CHAPTER II

UNITY!'S PERIOD OF STRUGGLE

~he Early Years

when Mrs. Fillmore, cured of her consumption by Christian
gcience, decided to share her e_xperience with her ailing'friends,
ghe had no conception of what was. finally to emerge from that ex-
perience as 1t has taken form through the years. To-day the
swinged-Globe," symbol of Unity, is known around the world.l The
beginning was extremely simple., Mr, Fillmore, not yet fully won
to Christian Sclence, continued to extricate himself from his real

estate tumble; in fact, after he began work with Mrs, Fillmore,

lyr. Fillmore found the "Winged-Globe" in F. B. Dowd,
The Temple of the Rosycross, (Chicago: F. B, Dowd Publishing
Oey » . Dowd sa it was the sumbol of a "perfected
soul.” Modern Thought, I (Nove., 1882), 11, Mr, Fillmore now
gives the Tollowling explanation of its symbolism: "The winged
globe or sun disk, as & religious . symbol, had its earliest use in
Egypt, but it is found in various forms in the religions of other
races, It represents the relstion existing between Spirit, soul
and body, Soul gives wings to the body. Spirit is the envelop-
ing principle, like the atmosphere in which both soul and body
exist, and from which they draw their original inspiration.

"The winged globe is also a symbol of the earth and its
soul, The earth has soul, as have its products of every descrip-
tion. All exist in the luminiferous ether, the anima mundi, the
divine mother, When the people of the earth 1ift up their
thoughts to God, the Animus Dei or directlve Spirit, then the
Planet takes wings into a higher radiation of universal life--
the mortal puts on immortality. ;

"As man develops spiritual consciousness, he attains the
realization of the soul &8s the wings of the body. Back of the
soul g Spirit, It quickens and energizes the soul, that is, it
gives the soul wings. Artists paint their angels with wings, re-
€:°3°nt1ng in this way their freedom from physical fetters., But
the soul does not have wings like a bird, The life activity of
of o20ul is gquickened by Spirit until it rises above the thoughts
Je matter and floats free in the ether or fourth dimension which

8us called the kingdom of the heavens.
s "Pollow the teachings of Unity and you will realize for \
Jourselr that you are the winged globe,” (Charles Pillmore, "The
®d-Globe," Unity, LXXXIV (June, 1936), 66 f. | /
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. gontinued in that business until 1800. However, the two united

¢ 1889 to publish & little mazazine, Modern Thought. The first

{a0ue of this little sixteen-paée paper was one thousand coples,
sbout four pages were.given to advertisements of Christian Science
heoslers and the large list of occult literature then flooding the
comxrunitye. During that first yéar they carried one secular ad-
vertisement--that of & painless dentist, who had his office in

the same building.1 ¥rs, Fillmore was enthusiastically active

in trying to perfect a Christian Science organization in Kansas
City. She lmmediately called for a room large enough to seat

two hundred, which might be used as a meeting place. Such a room
was found in the Deardorf Buildingz, Eleventh and Main Streets,

and to this the Fillmores moved the office of Modern Thought

from the Journal Building where they had started. 1In Sepiember,
1889, Mrs, Fillmore invited those who would to join them there
in meetings twice each week, stating:

A few earnest men and women have undertaken to establish here
a center from which to radiate thoughts having for thelr
basis the love principle as taught by Christ, and they ear-
nestly ask for the cooperatign of all seekers after Truth,
regardless of sect or creed,

S
The services took the form of the Methodist testimony meetings
©f that time; only the testimonies were of healing. An added

feature was group-meditation upon some selected thought for a

Pro—

It 1lodern Thought felt that some explanation was necessary.
u.Imwum:ea That, while it did not feature miscellaneous adver-
suoo 8» this one came under the "category of human needs,” It
°;8§§:t°d. also, that the dentist's rooms were adjoining those
Christian Science Association, making it especislly con-

I ('ent for the ones attending their meetings. Modern Thought,
ove, 1889), 12,
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scnsiderable period of silence, In 1890 a few from this original

Zroup began to zather cach evening at nine otfclock to pray for

srose ip
o wey of helping those who were loyal in thelr search for Truth,

xtpouble, sickness or poverty," This was suggested as.

wut found themselves so "dominated by the surrounding error" that
thoy needed a helping hand to overcome their sins, ills, and trou-
bles. Absent healing had already been pronounced & success by
jeaders in the Mental=Cure movement, Any one mizht unite with
this group regardless of where he lived if he would agree to sit
{n the silence fifteen minutes each evening, meditating upon s
prooannounced thought. People having needs were encouraged to

write to Modern Thought and were glven to understand that there

would be no fees but, as each felt helped, he might advance the
work by a lovcoffering., The first thoughts held were quite
simple: "Holy 8pirit, thou hast glorified me," "Love and Wis-
dom--Jesus Christ." These are good examples; This group was soon
named "Soclety of Silent Help.," Their attention was already
turned to the area round sbout; and they sugzested that, wherever
two or three in a cormmnity had come into an understanding of the
Truth, these form & similar society and unite with the one in
Xansas City, The aim was to realize the presence of God so in-
tensely that all error of mind and body, at least in those ﬁrac-
$icing 1t, would be awept away, Thus from the beginning, two
Bothods of dealing witn problems were set up: first, that of
Peraonal miniatration; and, second, that of collective absentee
treatment, Botnh have been continued by Unity., The Fillmores
Personally carried on both types until 1808, when Mr, Fillmore
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withdrew from personal healing to give all his time to Silent
Unity. Most Unity Centers carry healers; thé local Kansas City/
society now has twelve.

