CEHAPTER V
THE PROBELX:: OF EKOWLEDGE

Ti:e Test of Truth

Tiicre are tiiree elements in Unity's theory of knowledge:
tii neture of God, ti.c psveholosy of mer:, ana the use of lozic.

First, Unity is a moteplysicel idealism, God is Hind ¥ind hLas
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evolved itecl

o

into a world of formas, end one of tlhes

forms 1is
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man-liind coo CONSC LOUSNESS,

lian ii & phase c¢i Ged=-hind, and his mind must act like Gode
kllind. ’

In Truth there ic hut one ¥ind , o , man excrececs lind in a

-

God 1s supreuc Inowinge®

=€ second eleent in Mr, Fillmoro's theor; is his idea
of ¢l 2Eyeldlosy of ==m. rsychologlecally, men is nind in three
és;ects--sup;rconsciuts, conscious, and subconscicus, Conseious—
ness,; the coriter of Bid trinity, 1s men's awarcness of himself;
it is thet "phasc of mowin by wilch we take cognizance of our
existence and our relution to what we call environment,."? fThe
subconsclousncss is ti.c memory of man--the unity of =11 past
thinking, both of tilis end previous incarmations, and the direct-
in_ ggent in a2ll boiily rolations. It has no crcative ablillity
but carries cut automatically the habits one has trained into

hincell throuh the consclous minds® The superconscious mind

lonarles Filluorc, Christimn Healing (14th ed.; Kanses
City:s Unity Schocl of Christ anity, €ls Pe 18,
Ibid., pe 90.

STEId., p. 104,

onsclousacss,” Metaphysical Bible Dictionary, pe 155,

5nr. Fillmore says: There is & subconsciousness thet
carrles on digestion, aessimilation, eirculetion, respiration,
elimination and the like, We should not be in possession of an
Orfgéism having the various movements of mind unless at some = |
;Zu;om our experience we had established them,® Charles .

re, Mysteries of Genesis, p, 77, L. : il
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is located at the top of the head and is the organ of communion
with God v
Tiie superconscicus mind, Christ consciousness, or spiritual
consciousness 1s a state of conscilousness, that is besed
upon true ideas, upon an understanding end realization of
spiritunl Truth,t
Christ is the only bezotten Son of Ged, or tiic one complete

lace of perfect man in Divine Mind, This Chirist, or perfect
man-idea existin: ecternally in Divine lind, 4s tlie true,

-...A\-A’ =

spirituacl, nigher scli of every individual,©

Man hes a mind cclled the Logd, transcending both the cone-
scious and the subconscious,v -

The superconsc.ousncss in man, that 2, e b rl st o
Lord, 1s the second element of the "Divine trinlty"--mind, 1dee,
expression, Now the rnroblem of attaining real knowlcdge is that
of direct adjustment of the conscious mind to tkhe Ch-4st mnind,
The conscious mind looks in two directions: it looks cusward
throush the five senses to other forms; it looks inwerd and up-
ward throuch what kr, Fillwuore calls the sizth and seventh

senses-~"thousht" anc "intuitive percertion,” Tic thini=r—- sense
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involves men's ability to create forms or call God-idcas into
manifestation through words, The intuwltive sensc, "located bacl:
of the reart at the soler plexus,” 1s thet quality of conscious-
ness by which we irmediately epprehend Truth., Stated in psy=-
cholozicel tcras, superconsciousness is “Supreze Knowinz"; con-

8clousness turned upward 1s "Understanding," The procoss of

l"Consciousncss," Hetaphysical Bitle Dictionary, pe 155,

2hChrist,” 1bid., pe 150,
5Charlea Flllnoro, Christian IHsslin-~, p. 50,
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galning Truth, then, is man's realization of his true nature as a
"Son of God," No outward experience is nscessar; to such lmow-
in3; one needs only to affira sne's birthri :t:

Hever sar, "I don't know"; "I can't undorstand,” Clain
your Christ understanding at all times, anu: declare: "I am
not unier any spcll of humen iznorance. I em one with In-
finite Understanding." The accumulation of ignorance gathe
ered throu Ii essociniion with Zznorant minds cer be dispelled
by the Word, You may know by 8imply holdin; that you know,
This 18 not & otiza, bub spiritual Towin . i7:cii you deeclare
divine underctanding, you sometimes meet your old line of
thicu :t and are d!saspointed. RizLG tl:en contlnue to hold
for knowinz. Judse not by appearances. Do not act until you
oot the essurence; if you keep in tie Spiivii by aflirnation,
the assurance will come, ¥%1ll it come by voice? HNo! you
w.1l lrow throu l the faeult:; of intultion., ivioe frmowlng
is direct fusion of mind of God with mind of man.

