CBAPTER III1

UNITY'S GOLDEL E£RA

Incorporation of Unity School of Chfistianlgx

gchool we

Praise Good, from whom 81l blessings flow;
Praise Wealth, wi.ich helps us here below;
Praise Trutk, thc highest virtue known;
Pralise Healtl, which every one nay own,

The yoars 1914 to 1226 are Unity's golden oera. in them\

lon  years of poverty, anxiety, and toll=--ond much such secd
been sowne==-bore abundant fruilt. The first yveer of this era
marked by two important eventsi the incorporection of Unity
gchool of Christianity, and the vezlnning of & buildin; prozram,
which was to contlnue almost uninterruptedly until the early

of the financial depressions In 1914 the Unity Traect So-
ciety, the publishing side of Unity's work; the Societ; of Silent
tnlty, the healing and prospority group; Unity Correspondence
School, wilch geve lessons to those who could not attend the
re;ular classes glven in Kansas City; #gilent=70," the missionafy
arm of the movenent; and Unlty Pure Food Company were consolli=-
dated under the corporate nameé "Unity School of Christienity.",
Ti.e following are the "Articles of Incorporation”s

KNOVW ALL Mzi. BY THSE FRsSERTSS

Thut we, the undersi _ned, ¢ o o
Crerles Fillmore
Kyrtle Fillmore
Lowell Fillmore,
Royal Fillmore.*
The Adninistration puilding of the newly incorporated

. hlso compleved in 1914 at en announced cost of sixty

thousand dollars. S1ix ti.ousand dollars had been contributed

Llugpe New Unity Doxology,” Unity, XXVII (Jan., 1908)

Erprticles of Incorporation,” typed eopy givon to writer

by Lowell Fillmore.
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towards it in love offerin:s before the building was started.
yr, Fillmorc now announced that previous to that time Unity had
pbeen roldin; to two standerds: one in the béok and subscription
aepartment, where they w.re necessarlily connected with the world
of business; and the other in their healing ministry, where the
Spirlt wes given full sway. Hgnceforth they would tr; to prac-
tice only the.Spiritual standard, Be 1llustrated what he meant
by saying thet Unlty would no longer "eppeal to the bargain hunt-
in; tendency" in its announcenents-concernin: the sale of books
and megazines, lre. Fillmore must Leve soon forgotten his re-
solution for in a short time he wes offering twelve lssues of

weexly Unity for ten cents.l The corncrstone of the new bullding,

named the "New Race Cornerstone,” was to be mede et leest ten
feet lon; so that there would be space for ali the ble:csing s the
friends of Unity desired to contribute. Bonds were also offered
to those who desired to make investments rather than contribu-
tions to the woriz. The dedication was set for Thanksgiving and
then, as with the previous buildins; belon ing to Unity Soclety
of Fractical Christianity, now recognized as the local Center,
was postponed unt il Jenuary lest some miss the glorious oppor-
tunity to contribute & sustaining tleesing and so becoming linked
to this new realm of spiritual force potent to their soul's
growth, Mre. Fillmore dedicated the building Jenuary 1, 1915,
placing end scaling in the cornerstone seven thousand blessings.
For some unaccountable reason the masons were not present

to seal the stone, This is well for many blessings have
come sinces

lln 1939 Unity 1s offering the anniversary book, Unity's
Fifty Golden Years, as a prige for securing three annual sub-
acr;pEIonsefo Tnlty; see Unity, XC (March, 1939), 96,
Charies ‘illnoro, e Are Primitive Christiens,” Unity,
XLII (April, 1915), 339
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Then i1t was decided to leave the stonc open until the building
wes cleared of debt.

¥hen Unity Sci.ool of Caristlanity wos incorporated, re-
quests were at once made for diplomas and degrees. The sugges-
tions came from somc who had finished Unity's course of training
and who now wanted Unity's approval and growing prestige back of
them as they tried to develop teachlng end Leallin; centers in
various cities. The Fillmores, perthence bececause thev had seen
how lirs. BEddy's difficulties had been multiplied by trying to
direct her students, cld not Gesire to put the Unity stamp on
any work outside Kensus Citye. They explainedl that the authority
to teach end preach came only from the Spirit while 1t was the
tasy of the school to train tlose ealled. The granting of titles
would al:o interfere with their arnounced aim of overcoming the
"personel man.” "Degrees are a deluslon and a snare."© Finslly,
ordination to the ministry woild put Unity leaders in a position
where they would be valled to officlatc &t fungrals and weddingse
Boti. of these ceremonies tend to keep death in the race, which
Unity 1s set to destro&. Ti.e Silent Unity department then de=
cided to drop all titles that they mi_ht get com:letel: eway

from the "personal.”

Good Words' Cludb
In 1915 Lowell Fillmore, who had grown up in the Unity

movement and was rapldly becomin; its chief business executive,

156 "Extracts,® Unity, KLI (Aug., 1914), 150 ff,

Bopyxtracts, " Ibid., p. 150.
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put forth an ldea which in its practical appiication soon ri-
valed the use of the prosperity'banks. Tr.is was the fofmatlon of
a "Good Words' Club" and, a little later, & "Good iords' Reminder
Box.," Tre conclusion that there 1s powcr in the e-oken word and
thet every effort should be made to speai creatively had Geen in
tr.c thou ht of the movement from the begzinnin:, but no practicel
eprlicetion had been maue of the idea in advancin: the cause of
Unity. A Gooud Words' Club was now esteblished in order to ain
tl.e power that comes tr.roul: united effort, TLosé w0 became
members wore asked to rezort to a central secretury once a month,
sccure at least one new member for the club & year, ana avold
expressions of gossip, poverty, sickness, cr.me, SOrrov, discord,

an. anger, Lo dues were cl.arged, but "free will offerinae™ wsre

accepted. Also bledge cards, cost twenty-five cents, end Club
exblens, the "fhree Wice lMonkeys" at onec doller, w.re recormenaed
as of speclial help to the members., Later a Good Wwords' Reminder
Box was sent to eack member in wilch he could place such volun-~
tary forfeit as he thouht suitable whensver he uced a negative
word, No requirements werc set es to the use of this money, but
the member was kept informed of the good it would accomplish in
the expandin; ministry of Unity and how sucl. offerings woul:l
develop his own grasp of things scirituale The.pledge of the
Good Viords! Club was made positive in 1920, Members now soucht

to speak words of "trust, wisdom, coodness, health, courage, truth,

cheer, purity, peace, falith, prosperity, praise, joy and good

will,"t Xo longer were they to pay a forfeit for nesative words
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but rather a dally thank-oflering for Divine help 1n speakling
positive words. Unity's adherents quickly caught the idea; four
thousand enrolled the f{irst yeur, ten thousand by 1918, and sixty
thousand by 1327, Tke Unity management 1s at present giving
little emphasis to the Good . %ords!' Clubs. A Good Words' Booster
Club for boys and girls under {iftcen 1s an integral part of the

program of Wee Wisdom. Ti-is children's club is a combination of

a viee Vilsdom Club, organized by Royal Fillmore in 1212, and the
adult club just mentioned. Chlldren are.urged to gather thelr
friends of scho»l or Sunday scl:ool into local clubs and unite
tre: with the central cluv in Kansas City. The centrel secretary
reporte thet they receive over three hundred inquirles each month
from the children but that the idea does not produce sufficient

funds to justify extensive promotion.l

Unity and thke World Wear
Unity with its general tendency towards non-violence even

to animals wes opposed to the Vorld Var. Howsver, since Unity
reg always urged only such dexzonstration as the circumstences
secmed to render pract.cable, its pollcy was not that of 1dcallis-
tic pacifism or refusal to bear amms against one's fellowaen,
The process of recelving exemption from the army was to be treated
in the same way as claimin; freedom from sin, sickness, and desath,