The name of the other type of service was changed in 1891
to the "Society of Silent Unity," Within one year Silent Unity
was receiving daily from ten to twenty requests for aid; these
have so increased through the years that Silent Unity to-day 1s
not only the basic healing agency of Unity Sehool but is the pri-
mary channel through which money comes for the extension of her
physical equipment, This group answers all requests for ald of
every sort--physical, finencial, mental, soclal, religious, The
departument at first made no attempt to return & personal &auswer to
each request, Each inquirer reoeived a2 number and then he
looked in the next issue of the magazine to see the thouzht that
was being held for him at headquarters. ‘with the passing years
a master-organization h_,ad been perfected, and all correspondents
now receive personal attention, This does not me&n, however,

that each disease 1s carefully diagnosed and given specialized

treatment, Aithough Unity School has & textbook, Divine Remedies,

which suggests the physical or secondary causes of many diseases,
thaet is not important in the cure. Patients are encouraged to
tell about their troubles only so that they can free their minds
of the erron connected with it, As we shall explain later, Unity
thinks thet the seme prayer will work in healing any disease, In
fact, as early as 1611, Mrs, Fillmore declared that they had found
that the best results were obtained when they treated patients
°°1100t1"17.1

—
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Silent Unity has made a phecnomenal gfowth through the
jearse Fublished figures cre as follows: 1302, Silent Unity had
ten thousand registered members who held the evenin_: silence. By
1913 ti.is number had increased to twenty-six thousand, In 1910
they cleimed to be treatin; six tl.olsand persons weekly. In 1927,
treir banner year, Sllent Unity handled 600,007 letters and 1G, 717
tele;rams. During the depression years there was a considerable
decrease, MNrs., Clara lay Rowland, now ﬂead of the departnment,
explains that this was due to the fact that pedple did not have
the money for a love offerin\.1 Vhen the number of requests de-
clined Silent Unity wrote to many of the patients su:;:estlin; that
they continuc writing for help, assurin_ them that thelr prayers
woulc be acceptable until they were in positlion to continue theilr
love offering s, 'Many, however, refused to accept suvch service,
To-dey Silent Unity workers nurber one hundred and four. #any
of thesec rnave gone through tre nin; lasting frox two To three
years, Emprasis 1s placed on quick service, All letters are
handled b. the second day after they are recelived; telegrams ars
answe:ed at once, Two Silent Unity meetinzs are held sach day
in th¢ chapel to prey collectlvely for those who have asked for,
8ld, Each writer also "holds the thioucht" which le is sending
Lo the one who has made a request. One person is k;pt on duty in
tae prayer-room night and dey so that prayer is continuous in

81lent Unity.,

Silent Unity is now recelvién: about ten thousand letters
P

Cla llnformation concerninz depression effects came from
~ ¥8ra May Rowland, personal interview,




eacl: week, These are classifled by the office in five sroupss

health, prosperity, spiritual illumination, relijicus interpreta-
tion, and family troublecs or Lhuman relatlons, For many years
necarly all requests werc rcquests for prayers for hezlti:y then
procperit; became ths most usual subject of pctiticnes Letters
askzin_ for prayerc for health and for hel: in solvin_ fa:ily
difficulties are now at thc hcad of the 1list., In each of its
replies Silent Unity sends three thin _s--a preyer to be I:eld for
the dlffic:.lty, a statement as to thc m.aning of the teackings of
Unity, and instructions as to how each can cooperate with Unity
in helpin_ themselves, These lnstructions cleosc with a section
called "Compensation," which will be discussed later.

16 year followin; the organization of Silent Unity was
ler;ely consumed by the argumenis over the nature of ti:eir teach-

in s s related to the use cf the term "Christiar Science," That

story has beer: told, In 1Ei2 Modern Thou:2it, now Trou-lit, was

moved to larger quarters in the Eall Buildin;, Ninth and walnut
Strsets, Kensas City. A snail composling roon was sut up, but the
forms were sent out for printin:, By late 1832 Xr, Filluore, who
until ti.ls t.me had hesitated to try personal Lheelin , felt that
ke was able to dexonstrate change in his own p?y&ical condition,
He tren united wit:. Mrs. Fillmore in the advertisement: "Crarles
&nd Myrtle Fillmore, leccher.ard Healers." Both wrote prolifi-
celly for thelr mazezine; ke used the pen=name "Leo Virgo," ard
Mrs, Fillmore signed her articles witl her initial "i," The home
and the three growirn: children were cared for by Mary (Stone)
Fillmore, Charles! mother, who had arrived to make her home with
__ the family shortly after they settled in Eansas City. 8She, &

|
— l‘




-49-

1arze, assertive typc, so possessed the home life that Myrtle 5

wes able to do little there althou:h she was a home-lovinz woman.
This pertially explains wiy Eyrtle Fillmore gulte early developed
g children's department in thelr magazine under the name Miee
@1sdom.” She decided in 1855 to make this depertaent into a
separats magazine, but In 1835 it was retufned to tie original
-sa_azirc., However, in 16:¢, wee Vilsdom was éive: a cecond chance,
it is now onc of Unity's most popular majezines Wiill & range of
influence far beyond t:ose incerested in Unity's reli:;lous teuch=-

