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terse recapitulation of the first chapter of Genesis before man
appears on the scene.

John the Baptist is introduced in verse 6. We know he sym-
bolizes the mentality and we should remember this symbolic
scaffolding as we go on. When we begin to train the mentality
to think properly, it often goes off on a bit of a tangent for a
while. John is a perfect symbol for this, since he has driven
himself fanatically and trained himself to have no feelings ex-
cept those which he thinks are proper. He has stripped himself,
and this is often the initial misconception of people who have
started to train their minds. We are then told that he was a wit-
ness to the Light, but he himself did not possess it.

Then we come to verses 9-12 which have been so miscon-
strued as to- alter the meaning and interpretation of this section
and, as a result, of the entire Gospel. John is used as a symbol
for the mentality which has a knowledge of the past and inter-
prets the present in its light, as well as a prophet who foretells
what is to come. Then the writer once more refers to the crea-
tion of Man and says, to paraphrase these verses, that God gave
a part of Himself to His creation and that is the spiritual part
of every human being. But people did not realize this and had
no contact with it, and only those who did were able to receive
the benefits of that contract. But these verses have been inter-
preted as referring to the person of Jesus alone, which is where
the difficulty arose. There have been a number of editorial al-
terations, even in the Gospel of John, and the assumption be-
hind them has been that this portrayed Jesus, in spite of what
is said in verses 12 and 13. This misinterpretation is one of
the major reasons for the deification of Jesus becoming incor-
porated as doctrine.

The parenthetical phrase in verse 14 is obviously inserted.
In reality the “Word was made flesh’” to the degree that we man-
ifest it. Every time you or I make a demonstration the Word is
made flesh, because at some time prior to that we have spoken
the Word: we have re-created the perfect idea and then seen it
manifest in the physical. It has been dwelling among us from the
beginning of time, but few have understood It or made any effort
to contact It.

Verses 15-28. Verse 21 is interesting because the very fact
that they would ask this shows that they believed in reincarna-
tion. It comes out quite clearly here because they would not ex-
pect him to be Elijah or Moses unless they believed in rebirth.
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his power, told Mary not to touch him when she first saw him.

A materialization in the seance room is one of the easiest
things to fake, but I have seen two definitely authentic material-
izations which were sufficiently substantial so that as the mater-
ialization passed around the room it was touched by each person.
There was no doubt that it felt like human flesh. However, a
genuine medium is not able to sustain this much longer than 45
minutes. Those that are not genuine can continue for hours and
this is one of the ways in which you tell the difference. Actually
the materialization is composed of the life substance, the life
force of the medium which emerges from certain regions of the
body and it is such a tremendous physical drain that it cannot
be sustained for long.

Now to return to Jesus, there was undoubtedly some stress
during this period and because of this and the shortage of time,
he probably was unable to completely solidify and mold the
etheric, in order to be recognized upon each occasion. We are
not told that Thomas did not recognize him. I have the impression
that Thomas believed, as almost everyone did at that time, in
discarnate entities, but that he felt it may have been a figment
of his imagination, or possibly an impersonation. Consequently,
the wounds were proof to him that it was actually Jesus. It is
also unusual that he was able to eat and remain with them for
such a long period.

The 200 cubits mentioned in verse 8 signify dependency,
cabalistically, and tell us that the disciples are now dependent
on each other. And then in verse 11 we are told they caught
153 fishes which reduces to a 9 symbolizing that this was the
end of this cycle for the disciples and in the new cycle which
is now beginning they are are their own.

It is interesting that in his admonition to Peter, Jesus makes
a distinction between the lambs and the sheep. The lambs are
those who do not know and who have to be taught, and the sheep
are those who are more mature. The point is that Peter would
find people who were open to the teaching but perhaps did not
have the conscious understanding. This is a very wise admon-
ition, for in the book of Acts we will find that Peter wanted to
confine the teaching to those who had followed Jesus, and he
still believed in the idea of cleanliness as found in the old
Mosaic law. Peter had to outgrow these ideas and teach when-
ever the student appeared, no matter who the student was. So,
in one sense, this is the beginning of the outline of what Peter
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tude after the second century, but is still found in the Orient.
There, a great teacher chooses his students, and to be chosen
by him is the highest honor that can befall a man.

‘*“The king of Israel” is another term for the Messiah. Jesus
did not refute this at this time because they were too spiritually
young to understand. They were looking for a Messiah who
would free them from Rome, and they were sure Jesus was he.
We know that if someone who has never heard of metaphysics
makes certain statements, we would not be able to explain every-
thing to them in the first few minutes. Jesus merely said to
them, ‘“Follow me.’” He knew that if he had explained what he
was actually going to do they would be running in the other di-
rection. They would not have understood and, as we know, they
did not understand after he repeatedly told them.

CHAPTER 2: 1-11. The episode of the marriage at Cana is
fascinating on many levels: symbolically, personally and as
part of an overall picture. Apparently Mary knew to a great ex-
tent what Jesus’ abilities were and what was to come. Jesus
may have made the statement in verse 4 either jokingly or in an-
noyance. He was very human and we have seen a number of in-
stances where he became angry. When Mary replied, she used
her influence as a mother to persuade him to comply, which is
a very touching and human aspect of the story.

Mary knew that he was extremely kindhearted and realizing
that they could not afford more wine, she was perfectly certain
he would do it, so she had the servants prepare everything for
him. But Jesus was not going to give her the satisfaction of his
saying ‘‘All right, Mother, I’ll obey you,”” so he made a rather
prophetic remark. Mary did know that he was to begin a public
ministry, and “my hour hath not yet come’’ meant that he was
not yet ready. He was still unknown and apparently he either did
not feel that he wanted to perform a public miracle at this time,
or that this was not the way in which he wished to initiate his
ministry.

