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THE CODE OF HOLINESS

We will now discuss the remaining chapters of Leviti
cus, the book of the Levites who were the high priests of 
Israel. They symbolize the mentality dedicated to the wor
ship of God. Moses gave them a body of Laws known as the 
Code of Holiness. What does it mean to be "h oly”? We 
immediately think of somebody who has been "sainted” or 
who has had a mystic experience. But we do not mean this; 
in our sense, "holy” means to be whole, to be at one with 
our God, to be a complete person. This is something we are 
all striving for and hoping to achieve some day. This code 
of laws given to us by Moses certainly pertains to our physi
cal life, but it pertains far more realistically to our inner 
life. We know life operates on many levels. The average 
person thinks: "The grave is the end.” A few others are 
a little more spiritual but they still live primarily in a phy
sica l world and are subject to the laws of the physical 
plane. Only as they progress spiritually do they understand 
the law and get more power in their life. In the realm of the 
physical life the Mosaic laws of the Code of Holiness may 
be called an Ethical Code. Today Judaism is not a mystical 
teaching but an ethical and moral teaching, but there is no 
higher moral teaching in all of the traditional religions. 
However, above this Ethical Code there is the higher Code 
of Purification. The laws apply severely to those who have 
some spiritual knowledge or to those seeking union with 
their God. This tremendous experience awaits us all some
day, somewhere (it can even happen now); and it is in pre
paration for this experience, which is always a voluntary 
experience, that a knowledge and understanding of this Code 
of Holiness is so necessary to us.

Moses first of all tells us to have a respect for our pa
rents. "Honor thy father and thy mother.” Esoterically this 
means that we should make proper use of our mentality(father) 
and emotions (mother). The Second Commandment, "Keep 
the Sabbath holy,” tells us that at the end of a successful



demonstration to change our life, we should rest. We should 
not disturb what has been accomplished once we know we 
have made our demonstration and have a feeling of peace 
and certainty. He stressed the sacrifice of a peace offering 
of our own free will. Many of the laws of Leviticus say we 
must sacrifice a bullock, a lamb or a goat, but this second 
commandment does not (nean that kind of a sacrifice or 
peace offering. On the physical plane a peace offering is 
that which makes peace between you and your God, and 
and from this you expect His blessing. In the esoteric 
sense a “peace offering” means something different. The 
individual who has been at war with his God has been at 
war with himself; his "peace offering” is the symbolic 
voluntary sacrifice of his physical, emotional and mental 
equipment on the altar of the God within. It is only then 
that he is at peace.

Tithing and charity are discussed in Leviticus. Moses 
built a tremendous financial organization for the Jews. 
This was paid for in the currency of those days — animals, 
fruits and vegetables. A certain portion of their goods 
had to be given to the temple. They were told to tithe, 
and they did so. By this they were made to realize that they 
were giving back to God, the One and Only Source of all 
substance, a token offering of remembrance and thanks. In 
an esoteric sense, tithing is not only the giving, of money 
but the giving of yourself for other people; it is the desire 
to seek ways to help others. It is wonderful to tithe your 
time, but you should do so only because you want to not 
because you think you should. (Never do anything in the 
spirit of duty.) If you do something because you think you 
must, you will only defeat yourself.

In Chapter 19, Moses constantly refers to the Ten 
Commandments, first given us in Exodus. Here he stresses 
the deeper meaning: “You should not steal, nor lie, nor 
blaspheme, nor give false judgment; give up hatred, and 
gossip and resentment; do not commit adultery; "thou shall 
love thy neighbor as thyself for I am the Lord.” Here in 
Leviticus, these commandments apply to our inner spiritual 
life as well as our outer life. This is their real meaning 
• to tell us how to live this spiritual life.

But how can one live spiritually? The first thing you 
must do is to learn to understand yourself. Until you be*



come objective about yourself, until you realize you are 
not fooling yourself, you, in the esoteric sense, are lying,, 
stealing, blaspheming, etc. You are bringing into your life 
something that is not true. Remember, you can only have 
in your life what you have the consciousness for. For in
stance, the “intellectual” metaphysician only develops 
his intellect and never gets to know himself; he hides 
behind a facade of sophisticated words, but his life never 
changes. He doesn’t know that in Leviticus we are given a 
Code for Development, a Code for Initiation, and that these 
laws apply to our inner and our outer lives. We don’t expect 
a person on the spiritual path to rob a bank or elope with 
his neighbor’s wife. Intellectual metaphysicians don’t either; 
but they often attribute to themselves experiences they 
have not had and knowledge they do not possess. They 
deceive themselves by thinking they have the Truth; the 
tragedy is they only harm themselves. If we do wrong eso- 
terically, we pay a greater price than if we do wrong on the 
physical plane. True metaphysicians know that the moment 
they go astray, they pay more quickly for any misdemeanor 
than they ever did before they heard of the Word.

Beginning with Chapter 19 verse 19, we are shown 
that the Mosaic law is very definitely a doctrine for phy
sical living and a doctrine for the spiritual development 
of those on the path of Initiation. Three texts, verse 19 
and verses 23-25, pertain to the planting of vineyards. 
After the tree is planted, the fruit is not to be touched for 
three years because it is "uncircumcised”; the fourth year 
the fruit is to be pledged to the Lord, and the fifth year 
it could be eaten by the people. A tree is the symbol of the 
Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge and this passage 
refers to the Tree of the Knowledge of God and Evil. 
These particular trees symbolize the seven main glands, 
or centers, of the endocrine chain. (I am giving the e s 
oteric names for these glands not the medical names.) 
The first one is the sacral plexus; the second, the 
solar plexus; the third, the spleen. We are told 
that until the fifth year these three glands are uncircum
cised. This means that these glands have not been devel
oped and only function on the physical and psychic level 
at this point. In the fourth year these glands are to be de
dicated to the Lord; this is done either through the opening 
and developing of the next center, sometimes referred to as



the heart, or through the thymus, which is the fourth gland. 
This is often called "the Transformed Heart." In the fifth 
year we may eat of that fruit, and the fifth gland is the 
thyroid. The thyroid symbolizes the First Initiation. Through 
the development of these glands, which now include their 
spiritual as well as their physical fnnctions, starting from 
the sacral plexus and following the path of the Code of 
Holiness, we are brought to the First Major Initiation of 
the soul. This is the story.Fantastic, isn’t it?

There are three distinct stages of development. Firsts 
the blind, completely undeveloped stage when we are not 
aware of the spiritual life, and would not be interested if 
we were. Second, the stage which Moses referred to as "the 
first four years" when through inner development and inner 
growth we go through a "psychic stage.” We have a tremen
dous sensitivity and sometimes become "spiritualistic." 
This should be guarded against, and we are warned at this 
stage not to eat the uncircumcised fruit. Finally, the third 
stage, the First Major Initiation of the soul, begins to 
emerge when the fifth gland opens. This takes a long time 
and is symbolically known as the Immaculate Conception 
and the Virgin Birth. The birth of Jesus symbolizes this 
stage. When it has been reached the human being, for the 
first time, and in full consciousness, is fully aware of 
the Presence of God within him. Until then this idea has 
been only an intellectual concept, even though he has 
spent hours meditating on the Presence within. Now for 
the first time it becomes a living experience, and nothing 
can ever take this experience away. Though he may not 
retain it (few people do), the memory of it will never leave 
him. There is no time limit to this experience. It may last 
for minutes or days, and occasionally weeks, and it may 
recur frequently or infrequently or it may never recur again. 
But whether it is for a split second or for months, one knows 
that I AM is a living reality, and one never ever forgets 
it. One is never the same again. There are five major Ini
tiations, and this is the first one; the individual becomes 
conciously aware of his God as a living Personality 
within himself.

Leviticus 19, 26 and 31 give us a definite warning 
which Moses reiterates in 20:6 and 27 (and in Deuteronomy 
18:10) that we are not to seek outside aid from "them



that have familiar spirits, wizards” or "observers of time.” 
Spiritualists and astrologists are to be avoided. At that 
time the Jews often followed their advice and, particularly 
in Egypt, frequently consulted astrologists. But as Moses 
guided them, physically and esoterically, into the path of 
the One God, he definitely and deliberately isolated them 
from any outside influence that could alienate their affec
tion for and lessen their interest in the One God. "Thou 
shalthave no other gods before me, I am the Lord, thy God.” 
Moses taught them to rely completely on that God by means 
of his moral and ethical code. He kept stressing that: "You 
must love your neighbor as yourself.” Yet in Chapter 24:20 
we find "Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth.” 
Is there anything esoteric in that statement? Of course 
there is. It does not mean that we should go around exact
ing our vengeance on people who have hurt us. It means 
that when you get on the path, the things you have done 
wrong, consciously or unconsciously, are going to be paid 
back in kind; and the things you have done right conscious
ly or unconsciously, are going to be paid back, too. This 
statement is what the Hindus call the Law of Karma. Moses 
shows what will happen if we behave intelligently or foolish
ly; he puts it in the form of "God will do this to you” or 
"I, the Lord, will do so and so.” Actually, nothing is done 
to us by God: What happens to us at any stage of our de
velopment, is  done by ourselves, from the most exoteric 
to the most esoteric.

Chapter 25 concerns the Year of the Jubilee. The 
Jews were told that every seventh year they are to rest 
from their work and are to do this seven times, that is for 
49 years. The fiftieth year is to be the Year of the Jubilee 
and no work of any kind is to be done the entire year. In 
the Cabala 7 stands for the idea of intuition and spiritual 
intergration; on the outer plane it represents a time of inner 
study and withdrawal from the outer world (but not a retreat 
from the world). Seven is a time for inbuilding, a breathing 
in of a new pattern, originating with the Hindu concept of 
the Day and Night of Brahm. In the Day period everything 
is out in the open; in the period of Night, when the breath 
of Brahm is drawn in, all things are subjective and quiet. 
The 7 symbolizes this kind of action in the human being. 
Moses, being an Initiate, knew these things and gave his 
people the seventh year of rest, the time of indrawing and



of being quiet. The next year, the 8 year, symbolizes an 
active, productive year. (In the Cabala we will discuss 
the significance of numbers.)