S

When Modaern Tnoushit was first lssued 1iv carried display
gavertisements for heaelers and te-cl.ers. Tr.esc graj@allyvin-
crcesed in both size and numbers 8o as to crowd out many other
thin:s. In 1&94 the editor announced a new policy; henceforth
e wo .1d publisl. only & hecler'es directcry, givirns namc and ad-
dress., He declared that while thelr real mess&gc was a "prenewing
of the mind throuch richteousness,” so much exnphasis vas being
put in healin: s that it rcsemblod "patent medicine metlods.“l
Tre columns of the mazaz ne¢ werc at that time clcced t-. &ll save
t ose wio prectliced "iurc 2ind Leallnz" onlye. Thc cost of plac-
in_ onc's nam in the director: wes two dollars, whilckh could be
paiad ohly by settinz fo:r new subscribers to the paper, The
"Unity Book Company," the nazc under which the Fillmores had been
transacting business since 161, was re-organized as the "Unity

Tract Society® in May, 1657, Tils was in 1.nc witlh Mre Flllmore's

general thinking as pxoressed in his comment on hcaling methods:

Lyyought, VI (June, 1694), 130 (editorial)e
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we did it that our publishin: department mi ht be relieved
of tic appecarance of a commcrcial venturc. Tire dellar tag
ras been so persistently hun; on this movement in its various
depertuents that it has becom: known to tlLe pudlic at large
as a new systen of therapeuties, with the usual financial
appendlix, instead of a religion end its unselfish iiSpensag
tion. « « + Ihis 1s not a business but a minlstry.

T s fiprst period was clearly the mental hcalth periods Although

1

troy spoke of prosperity in 1890, the Fillmores placed no emphasis

3
.

w-on it but followed the trend of all similar -roups of the day
until clmost tlie turn of the century. Mr, Fillmore's first such
article, "Overconm:n; the FPovorty ldea," first appesred in 1895,2
gEis most publicized article fevorin:; Vegetarienims, "Flcsh Eating,

yotopiysicelly Consldered," first was issued in 1896,

Unitv Or.:anizes

Unit: Soclety of Practical Christianity

In 1838 the Fillmores moved their _rowin; orgenization
from the Hell Buildin_ to a brick cotta;e, 131% lcGee Stroet,
where it remained for the next seven years, Tiie records indicate
that trese were the group's khepgsliest yecars, By cecurin; a small
printin_ press they became equipped to comrlete all their worl;
tieir staff increased until tliere were ten con_enlel spirits on
it, aon_ whom wa: tle irrepressiblc Jcrnnle iH. Croft, who was a
drivins force in the movement for more tkan thirly y.arc, By 1800
the circulation of the ma;aziné had increesed bezona eizht thou-

8and, and all were kept busy. One of their numﬁer prepared

lunchesn for the group each da,, & vegetarian meel, and thus was
e —e—

A)

lunity, VIII (Hay, 1627), 363 (editorial).

“Unity, XI (Auge, 183.), 57 ff,




started what was later ﬁo blossom out as Unity Vegotarian’Inﬁ.

Interest incrces:d, and subscriptions poured in until lt\
becamc apperent thst these quartérs would not lon - be sufficlent
to nmeet the demands of the mazazine., The locel (roup also needed
larser quarters for theilr Sunde. services. Therefore, the first
financial cauxpalzn of Unlty.was launci:ed., In July, 1205 "The
Un.ty Society of Practical Christianity" was incorporated as a
holdling corporation witk a board of directors numbering twelve,
of wrich W, G. Haseltine was preslident, The soclety wus orgaﬁized
for "sclentific and educational p.rposes viz., thc study and de-
monstration of Universal Law."1 It was given power to fix quali-
fications and conditlions of memberskip end to purchase and hold
any and &1l k.nds of property for its exclusive use and benefit.
Onc rof the by-laws gave it the right to llcensec properly qualified
persons "to perforz all the privileges of & minister of the gos-
pel," and to grant a diplome to tiose qualified for spccial lines
of service, Appeel was made in thc magagine for contributions.
The fipst month fifty-five dollars was reported., By Septenber,
1304 this had incressed to six hurdred twenty-one dollers and
el rty=-two cents. ’

Frosperity Treatments

Unity's "Prosperity Thou ht" and trcatments were concelved
in the midst of its first financial campaign. For some years
Inity Lad carried two meditations, a "Hoon-Thought" and a "Class-

Thouzht® for th: evening silence., In April, 150% the "FProsperity

l'I'he Unity Society of Practical Christianity, e ba
(Pamphlet,) '
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Thou ht" replaced thc "Loon=-Trou ht." Mr, Fillmore made a two=\

pase explanation of the chan-e, thi substance of wilcl. can Lest
Le expressed in his woras: "It is our rizht tc be pPOSperous."l
in July he continued the education. of Lis readerc by informing
thon tlhat poverty, like sickness, was e disease and should be

treated in the same fasllon, He also cnnounced that thiey rad

e A b T N g U B R B T T

pe-un to treat delinguent subscribers for prosperity Wwith very

-ratifyinc res.lts. Ti-is statement aroused numcrous criticiszs
and with them the sugzestlon that they should apply the medicine

to tremselves so ti.at iley would not have to meke appcals for

3

buildin; funés. Iire Fillmore's exrlanation 1s important to ean

< . ~ s
understanding of thkelr gosition: : -

There 1s gqulte a lot of misconception cnd increc.llty
abou: tlre prosperity pert of our work, becausc peoplc c¢o not
understand ite o o o The foundation of it all and tlic me-
dium throu_h which 1t is accomplished is the Universel lind.
Tiis is all pres.nt and open tO all who will tale advartace
of its potentialities. vhatever man wants he can have by
voic.n_ Lis desire in the rizht way into the Universal liind,.
it 1s pregnant with infinite possibilities, under certain
laws,