There is also a symbolism behind it in that water represents
the emotions; wine represents the changed emotions and the
blood of the Lamb represents the uplifted emotions. Likewise
Mary is the symbol of the subconscious and Jesus of the Super-
conscious mind, and it signifies the transformation of the power
of the subconscious, or the emotions, into the sacrificial aspect
of wine. The answer is in verse 6 ‘‘and there were set there six
water pots.”” The number 6 represents love and service, and the
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like a thick smoke from this area technically known as ectoplasm,
and which is the vitality of the inner body. Once in a while
it will come from the mouth, but very rarely. There is no
opening in this area of the body other then the navel, and so the
reason for mentioning this is to signify that the vitality of the
etheric body was released. And, when the etheric loses its
vitality through the physical it is freed, completely free.

Then, in the next chapter, Jesus appears in an etheric
duplication of the physical body. We have modern evidences of
this experience from the records of psychical research where we
find that discamnate entities have returned and were not recog-
nizable because of a slight difference between their past appear-
ance in the flesh and their ability to duplicate this. As a rule
this is because the entity either does not have a clear concep-
tion of himself or he had not had time, because of the suddenness
of return, to completely reproduce his former state. The difficulty
lies in the fact that this is done through thought projection and
I may not have the time, if I have an urgent reason for returning,
to completely form the etheric replica. However in Jesus’ case,
it was a very short period of time between the change from the
physical form to the etheric counterpart.

CHAPTER 20. In verse 6, the physical clothes were dis-
carded because Jesus no longer needed them. He projected
these by his thought in the same way that he projected his body.
The robe Jesus wore in the etheric had a tangible physical
quality. He transmuted the substance of the air into the denser
matter required for recognition. He used the same principle by
which we heal a cut finger. Jesus, on a much broader scale, dis-
carded the old and projected a new body that seemed as solid as
the old form which had decomposed. Again it is a matter of time.
As we know, in time everything of physical origin disappears,
but we can speed up that process as we do when we make a
physical healing.

In verse 22 we are told that ‘‘he breathed on them.”” Breath
has the same meaning as the Greek work Pneuma, which refers to
spirit. It means that he blessed them, probably by putting his
hands on them. No greater occultist has lived than Jesus, and
there are means of stimulating the individual to greater awaken-
ing by the use of the teacher’s hands in relation to the endocrine
chain of glands. It is possible, as we mentioned before, that this
happened. For one thing, Jesus certainly wanted them to have
awareness of the Presence since he would no longer be with
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consciously contact the Presence who lives within you.

One of the things that has made religious understanding so
difficult throughout the centuries is that there have been so few
people who have had this experience. When people have not ex-
perienced a thing for themselves it is very difficult to realize
what it means. So this very magnificent, almost overpowering
experience has been emasculated into a statement that if you
‘““put your faith in Jesus Christ, your Saviour, you will be bom
again.”” I wish it were that easy — it is not. The person who
reaches this particular state has evolved through many, many
lifetimes and worked out many, many problems. For the first time
in his thousands of incamations he has come to the point where
there is no longer an intellectual, or openminded reception to
the existence of God, but there is a conscious contact, plus a
physical and psychological reaction.

We are not given to know when Nicodemus had this particular
experience, but he must have been very close to it. Otherwise
Jesus would not have delineated it in this way. We can only as-
sume that Jesus went into greater detail and explained more of
the experiences to his disciples as we have no record of it in
the Gospels. There is a certain corroboration in Paul’s state-
ment that “‘your body is the temple of the living God;’’ but we
do not know on what level Paul understood this. We are, how-
ever, provided with the symbolism for these experiences in the
story of the life of Jesus, as we know. In relation to what is
described here, we know thathe was born in a manger which
was utterly simple and scrupulously clean. It had been cleansed
to the extent where it was possible to transform it into some-
thing else, and in its final transformation the manger becomes
the temple. Which, by the way, is why many of the old cathe-
drals are built in the rude form of the cross which related, not to
the church, but to the house of God which is the human body.
These experiences take place within the individual and they
have no validity for us unless we acquire some understanding by
beginning to .walk the path of initiation. Jesus makes this very
clear, and this is what makes this section so interesting and
important.

‘We find that even Nicodemus had trouble in understanding
him, and asks how could he, an old man, be born again. His first
reaction was that he had to regress to the womb and come out as
a child. Jesus explains that this has nothing to do with physical
rebirth, but that it is something which occurs inwardly and in
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Pilate had to perform his part and secondly, he had a certain
sympathy for him evidently. So Jesus tries to comfort him by
saying, in effect, ‘“‘All right, you are in a mess, and what you
are doing is certainly wrong, but the one who put me in this spot
bears the real responsibility.”” When Jesus says ‘“Thou couldst
have no power at all against me except it were given thee from
above’’ he is saying the same thing as ‘‘no man can take my life
from me except I lay it down myself.” I think Jesus realized
Pilate’s position so he tried to reassure him and tell him that
Judas had the greater _.omvosm_v:_Q

You might ask, if a man is in this position of having to
carry out an action because of a plan and against his own de-
sires, what relation does this have to karma and free will? Only
a man of Pilate’s character would be in that position. Look at
what we know of Pilate for a moment. We know that he was the
govemor of Judea. We know that he was a man who vacillated
constantly and was very unsure of himself. Only a person who
was torn between what he wanted to do and what he was afraid
not to do would be in that role. For instance, he might have
released Jesus had the Jews not said that he would be no friend
of Caesar if he admitted that Jesus was a king. This meant to
him that they were going to report him to Caesar, and so he was
caught between ‘“‘the devil and the deep blue sea.’” If he had
had courage he would have said *I will handle the situation with
Caesar, — this man must go free.”” But he did not have the cour-
age, and his own great karmic test was — courage.