So the truc source of knowledse is thc "Spirit of Truth"
within every man., Consciousness has blinded man somowhat to tris
Splrit by turning outward through the five physical senses tnto
the world of experience, Tils explains why man is not nsturelly
conscious of the Divine Fresence to-day, He has built up & sense-
vorlG, a world of things, which, so long as he trusts 1it, keeps
him apert froam his birthright to "Absolute knowledze,” "To ar-
rive at Truth we must find the opposite of what the senses re-
veal."2 Erpnest C, Wilson, applyings the words of Shelley, says:
"Consciousness , o o

"Like & dome of meny-colored rlacs

Stalipe thc white radiance of etornity "

P. 106-107,

Py

Ycharies Filliere, Christicen Healin;,'p

Zcharles Fillmore, "Self Training," Unity, VII (July,
1896), 161,

SErnest Co %wilson, The Sunlit VWay (Kansac City: TUnity

School of Christianity, 1925), p. 22.




Recovery fron this condition of blindness and return to
pure knowled-e requircs effort,.and cometines is reacred only by
stazes throu~h Arcams and visions, The consciousness of man may
be 80 illcd witr error-tlhoucktc that the Divine if4nd cannot at

first find enirance to 1t durin- mants weilng moments ¥r,

Fillmore recalls trat ris e
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t experiences of Seinding Truth
game In thls vay.l vl.er msesases coiie throwgl: dreanc it may be
necessery for tre onc reeelving thex to szcl ouk en interpreter
more advenced in Trutl; or, es in theo case of Joce:l, one may be
£5 necr the Patrer's louse tiat Cod himself will slow kim the
dreazs, 14 fellows, alsc, that the ciieck or test of mmowledge
nust necessarily be individuel, Ho objective sterdards can be
get up, and we slould rnot subzit our will to ancthker,

But Mr., Filimore ¥ould not asree thet tlis opens the door
‘to intellectual anarchy, If one 1s in fyuth, Le will trust the

1oziciof g aa. tvderts ust leern to fsllow Truthr to its ulti-

l.h

poie implication regardless of ecening inconsistencics, "If ap-
Pt Tances are ous of hariony with Jour mental premise, do not let
thoz unseat wour lo;ic."g for ezample, the stetement, "God is
cood; God is all,” dertes tliat there is or can ve any rcal evil,
Trerefore, one must not let any appecarance of ¢vil causc hinm to

vaver from this affir:tion in thought, word, or dcod,

lo

.

Ihids 1s not bling bellef; it is an acquiescence in the
superconsciousnese of tie logic of Beirg, Tre Superconscicus=-
ness is man's onl- sure gulde in the maces of tre creative
processe, By trustin: to the infallibility of trise gulde, nmen

. lSeé Trougkt, V (Feb,, 16894), 454,
2Charles Fillmore, Christian Heall By s 8,
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ntiltive experience of The oncness of mon wit: Beins, dellibe

rotely effiried, and follovied by men to its lo icel conelusion

the thoory ol krowled;ec keld by Unity,

Application of the Tect of Truth to Its Sources

Wie consider nov how Unity's theory of lmowled:e causos
it to react toward its sources. Christlian Scicncs, Uindudisn,
end Theosophy have 8o much in common with Unltry in this resnect
that we need not deal with them. Ve must lool: at Unity's attitude
toverd science and the Scripture,

Mr. Fillmore has assumed a dual attitude toward science;
on tihie ono slde, as has been sug;estod, he has dcveloned 2 scien-
tific nomenclature by which he has sought to sive hic systenm
intellectual standing and has essured his readers thot TUnity is
the réal synthesls between religlo:n and science:

%hen Christlens understend the scionce of ihin'zin-g, the

povier cf tlhought to monifest itself, end how the manifesta-
tion of thought is eccomzlished, they will no lornger fear

nelcricl sclence; w. cn matcorial scientists have fathomed the
real nature of the living force that they discern cs ever
active in ell of nctuyre's siructures, they will have more
respect for religion,”
-On the other hand, iir, Fillrore's theoory of the Absolute and of
knowled;e as intultive witl out the need of exporicnce toether
with his theory of ovil as veln; e darkening of intellectual per-
Ception makes him a gevere critic of the scientific metnod, KRHe
Bays that 1t is foolis!: to try to store up knowledge, that intel=-

lectual people often mele & burden out of lite because they try

e

icharles Fillmore, Christian Healinz, pe. B,
pp1d., pe 28
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to accumulate more knowledze than they can apply.,® He also aué-
guests that intellectual or scientific standerds a-e "corstently
srifting oplinlions" and adds thct the sclence tlict is founded
upon Spirit 1s the "only rcal sclence."® uhy chould ome strmigsle
through the maze of modern sclentific educat:on when he bes in

hiz "that which, when openod, will rlace

e
————i

rJl

n direcct ecortact

e

witii universal mowledze and eneble hin instantly ani continuously
to draw forth enythin he may wish to know?"® Purtiemmore, it is
out of sense-perception, which gives the basic zateriel that
scicnce seclis to orgaanize into xnewledge, tket tiic ills of man-
kind have come-=dlscord, limitgtlon, disease, decth, Vie shall
see how antagonistic to science Unity 1s when we ccnsider the ap-
pliceation of its theory of Inowledge to the proble:x of disease,
Finally, how does Unity handle tr.e Biblc, wiiich has been
the authority for Christians for so many centuries? Mr, Fillmore
ecmits thet Scripture may be a j;ood guide for those who have not
cone into e realization of Truth;.but one wio hes the "Spirit of
Truth" has the substance of whiclk the Bible is only the chadow,
Scripture may be a satisfactor:; authority for those who are
rot themselves in direct communion with the Lord, but we
shoould remember that we heve gone decper into practical meta-
physjcs then the people that lived when the Bible was write
ten, =
The Bible 1s one of neny sescred books, all of vhich are to be