One of tiesc laws of mind is thouglit radiation, from
center tc clrcumference. Each. individual hes e miri center,
w ici. radlates its ideas to the body and immediate environ=-
ment, So an aj regation of individuals cen establ si. a
thou r:t centcr, from wl.ich may be redieted ideas of a hizher
polency than th:c averace surrounding thousrts, if ell agree
uporn ccrtain ldeas and mentally concentrate to that end. You
see it 1s a mere matier of unifyin; our thou hts and ralsing
then to a hi_i rate of radletion.

vwe form cthe center of a [ roup, end trosc wi. have faith
in our pouer and wi:0 8re cooperatin: witn us in thou;ht, are
tr.c worxing circumferences. “e declare the icea, and radiate
it forth; they cateh 1t mentslly end execute it in thelir
affairse ¢ o o ‘

As a Hzalti Center, we ractlete certain ideas aboul health,
and peoplc wro put their minds in right relstion are healed
éalily all over the country.

lcharies Fillmore, "ixplanation of Prosperity Trougkt,”
Unity, XX (April, 1904), 225.
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As a Prosperity Center, we radlate cortain ideas about
prospcrity, anc t.ose w o believe in the poiier, open thelr
minds and cacelr thoughts that help them to become more pros=
perousS.

Those iinorant of the process jump to the conclusion that
1f wo know tle law cf procperlty 890 well we should teke ad=-
vantage of it ourselves and become .illioneires. The fact
1e we deal with the criginating ideas only; vyou who werk in
the world's affairs carry 1t oul. A parallcl is that of the
inventor, who selden sots tle financlel profit out of his
ideas,==tl:c promoter and ti.e dealer in the manufactured ar-
ticle meks the monlye

vie do not drive & Lard bergalin wisl. vou anu demend that
you ‘si.&11l pa;y we in advence & stated sim for cur lerlth o
prosperity raciations, but mecrely ask jou to return to us a
tithe of tlho _o5d thal comes L0 JOu. 4 Just mar oY women
w11l do this without compulcion, ard wo fipnd trnit our radle-
tions do not r.uch the unjust and mniscrly.

»

Durin  tuc lattcr part of 1.04 end cerly 1v05, whlie the

prosperity Giscusslon vacs in progress 1littlc wes se

>

w
m
o
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new neadguarters'! funa started thLc veer befcrce. But trhe leaders
lac beern searciin_ and 1.ed found a sulteblc sitc at 5135-215 Trecy
Strect, ebout twelivc bloclts from the business centcr of tke city.
Ti.ey now announced their purchase end asked for dornationz to the
amownt of & kundred thoucand gollars with wihicl: thcy planned to
srect a publisking plent, ¢ sanitariuva, and a hselin: tecple, .all
in one., Lver, subscriber of Uniltc wes acled to send a :1ft and
with 1t & blessing wiiich might be rlaced in the cornerstone of
the new buildinge
The "nReo Leaf" Controversy

Gorx on their new bulldin: was scarcelf under way when'

the Fill-orc precipitated the most prolon_ed and rronounced

criticism of tneir cureers. Tils was tie controvercss over the

lcpurles Flllaore, "About Prosperity Treatnents,” Unity,
XXI (Dec,, 1304), 366f,




use of tre "Red Lezf.," The "iealin " end "prosperity" thoughts
of Unity, Cctoler, 1:0%, ceme forth on & pase bricht red in colore
Trne followling explarel o. accompanied 1t:

i leal hac Toel: 8 irivwally created bty tkhe Unlty So-
ciety members in Kanses Citve. It 1is ctar-2d wltl: heelling-
tiou ht power 4l .il1 connecct all wio use 1t vitk the Jdesus
Christ conscloi sness. -

Hold it in your hands rile repcatin: over and ove: the
words of Trubl and you will feel the Fouicr of the Holy Spirit
anL oo proaise of Jesus Cchrist will be filfllled ir you
asccordin_ tc your faltls :

.6 ne_ablve res; orte to t.-.is was much sreeter tran tc the "Yros-

pority Thou;hb." fentitaiter pontly iire fill:iorc dofended tlelr
actione lils caitoriels &re & revelation of the ct.aracter of his
£ niring. 1 quote foom & nuaver of themi

vie respect tl.c conservative element, vut we are nct to be
hampered by whet ~trcrs thinke. We are guided by tle Spirit
in E&an,. ;

I woulc asiz you WhLo ©re object n to tils iied Leafl es a
i:elp to concentrat:.or, Gi¢ Jesuc ley hands on o gic!s and
;:eal thea in many instances; did he put clay on tr:e tlind
ments eyes; did he oy, WThese siins shell follow thin that
believes s o o 8nd they shall lar¥ hands on the sick and they
srall recover: Did fa.l bless tho hendsescchicle t1at nealed,
and did the sicii recover {rom the shadow of rster. e i
the #oly Giost p wor--anotner dejree of menifestation beyond
that of Spiritusa nercertion, yvet under the ¢ W

T.ero iz o va.t c¢ifiference betwoen layin  or Ol honds
witr prayer, &n- levin; cn o hands without rre’’tle One 1is ©
spiritual h.giir. , wi.lle the other 1s mercly ria-ice Those
1n tie understandln of the law throu'h vaick mind manifests
jmow wry this ls 50 The hard is a corduct-r OL t¥c current
whicl: the 1 ALl ¢cenera.cs in thc mind, If the I All ic fixed
on God, @ cilrcct €9 ~occt.on is made with th: Unc Life, wkile
11 at.entiocr is on the rana, end humen ma netism the hihest
concept, there is but a very limited 1lilc £1lO0W, o o -»

T1.1c ncd Sucet has been prescnt at tic S lert Tnity meet-
ingc, botl. cpen ans closed sesslons, for tre 1luct filtcen
davs, and carries not onlv the statement of Truth, but also
a grcat sudbsizance radiation, tha& connects it with owr Center
and throusl us witlh Divine Mind,.

