought about the break between the Eastern and Western 

Church?
Section III - The Crusades through the Renaissance (c. 1000 - c. 1500)
1. What were the beneficial effects of the Crusades?
2. How has St. Francis of Assisi influenced Christian culture?
3. In what way did the proponents of the Inquisition defend their 

actions?
4. Discuss the results of Wyclif's translation of the Bible.
5. Why was the Renaissance of great importance?
Section IV - Reformation through Puritan Reform (1500 - 1700)
1. List some of the events leading to the Reformation.
2. Briefly describe the main teachings of Luther, Calvin and Knox.
3. List some of the smaller groups emerging in this period (Quaker, 

etc.)
4. What was the decision of the Council of Trent?
3. What occasioned the Puritan Reform?
Section V - American church history to the Civil War (1700 - 1865)
1. Give the reason for the Pilgrims' migration to America.
2. What were the results of the Great Awakening?
3. List some of the benefits of the Enlightenment.4. Who were some of the key people In emerging liberal Christianity 

(i.e., in Unitarianism, etc.)?
5. How did the issue over slavery bring schism in religion?



Section VI - End of the Civil War to Present (1865 - )
1. How did the Transcendentalists contribute to the modern religions 

spirit?2. List some of the emerging religious groups of the latter half of 
the 19th Century.

3. Give a definition of Existentialism and some of its adherents.
4. Discuss factors giving rise to the Social Gospel.
5. Give your own personal views regarding present Neo-Orthodoxy, 

versus the continuing trend of liberal thought and resurgent 
national religions.
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