treated with: reverence, for they aro the "recoris of men &s to

what thelr experierces have been in comnuning witl: the omnipresent

P

Lcharies Fillmore, Christian Healinz, p. 7,

21b1d., p. 9, SIvid., p. 91

4.!!'1

Correspondence,” Unity, VII (Oct,, 1896), 400,
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God."1 But these records are only corroborative ana soaetines
convein grievous errors, kr, FPillmore uas been especially eritie
cal ol thic Apostle Favl, iiec feels thnas Paul lLaos lozded "old be-

liels," especiully tlhc blood sacrificos of tlc ilebrew falth, upon
ti:e teachin.s of Jesus. Iic once sald: IMIf Favl haod !oiown how

R T S SR LA oy Ay, R T T L P B2 o > ) &
CODULILLONE &r¢ ImEU6 TLrsil). thiniZn s ang speaidin::

Iy wre rillwore does mot judze laul on the basis
of intultive lmovuled,s “ut savys Le imows Faul in tlc Zlesh and
hos Mds word for it,

Puring the eerly jyeers of his novenent kr, Filloore
would nave little to de witih the Bible; but, ac e werled out
ti:ings in the Absoluto, hie finzlly discovered tihut iz experiences
wore veing "corroborcted in o wonderful way in bhc Hobrew'Scrip-
né
L ]

turcs Tizis led to & more definite study of thex and finally

£

to tlc issuance of u lar;c lietapliysical Bible Dictionar;, the

mect ambitious publicdtion atcempt of Unity Scliocl, The signifi-
cant thing about 1t is its netiod of interpretation., It assumes
tiict the historicel side of the Bible is e mere sliell in wkich
en inuer mecning is lidden and cen be discovered onl: by tkrose

V..o are alrecady attwicd to the Spirit of Trutlh,

Lorarics Fillmorc, Tre Twelve Powers of Men (Fansss Citys
Unity School of Christianity, 19530), p. 114,

Engorres ondence," Unity, VII (Oct,, 1856), 400.
Ibid, See alsc Unity, VIII (Jan,, 1897), 76, Mr, Fille
morc reported that at tiet TIme Paul was & "plair Americen citi-

Een,"” He did not reslize his previous incarnations wunt.i he was
thirty-eigkt yeers of e-c,

‘4charles Fillmore, Christian Healing, pe 69,




The Bible end the prophets can be understood only by those

wiho arrive mentelly at the placce wliere the uriters were when
they gave forth their messages. It requires thec seme inspirs
ation to reac the Scriptures tiat it reguired to write tpea.l

'.

Thc met:.od of interpretation is not new.e The Pillzorcs in this

s
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respect btelong in the liaccye of Urigen, Swedenbor_, an
Eddy. To tiicse the allejoricel clharacter of the Bivle was of

primary importance, Scripturel terms lave "ot an ocuter and

inner sicn.ficevce,” Tre i:lstoriegl ic e ve:l w.._ci must be
1ifted in order to discove: the inler, esoteric, spirituel sig-

Pal

nificance, This is thke metlod of Unity:

Tho histor; of tlie Hebrew race fro- Adal to Jesus is &
symbolical picturoc of the development of orne man's character,
veiled undecr nmany personclitices, and thet man 1ls cvery nan
who 1= followinc Christe The jJourneys of the children of
Isracl ere but tic 1ourngyu of mon's thoujhwts in his cone

sciousness, Every ie, plece, and circimastance neferq to
scao ccndition of spirit, soul or body Thc sr.irit 1s the
recln of 1uealg, tke soul tks rea lm.of thoushts, and the body
thie reaina of forms,

In studyinr this zreet arcanum of Trut:: we should remem-
ber thet it encompassss the wixelo of man and hecc 1t is a
wWoIiz on h#s*olo;", metanhysics and trarnscendentalisn, Lvery
churacicer is the reprecinictive ol some Divino Ideec operating
on one of thes. th;ce planes. For Instencc, ficces represents,
in tihoe uﬁir**wal, I:c Perceoption of the Law; in tiic physical,
the Record of the Lew. Asron rowrcsents, s;iritﬁally, the
Idoa ol Strenztu; rmentelly, thie Wonl of Strengti:; and physi-
celly, Strengtii in Action. So witl: all the clec ¢cters and
incidensse=thcy have a trinity of cction, Vien this 1s un-
derctood, all secning inconsistencies in in tcrnrotatio“ will
dlsapncar.
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Tuis is Unity's etiewy v te unite thie mctaphysical, mysticel Eeost
and the practicel, ethical iviests Xr. Fillomore' thcory of Cod

as the Absolute erd knowledse es intuitive has roesulted in giving
the VWosst only the gtetuc of & handmeid, both as to science and

religion,
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Cnarles Fillmore, "The Seriptures,” Unity, VII (July,
18082), 18,