The meaning of the Year of Jubilee is liberation. 
The Jews, who interpreted it literally, have never main
tained it. (Frankly, how could they, or anyone, celebrate 
a year of perpetual Sabbath and worship?) The main thing 
is to understand that it was the climax of rebuilding, re
generation, resurrection. This symbolism applies to all of 
us; we all have our Year of Jubilee.

Chapter 26. concerns the renewing of the covenant of 
God with man. It becomes apparent, as you study it, that 
Moses guided his people into becoming, not a chosen peo
ple, but a dedicated people. He gave them the ways and 
means by which to live; if they followed his laws they could 
achieve whatever they wanted. But humanity progresses 
very slowly and even today only a few people recognize 
the teaching of Moses for what it really is.

The last chapter, 27, gives a detailed description of 
what each man must pay and what he must pay for. The Jews 
had to pay for practically everything they did except breathe. 
They had to pay if they sinned or if they prayed or if they 
wanted to celebrate, etc. But there was a reason behind 
this. Moses showed them that by the symbol of paying 
they were returning to God a little of all that He had given 
them — he was reminding them that the Source of all their 
substance was God. Moses showed them how to obtain 
everything they needed. These things were always there, 
but someone had to open their eyes for them to see, some
one had to show them how to make use of them. Moses 
taught them never to forget that God was the only Source 
of Life; he reminded them of the path they had to travel, 
and by giving them a body of laws he was sure they would 
never forget it. Tithing, that is giving some of their goods 
back to its original Source, God, was one of the ways he 
taught them never to forget what they owed to their God. 
Little by little Moses made his people realize there was 
nothing to fear from the competition of the outside world 
if the first fruits of their own labor were given to God. 
Leviticus relates how they learned and remembered the 
knowledge given to them by one of the world’s great 
spiritual leaders.
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CABALA

A knowledge of the Cabala is a tremendous aid in 
Bible symbolism, and will give you a deeper insight into the 
meaning of the Bible. Only your personal revelation will teach 
you more. I would like to point out that it is a good idea 
to treat at least once a week for the illumination of Truth 
and your personal revelation. This is the primary purpose 
of the metaphysical teaching; to bring you to such a union 
with your God that you hear, know and instinctively re
spond to the God which is within you. When this happens 
it will occur with such clarity that there will be no mis
taking it.

The Cabala as it has been taught for many years 
does not specifically teach us how to achieve this union, 
but it does provide one of the greatest means that we have 
by which we may quicken our response to our own intuition. 
The system of the Cabala utilizes the numbers 1 through 9- 
These nine numbers in their relation to one another or to a 
particular word will have a specific meaning. As we study 
the pattern of these numbers (as we are doing in our study 
of the Bible) something in us suddenly responds to them 
and they reveal to us their message. This is not a psychic 
but an intuitive response that we all have within us when 
we are developed enough to receive it.

Let us first study briefly the history of the Cabala. 
(There are three ways of spelling the word: Cabala, Cab- 
balah and Quaballah.) It is an inner teaching that is ex
tremely esoteric. Authorities dispute the date o f its origin
ation, but my own belief is that it was revealed during the 
period between Jacob and Moses. It was considered too 
sacred to be written down and was given to students by 
word of mouth. Only a select few were singled out by the 
masters of the Cabala and taught its innermost secrets. 
As it came down through the centuries it influenced (and 
was influenced by) other philosophies such as Pythagor- 
ism, Agnosticism and Neo-Platonism.



The Cabala as we have it today dates back to a 
Jewish rabbi of the second century. He hid in a cave and 
after thirteen years of contemplation emerged with this 
amazing philosophy. He wrote it down and this book, care
fully and secretly maintained, was called Sepher Yetzirah 
or the Book of the Limitless One.

The Cabala describes the Infinite; it is a geometric 
way of expressing God; it is a mathematical pattern of the 
universe and the way in which it was created, it describes 
heaven and hell, the order of the angels and demons, man’s 
place in the universe and the attributes of his soul. There 
are many references to the Cabala in the Talmudic writings 
and in the Midrash of the Hebrew religion. However only 
after the second century did it become more widely known, 
and it did not make its way to Italy, Spain and Germany 
until the ninth or tenth century. From there it spread 
throughout Central Europe and its renascence occurred in 
Poland about the middle of the thirteenth century.

Prior to this the greatest book on the subject was 
written. It is called The Zohar, and means Splendor, 
Brightness. It is the bible of the Cabala, and next to our 
Bible, the most revered of books. It is a philosophic tre
atise of religion, and explains the numerical science of 
the Cabala and its relation to astrology; it describes the 
power and law of the universe which man has the privilege 
to use; it delineates the nature of God and man. But more 
importantly it d iscusses the most esoteric subject of meta
physics — the Tree of Life. A book that is a good commen
tary on The Zohar has the very beautiful title The Anatomy 
of the Body of God. This title actually describes what the 
Cabala is really about.

If you should obtain a copy of The Zohar you will 
find it very difficult to read. It is written in the way that 
many of the great religious tracts were written, in that 
the uninitiated would be unable to perceive its inner mean
ing and the initiated would be able to read it as simply 
as we read the alphabet. We don’t have to look very far 
for a comparable example. We have only to read the Book 
of Revelation in the Bible to find levels which are far 
beyond the understanding of most of us.

This is a brief outline of the history of the Cabala. 
It flourishes today as quietly and as profoundly as ever



because a group of Polish Jews revived it in the seven
teenth or eighteenth century. This group which was known 
as the Hasidim consisted of devotees of the Cabala, and 
their teaching continues to this day. I want to make it clear 
that the real mysticism of the Hebrew religion is the Ca
bala. 1 know Hasidic rabbis and the depth and purity of 
their lives is beautiful to see; it is something unique and 
unknown in our century. They will sacrifice their own lives 
for what most people would consider a silly ideal. We could 
describe the Cabalist of today as a composite of a figure 
from another century and a modern philosopher.

We cannot close our eyes to the fact that this teaching 
is sometimes misapplied. We know there is magic in num
bers as there is magic in metaphysical healing, in the sense 
that power (the Law) is in itself neither good nor evil except 
in the way it is used. The same power that a metaphysical 
healer can use to heal one person is exactly the same power 
that can be used to control another’s mind. It depends on 
the motivation of the person using the power. Unfortunately 
a few Cabalists have used this knowledge for unscrupulous 
purposes. Not only is it wrong but it is  dangerous to do so. 
We are to rely on the Presence of God and our understand
ing of metaphysical truth to bring about changes in our own 
lives and in the lives of those who ask us for help. But re
member we can help only those who ask for it; we never 
have the right to impose our own will on another person. Yet 
there have been Cabalists who have used this power and 
the magic” of numbers for their own purposes. When they 
have done so it has boomeranged.

However, the meaning and use of the Cabala are quite 
different. The Cabala is  based on a system of numbers 
which tells us many things. But before we go into the mean
ing and particular qualities of the numbers, let us discuss 
briefly the theory of the Cabala. According to this theory, 
whatever your first name is in this life you chose it before 
you were born on this earth plane. Your parents may have 
thought they chose it for you, but you transmitted it tele- 
pathically to them. Your name conveys to the Cabalist the 
potentialities that you were bom with. People who say: 
”1 hate my name” actually hate themselves. Some people 
believe they can change their luck by changing their name 
(actually the numbers of their name); this isn’t so.



The day of your birth is the day on which you died in 
your last incarnation. The day you depart in this particular 
incarnation will be the date of your birth in your next life. 
Nothing ever happens by chance; life moves in a circle, and 
nothing can break that circle.

Actually, the reason we select our name is  an eso
teric one. There comes a time in our development when we 
become aware of our Real Self. Then each of us will know 
his spiritual name. We will then be surprised to discover 
that it is  similar to our present name. Through all our in
carnations we have had that spiritual name; it is  always 
similar to the name we have in each incarnation. In a very 
real sense, the name we now bear is  very much us. It is  our 
true identity, and it expresses our relationship to the Pre
sence of God within us. The name we now have is  a dim 
echo of our spiritual name. Therefore our first (or given) 
name will always be a dim echo until we come to the time 
when we can wear and use our real spiritual name. Our full 
name reflects our spiritual name, but our first name is  the 
real us. In marriage it is  the second name that is  added. 
Our first name is  our personal identification card and our 
second indicates the environment into which we have in
carnated and that we have chosen. If we don’t like our en
vironment, remember we chose it.

The men and women who first conceived the idea of 
the Cabala were undoubtedly highly illuminated. It was re
vealed to them long before there was an alphabet. Revela
tion on a high mountain is  of no practical use; the intellect 
must take the revelation and adapt it to everyday use. And 
so it was with the Cabala. Its originators conceived a phil
osophy which is based on a system of numbers. Incidentally, 
it is  fascinating to trace the way numbers were originally 
written. Two symbols were used, the cross and the circle. 
Each number, with the exception of 1, 3 and 7, is  composed 
of a circle, which is  the symbol of God, and a cross which 
is  the symbol of earth. For instance, the number 2 was ori
ginally written as a circle with a line beneath; this line had 
another line descending from it which signified the Infinite 
manifesting on the earth plane. The varying positions of 
these numbers 2,4,6,8 and 9 describe the relationship which 
exists between man and God. The 7 and 3 are made of tri
angles, and the 1 is an elongated dot.



The Cabalist s conceived a universe of Form, Law and 
Order, and they described it in terms of digits. They em
ployed the circle as a symbol of the Infinite (the Godhead) 
with a dot in the center to represent man. (If you are inter
ested in astrology, you know that the sun sign, which is  
true individuality, is  indicated by this symbol.) The dot 
was elongated and became the number 1; from this the other 
numbers followed.

MEANINGS OP THE NUMBERS
1: New Beginning, creativeness, individuality, person-

sonality, originality. It represents the mystical ex
pression: Is-ness. People who have a " l  birth path” 
are usually cold, austere and serious. A scientist 
will very often have this birth path.

2: Dependence, emotion, cooperation. On the negative
side: Weakness, the need for an audience or some
thing to work against, duality. A person with a ”2 
birth path” is  highly emotional. Many actors have 
this birth path: they need a vehicle to work with, an 
audience to entertain.

