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PREFACE 

Behind the theology and symbols of Christianity 
lies a rich treasure of mystical teaching. This teaching 
will help us understand something of our true spiritual 
nature. It will help us in our efforts to walk the 
spiritual path to the inner kingdom that Jesus talked 
about. 

The spiritual path to the kingdom of God is not an 
easy one. Until one is really ready to make this 
journey, the literal meaning of the Christian symbols is 
helpful and comforting. However, as one proceeds 
along the path and experiences the new birth his mind 
and heart want to probe the deeper meaning of the 
symbols. When the inner meaning is discovered there is 
even greater help, comfort and security. 

When the inner meaning of the symbols is dis
covered and realized more fully there is a great sense 
of freedom, and the journey along the path, even though 
still challenging, is much easier and more enjoyable. 

When Jesus came along teaching His new ideas 
about God and man He was accused of trying to destroy 
the old teaching. But Jesus said, "I came, not to 
destroy the law but to fulfill it." Seeking the deeper, 
mystical meaning in the Christian teaching is not 
destroying the symbols. Ceasing to believe the tradi
tional teaching and interpretation doesn't mean one 
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does not believe in Jesus or that one is no longer a 
Christian. A Christian is one who believes in the 
teachings of Jesus Christ and is seeking to "follow" Him 
in the regeneration of consciousness so that he too may 
enter the kingdom of God. 

Those who have helped to carry on the Christian 
teaching down through the ages have not always under
stood the rich treasure they held in their grasp. This 
great teaching of love has often been used to arouse 
fear instead of peace and harmony. It has been used to 
frighten one to believe instead of inspiring one to 
believe. Worship of the theology and symbols became 
more important than the practice of the great ideas in 
daily living. Jesus said His followers would be known by 
their love for one another and for all people whether 
these others were believers or not. The Parable of the 
Good Samaritan brings this out very clearly. 

As we travel along the path toward the inner 
kingdom our blind faith is transformed into an illumined 
faith. Many of the things that did not make sense begin 
to make a great deal of sense. Instead of seeing 
ourselves as sinners we begin to realize our spiritual 
heritage and see ourselves as spiritual beings seeking to 
return to the Father's house. God is our Father, our 
Creator, our Sustainer, our Source of all good. There is 
no mistake or sin that can change or affect this 
relationship. When the Prodigal Son returned home he 
discovered that he was wrong. His father still loved 
him and welcomed him home; the relationship was still 
the same. It is a joyous moment of relief when we 
realize that God loves us, has always loved us, and will 
always love us. This is true, no matter what we have 
done, no matter what our present predicament, and no 
matter what we will do in the future. 

The purpose of this book is to help you make the 
transition in thought from a literal to a spiritual 
interpretation of the great Christian ideas. May your 
journey toward the inner kingdom be a joyous one. 

Jim Lewis 
January, 1981 



Chapter 1 

THE FALL OF MAN 

"Why am 1 here on planet earth in the condition I 
am in?" "Why is there so much suffering if God is good 
and loving?" "If God is just and this is a just universe, 
then why is there so much injustice in the world?" Why 
are some born healthy and some sick; some rich and 
some poor?" 

We have sought answers to these questions for 
centuries. Philosophers have speculated about them. 
Some of these philosophers and teachers have known 
the answers and have tried to communicate them to us, 
but we have missed the point. For almost three 
thousand years we have had an answer in the story of 
the Fall of Man which is in our Bible. The story has 
been misinterpreted, however, so that we have not 
realized it contained the answer. 

I suppose we have all asked ourselves the ques
tion, "Why, if we are created by God in His image and 
likeness, do we suffer so much and why are we so 
limited? Were we at one time living in a state of 
immortality?" The story of the Fall of Man helps us to 
understand why we are here on planet earth in the 
condition in which we find ourselves. 