"when the axemption-consc_ousness 1is reached, the process of

bring;ing the matter favoravly to the attention of the proper of-

lgtatement by Elirzabeth Hass, personal interview.




T

ficiels will take care of itself.“l When asked to pray with one
of its members a-ainst army conscription Silent Unity refused and
explaeined: "We hold the thoucht for protection, salety and guld-
ance into that which is the highest good for the individual "<
This was in accord with the position it had repcetedly teken in
its prOSp&Pity trcatnents that it.could not "iold for specific
dermands." Correspondents were told that they must learn to teke
er. "impersonal" view of the situatlion. iecause tley were Truth
students, perchance, there was a particular worl: for then to do
"et the front," end they were assured that they would "be pro-
tec:ed from doinz evil or recelving evil®™ while they were in the
trenches. Zarly in 1y18 Mr. Fillmore had a dream-vislon which
he interpreted as meanin; that the pecce efforts of Wecdrew Wil-
sor. woula be successful before the sprin; plowin: and sowing,
But time moved on, and Unity turned 1its attention to those wro
were doin  thc fightin:. The following advertlsement shows their
methodzs
DO YOU K.LO¥ A SCLDILK IN¥ THL TRELCILST
Do you went to keep him from harm? Do you want rin to

know end understand the power of the protectin: Word? Do

you want him to come back after the war unsoiled in soul by

the terrors and temptations of that hard life? .

Send us £1.,00 and we will send him & year's subscription

to Weekly Unity and a copy of "Bullet-Froof Soldiers,” and
Silent Unity will hold him in prayer. )

Unity strenuously opposed conditions of vlice and impurity and the

1“Extracts," Unity, XLVII (Sept., 1917), 253.

2npxtracts,” Unity, XLVII (Nov., 1917), 447,

Sweekly Unity, X (June 4, 1918), 8.




flow of liquor about the training canps end criticlzed those or-
cenizatlons handing out tobecco to the soldiers. When the Armis-
tice came in November, lir. Fillmore explained that his drcam
avout VWoodrow Wilson had been correct but thet he had misinter—
rreted the "field of stubtle,” wiich had referred to the end of
ti:e harvest rather then the spring plowing.

Durihs the wor period the cost of peper rose rapldly
uribil the ono=dollar cherge for a Unity subscription did not cover
tixc sctual outley of the ma;azine., Mr, Fillmore first declded to
raise the price of the ma_azine and then fezred lest that might
bar some from needed help., Therefore, he aeied for increased
love offerings from those able to glve. People were urged to
subscribe severcl vears in edvance, and ell who mailed money to
Unity wcre asked to bless it that there might be no dz ger of
loss,

Bills should be protected witl a blessing b: the sencer.

Every letter we send out 1s blessed, and if ell those w0
write to us would give an audible or silent blessing to thelr
jetters before mailin;, zones of security would be estab-
lished between Ts enG naver a letter would go estray or &
dollar be lost,

Home Blessln s

In 1917 the Soclety of Silent Unlty inaugurated its "sys-
tematic House Harmonizin: and House Cleaning pgopaganda."gy When
any member of the soclety moved into a new epartment the others
celled in e group to bless that rome. Statements of Truth were

made silently and aloud for eack room: kitchen, receptlon room,

dining room, bedroom, &and bath with a final blessing for the en-

Pe—

lepow to Send Money,® Unity, XLVII (Sept., 1917), 273.
Rapedication of Home," Weekly Unity, IX (June 9, 1817), 2.-




tire house. Truth students everywhere arc advised to gather with

thelr friends and follow the same practice:

s oM T AP A A RN S TRl

, The Universal Ether can be chergzed with troughts or Di- {
vine Harmony until its powcr will hemnonize a querrelsome j
femily. It can ve charged with the Ioly Spirlt of Wlsdom f
and Love until it will feel like the pres nce of a churcl and
its occupants will fall to preisinz end giving thanks con-
tinuously. It can be so filled with thoy;hts of Health thaet
no contegious disease can ind entrance.
Silernt Unity stood ready to furnish speclal blessings for any one
consecrating a new home; ard, when 1t became mechenically pos-
sible, kr, end irs, Fillmore placed trelr personzl blessinss on
vhonosraplile records thet thelr frienus at the cost of scventy-
five cents might have the deep spiritual experience of treir
spolken presence in the home., Can you imezine anythin® more de-

sirable, were you movin: inte e new house, then to have Charles

Fillrore trere to dedicats it?2

Propcrty Rights
The increase in value of the property of Unity School of

Christianity brousht repeated inquiries as to 1ts lezal ownership

and criticism of the stockliolders of the corporation in 1918,
Mr, Fillmore, at that time, estimeved the value of treir holdings
at five hundred thousand dollers includin: good will, of which at

leest three hundred thousend dcllers was in physicel asset§.3

lﬂeekly Unity, IX (June 9, 1917), 2. .