3: Manifestation of Idea, family, activity, mental cre
ation, the focal point of the Trinity, which is  com
posed of the first three numbers: 1 is masculine and 
2 is feminine. You cannot create anything (;3) un
less you have a positive (1) and a negative (2) to 
make a polarity to produce it — a man (1) and a wo
man (2) create a child (.3). The entire Cabala works 
on this basis, and in theology it is called the Trinity.

4: Physical Manifestation, earth, fruition, material,
solid, work, practicality. In a negative sense: de
struction, danger, constriction. Nothing comes easily 
to a person with a ”4 birth path”; he must always 
work for what he gets, unlike a person with a ”3 or 
6 birth path” who often has things handed to him on 
a silver platter. 4 is the number of foundation and 
building on the physical plane.

5: Balance, universal activity, law, intelligence, men
tal power, curiosity, and one sense of integration, 
because it is the balance between the conscious 
and subconscious mind.

6: Service, beauty, love, art. In a negative sense: jea
lousy, envy, malice. Each number is  both positive 
and negative, depending on what numbers surround



it. Por instance, in the book of Revelation the 
Beast that will come is  symbolized by the number 
666. The Beast represents the negative side of the 
number, or the negation of service which is selfish
ness. The 6 emphasized in this fashion, 666, indi
cates the epitome of human selfishness.

7: Mysticism, spiritual integration, intuition, deep in
sight, power of the Word. In a negative sense: 
sharp-shooter, shrewdness.

8: Power, will, vitality, accumulation. It implies much
more than power on the physical plane. It is composed 
of two circles, and means that the goal of all acti
vity is  union.

9: End of a Cycle, sense of drama, climax, the vicari
ous cross or martyr complex, oblivion. 'A person with 
a **9 birth path’*, even when it is negative, will 
dramatize everything he does. He must always be 
the center of the stage. The 9 is  the end of a cycle 
of numbers in the Cabala. The 10 is reduced to a 1 
and indicates a new beginning, including the back
ground of the completed cycle which preceded it.

THE BIRTH PATH
The birth path is found by adding together the month, 

day and year of your birth. For instance, you would add the 
numbers of the year 1953: 1+9+5+3=18=1+8 =9- Then add your 
birth month to the year. If it is beyond the ninth month, that 
is October, November or December, reduce the number of the 
month as well. For example, December, the twelfth month, 
would reduce to a 3» The day is then added, and if the day 
happens to be the 21st, you again reduce that: 2+1=3. You 
then have the birth path for a child born on December 21, 
1953 of: 3+3+9=15=1+5=6.

THE ALPHABET
There are twenty-two letters in the Hebrew alphabet 

and twenty-six letters in the English. The Hebrews have 
no vowels in their alphabet, and use dots to indicate where 
a vowel should be. (There are no vowel sounds in Hebrew.) 
Below are the English letters which have been condensed 
into the cycle of nine numbers. Strangely enough, the mean
ing is the same as the Hebrew letters.



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
A B C D E F 0 P T
I K L M H S Z
J R G N U
Q W V
Y X

Remember that numbers may be either positive or neg
ative, but certain numbers are predominantly positive, or 
masculine, and certain numbers are predominantly negative, 
or feminine, subjective. The predominantly masculine num
bers are 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9; the predominantly feminine num
bers are 2, 4, 6, 8.

I am sure that you will want to work out the meaning 
of your name . Your name, of course, is divided into vowels 
and consonants. To get the pattern of your name, writedown 
the numerical value of the consonants, and on a line below 
it write down the numerical value of the vowels. Add these 
together. The consonants in your name represent your phys
ical life, your activity, what you are supposed to manifest. 
The vowels represent your subconscious life, what your aim 
in life is, what goals you want to achieve, what your make
up is. The combinadon of these two numbers gives you a 
picture of what you are. If you add these numbers to the sum 
total of your birth date, as explained above, you will have 
a pretty good map of your life. It isn’t terribly difficult to 
do, and it is extremely interesting. It will give you an in
sight into yourself. You will remember when we studied 
Genesis that we discussed the meaning of Abraham’s name, 
and we saw that the adding of the H to his name was very 
important (Abram, Abraham). As your understanding grows 
of these letters associated with these numbers the names 
in the Bible (as well as your own) take on a completely 
different meaning.

The Bible is written in the Hebrew alphabet and once 
we have a little knowledge of it and the symbolic meaning 
of its letters, we can obtain a deeper insight into both the 
numbers used by the Cabalists and the meaning of the Eng
lish letters transposed into numbers, f o r  this reason I would 
like to tell you something about the Hebrew alphabet. (We 
have discussed previously some of the Hebrew letters, par
ticularly Yahweh, which is  spelled Yod-Heh-Vav-Heh.) The



letters of this alphabet convey ideas by means of writing, 
and are formed in such a way as to give a picture of the 
ideas which they symbolize and depict. For instance, the 
first letter, Aleph, means bull. This tells us that Aleph re
presents the physical plane. Each letter has a specific 
meaning, and its written character is a rough diagram of the 
thing it represents.

The Hebrew alphabet is comprised of twenty-two let
ters with variations. There are no vowels, but little dots 
above the letter indicate vowel sounds. Incidentally, I have 
never been able to discover why Hebrew is  read from right 
to left.

THE HEBREW ALPHABET
ALEPH:

BETH:

GIMEL:

DALETH:

HEH:

VAV:

ZAIN:
CHETH:

The Hebrew spelling, ALEE, has been An
glicized to Aleph. It means the Bull, the 
physical body, the physical plane, 
means the House. The formation of the let
ter is not unlike an open, square house. It is 
interesting to note that with the change of 
one letter Beth becomes Veth. Beth signi
fies life and Veth signifies death. Beth sym
bolizes a house which contains the Spirit. 
Whether that house is  built on one plane or 
another, life or death, is indicated by the 
absence or the presence of the vowel in the 
letter.
A Camel. (An important item of property at 
that time.)
Open Door. This is another symbol of the 
physical plane: you come through the door 
into the open, into the earth.
Window. The light coming through the win
dow (Heh-Vav-Heh) is  the same spelling as 
Yahweh, without the first letter Y: (Yod- 
Heh-Vav-Heh.).
Nail or the link. You have a house, a door, 
a window and a nail.
('Sometimes Z'AYIN) The Sword.
The Fenced Field. A variation of this is 
TETH, the Serpent. (Many of these symbols 
are agricultural, for the Jews were an agri-



YOD:

CHAF:

LAMED:

MEM:
NUN:

SAMECH:
AYIN:
PEH:
TZ'ADDI:
KUOPH:
RESH:

SHIN:

TAV:

cultural race.)
The Open Hand, or, God in Action. (This 
letter reminds me of Michelangelo’s painting 
of the Creation. In it God reaches down from 
heaven and touches the finger of Adam to 
endow him with self-consciousness.) 
(Sometimes KAE). The Grasping Hand. (Yod 
is  the open hand; Chaf is the grasping hand.) 
The Ox-Goad. It symbolically means: "Thy 
Will, not my will be done.”
Womb, Water.
Fish. As you will see later, this actually 
pertains to the physical plane.
Tent Peg.
(Sometimes OYIN.) The Eye.
The Spoken Word 
Fish Hook
(Sometimes QUOPH.) The Pre sence, God.
The Face. The intellect. (From the point of 
view of the Tarot: that which gives conscious 
direction.)
(SIN is a variation.) The Fang, tooth. Simi
lar to the serpent.
Victory; it symbolizes the Cross. Like the 
letter of the Greek alphabet, TAU, that cor
responds to the letter "T ”.

Four letters are reversible, that is  are spelled the 
same way when read in either direction: HEH, VAV, MEM 
and NUN.

This amazing alphabet, as we see from the pungent de
finitions of the letters, gave the Hebrews an ideographical 
basis for their language. But its true genius lies in the fact 
that it is constructed in such a way as to hold the greatest eso
teric truths. The ancients believed, as we do in metaphy
sics, that the universe and ourselves are composed of four 
elements. The four letters, Heh, Vav, Mem and Nun, by their 
character tell us what the four elements are: air, earth, 
water and fire. Everything in the entire universe is  com
posed of these elements — man, the microcosm and the 
macrocosm. These four letters also have another meaning. 
Take the letter Heh, which means air, remember its defini
tion is  the window. The name Eve means the light coming 
through the window into a smaller window. Naturally, light



travels through the air. Vav signifies fire; Mem signifies 
water and Nun signifies earth. Sometimes in the Bible they 
convey the symbolic idea that there is  a particular plane of 
being that is  being rebuilt; or that a particular plane of be
ing is  the scene of this rebuilding activity.

To give you an idea of some of the other things these 
letters tell us, let us discuss the letter LAMED. In Tarot 
this letter is the Hanged Man’s card. The Hanged Man hangs 
upside down from a tree, his body in the form of a cross. 
Yet, strangely enough, he wears a sweet, happy smile on 
his face. Its meaning is  a variation of the Hindu saying: 
"In submitting to Thy Will, 0 Lord, I make it possible for 
Thee to do my will.” When you reach that point of develop
ment and understanding, conflicts and problems do not upset 
you, there is no discrepancy between the perfect pattern we 
have in our minds and the idea we are trying to express. No 
difficulty can stand in the way, even though it causes us 
pain.

If we break down the word LAMED in this manner:

Consonants:
L M D 
3 - 4 - 4  = 11/2 2+6=8

Vowels: I — 5 > 6
we find that its number is 8. When we discussed the form of 
the 8 we saw that it was a double circle, and means: "A s 
above, so below”. The breaking down of words into their 
component numerical value is  technically called Gematria.

The whole Hebrew alphabet gives you a picture of the 
growth of the human soul. Eor example, Aleph the Bull, is  
the physical body. The body must live in a house, which is 
Beth. Gimel, the camel, is  a means of locomotion signifying 
the power of movement which is a conscious attribute. Dal- 
eth represents the physical plane, the door by which one 
goes out into another experience; this can only be done by 
virtue of Heh, which is  Spirit, the light coming through the 
window from God. You and the Spirit are joined by Vav, the 
nail or link. When you reach Lamed you say: "Thy Will, not 
my will be done”. By means of this you come to Mem, the 
womb; you must be born again. You are reborn by Nun, the 
fish in the water (Mem); this signifies the physical plane, 
but in the sense that you crucify your old life. Don’t you



find that as we "play” with these letters they begin to tell 
us a fascinating story?