4

lyptey, XXIII (Oct., 1905), inserte

2charles Fillmore, "The Red Leaf,” Uritd, XXIII (Dec.,
1905), 366 fe -




The Red Leaf 1s not to be used s a musterd plaster or &
magnetic belt, by those wi:o are in the understandin; of the
Truth, but as an aida to concentratione. Bold it in your hands
and slowly read the words over, then close your eves and re-

at tlhem mentallye Do tiis until your m:nd is seturated
witl: the thou ht. Then meditate upon {1ts meeanin;, and let: it
sinkx deep into your consc ousnesse. This 1s the right use of
.he Ked Leaf.

But we would not be truthful if we did not plainly tell
you that the +ed Leaf is charged with a spirituval, mental,
physical poienty not common to the outer world, and docs put
those wio use it into a certain unity with higher realms of
comnsc.owusSness, accordin; to thelr ralthe 1L 15 28 used as &
physical aid, by ap.lying to the ailin; parts, it increases
the vital flow eand allays paln; epplicd mentally, it helps to
zatl:er tho scattered tiou hts. e o o Tr:is 1is not humen
ma netisn, but a 1ife current direct from the Fountain ilead.
The dliterence betwcen enimel manctisa and this spiritual
force is difficult to explein, because of the laci of under-
gtendin; of tie pelatlons which the var.ous plencs of con-
sciousness bear to one anotl:cr., The open door to thke Great
Life Fountain is the rd Jesus, Wwlo86 disciples we &re, and
who.e power wé invoke.

Ti.e qu.stion 1s asked by many wky they et so muvech stronser

realization of sriritual power w.en hold:n  the thousht with
the ked Leafl in their hands. The polarity of 2ll forms 1s
accepted ac @ scientific fact, and in tkis 1s involvcd the
potency of the ned Leaf. Han has his poeitive and negative
poles=--the mind bein. the positive and the body the nczative,
All thoughts and states of consciousness have this "yes" and
neyt or positlive and negative points of action. - Hcalth 1s
narmony and balance belween the "yes" and "no" of conscious-
ness. Any thousht havit that continually throws the positive
and affirmetive to certain brain centers, and depletes other
centers, must f nelly res 1t 1in co ~estion of vital force,
nerve fluid, blood. This produces nearly sll the ills that
flesr. 1is helr to. The remedy 18 mentel and phyeical poise
and equilibrlui.

How shall we & _&ain balance our forces 8O that every func-
tion srell recelve its proper supply of vital:ty? Through
ri_ht thou Lt Equelige your tk:inkin;, and you will force
tizc blood into its proper channels. g

You need help to do tric. That is the office of the Red
Leaf, Vhen you take it in your hands, your thou ht 1s throb-
bin_in your hcad, and you cannot "jet co." But u8 you hold
the leaf, and q-ietly rcpeat thc words, your attention is
direcLed to the paper, and your tnoucht follows, and the de-
pleted ne_ative of consclousness 1o reised to a degree of the

lcharles Fillmore, "How to Use the Red Leef," Unity,
XXIV (Jan., 1906), 31.
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positive;1

No cleim 1s made tl.et there 1s any beal.ng virtue in the
Red Loaf--some mind must be charged with the healing thousht
before it 1s concentrated upon trhis visible exp.ession, Those
who try Lo usSG 1t as a mustard ;laster will miss the mark of
tpue healin,. But witl: mentol cooperat.on it can be applied
to the nerve centers in the body and hel: the Spirit in its
word of peace. The mind and tle body ofton getb separated,
and treatmentec are like empty repetitions of parrot-like
words., This ic caused by a rate of mina vivration so high
that thc body does not sence it, The mental vibratlons pass
through the physical es & ver; hi L voltege of electriclty,
which meets with no resistance and is not rfelt., Here the
Led Leafl forms & centcr of union between these separated egos,
and the mlnd 1is a_&ain restored to 1ts 1awful dominions

To use bthe hed Leaf in this month's Unity: Tlace it on
the nerve center nearest the affected part and mentally af-
firm, "Spirit--lind [1luaines and Healsa" T 1% 15 & hendr
aclhe, place the sheet on the foroheads If st .mech ache,
place 1t on the pilt of the stomach, etc. Always remenber
that the ovject of tris process 1is to concentrate Spiritual
thoushts in the mind thet moves the body, to the end that
they may be tpransofmred by the Srirlt, With: ti-is understand-
in , we assurce you no spirityel deter:oration will occur
throush use of thie Red Leaf.