2Ibtd., XVIII (Sept. 25, 1928), 7.
3dpedicatiorn,” Unity, XLIX (Aug., 191¢), 178,

oy
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These criticisms led the Fillmores to make what they termsd a
"legal transfer” of the property. On Auzust 3, 1918 the four
stockholders and directors signed a "Declaration," which read in

parv as follows;

Vie hold «ll our richt, title and intercest in seid corpora-
tion (represented by seid caoital stock) in trust,'and dedi-
cate same to be used to carry out the purposcc rerein ex-
pressged and referred to, 8o that all persnns who now ere or
may hereafter be members and adherents may, while 8o enrolled
or upon proper application, receive thie benefits of all the
principles ana teachingc and othor help tihat the Scnool can
glvey reservin , however, to ourselves and our successors the
right to manaze and control the business and rroperties, and
to & reesoneilo compensation for our tize and servicaes, and
to namc oir succeus0rs wh:o will cerry out tic purproscs herein
declared,

It 1s to be noted that the above-hamed instrument was not made as
an encndment to the original chertsr of the corucration, It was
explained by the directors es an attempt to mele clear td others
that they aid ﬂot regard Unity as belonzing to tilem personally,
Ti.e criticism did not die, and, June 27, 1521, the original "Arti-
cles of Incorporation” we: amended by add.ng a statement wilch
made 1t forever impossible for the stockhelders tce profllt by de=-
clerin; dividends., Finally, in order to quiet eny furthcr dls-
cussion, the directors made, in 1523, the followin_ "Declaratlion
of Trust:"
D=CLAFATIOK CF TRUST v
Whereas, the undersigned incorporeted the Unit: Scl.ool of
-ristiaxitj in Aprxl 1914, as stockholders and directors;
and .I; i;tness Virereof, we have hereunto set our hands and
seals this 22nd day of June, 1923,
. Charles Fillmore
Lowe ™Y Filloore

Royal .Flllmore
kyrtle Fillmore®

L vid., pp. 178-179,

2nConerning 0:.'garization of Unity, Upity, LXVII (July,
1927)’ 9fr. - B : : h




Tvis clo:ed all action by the Pillmores withi rcference to thre

o¥nership and contrel of Unity Schocl of Christienity. The fol-
lowin. tecknical aprraisal of thc value ernd m.enins of the docu=-
ments just quoced wes mede by the lesel fimm of Gossct, =1lis

F

Dietricl. end Tyler beforc tyie Suprexe Court ol Yissouri in 1932:

o s i AR R e BRI AR

All thre stock wos issted to Charles F:llrore, :is wife
gnd his two sons, Wi constbituve the board ol divectors and
ofiicers., Thereaft.r, in 1:21, the Articles o Incorporetion
werc amended to provide thet no dlvidends should te distrib=-
uted but that ell tho profits and propert; ol trnc corporation
sho.ld be used Ior tlic purposes of tlie ccrporation. lone of
the students, communlcants, ratients or adlererts of unity
Serool of Chrictisrity were ever shown to have any intcrest
in thc corporetion an2 no chan_e 1n owncrsl iy of the stock
of tic corpgoratlion was evex siown to have teler plece. Ko
otl:ier papers wore shown of reccoite harles ofiered in evi-
dence as & part of iLis testimony, an unaclnowlzdzed, and un-
recorded peper sizned by rimsclf, hic wife, ané Iis two sons,
glc he staied owned all trhc stociz oi the company, cated Au-
sust 3, 191&, ertitlee "Dedicaticn,” purportin., to e & de-
claration of ti.e Fillmorec tiot trhey held thi ca,ltul stocit
of the compeary in trust and dea cebed samo Lo be uscd {or
carrying out tl:e purposes of tr.e corgoretion, slthouzl no
consideration wos shovn cor ti.c instrwent, the ctock was not
transferred or delivered to any trustee, the instruacnt con-
tained no provision ace.nct beling revoked by tiie Fillmores et
any tize, and they particularly reserved to trhcmselves the
mar:a.exnent, contrcl end operetion of tre busines:c and propers
tics end to recelve ressonable compensat on for thelr scr=
vices and to me tl.eir sUCCetEdrs, substantlally all t-oe
esermerss of full ownersh:ip. A peper gubstentielly to the {
samc effect wase executed Ly the Fillmoreco in June, 1325, but
ti:is peper was never srown to have been acknowledged nor
recordec¢ and no pupil, zatlent or aedhercnt of the sclhool was
giver any interest in tkhe stoci, the femily sgreed wilth then-
selvecs, th re wee oo consideration for the fnetrument end 1t
contained no provislon thut 1+ could not be revoked gt any 4
time, “ [

b e (e B A

1o, 30415 in the Supreae Court of Xissourl, April Terz, l
1932, Clary Ve Commerce Trust Co., Appellent's Abctrect of Re-
cord, Vols. 1 &nc 11, erd Rcs:ondentsi Additional Austract of the
Fecord, Stetement, Brief enc K3-w=crt. auotation 1is taien froa

€ o
ﬁeeuonaents' Additionsl L.ostract of the Record, Stotement, Brief

end Ar;.cient, Pe 470 : i
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Inner Vision Departnent
Dreams and thelr interpretation bave lon;; been & favorite
study with Charles Fillmore, and I ciaims to have geined his
cnlef insights into Truti throush this metiod of revelatl.on,
Durin. the eeriy period of thelr movement he trled "the silence”
as o meblod of seeclin: desired information but seined little
thicreby. Tiere ceme & tims, hdwever, when he noticed that he was

I 1 ] < -
710 o He stat

)

pavin, "exceedinply rcelistic dre

A

(4]
w
.

Tr.c £irst cornection that I remembuoir to heve observed
between dreams ang my eflalrs was after closing the purchase
of & piece of property I remcmbercd that I l.ed drcaned the

1.0le transection soae months before. Aftcr vhiot I watched
m; drcams closely ans found that therc was w wilder intelll-
cence manifestin_ In .oy sleep tlan I secmed to ;0sscss in oy
wolkin, state, and it flah.ed over me onc dat thut thils was
the mode of communication thet had been csteblliched in re-
snonse tc my desirc for informaetion from hecdquarters. . .

e o Everything wi:ich It is necessary for me to know 1s shown

to me enu I nheve times.without nuaber been seved Irom false
steps by tl.ls monitor,

In 1914 "Dream Interpretation"” was established es a department of
Lnity end was carrled until 1517, In 1021, under the title "In=-
ner Vision," it wes resurrected end made & regular part of thelr
worke Correspondents were invited to make usc of it on the es-
tablished basis of love ofierinss. Unity Sciocl advertised that
it hed glven much attention to the subject and ned developed
teachers who were able to read and interpret the messages tiat
the Spirit of Truth wocs reveeling to tlhose who had been liking
mostly in the outer realms of thelr being and had not as yet de-
veloped their facultles sufficiently to resd intelli-~ibly the
nessages thus given., The =zetlcéd of lnterpr tatlon used by these

teachers wes that w-ich they had peen learning from the Fillmores

1
Charles Fillmore, "Dreams,® Thousht, V (Feb., 1894), 454.
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en- which is most clearly scen 1n thelr interpretetion of the
Scriptures, viz., thkc ellegorical, which would elvars make tre
drcaxm support the Fillmore pattern of Absolute Truth. Vhile many
prescnted thelir drcans to Unlty School for Interpretetion, they
did not seex to realize the value to thromcelves of cuch servicese.
Tris requlred education:
vie do not malkc a definite cherge for ti ic werk but leave
Lo matter of componsetion to the divine justicc in those
wr.o asiz for help in discernin the leadin of the Spirlt,
we find, i.owever, thoit people .do not arpreclate the instrue-
tion of the Spirit s fully as they do tre hoaling, and thelr
frci will offerin c are not quite &s nencrous as they should
be. :
Tris department 1s no lon:;er carried regulerly in Inity, rut help

1s exvended to any who asl: for it, and Mr, Fillncre freqrently

refers to the gulaance he receives throush the mellod.