There is a Divine Plan as we all know, and there can be a
point — please God, not many of us reach it — where a person
unknowingly becomes a participant in what you might call a cos-
mic chess game. We saw this happen on the international scene
during the Second World War. Do you think it was by accident
that there was a Winston Churchill in Britain and a Franklin
Roosevelt in America to fight the evil of a Hitler? Do you think
it happened by chance? What if we had a Warren Harding in
America at that time? These things do not happen by chance.
There are people, and I think it is about time we were at least
aware of this, who have — if you want to use these terms —
cosmic destinies at certain times. People who, for variousreasons
from past lives fit into a particular pattern. They may have been
in similar situations at prior times in history and once more they
are called upon to incamate at a given time, because their
particular character and their particular karma allow them to be
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lieveth not...” refers to most people and the reason why they
have so many fears. ‘‘The wrath” refers to the activity of the
law of karma and, as we have leamed “‘Love is the lord of
karma.”

CHAPTER 4: verses 1-26. Two things fascinate me about
this story. The feud between the Samaritans and Jews had ex-
tended through the centuries and was so intense that they would
not speak to each other and had no hesitation in killing one an-
other if the opportunity presented itself. Jesus deliberately goes
into this alien, unfriendly country where he meets a woman and
instead of being an enemy, as she expects, he converts her.
Again we see the tremendous scope of his development in his
ability to know everything about her simply by looking at her.
When he said that she had had five husbands, the woman was
certainly greatly impressed. We see not only his magnificent de-
velopment but, at the same time, the simplicity of his teaching.
It was so utterly simple that it went over the heads of most of
the people who heard it. One of the great enigmas of life is that
the more simple a thing is, the more difficult it is to understand,
primarily because we have become so terribly complex.

What do you think it means in verse 24 to ‘‘worship God in
spirit and in truth’’? It means to worship Him with understanding,
not outer ritual, and by living according to the Law to the best
of your ability. This is the underlying current of his teaching,
and it is a concept which is not very well understood even in
our own time. In verse 21 we find a very clear and simple state-
ment of the fact that there is no specific place required for the
worship of God. ““The ground on which you stand is holy ground”
for the Presence of God is in you. Even though this was taught
in the Old Testament, the Judaic concept was still that you must
go to the temple in Jerusalem, a sanctified place of worship, in
order for your prayers to be effective. Jesus tells the woman that
there will come a time when men will know that wherever you are
your prayers will be heard. Then in verses 24 and 25 are two
rather blatant editorial insertions. The first is ““God is a Spirit,”’
which, of course, should be ‘““God is Spirit.”’ And the second is
“which is called Christ.”” It is obvious that anyone speaking in
Aramaic, particularly a Samaritan, would never use the word
Christ since it was neither part of their concept nor their lang-
uage. Jesus, in answering her, is saying that the Presence with-
in him is the Messiah.

In verses 35-39 Jesus tells the disciples that there were
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conviction, and hardly a plea for release. This is the only
account where there is no misery, suffering and, not even momen-
tarily, fear. Here we are told that Jesus went to the garden,
Judas followed with the soldiers and Jesus had to practically
coax them to arrest him. Also, as we see in verse 6, the soldiers
themselves were frightened evidently because they knew of his
power and had heard or seen him perform miracles.

Now it is very possible, because the Transfiguration did
actually take place, that John thought it should not be revealed
because of the esoteric nature of the experience. Too, as |
have mentioned before, this is an experience which occurs pri-
vately and without an audience. Furthermore, although it was
not true for Jesus, it can occupy a period of time, from beginn-
ing to end, ranging anywhere from a couple of months to almost
a year. It may be that John did not record its climax, because he
could not record it in entirety. But we know the Transfiguration
took place about six months before the Crucifixion, which is
the Fourth Initiation.

Verse 15-38. This is one of the most familiar stories in
all the Gospels, and I do not think there is much more we can
say about it other than what has already been said. However,
there is one very important point which it emphasizes. I think
that as soon as we get into metaphysics we are all prone to
expect that we are to be completely made over overnight, but
somehow or other, it does not happen that way. We have dis-
cussed the fact that Peter completely and sincerely adored Jesus,
but such is the power of a subconscious fear that he denied
knowing him three times in self-protection. In metaphysics we
sometimes have the idea that we can just speak the Word and,
one-two-three, the problem is wafted away. I really wish it were
so. We see very clearly here that Peter, who had been with Jesus
for over three years and believed everything he said and did,
when he was suddenly projected into a test of this belief, he
failed. The other point we learn from this, since we do know
about Peter’s life from this point on, is that he never again
failed in his belief. In other words, it was both his point of
undoing and his healing, because from that point on he worked
on himself to overcome this fear. After the crucifixion, the
persecution of the disciples became greatly intensified, and for
a number of weeks they went into hiding because the Pharisees
and Saducees, partly inspired by Paul, were hunting them down.
But Peter was the rock — upon this rock I shall buildmy faith —
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But there is no treatment more simple and undramatic than “‘take
up thy bed’’ — or more effective.

In verse 17 Jesus says that the Father, the Infinite Mind,
works on the sabbath and so Jesus, in manifesting the Son, fol-
lows His example. The Jews thought of the sabbath in terms of
Genesis where it says that God rested on the seventh day, but
they had forgotten that that referred to an aeon of time, not to a
specific day. From another point of view it means that the spiri-
tual idea already exists in the mind of God, and that Jesus is
only manifesting that idea in healing. But Jesus is cutting across
a line of Jewish thought — the holiness of the sabbath — which
was extremely deep-seated. This, plus their attitude of ‘‘who
was he to heal on the sabbath” made them think of him as a
desecrator of the law. Jesus points out very simply that time as
we have made it is nothing in the eyes of God. The main point of
controversy throughout his life was that he discarded ritual for
the sake of motivation.

