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CHAPTER IX
THE PLACE OF JESUS CHRIST IN
THE SALVATION OF MAN

To appreciate the work of Jesus we need to recall the
condition of man. Man is not immoral; he is anemic, weakened
throuzh error thinking. "Error mentality envelops the human race
like a smoky fog."1 The limited thoughts of disease have weak-
ened,man, and thoughts of death have overcome him. Throughout the
long history of the race the life-cells of man's body end mind
have become so encrusted with error thinking that there is no pos-
8ibility of one breaking through and arousing them to their ap-
polinted task of demonstrating eternal life. "We cannot, by our
efforts alone, save ourselves from this race consciousness of
8in, evll, sickness, and death."® For mankind to be saved it
"became necessary that some great soul reconnect us with the
Father-Mind,"d

Jesus Christ accomplished this for mankind, According
to Mr, Pillmore,4 Jesus Christ was & perfected soul who attained
creative power in a cosmic evolution previous to human history.
He first became known to use as Jehovah God, the Creator of our

5

universe, ®This world and everything on it was brought forth

lcharles Fillmore, "The Metaphysical Significance of the
Crucifixion,” Unity, LXX (Jan., 1929), 6.

2Ibid,, p. 7. $1v14., p. 6.

%see Dnity, LXX (Jan., 1029), 6; Unity, LIXXV (Dec.,
1936), 6; Unity, I (Jan., 1937), 4.

Sur, Fillmore sayst "We behold in Jesus Christ and our
relation to him how men who have developed the divine image in
themselves become creators of other men,® "Christmas: Its
Scientific Meaning," Unity, LXxxv (Dec,, 1936), 6,
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by Him in many earthly incarnations.l

When man, the offspring of Jehoveh, lost his communion
with the Father Mind by acting independently of that kind, Jehovah,
or Christ, in order to redeem man, began a series of physical in-
carmnations., These phjsical incarnations reached their climax in
Jesus of Nazareth, He gave up for ages His conscilousness of spir-
itual perfection in order to contect with our mentality. He en-
tered into the diseased and corrupt flesh consciousness of the
race and, through a series of incafnations, he finally in the
human Jesus "reestablished the intermind relation that once ex-

isted between man and God, "2

He did part of his work under the namcs of Moses, Elisha,
David, et al, These lives were his days at school, and he
arrived at a state of consciousness while manifesting as
Jesus of Nazareth where he remembcred his past lives,®
The body of Jesus became & bridge between the human race and God.
Jesus Christ broke through the crystallized fhought strata that
enfold the race; he "made a great rent in the sense conscious-
ness and opened a way by which all who desire may demonstrate

easily and quickly,"4

The work of Jesus Christ has a two-fold asvect: First,

l1bi4,

2Charles Fillmore, "Metaphysical Significance of the
Crucifixion," Unity, LXX (Jan., 1929), 7, .

Scharles Fillmore, "Transfiguration,” Unity, XIV (April,
1901), 149, 8ince this is an interpretation of The Eranafiguration
scene, one would expect the name Elias, But Mr, Fillmore says:
"The Spirit'‘reveals to me that an error has been made in the

text which gives Eliss--it should read Eiishsa,"

‘Charles Fillmore, Jesus Christts Atonement, p. 7.
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He 1s our "Way-Shower," leader, and example. Second, by the pro-
cess of resurrection and atomization, he sowed the atomic units
of his body as "points of 1life and light in our mind and body
atmosphere to the end that any one who concentrated his thoughts
upon Christ in fzith might attract as a spiritual maznet one or
many of his body atoms.”1 These atoms of Jesus Christ's regen-
erated body can be made the nucleus of & regenerated body for any
who appropriate them through faith, This twofold work 1is the
atonement which Jesus Christ has made for the race,