Motherhood Department
In July, 1920, the Flllmores started a new discussion
anor., th:elr adnerents by installing a "Motherhood Derartment® in
Unitye Tils seemed to uany to be contrary to thelr previous em-
phesis upon "receneration of the pody" es the way of salvation

eccomplished in part prrousl. the renuhciation of sex. Sex educa-

tion hed played &n inmportant part in their teschin_s throu-h tke

1889

The only selvation of the human famlly éies in the conserva-
ticr. and purificetlor of the cex force.

15943 *

Those who desirs to come into the closest unity with the

lynity, LIV (Jen., 1921), 58

2urpne Elixir of Life," Modern Thought, I (Kov., 18839), 8.
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Spirit of Truth an¢ reconstruct here on eartl: the temple of
God--the regencra. ecd pody=-must gostain from thc sex rela=-
tion.

1911:

Childrer ci thc mind can be brouzht forth ard cll trose
aweitin , reincarmeioon cén bLe givon a spirltual Lodye Thie
will e the ultimate of tiie rogeneratlve novceent that 1s

now oin,, on, &rd wc sr.ould tierefo.e strive to put on Christ,
anéd let tic bodr of Christ_ve formed in us, thoet we may nhelp
those wh.o are in Golunesse

19515

Yie do believe Iin o
sex, The stenda:rd cf
eterral life ic a:

mr.e foct tiat Rickeri Fillmore had merried and ti:xat a prondson

wos to be bornm to Cherles and lyrtle Fillmorc in & few months

-

cemnot be overlooked as ¢ rossible contrivutir: factor to thelir
decision to establisl: tiis departmont. The ldee wus introduced
to treir readers & month veforc the deperincnt Wao leunci:eds

Tyutl. studerts nay be calssed under two great nheads in
the uplift of the roce. Iirst arc tiosc wio follow Joseph and
Mery in submitting trnomselves and all thelr scts to trhe will
of God to the enc thot they may brin- fortl: th. Holy Childe.
e cecond, tiwose wW.o follow Jesus and teke the :lece of tle
ijoly Ck1ld in con:scliousness and put on Christ themselves.

%hilc we teach regeneration, we tecch also the steps tiut
leed to regenerat:ion. Wwe arc prepored to helr hunmar ity -n
every excorience tiat leeds from the present develcpuent to
the hizhest, or Jesus Chrlst consclousnes: of Liie.

mile there is yet need of souls velrg born into the
physlcal plane, there 1s need of the hijhcst teachlin” by
wrich to preperc parents for the recertion ani education of
trece souls., Tue Lery standerd of motheriood prepeares the
wa, for the birtn of the Christ, end it is. through the teach-
in;; of the procecsses which lary observed thaz wo present thLe
lotherrood Depgertuacnt in the Unity mazazine.

1;"‘ . n vy v 1‘" / 4 o
Guestion end Answ rs," Thou: t, IV {Anril, 1894), 17.
2ni. tracts,” Unlty, XXXIV TJan., 1511), 66.
o BMgarriacc ard Continence,” Lnity, X4XIx (Bept., 1913),
Qe
dnyotrernood Department,” Unity, LII (June, 1920), 549.




As was expected, lotters

thet they

1 &

must help tloce whx chese, like

«ED=

of rrotest came, The editors rerlied

Clizaber!l: Ln4 Zecharlas,

to brin: forth childrern eni thet meny good lessore could be learned
in -cneretions Tirey &lco rcturned to tlhe idca cxzrrecsced in the
abeove announcenent mude twe months previously:

Trere sre woit'rn to be vorn inte tlo cortl ylanc souls
so edvanced that tigir yrese ice and ecctivity will irmmmeasurably
promote the recc redexption. These souls cxe trawn to those
womcn wio seelr moti.criood %n 1ts irraec.late clearacter, tle
purc attachicd to Tlc ~urc,”

Thev elso publistcd onc letier of gpproval in wliich the writer
ctotel thet until tiic actlon ke rad glways thou ht tlet they

were "unwittingly condsin? trc stairs by which thev had climbed,”
Cre 7 ar after the esteillishment of & m"‘h;:Loo; cernartment in
Unity the Hensas Clty Cencer introduced the ritc of Chrlsteninz
into its worship. Nr. Fillmore who was the m'nistor of thils

srovn cave the followln( explenation:

Some of trc memlLers of the Unity Seclciy irn Keanses City
Ixave been ro queut;n‘ for & lon- time, thet wc christen thelr
chlldrern, lavin; Yzi no revelation or. thlc roint, we have
never vefore concscrted.

Lo speclal revcietion lLas yet ¢ ¢, but tic r:quest for

ti.c rite was so 1nuiouent, that our Spe

aizcm ani S.8. supt,.

conferred and decided that this ceremcny should take rlace
Sunday, Junc 1litl..

Some of our P;~ylc oy th ink that we arc ueocomin_ formal
and ritualistic, ir making thic chris ten;nw pert of our church
work. But we ave » archinc out the spirituel slde ofl life
in everytrin_ else, wky should ve .ot finb t:e spiritual
reli ious foras eni ceremonies. For tlerc ic o inner and
outer expression in everytiainge. N

Little Charles Rickert Fi

hristened at that firsti

———

illmore wes one of twerty-onc children

ervice, Since tret time ti.e Kansas

lopne Maternity Ministry,®

Unity, LIII (Aug., 1920, 159.

2uynity Christening,” Weekly Unmity, XIII (July, 9, 1921),
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City Society has precticed what it calls "spiritual baptlism,”

In Unity we do not make use of water in baptism, as did
John of old, but prefer to follow thie example of Jesus, whose
form of beptism John foretold (iark 117, 8)e o« o o "I bap~-
tizglyou in water; but he shell baptize you in the Holy Spir-
it.

