CHAPTER IV~
URITY BICOMSS A SECT

Unity School of Christienity announces itself an ®"inde-
pendent educationnl institution, tcaching the use of the Jesus
Christ doctrine in everydey 1ife,"l It has rrom the bezinning
rcpudleted every sug_estlion that it was forming a new sect or'
denomination. "Its purpose is not to found a new church or sect,
but to help men and women of every churcli, and also those who
rave no church effilistions to use the eternel Truth of God,"t
One of tho charges it leveled at Christian Sclence, as presented
by Mrs., Eddy, was its ;olicy of exclusiveness:

Many workers alon; the line of Truth seem to think it
necessary to tear down orthodox Christlanity in order to
build up Christian Science, and that Christion Science is to
establish a new sect, witl: the usual worldly appurtenances,
We do not take this view of 1it, We thigk it 1s the little
leaven that will leaven the whole mass,

Eence, Unity has claimed that 1t could do its work irn and throush
the churches without establishing a'competin; orzenization, 1s
thie clalm substantiated by the history of the Unity movement?
¥liat has been its expressed attitude toward the orsanized church?
VWihat trends are apparent in its growthepattern?

First, Unity's attitude tov..:d the organized church has
not been that of friendly co-operation but rather'of criticism,
Ips avowed purposc, according to the first editérial in Modern

Thou~ht, was to free the human mind from creeds, which it de-

. scribed as “vampires that sucked the blood of spiritusl pro-

luThe Purpose of Unity," Unity, XC (May, 1939), 86.
2Modern Thouzht, I (Feb., 1890), 8 (edltorial)s
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gress."l ¥hile refusin; to edvise eny student to break with kis
local congregation, 1t hac unhesitetinsly sus ested that he in-
troduce the Unity viewpoint into his church at every opportunity
regardless of conscquences. Tie Tfollowin; reply to an inquirer
is a falr statement of their positior inr tiis respect throughout
the fifty ycars of their history:
We judge from your letter that the Truth as it is in
Christ is what you want to teacl:, and we would say to you )
that the place to bezin is just where you arc. Spcak the
Truth fearlessly and let God take care of the rssults, You
have nothing to do with consequences, Your part 1s to obey,
If 1t splits the church, well and good; for all the old creeds
and dogmas and foras and ceremonies that have been bullt up
in the name ol Christianity, during the past a:es of ignorance,

must be brokenedown and swept entirely awey, thet Christ may
be all in all,

This assumption that the orgaﬁized Christian Churci: had lgnorantly
betrayed Christ both in 1ts thought and ritusl was glven practie-
cal expression by tke Fillmores at the bezinning of their minis-
try. As soon as they d secured a sufficient following, they
organized them into a worshippin; group with services at the same
tine as those of the churches in the community., A Sunday school
soon followed, They thus made it impractical for thelr disciples
to continue in the worship 1ife of their local oongregations.:
‘hen the Unity Soclety of Practical Christianity was incorporated

in 1903, provision was made not only for the continuance of wOor=

" 8hip but for the development of an ordained ministry, Such action

8eems hardly consistent with their published determlnation not

[——
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1see "Modern Thought," Modern Thoutht, I (April, 1883), 8.
2Unity, XXXIX (Oct., 1913), 342.
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to establish anoth:r organization,

Secondly, Unity 1in 1820 began to develop a thought=-pattern
of excluslveness, which has resclted in the nineteen hundred thir-
ties in &n organization more absolute than 1s found in most Pro-
testant denominatlons. Tre Fillmores took the first stepr when

they chanjed the neme cf thelr megezine to Christian Science

Thoucht. At that tlnme they broke with thelr original purpose to
csteblish an "independent rel_gilous journals. « « « liberal enough
in i1ts ideas to embrace the good in all 8ects."1 In announcing
the change Hr, Flllrmore seid: "As a consistent Christian Science
journel we shall necessarily confline ourselves to the eseentlal
methods of thot school."® Tris pollcy of exclusion was carried
further when they announced that they would puit:lisi~ only such
artlcles as dealt witn "Pure Mind Healing," and eliminated by
neme all writings in "magnetism, hypnotienm, mesmerism, psycho-
metry, pelnistry and astrolosye "™

The Fillmores! desire to be inclusive was expressed during
these early years by treir co-operation witkh those groups which
finally estallished tie New Thought Alliance, But, when Unity
withdrew from that orzanizetion in 1906, Mr, Fillmore definitely
served notice of & competitive movement.? The first buildin; of

Unity Socliety had just been dedicated, and the time seeued pro-

lagyur Mission,” Modern Thousht, I (April, 1883), 10,

2nyhere Vie How Stand," Modern Thousht, I (Jan., 1890), 8.