The work of Jesus Christ as "Way-Shower" also nad two
sides which Mr, Fillmor62 has designated as the first and second
coming of Christ, The first coming of Christ was Jesus'! recep-
tion of the Truth of PBeing into his conscious mind, Jesus real-
ized and affirmed that He was the Son of God., He put out of his
mind by the process of denlal every racial thcught that has bound
men tﬁrough the ages. In his threefold temptation experience He
conquered "personal® consciousness. He achieved by the use of
affirmations that supreme spiritual selfhood in which he could
truly say: "I and the Father are one." Jesus, the soul, recog-
nized Christ, His SBuperconsciousness, as His Father, He con-
sciously made Himself one with the absolute principle of Being.
*He had no conscicusness separate from that Being, hence He was

that Being to all intents and purpoaes."5

lCharles Fillmore, "All the Way," Unity, LXXXVI (Jan.,
1957)' 40

2809 Charles Fillmore, The Twelve Powers of Man, Pe. 16,

8Charles Fillmore, Jesus Christ's Ajonement, p. 1ll,
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The first coming of Christ led to the second caming of
Christ. 7This wes Jesus' most important work for the race, Hav-
ing consclously realized that the Superconscicusness was His real
self, he now made use of 1t to redeem the body. The second caming
of Christ "is the awakening and the regeneration of the subcon-
scious mind through the superconscious or Christ mind.éllt is
the chipping off of the error-thought crystallizations of history
that envelop the cells of the soul' and body and the liberation of
the eatomic energy stored in them. Jesus knew the scilence of Being
hnd hence knew his own body. %Inherent in the mind of Bsing are
twelve fundamentel ldeas, which 1n action appear as primal crea-
tive forces."2 He also knew that these twelve "primal creative
forces™ or ideas had their resldence in man as presiding egos.
"The subconscious reelm in man has twelve great centers of action,
with twelve presiding egos or identities.'3 Jesus symbolized all
this'by his calling twelve disciples, These twelve faculties of
Being, the disciples which represent them, and their centers of
ection in the human body are as follows:

Faith--Peter--center of brain,
.Strength--Andrew--loins;

Discrimination or Judgment--James, son of Zebedee--pit of
stomach,

Love=-=John-=back of heart,

Power--rhilip--root of tongue,

=

1Charlea Pillmore, The Twelve Powers of Man., P. 16

21vid., p. 63.

$1b1d., p. 15.
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Imagination--Bartholomew--between the eyes.,
Understanding-=-Thomag-~front brain,
Will--Matthew--center of front brain,
Order--James, son of Alphaeus--navel,
Zzeal~--Simon the Canaanite--back head, medulla,
Renunciation or Elimination--Thaddaeus--abdominal region.,
Life Conserver--Judag--generative I‘unction.1 -
¥hile every man has these various brain centers or pre-
siding egos, ordinarily he makes us; only of the brain in the
head., Jesus, when he resched a certaln stage in his soul devel-
opm>nt, called to the aid of the I AM these twelve ezos of his
subconscious 1ife., Thls is symbolliged in Scripture by His golng
up "into the mountain to pray," and calling the twelve, The
* mountain is his Superconsciéusness located at the tcp of his
head, By direct appeal to these presiding egos, Jesus built out
the centers over which they preside, He thought through these
other brains, mastsred the functions of the body which they di-
rect, and arrested th: deterioration that had been taking place
throughout the body because of the error-thought of the race,
Step by step, by applying denials and affirmatione direct to these
centers, he revitalizaed the cells of his body and refined the
"man of the flesh into the man of the 8pirit."

This entire process was mentsal, Jelu; was patient; he
spent much time in deniala--faiting. He persistently treated
these brain ‘centers against the limited thoughts which the world
held, Then he energetically created powerful, unlimited ideas

1vid., p. 16.

L4




=107~
of Being and sent them into the centers to complete the work,
Jesus, by affirmation, ™delighted in making great and mighty
claims for His God, Himself, His words, and for all men,"t 1In
other words, Jesus brought the I AK into direct contact with each
of the brain centers of his body to its purification and empower-
ment. The ignorance of Adam was thus undone; the life of sensa-
tion was made to yleld to the 1ife of the Spirit, Jesus achieved
eternal life in the body.