Miss Cora Dedricl:, tkhen sccretary to Hrs. FPillmore, was
pleced 1in char;;e of the new depertment in Unlty. It was rot long
unb1l "Eaternity Treetments” became & part of Unity School's
progran witl: the usuel love offerings for the service, Tnris has
become an important worx witk Unity School, as 1s evidenced by
the fact that space has been civen in the testimonial columans in
Unity for those whio have successfully borne children under the

title "Unto Us a Child,"

Unity Seeks Popularity

Unt_.1 the close of the World ¥ar women were in the ascend-
ency in Unlty, being lar;ely influential in skeping its teaching
ané policy. The influence of Exma Curtis Hopkins and Ursule
Gestefeld was felt throughout the entire period., HMyrtle Fill-

more, through her ¥ee Wicdon and her Home Department in Unity

her large private correspondence, and her personal charz, colored
the movement every step of thc way. Annie Rix ¥ilitz, founder of
e "Home of Truth"™ in California, was & writer of Unity Lessons,

& frequent lecturer at headquarters, and & contributor to’%he

ma _azine., Jernnle He Croft, with Unity more than a quarter of a
century, orga:igzer of 1ts local Sundsy school and the Women's

Auxiliary, was its sturdiest and most dependable character during

1 tter from Louls E, Meyer, Minister of Unity Soclety of
Prectical Christienity, Kansas City, Missourl, March 8, 1838, In
explanation of the method of baptism Mr. Meyer 8aysi Minister
uses flower petals instead of water bagtism, symboliA the innate
urity of the soul, and ocalling forth its expression, ower
potals are presented in a silver bowl by an attendant,”

e o




its days of strugzgle. And Ida Mingle, sometime secretary to
Charles Fillmore, who has since developed her own work in Cricago
under the naze, "Livable School of Christianity," was & strong

stabilizin~ influence in the philosophy of the movement,

But a new emplesis came with the twenties, More and more,
men entered to give dlrection to Unity's policy'of expansion, 5

Some of them, notably E. V. Ingrekam, author of The Silerce,

e ey

H. B. Jeffrey, author of Vhen Ye Fray, and W, 1. Hoschauver, for-

merly a Congregationasl minister, gaﬁe increased depti: to the
movement. But a second group were ambitlous to popularize Unity,

especially with men. In 1320 the Soclety of Fractical Chrils-

AR LR T S DA S

tianity orgcanized ite men into a club, "The Men's Unity Zxten=-
sion,? T is wes imaced as & club for "matter-of=fact™ business
men. The new club held monthly meetings emphasizing how Chris-
tian principles could be applied to economic life, It soon de=
veloped its own set of rules and tool & new nanc, "Pusiness lien's
Christian Unity." The following statements werc included in 1ts

constitution:

To search out and apply the laws of God in all the com=-
mercial relations between ourselves and all mor.

The scope of the Associatlon shall te the comuercial re-
jations of the whole world, to the end that unlform prosper-
ity, officlence, equity, honesty, justice and falr dealing
shell be established everywhere. "

In all meetin: s of this Assoclatlon, & cheir shall be
reserved for Jesus Christ, the unseen Guesy, whom we aclnowle
edze to be the directive heced of our work.

Francis J. Gable, originator of the club, sought to popularize
it throuchout the immediate Kansas City area by lecturing before

Rotary and commercial orsanizations. Unity masezine sugcested

—

legonstitution and By-Laws of Business Men's Christian
Unity,® The Christian Business Man, I (July, le22), 24.
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that the pattern of the local organization be followed‘by other
Centers, and more then one hundred clubs quickly sprang into

existence. Representatives from these groups werc thon called .
to Kanses City to form & nationel organlzation, which was termed

the "Christian Business Federation." A magazine, The Christien

Bus inesg Man, editor, Francis J. Gable, was established to carry
publicity and foster fellowship among the clubs, The magazine
was to ofier ®practical and usable principles that make for good
business." The clubs were vigorously promoted and for & tlme
seeried to be quite successful; but by 1835 only forty of them
were in existence, and no more than three had been convinuous
eince 1922, The Christian Business Federation was burled about
the middle of the present decade without any publicity, The mag-
azine, however, hgs been kept in the field by Unity Scl.ool, 1Its
name was changed to Good Business in 1333 with this announcenent s
Ve shall adhere to the hi~h ideals to which the periodl-
cal 1s devoted, and siall continue to advocete the use of
Christian principles in every activity of business and pro-
fess.onal 1life, Thdé only purpose in making the change is to
open the door to & more ready acceptance of our wori:, espe-
cially by those w&o have not learned that Christlan business
is good business,

In announcing the change of name the editor also stated that

Good Business would offer "Precticel and usable principles that

make for good business-=zood in profits and in satisfaction as
well as good in practice and methods "t
The argument advansed for the change in nane is stranzely

like that used by the International Eew Thoucht Alliance in 1921,

1%Good Business,"” Christien Business, XXII (June, 1933),
10, The magagine became Christian Business, Jan., 1926,
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ahen the Fillmores sought to have the nanc "ohristian®™ added to éi
tnet title, In view of thelr previous comnitments the droppling
of the ter; from their magazine's title seems hardly consistent,
nor has 1t added to 1ts popularity. The month:ly is now compoced
of a series of hishly-colored success stories, some generally
platitudinous answers to business quections, and & dash of humor,
i+ hae never been able to compete witr the success-story maga=
zines of the day, has not captured the imagination even of Unity's
edrerents, end is Unity Schrool's poo}est seller,

A second of the populerizing group was Frenk B, Whitney,
a greduate of St. Louis University in dentlstrye After practlc-
in; his profession for four ycars he came to Unity in 1215, ke
served his country in the World viar, returned to Kansas City, and

in 1924 introduced Unity Daily Word, & pocket-siéed periodical

giving an inspirational message for each day of the month. Under %
his editorship, continued until his death in 1938, this magazine
beceme the most popular monthly publication of Unity School.
Another of this group was Ralph E. Bolleau, former sutomobile
salesman, and Chautauqua singer end enterta.ner, who ceme to _ 5
Unity School in the early twonties and reapidly rose to the posi-
tion of Field Director and Lecturer. He proposed to mske &very i
large clty in Americe Unity consclous.l But Mr. Boilecsu was too

advanced even for Unity; he dlsagreed with 1its icadership in 1930

and established an independent wori, which he called "The EZmer-

: e

lrne following news item is suggostive: "Ralph E. Eolleau
1s brinzin; the Unity message before thousands of pecple in Seat-
t13, « o » 8 telegram states that 2,200 persons attended the
mecting Sunday nizht," Unity Hews, X (Dec. &, 1923), l.




«85-

gent Life Foundatlon," He had scarcely got his movement under
way when he was killed in an.automobile accident in 1933,

Two others who have addcd to the popularizing tendency
ih Unity are W, Rickert Fillmore and his friend Howerd A, Colby,
Aickert, second son of Cherles end Myrtle Fillmore, has given
very little attention to the philosophy of Unit; and les n.ver
shown any great concern over iﬁs more spirltual aspects, He took
his advanced trainin; at the Chilca o Art Institute end then re-
turned to Kensas City to beg n work.as an architect a~d decorator,
He Las dabbled in amateur tlieatrlicals, has been Fresident of
Kanses City Rotary, General Chalrman of thc Cormittee of Fifty
on Kansas City Bonds (1925), General Chairman of Kansus City
Charities (1932), President of Kansus City Art Institue, and a
trustee of Kansas City Philhermonic Orchestra, le acted as host
to tkhe Republican liational Convention held in Kansas City in
1922, He became secretary of Unity School in 1515 and, s . nce the
death of Royael Fillmore, has been one of its trustees, He is
also HMHanager of Unity Farm and Dea2‘0f4Unity Treining School,
Howard A, Colby, son of & former presldent of iilsconsin Central
Railwa; s, graduate of Princeton University, friend of members
of both tho Roosevelt and Rockefeller familles and, especieally,
of Harold McCormick of Chicapo, was the most colorful of the
group, He wes with Unity elght years; he served as host at Unity
Inn and as director of social and athletic activities at Unity