Sunity, VIII (May, 1897), 393 (editorial),

4see p. 37.
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tious for leadership. The first "Unity Annual Assembly of Prac-
cal Christiens™ was called in the summer of 1807, The attempt
s not a success, and no further move was made by the Fillmores
atii 1922, Unity's first epproach to e creed was mede in 1913
1 a stetement entitled "What Is Practical Christianity.'l How-
ver, no suggestion wes made thet this statement should become
he basis of en organization, |

The pattern of a sectarien organization was fixed on
nity in 1218 when 1t esteblished a Field Department to develop
ontact and understanding with the various Unity Centers.2 Ee-
ore this time a Center was completely irdependent but might re-
uest Unlty of Kansas City to send & lecturer for some speclal
iervice, Henceforth, Unity School was to develop a growp of lec-
.urers whose task was to keep contact with the Centers, maeking
jugiestions botk as to organization and teaching. Consonant with
this; in the followlng year, & swmer school was set up for in-
tensive training of Center leaders. These were called to EKansas
City, where they might have direct contact with the fonders and
come 1nto & more definite understanding of the movement, Althouzh
as yet Unity School assumed no jurisdiction over the Centers, Hr,

Pillmore announced in 1922 that the Centers usually followed whiat

the School advocated.3

lseo Unlty, XXXIX (July, 1913), 1.
Cuconter” is Unity's name for a local church groupe.

3506 Mihy Unity Withdrew from the I. F. T. A.," Unity,
LVII (July, 1922), pe 53e .
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Unity School published its first "Statement of Faith" in
1921, Some doubt wes expressed as to the wisdom of this move,
not lest it bind the followers, but lest 1t restrict the growth
of the leaders, Therefore, the statemont was accompanied by a
notice that it might be changed at ahy time, but Mr, Fillmore
assured his recaders that changes would not be radical. This
document, with minor changes, has become Unit 's official "State-
ment of Feith" and is given &s printed in 1938:

1. Ve belleve in God, the one and only omnipotent, ommis-
cient1 and . o o in the nams of Jesus Christ,
Amenl

This theolozical statement came at the time Unity was
esldn: the International Rew Thoﬁght Alllence to recognize the
Jesus Christ standerd of 1living. Vhen Unity precipitetely with-
drew from the Allisnce the following year, the Fillmores felt
that their organization was strong enoush to establish itself on
a national basis, In 1823 the "Annual Unity Conference and Heal-
ing Revival' was started, with delegates comin- from thirty
states., Tids was substituted for thelr sumer school, wiich had
been orcanized a few years before,

When Unity School ennounced 1ts second conference, 1924,
¥r, Fillmore stated tket a feature of the conference would be the
ordination of all Unity leaders who had received diplomas from
Unity School and that FURITY CLURCH UNIVLRSAL"™ would be organ-
1zed. Let Kr. Fillmore explain how this could be co=-ordinated
with the idea of not belng a secti |

lonityts Statement of Falth (Kansas Citys Unity School

of Christlanity, 1939).




The time is ripe for the expression in the world of the
church of Christ, which has always been recognized as exist-
in; etcrnally in the heevens or realn of spiritual ideals.
Unity peorle thc world over are askin: for a clos.r relation
and a more definite fellowship with the foundation church.
To meet tl:is need i1t has been declded to form a Unity Church
Universal for the Unlty people everywhere,

The sebtting up of ti:ts church of Christ 1n the earth will
not mean the organizing of enother sect, but & universel rec-
ocnition of the tyuc Christian principles o 21l sects. It
will preetly strengthen the foith, understendins, and spir—
1tuel power of 1ts morbers by meling vislble and active th
fellowship they feel in Spirit.

