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thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which
Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the
right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper witherso-
ever thou goest,”’ andin verse 9: “Have not I commanded thee?
Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be
thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee witherso-
ever thou goest.’’ Now if each and every one of us lived by
just these three tenets, there is not a thing in the world that
would not be ours, including all of the wisdom of the ages;
we would be “‘illuminated.”’

“Be strong, have faith, do not be afraid; remember
God is with you wherever you are.’”’ This advice is so sim-
ple that it is almost an insult, isn’t it? But there are few
of us, even in metaphysics, who have been able to begin to
realize these three concepts.If we were to take just any one
of them and live by it — for instance, "'Be strong and of a
good courage’’ — every day there would be miracles in our
life. We will demonstrate miracles if we never deviate from
our belief, if we look neither to the right nor to the left
(*'looking to the right and to the left’’ symbolizes rationali-
zation.) But we always find a reason why that which we
want, need and pray for cannot materialize — we say it is
against all the laws of logic. Now, logic is a mental con-
cept; it has nothing to do, as far as spiritual power is con-
cerned, with spiritual understanding. Yet it is a strange
thing — spiritual understanding never violates the laws of
logic. No matter how amazing the occult or the esoteric ex-
perience may seem at first, when you understand it you will
find that it never violates the laws of logic. God does not
ask us to accept strange, weird ideas.

If we were to visit Tibet, a land with customs vastly
different from our own, we would find that the people are al-
lergic to soap and water and smear themselves with slightly
rancid butter fat to shield themselves from the cold; Tibet-
ans also believe that whenever a husband dies the wife
must marry all of his brothers. At first we would say; *'For
heaven's sake, what kind of a life is this?’’ But as we
learned to understand the symbology of the Tibetan religion,
we would 'see that these customs are perfectly logical. Re-
member in Exodus and Deuteronomy the laws of marriage as

as prescribed by Moses were not too different. Although a
widow did not marry all of her husband’s brothers, she was
compelled to marry the eldest one whether he had a wife or
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As long as we hold onto negative concepts,and we all
do, God says: ‘'l have infinite patience; a thousand years
are as a day in my sight.”’ '"And He waits; but we are the
ones who lose out. Now thatis exactly what happened tothe
Israelites. They were always looking for a spectacular den-
onstration and because they did not always get it, they re-
turned to their old ways. Don’t we also always look for the
spectacular? Isn’t this the “‘age of the spectacular?’’

Actually, the demonstration that we consider to be the
greatest in our lives may be of the least importance to our
soul; and the one that we think is the smallest and most
insignificant can be the greatest to our soul. But we all
have a materialistic viewpoint to some degree, and we
measure our demonstration in terms of material values. If
someone is healed overnight we consider it a miraculous
demonstration. If someone who has never had a kind word
for another human being (and there are such people) does or
says something nice about someone else — in short, re-
sponds in a positive way, the impact of this revelation is
greater than any physical healing that could take place.
These are the demonstrations we discount, and this is our
danger point. I say danger point because in metaphysics if
we constantly discount such things, we then descend to a
completely materialistic level.

One of the most important things we can learn is to
appreciate the small lovely things of life that occasionally
happen to you or to me, seemingly out of the blue, or —
even more important —that we are able to do for other people.
Those are the real demonstrations, and none of us have
enough of them. Instead we have the unfortunate habit of
saying, once we have made one or two demonstrations: ‘]
made a fine demonstration five years ago. It’s lasted me
ever since.” Now when we demonstrate, what are we dem-
onstrating — the solution to the problem? We are demonstrat-
ing the Truth. We are witnessing the Truth of the Law of
God. We demonstrate this Truth within ourselves and we
demonstrate this Truth in the outer world. We bring this
truth out in the open — we manifest it. This Truth is always
there, but we are actually witnessing this Truth and bring-
ing it into being. We forget this in our humdrum materialistic
way even as the Israelites did time and time again in the
book of Judges.
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Now that this time had come Joshua (in 1:12-15) went to
them and told them they were expected to live up to their
end of the bargain. They agreed they would, on one condi-
tion: “'Only the Lord thy God be with thee, as He was with
Moses.”” (1:17) So you see this stiff-necked people are be-
ing brought into line, and we are being told that they had a
a tremendous respect and love for their God Yahweh. Yes,
they would fight for Joshua as they had for Moses, provided
God was with him. And of course, in their minds, God
“with him’’ meant that he would perform miracles whenever
they were needed. As you know the Israelites came through.

In Chapter 2 Joshua sends two spies into Jericho.
There is a very interesting esoteric idea in this section.
Rahab the harlot in the Old Testament corresponds to Mary
Magdalene in the New Testament. After the fall of Jericho
she is allowed to join the Israelites; eventually she mar-
ries one of them and was the great-great-grandmother of
David. This is the family that produced Jesus. Isn’t this a
nice lesson for those of us who are very intolerant of other
peoples’ behavior? Symbolically, in the story of the soul the
name of the woman always stands for a particular evolution-
ary phase of the soul. Rahab is the lowest point the soul
ever reaches: the harlot. The soul begins as Eve, a state
completely innocent, naive and uninteresting. Eve starts out
to make her way in the world and finds Adam and lives with
him. Adam is of no particular help because Eve always
wants to dominate (the subconscious always wants to dom-
inate the conscious mind). She goes from one experience to
another until she finally reaches rock bottom (Rahab the
harlot ); but from that point on she begins the process of
redemption. :

After many and various adventures (all told to us in
Bible symbology ) she becomes the completely redeemed
soul, all-wise and all-knowing. She has experienced every-
thing and is purged of everything except Love and Good.
She is now known as Mary. When the soul is completely
cleansed it is symbolically known as the Immaculate Con-
cept (the purity of the soul which is necessary before it can
bring forth the Word made flesh). The soul is always portray-
ed as a female and, if you want to find out at what degree
of evolution a male character in the Bible has reached,
study the character of the woman with whom he is coupled
— for instance, Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, David.and
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was a good fighter. Understandably enough, he was a little
sharp with them at first: **This is all very fine; but remem-
ber you put me out of the city because you did not approve
of my parents. Now you ask me to deliver you.” They prom-
ised to make him their leader if he would save them. Jephthal
being a very religious man, vowed that if he won the battle,
he would sacrifice to God the first living thing to meet him
when he came home. This turned out to be his daughter, an
only child. She understood his vow and they agreed she had
to be sacrificed; but she was given two months in which to
bewail her lot. Fortunately, we are spared the gruesome de-
tails of her death; all we know is that she was killed.