Country Club and added spice to the local situation by Eis Colbye
crams in Unity News, the woriers! weckly. Mr, Colby died in
1928,
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The last and most able of this group is Ermect Ce VWilsomn.
ordained a minister in Kew Thousht in 1918, he soon threw in his
Lot with Unity end took charge of thelr wori et Clcvelend, He
was called to Kanses City in 19273 where he shortly became editor
of Youth, & magazinc started in January of that year to m:nister
to Unity's young, people.l in 1930 he wes appointed editor-in-
cnicf of all Unity's publications} When Charles Fillmore retired
gs ninister of Unity Soctety of Practicel Christiarity in late
1533, he amnounced that he had cliosen Mre %ilson as his succes;
sor. Ernest C. Wwilscn hes been a prolific writer and the most
populer preacher and rucio speakef of Unity's history. For some
unannounced reason he left his position of lecedership at Unity
hezcquarters in 1938kkand became the 1eader of a Unity Center in
Los An;elecs. Against the deeper, spirlitual note of the earlier
lecaders, tiis group's chief concern~baé been tire spreading of
Tnity's doctrine.2 Increasingly the exmplrasis hes been on slze,

ma_niflcence, prosperitye.

—

Money Flows to Unity

Ir the teneyear period followin_ 1920 Unity Scrool sought

fron its supportérs, gt different times and in ver-in- amounts,

1The first editor of the megazine was Gardner tunt n: &

youn_ novellst. The name of the mo-azine was charged to T roZress
“in 1533 ’ .

2The popularlzinc tendency is quite discernable in the
titles th:ls sroup save to their publ.cat ons. Frank B, Whitney

wrote Mishtiér then Circumstance, Open Doors Besinnin~ Againe.
Ralph E, EEIIeau published Leaven Tow. Ernest Ce Vo ison fas oon-
tributed The Sunlit wa%, fhe Son . of Life, The }rotecting Pre-
sence, Bave we Live fore, the Tontenplation 0F Onhriste
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e total of over two million four hundred thousand dollars for tlre
_expansion of its plant &nd or anizetlon, Iio record 1is available
as to how muchk was reallized, either throush gifts or the sele of
bonds.‘ However, somc insizitt is given into the financiel affairs
of that period through tws court procecdin e in whick Unlty School
of Christienity was ono of the pcrties involved. In the Laura R,
taciiakon will contect 1ﬁ 1s2¢ .he testimony of Cherles Fillmore

as to the financial condltion of the School wes simmerized by the
Appellant'!s attorneys &s follows:

The evidence siows that Charles Flllmore receives a sal-
ery of $7,500,00 per yoar, his wife {6,000,00 per jear, his
sori,, Rickert Filliorc, $6,000,00 pecr yeer, and his other son,
Lowell Fillmore, 6,000,000 per year. From the (5,000,00
ce;:ital shown to have been owned by the company ih 1514, the
properties anc monies have increased until at thc time of
the trial the company owncd a Unity inn, Unity Centcr Build-
in;, Unity Annex (& rooming house), thc publisting or rrint-
in; plant comprising a four-story building, covering one-
half a square block, all located at Unity Center, extending
fron 3th to 10tk on Tracy, in Kansas Clty, Hicsouri; elso
there is Unity Farm, containin; over 1,200 acres, located on
Zighway No, 50, abo.t 18 niles froz Kensas City, with a 8i-
lent Unity Building, costin? about {200,000,00, a Unity Tow-
er, nct yet complcted, but elready cestinz $100,200,00, end
or, not yet completed, but alrcedy costing £120,000,00, &nd
various other housec, buildings ené barns, all having a voloe
at the time of the trial, of epproximately §5,000,000,00,

Mr. Barney S. Ricketts, director of the accounting departaent of
Tnity School of Christianity, testified in the eane triel that

the "Good Will Offerinzs® were at that tim: avera;in. about cne

l}o, 50415, Supreme Court of Missouri, April Terz, 1932,
Respondents! Additional hAbstract of the Liecord, Stateuent, Brief
ana Arguzent, pe 18, .c essential facts of tlLls casc weres
Teura K. EacHahon, Columbus, Chio, had beer a suflerer from gol-
ter since 13.be She cane to Unity Schocl of Christienity for
treatment sbout 1911 and lived there the rest of ker life, At
seventy-two years of age sie made her will, January 27, 1926, ten
months before her dcatii, Kelatives were given a total sum of ‘
$1,400; Hercy Bospital of Kensas City, $9,000; Kensas City Coun-
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thousand dollars daily end that the total daily income of Unlty
Scrool of Ckristilarity wes ebout $£4,700,. Oﬁ an cstimated busi-
nece yeir of three hundred dajye Unity Scihicol of Christlaonlty
.ed an ennuel income of approximetely one eani one-helf milllon
dolliars in 1923, The salaries of Myrtle I'lll ore and the two
sons were raised to cquel ti:at of Charles Fillmore in 1930T so
t:ot tre four Fillmores, directors and trustecs of Tnity School
of Christian.ty, werc voting themselves an annuel inconc from the
Serool of thirty trousand dollarse-a goodly sua, but not exces-
sive in view of the holdinjs involveé-and thc businecsc transacted,
Unity Sclhool of Christianity has also rprofited through

some lerge gifts. Lvidonec in the trial concernin- the will of

O

-4 Unity,

Laura K. Hacliehon showed that she had ectuelly _iven ©
in the threce-year period previous to her death, thc sun of
$185,000 (epproximately), froz which she wac receivin: an cnnulty
of six percent until her death, A similar gituction arp:ared in
the 1ife of Dre. Clara C. Austin, formcrly of Dostorn, Wwhexn eighty-
two years of age, Dr, Austin transferred her total l:oldings of

t¥elve thousand dollar: to Unity Schiool of Christianity and re-

¢il of Boy Scouts of Amcrica, $5,000; Lols Coldren, & fellow-
memser of Unity Soclety and companion of thc deccagsed, 9,000,
Tre pemsinder of the 50,000 (epproximatcly) estate wes willed
to Unity School of Christianity. Sult was entered aselinst tic
validity of the will by Nellle K, Clark, a niece, Decision of
jury in Jackson County Circuit Court sot aslde tlc "surported
w1l." Supreme Court of Hissourl remended the case to Jackson
County Circuit Court for retrial because of error in instruc-
tions given: jury by Prasiding Judge. Cese wes finally "com-
promised and settled" out of court.