Ti-¢ Protestant Christian ghurches arc agiteting & church
union, but they have 80 far been unable to agrcd 88 to the
baeis of the combinotion. The forms and ceremonies in which
spiritual truths are tau;ht and symboliged are barricrs to &
greet chureh coclition, Hence there 1s need of a church or-
panizat_on that can interpret and demorstrate the spiritual
realities back of the church symbols. All Christians could
join suclh & church vithout brealding their rresent religious
affiliations. Unty in Spirit end prectice is the ideal
Christlan Churclh Univereal, end it offers to reorle everye
whore o spirituel church membershin in wiich Chriet will
denonstrete his power tc save his people here and now from
the ills of miné, body and affalrs,

Members of Unity Churcl Universal wlll be prepared to
show thet the Bible teaches both involution and evolution
from Genecls to Reveletion, thus unifying the fundanentalists
and tne modernists of the churche

The two greet rites of the church of Christ are baptism
anc holy communion, OT tre LoiG's Supper. These rites have
rot, heretofore, been administered without tre eid of materiel
symbols; Unity 1s a ploneer in formmlatin: into substence and
1ife the flesh and blood of Christ. Ve proclein that the
body of Charist is & real substence that can be hendled by the
mind, whickh will quicken and purify the 1life gstrean of one
who has felth in it.

Hemberalip in Unity Church: Universel will be based upon
spiritual understandin . Applica 1on blenks will be sent to
all who desirs to beconme nembers.

ty Church Unlversal was organized June 22, 1324, Several hun-
drel percons received spiritual beptisn, No mention is nade of
1t, however, after Septc.ibeT, 1024, Mr, Charles Fillmorc DOW
sugzests that he quickly ceme to himself and realized tbat‘the

world was not preparec as yet for such & move and to have gone

lcparles Pillmore, "Unity Church Universal," DUnity, IX
~ {May, 1924), 438.




- on would have made Unity into another sect,t

Unity School was now at the crest of her popularity, The
third arnual Unity conference announced an attencdencc of twelve
hundred with delezates from Enzland, France, Canada, Yew Zealaend,
and the Prilippine Islends. Increcased effort wac made to stend-
erdize the Centers. Ville still emphasizing that loccl Unitﬁ
Centers were independent unlts, Center Leaders wcre informed that
they should not try to tcach others until the hed succecsfully
comrleted "Unity Corrospondcncé Course®™ and the "Covrse in Meth-
ods and Ideals™ for conducting Centers. Thic was stronsly ex-
pressed by 19314

Unity feels thet more honcsty is required in a spiritual
ministry than in any other department of human cctivity, and
thercfore it canr-t accept as sincere eny atiempt tc use the
nasc "Unity," or the name of any other school or organiza-
tion, without at least & definite attempt to uphold 1n every
rospect all the ideals for which the neme stancs,

In entorins upon & spirituel ministry, the Center leaders
assunc & responsibility that includes not only tre spiritual
welfaprc of thelr students, but likewise their mentel, moral,
physiccl, end finenclal welfarc. Thereforc, the grcetest de-
greec of conscierntious endeavor should be exerc sed., Before
any individunl teecher attempts to establish rimself in a
spiritual ministry, especlally if thet ministry involves the
supporting of the ldeals of sone definite institution, he
should set about svstemstlic preparation for an adequate ser-
vice %ccordin; to the principles that he professes to repre-
sente

Unity Sclhool, howecvor, did not stop witl: o more edrmonl-
ticn., Tris yeer saw tlc changins of the annusl. summer conference

ints a "Trainins School,® wiich was organiced on a four-term basis,

litatement by Charles Fillmore, personal interview,
2upie1d Department Notes," Weekly Unity, XXIIT (Octs 17,