Let us take the name of Adam: Aleph (1), Daleth (4), 
Aleph (1), Mem (4) = 10/1. Its Cabalistic number is a 10/1: 
1 is  the New Beginning, and we are told that this man Adam 
starts something new. What it is we do not know yet. Why 
was his name Adam and not Bob? Because the names of the 
people in our Bible were chosen by the early teachers spe
cifically to symbolize the true meaning of the story. The 
name Adam indicates that there are only two planes of ex
istence: the physical (D) and the emotional (M). The next 
name is  Eve: Heh-Vav-Heh: the light shining through the 
window, the light that comes from the higher planes of the 
mental (E) and the spiritual (V). And we are told that Adam 
and Eve are one human being. Adam, the physical man, has 
a feeling nature. He certainly did feel and experienced fear. 
But without Eve, his soul, he is  completely nothing. So now 
the name Adam tells us: There are only two planes; a phy
sical plane on which a body can feel (so can an animal), 
and a mental or spiritual plane that is  added by Eve. Only 
when you put the names together, Adam and Eve, do you 
have a spiritual being.

As you study the names in the Bible you will also 
find that names change. Joshua becomes Jesus, and the 
name John has a number of derivations. Before closing this 
chapter, I would like to add that I find it uncanny that al
though we have to use the English alphabet rather than the 
original Hebrew, the inner story of the Bible is  still there. 
This is true spiritual genius, and I know of no other reli
gious teaching that contains such a tremendous teaching as 
the Cabala, a teaching that is  hidden in our Bible, and 
which is  there for all of us to read if we have the key.
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\ĵ Cy\JL  ̂ A jjU U Lp tsy\ &(_$—£̂<J

'Tu-4_4—<=> d-̂ y* J2~<L-e~-Pj2s> / d  A/) 

Ur~e&P cuo eX-M S-^d-^fsu ii ^ .

to  Tt-d-^f ctk-Q. H*Lc I t u ^ /  ir ijZ j 

^  1 ^ - je .^ J U t &dL$~~q

J J  h L o < ^ e ^ d £  *2

H u m s) lu—Jj-^r^JLiJu-j-fl t

b^UrtA-O^ ^ u d ilL 'u a J ^  d-**~J

- J ip  b£ -r &  i4 n ^—f>
dL^ aJLo-v^uj f-f-z /  d d ^

IT ^JU utJl $SL-4-d-*> f-~° ^LS‘ us*'vry\ 

t-(S\4~t\ t\~dyv— ’

fh .  A



NUMBERS, CHAPTERS I - 14

In the modern version of the Hebrew Bible the fourth 
book of the Pentateuch is referred to as "In the Desert,” 
but in the English version it is known as the book of Num
bers. It is called this because the first three chapters 
describe the numbering of the Jews which was taken when 
the Hebrews were living in the wilderness of Sinai. It is 
said that the period of living in the wilderness lasted forty 
years. But was it really forty years? No one actually knows, 
and I don’t think it really matters. It is unimportant whether 
or not the period mentioned was literally forty years; the 
important thing is the meaning of the number forty. Accord
ing to the Cabala forty means a demonstration; in the Bible 
the number forty is used to symbolize a long period of time. 
For example, Moses, after killing an Egyptian, was in exile 
in Midian for forty years; the Jews lived in the wilderness 
for forty years; Jesus spent forty days in prayer, etc. Nor 
is the census of the Israelites of great significance or 
interest. Again it is the number that is important. When we 
read that the army Moses ordered set aside totaled only 
603,550 men of twenty years and over, we realize that a 
complete census including older people, women and child
ren would mean that the exiled horde consisted of over two 
million souls. This is absolutely impossible. We must under
stand that the figures are telling us quite another story. 
Not only in the Old and New Testaments, but in many other 
books of spiritual literature, large numbers are used to 
emphasize a point — not for their numerical truth but for 
their spiritual or psychological truth.

The writers of the Bible, who were inspired by God, 
had a great knowledge of the human soul; they had a deep 
understanding of the mental processes of the average human 
being and they knew that people reading it would be im
pressed by large numbers. Even today we still haven’t out
grown the idea that it is quantity rather than quality that is



important. But the number of Moses’ army (603,550) was not 
chosen at random. It reduces cabalistically to a 1 which 
means a new beginning for man — it tells us that the story 
of this army is the physical and spiritual story of human 
beings starting anew.

The book of Numbers is divided into three distinct 
sections — the first ten chapters concern the sojourn of 
the Israelites in the wilderness of Sinai; the second se c
tion their migration to and living in the wilderness ofParan; 
and finally, at the end of the book their arrival at Moab. 
Mount Sinai symbolically represents the uplifted thought, 
but because it is located in the wilderness, what it de
scribes occurs only to those who have illumination. Before 
illumination there is a feeling of desolation, a feeling of 
intense loneliness. The saying: "It is very lonely on Mount 
Olympus” is an extremely apt description of that period of 
loneliness which the mystic must undergo. It is inde
scribable and the rest of us cannot understand it. Saint 
John of the Cross called it "the dark night of the soul.” 
But although we do not have as yet any comprehension of 
the m ystic’s rapport with God we will all eventually acquire 
such knowledge. At this moment this Olympian territory is 
not overpopulated. The "wilderness of Sinai” symbolizes 
that place where we will acquire spiritual knowledge even 
though at the moment it appears difficult and rough. Paran 
means searching, seeking out, overcoming. It describes 
what happens to each one of us: we make contact with our 
God, we make a demonstration, we may even be illuminated, 
but we cannot sustain this experience. We have not yet 
reached that level of perfection. Do you think anyone of us 
can be a saint twenty-four hours a day? I doubt it. We all 
have periods when we slide back, periods when we look 
back to the last high peak of consciousness that we attain
ed. We spend a great deal of time trying to recapture this 
experience or trying to reach a higher consciousness. This 
searching is referred to spiritually as the state of Paran. 
Finally we come to Moab, "the seed of the father, the liv
ing truth.” Remember that at this point the Israelites are on 
their way to the Promised Land. From our knowledge of 
esoteric development, we know that the day will come 
(whether it will be in this lifetime or not we do not know)



when each of us will live in peace and harmony; we will 
have achieved complete fulfillment because we are doing 
the thing that we were born to do. This is the Promised 
Land that each and everyone of us will eventually reach. 
We are told in Numbers that the Israelites were on their way 
to that Land, and that Moab, the seed of the Father, was the 
last stop before they found it.

Numbers is especially interesting because it is the 
climax of the experiences of Moses and his people. Exodus 
told us the amazing story of how God sent Moses to deliver 
his people from the Egyptians; and it also told us the story 
of Moses’ spiritual development. Leviticus, the book of 
the Law, described the setting up of the priesthood. More 
than that, we found it to be a guide for those who are ready 
to take the steps of spiritual development. It showed us 
very clearly what these steps are and how they are to be 
taken. Now in Numbers, after the census taking, the setting 
up of the various tribes around the temple is described. It 
is interesting to learn the specific locations for these tribes 
around the tent of meeting. The tabernacle was placed in 
the center of a square, with tribes to guard it on its four 
sides. Around this was a larger square; on the periphery of 
this square it was guarded by the twelve tribes, three on 
each side. The outer square is the symbol of the earth 
plane; the inner square represents the four aspects or 
qualities of man: fire, earth, air and water. In the center is 
the Ark of the tabernacle, the sanctuary, which represents 
the Spirit.

The name of the captain of each tribe is given. In the 
Bible the name of a person is symbolic and the names of 
these men represent certain characteristics that pertain to 
God. In Bible symbolism the name of a thing designates the 
nature of that thing. When we say "in the name of God” it 
means **in the nature of God.” Wherever the letters EL ap
pear in the Bible, such as in Flohim or Samuel, the defini
tion of the name will pertain to some aspect of God. Every 
name given in the first chapter of Numbers pertains to God. 
For instance, Elizur means "God is a rock”; Zurishaddai 
(Shaddai, the Almighty) "The Almighty is a rock”; Shelumiel 
"Friend of God”;Nashon is a serpent (or prophet); Gamaliel, 
"the reward of God, Led of God”; Nethanel, God gives ;



Zuar, '‘littlen ess”; Eliab, "God is Father”; Elishama, 
"Whom God hears”; Ammihud, "My kinsman is majesty.” 
These and others were the men who guarded the Ark of the 
tabernacle.

Why were men with these specific names selected? As 
I said in the preceding paragraph in Biblical times names 
were chosen to embody an aspect of God. I have mentioned 
previously the Cabalistic idea that although our parents may 
think they choose a name for us, actually we choose our 
own name before we are born; each one of us has a spiritual 
name which is a dim echo of our present name. When we 
have reached that point in our development where we are 
aware of our past incarnations — and all of us will someday 
— we will know the name we have borne in each incarna
tion, and we will find that each name contains certain basic 
letters that we use in each incarnation. Perhaps you may 
ask: how can this be proved? Of course, in materialistic 
scientific terms it cannot be proved. But science is also 
limited in what it can definitely prove. We must often take 
on faith a scientific theory which is later superseded by 
another theory; and there are many basic facts in the phys
ical world that must be taken on faith. This is also true of 
spiritual facts; but one thing is significantly true about 
them which is not true of many scientific facts — they never 
change for they are God’s eternal laws and are not bound 
by the limitation of physical thinking.

I suggest that you look up the names in Numbers 1 
and 2 and work out the Cabalistic pattern that you find 
there. It is fantastic, but remember you will never find any
thing in the macrocosm (the universe or heaven) that is not 
duplicated in the microcosm (man). And in reality man is a 
small universe. Incidentally, if you are interested in astrol
ogy, you will find that the twelve tribes of Israel (and the 
twelve disciples as you will find later when we discuss the 
New Testament) correspond to the twelve signs of the 
Zodiac.