When we read this story we say: ““How horrible.”’
True, it is horrible. But it does show us that this man, who
had a tremendous faith in God, felt that he had to bribe Him.
““You do this for me, and I will do that for you.”” Doesn’t
it remind you of Jacob who said after his dream of the angels
ascending the ladder of heaven: '*Lord, if you take care of
me and bring me back successfully, I will build a temple
for you here.”’

Now this is a concept we have to overcome too. What
is actually being said is that sacrifice is completely foolish.
We are all aware of the idea of sacrifice that has persisted
in all religions for thousands of years. And we believe in
the same idea today although in a modified form. We feel we
have to sacrifice certain things to God to put Him in a good
humor. This is what Jephthah did. But there is only one
sacrifice we ever have to make and it is the one that is the
hardest. We do not have to sacrifice anything outside of
ourselves. We must sacrifice something within ourselves.
We have to sacrifice all of our negative qualities. It is much
harder to do that, and do it thoroughly, than it is to make
any other kind of sacrifice. The sacrifice of a dove or a
bullock — even a human being — is over very quickly, but
the sacrifice of our negative qualities is a never-ending
sacrifice to the perpetual flame of the living Truth.

Besides Deborah, the book of Judges contains the
stories of quite a few other notable women. They symbolize
the various phases of the human soul, from those who create
evil when the soul is negative, to those who create good
when the soul is positive. Both of these aspects of the soul
are characterized throughout Judges. Even more than that,
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But we do know they passed through the Jordan as they
passed through the Red Sea and they got across safely. It
certainly was not an act of '‘magic,’’ unless Joshua had
enough power to cause the white clay cliffs to tumble. I
doubt it; I think he had a knowledge of climatic occurrences
and saw to it that his people were assembled there at that
particular time.

People are amused when we say it is possible to con-
trol the weather, but I think it is really possible to do so if
we reach a high state of consciousness. Remember, Jesus
stilled the waves. But although it may have been possible
for Joshua to provoke a cataclysm or to have parted the
river, I am inclined to doubt it, for we know he was not near-
ly as developed as Moses. However, the only thing that was
important — at least it was to the Israelites — was that the
episode of the Red Sea was repeated.

When the Jews crossed the Jordan, it was the first day
of the Passover, and they were again supplied with manna.
But this was for the last time. Now they were able to pro-
vide for themselves. Actually, what we call miracles is no-
thing more than the working of natural law. As was stated
above, no plane is ever violated by the Law of God; not
even the earth plane. But at that time the Jews believed in
miracles and Joshua, needless to say, after these incidents
assumed a stature in the eyes of his people almost compar-
able to that of Moses.

In Chapter 4 Joshua commanded that a man from each
of the twelve tribes of Israel should take a stone from the
Jordan and lay it down where the next night's encampment
was to be established. He also took twelve stones and de-
posited them in the middle of the Jordan. The place where
the tribes placed the stones was called Gilgal. Do you
know why the number twelve is used? It is the symbol of
Cosmic Consciousness and Cosmic Completeness.

In Chapter 5 we have a recapitulation of Jewish rit-
val. The males had to be circumcised again as an act of
purification even though the Jews were in the middle of a
war. This was necessary because none of the men (and
women) who had actually escaped from Egypt were still a-
live. The Jews of Joshua’s day were the third generation.
I do not know why the practice of circumcision was dis-
continued and no one seems to have any information about it
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Very often I am asked the question: *‘What can I do in
this situation?’’ When I say: “'Do you have faith or don't
you?'’ | always get the same answer: "‘Certainly I have
faith, but howdo I know [ am doing the right thing?’’I usual-
ly tell the student to ‘‘ask for a Cosmic Signature.’”’ [ am
perfectly sure that when people first hear the phrase **Cos-
mic Signature’’ they think I mean that stars and meteors
should come tumbling down through the heavens — or some
equally outlandish thing. A Cosmic Signature is nothing of
the sort; it is really a simple corroboration of what to do in
a certain situation. If you have doubt (and we all do) ask the
God within you to show you unmistakably what is the right
thing to do. Wait for the ‘‘signature’’ and do not act until
you get it. That is just what Gideon did in Judges 6:39. He
said that if the fleece would be dry in the morning when the
dew was on the ground, then he knew that what he thought
he should do was the right thing. The fleece was dry even
though the dew was heavy upon all the ground. Gideon re-
ceived not one, but two, signatures.