The orucifixion of Jesus represents the climax of the
struggle between the Christ Mind and the sense mind for the con=-
trol of man. It marks the putting to death of the Judas con=-
sciousness, which thrcuzh the centuries has robbed the race of
its vitelity., At this point the body of Jesus, because 1t was
zoicloéely connected with the "personal®™ or sense-consclousness,

passed through great suffering and seemed to die:

The crucifixion of Jesus is the symbolical representation
of the crossing out {destruction) of the carnal mind (Satan)
J in the redeemed man's consciousness, Christ was not killed
' on the cross, neilther was the body of Jesus destroyed. The
®"ghost" that Jesus gave up with his last breath was mortality.
It was the perscual, mortal consciousness theat cried, "My
] God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me." (This god should
: be spelled with a small g.) Tge personal concept god always
] fails to save its worshipper,”

Jesus did not really die on the cross, as we understand
death. The Christ Mind or Superconseciousness transmated nls tody
into a higher spiritual substance. The body was taken from three-

dimensional into four-dimensional life., In this resurrection

lCharles Fillrore, Jesus Christ'!s Atonement, p. 18,
2

Charles Fillmore, The Twelve Powers of Man, P. 69.




Jesus actually demonstrated the power his I AM had gsained over

his body through calling to its aid the twelve disciples and in-
btructing them in the Truth sbout God and man. They had learned
the lesson that God is Principle and that man is God in action,
In his resurrection Jesus, the man, through his Christ-conscious-
ness "unloosed the dynamic atoms of His whole body and released
their electrical energy.“l By thus atomiging his body into the
racial atmosphere, “Jesus offered His body as a life or electric
transformer'? for the human race, .This is ﬁhe "At-cne-ment"
waich Jesus Christ has made for the race.

The process of salvation by means of the Silence, denials,
and affirmations needs, then, to be applied more directly than
has been done in the past, Jesus has made & "rent" in the racial
consciousness of mortal sense, He has made plain the way to the
eternal reunion of Spirit, soul, snd body. Man must go in at the
"rent" Jesus has made, It is not, lr, Fillmore assures us, &an
easy ta;k. Only those who really feel that they are "ready for
the great adventure into the ettainment of eternal 1life 1ln the
body here and now"® should take up the development of the twelve
powers of man, This method means the release of powerful, dynamic
energy and, "if not controlled and raised to the spiritual _lane,

it may prove a source of body deatruction."4 But whoever has ad=-
5 &

11b1d., po 5.

2Charles Fillrore, "All the Way," Unity, LXXXVI (Jan.,
1937)’ 7. :

3Charles Fillmore, The Twelve Poweres of Men, p. 4.

S hin . v. 5.
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vanced in spiritual consciousness toithe point where he is "wille-
ing to give up all worldly ambitions," conserve the "pure sube-
stance of his body," and develop the twelve creative centers of
his body may follow Jesus in the mastery of his own body and in
its resurrection from death., He attalned only whet 1s expected

of sach of us, eand we can be saved only as we resurrect or refine

1

our bodies as he did. "It is an error to think that God gives

enybody anything that he has not egrned."2 Ve must work oat our
own salvation,

Mr. Fillmore claims that the lnowledgze of the functioning
of the body through its twelve brains or ®ganglionic centers" is
his particular discovery and gift to religion., Tie application
of this discovery gives Unity its status as "Practicsal Chris-
tianity." His account of the discovery follows:

I am transforming, through mentel dynamics, the cells of
rry whole bcdy, the ultimate of which will be Iirmortality 1n
the flesh, I have discovered that all the ganglion centers
in the organisn ere in recality bralns thinking thoughts in a
measure independent of the central thinker, whose seat of
action is usuelly confined to the head. In order to control
the various brains I hage found it necessary to project into
them my con:cious thought and £111 them so full of truc ldeas
that there is no room for the felse. This task has not been
a light one, and I have spent years in silent willing, deny-
ing and affirming, actually rebuilding every cell in my or-
sanien fror center to circumference. I would way that in this
work I have been guided by an invisible intelligence, which I
call the Holy Spirit. I have also found that the whole process
is symbolically outlined in the 1life of Jesus Christ,

lThe church has been correct, says Mr, Fillirore, in tell-
ing people to "follow Jesus.” It has erred int eaching that Jesus
was "the only begotten 8on of God, and that He overcame for us,

and that by simElﬁ believing on Him we are saved." See Charles
Pillmore, Jesus: ist's onement, p. 8.