The section from verse 17 to the end of the chapter provides
us with one of the most beautiful and simple statements of what
Jesus taught and believed. This is his teaching: that the Infinite
Godhead created a part of Himself called the Son, and that Son
is endowed with the powers of the Father, verse 19, and is in-
carnated in every human being. When we reach the stage where
we realize this and make contact with the Son all power is given
to us. The Jews honored the Father, but if anyone said ““I am
the son of God” they were ready to kill him for blasphemy in
in spite of the fact that they had been told in Psalm 82:6 ‘“Ye
are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.” This is
a strange paradox in human understanding; they would accept it
from the Psalms and from David, but they would not accept the
possibility that it could be applicable to people of their own time.

Verse 25 is a text which theology has interpreted as a literal
statement of a future physical event, as do the Fundamentalists
who believe that graves will yield the bodies of those who have
gone on and they will walk the earth again. In real mysticism
physical birth is metaphorically thought of as death and the sec-
ond birth is when we leave this body and pass on through that
process which we so unhappily call death. It is a complete re-
versal of conception. It is true that involvement in the physical
life, body and environment can deaden consciousness of every-
thing except the animal functions of the being, and this is also
what is meant here. When we begin to realize who and what we
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said and did. He revealed the fact that the outer actions were
unimportant, but the inner reactions were vitally so and, whether
they accepted this or not, they nevertheless had been made aware
of it. .

CHAPTER 16. Once again, in verse 7, Jesus speaks of send-
ing the Comforter. He knew that they were so dependent upon
him that they would not make the effort for themselves while he
was with them. He knew them and human nature well enough
to realize that they would make no effort other than to liter-
ally follow him. He also knew after the event of the Crucifix-
ion and Resurrection, their shock would be so great that it
would impel them to make that effort. It is also possible for a
person with a great deal of spiritual power to stimulate a person
he sees is ready for a major experience of the soul so that it
happens immediately. This, incidentally, may be one of the
reasons why the experience at Pentecost occurred as a group
experience. No one could do this for a person who was unprepared
or not ready within himself. But if that experience is going to
take place, let us say, within the next few years, it is possible
to bring it to pass immediately by treatment.

In verse 11 the prince of the world is the mentality, which
gets us into trouble. We follow the subconscious desires and
then rationalize our position. There is a lovely saying which
expresses this in modern terms. ‘“Logic is an organized way of
going wrong.” Logic is not necessarily truth, and very often
leads to compromise. We know very well that compromise is
just a step in rationalizing those things we know are not quite
in line with the truth. Then, of course, one thing that terrifies
most of us is cnticism. We do many things that are wrong
to avoid being criticised. “‘Order is heaven’s first law’’ and
yet we get ourselves needlessly confused by negation because,
let us say, we are afraid of being rude, or of hurting someone.
Well, you are not going to hurt anyone if you are trying to do
the things that are right, for then everything else most follow
in perfect order. But we all want to be appreciated and loved,
and rather than risk criticism, we rationalize, compromise and
act other than we should, and this all comes under the category
of ““the prince of this world.”” In verse 16 Jesus first says ‘‘ye
shall see me no more’’ and then he says ‘‘ye shall see me.” In
other words, they will not see the figure of Jesus after the Re-
surrection, but they will see the Presence of God at Pentecost,
and then they will know for themselves.
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each of us. In my case I come because I know a little bit more
and I have gone a little bit further than you, and I tell you that
I am here at the will of God but you do not receive me or my mes-
sage. But, if I said ‘I had a vision and Moses appeared to me,’
then you would hear and honor me on the authority of Moses.”” A
similar situation is found in our own time. Most people will ac-
cept the word of a minister of a recognized religion before that
of a metaphysical teacher, simply because of the academic train-
ing and outer ‘‘authority’’ of the church. Jesus had no background
according to these standards. Today if a person does not have a
degree he cannot get a job. We are still young, and we worship
this background and do not believe in or recognize the intrinsic
value of the individual. Jesus also says in verse 44 that if the
honor comes from God there would be very few people who would
see and notice it, for this is an inner thing. It is true that human
beings always like to have their honors recorded by others, which
is a very human and childish trait.

CHAPTER 6 is either a very brief and altered account of the
Sermon on the Mount as given in the other Gospels, or, it could
be that this is the authentic version. We have discussed both
the symbolism and the use of the law in feeding the multitudes
before so let us look at it from another point of view. First of
all, verse 6 says ‘‘he knew what he would do’’ which also im-
plies that John himself knew what Jesus would do and why. John
may have intuitively understood or it is possible that Jesus told
him, we do not know. Jesus was going to teach them that they
were not limited to physical substance, because God is sub-
stance. We can all take this very much to heart, for if you have
faith in God and in the power of your Word, when you speak the
Word you will have the supply you need.

Verse 12 provides an illustration of something we should al-
ways remember: ‘‘Don’t waste God’s substance.’”” It does not
mean we should be miserly, but we should not be extravagant.
Like everything else, substance is meant to be used, not abused.