lstatement by Chzrles Fillmore, persontl interview,
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ceived in exchange an annulty contract.l Unity School realized
plmost two hundred thousand’dollars on thesc two contracts.
 The development of Unity Farm mdgis the heisht of the
physicel evpansion of Unitye In 1519 the Fillnmore:r purchased &
fifty-eith-aﬁro ferm, some scventeen mlles east of iansas Clty,
which they prerared to develop as .e vecation and wccli-end retreat
for Unity employeese. This retroet had devoeloped 1n ter years
1nto & twelve-rundred-acre Unity Farm end Country Clube. A dam,
moking e lake of twenty ecrcs, had 5eén tr.rown scross & strean;
a large ouvtdoor arizhitheater had been made; and Silent Unity
Buildin;, with a floor=spece of fifty throusand square feet, had
bveor. erected. Tke Campanile, towering to trc reighkt of a tene-
story buildlng, was under construction., A club house, epartment
house, swimzing pool, termis courts} o0lf courie, and severel
modern residences hal been scattered over the farm's rolling
1ills, Tie announced bullding plans called for & ©'nel outlay
of cbout two end one-half million dollarse. This wars to be the
future home of Unity School. The entire idea was set forth by
Charles Fillmore as a great "Christlen service Steton," ‘Love
offerin;c and tithes end the usuel blessinges were s>uzht fron
world-wide Unitye
Tie paremc.nt ideel of tnity City will Le the setting up
on earth of the kingdom of the hoavens,--the ideals of peace
and hLarmony, prosperity end hcalth to Te estenlished right

bere on eerth., We loolk forward to the fulfill nj; of the vi-
sior of John as glven in the twenty first chapter of Tevela-

A

lms Kansas Cit: Star, Feb. 22, 1925, p, 1. A Hephow of
the deceased sued un.ty School of Christianity, sllcsing undue

influence, Case was decided for defendent.

B et s

T
S

R




«30-=

tion.l
Readers of Unlty periodicels were invited to suc-est possible
narics for the city to be bullt at Unity Farm. Somec sug estions
were: "“Unity City," "Insplration Citwy," "Unitopia," "Fillmore,"
"Unity Relmora," "Kinzdon City," end "Unit50polis." Unity sug-
cested that it woula build homes et the "Farm" for those whé wore
ready to appreciate its benefits, In hiz dedication adaress Nr.

Pillmore expleined:

" It 1s to be a city of peace for tlc crildren of Gods MNo-
body car. own arytliin: and property will be {for thc comzon
cood of all, e shall try out a real community of interests

wit: God &s the kocad, Ve were put iere ag tlw children were
ziven thelr heritege. Most of us reve forrotten God. Unity
City will acknowle%;e Hin and peace will be thc only power
end pres:ince Lero,
0f coursc, not every one couvld fulfill the conditlons of residence
whiclh would juaraniee reaching ti1s ldeal, "Thoce who spiritu-
gllr undcrstand tle Truth teu ht by Jesus andi who &Te eble to
ronder needed assistance to the cause"’ may become rcsidents.
¢nly those who are in the upper bracket of Unitv's veyroll or
who rave contributed lovingly of thelr wealth4 to Unity School
have as yet fulfilled these condit .ons, In the dedicatlon cere-

rony the "lHew Unity Dozolo;y"s was sun_, &ni & spectal blescsing

wes giveni

Loynity City," Unity, LXVI (larch, 1927), 206,

2nypit: Farm Dedi.ation," The Kansas Clty Times, Aug, 29,
1327, p. 1.

5S¢, W. Ferguson, Confusion of Tonjués (Garden Clty:
Doubleday, Doran and CO., 15287, pe £25.

4;.ura R. MacMshon had e home built for herslef at Unity

Farm the year of her deuth.

&
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God bless Unity Citye. All the activitlcc of Unity City
are in divine crder, Divine 1life inspires it and divine
power proteits it. The splrlt of Jesus Christ is active in
Unlty City, '

Otlier Activitices

In Septewmber, 1920,‘Unity Schicol told subscribers to its
verlous rmasezines that a pirlt wrarper was notice of expiration
of subscriztion ah& thet a Spcéial meetlins of S.ilent Unity wase
beln; held cech month to bless tliesc parvicular wrarpers witih the
“opc thot it would keep tiose who lacked enthusicer within the
folds Taey g0 - Infermed their recders that, i recuected, they
"

wo 1d plece a "plein wranner" on eli Unity literetire sont through

Unity Inn

Unity Inn, from Hay, 1516, to April, 19221, was conduéted
at a loss of $9,784.54.2 Tre leaders, therefore, su_;ested that,
sinca every loyal soul ,_lanned sometize to visit haadquarteré,
& person would confer a <reat favor upon Unity Sciool es w 11 as
drawing & reel blessing to himself if he would send en advance of
five dollars for o "certificatec of entertainment," which would te
Lonored at 1ts face value whenever he came, When Foward A, Colby

bocaus host for Unity inn, publiclt: for it was intcnsified, Some

finely equipped busses were purchased cnd assigned regular routes
turou nh the shoppin_ dislrict ol Kensas City. These provided -
free transportetion to any Unity Inn customir, TUnity Inn became

kmoen as the ¥largest, strictly vegetarian Inn in the world,"

p—

lnpedication of Unity City," Unity, LXVI (May, 1927), 410.
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But the depression wroucht a complete change; the busses were
discontinued; end, in 1935 the Inn was leasec to e private party.
Tris arrancgement dld not prove succescful, The Inn-now operates
on a limited basis primerily for the workerz in Unity Sclool.

It is no lonzer "strictly vegetari&n."l

Trne Redio
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.t on the air over the western nealo Couipany,
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Junc, 1928. One jyeur later ed tiis station and for

bt

elcven years wW0Q was a v st erfective meanc of cpreauing tie
Unitv gospel. Tl:e broadcast arrangemcnt sneludeld two Unity s<er-
mons on Sunday, & mMOYning meditetion each week-day al eight=-thirty
end "God's Half ch;:ci}h at 11:00 A.M. Other Unity prosrams were
brosacast during the ofternoon end eveninge. sub in June, 1354,
V0g lost its radid 1icensc from the Federal fewio Comission, &nd
since the:n Unlty hasc taken time throuh other stetions., Unlty
nov; carries its “mornin veditetions" on nine stations, located
at Kanses City; Topeks, Los Angeles, San Fromcliscs, beveriy iills,
Cleveland, Detroit, Cilcejo, and New Yorke It eleo occasionelly
uses a station et Aulkland, Noew zeeland,

Music and Recordings -

In Septenber, 1924, Unit7 ennounced the orzanization of

a "School of Music," the purpoce of whicl was to aweken the "in-

nner consciousness of melody, harmony and rhythen® in the mind of
thc studcnt anc help him cain an undersiandin: of the spirituel