1931), 6.
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s8ix woeks to a term, runnin; from Hey to October., Leaders of
Centers were expected to sttend at lcast part timec, Ther, in
1935, "Unity Annual Confercnce" was established, Tre Constitu-

tion of "Unlty Annuzl Confererce® reveals the tec!rlque that

Unity School of Christiority now uses to conpletel;y control its
once independent local Centers, I quote 1ts more izrortent ar-

ticlesy

Lrticle 3. MILLIRSIIF, -The Lexbershinr of Unity Annual
Conferonce shall consis:t of recognized Unity center leaders
and ninisters wic arc woridng in co-opecratior wit! the Field
Department of Unity School of Christienity, X.C., lMc., After
tlc close of the 123:& Conference, new apclicents can be ac-
cepted for memberstiy only if they lLmve been ordaincd by
Un.ty Sckool of Chrlstienity or if trelr ordiration has been
epproved by the Fleld Department and the Unity Treining
School Board, O0Officicls of Unity School of Ci:risticenity who
have not bcen ordained may be elected by the IZxccutive Board
to honorary membershiy in the Conference, Arpliicationr for
membdership must be filed with the Board of Directors and ap=-
proved by nine menbers of tre Board. Hezberzhiy shall be for
one year only. All memberskips shall expire at the close of
the Annual Confecrence unless renewed previorsg to that date,

Article 4, EXECUTIVE BOARD, Tre Executivce Boerd shrall
conslist cf twelve meumbers, ministerz of recosnlzed Tnity
centers,

Article 8, BYLAUS, All bylevs end resilations for the
goverment of themselves end the Annuz) Conference shz2ll be
formuleted by the Executive Boord,

Article 6., A recognized Unity center shall have as its
heed an accredited member of tric Confererce and slall teech
thie principles of prectical Christianity, usin~ the textbooks
and literature published by Unity School of Christianity, 917
iracy Avenue, Kansas City, Missourl, and followins the course
of teaching es prescribed by that School,

Article 7 In order to be accepted as e recognized Unity
center, a ocenter shall eliminate all textboois and teachings
that do not conform to the Christ standard as recognized by
the Unity School of Christianity,

Article 8, All centers shall make reguler annual reports
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to the Field Department, on foras suprlied by the Field De-
partzent, and coples of ell ennouncements end printed matter

- ad

malled out by tre local centers shell be metled to the office
of the Field Depeartumsnt,

Article ¢, Ordination of Unlty leaders and ninisters
shall be performed bty tke Unity Scliocl of Christienity, K. C.,
o, or approved by thic Field Department and trc Unity Trein-
ing Scl.ool Board,

Article 10, Tiic qualifications of a canlidate for ordina-
tion sl:all consist of the complction of the Corres;-ondence
School Course and the Methods and Ideals Course, and two months
ettendance at the Unitiy Training Schiool (eizht credits over a
periol of two jycarc.), end et lscst one vear's independent
center ministry that satisfies Unity School and thre Unity An-
nual Conference Lzccutlve DBoarli that the cend’datals teaching
and ethics are of tiic Christ standard.

Article 11, Liconscd Unity teuchers are r=quired to be
actively engaged in fulfillin: prescribed preparation and
nucst have a good record in their present field worl, They
are autnorized teachers but not ordaired, Licensed Tnity
tercners ere privilezed tc have thelr famcs listed in tke
C. A, C. Yearboolr ac a separatc -rouz.

Tre organization of Un’ty Annupl Conference resulted in
somc reduction In the nunber of Unity Centcrs throushout the
world, There arc at proc.nt eighty-nine "recosmized Utnity Cen=-

ters”

including thrse in Cenads, two in En-land, ernd one in Eawali,
There aze ons hundred ané five ordeined miristers in the Confer—
ence, of whem eighty are wcnen'and tventy-five ero men, There are
also sixty-two licensed itcucherc training for ordinaﬁion; fifty-
five of tiesc ere woue:n anl seven arc nen.,
The most difficult problen tkre Lxecutlive Board of the