In the story we are told that one day Eve was in 
the Garden, enjoying all the privileges given to her and 
Adam by God. They had been told that they could eat 
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of all the fruit of the garden except the fruit from the 
tree in the midst of the garden. This tree has been 
designated as the tree of life or the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Eve was by herself on this 
occasion. As she stood in the garden she was ap
proached by a serpent that came walking into the 
garden and began talking with Eve. The serpent asked 
her why she didn't eat from the forbidden tree. Eve 
explained that God had forbidden it, telling her that if 
she ate of that tree she would die. The serpent said 
that wasn't true; God had told her that because He 
knew that if she and Adam ate the fruit they would 
become like God, knowing good and evil, and that they 
would not die. The serpent told Eve of the so-called 
benefits of eating the fruit, and the more she looked at 
it and thought about it, the more desirable the fruit 
became to her. Finally she ate the fruit, and took some 
to her husband, persuading him to eat it also. 

Contrary to what they thought, instead of experi
encing greater wisdom and happiness, they experienced 
feelings of guilt, shame, and fear. They realized they 
had done something wrong. They realized they were 
naked and used leaves to try and cover themselves. 
They tried to hide from God amongst the other trees. 
Although they did not die instantly, the process of 
degeneration no doubt began. As a result of their 
disobedience they were put out of the Garden and were 
told that from that moment on, it would become 
difficult and painful for women to give birth to children 
and that men would find it hard and difficult to till the 
soil and make it productive. 

The basic theology of the Christian church is built 
around this story. This is supposed to be the origin of 
sin, the original sin into which every soul is born. As a 
result of this sin we are out of favor with God and 
liable to hell forever if we are not redeemed. Some 
have felt the sin by Adam and Eve was related to sex 
since they afterwards realized their nakedness and felt 
guilty and shameful. It is rather odd that the church 
has regarded sex as a sin. God therefore had to induce 
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man and woman to sin in order to provide an opportu
nity for Him to create a new soul. Of course this is 
only another ease of the illogical thinking of many past 
religious teachers. 

The story of Adam and Eve and the Fall of Man is 
an allegory. They are not individuals, especially not the 
first two. The Bible tells us very plainly that God 
created all of us at the same time and that He finished 
His creation. The word "creation" is a figure of speech, 
a word used by the intellect to try and grasp the 
beginning of life; in truth, there was no beginning. You 
and I and all people have always existed. 

It has been thought by some that the forbidden 
fruit was an apple. This probably comes from Latin 
Christianity. The word for bad or evil in Latin is 
"malus" and the word for apple is "malum". 

The story implies that mankind was living in a 
state of immortality. We were happy and had unlimited 
possibilities for growing. The desire for wisdom implies 
that we did not consciously know all that we wanted to 
know but we were told not to seek the answers in the 
world of appearances, the forbidden fruit. However, 
since we were created in God's image and likeness we 
had unlimited freedom to do as we pleased, but we had 
to take the consequences of our choices. 

It is true that there are individuals now living in a 
state of immortality. Jesus is only one of many. There 
are more individuals living on his plane of consciousness 
than are here on planet earth or have ever been on 
earth. Most of these individuals have never known and 
have never experienced the limitations of consciousness 
in which we find ourselves. 

The story depicts only what has happened to those 
who are here, those who have used the power of free 
choice unwisely. Adum and Eve are not separate 
people, they are the mental-emotional, the reason and 
feeling of every person, whether male or female. The 
serpent is not a snake. The Hebrew word used in this 
story has also been interpreted to mean hippopotamus, 
crocodile, and other animals. It also has a more 



abstract meaning to describe man's effort to acquire 
knowledge by experience. It is this more mystical 
meaning that is pertinent here. 

All knowledge gained from experience is limited 
and is very difficult to obtain. Much of the material 
benefits we seem to enjoy today are of this type, but 
these things come forth from much difficult effort and 
they are challenging to maintain. We are discovering 
this about our energy shortage today. The method of 
Jesus was much more simple: He spoke the word and 
everything He needed was provided instantly, even 
money to pay His taxes. 

In the story we have the "voice of experience" or 
"sensation" telling us, Eve, of the benefits to be gained 
if we will go the route of sensation and experience. 
Some people actually believe this negative philosophy 
today. They think that one must experience pain and 
suffering in order to know and appreciate health, happi
ness, and joy. We do not have to experience evil in 
order to know and enjoy the good things of life. The 
serpent promised independence from God. Some are 
trying to live or I might say "exist" independently from 
God. Instead of listening to Him and following His 
guidance they follow their own personal inclinations 
which are usually based upon sensory experience. Some 
even go so far as to think they will become wise simply 
by studying the knowledge of things. And have we not 
all thought that the more experiences of sensation we 
have the happier we will be? 