2Charloa Fillrmore, The Twelve Powers of Man, p. £8,
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and is what 1s technically called regeneration."t
Stated briefly, Mr. Fillmore's discovery consists in applying the

ideas of Being-~-faith, strength, discriminatlion, love, power,

lcharies Fillumore, "A Biographical Sketch," Unity, XVII
(Aug., 1902), pp. 69 f.: Mr, Fillmore here suguests that he made
the discovery directly through the Holy Spirit; then he rsalized
that the l1ife of Jesus Christ carried the same discovery in sym=-
bolical langucge, While his genius 1s shown 1n workingz out and
aprlying the idee, cerieinly the basic materiaels for such appll-
cution had been in the "mentel-cure" group for some time. Much
of 1t hac eppeared in the Fillmore publication 1n the preceding
years. George H. Brools, a Splritualist, had expressed the 1dea
thet any part of the body could be cured by direct applicatlon of
thought to that part in the first 1ssue of their mecazine (Modern
Tnought, I [ April, 1£&97, 11). The need for strenuous efiort,
applied over a period of time, in order tc accom.lisii wortnwhile
results is the central theme in The Temple of the Rosycross by
F. B, Dowd, a Rosicrucien., M¥r, Flllmore gave this book & Ifavor-
able review and took from it the idea of the "Winged-Globe,"
which he mede_the permcnent symbol of Unity (see Mocern Thought,
I [Nov,, 1889], 11).

A sinmple, yot alumost complete, eppllication of the idee is
found in the writings of John Hamlin Dewey, who styled himself a
Christian Theosophist (see John Hamlin Dewey, New Testament
%gg%;;;gm,New York: The J. H. Dewey Publishing Co., 1895)., New

estament Occultism is & plea for joir ing the teachlngs of ~
Josus with the occult knowledge of the East, neither of which 1s
comzleie without the other, Some of the ideas which we later
£4nd in Mr. Fillmore's exposition, The Twelve Powers of Man, are
gs follows (references are to New Testament Occultism): control
of the secret force of 1life by & direct act of the will (p. 9);
centrol of the forces of nature through appeel to tho intelligence
lodged in each thing (pp. 22 and 26); the 1dea that Jesus!
contrcl of life in all its plence is open to each of us (p. 27);
Jesus realized his supremacy in and over the flesh (p. 45); the
Few Testament miracles arc merely the working out of law tps 52)3
the spiritual omancipailion and illumination experienced and
taught by Jesus was the immediate result of an organic transform-
ation under the transmuting power of & spiritual chemistry--
thought (P« 75-77); Jasus, the living example and demonstration
of the possibilities in all men (pp. 87-88); the seven senses of
man (p. L0€); ihe three planes of consciousness (pp. 143 £e)3

the idea of a spilritual body within the physical (p. 150).

The entire idea of body control through the processes of
thoucht and ‘meditation is found in Yogiism, T.e Fillmores &are
aware of tais (See Coira Fillmore, Christ Enthroned ih Man, P. 2).
The early magazines show, as we have sugzested elsewhere, that
they were r:ading literature from the Eest, but most probably
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imagination, understanding, will, order, zeal, renunclation, and
1ife--to the particuler “ganzlion center" which each controls in
the body of man. Thls process renews and enlarges these btrains
go tkhat man cén conscleusly think through them to the renewlng
and revitelizing of all the cells of his body. Thus far man has
feiled to demonstrate etcrnzl life because he has nol known this
secret.l Jogus Christ's life experience, symbolically 1nterpreted,
now gives to the race a comilete understandinz of the tecinique.
Since Unity claims that its great gift to the world is
its practical epplicetion of the teachings of Jesus, through the
mediam of nan's twelve powers, to the refinement of the bedy, it

is only fair that Unity leaders should present their own procecs.

auch ideas cane to them through writers like Dewey. Lir, Dewey's
works were repuatecdly and favorubly gaoted (eez., see lodern
Thought, I June, 1889 , p. 15).

The idoa that man has twelve powers and thci these powers
were depicted by Jesus through his calling twelve disciples was
first presented in Unity by Amnnile Rix Nllitz, & Home of Truth
leader from Los #Angeles (See Thought, V Aug., 1893 , 18l1), Mrs,
uilitz was in clos. contact with fhe Unity fellowszuip until her
death in 1924. Mr, Fillmore's first published statement along
this line did not eppecr until 1501 (See Unity, XII May, 1901 ,
509).