Conference has faced in its five vyecre' history hes been that of
granting credit for courses taken in the verious Centers, 38ince

these, bein; subjoct to the direction of Unity School's Fleld

[r——

1

Unity Annual Confererce Yearbool (Kansas City: Unity
School of stianity, )y PPe =V,
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Departacnt, can use only Unity literature and nmust roet Unity's
stendards, many thought that credit should be allowed by Unity
School. Nevertheless, 1t was finally decided that sucli courses
were only preparatory to Unity's Trainin B School end Corres;énd;
ence study.l And local Centers werc told ti.at tuey had no eu-
thority to stert & separate m.nistry, One wonders if lirs, Bddy's
spisit does nol sometimes arise to chide iir. Fill-orc concerning

Fis criticel erticle i:: 1885--"Truth Bows at Ho Human Shrine,"

Swzna

Unity School of Christlerity must now be clessed as &
Christian sect, not yet comc to have denomlinationcl staths.g It
oricinated as & critic of thic established church
doctrine and rituel, encé has continued to express the attitude
of dissent, For the most part it does not seek to co-opercte with
the religious federzcticns of the cermunities 1n whici 1t operates
and is not invited to membership in such organizations, As &an
institution it has developed 21l the functions that belonc to
the organized churche It hes a dietinet history, wkhich 1t 1s

now recosn.zin, as 1t is celebrating its fiftieth anniversarys.

1lp14., p. 35.

2Robert ©£. Ferz and brnest W, Burgess, Introduction to
the Sclience of Sociolo~y (2rd ed,; Crica o: The Univercity of
Chica,o FreBs, 1924), ppe 872 £, These authors deiine a sect as
& "peligsious organization that is at war with the existing morese”
They make a clear distinction between a sect and a dernomination
on the basis of attitude. A sect tends to become a denomination
when it becomes tolerant of rival organizations and is tolerated
by them,
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Since the ﬁqud ¥ar 1t has developed and published its own creed,
and since 1533 it hos required all its minieters end local Cen-
Lers to conform to that theologys It now ligs & fovernment more
centralized and eutocrctic then found In nmost Prctestant denomi-
neticns. Cnly Unlty llvorcture can be used end sold at its veri-
ouvs Centcers, s minisfcr: :0ld their status in tic orgerigation
for but one yezcr et o time. They are rsquired to mliic an énnual
rcyort dlrect to Urnity Cciool of Christienity end to furnish it
coplcc of 2ll pro_ranc anl putlicity, They cen Invite no onc to
cshare trelr pulpit witlout the erprovel of the Field Dopartment
ol Unity Sczool of Chrictionity, Unity Amnunl Conforence, through
its kxecutive Board, functions ac & jJudicial body such as the
churcl. courts in Frotestant denominations,

‘ Unit7y hes developed e systen of worsi:dly includin; both
church and Sunday schocl, It suprlies its own Sunde;r school lit-
erature and for many vear: hac putlished & Unity hymnel, The
sacrazments of baptism and the Lord's Supper are cbscrved at Unity
Centers, the former with e symbolisa significent only to 1ts own
adherents, Unity School, unlike e school but ver; lilke a chgrch,
kas developed a complete system of prepegende. It has originated
and publishes to-dey siz such mazezines. About fort:” percent of
each issue of thesc perlodicals is mailed to non-subscribers.
Since 1915 1t has kept a.stron; staff of lecturer: in the Fleld,
Its publishing department is printin; several books a year., Every
Conter is an officiaml distridbutcr of books, mazezines, and pane
rhlets, "Silent-70" sends free magazines into twelve hundred

libreries scattered over the entire world and into :zvery elee=-

.mosynary and penal institution where it can find entrence. One
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Center is ce.ried in Un_t"'° dirccﬁory ag "Ghrist Churel:," Los
Angeles, and come of uhC Contcr leaders believe tlct the Centen
should seek menmbersidp in the local churcl federations,

Unity Schicsl oI Christilarnlity publislics no officiel record
of the number cf 1ts cdierents. Such statistics as it ras re-
leased from tine to ti:c have been part of its or col for funds
ent do not slven an accuratc picturc of itc irnfluernce in the re-
ligious 1ifle ol to-=dgcye V.c have airead: noted treot tlic Pleld
vepartzent uircets eijhity-ninc Centers or churches with & serving
grouws o one hundred sixty~soven, including beth ordalned minis-

ters ana lice:

[~

ciatc., The orisinel Center, Unity Society of Prace

—

tical Christienity 4in Kansco City, reportc en evera-e pttandance

of six hundred at its Bunday =mectings in 1958.l South Side Tnity
Center in Kansas City hac a muclh smaller attendance, The two
orouss unite eacl: year in o kighly advertised Lzstel service,

Trhere werc approximately 2,300 et thl:z gservice in 1032, Three
oti.err Unity Centerc; located at Detroit, Los An-cles, and New
Yoriz; have attained considcrable size, Tii¢ everasc Sunia: atten-
dance at all Unlty Contcre during 1vd3 wes 16, 930. If ths retio
of attendance to mexmUsrclip in Unity is coxmparabls to thot gen~
¢rally found 1r Protcstant groups, Unitylz adrerents number ap-
proximately fifty thousand.

Unity's influence, low.ver, 1s much wider than the above

+

l1statement by Louls E. Meyer, Linister of Unity Soclety,
pPersonal interview,

BStatement by Celia C, Ayres, Director cf FPield Departe
ment of Unity School of Christianity, personal interview,

e o e T
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figures indicete, An enelysis of the increasc in the number of
subsdriptions to Unity's various magazines during the past twenty
yeers glves a betcer undgrstanding of 1tE plece in the religious
lif'e of the period, The following tuble cives Gl Lverage number
of eacn issuc of Unit:'s magazines for the Jears 1Yl3, 1923, ang

128C;

liagazlne 19198 1028P 1935¢
Unity 47,500 148,642 06,000
Lecily Lnity 27,600 165,000 170,000
Unity Daily VoraS ceeees 144,360 162,009
Viee Wisdon 4,000 62,605 154,000
Good Business® seoece 25,7564 17,500
Fro.:resst cersae 27,625 50,000

“Untity, LVI (April, 1922), 376,

b . . A
Unity News, X (bec, 8, 1923), 1, Tid:c vwee o veelly, now
discontinuod, ublishea for the benefit of the woricre at Unity
4 ’ ¢ J
headquarters

CStatement by Ralph Tackett, illana—cr of Fublicetions,
berconel intorview,
951 st published in 1924, ®First published in 1922,

Trirst published in 1927,

Unity macazincs are marketed both through individuel subscriptions

and throush news and mazezine stands., The followins figures show

the number or pald subscriptions to tre various mesazines in 1938l

[ S———

lStatezent by Ralph Tackett, personal interview,




exclusive of Veekly Unity, which is distributed lcorgelr thrbugh

Unity Centcrs:
' ’ Nuzber of Peid
Mazecine Subscriptions
Unity o o« o o o s » o 75,000

Wee visdom o o ¢ o « 114,000

Unity Dally Vord . . 143,000

Projircss s+ s« ¢« ¢ o o 46,000

Good Ducincss o « o o 15,500

Totel o b o o o 323,500 .

Tizis docs not mean, hLovicver, thot thlls nuiber persunclily sub-

scribed for e Unity nmonthly in 1938, 1In 1527 Urnity lchool steted

that seventy percent of itc subscriptions were gift:.l These
came throuch the "Prosperity Benke," "Cood Vrords! Ciulz,” and

"Help-One=-a=-!ionth Cluke." The retio is sonewlat roduced et the
prescnt time. The followin_ percentazes were rcicased by tho

Accounting Department of Unity School, Herch S, 1U30:

Fercentaze of Fercenritaze
(& ] (]

Subscriptions Subceriptiona
UNitTeeessooooosasss 7o 30
VieCkly Unlt eesvenes 55 45
Tnity Datly Worde.e. 65 : 35
Viee Wisdomsseesssses 55 45
- PI’O{;‘PGSS.‘....-..... 50 50
GOOd BusinesB8esscosoe 60 40

lonity, LXVII (July, 1927), 84.
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Using the pald-subscription list as the basls of calculation
there were approximately 193,000 personal subscribers to Unity
periodicals in 193, No dcte ie avallable to show the smount of
overlappinz in the subscription lists, Certeinly many homes re-

ceive more than onc of the mazezlnes.