I would like to mention in passing that the most pre
dominant number in the Old Testament is 10; it recurs con
stantly — the Ten Commandments, the ten lost tribes of 
Israel, etc. In the New Testament the number 12 is pre
dominant. With the exception of the twelve tribes of Israel



(descendents of the 12 sons of Jacob) the number 12 is not 
mentioned too often in the Old Testament. 10 is predominant 
because it represents a beginning. The numbers 1 through 
9 compose a cycle, and the New Beginning (1) is with God 
(10). 10 is a symbol of the Old Testament, for in this por
tion of the Bible mankind is starting a new beginning with 
God. Apropos of that, we know that according to astronomy 
and astrology, ten planets exist. I am sure that in the not 
too distant future the 11th planet, closer to the sun than 
Mercury, will be discovered and that it will be named Vul
can. (I also believe that a twelfth planet will be found 
eventually.) There is always an exact correlation between 
the inner and outer planes — "a s above so below”; and 
scientists have been discussing for some time the possi
bilities of a new planet. And so we see what a fantastic 
book our Bible is — it not only gives to those who as Jesus 
said have the "eyes to see and the ears to hear” the con
struction of the physical universe, but the structure of our 
individual universe as well.

Another thing in Numbers that is interesting is the 
center square. If you want to clarify the picture of it for 
yourself, make a simple diagram: draw a circle, and place 
a dot in the center to represent the Ark of the tabernacle; 
around the circle draw a small square surrounded by a larger 
square; place the names of the tribes where the Bible tells 
you they are located (Numbers 2). Of the four sides of the 
square, the one facing the east is the most important, for it 
is the side that balances the whole. You will find that Judah 
is on the east; Reuben on the south; Dan on the north and 
Ephraim on the west. Jewish tradition gives symbols to 
these four tribes: a lion represents Judah (the lion of Judah); 
the human head, Reuben; the ox, Ephraim; and the eagle, 
Dan. So we have the symbols of the four planes of man: the 
physical (ox), the emotional (lion), the mental (man), the 
spiritual (eagle).

Throughout the books of Exodus and Leviticus, Moses 
told his people that God was in the midst of them — as a 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Now, as a result 
of the arrangement of the tribes around the Ark he was able 
to show them literally that God was in the midst of them. 
You will remember in Exodus 40:34 it said, "and the glory



of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” Because of their faith 
in Moses, the Jews believed that God was physically pre
sent in the tent of meeting. This is one of the most beauti
ful examples of symbolism in the Bible. We must never for
get that these people had very little education. They had 
undergone difficult experiences and were in a wilderness 
with no knowledge of what lay in store for them. Moses told 
them that this God who really cared for them would come 
down and live with them, and they saw evidence of this in 
the Ark of the Tabernacle which they knew was the House 
of God. Although only Moses, Aaron and Aaron’s sons were 
permitted to enter it, they saw signs and symbols that en
abled them to believe that God was present there. They had 
no difficulty in believing that He literally was "in the midst 
of them.” To guard this Presence was the basic reason for 
the physical formation of the tribes around the tabernacle.

In Numbers 3:11*13 we are told that the Levites are 
to replace the first-born as those who were given in sym
bolic sacrifice to God. Verses 5*10 describe how the Levites 
were dedicated to spending their lives performing this serv
ice for the priests. But the priests, intermediaries between 
the people and their God, were sanctified while the Levites, 
the attendants upon the priests, were only cleansed (8:5*10). 
Also only the priests were allowed to officiate on the high 
altars. Thus the hierarchy of the priestly cla ss arose; we 
see the beginning of the building of a religious ritualistic 
organization. This is actually the basis for every form of 
organized religion; we still see it duplicated in every church 
today. In some religions the ritual and the priestly organi
zation are carried farther than that of the Jews; in others 
not quite so far. But here in Numbers are the beginning and 
basis for all organized religious worship.

The book of Numbers does not relate the wanderings 
in the desert of the Jewish people exactly as they happened 
but it does reveal a divine plan through the history of a 
people. This book was not written by Moses, but compiled 
by writers of the sixth century B.C. from scrolls of the Law 
and includes elements of folklore that had been handed down 
by word of mouth from generation to generation. Therefore 
we find in this book much repetition of the ritual found both 
in Exodus and Leviticus. However there is a great differ-



ence in the literary style of these three books -  Exodus and 
Leviticus are written in a beautiful prose that flows and 
sings, but Numbers requires effort to read. Read Chapter 20 
of Exodus; then read Chapter 10 of Numbers. You will find 
the same subject handled quite differently in each instance. 
Notice how much more fluent the language of Exodus is 
than that of Numbers. This is one of the clues to indicate 
that the Bible was not written by one person, but is the re
sult of a number bf editors who compiled it (with only a 
degree of chronological accuracy) to tell the history of the 
Hebrews. It is quite probable that some of the editors were 
completely unaware that they were telling a far greater 
story — the story of the human soul. And as we read this 
historical record, we will unmistakably begin to see, through 
our knowledge of esotericism, the great truth behind the 
word of God. What was said above: "him that hath ears, let him 
hear,” is applicable here. But once we have the key to its sym
bolism it is not too difficult to unravel the meaning of Numbers.

Chapters 6 and 7 make clear the differentiation made 
between the duties of the princes and those of the priests. 
Much is  made of this. In Exodus we were told that Aaron 
was the high priest and in Leviticus Aaron, his sons and 
their descendents are the high priests (the Levites). How
ever, in Numbers the duties of the priests are supplemented 
by — in fact occasionally supplanted by — the "princes of 
the tribes." The "prin ces" were the leaders of each of the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Now the ancient schools of wisdom 
always taught that there were two paths of growth: one the 
path of Mysticism and Devotion, and the other the path of 
Works. In these chapters of Numbers the priests represent 
the mystics, those already on the spiritual path; the princes 
symbolize you and me who have to start with our limited 
physical world as we now experience it and are beginning 
to build our world into what we know it should be. The 
princes are the builders of the temple. In the language of 
the Old Testament, the temple means the Ark of the Cov
enant, and That which reposes in it is  the Presence of God. 
But in the New Testament Paul tells us that: "the body is  
the temple of the living God” (Corinthians 1:19). It is the work 
of the princes to begin to build this temple — as each and every
one of us must do — from their work in the world. This is sym
bolized by their gifts to the temple -  that is what they bring to



their body by discipline, self-control and belief. It is the 
priests who guard the temple, and the princes who built it: 
these are two distinct paths. The path of Devotion is the one 
taken by the priests; the "way” of princes is the path of 
Works. Eventually, all of us will find that these two paths 
meet and become one. But this is getting ahead of our story.

We are told how this work is accomplished by the 
kind of gifts that are brought to the temple. After Moses 
had finished setting up the tabernacle and had anointed and 
consecrated it, the leaders of the tribes offered their gifts 
to the Lord. In Chapter 7 six wagons and twelve oxen were 
brought. The six wagons indicate six of the seven astrolog
ical planets (the earth is  the seventh) and also the glands 
of the endocrine chain. The twelve oxen indicate the twelve 
signs of the Zodiac. This passage means that when we (the 
princes) bring our wagons and oxen to the temple we are on 
our way to becoming an initiate, a "citizen of the cosmos." 
Such little gems of esoteric wisdom are scattered through
out Numbers but I agree that they require a bit of effort on 
our part to find them.

Also in Chapters 6 and 7 gifts are offered for the de
dication of the temple. Let us d iscuss the more important 
of these offerings. In 7:16 a goat is  offered as a sin offer
ing. What does this mean for those on the path of initiation? 
The goat is  a symbol of the physical body, and means that 
it must be redeemed and purified. In 7:13 the flour mingled 
with the oil symbolizes the regenerative process. Flour is  
the symbol of purity and oil the symbol of blessing, of mak
ing whole — "thou anointest my head with o il"  (Psalm 23). 
In most present-day religious ceremonies oil is  still used 
as a symbol of sanctification. In 6:10 the turtledoves and 
and the pigeons that were offered by the Nazarites represent 
the purified emotions. We all have emotions and instincts 
and in the Bible they are very clearly differentiated. For 
instance, in these chapters the punishment for lust is  sym
bolized by offering a bullock, ram or lamb as a burnt offer
ing. Jealousy and resentment - the emotions that percolate 
mentally so to speak — are symbolized by the sacrifice of 
doves and other birds. Their sacrifice represents the giving 
up of "unclean thoughts," which are not so much the result of a 
physical need, like sex, but "thoughts" that purely originate 
in the realm of ideas, like jealousy, etc. Incidentally, the sac
rifice of birds was continued even after the time of Jesus.



Verses 22-27 of Chapter 6 contain the most beautiful 
benediction of the Old Testament: "The Lord bless thee 
and keep thee: The Lord make His face to shine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee: The Lord lift up His countenance 
upon thee, and give thee peace.” I have never understood 
why those who use this benediction have never added the 
last line: '‘And they shall put My name upon the children 
of Israel, and I will bless them.” This lovely benediction 
is one of the most powerful ones that is  known. I suggest 
that you meditate on this wonderful prayer for a week.

In Chapter 8:1-4 we have the description of the seven 
lamps that are to be lighted. They, too, are symbolic, and 
represent the sun, the moon and the five planets; they sym
bolize that experience of the soul known as the Second Ma
jor Initiation, the Baptism. He are told that the "seven 
lamps shall give light over against the candlestick.” This 
means that their light will be shpd ahead of the candle to
ward the northern portion of the Ark. The North is  the head, 
the mentality, and symbolizes the thrilling experience call
ed the "illumination of the developed soul” - and in this 
particular case refers to Moses.

Eleven months after arriving at Sinai the people broke 
camp and began their march to Paran. After enduring many 
privations we are told in Numbers 11:4 that there was great 
discontent among the people and they demanded meat. The 
Lord was greatly displeased and told Moses (11:16-24) that 
he would give them meat for a month in such abundance 
that it would become abhorrent to them. This period of mal
content, although not very commendable, is very under
standable. In the forty-year history of their sojourn — dur
ing which they travelled from Sinai to Paran to Moab before 
reaching the Promised Land — we find periods of calm 
alternating with periods of uprising. These verses reefer to 
such a period of unrest, and not only the Lord was upset; 
in 11:14 Moses says: " I am not able to bear all these peo
ple alone.” But before we d iscuss this point we should 
discuss some questions raised by Chapter 9.