The Red Leaf was soon widely publicizad. In July, 190G, one

E. B, Lyman grote an inqulry to The New vYoriz Times about this

nchristien Science in @ plaster gshape." His comments sucipest

the 1nterpretation,given to it by the unbelieving public:

You may pav & dollar for & year of Unitz, published in
Kansas City, Moe, and receive as an {nsert in each month's
nunmber the wonderful Red Leaf. Have you & toothache, & can=
cero. s growths. o e anything that can be classed as &n i1l

of the flesh? Merely apply the Ked Leaf to or near the af-
fected oirgan and, presto, you 8re healed. There are no ex-
pensivo books to buy, RO npeaders” to glve absent treatment
to your moncye Just & little Red Leaf and yOUe e ¢ » Fer-
haps your health is good, but your financial status 1s not

1$harles Fillmore, "Questions about the Red Leaf," Unity,

XXIV (April, 190¢), 239

& etes Filiors; "RIGHY Use of the Red Leaf,® Unity,

XXIV (May, 1906), 335 fe
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what 1t ouzht to be, from your unéelfish colnt of view.s o o &
Simply apply the little Ted Leaef to pocketbook or business
letter head, or sleep with it under your pillow, and you
will experience a turn 1ln thce tide of your afiairs and you
will zet a prompt harvest of tke "on; greens.,"” Or perhaps
you are wealthy and well, but are not ccntented with your
psyciological make=-up. Apply the §ed Leaf as directed and
cet confidence, trust and couraee
Tre editor of Unity, upon recelving tils statoment, declared that
he himself could not have written a better sumary of the virtues
of thc Red Leal, report.n: thet many serlous letters of ingiiry
haa come vecausc of the frce advertis .ng they hed thus recelved.
The dilscuss.on continued into 1208, Unity offered to send the
Red Leafl under separate cover to any of its rcaderc whio deslred
more than one, saylng: "In this way we expect to add increased
power to the leaves, as they will be especially prepared for each
applicant."2 The June, 1907 Leaf was of pinl: colored paper. The
editor gsave two reasons for tris chan_eg first, the westher was
too warm for red; and, second, the dominant woréd in the tlought
for the month was "Love" and its rediatlion i1s pink, "W.en you
sce a pink radiation in the silence you mey know that the nmost
active thousht in your consc .ousncess is 1ove.'3 Afterwards other
colors were used to correspond with the thou hts expressed; as

late as 1934 Unity wes experlumenting with colors as symbols or

manifeostations of particular thou hts.

1z, B. Lyman, The New York Times, July 15, 1906, quoted
in Unity, XXV (Aug., 190%), 126,

2Unity, XXV (Oct., 190C), 313.
3unity, XXVI (June, 1807), 407.
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The FPinanciael Strugile

Contributions and Bonds

While the Red Leaf discussion was progressing, the first
Unity structure was slowly tekin; form. The estimated cost was
twenty thousand dollers, about six thousend of whicl: went for the
sitc, Beceuse the money was slow in belin_ roclized the trustees
of Unity Society of FPracticel Christlanity decided to offer twelve
thousend ¢ollars in bonds to 1ts edrerents, The appear for funds
was constant in Unity msgazine, and the corncrstone dedication
was postroned that people might have additional opportunity to
place thelr blessin s on 1t, A critic wrote kr. Fillmore that
tric wes just a scheme to et people to contribute. ¥r, Fillmore
was equally frank in his reply:

Viell, what if we are? 1Is it not & good proposition?
whoever contributes gets & place in the cornerstone of the
first exclusively New Thought structure in the country, It
identifies you with the most powerful spiritual center on
tnhis plenet, and you are constantly in touch with higher
planes of consciousness through us.

we ..ake tils possiblc through: our eternal spiritual Yini-
lence. Dlitght and dal, montal erd spirit el forces a.o being
penerated and sent forti. into the race ninéd fro.. t.1s center,
end ti.ose wi.o identify themselves with us a1 envcioped 1n a

great life-giving aura ihat perpetually imperts heclth, pro-=
tectlon anc prosperitye.

Perkaps it w.s thc very avdacit: of hls clelns that attracﬁed for
he insisted trat, while many'thou;ht it wes & %;ttle thinz to _et
their namcs in the cornersbons, the timc wo 1d soon cone when
thoy wo.ld class it as & privilege and honor equﬁl to trhe "sign-

ins of tre Declaration of the Independences”

1“Questions and Answers," Unity, IXIV (May, 1906), 296.
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Unity's first building wes dedicated Aujust, 1306 as a
MChurcli, & Sc:.ool and a Health Dispensary.“l At that time love
offerin-s totalling; six thousand dollars hed been contributed,
and the Socicty was 1n dett for the rost, - The ycare immcdliately
followin ; werc largely . lvcn over to schecmes for 1lifting tlis
debte Hardly en 1issue of the nmajazine is published without sone
a.peal; most of the means used by orgenizations of that day to
a-tract money we:c employed. Announcement was made that S:lent
Unity wes gilvin prosperity trecatments to all who had already
maode contrlibutions, and thejy werc be:n; especizlly prospered for
their outlay. Souvenir postcards, views inside and outside of
the bullding, were oflered with: thec assurance thaet wl.oever bought
them wo.ld xnow thet his mite was "bein; invested in th; safest
bank on earth." The Wohen's Auxiliary, or:enized for somc time,
contributed in the usual manner of such church crsanizat:i:onse-
giving bezaars, suppers and lectures, Unity Guild for young
peorlc wus orgerized, Januzry, 1907, and in two ycars it was eble
to contribute tireec hundred ninety-four dolla:rs to thc fund., Tre
Unit, emblem, the "Win_ed=Globe," made into a pin, was offered at
one doller to trose wio desired the article, and a souvonir "Chi-
ne Flate, witk ghotograph cfl the buildin;," was sold to aih in
liquidating the debt. .