Experience has an insatiable appetite; it is never 
quenched. Once indulgence begins, it brings about 
degeneration and limitation and dependence. We are 
told the serpent is very subtle and so is sensory 
experience. It promises so much and delivers so little. 
The more it is indulged in, the more we forget the 
importance of inner values. 

You no doubt have noticed that we are first 
enticed to indulge through our feeling nature, Eve. We 
observe the world of appearances and our inclination to 
experience is quickened. We feel that if we only had a 
certain object, person, money, or something else that 
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we would be healed, prospered, or guaranteed 
success. We then go to our intellect and give him a bill 
of goods based on this immature feeling and he gives 
the OK to indulge. The consequences are often quite 
disastrous; we have much evidence of it in the lives of 
individuals today. How many times have we said to 
ourselves, after we have become involved in an undesir
able situation, "I knew I should not have done this." 
Why didn't we listen to this inner voice? Because the 
serpent, sensation, promised so much we couldn't resist. 

It is not only the negative things that we know we 
shouldn't do or indulge in or consume that bring about 
limitation and unfulfillment. There are many who think 
that if they only eat the right foods, perform the right 
exercises, and practice relaxation and meditation that 
they will be happy, healthy, prosperous, and immortal. 
They think of immortality as living forever in a state of 
bliss, even though they are out of their body. 

The Bible tells us, "Man shall not live by bread 
alone." Although it is good and beneficial to a degree 
to eat the right foods, to perform daily exercises, and 
to relax and meditate, there is more to the spiritual life 
than these things. I recently heard a well-known 
commentator on TV make the statement that he en
joyed meditation and that it helped him, but he was not 
interested in the universal consciousness. By this he 
meant he was only interested in gaining the physical 
benefits and possibly the peace of mind and tranquility 
that came from practicing a time of quiet meditation 
each day. 

When we do not heed and follow the instructions 
of the inner voice of God and instead follow the false 
promises of the voice of sensation and experience, the 
results will always be negative. This is true even when 
they at first seem to be enjoyable and beneficial. 

As a result of disobedience to the inner voice we 
feel separated from God even though we do not actually 
become separated from Him. This leads to guilt 
feelings, for we know we have done something that was 
not for our highest and best good. We also experience 
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fear, for we know we are inadequate to meet the 
challenges of life on our own. 

Eve was told that she would experience increased 
pain and difficulty in bearing children. Adam was told 
that he would find it hard and difficult to till the soil 
and would only bring forth food through the sweat of his 
brow. Once the feeling nature and subconsciousness 
have been given over to sensation and experience it is 
painful to give birth to true ideas. Sensation and 
experience would tell us that we are separated from 
God and we find it rather painful to believe that He is 
with us even in the negative condition in which we 
might find ourselves. It is painful to give birth to faith 
and belief when one is experiencing illness. It is painful 
to give birth to confidence when one is confronted with 
a frightening experience. 

Adam, the intellect, also finds it hard and diffi
cult to deal with truth on the intellectual level. Just 
read some of the many philosophical concepts of Kant, 
Jung, Spinoza, Hume, and others. Much of the inter
national conflict that we know today is due to the 
difficulty of trying to understand each other's philos
ophy. The intellect tries to understand truth, which is 
one, by thinking in terms of duality. It wants to 
understand how things began when there was no begin
ning. Truth is hard to comprehend in a mind of duality, 
one that thinks in terms of good and evil. Some labor 
under the philosophy that says, "If I know what is wrong 
then I will know what is right." We know what is wrong 
with a lot of things and yet we do not know what is 
right. In their need for healing, some seek what is 
wrong instead of realizing what is right, realizing the life 
force and energy within them can heal and renew them. 

Adam and Eve were told that in the day they ate 
of the forbidden fruit, they would surely die. God did 
not cause death: it is the result of disobedience to the 
laws and principles that would give immortality. There 
are many people today who actually think that God 
causes death. You no doubt have heard someone say 
about the transition of another, "God has taken him 
home." It is very hard and very difficult for us to think 
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or feel that we have anything to do with death. Didn't 
Adam say to God, "Eve made me do it." And Eve said, 
"The serpent made me do it." It is a human tendency 
to want to blame someone or some thing for our state 
of limitation instead of accepting the truth that we are 
responsible. 