In 9:14 the Lord told Moses that the strangers living 
among the Israelites must abide by their laws. 9:12 states 
that people who had touched a corpse or those who were 
not within the camp could postpone for a month their obser
vance of the Passover. This seems to indicate that the 
Israelites travelled about and that other people came into 
and went out of the Hebrew camp. What other lands did the



Jews visit? We do not know for we have no record of this, 
but the fact that these points are mentioned makes us won
der just what kind of a wilderness the Jews inhabited. We 
can compare the stranger who must follow the laws of the 
Israelites to a person who comes to live in the United 
States today. No matter what his basic religion is  he must 
live under the American Law and must observe certain 
holidays — Labor Day, Thanksgiving, Fourth of July — 
peculiar to this country. But, to return to the Israelites, 
from where did the strangers come; and to where did the 
Jews journey? Also the Israelites had tremendous flocks to 
provide them with food. Why didn't they use them if they 
longed so for meat? Of course while they were in Egypt, 
they became used to food that was rich and highly sear 
soned. Quite obviously in the wilderness such food was 
not available and they also complained of the lack of it.

So finally a discouraged Moses turned to God and 
asked: "Why am I troubled with all this? What have I done 
to deserve this? Did I conceive this people?” As we dis
covered in Exodus, in Leviticus, and will find in Deuter
onomy, this is  not only the story of Moses, but the story of 
God in action. Moses came through this episode su ccess
fully but he did so with the aid of his God; it was God Who 
restored him, it was God Who guided him, and it was God 
Who advised him every step of the way. While it is  true we 
cannot go far without Divine Aid, it is  equally true that 
God must use human beings as a means of accomplishing 
His works. The point that is  so beautifully emphasized in 
Numbers is  that it is  the union of man in God and God in 
man that makes God’s plan for humanity a joint effort. This 
is  how we are all supposed to function. God heard the com
plaint of Moses and instructed him to secure the help of 
seventy elders to help discipline the people. We are told in 
12: 3 that there was no man in the world who was as meek 
as Moses. This does not mean that Moses was weak; on the 
contrary, he was always giving evidence of great 
strength. But he was "meek” in the sense that he realized 
that anything he did was accomplished through the power 
of the God within him; he never deceived himself that it was 
Moses who did these things; he knew it was God who work
ed through him.

There is  another point that is extremely interesting. 
In Exodus, after Moses had killed the Egyptian he went to



the land of Midian and married Zipporah, the daughter of 
Jethro, the high priest. Now in Numbers 12:1-16 Aaron and 
Miriam, because they were jealous of Moses* power, men
tioned the fact that he was married to a woman who was not 
an Israelite. Moses had taken a second wife who was an 
Ethiopian. What is  the thing they accuse him of; why does 
Jehovah only speak through him who has married an Ethio
pian? This is  the first time in the Bible that anything has 
been said against intermarriage from the point of view of 
other religions. The people had been told not to marry pa
gans, but theMidianites and theEthiopians were not pagans, 
merely people of another religion. God didn’t think that 
Moses* marriage to a Midianite or an Ethiopian affected his 
spiritual development. Furthermore Moses was not monoga
mous: he had at least two wives. The complaint of Miriam 
is  quite interesting because — and we see it in other reli
gions — it shows the complete distortion of an original 
concept. There is a great difference between pagan worship 
and a religious worship different from ours. Pagan wor
shippers make obeisance to idols. Other religions believe 
in varying concepts of a one God. For instance, the Midi- 
anites and theEthiopians were Semites who did not worship 
Yahweh but believed in their own God. They did not wor
ship idols. Incidentally, the Midianites later became part 
of Israel.

The idea of intermarriage is  an immensely important 
point because a great deal of heartbreak has been caused 
by a misconception of Bible teaching. Most Hebrews seem 
to forget that Moses, their great spiritual leader, never 
married an Israelite. And they can’t say that Yahweh pun
ished him for doing so, can they? Then why this bias a- 
gainst intermarriage? The question was only raised because 
of jealousy on the part of the sister and brother of Moses. 
The entire issue made him heartsick. The climax of the 
affair was that Miriam was stricken with leprosy. Do you 
think Yahweh caused this? Of course he didn’t, it was the 
result of her own thinking. But all through the Old Testament 
we find the belief of a God of Wrath; it is only in the New Testa
ment that *'God i s  Love, and he that dwelleth in Love 
dwelleth in God and God in him.”
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NUMBERS, CHAPTERS 15 - 36

In this section of Numbers the Jews are nearing 
Canaan, the Promised Land, and we learn of the death of 
Miriam, the sister of Moses, and of Aaron, his brother. Fur
thermore, the Bible tells us that because of a sin he com
mitted Moses is informed by Yahweh that he will only be 
"allowed” to view the Promised Land.

Now, actually, what is the Promised Land? I am per
fectly sure if we were suddenly transported back to Canaan 
that we would not find it much of a "land of milk and 
honey” — that is by our modern standards of civilization. 
But to the Jews living in the wilderness it was indeed a 
Promised Land. I am equally sure that the unfortunate peo
ple who survived the Gethsemane of Europe found Israel 
with all its primitiveness, aridity and desolation very much 
of a Promised Land. Why? Because it offered them safety, 
a haven where they could be free of fear, and it didn’t mat
ter to them that it would take hard physical labor to build 
and protect it. In the Bible the Promised Land means some
thing a bit different, it is a country that will provide the 
children of Israel with everything they need, a "land of 
milk and honey.” Maybe it was; we actually don’t know. 
But the Bible is written on many different levels and the 
Promised Land has an esoteric meaning. It symbolizes the 
end of the road, what the Hindus call "getting off the wheel 
of rebirth” -  not having to incarnate again on this plane 
of being. In Numbers 20:12 we are told that Moses was not 
"allowed” to enter this Promised Land. This seems that 
God "commanded” Moses not to enter Canaan. But we can
not interpret the symbology of this passage with the modern 
usage of the word "command.” We know that God never for
bids us to do anything, that whatever we do is really the re
sult of our own choice, in spite of the Old Testament phrase 
of God "commanding” man.

In Volume II, Section 2, we discussed Moses’ "Third 
Initiation,” the Transfiguration. We saw that when an Ini
tiate reaches this stage of spiritual development, he then



has the choice whether or not he wants to go on in that 
particular lifetime and take the next step. Once he gets 
past the climax of that Initiation he loses the ability to 
use his spiritual power for evil. He now has the choice of 
staying for a while at that stage of development where he 
is at the present time. The Sufis have a very beautiful term 
for this particular stage; they call it the "tavern of the 
soul." Since we know that the next step of the Initiate is 
the Crucifixion, we can understand why even the Initiate 
hesitates before taking it — and he usually does. So Moses 
did not go into the Promised Land because he probably felt 
that after forty years of getting his people out of Egypt and 
leading them through a wilderness and knowing that his 
next inner step was his own personal crucifixion said: 
"Look, Lord, I’ve had enough. Let’s wait awhile.”

The God of the Old Testament is very different from 
the God of the New Testament. The Old Testament concept 
was that God is a God of Wrath, a God of Vengeance, a 
God of Fury, a God Who demands atonement, a God Who de
mands many kinds of sacrifice, a God Who punished anyone 
who does not obey Him. Now the God we know and love 
isn’t like that, is He? Does this mean that Moses was lying 
to his people about God? Was Moses deceiving them? Not 
at all. The whole point is that the Jews were at that stage 
of evolution at which it was impossible for them to under
stand any other God than a God of fear. Civilization was 
very young then and every nation believed in a God Who 
had to be propitiated by sacrifice — be it Yahweh or Baal 
or any other God. This God had to be appeased, placated 
and feared. These people were mentally and spiritually 
very young; they could only understand a God Who demand
ed obeisance and obedience. They had to see miracles 
performed in order to be impressed by their God. But, so 
phisticated as we are today, if we were to see someone 
suddenly smite a rock and a torrent of water were to pour 
out, we would be quite bewildered, wouldn’t we? Many mir
acles that seemed to occur actually were not miracles at 
all. We learned through this lecture series that there are 
more planes of being than the physical plane; and there are 
many higher laws than physical laws that correspondingly 
react on these higher planes. When you or I reach that stage 
of spiritual development where we are completely at home 
on these other planes, we too can perform "m iracles." We



actually do this in the field of metaphysics. When we have 
a healing and that healing is accomplished by nothing but 
prayer, we are invoking the law of a higher plane. When we 
treat ourselves, or a metaphysical healer speaks the Word 
for us and a healing occurs, we have had a ’’m iracle.” But 
really this ’’m iracle” only happened because we or the 
healer used a higher law of the mind. When we put out a 
light by turning off the switch, we obey a physical law of 
electricity. In the same way, if you send forth your thought 
by putting enough mental power behind it, it will accom
plish what you want it to do. And nothing in the universe 
can stop it. Remember that the physical plane is the low
est plane of being and is most responsive to the laws of 
the higher planes. So when we read in Numbers 20:11 that 
Moses hit a rock and water gushed forth, it merely means 
that Moses had an understanding of these higher laws and 
had a fantastic knowledge of how to use them. In spite of 
all the wonderful things Moses did for his people, he had 
to deal with the rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram. In 
Chapter 16 we read how they came to Moses and told him 
that they were greatly dissatisfied; they and their numer
ous followers did not want him to dictate to them. They 
felt that the people of Israel did not have equal rights with 
the priests. In a sense it seems like the beginning of Com- 
munism(Marxism, not the Russian brand). Everything should 
be equally divided, including the service in the temple. 
The rebels saw no reason why only the Levites or the high 
priests should be allowed to worship in the tent of meeting. 
They very much resented Moses’ leadership. Now picture 
this man who has given his very life for these people — 
imagine how he must have felt. Remember we have read 
that the man Moses was the meekest man in the world. And 
instead of getting angry, he prayed to Yahweh. In verses 
32-35 after the ordeal by fire we read that the insurgents 
are killed. Later on Moses had to quell another rebellion 
and all this while he is trying to manage the journey of the 
Israelites to the Promised Land. This man really had his 
troubles, didn’t he? Finally when things were restored to 
normal again and life became quieter, Moses once more im
posed various laws on the people. Again and again the laws 
of sacrifice are reiterated.