It is quite all right to ask for a signature when we
are confronted with a problem in which we are so emotion-
ally involved that we are unable to objectively distinguish
the right answer to our problem. Look at it from another
point of view. Each one of us has a dual nature. We have a
dichotomy within us —“‘I’’ and *‘me.” ‘'Me’’ is composed of
the conscious and the subconscious minds, and *‘I'’ is the
Presence of God that lives within us. Sometimes both *‘I"’
and ‘‘me’’ seem to speak at the same time. In the beginning
of our metaphysical life it is rather difficult to distinguish
between “‘I’’ and ‘‘me.’’ It becomes exceedingly hard when
it concerns something that we are quite disturbed about.
When we treat for something that is tremendously important
to us we often hear either the word or get the impression of
“No.”” Then because we are not too far along the path we
say: '‘That was my subconscious mind talking. That is
‘me’.”” Actually it is the Presence of God in us that will
tell us the things we do not want to hear; it is very rarely
the subconscious mind that will tell us things we do not
want to hear. The subconscious mind has the habitof flatter-
ing; the presence of God has the habit of telling the Truth,
and they are not exactly compatible at our present stage of
evolution.
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— the point where we actually meet, face to face,our Higher
Self. Jung speaks of it in psychological terms as the Anima
(for men) and the Animus (for women). Bulwer Lytton wrote
an amazing book called Zanoni in which he called this ex-
perience the Dweller on the Threshold. Here in Joshua it is
designated as the Stranger. Joshua meets him and he says
to Joshua: ““Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place
whereon thou standest is holy,” (verse 15) meaning that

the spiritual understanding Joshua was now given was holy’

and came from God. This was Joshua’s first great exper-
ience of the soul and he emerged a much stronger and wiser
man.

The blood-letting of Chapters 6-12 is quite familiar
by now but no doubt some of you are still disturbed by it.
Are you reading the Bible literally or are you reading it on
the metaphysical level? Even if you are reading it literally,

why -should these chapters bother you? You surely have -

studied history and read many tales of conquest. I would
like to go a step further. Men have conquered and will un-

fortunately continue to conquer for a long time to come; but
looking at it from the metaphysical viewpoint and translat-
ing this viewpoint to the realm of physical action, do you
really think that the Amalekites, the Perizzites and the
Hittites could possibly have such things happen to themun-
less they karmically had brought it on themselves? And an-
other thing, as far as the Bible is concerned — and it is an
important point to remember — one of the reasons there is
so much repetition of material, and 'so many incidents are
told from different angles, is that many writers have contri-
buted to the writing of the various books. .

Furthermore, we must never forget that the writers who
assembled the Bible did so a long while after the historical
events mentioned took place. These events were only kept
alive by word of mouth. For instance, the esoteric version
of the Cabala was not put into anyform of writing until about
the fourteenth century; before this it had been only taught
orally to the men chosen to be teachers of that particular
generation. They were the only recipients of this know-
ledge and they controlled the dissemination of it. In the
same way much of the history, folklore, myths and legend
of the Old Testament was put together by writers who lived
in the fourth or fifth century. This is the foundation of the
Bible as we know it today.
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what to do in a certain situation. You will always receive
an answer.) He is told to sacrifice a kid and bring the angel
unleavened cakes. Then, to quote 6:21, *'The angel of the
Lord put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and
touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose
up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the un-
leavened cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out of
his sight.”” A .

But Gideon is still not quite sure and he asked for
another sign. He put a fleece of wool on the floor that night,
and in the moming the dew was on the fleece only and not
on the floor. The next night the same thing happened in
reverse. Oaly then did Gideon believe he was to do as he
was instructed.

We look at these Israelites and we ask ourselves
whether such things could happen today. Yes, they certainly
could. But we become rather skeptical because we do not
sacrifice animals or expect fleece to become dry or wet or
what have you. This is completely alien to our modern world.
Yet what hampers most of us metaphysically is that we
say: ‘'Well, this happened in the Bible. Yes, I believe it
could have happened then, but it certainly could not happen
today.” Why can’t it? When we say things like this we un-
consciously say all the acts of God happened in the past
and cannot happen in the present. Do you realize that?
Whatever the demonstration that has to be made, I know that
it is just as possible now as it was in the days of Gideon.
But we must have faith, and we cannot adulterate that faith.
I completely believe what Jesus said: “‘Greater things than
I do, ye shall do.”

True, none of us have done it yet, but it can be done
and will be done. Each of us at this moment could reach
that height if we really wanted to. But we limit ourselves
constantly. Life was much harder for the Israelites than it
is for us; their intellect was not as trained as ours. (Some-
times I am not sure whether this is a boon or a curse.) Their
physical life was extremely difficult and they lived under
a constant cloud of fear — fear of the elements, of warring
tribes, of the wrath of God. Yet they managed to survive
situations that would have killed us many times over. But
in our own way we have the same kind of experience to over--
come. We are not the slaves of the Midianites or the Canaan-
ites, true, but we are the slaves of our own fears, doubts,
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read about the treatment of the Amalekites and we are ap-
palled. I grant you it was horrible, but it could not have
happened to them unless they had brought it on themselves
karmically. 1 firmly believe that the horrible purge of the
Jews in Germany was a karmic debt. I believe in reincarna-
tion and I believe that though we happen to be born in a par-
ticular religious sect in this incarnation, it does not mean
that we had been born in the same religion in a previous .in-
carnation. In fact, it would be rather rare if we had.

I am always amused when people say: **You know,
my family goes all the way back.’”” Emmet Fox had a beau-
tiful saying which applied to people who brag about their
ancestry. He said “They are like potatoes; the best part of
them is underground.’’ Remember that when we reincamate,

we do not return to the same set of circumstances or the
same church. The circumstances of each lifetime come from
the various strains of our many karmic patterns.