The cllimax of the campalgn was reached in the "Frosperity
Dollar De—onstration.,® Ir Hovember, 190 the trustees of Unity

Society announced that they would mail a new paper dollar, blessed

like the Red Leat, to any who would agree to use it as & nucleus

lunity, XXV (Sept., 1906), 201,
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ebout which to _ather prosperity thoughts. Tiis was to be a de-
monstration that God is the prosperity of his people, wmvery aﬁ-
plicant must a_ree to "lold the Prosperity Thou kt" attached to
trc dollaer every day until December 20 and then rebturn tlc dollar
to Unity Soclety with any incrcase which hed beer. manifusted in
nis affeirs as & res.lt of thc treatment. Two ti.ousend one hun=-
ared eighty-one new bills viere walled, anu wien the rcturns came
tre emoun: wes four tiousand ei&ht.bundred forty-eigiit dollars,
Since the total oxpense was only one hundred seventy-~tiree dol-
larc, the Soclety realized almost two thousand five hundred dol-

lars toward its debt, and the demonstration w..s pronounced & suc-=

KMeanwiile, money for the care of the new buildin; hzd to
be raised, and the éxpenses of tre Sociéty incident to its Sunday
pro;ra:s had to be met. Those were estimeted at approximately
ei hteen dollarc per wecx, which: was to come I{rom the regular
Sunday offerings. Added to thic was a love offering; for t:e
speaser of the d&ye Trhe love ollerings generally ran much more
tren the forzer, and the trustees lLad -reat difficulty in secur-
in_- from the members and tihelr visiting friends funds sufficlent
to meet the need. Lech month they puvlished a report, For many
wecks during 1903-190v the weekly offerin;s for current expenses
averazed lesc than fiveo dollers. Therefore, money sent from

friends away from Kansas City, who thought they wers centributing

to the to the 1ifting of the debt, had to be used for local expenses.

Tris did not seem right to the leaders; so tho editor of Weekly

Unity, & little paper but recently started by the locel group for

et .
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thelr own enli htenment, commented:

Put the nickel, dime, quarter, dollar into tho envelope,
end if necessary do wlthout some little luxury that means
practically nothin  to you, a drink of soda water, i élpat;

a little candy, chewin; gum or thouglitless expense.
One wonders what had happened to thelr procpsrity demonstrations!
Only two thousand hal sent love offerin;s and got tlelr nemes 1n
the cornerstone of the bullding, yet at ti.lis tlme therc were six
thousand subscribers to Unity. These wcre now asked to send @
Christmas pift of one doller each for the buillding fund. Finelly,
in April, 1809, "Unity Correspondence Scl:00l" was opened, and

lessons begen to go out to students on the love ofiering besls.

Unity Soclety announced the liquidation of the debt in July, 1911,

Frosperlty Denks

Before the bullding was paeid for 1t ww.s outgrown by the
expandin, work of Unitye. During this time there had been two
orgenizations: ﬁnity Soclicty of Fractical Christlanity, set up
1in 1705 &s & holdin_ corporation; enc Unity ‘ract Soclety, per-
sonal prop.rty of tre Fillmores, publisters of Unlty and dee Wis-
dom. All business was handled by the lattver company, and they
in turn made & love of.ering of slx hundred dollars annually to
the locel soclety fbr Lre use of the buildinge. In 1909 the next
lot wes purchased by the Unity Tract Soclety ara appeal was made
for at least fifty thousand dollars to erect a plant sufficient
to muet the growlng neeas of the business. By January, 1310 the

correspondence school had enrolled eight Lundred, and eall these

1w, 1ittle Plain Talk," Weeily Unity, I (Sept. 4, 1909), 1.




were regularly contr;butin¢ love offerings. The leaders then
recelved anothir of their inspirations, and the "Prosperity Bank"
sprang into existencc as a supplement to the "Frosperity Bless=-
in;." Certairly the adherents of Unlty wanted its lLeclp in achiev:\
in_ prosperity ana also wished their friends tec enjoy the same
rrcat privilejsel e "}rosperiﬁy Bank" was ori:inated &s e tech-
rigue for makin_ such & purpose effective, Those desiring special
prospex ity trecetments were asked to write for a bank, They thus
pledoed trhemselves to tle use of Unity's "Frosperits Thousht" es
directed for a period of ten weeks, The user placed a ten cent
coin 1n the bank each weei as a reminder and earnest of the pros=-
perity which was rigshtly his, Silent Unity e_reed to glve one
month's treatment to eacl: usir as 1ts part of the cdemonstration,
After ten weeks the user coulcd forwzrd one doller toc headquarters
witl. thhe nemc of some Ifriend to whom he desired onc of Unity's
masazines sent for the next jear., No statistics a:e availaeble

to chow how repidly the 1dea too: rold, but in 1825 Unity School
announced that they wecre ma'l ng an avera;e of i l:t trhousand
barks eacl. month, The "Frosperity Bank™ has becn an intcgral
part of Unity's subscription system since 1510 end to-day 1s par-

ticularly pushed in the mascazine Good Business. Thec fcllowing

advertisement suggests the type ol appeal made to thelir con-
atituents:
Wiy use Unity Prosperity; Bank

Because it gives you a working knowledge of mind and soul
action in contracting the dynamic thin;s of Spirit,

Because it trains you to look back of appearance for &ll
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that you can j;ossibly need or want,

Because it teuches you how to cr.ate what you need from the
formless substence of the invisible realm of God.