Now the laws given in Chapters 18-20 may seem rath
er foolish to us today, but we must realize why they were



necessary at that time. The neighboring tribes of the Jews 
were pagan worshippers and believed in black magic. Now 
black magic is contagious. I agree with the writers of The 
Interpreter’s Bible that the only way Moses could keep 
these people from absolute spiritual disintegration was to 
impose law after law upon them. It has been said that one 
of the reasons why the Jews were given so many laws was 
that if they really fulfilled them, they would have no time 
to meddle with their neighbors or to follow other lines of 
religious thought.

Chapter 20 concerns a fascinating bit of symbolism, 
the rod of Aaron. In the second rebellion of the princes 
they asked Moses (Chapter 16): "Why should Aaron be dele
gated the High Priest. Who is he?” The dissenters were 
killed by the Lord and a plague struck their followers. 
When the plague was over Moses settled the argument by 
asking the leaders of each tribe to bring their rods with 
their names inscribed on them. They had to leave them 
overnight in the tent of meeting before the sanctuary and 
the rod which blossomed by morning would indicate the rul
ing tribe of Israel. When the leaders returned there were 
blossoms on the rod of Aaron, the Levite, and the blossoms 
produced ripe almonds. From the point of view of symbol
ism of the body, this is very instructive. The rod symbol
izes the spinal column, the Tree of Life; and as it comes 
into fruition and blossoms, the blossoms or buds represent 
the endocrine glands that function within and without. This 
means that the individual (Moses) has reached The Third 
Initiation and has complete power of the Word. (Previously 
we mentioned the seven golden candlesticks that symbol
ize the Second Initiation.) In Chapter 20:11 Moses struck 
the rock twice with his rod and water flowed from it. Water 
also indicates the Second Initiation but two things have 
happened here: A rock was struck for water and a rod was 
made to blossom. This shows the power of the Word. The 
rock is the physical plane; the water is the emotions; and 
the rod is the power of the mind, the Word, that which con
trols the lower forms.

We have another indication of the Third Initiation in 
21:6, the story of the brazen serpents. We read that ser
pents, fiery serpents, crawled all over the ground biting 
the people of Israel until Yahweh commanded Moses to 
"Make a brazen serpent and hold it on a pole and all those



who look upon it and have been bitten, shall be healed,” 
and they were. Now nothing in the Bible is untrue, but isn’t 
this episode difficult to believe? Literally yes, but i not 
when we understand its meaning. The serpent also symbol
izes, esoterically, the raising of the Kundalini, the power 
of Transfiguration (this is what it is called in Christian 
terminology). As we mentioned before, this fiery energy, 
which is the same as sexual energy and is a completely 
creative force, can never be used for anything except spiri
tual work. By this episode we are being told that there were 
people in Israel who were quite advanced in spiritual con
sciousness but they did not obey God’s Law and the fiery 
force, the fiery serpent, bit and killed them. The same thing 
happens when we try to force our spiritual development 
without being ready for it. When we do so, our body suffers 
horribly, for as David said: "We are fearfully and wonder
fully made.” When we start the pursuit of our higher self, 
when we persevere in our quest for our God, psychological 
and physiological changes occur in our minds and bodies. 
But if the student is overanxious or ill-advised, he forces 
his "development” and gets "bitten by the fiery serpent,” -  
and God help him. So it is implied in this chapter that there was 
a "lack of morality” in certain princes and certain priests in 
the temple. This indicates that although they used it wrong
ly they must have had a certain degree of spiritual develop
ment. We are not told who the unfortunate victims were but 
they must have been those who forced their development 
and got into difficulty because they did not obey the Law. 
Then Moses did as God commanded; he raised the brazen 
serpent on a rod. This means that he raised the Kundalini 
and completed the Third Initiation. Incidentally, this may 
take from several weeks to several months.

Chapters 22-24 relate the amazing story of Balak and 
Balaam. This colorful episode concerns the struggle of 
Balaam whether to believe in the god of the Midianites or 
in the god of the Jews, Yahweh. Balaam was a prophet and 
a magician and Balak, King of the Moabites, became upset 
when he saw the Israelites nearing his country, for he knew 
they were successfu l in everything they attempted to do. 
So he sent messengers to Balaam and said: "You are a great 
and powerful man; curse these people, for whomever you 
curse is cursed and whomever you bless is blessed. If you 
will do so, I will give you all the honor and riches of my



country.” Balaam was a very religious man (and apparently 
his belief was close to ours), and he prayed. Yahweh said 
to Balaam: "You will not curse these people; you will do 
nothing but bless them.” Three times the messengers of 
Balak came to him and three times he gave the same ans
wer. Each time the messengers came they increased the re
ward that would be his if he obeyed the king. He was quite 
human and after the third time he got on his donkey and rode 
to the capital. Then comes the charming incident. He is 
riding along the road completely unaware that an angel of 
the Lord is standing there; but the ass sees the angel, gets 
frightened and shies away. Balaam is very much annoyed, 
and angrily strikes the animal. The angel of the Lord stands 
there again, and once more Balaam hits the frightened ass 
and tells him to keep directly on the path. But the angel 
still stands there and the ass pushes against a wall and 
crushes Balaam’s foot. By this time Balaam is perfectly 
furious; as he jumps off, the ass falls under him. The irate 
prophet says: "If I had a spear I would run you through.” 
Then the ass, through the angel of the Lord, has words put 
into his mouth and he speaks to his master and says: "Mas
ter, I have always been good to you, why do you beat me?” 
Balaam is utterly amazed; suddenly his eyes are opened 
and he sees the angel of the Lord who warns him not toper- 
form any tricks of black magic against the Israelites. And 
so when Balaam meets Balaak, he tells the king (verse 38): 
'The word that Godputteth in my mouth, that shall I speak.” 
Then Balaak takes him to many high places and shows him 
the Israelites encamping among them and asks him to curse 
them; again he says he will pray. Seven sanctuaries are set 
up (we do not know whether it was Balaak’s or Balaam’s 
idea), and Balaam sacrifices seven oxen and seven rams. 
These sacrifices symbolize the overlapping of one age into 
another. The ox represents Taurus and the ram represents 
Aries. The age of Taurus was ending and the age of Aries 
was beginning. Every twenty-six thousand years civiliza
tion passes into another age or sign of the Zodiac. For in
stance, we have been, since 1902, in the sign of Aquarius. 
It takes twenty-one hundred and fifty years for the sun to 
pass through a sign of the Zodiac, but the whole age (the 
cosmic passage of the sun through all of the twelve signs 
of the Zodiac) is called the Zodiacal year. Here, as the 
sun moved from Taurus to Aries, it is symbolized by the ox



and the ram. In the time of Jesus the age of P isces began. 
It is symbolized by the fish. But to return to Numbers — 
Balaam prayed and Balaak was very hopeful that he would 
do as he wished; but every time Balaam prayed he always 
blessed the Israelites and Balaak was greatly annoyed. 
Finally Balaam said he would once more inquire of the 
Lord what he should say. He went into a trance and we have 
a description of it; in full consciousness he saw a vision 
and he prophesized. He foretold that the Edomites would be
come captives of the Assyrians, that the Kenites would be 
put to death and predicted all the things that occurred later 
in the time of Saul and David. And then he returned home 
fully believing in the God of Israel.

Chapter 27 concerns the choosing of Joshua. By 
now Moses was all alone; he had only Eleazar the son of 
Aaron with him and he needed younger and stronger a ssist
ance. When God said to him: "Choose a man who you think 
is capable,” he replied: "Whom should I choose?” The 
answer came: "Joshua, the son of Nun.” So Joshua is 
brought forth and Aaron’s robes are put on him and to quote 
the Bible: "Moses laid his hands upon him”; that is, he 
physically transferred to him some of his spiritual power. 
Then it was that Joshua, Moses and Eleazar took the se c 
ond census of the children of Israel. And as was prophe
sied earlier, those that had come out of Egypt were no 
longer there. It was their children, the children who had 
been infants at the time of the first census who were now 
ready to enter the Promised Land. And, of all the twelve 
princes of the tribes, only two went in — Caleb and Joshua.

Joshua’s name means "God is my Saviour” and it is 
a derivation of Yahweh. The name of his father Nun, you 
remember, is one of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. It 
means "Spreading Abroad” and is symbolized by the fish. 
Jesus in Hebrew is also a form of Joshua and you know, of 
course, that the symbol the early Christians used to desig
nate their belief in Jesus when they were persecuted by the 
Romans was the sign of Pisces, the fish. The fish is al
ways the symbol of the Presence which lives within the 
soul; it is brought or "fished” out by the love we radiate 
when we turn to God. So Joshua, the son of Nun, is the fish 
that was brought forth — the symbol of the Presence of God. 
It is Joshua who is going to lead the Jews when Moses is



no longer with them. And it is interesting to notice that 
Joshua does not possess the spiritual power that Moses 
had, for Moses had direct contact with God and God spoke 
to Moses. But Eleazar, the high priest who had succeeded 
Aaron, and Joshua together will lead the Israelites into the 
Promised Land. Joshua is not the leader Moses was, he 
was not as spiritually developed. In fact, in 27:21 we are 
told that at his ordination, Eleazar. "shall ask counsel for 
him after the judgment of the Urim.” In Exodus and Leviti
cus we discovered that the Urim and the Thummin were 
magical stones used by the high priest as objects on which 
to concentrate while awaiting advice from God. It was simi
lar to the use of the Greek oracle. And thus we have the 
picture of Joshua growing into his full development. He has 
not arrived there yet, he is still under the direction of Moses, 
but he is prepared to execute the task assigned to him 
by the Lord.