Verse 15 indicates that there was an open political move-
ment to make Jesus king. We recall that Jesus met this question
for himself in his inner experience at the time of the Temptation.
There, in the Bible’s terms, the devil tempted him to use his
power physically and politically by allowing himself to be made
king. We know that really means that he considered the idea,
and we also know what the results were. And it is again clearly
stated here that Jesus knew very well what he was going to do
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relation to our ability to heal? I do not believe any of us have
raised people from the dead or fed multitudes, or walked on
the water, but I do believe we all could do it if we needed to.
I also think as we develop further this can become a completely
normal procedure. We have the ability to do even greater things
than Jesus did here on earth because he is not going to rein-
camate again. What he is saying is that he reached a certain
peak of development here, but that there are even greater things
which can be done and greater peaks to be achieved on earth,
which he could demonstrate, but since he is not going to return,
they are ours to conquer.

Verse 13 is often confusing to people. The word ‘‘name’’
means the nature of a thing, and again, Jesus is not speaking
of the person of Jesus but of the Presence of God. It is the
son of God who is saying that we can do anything in accordance
with the will of God. If we speak the Word for a thing we know
very well we have a certain concept about it and must keep our
mind in a certain way in order to demonstrate it. In other words,
we carry forth the same idea of performance that was in the
mind of God when He created the universe. ‘‘As above, so
below; as within, so without.”” Then verses 16 and 17 refer
to the fact that they will soon know and have conscious con-
tact with the Presence within them who is the Comforter, the
Paraclete. Verse 18 refers to the Resurrection, But the 19th
verse is actually part of this and it also refers to the fellowship
of spirit which is an indirect reference to the awareness they
achieve at Pentecost.

When Jesus says in verse 26 ‘‘the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost’’ he refers to the fact that they did not have this con-
scious contact yet, or the experience of being the son of God.
Verse 27 means that Jesus is at peace and is speaking the Word
for peace for them. Of course this is one of the very greatest
benedictions we have. Verse 30 means that Jesus must keep
himself on one level of complete concentration at this point. The
prince of this world symbolizes temptation, as in that hour in
Gethsemane when Jesus was tempted to change his plan. Even
though he knew he could control it, he also knew he had the
power not to continue if he chose not to, and this was a great
temptation. Jesus knew that unless he kept himself extremely
one-pointed he might be tempted again, and this could defeat
his great purpose. This is one of the powerful proofs of his
humanness.
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almost superhuman job, not only to find twelve people whom he
could train, but to be able to hold the multitudes as he did with
all the opposition he had; the outer opposition of the leaders of
the temple and scribes, and the unwillingness of the people to
believe. .

The last day of which Jesus speaks in verse 40 is that day
when humanity really comes of age. This chapter is one of the
most important in the New Testament, not only because it gives
the entire teaching of Jesus, but because it is given from a
level of understanding that is not even approached in the other
Gospels. For example, verse 43 is a very clear explanation of
the familiar phrase “him that hath an ear.” In another sense, it
is the meaning of the Hindu statement ‘‘when the student is
ready, the teacher appears’: when the student is ready. We are
dealing with a language which is archaic to our understanding,
but Jesus is saying that those who are ready to understand will
know. They are not influenced by what is said on the outside,
because they are guided by the inner teaching.

Let us put this in modern terminology as it applies to those
of us in the metaphysical field. Practically no one in our present
time has been born into metaphysics. We were bon in various
religions which we may or may not have practiced. There is
something within each of us, call it karma or past evolution,
which brought us to the point where the religion in which we
were born was no longer sufficient. Consciously or unconsciously
we began to reach out for another concept until we found meta-
physics. This is purely the action of the Presence of God in you.
We reached the point where we were sensitive enough to that
action to perceive a new direction. This is also what Jesus
refers to in verse 65.

Moreover, when we reach the point of understanding where a
new direction is taken, we may or may not be consciously aware
of it. This is a factor which disturbs many people. We have
made a deity of the intellect to the extent that we think every-
thing we do is the result of our conscious choice, but this is
not always the case. At the point of which we are speaking, we
suddenly find ourselves involved in circumstances which will
lead step by step to that for which we are ready: then we think
“this is what I’'ve been looking for.”” But when we reach the
point of finding the thing for which we are ready it is because
the Presence of God is sufficiently close at some level of our
awareness for us to respond to the push in the direction of a
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is rather incongruous in view of the number of statements which
Jesus makes here, as well as John’s comments such as verse
11, expressing a definite and complete knowledge both of what
is going to happen and of how the disciples would react. More-
over, John’s own understanding was such that he conveys, other
than here, a tone of decisiveness and triumph surrounding these
events in Jesus’ life.

CHAPTER 14. It is very evident here that, after all the time
they had spent with Jesus and had been taught the ‘“‘meat’’ which
he did not give the multitudes, the disciples still were unable to
understand when he spoke of the Father in him. It is very
difficult for most people to grasp the fact that in every human be-
ing there is Life and that as we open ourselves to this, it
becomes our realization of the Presence of God who gives us
life and from whom all things come. Thomas asks in verse §,
“Where is the Father?’”” And Philip, in verse 8 asks, ‘““Where
are you going?’’ Yet how many times Jesus must have said *If
ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also’’ — you
would have known the Presence of God in me. What do we mean,
for example, when we salute the Indwelling Christ in another
person? We are seeing the Presence of God in him. We are not
trying to see an overshadowing angelic figure. We see the
Presence that gives them Life and, in time, will become all
Life itself to that individual. At the end of meditation we say
“In God I live and move and have my being, and never let me
forget that in me God lives and moves and has His being too:
so in Truth and reality I and my Father are one.”” Jesus is say-
ing exactly the same thing here. In accordance with the degree
to which we open ourselves to the Presence and live the life to
that degree do we manifest it, and to that degree it is apparent.