Eccause it relicves your mind of all care, uncertainty and
Tcar regerdin_ money matiters,

because 1ts use mekes you strictly honest, Just, free, gen-
crous and forgiving in all monetary deelin:s,

Because 1t helps to take your ettention from petty, sordia
consideratlions of makin; ends mcet, of rainy cays, or hoard-
in_ end scrimping.

Becausa it leaves you free to put the best of yourself into
your work, knowin_ that Gocd obrings the incroase,

Pecavse 1t puts you in touch with Silent Unity, wl.ich holds
you In prayerful mecitetion for succass, '

Because and tiis is the most imyortant becauvse-~it makeos you
rr.ow yourself as an heir of God; and as & co=worker with him
in bringin: fortl: into visible expression L:ic Eerfect uni-
verse, Tiis 1s your prerogctive. liow usc 1itl
Thils plan of to-=day calls for a drill of seven weells witi. three
dcllars saved, thus doin; three times as mucl. for tli cause as

when the "rrosperity Barks" were first sterted.

"Silent-70"
Unity School of Christianity also hes its rissionary sys-

tem, or _.anizea in June, 1lvlO, As Jesus close scventy eni =sent

them out into the towns and villages round etout, so Unity sends
out its "Silent=-70," except that the scventy have becomse ajtbole
army, when the first cell was made for a groug to distribute

free literature, many more than seventy r;s;cnded; so they were
enrolled in' croups of that number, each group bein: desipgnated

by a letter. By July, 1912, groups to the letter "i." had been

set ur. Tke direcfor of the department, Miss Kate F. Robertson,

—

Yonity, LVIII (May, 1925), 38,




reports that "Silent-70" has enrolled sbout six thousand since
the departmznt began.l Doesire to srrcad the gocpel of Unity is
the only rreparation necessary to join the group. The literature
1s sprceod primarily throu ii institutlonse-crphow, pentl, scldiers!

end sailor:s! homes, hospitaels, .county joor farns, and &ny other

ct

et will accept tl.e service, For exam; lc, the American Red

Cross, Hew Yorxk, receives one hundred fifty wec ¥#icdons nmonthly.
Libreries, demestic and foreign, arc alsc sup licd from tiis de-

partasnt, At the present time therc are approzmimatiely twelve
hundred on Unitv's meilin. list, The literature thus cent 1s
mostly of two sorts, recent lssues of thelr several mazazlines
and paphlets, Durin_ 1:.32 "Silent-70" mailed 313,405 separate
piccoes of litcraturc. Recont issucs of th stzines were dlse

tributed in the followin; proportion: Yeekly Tnlty, 7,000;

Daii: Vo:d, 2,500; Unity, 1,600; Good Busines., 1,509; nee vis-

dcia, 1,600; Fro ress, 1,5 O, Tils was a montily cistricut

y L£10..1C588 -43 OTle

je

Tiie.e are also 24,750 annual subscriptionc cf current maazines
now crharged to the eccount of "Silent=70," The literature 1s
sent wlerever trere is a member of the group wro will assume
rcs onsiblility for its calstribution.

The depart-ient specializes in prison prepscenca. Since

1u22 it has glven 10,000 coples of Lessons ir Fruth with an

annual subscription to one or more mazaz ' nes to prisoners and 1s
now corres_pndin; with soxe two thousand inmetes of prisons, The
local organization at Kansas City also visits the neerby federal

and state prisons at Leavenwortl ani Lansling, Kenses, once each

1stetement by kKste F, Robertsor, personal interview,
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month, carrylng an appropriete program, T:e department adver-
tises that it does no "welfare work" for discherged prisoners,
Another work of wnich "silent=70" 1s quite proud 1s tre free dis-

tribution of literature in Braille, Two books, Lessons in Truth

and Findin- the Christ, bot: writter bty H. Enllle Cady, and two

mo azines, Unity Dally Yord and ¥ee Viisdom, arc novw evailable to
any competent to usc the:, In 1532 tvio thousand end forvy month;
1y copies of the former magezine were distributed, The money for
t:1s ¢-mes frow the ro-istered membLers of “S;lent~70" vio contrie-
sute love ofierin:s and from others they can interest in thls
¥ing of work. Spcciel appeel 1s now made for contributions to

e "ppison Fund" and to the Breille side of tlie work,

Some icéeca of the rats of growth of the Unity movement in
tre eerly nineteen hundreds can be gained frcnm statistics pub-
lished in 1510.1 Trew then roported more tl.arn three hundred mem=
bere of the locel Kansos City Soclety with an avere e Surday
scrool attendance for the year of ome hundred fourteen. Fifteen
hundred vere reglstered in the Corresondence Sclool; twenty
thousand wocre member:z of Silent Unity, and the business of Unity
Tract Society required forty full-time worlers, Unity Vegétarlan
Inn wes now ministerin_ not only to the workcrs but to £ll who
desired such service. A special vegetarlian nudber of Tnity was
iesued, February, 1911; end shortly the Unity Pure Food Company,
a veretarian "depot or store,” was established so thet people
'might buy proper foods to teke tne place of meat. In 1906 Hr,

Fillmcre bad trled to give a praecticel turn to thic side of the

15ee Weekly Unity, II (Nov. 84, 1910), 8.




movement by organizing & "yew Thousht Diet" department in Unity,
which he ezpected to grow'into e ma-azine, but the jdea did not
materielize. During this period Unity Inn was run on the basis
of love offerings-=-"ecat what you 1ike and pay what you please.”

In February, 1811 Unity annowunced trot the love of:erings for

tnis service nad netted above exXpenses two tr.ousand d-llars in
Y

the previous eizht months,