I believe that we have lived before in male bodies and
female bodies; and that we were all of different nationality,
and all of different color — there have been lives when we
had black skin, there have been lives when we had hrown
or yellow skin, and there have been lives when we had
white skin. When we say: ‘'You know, my family goes all
the way back’’ ~ what do we mean they go back to? So when
we read about people whom the Israelites are putting to the
sword we must realize that although it was an uncomfort-
able existence for them, it could not have happened to them
unless they had reaped it. 1 do not deny that early history
was primitive, but let us admit that modern history is even
more primitive from the point of view of the value of human
life. To understand it, we must comprehend the philosophy
behind it. The people who were slaughtered in the days of
Joshua were not killed by chance; and the people who had
the power to kill did not acquire this power by chance
either. This same law works every day of our lives. That
which we sow, we shall reap. Nothing in the world can
change it.
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There is also another interesting point. Later on men-
tion is made that when the Israelites took Adoni-bezek
captive, they cut off his thumbs and his great toes. In ring
or finger symbolism the first finger, particularly of the
left hand, is the finger that represents God the Father; the
second finger represents the Son, and the third finger re-
presents the Holy Spirit. The thumb is the symbol for Divine
Creative Thought. In old marriage ceremonies the priest
used to say: ‘'l wed thee in the name of the Father, the Son,
the Holy Ghost, Amen.’” He would then touch the fingers
mentioned above.In Michelangelo's painting of the Creation,
the finger of God is reaching down to man. The thumb and
each great toe have always been the symbol of the Infinite.
So the losing of the thumb and the great toes indicates that
Adoni-bezek was not only deposed as a ruler, but he also
lost his standing in the natural and supernatural worlds.
The thing that makes this so fascinating is that amid all
these stories of bloodshed and wrong, there appear bits of
occult symbolism. You wonder how it ever managed to creep
into these gory tales.

Chapter 4 is devoted to the story of Deborah and
Barak. Deborah was one of the first women in history to
become a judge; at least she was the first that we have any
record of. I do not mean she was the first important feminine
spiritual figure in the Bible. Not at all. Remember, in
Genesis we saw that Sarah was a great help to Abraham;
and that the love of Jacob for Rachel was one of the domi-
nating themes of his life. There were other strong women
in these preceding chapters, Rebecca and Miriam, etc. But
for.the first time a woman emerges as a lawgiver; she must
have been a remarkable woman. Her name means ‘‘bee’’
and bees are known for their ceaseless activity and instinc-
tive intelligence. Another definition of the name is '‘the
leader.”’

Deborah stands for spiritua’ discrimination, and being
a woman, she is the symbol of the soul. She also was a
prophetess; she foretold what would happen and it did.
Prior to this it was the voice of the Lord, or the angel of
the Lord, who informed men of future events. But here it is
Deborah who tells Barak: *‘Take ten thousand of the men
and fight against these nine hundred iron chariots of Jabin,
the Canaanite. But it will be my victory not yours.”’ Sym-
bolically, we are being told that the soul (Deborah) has
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JOSHUA, CHAPTERS 6-12

We have now reached Chapter 6, the story of Jericho.
Jericho means *‘Material consciousness’’ and it is the ma-
terial consciousness, of course, that has to fall. There are
a number of steps which are quite interesting here, twelve
in all. They are very indicative of the progress of the soul
and the obstacles that the neophyte must overcome. You

must realize by now that when we get to the stage of evolu- -

tion the Israelites were at the_time of Joshua, we are not by
any means ready for anything else than to be guided and
pushed onto the path of spiritual development. Sometimes
the Israelites did right well, -but more often than not they
failed. But once we are on the path, all of life moves up-
ward in a spiral. We start from where we are at the present
moment; then we ascend two or three rungs of the ladder
and look down; we then find ourselves at the identical
stage we were before but at a higher level than when we
started.

Suppose, for example, a person has a violent temper,
and as soon as he gets angry he throws things around; he
may even strike someone. Then he learns to control his
temper. He is ascending the spiral of development. He then
reaches the same point but is a step above; now when he
loses his temper he has learned (although his desire is the
same) to coatrol it. He has moved up a rung and he keeps on
going until he reaches the same spot on the third rung. He
still has a temper but he no longer wants to throw things or
hit anyone; he no longer has to control his temper but he
can certainly use his tongue — and he does so with no vcE.m
barred. When he gets to the fourth rung he finds his anger is
still there but he gets over it very quickly; he has no re-
sentment and has no desire to ‘‘get even.” We can thus
proceed ad infinitum. This is the way life evolves and we
have to learn to build our own growth. That is why it takes
countless lifetimes for us to develop spiritually.
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the generation that lived at the time of Judges only knew
these wonders by oral tradition.

As we look at these people, we realize that they were
not much different from ourselves. Their point of view was
no different from a man by the name of Thomas who lived
almost two thousand years ago and said: *‘I cannot believe
unless I see.”” When he saw and felt the wounds of Jesus,
this doubting Thomas said: "My Lord and my God.” The
Israelites were very miuch like that, and so are we. In fact,
as we study the Old Testament, we see how slowly the
idea of faith grows. This is one of the things the story of
Judges tells us, time and time again. Every time the Hebrews
got out of difficulty, within forty or eighty years they were
back in it again. Why? Because they did not have a strong
enough faith in the one God.

The *‘judges’’ that give the name to this Biblical book
were not judges in the sense that we use the term. Unlike
the people who had become extremely materialistic, these
judges were chosen by God — ‘‘the Spirit of the Lord came
upon them.”” No matter how far we may stray from the reli-
gious concept, there is not a generation that has ever lived
in which the voice of God has not been heard and preserved.
Even in the unholy times of Judges, there were men who
were devout and had a high degree of spiritual development.
They understood the meaning of existence and were im-
pelled by their God to help and instruct their people to
follow the ways of God. These men were called the judges
(an exact translation of the Hebrew word shophtetim) be-
cause in a sense they were commissioned by God to rule
the Jews and punish them if they misbehaved. They general-
ly were also the leaders of the army and directed all military
activities as well as civilian life. But the important point
to remember is that they were always chosen by God and not
by the people. There were a number of such judges. Othniel,
Ehud, Deborah, Barak, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson were
the important ones. But these judges came forth as leaders
of the people because they felt the power of the God within.
This inner guidance gave them the strength to perform the
things they did, and abetted them in all their activities.