I am sure we have all wondered at time at the conceptions
of Jesus in some of the otherwise very magnificent paintings
we have seen. Regardless of the fact that they may be artistic-
ally beautiful, very few of them represent a man who has made
conscious contact with the Presence of God. Most of them
portray a miserably tortured face and THAT IS NOT GOD IN
YOU. When you see this you must ask yourself “Is this the son
of God?’’ I know that if I did not know what I know, and believed
that this was the example I was to try to emulate, my reaction
would be ““No, thank you. This is not for me.”” Our whole con-
ception of God and ourselves as the children of God must change
and, little by little, through metaphysics we are beginning to do
so.
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Moses meditates on whether or not he should do this, and then
he and the Presence discuss it. Moses unhappily realizes that
he must do it, But he argues with Him and finally pleads,
““They will never believe me. Who shall I say has sent me?”
And the answer comes: ‘I am that I am; thou shalt say I am
hath sent me.”” This is the one phrase that only you can say for
yourself; it is the spiritual name of every human being. And when
Jesus says “l am this”” “I am that”’ it is the Presence of God
speaking through him. This happens time and again. When he
uses the phrase “the son of God;”’ this is I Am speaking through
him, but no one can say I am for you but yourself. This is the
word of power. It is tragic that of all the Bible scholars through-
out history who have written countless disertations on every
conceivable aspect, none have understood this. Perhaps it is
too simple to be clear.

CHAPTER 7. In verse 4 his brothers are saying “Prove it”’
because they did not believe in Jesus, which gives a heightened
significance to his saying that a ‘‘prophet is without honor in
his own country.” I think, too, they were a bit embarrassed as
‘‘good, law-abiding Jews” to find that they had, what seemed to
be, a rebel and renegade Jew living in the midst of the family.
Moreover, he was overturning the teaching of the Scribes, the
Pharisees and the prophets as far as they could see. So, in
verse 6, Jesus tells them he will go up to the feast when he is
ready to go and not before, He was waiting for the time of the
Passover, and he tells them ‘‘but your time is always ready.”
In other words, they could reach a different point of understand-
ing now by raising their consciousness, for we can raise our
consciousness at any time.

Jesus went up to the feast by himself since he had evidently
chosen this as the most propitious time to speak, and if he
had been with his brothers it would have been difficult, con-
sidering the general antagonism of the Jews. In verse 19 he
once again refers them to Moses and to the law of circumcision.
Let me call your attention to verses 22 and 23 because this is
so typical of worldly thinking. People believe that because a
ritual or concept is traditional it is automatically right. Cir-
cumcision was supposed to be ordained by God, and they per-
formed it on the sabbath at times. If a man used the same law of
God to heal on the sabbath it was considered sinful. Now, in
Judaism a man was not considered to be Jew unless he was
circumcised. The real concept behind it was that the rite would
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if they had suspected that he was doing this so that Jesus would
be revealed in his full glory as the Messiah, that would have
defeated his plan and probably have been the end of Judas. So
he went to them as an informer who no longer had any use for
Jesus and whose only interest was in being paid. From the
accounts of Judas’ background the thirty pieces of silver meant
nothing to him because he was a wealthy man.

In verses 12-19 we again have the story of the entry into
Jerusalem which is introduced by a quotation from Zechariah
9:9 and an indirect reference to Isaiah in verse 15. Then in
verse 16 we are told the disciples did not connect the events
with the temple scriptures until after the resurrection. There
is a bit of symbolism here with which we are familiar, which
also illustrates the misunderstanding we encounter in our own
time about these events. Jesus chose an ass’ colt because it
represented the physical body and to signify that he had comp-
lete control. He could have chosen a camel, for example, but
an ass, or horse, signifies a tremendous amount of power and
and strength. This is certainly a contrast to the orthodox assump-
tion that he chose this as a sign of humility. Jesus rode the
colt and was crowned to symbolize that he was in full control
of everything that happened.

Verse 25 is one of the most important texts in all of the
Gospels. It is found in the other Gospels as well, but this version
is slightly different and the phrase ‘‘in this world” is added.
What it actually means is that if I am satisfied with my life as
it is, or if I am perfectly content to ‘‘eat, drink and be merry”’
then I am sooner or later going to get into difficulties. But if I
turn to the concept of what we call the metaphysical life, then
I am ending the old life. I am changing and losing the old and
finding my new life in the new pattern of thinking I have adopted
for myself.

Verse 32 is equally important. Actually, the manifestation
of the Presence of God which has finally come forth visibly
through the human being is the most potent force in the world.
The person who has this could be the greatest charmer of all
time if he wanted to use it in that way. Itis a tremendous magnet
for people — a magnet for good. But it is editorially qualified
to refer to the Crucifixion, in verse 33, which is not what it
means. This is also what Jesus meant earlier in verse 23. We
know that Jesus spoke of himself as the son of Man, and we have
seen that at the Third Initiation we become the sons of God.
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going to allow himself to be killed. We can almost hear the
arguments: ‘‘Is he Moses or Isaiah? How does he know these
things? How can he do these things? By what authority?”’ etc.
This is the sort of upset which occurred wherever he went.

The Jews have been a minority group in every period of

history, and it is from this group that Christianity sprung.
"Many rituals of the Catholic church are adapted from the rituals
of Judaism. So when Jesus says that “‘salvation is of the Jews"’
historically it is rather ironically true, but it is also true in a
deeper and more lasting sense. The Jews never had a hier-
archal concept and they were unique in their belief in the one
God. They chose God and expressed their concept in ‘‘Hear, O
Israel, the Lord thy God, the Lord is One.”” They are the ones
who tumed humanity to the idea of the one God, or what is often
called salvation.

Verses 45-53 show us how upset these men of the temple
became as they heard the truth spoken. They tried to counter
its effect and hide their own discomfiture by asking ““What good
can come out of Galilee?’’— which is like our asking ‘‘what good
can come out of Brooklyn?’’ But, first of all, they could not deny
the things he said, and second, there was an aura of authority
about him that also could not be denied, even though they did
not understand its origin.