1'I'he apostle Faul is a good illustration of man's failurs,

Mr., Fillmore writes: "Paul did not '"glorify God' in his body,
He saw the possibilities, as we today are aeeing then in our
study of metaphysics, but he did not allow the hrist-child, con-
ceived by the Holy Gnost in the mind, to go down to Eethlshem
(House of Eread--the psycho-physiologlcal substance center at the

1t of the stomsch), end be born in a manger among the animals.
gy reagson of this “atlure to form, thrcugh psycho-chemical pro-
cesses in the psychical, & new body on & higher plane of vibra-
tion, the Chriust~child was without a saitable instrument for
manifenting 'itself end Paul's corruptible body went the wey -of
all flesh.,® MA GQuestion Answered,™ Unity, VIII (Jan., 1€97), 12,
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So I give what they cell a "Condensed Exercise on the Twelve

Powers."1

The spiritual center in . « « 8splritual understanding,
behold yourself a new cresture open only to the good,
(Note: T:als covers pazes 119-125 1n the 1944 edition
cf Christ Enthroned in Han)-IIi
Ordinerily one does not try to take such an exerclse all at one
tims, buat holds to only one part of it addressing hims 1f to one

of the twelve body centers. The above exercise is a finel one

for those who have studied the book "Tihe Twelve Fowers of Man,"

While each men must achleve his own salvaticn, he is not
alone in the strupgle. Jesus companies with him throuzh His
words, They are rore powerful than any other worc man can use
in the process of body refinement., Especially 1s this true of
the name Jesus Christ itself,

The mightiest vibration is set up by the speaiking of the name
Jesus Christ., This is the name that 1s named "far above all
rule and authority,® the name above all nemes, nolding in 1it-
self all power in heaven anc in earth.2 It is the name that
has power to mold universal substance,
When the words of Jesus Christ are sown in the body centers, they
cleanse these centers of all material thoucht and awaken and
quicken them into newness of life.
Finally, throuzh faith in Christ as Lord--not the his-

torical Jesus bui the Christ consciousness in Jesus and in each

l5ore Fillmore, Christ Enthroned in Man, pp. 163 £. This
ie a book of inat.uctions, supplementary to Charles Fillmore's
The Twelve Povers of Man., MNrs., Fillmore says th:t her husband's
book Wundouglealy alioras the greatest key t o the logical and

rational ex.resgion of spiritual man that hecs ever been given to
the public,"

2Charles Fillmnore, Prosperity, p. 36.
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of us--we can attract to ourselves one or many of the stoms which
were originally in fhe body of Jesus., T ese body atoms, now ;
‘existin; in the fourth dimeﬁsion, are without number. These be-
cone food and drink for us, MThey form the nucleus of a regen-
erated body for the person appropriating them“l "thoever through
_feith in Christ draws to himself one of the life zerms beconmee
inocilated to that dezree with Jegus Christ quality."2 This is
tlie rcol meaning of the Lord's Supper, The Cathollc theory of
tr&nsubstantiations 1s true; but oily recently, as vie have come to
uncerstand the nature of metter, have we known that it wes not a
mirecle but the workins of the law of Being. In thls way the
gubstance and 1lite of Jesus "becomes®™ the ccrnecting link between
our body and the body of God, "4

This 18 "Practicel Christianity®=--not saivation through
physical death and the resurrectlion of the body--but a mental
resurrectlion of man fcilowed by & gradual refinexent of his body
throosh the epplication of crestlve thousghte and words, I we

co not de:onstrate such salvation in cur present bod;r,5 it is

lCherles Fillmora, ®All the Way," Unity, LXXXVI (Jan.,
1937), 4.

2Cnarles Fillmore, The Twelve Fowers of lian, p. 130G,

33ee "Holy Cormunion," Unity, LXXIV (¥ay, 1936), 6€.

41014,

S¢nile mr, Fillmore, as early as 1802, insisted that the

system ozght not to be evaluated cn the baels of his personal
s:ccess, yet he has repeatedly amncunced thst he has making ob-
servable chénges in his own body by this nmet-od:

1802: "I have some teeth that & superficial observer
night say needed attentlion, and I ar giving them attention from
a spiritual standpoint snd gettling good rcsults. They are hold-
inz their om and I aa on my way to the production of an entirely
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because we do not possess "unwavering belief" in its efficacy,
But we may be sure that our efforts have not been in vain. All
will be pres:rved and carried into “he next incarmation so that

we can start from where we are., "And wiccver accepts the Christ

new net, Unity, XVI (Jan., 19202), 37. "I havec spent several
years ia sIlen% willing, Jdenying and affivning, actually rebuilding
every ¢ ell in my orzanism from center to circunference." Unity,
XVII (hag., 1002), 69.