In 2:1 we are told that *‘an Angel of the Lord came
up from Gilgal.”” The Angel of the Lord first appeared in
the Garden of Eden, and in some parts of the Bible is



-U0d 1sneyx3 £[[eal 13a3u ued nof ey Furpuersispun ann
3Y3 03 3wod nof USYl puE — pUEISISPUN 01 Jlow [e3p e
B ST 21371 JBYI J3A0JSIP UCOS NOA UIYM PIMEIIAC SWO0I3q
nok uay) !3s13A1Un 3y ur pue Inoqe Furgakiana pueisiapun
nof ams are nof ‘suo 151y 2y 3dusnadxs nok 13y
*pasea1dur £[snounoua s1 Juipueisiapun [eminids Inok ey
puy A[uappns nof ‘nof o1 suaddey siy1 uayy -ualyo 003 st
aziseydwa jouved | — Ss3USNOIdSUOD 133513d Ul UINEs are
A3y ‘a3ess sy yoeas nof uaym ‘puy ‘nok UIYIIA WO} Wod
Isnw $3>us1adxa 3say] 'sIS0d |je e paploat 3G pInoys
pue ueiepeyd 2131dwod e s1 sfury yons nok s[[1 oym
Apoqduy ‘uopeniur ue 3duauadxa 01 sasuewiopad afuens
gdnosyr oF isnw nok ey nof |33 3uo ou 197 ‘ssausnoids
-U0d [[y Ul U3NEL 31 3SIY] "suonentul Jofey oy 10j Lpeas
218 nof 313ya 1uted ay3 01 3wod A[reuyy nof sauo outw 7/
3y 333 nof 13y ‘rends Y1 dn pue piemioy nof [adwi Layp
g ‘sauo Jounu £[uo 31e 3S3Y] "UOIIENITU] UE pey JABY nod
‘resy senonied € 3wod13a0 nof swn £19A5 ‘uoneniur ue pey
aaey nof ‘31qey peq ® [013u0d 03 LIEI nok awn AIPAF *suon
-ENIU] JOUIN pU® SuOREnIU] Jo[e 31 3I3Y] ‘SSIUSNOIIS
-u0d jo jers padieua ‘Juimoid © 31 [[ed 03 ST 31 JUY3P 0
Aem 1s31ses pue 1sajdwis 3y] ¢uoneniu] ue s Jeyy
"paydeas pey enysof iujod ays st sy ,‘uoneniuj jo
sl0o(,, 3y p3[{e> A[njuneaq pue L[aanendy a1e jeym jo
s[ensod ay3 yseoidde o1 uidaq am op vai 1s€] 21 Inq [fE Fus
-ssed uy papa3dons aaey am udym £[uo inqg ‘ssed o3 ey om
$1533 Joutw 7/ are 313y: moN “yed [emurds ays Juoje [jam
Sem pue S3wnaji] Auew paal] pey A[snoiaqo enyso[ ‘saan
no jo s3u3A3 3y dn ajew eyy sFuiys ayr ‘Sual Aqrep ano
jo sasueiswnoir 3y jo Fuifjonued ayy pue Fuisueapd oy
‘dn Funea[d ay1 saajoaur syyy ‘ainjew £[[eas am are uay
A1uo ‘dn umoid am are uayy £A[uQ ., 1ey ‘saf yQ,, :fes pue
W3yl 1e JOO[ ISNW M WIYI JIWIWII Op I UIYM puE ‘purw
mo 03 way) sIuLq SEIP] JO UONIEBIDOSSE JWOS SSI[UN SIU3W
-1U3S3J JO JUIY J3ASU am 219ym ulod Sy 01 139 Isnw oy

- 'Suny 113y 13qwawal 19§uo] ou pnod A3y aiaym Jured Iy

Paydeas L3y [nun of o1 Lem Fuo| e aaey prnom Loy 3ng
"A[1eqiaa 2a1310) 1sE3] 7€ PIN0d £ayd a19ym juswdojaaap jo
adeis ay 1€ paause pey L3y ,*19810§ 19A5u ued | nq ‘onrd
-10j ued |,, HjIewa’ J13y) jo pnoid L1oa shemye azom (3jdoad
3AnIsuds ‘Inpspuom £qreas asam £syy pue) Apwey Aw jo
S13qQWaW UTEN3D PIIYD © Sem | USYA 1Byl JaqIWIl |

St

Inq ‘smaIqaY 3y jo Jucqydeq Injosqe Iy 2wod3q pey pon
JO S1d® sno[nd>eiiw 3S3Y], *snpoxy 3y jo sfem a3y yInoiy
Swe> oym 3asoy jo uaspiydpuresdaeard sy pue uaipyiyd
-puesd 3y ‘vaipniyo ayy axe £ayg -enyso| pue sasop 4q
Paw10313d siapuom 3y) 33s 10u pi1p oym 3ydoad ay: aze Yrey
31341 woiy Aeme [13) oym aydoad ayy 3eYy: 230U O Sunsaiaium
ST 3 ,,*31qnoN s1y jo 3no 133 ued | j1 JjasAw aaeyaq Aqqeal
.1 ‘A1q1123 os paysjund Suraq w.J,, :SI U2j0 Isow 1Ieay
aa £15 511 Inq Yuswdoaasp vewny jo sadfy Auew ANensa
1ey) S3p0Is JUNSIIAIU] SWOS puUY [[Im M Y0oq SIY] U]