CHAPTER 8: 1-20. The attitude of Jesus towards the woman
taken in adultery violated one of the most rigid ideas of Mosaic
law. Actually women have had a rather strange role in Judaism,
for although their moral and ethical actions were supposed to be
controlled by the men, actually it was almost a matriarchal
concept. The mother has always been highly respected and the
real head of the family. Jesus completely disregards the moral
aspect and tosses it right back into the laps of the men who are
accusing the adultress.

Now adultery is a very touchy subject among people of all
races. The double standards by which we now live are very
unfair because, if a woman does break the law, there always
has to be a man who broke it with her. I, for one, could never
see why the man was excused and the women had to bear the
blame. For the first time in religious history Jesus throws
light on this question by asking, ‘‘All right, so she has sinned,
but which of you has not? Who of you can say they have never
committed adultery?’’ This must have been a rather shattering
moment for them. Actually, this was one of the great tuming
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not have to. He did not go into an involved form of treatment;
he did not have to. He merely said ‘“Father, I thank thee that
thou hast heard me . . and I knew that thou hearest me always.”
And then he adds, ‘‘but because of the people which stand by I
said it.”” He did not have to say even that. This is the most
important point we could ever realize; more important than the
fact that he had the power to raise Lazarus.

You notice too, he summons Lazarus very simply: ‘“‘come
forth.”” He did not sit down and pray or meditate and make all
sorts of mantrums or affirmations. It was merely the supreme
knowledge and faith in what he knew and what he had: as before
in “‘stretch forth thy hand’ it is now, ‘‘Lazarus, come forth.”
We should realize this for ourselves. We should bring ourselves
to the childlike simplicity and faith where we really believe
this; where we believe so completely that when we speak the
Word it demonstrates immediately. This is part of our goal.

This is the greatest of all the “miracles.” It is even greater
than feeding the multitude, for that was not a matter of life and
death. But Jesus did this very simply. Incidentally when he
spoke in a loud voice it was also to impress the people. I
mention this because people very often ask me if they should
meditate aloud. They seem to think that they must speak loudly
in order to be heard from here to heaven. Actually, the most
effective treatments and meditations are silent, which is why
we train ourselves to go into the silence. Here Jesus was im-
pressing the crowds and so he made sure that they heard him.

In verses 46-47 we see that Jesus represented danger to
the priests and Pharisees because he was upsetting everything
over which they had power. Furthermore Jesus was demonstrating
and teaching a truth that was anathema to all temples and chur-
ches: “you need no intermediary between you and your God.”
For if that really is practiced and believed there is no reason
to do anything more than: “Go into your closet and pray to your
Father in secret.’”” His ministry made him a very dangerous
thom in their flesh, and they felt they must do something about
it. What they did not realize was that they were unconsciously
fulfilling the plan. His own timing was such that they had no
choice but to follow. As the time drew near Jesus did more and
more things to aggravate them because he knew what had to be
done and that it would be done exactly as he outlined it. We
should not forget verse 18 in chapter 10, especially as we go on.

Caiaphas referred to the custom at Passover of releasing a man
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could from those who could not afford to pay and they were
making a business out of the worship of God. On a personal
level, if you are certain that someone you know is being taken
advantage of and you are not emotionally involved, you should
do whatever you can to stop it. If you are emotionally involved,
you get yourself quiet before you act. This is what Jesus means
in verse 16.

Verses 21-59 are quite a powerful and important section.
Since we do have the key to understand what Jesus is really
referring to here, we might ask why is so much of it clothed
in rather vague and symbolic language? Let us take the text
in verse 28: ask yourself what this means to you. Jesus phras-
es this in such a way that it seems only those who have an ear
can hear. When he says “lifted up the son of man’ we know,
because most of us have experienced this to some degree,
that he is speaking of the inner work that is done to achieve a
union between the conscious and the Superconscious minds.
In its deepest meaning itis a reference to the Third Major Ini-
tiation when the kundalini is raised and the union becomes
complete and permanent. And at this time each of us becomes
not only a child of God, but a son of God. This is all included in
the one text. Now, if Jesus had tried to explain it to the people
who were around him at that time, most of them would not have
understood because they had not had even the beginning of the
experience.

Our language does not permit us to express these differences
in degrees of spiritual experience. When we try to do so there
are few people who can understand it. Even if you are able to
some degree to intellectually comprehend what is said, until
you have the experience there is little if any real understanding
and even less knowledge. Until we have had at least a small
contact, we look at these words, believe them because Jesus
said it or because it strikes a chord in us, but they have no
personal meaning. Even in metaphysics most of us have the
tendency to still picture some form of an anthropomorphic God
who is ‘‘out there.”” We find it difficult to understand that THE
PRESENCE OF GOD IS IN YOU, as well as in every human
being, and that ‘‘the son of man’’ must be ‘‘lifted up’’ in cons-
ciousness to make contact with that Presence.

In one sense it could not be said more simply and plainly
than it is said here, but the meaning has been misconstrued due
to differences in understanding. For example, when we first
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least influenced by those ‘‘voices.’

He says that the good mrmvroa lays &oi_— his life for his
sheep, and he tells them in verse 15 that this is what he is
going to do. Pay particular attention to verses 17 and 18. This
is in every Bible, including the Douay version of the Catholic
church, and yet they still believe that Judas, the Sanhedrin,
the Pharisees and Pilate caused his death. This is so explicit
I do not see how it could possibly be interpreted in that way.

Verses 19-40. We see here the hostility which surrounded
Jesus at this time, no matter what he did or said. In verse
34 he quotes from the 82nd Psalm which was part of their own
scripture, and they paid no more attention to it than most people
do today. He admits that he is a son of God, for of course he is,
as we all will be some day. We are children of God now, and as
we grow and begin to understand we become the sons of God in
the flesh.