In Chapter 31 God tells Moses to exterminate the 
Midianites and the Jews prepare to do so. 12,000 Israelites 
comprise the army, 1000 from each of the twelve tribes. 
What do these numbers mean? First of all, the one tells us 
of a new beginning and the number 12 is the number of co s
mic perfection (the twelve signs of the Zodiac, the twelve 
apostles, etc.). A new level of the spiral of being is being 
formed and these 12,000 men under the guidance of Moses 
represent the going out of the ego to experience life again. 
The Midianites on the other hand represent a complete neg
ative stream of thought. So we are being told symbolically 
that the Jews once more have overcome a little bit the 
negative qualities they had within themselves. They are 
progressing, and their progress represents our progress. As 
we study their history (and our own) we find that they go 
forward three steps and backward two; sometimes they go 
forward three steps and backward four. In the book of Joshua 
we will find them retrogressing even more; they were, in
deed, a "stiff-necked people” as Moses had called them. 
But, for the moment, in Chapter 31 of Numbers they are 
working together, their petty squabblings have stopped and 
they are looking forward now to the end of the journey and 
their entering at last the Promised Land.

Chapter 31:6 states that Moses commanded Phinehas 
the son of Eleazar to lead the Jews in their attack against



the Midianites. Now Phinehas means "mouth of prophecy” 
and Eleazar means "God is helper.” So we are being told 
symbolically that the voice of his God speaks to man through 
man’s intuition and the Jews were guided and directed by 
God speaking through Moses. Now His guidance was to 
come through another form — intuition.

After they had slain all the men the Israelite warriors 
returned with the Midianite women and children. Moses was 
very angry and commanded them (13:17) to kill the married 
women and the male children. This gory passage, if taken 
literally, makes it appear that Moses was determined to 
eradicate the Midianites. I don’t think that this is the mean
ing of this passage; the clue to understanding it lies in a 
knowledge of the Cabala. Verses 32-46 give us our point of 
departure. First of all, can you picture a man of Moses’ 
stature issuing an order as cruel as that? I certainly can
not. Now let us return to our symbolism; what do the "wo
men” represent? They stand for certain negative qualities 
in the soul. This episode concerns people (in this particular 
case, the Jews) who are now overcoming their negative 
thoughts and emotions, and are being told how to do so by 
their leader (in this particular case, Moses) who is the 
Voice of Prophecy. Success in overcoming these emotions 
will lead to a direct increase in intuitive power; it is an 
overcoming of, esoterically speaking, the negative feminine 
instincts. The virgins represent the thoughts that are good, 
pure, true. The married women refer to our negative con
cepts — criticism, jealousy, etc. Verse 35 specifically men
tions 32,000 virgins. I suggest you take the Cabalistic 
table given you and utilize it to see what the numbers real
ly signify. Then you will get a true picture of this entire 
episode of Numbers. You will understand that the random 
killing of human beings is not a reveling in bloody murder 
but a symbolic way of telling us something that happens 
deep inside of you and me and everyone in the world. As 
you read the Bible, remember that it is written on many 
planes. Certainly there are parts of it that are definitely 
historical but we must be aware of the fact that many parts 
of it are not. The authors of The Interpreter’s Bible in the 
section devoted to the history of the Bible say there are 
quite obviously many facts in it impossible for us to be-



lieve literally. They feel that the Bible is not a recorded 
history of a certain era but like the word history itself is 
“His Story”, the story of God. I think this is a very beauti
ful and true statement.

This does not mean that the Pentateuch is not a true 
history of the Jewish race during their period of Exile. But 
it does mean that the books that comprise it must be read 
from the proper point of view. For instance, the passages 
that seem far fetched if read as history make a great deal 
of sense if read symbolically. But one of the most important 
historical events of the Pentateuch culminates in this book 
of Numbers — Moses guiding his people to the Promised 
Land. Physically, the land was the Land of Canaan, "the 
land of milk and honey”; spiritually, the land is Heaven, 
not a Heaven somewhere up above but right here on earth. 
And in order for us to understand how they got there, we 
must understand the meaning of the sacrifices mentioned 
in this book. (It is even more important for us to realize 
that this Heaven also refers to us, for we too are on the 
way to Canaan.) These sacrifices are the kind of sacrifices 
we make when we refuse to indulge in self-pity. Self-pity 
is one of the goats that must be sacrificed. We all suffer 
from self-pity, yet if we want to mature spiritually, we must 
get rid of it. We have to correct all our weaknesses and that 
is a real sacrifice indeed, and quite a job. This is our real 
renunciation and we must all do it by ourselves. If it helps 
you to light a candle or pray to an image, do so; there is 
nothing wrong in doing so, but don’t fool yourself and think, 
the candle or the image will solve your problems. Only you 
can do that and you must work from where you are now.

Chapter 33 is a recapitulation of the journey from 
Egypt to the wilderness of Sinai and the plains of Moab, 
but there is  an interesting text in Verse 54. It is Moses 
speaking: "and ye shall divide the land by lot for an in
heritance among your families; and to the more ye shall 
give the more inheritance, and to the fewer ye shall give 
the less inheritance; every man’s inheritance shall be in the 
place where his lot falleth.” Doesn’t this remind you of 
Jesus’ statement: "T o him that hath shall be given, and to 
him that hath not, shall be taken away even that which he 
hath” (Matthew 25:29); and, isn’t it amazing to read this



in Numbers? It is  one of the proofs that the Bible has an 
over-all patcem. There must have been a group around Moses 
that he trained spiritually, probably the men who led the 
Israelites against the Midianites. This esoteric teaching 
I am sure was handed down to the time of Jesus. Here in 
Numbers this basic spiritual law is given from the point of 
view of inheritance — those who have the most will get the 
most and those who have the least will get the least. And 
it says to us today increase what you have and use it right
ly, otherwise you will lose it, at least for a life-time.

In Chapter 35 the Levites are given 48 cities to dwell 
in, of which six are to be set aside as asylums for murder
ers. But it is the description of each city that is interest
ing: they are to be square-shaped, 2000 yards on each side. 
It is obvious that this is symbolical. The Levites stand for 
the purified mentality living on the four planes of being — 
earth, air, fire and water. We will find the same pattern in 
the City Four Square of the book of Revelation — another 
proof of the amazing pattern of the Bible.

It is also interesting to read that murderers could 
find asylum in these cities and nobody could touch them 
until they were brought to trial before the congregation for 
judgment. If a man had killed somebody by accident, he 
was not considered guilty of murder. He would be judged 
but the death penalty was only given if a man had committed 
murder with hatred in his heart. Hatred was the cardinal 
sin. Another reason for enacting the death penalty was 
slightly different from ours. The murderer had to be put to 
death because the ground had been polluted by the blood 
of the murdered man. This pollution could only be taken 
away by avenging the one who had been murdered: the only 
thing that could eradicate hatred was killing the one who 
hated. We express this differently. We say that unless we 
eradicate the resentment in our heart we will always be in 
difficulty. Furthermore, not only could a man receive asylum 
in the city; he could not be judged until two witnesses had 
testified he was guilty. Isn't it strange that such a primitive 
people should have devised such a civilized law? Perhaps. 
But don’t forget that these people were being molded by 
the one true and living God.

Before we finish this book I think we should discuss 
the laws of the inheritance of the daughters. To some de-



gree, this law still exists. When a family had great wealth 
and there were no sons to inherit it, the daughters were the 
legal heirs. At first, the rulers of the tribes decreed that 
if a wealthy woman married a man from another tribe, her 
wealth went to the other tribe. But this decree was soon 
changed. Daughters of men who had tremendous estates 
but who were without male issue, had to marry within their 
own tribe or forfeit the wealth that was legally theirs. The 
Jews thought this a very wise solution to the problem. At 
the time it was, for it preserved the family possessions and 
fostered tribal solidarity. Unfortunately from this law the 
idea of intermarriage with anyone outside their own group 
has become an attitude that has plagued mankind for thou
sands of years. The Jews were not the only civilization to 
frown upon mixed marriages; every culture — including our 
own — has had very definite ideas upon the subject But, 
here in this book we see the beginning of it and like many 
laws that have outlived their usefulness, there was a great 
deal of common sense when the law was originated. Times 
and conditions change and we must never be "stiff-necked” 
in our approach to life. We must be able to realize that when 
orthodoxy becomes a strait jacket, we must seek our so
lution to life’s problems by praying to the God that lives 
within — even as Moses did in the book of Numbers.
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Seven Steps in Demonstration

Desire: Get a strong enthusiasm for that which you 
want in your life, a real longing for something which 
is not there now.
Decision: Know definitely what it is that you want, 
what it is that you want to do, or have, and be 
willing to pay in spiritual values.
Ask: [ When sure and enthusiastic ] ask for it in 
simple, concise language...
Believe: in the accomplishment with strong faith, 
consciously and subconsciously].
Work at it ... a few minutes daily in seeing yourself 
in the finished picture. Never outline details, but 
rather see yourself enjoying the particular thing... 
Feel gratitude. Always remember to say, "Thank 
you God,” and begin to fee/ the gratitude in your 
heart. The most powerful prayer we can ever make 
are those three words, provided we really feel it. 
Feel expectancy. Train yourself to live in a state 
of happy expectancy ... Act it until it becomes part 
of you, as it must and will.

These are the seven steps. Follow them and they 
will bring you whatever it is that you need.



♦FORMULA FOR DEMONSTRATION

(A demonstration is answered prayer., 
the manifestion of the Presence, 

Power and Love of God.)

" Ask And Ye Shall Receive,

Seek And Ye Shall Find,

Knock And It Shall Be 

Opened unto you"

- JESUS

(*The formula is ASK .... Mildred Mann )



BASIC FUNDAMENTALS 
OF

PRAGMATIC MYSTICISM

BELIEVE IN GOD.
Pray to Him (we call it meditation) every day for at least ten 
minutes.
Keep your thoughts positive.
Treat your fellow man with the realization that God is in him, 
too. You will find that he responds in the most amazing way 
you could ever dream about.

REALIZE THAT:

You are never alone. No matter where you are, God is there. God 
knows and loves you, personally.
You may not have made conscious contact with Him yet, but if 
follow these rules you soon will.
You are responsible for yourself. You are a Divine, Unique 
creation on the part of God.
You are dependent upon no one but God. Not even your teacher.
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