(L:%) (100P 343 3¢ h31] uls ‘[[o4 J0U IS30p nNOYI J1 pue
ép?1dasoe aq j0u noyl I[eys ‘[jam 1saop noy J1,, :s1sauag
ur punoj 1x23 Y3 uo paseq sT sadpnf jo jooq ayr ‘i1dej up
“I3pe3] B Way) JUIS pue way) preay pio-| Yi pue ‘poq i3
01 papd Ao ‘passaiddo aiom L3y waym udyL -Lpnoyip
011 109 £oya ‘os pip £ays suwmn £1aa3 1ng *s10qydrou ueded
119y jo sjop1 Is[e} oy diysiom o1 uedaq Aoy pue ‘ssau
-SNONU3dI[ pue 13pinw ‘A13ydean jo eap jeasd e sureluod
mou A103sTY 313Y) {sjvdWpUBWWOY) UL Iy Jo sTuryoea a3
woyj Aeme ey o1 veFaq A3yl *S[qepuswwos se jou M
Yo1ya somsuadeseyd 1ayio padojaaap osie L3y ing

_ - *uonteu € 31am 43y
az11ea1 o3 uedaq Aoy reyy swn sy e ST I {ATun [euoneu
e do[aaap o3 uedaq sanijaersy ay ey awn sip Juunp
ST 31 pue ‘s1eaf paipuny om) 1noqe sasudwod Ajuo 313y Pim
PauIaduod aJe am pouad 3y ‘1aasmoy *sieaf paipuny inoj
A1a1ewrxoidde jo ponad e s3940 3] *(]anweg jo jooq 3y ur
Spua 4q[eas pue) enyso[ ur suers A[enoe sadpn{ jo jooq
3y 1By os ‘(oz:p enysof) 1ed[1o e pauess ardoad ysimaf
3y jo aposida siy jo £101STY 211U 2y Ing *sajdoad veded
13q30 pue SIITUBIPIN 3y ‘sajtueeue) 3y jo sioqudiau alam

A3y sun sy Fuung -pasanbuos Layy puel Y1 01 saa[as

Wyl eWITIDOE pue 3[13s 01 sieak £110j Inoqe saqin asay
3003 1] *[3®IS] JO S3QUI IA[3M} Y3 JO SIWEU IY) JO UOISSND
-SIp 33 Yis papua enyso jo jooq 3y jo Apmis inQ

Tl-1 S¥ILdVHD ‘Sivanr




16

sciousness. And you can’t. But each time this experience
occurs you open spiritual doors within yourself. You use
powers you never knew you had. But with power go certain
responsibilities that you must now incur and adhere to, -for
you are given great control over others as well as yourself.
You are given certain duties to perform, not duties as we
understand them, but duties of a different sort. More and

more you begin to realize that *‘not my will but Thy will be

done.”” That is Initiation.

They are divided into various stages because each
one of them deals (especially the Major ones) with a spe-
cific plane of being. We can take the five Major Initiations
in the flesh but there are two more that we take out of the
body when we no longer have the earthly ballast to keep us
on this plane. In other words, after we have experienced
the Fifth Initiation we no longer have any fear in ourselves;
there is no longer anything to keep us on this plane and we
are ready to experience a greater spiritual life. All of us
are a long way away from that, so don’t worry about it yet.
But each time we encounter one of the Major Initiations,
we have control over a particular plane of being. There are
four planes of being — earth, water, air and fire. I do not
mean the actual physical planes but what they stand for
metaphysically. The earth represents the physical; water
represents the emotions; air represents the mentality and
fire represents the Spirit. The First Initiation concemns
the Spirit; that is, the beginning of the complete domina-
tion of the individual by Spirit. The Second Initiation con-
cerns our mentality; the Third our emotions and the Fourth
the earth.

Now you might say: “‘Isn’t this order of Initiations
a lictle bit inverted?’’ No, I will explain this by the example
of the Star of David. Do you know the real meaning of this
six-pointed star? It consists of a triangle coming down and
a triangle going up. These triangles interlock where Spirit
reached down and man reaches up. The triangle pointing up
represents man reaching up to God and the other triangle
pointing down represents God reaching down to man. Like-
wise, the First Major Initiation is the effect of the realiza-
tion of the Spirit within the human being and is experienced
when a contact is made with the Presence of God within.
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spiritual teacher and directed his activities spiritually as
well as physically. All this has significance and must be
understood.

The second minor initiation occurs in Exodus 33:11
at the end of Moses’ life. For the first time Joshua attained
realization of the God within. It happened when Moses and
Joshua went into the tabemacle and *‘when Moses turned
again into the camp, but his servant Joshua, did not depart
from the tent.”’ This is the symbol of Divine Communion.

The third minor initiation is found in Joshua 1:8-9. It
is learning the lesson of humility (or at least the beginning
of it) and is explained in the text: “This book of the law
shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do ac-
cording to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt
make thy way prosperous, and then thou 'shalt have good
success.”’ We learn humility when we realize that the in-
telligence that guides us i's not our own but that of the God
within us. For the first time Joshua realizes ‘‘not I, but the
Father within doeth the works.”” He was beginning to leamm
humility which is one of the last lessons we must iearn -
and one of the most difficult.

After the lesson in humility we experience the be-
ginning of the expansion of consciousness. In 2:1 Joshua
sent out two men to spy on the land of Jericho. These spies
indicate the natural curiosity of the human being. This is
a perfectly normal and healthy sign, for if we do not have
curiosity, we will not grow. I do not mean that we must be
inquisitive ~ that is quite a different thing. But if we are
not curious about what metaphysics can achieve and what
it will do for us — and at this stage do not worry about the
other fellow — we will never grow. If we don't ask quest-
ions, we will stagnate. In' the Bible curiosity is symbol-
ized by the spies and Joshua is at that stage of develop-
ment when he analyzes all aspects of a situation: Is it
better for him to go ahead or is it better for him to retreat?
He sends the spies to Jericho, which stands for the material
consciousness. They are sheltered by a woman named Rahab
and she is a hardot. Rahab symbolizes that-stage of the
soul which has finally conquered lust, and her next act is
an act which begins her redemption. In saving the spies,
she makes her first effort to give of herself in the right
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have a tendency to be nasty and sharp-tongued. The charac-
teristic of each particular Zodiacal sign differs according
to the sex of the individual. This difference is influenced
by the theory of incarnation. If you are in a female form,
you have a male soul; if you are in a male form, you have
a female soul. But while it is true to some degree that there
is this difference between the sexes in the same sign, there
are some characteristics they have in common. Pisces
people are extremely sensitive, but sensitive in many dif-

ferent ways. They will fight for a cause. They will not let

anyone be hurt., Without bothering to investigate if they are
right or wrong, they constantly give of themselves physical-
ly as well as emotionally.