CHAPTER 11: 1-18. One of the most famous of Jesus’ heal-
ings is the raising of Lazarus, and we have discussed the heal-
ing itself in the other accounts. However, John presents a per-
sonal and highly interesting version as it relates to Jesus.
First of all, the words of Jesus in verse 4 recall the healing
of the blind man. However, in the case of the blind man Jesus
had foreknowledge of the man and the role he could play, where-
as we get the impression here that Jesus did not know before-
hand that Lazarus was ill, or else he would have healed him.
Jesus had the power to find out exactly what had happened, and
evidently knew that the silver cord was not yet broken and so he
could be revived. He evidently decided that this could be the
greatest witness to the truth which he could make other than by
his own experience. ,

We also have seen that this life was not easy at that time
and it was extremely dangerous for him to be seen in public.
When his disciples express their concem about this he gives
the rather cryptic answer in verse 9 that there are twelve hours
in a day. Actually he makes a symbol of their concem and tells
them that if you walk in the light knowing that God is with you
nothing but good can touch you.

Verses 18-46 are certainly one of the most, if not the most,
dramatic sections of the Bible. I think it is almost on a par with
the Crucifixion and Resurrection. First of all, we should realize
that embalming was not a practice of Judaism in those days. The
orthodox Jews of today still have, what is to me, a most horrible
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They could not understand what he said because he was a sinner
in their eyes. Jesus gives the answer in verse 35. Who is the
servant? The body. And who is the Son? The Presence of God
who is etemal. What does the next verse mean when it states
that the son shall make you free? You will free yourself.

In contrast to this, beginning with verse 37, the Jews are
very proud that they are Abraham’s seed and they say ‘‘Abraham
is our Father.” Jesus asks them why, if that is so, do they not
obey the words of Abraham, and they are unable to answer him.
Jesus tells them in verse 40 that his is the knowledge of direct
contact whereas Abraham acted on faith. And the Jews certainly
knew that Abraham’s significance and legacy to them was his
faith in the One God. In verse 56 Jesus is speaking esoterically
when he says ‘‘Abraham rejoiced to see my day.”” You will recall
the story of Abraham in Genesis in which his name was changed.
The letter H in the Cabala is spelled Heh, and it means “‘the
light shining through the window’’ or the light from God coming
into the soul of man. The letter H, orHeh, signified that Abraham
had gone through the First Initiation, and so he had some know-
ledge of what Jesus was demonstrating. Jesus is saying that
it was possible for a person to contact God because he had
done so, and it is certainly true that anyone who has had the
experience is eager for everyone else to have it.

Let us refer again to verse 44: it has added significance
at this point. This text and the text from Exodus ‘‘and the sins
of the father shall be visited on the children unto the third
and fourth generations’’ are probably the two most misunder-
stood texts in the entire Bible. The text from Exodus means
‘“as you sow, so shall you reap” until you change the pattern
in the subconscious. Even today many people think that this
literally means that their children are going to be punished
because they have sinned. And yet, although Jesus said this
almost 2000 years ago, it is true for us today and will continue
to be true, that as long as we are involved and give power to
the unreality of the outer world and our own negation we will
bear those fruits. But Jesus sums up for them and for us the
essence of his teaching in verse 58: ‘‘Before Abraham was, I
am’’ which is true for each of us, and in verse 32 ‘“Ye shall
know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”’

CHAPTER 9: verses 1-41. The healing of the blind man which
is described here is one of the main incidents in the ministry
of Jesus. However, as verse 3 states, do you think the man was
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actually born blind in order to manifest the works of God? Basic-
ally it is true that nothing happens to any of us that we do not
bring on ourselves. There were many blind people in Jerusalem,
and we might ask why this particular man was chosen. Apparently
Jesus was aware of something about the man which would enable
him to be one of the foremost examples of what he came to
demonstrate. He also knew that the man had the gratitude and
the courage to speak about his healing. However there are
other aspects of this happening which we can discuss, but for
which we have no certain answers.

Do you think it is conceivable that, in a plan involving a
destiny such as the human race faced at the time Jesus volun-
tarily chose to return, there could be a ‘““special incident” such
as this verse implies? I think we can at least intellectually
realize that there is not a divinity within us or the universe
who is going to single out ‘A’ or “B” in order for that person
to be the goad to precipitate a situation. In other words, God
did not reach down from heaven and cause this man to be bom
blind so that Jesus could heal him, because he had enough cour-
age to speak out. The man was blind because of his own karma,
and Jesus chose him because he saw the qualities of courage and
honesty which would make him speak out in front of everyone
clearly and freely. Then in verse 4, “‘the darkness in which no
man can work” is the doubt and fear in our own minds.

The purpose of the method of healing described in verse 6
was to show, to witness what occurred. Jesus was evidently
aware that without some preparation the people would have
attributed it to ‘‘chance’ or some other explanation. This was
the way he emphasized the healing. He could have used any-
thing. For example, in the Old Testament when Nahum came to
Elisha to be healed of leprosy, he was told to bathe seven times
in the River Jordan. Nahum was furious, but he was persuaded
to do it and he was healed. Do you think the water affected the
healing? — No more than the clay did in this instance. Jesus
did not hesitate to use physical means to illustrate his points.
Through his healings he demonstrated the difference between
principles and our understanding of them, and so he met the
particular situations with the means best suited for the under-
standing of the people. He had no need for these methods for
he only had to speak of the Word to accomplish his purpose.
Most of us are still at the stage where we want to have physical
evidence, as they were here, and so Jesus showed them that