1503: After relasting how he had chanced the life current
azeinst ol¢ age, "Gradually I felt.a new life current ccming up
from the 1life Center, 1t was a8 faint little stream et first, and
montiis went by before I sot it to the surlace. lNow it ie growing
stronger by leaps and bounds, MMy cheeks have fllled cut, the
wrinkles anc 'erow feet! arc gone anc 1 actually feel 1like the
boy thet I am,® Unity, XVIII (Feb., 1903), 2.

1907 peaxinz of his right lcg which, tecause of a
childhooéd injury, was some shorter than his left: "Throudh spir-
itual realization the leg has gredually leangthened, until now it
is less than two inches short, and Atd shrunken muscles and flesh
perfectly whole, althouzh &8 men count time, I am over half a cen-
tury in t'is body." Unity, XXVII (Aug., 1907), 104,

1613;: "I can testify to & sradual renewal., 1 can feel
the new life coming through my nerves ln living streams of energy.
This energy I have lesrneld to direct to the various crisens of the
body, and tnrough deily practice of thought concentration I am
renewing both mind and body. My skin 1s getting j;ink &s in youth,
and niy grey hair is chanzinz at the roocts to its netural cclor.

I e satisfiec that I shal: overcoms the disintegraticn cf oy
orgenism and finally conquer death, « « « I have for the past
‘twenty-five years lived so constantly in thc thourht of perpetual
1ife thst I have no consclousness of less of force of body energy.
Unity, XXXIX (July, 1913), 6 f.

1824 hMy body 1s not disintegratinz. Why notf Because
I am believing in God's 1life in me; I am &ffirming thrt 1ife, 1
lcnow that 17 I follow Jesus Christ in this resvect I shell over-
come death. I kncw that it is incumbent uson me tc enter 1inte
r.elizatior. of the eternal 1life in the body and to teach the
worlé that 1t it possible to overcome the last enerr; death,"
Unityk LXI (Oct., 1924), 410,

1929: » answer to & question about his expectation of
life:. "Because I have emrhasized the eternal-life-in-the body
tesciiing of Jesus, tis quesilon is often &sked b~ Unlty reacers.
Somo of them seem to think thaet I em either 2 fanatic or a joker
if 1 take myself seriously in the hope thet I shall with Jesus
attcin eternal life in the body. But the fact is that I am seri-
ous about the matter anc am striving earnestly to follow Jesus
in the regeneration, which I am satisfied will res:lt in a trans-
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as life and substance, and conforms to righteous livinz as taught
by the Spirit of Truth, will finally sit with Jesus on the throne
of d-minion over disesse and death.”1 %hen a large encugh group
of the race heve attained the Curist pouerg they will usher in
“the new heaven . . . and the new earth,” Tie animal world will
be “ransformeG--"the wol.? and the lamb shall feed to;ether"--and
man shall be in that "ilace" with Christ which EHe has prepared
for him. Then, perha.s, "both the invisible and the visible

universes will be rolled up and disappeer and ornly lind remailn.":5

forniztion of my tody. I an r:rvowing my miné, and, at the same
time, workinz: out body iransformatlion,” Unlty, LiXI (Aug., 1929), 5.

To-day lr. Filluore is & quite interectin:, bumorous,
wiite-haired men, sumc eizhty-four years joun:i. lils right le; is
mich shorter than his lcft. He wears a higher hecl on his right
shoe and walks with a decided hitch, VWhen in discussion, his
nmind is likely to wender frowm the polnt at issue., To a super-
ficiz) ovserver, his teeth shou dental work, certainly not of
the "spirit-substance” kind. In 1935 he ceased his work as a
regular weekly prexcher before the local Unity Society. He is
now almost retired from the business of Unity School, coming
from his country home to thio headquarte:s only one or two after-
nocns each weell,

1C'narles Fillnmore, Tue Twelve Powers of Man, p. 118.

21rid., pp. 68-69

3Charles ?311Xmore, Prosparity, pPe. S