Before we leave the book of Joshua, I would like to
mention that in Chapter 20 the Lord told Joshua to appoint
the cities of refuge. You will remember that in Deuteronomy
cities of refuge were provided for those who had committed
crimes. But here in 21:41it has a wider meaning. There were
48 cities allotted — not given — to the Levites. Note they
were ‘‘allotted’”’, put aside. A city is the symbol of a state
of consciousness, and the name of the city gives the clue
as to the type of consciousness. It is important to remember
that 48 cities were allotted. The Cabalistic meaning of the
numbers informs us that 4 plus 8 equals 12, which reduces
to 3, and 3 is the manifestation of idea. Furthermore 4 is
the physical plane and 8 means power. And again, as in the
tribes of Israel we have 12, the cosmic sign. Here again
the symbol is proof that there was a cosmic pattern behind
the happenings of the book of Joshua.

The priests, the Levites, are not owners of anything.
Whatever they have is allotted to them. It is important to
understand this, for when we study Revelation, the last
book of the Bible, you will find that the tribe of Dan (which
represents Scorpio) has been changed into the tribe of the
Levites. As we said previously, the symbol of Scorpio is
an interesting one. It is the phoenix that rises from its own
ashes and symbolizes the death of the old and the regenera-
tion of the new. It is only through the work of Dan, and our
cooperation with Dan, that we become the Levites, the
priests of God. Dan is one of the most important signs from
the point of view of representing the esoteric side of nature.
Dan represents what we must do with ourselves to reach
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Covenant symbolizes the spiritual part of our being. We
must have complete stillness: **Be still and know that [ am
God.”’ In 4:9 Joshua marks the place in the Jordan with the
twelve stones, which indicates that he had experienced the
beginning of Cosmic Consciousness. The number twelve
stands for Cosmic Completion and seven symbolizes man’s
integration. This is the beginning of Illumination.

The sixth minor initiation is the renewal of the cir-
cumcision. That is a rededication but it is on the upward
spiral of development; it is the taking of the creative energy
which heretofore has been used for physical procreation
and raising it to the point where it is beginning to be used
for spiritual creation. The circumcision actually refers to
the change the glandular system undergoes in the Major

Initiation called the Transfiguration. This is the cabalistic
interpretation; but all of the esoteric schools are familiar
with these steps. They are very clearly denoted in certain
parts of the Bible. (I am sure you realize by now that many
of the people who compiled the Bible were great esote-
ricists.) It is up to us to learn how to read this Book proper-
ly. “They that have eyes, let them see, and they that have
ears, let them hear.”

The seventh minor initiation is represented by Joshua
meeting the man with the drawn sword. This is the Stranger,
the Dweller on the Threshold (5:13-15). I don’t think we
have to enlarge upon it here. This actually takes place just
before the First Major Initiation. When we meet the Dweller
on the Threshold, we have to account for all of our actions;
but we have the feeling that this is of God, and after this
experience we are never quite the same. But before this
takes place, Jericho is surrounded and must fall — that is,
there must be complete control of the unregenerate mind and
emotions. We must prepare ourselves for this tremendous
experience,

The eighth minor initiation is the eradication, as we
are told very graphically, of all the negativity that we have
hitherto known. It does not mean that we won’t occasionally
become angry or do a few things that we wish we had not;
but it won’t happen very often; and it will happen less and
less frequently as we advance. This is symbolized by the
complete destruction of Jericho. Seven trumpets made of
rams’ horns were blown by the priests to fell the wall of
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Virgo the Virgin and stands for purity. The name Benjamin
means ‘‘son of the right hand.”” This meaning is very in-
teresting when we consider what the symbol Virgo stands
for. Purity seems to be a completely passive quality, but
it is actually one of the most active of all qualities. We
must constantly strive to achieve this quality not only of
the body, but of the mind. The right hand is always the
symbol of active participation in work. ‘‘Ye have heard
that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit
adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a
woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her
already in his heart. And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck
it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee
that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy
whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand
offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is prof-
itable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and
not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.”” (Matt.
5:27-30) While the desire to be pure is incarnate in us, it
has been buried by our subconscious mind which frequently
has absorbed other ideas on the subject; so if we are to
achieve the state of real purity, we have to continually
work for it. It is probably the most difficult of all attain-
ments for mankind to reach. I don’t mean purity in a narrow
sexual sense, but purity of heart; we must be pure in mind
as well as in deed. We can only arrive at this state by an
active conscious participation of all our faculties. But this
is a part of spiritual growth we all must go through.

Then comes Simeon, an air sign represented by
Aquarius the Water Carrier. Simeon symbolizes power. It is
also the symbol of Brotherhood. The word Simeon means *‘he
who will hear.” Incidentally, we are now in the Aquarian
age and it certainly is an air age, isn’t it — both hot and
cold. The idea of Brotherhood is struggling for manifestation
through aid to our fellowmen.

Next is Zebulun which is represented by Capricorn
the goat. It is an earth sign. The name Zebulun means
“habitation or dwelling.” It symbolizes the physical body.