1See De 166,
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law of accomplishment. This adventure was tried for three years

but £ nelly wes drop.ed for laclz of patronfa’”C. Lest the reader

shorld thinl thot the Red Leafl epleodc merked only a temporary

1

staze in the crowth of Unity's thoulht to bs soon dropped by the
wayside, we note that the idea hes continued throuzhout Unity's
ristory, nowv end egain being proucht to tho anttention of follow-
ers. Ihis atatencnt asppeared 1in 19252

T-4g leaf has been blessed by the S
of Fenscs City, +Oe Tn fulfillment of thc
Lord Jesus Christ thot we might hove gratsoever W as¥ed in
1is nane we, thc 63 members of Silent nno - Society, loid
our hands on this 1ccf and prayed tret 1t would in word and
substence, quicien tlio hecling powcr of Lpizit in 0ll thccoe
who would joln us in tho faltl, As the worrmn touched the
rem of Jesus' germents, and by her feith wac -celed, SO Fou
may touch this lezf and roceive the samc great blessinge

t1lent unity Soclety
e ¢ ronnise of thic

Unity School bezan, in 1925, to plece 1ts monthly "Heal-
in: and Prosperity Thou: hts" on rhonograph records. These, car-
rying the voice of Mr. or Mrs. rillmore or sOmC lecsser 113ht,
were offered to tleir constituency at thc subscription price of
threc dollars ennuclly. Another metrod used by the Field Depert-
ment to arouse the interest of more distart members Was that of
sending oﬁt a motion picture £41m showing local gctivitics of
Unity School. Since 1927 the 5chool repeatedly hasd warned 1its
disciples not to be socuced by tho lire of the "cliurmed be;ds,"
supposedly plessed by Unlty leaders, bein marketed in varioﬁs
parts of the county: . ¢nly efter duc noticc wag‘given in & Unity
ruclicetion was & workcr sent into &any cormunity in the interests

13

of tlic Schools,

lgnity, LXII (April, 1325), 365
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Trhe Help-Ore-a-lonth Club
The Help-One-a=-lonil: Club wes orcarized et Unity in 1330
ana 1s the most recent competipor of tle "Prosperity fank" end

the 9Good Words' Remlnder Box," Il ic wac specificelly announced

[

as ¢ metiod for incrcas .ni, subscriptione to Unity litereture,

Iike the two just menticned, there were no dues for jeining th
clubs but it would tele & grest deal more from the pock:t of
ar incividual than eithcr of them. In joining tric club cne be=
comes & boy scout of the Unity tyme (the idea it thelre) and do
one pood deed each month, The good deed takes the Torn of &
sift subsceriptlon of somc Unity periodlcal to some necdy rriend,
Lt the end of twelve months you will have sent twelve dollers to
init~ School and started twelvec nessenyers of harpilness to that
meny personse Yo irformation bas been publizhed as Lo the ef-
fectiveness of the metiod in increasing o subscription lists,

but it is still in use.

Autonobile Blessings
Silent Unity tegan the hobis of tlessin automoblles a8
e means of insurin; tle sefety of Unity travellerc imn 1230, A
su_ ested blessing fo1 & road reads as follows:
This is God's road and it is used by [t ciildrone There

i1s pothing on the road but perfect safety, &1l who travel
tcis road are protected by tre loving .ower of Gode

lynfortunatels thesc tlessings do not seem to have been
efiective in protecting Un-ty's own C&ri. At lczst tiree damage
scitc Love been filed o e:inst Unlty School in thie past tlhree
years for injury from Unity's cars. See the followins cases 1n
trc Jackson Coumty Cirecult Court, Kanses City, Mo,31 HNoe. 446,750,

B, Kleymar V. Unity School of Crristianity (128A), pe 3543
Yo 13%,%53, wiTiien morrisou V. Lnit Hool of Christisnit

(léi&), Po s Ho, , Barl k., EEeeEIe v. Unity School of

Christianity (137A), pe 122

ffcna bl 9
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This 1dea recelved notice in the newspapers of the country, and
Unity Soclety set aslide a special Sunday to bless cers of 1its
worshippers. Cards carrying blessings are now sent ﬁo all who

desire to place them in thelir cers,

The Death of lLyrtle Flllmore

iyrtle Fillmorc, whose feith was the basis of the found-’

ing of Unity School of Christlanity, dled October 6, 19351, efter
giving more than forty=-two yeaf; to-the practice of healing and
teachinse When other leaders had died, Un.ty had always explained
that such & person had "grown discouraged" or had beccme "too
personal™ to hold spirit, soul, and body together, Myrtle Fille
more, 1like her husband,l thouw ht that she would herself demon-
strete eternal life in the body.2 Her demlse seemed to demand
sonc explsnation. This wue glven by Ernest C. Wilson in the
"Memorial Address,"

There are very few people who have seen thelr way 8o
clearly and made thelr decislons so definitely as lyrtle
Fillmore did. Her trensition was such a decision, A number
of thosc who have been very close to her lmow thic, and firm-
1y belicve that Mrs, Fillmore need not have slipped out of
the body if she had not wished to do so, But she did wish
to do so., She spoke of it to a number of those whc are pre=-
gent here today. She spoke of 1t to me sone timc ago, when
clearly there wuc no least shadow of 1illness upon her to
sugsest such an 1dea, Nor was there any reason et the time
of ber passin; why she should need to do so, She could, I
am sure, bave rema.ned with us as lon; as she migjht wish to,
and I think tret is what she did. Kot that she did not want
to be with us, but that she had some very clear and definite
jdeas about work that was just ahead of her tosdo, and she
felt that this change had a part in that work,

1g4e Letbors of Myrtle Fillmore (Kansas City: Unity
8chool of Christianity, 1056), PPe 105-118.
QSee Pe 200.

3Erneat C. Wilson, "Memorial Address,” Myrtle Page Fill-
Pore (Kansas City: Unity Sohool o christianiﬁy)gpp—'zﬂ&—‘—l, Te >
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In 1920 Unity Soclety of Practical Christia:ity purchased
a lot in the Country Club District, Kansas City's wealthy resie
dential section, at a cost of forty thousand dollafs. Here they

planned to bulld s great Unlity Temple., Although purchased by the

local Unity Society, not by Unity School, the site and bullding
were to be paid for pertly by 1ové offerin-s sought.from Unity's
vorla-wide followin . When liyrtle Fillmorel died in 1931, Unity's
¥emorlal Committec decided that this new Unity Temple should be-
come & shrinec dedicated to her memorye. For seven ycars "Temple %
Barks" have been sent to all who would save for thls purpose,
The lot is still vacant, but a renewed appeal is being made in

this Golden Anniversary Year of 1939.

1on December 30, 1933, Charles Fillmore, then seventy=~
nine years of age, remarried, takin; as his second wife Cora Ge
Dedrick, fifty-seven years old, his secretary at the time of the
marriage.