This is followed by Issachar, represented by Sagit-
tarius the hunter, which is a fire sign. It signifies wisdom
and the name itself means ‘‘compensation.’”’ In other words,
we are compensated for the spiritual knowledge we achieve
by right thinking and obedience to the Laws of the universe.
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it is around the thyroid. The power of the Creative Word
becomes real to us — that is the meaning of the Third Major
Initiation.

Besides its fascinating symbology, Joshua is also
historically very interesting. It is amazing to see what the
Israelites accomplished at this time. They had lived as
slaves for several centuries, but now they were able to
meet every emergency that arose. They began to be able to
exercise dominion over their environment. Perhaps you ask:
what was it that really motivated them? Well, we know that
it was not a personalized Yahweh and we know that it was
not a God of Wrath who came down from heaven and ordered
the Jews to kill all the people who stood in their way.

Well, then, what was it? It was.an ideal. If we learn
anything at all from this book of Joshua, we learn that an
ideal can perform miracles, provided we translate that ideal
into an Idea. There are many of us who have wonderful
ideals, but all we ever do is sit and dream about them. The
difference between the word '‘idea’’ and the word *‘ideal”’

is only the letter *'L’’. But that '‘L"’ is the letter Lamed in
the Hebrew alphabet. It means ‘*Thy will not my will bedone.”
In other words, we incamated with the capacity to realize
our ideal but we must translate it into an idea before we
can put it into effect. The book of Joshua is just such a
story — the story of a man and his people, a.man who step-
ped into a great man’s shoes, feeling no doubt very inad-
equate; but a man who actually did an absolutely terrific
job. He put his ideal into action and led his people into the
Promised Land. He saw to it that each one got a fair share
of the land; when they were settled he administered the
laws that Moses devised for them. In fact, the last words
Joshua said before he died were: ‘‘Be sure that you remain
true to the laws of Moses. As long as you do, you will
prosper.’”” And these people obeyed, at least for a while;
then they fell away, as we will see when we study the
books of Judges and Kings.

You know, the Israelites were very much like our-
selves. We don’t change very quickly; we reach peaks of
development and then we slide back; we reach still higher
peaks and slide back again. But the point of evolution is
that each time we reach a peak, it is a little higher than
the one we reached before. In the book of Joshua the Israel-
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and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved
us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the peo-
ple through whom we passed.’’ (24:17). And he warns them:
“If ye forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods, then he
will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he
hath done you good.’’ (24:20). And the people choose the
Lord. Joshua replied: '‘Your words are your witnesses a-
gainst you.”” Joshua wrote these words in the book of God;
then he took a stone and put it under an oak tree — as
though the stone were a deity which had heard the words.
By that stone the Israelites pledged themselves to remain
true to the law of Moses. Then Joshua, a very old man by
now, died and was buried in Mount Ephraim.

Half of the tribe of Manasseh went over the Jordan.
This tribe was originally the tribe of Joseph and was di-
vided between his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim. One
half of Manasseh settled on the east side of the Jordan and
the other half on the west. This explains why nine.and one-
half tribe's are on one side of the river and the two and one-
half are on the other. When we study the book of Revela-
tion we will find that the tribe of Dan has become the tribe
of the Levites.

The entire book of Joshua takes place in the land of
Canaan. The symbolism of the word Canaan is quite inter-
esting. Canaan was the Promised Land, the “‘land of milk
and honey.’’ Yet did it ever occur to you that if it was the
Promised Land, an awful lot of evil had to be cleared up in
it? Canaan probably saw more plundering, rape, killing; in
short, more horror than almost any part of the known world
at that time. Then how can it be the Promised Land? Be-
cause Canaan stands for the unregenerate nature of each of
us, the subconscious mind that can give us so muchtrouble.
But when we have leamed to control our subconscious
mind, then it becomes the power which enables us to enter
the Promised Land. It is then we find our problems fading

away and in their place comes the beginning of the fulfill-
ment of our dreams.

Let us now study the meaning of the tribes.

The first tribe mentioned is Reuben which symbolizes
the sign of Cancer, the Crab. The name Reuben means:
‘‘Behold my son.”” Cancer is a water sign and of course all
life comes out of the water. Now we can begin to see that
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JOSHUA, CHAPTERS 13-24

In Chapter 13 we have the recital of the division of
the land. The main point of interest here is that the tribes
of Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh settled east of the
Jordan. Obedient to their promise to Moses, they helped the
rest of the tribes to conquer the land and did not return to
their own territory until the war was over. However, the
'symbolic meaning of the various names of the towns is fas-
cinating; and although The Metaphysical Dictionary has
only some of them, I suggest you look them up. The impor-
tant thing in this section is that the twelve tribes which
are specifically named have a very definite plan. Not only
the plan that formulated the Jewish nation and lasted until
the end of Palestine, but an esoteric plan.

We speak of individual creation or individual perfect-
ion as symbolized by the number seven, and the cosmos as
symbolized by the number twelve. Let us look at the astro-
logical significance of these twelve tribes. T do not mean
in terms of fortune telling, but of their cosmic significance
which has a very definite symbolism in astrology. At this
point 1 might add that all of the so-called occult arts are
for the most part very much misunderstood. To use astrol-
ogy, hand analysis or Cabala for prognostication is foolish
and can be dangerous; but to use them as ‘‘cosmic indica-
tors’’ is something quite different. Very often in the Bjble
we come across certain references to them, and it is impor-
tant to know something about them. For instance, if you are
born in the sign of Cancer in this incarnation, you are of
the tribe of Reuben. Whatever the quality of that tribe is
will be part of your nature in this life. 1 do not mean the
physical tribe, but whatever the particular thing is that the
tribe symbolizes, you are trying to embody in this life. Your
sun sign is symbolized by a tribe. (Your sun sign is the
month and day of your birth.)

Why is the point made that seven tribes did not re-
ceive their portions and five already had? Because we are