God is the Author of life. If we would listen to 
the inner voice, He would teach us how to live forever. 
God never kills babies and he never kills adults. We 
must cease using Bible passages that we do not under
stand to verify our negative beliefs. 

If we are to rise out of this false state of 
consciousness, this consciousness of lack, limitation, 
sickness, poverty, and injustice, then we must not 
blame anyone, not even ourselves. All we need to do is 
to turn to God with an open mind. We must be willing 
to let go of our negative religious beliefs and interpre
tations of those beliefs. We must be willing to let go of 
our negative human beliefs and prejudices and be pre
pared for a rebuilding of consciousness. We cannot live 
happy, successful lives independently of God. Reliance 
upon sensory stimulation for happiness, joy, wisdom, 
security or any other good only leads us further into a 
feeling of separation and the accumulation of feelings 
of guilt and fear. 

Jesus said, "Of mine own self I can do nothing." 
He relied totally upon God, the Father within Him and 
He was a happy and successful individual. God is 
Principle. Obcd'cnce to Principle, the following of our 
intuitive guidance, leads to freedom. 

So, there is such a thing as "original sin", but not 
as the church has taught it. We are here on planet 
earth in the state we find ourselves, not because God 
plays favorites or because He hates us, but because we 
have used our freedom of choice unwisely somewhere 
and sometime in the past. This is not our first 
adventure on earth. Some of us have been here many 
times. 

Sin is simply a mistake in judgment that leads to a 
mistake in action that leads to undesirable and often 
unpleasant consequences. Every individual comes into 



•„•• life experience with a consciousness that needs to 
th l Li or saved; it is this consciousness that dete 
*Z'our experiences. If we do not like what * 
Te experiencing, we can, with God's help improve
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tlnsform our consciousness and bring forth better 
conditions and experiences. As we improve the quality 
of our consciousness, God can work through us to do 
greater and better things, not only for us, but for others 
also. Paul suggested that we do this when he said, "Be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind so that 
you may prove what is the good, the acceptable, and 
perfect will of God." 

We transform consciousness through daily study, 
prayer, and the effort to apply the truth we learn in our 
lives. The more we listen for the "still small voice" 
within us and follow its leading, the more we will stay 
on the path and we will be guided in ways of peace, 
health, and plenty. 



Chapter 2 

THE ATONEMENT OF 
JESUS CHRIST 

Christianity has become bogged down in a nega
tive interpretation of the life, teachings, and purpose of 
Jesus' mission. Rituals and theological dogma have 
become more important than the pure mystical truths 
that Jesus taught. He came to show us and teach us 
how to get out of bondage. Instead of our getting busy 
and putting into practical application what He taught 
us, we have been led to believe that He was going to do 
everything for us. 

The traditional teaching goes something like this: 
man is a sinner and the victim of his sins. His sinful 
nature has left him so depraved that it is impossible for 
him to free or save himself. Even if he died on the 
cross or in some other horrible manner, it would not be 
enough to pay the price necessary to redeem him from 
his sinful condition. Therefore, according to traditional 
interpretation, Jesus came to pay the price for our 
redemption. His death on the cross is the ultimate 
sacrifice to enable us to find our way back into God's 
good grace; that is, if we will believe this. 

The theory never explains why it is necessary for 
God to be appeased in such a terrible way, yet we are 
supposed to believe that this horrible sacrifice proves 
how much God loves us. He loved us so much that "He 
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gave his only begotten son" to die for our sins. I might 
add it was for a sin committed not by us but by Adam 
and Eve. 

This theory is referred to as the "vicarious atone
ment". This simply means that we get the benefits 
without the suffering, in the same way that some 
parents live vicariously through their children. They 
experience joy, happiness, and the feeling of success 
through the accomplishments of their children; the 
children do the work and the parents feel successful. 

Jesus did not teach such a philosophy; it came 
from His followers who did not always understand what 
he was trying to tell them. It also comes from the 
mystery religions that were popular at that time, as 
well as from Judaism, which was steeped in a religion 
of sacrificial animal offerings. 

In the practice of Judaism, when a person broke 
the law—sinned—he would have to make a sin-offering. 
The type of sin he committed would determine what 
animal would be used in the sacrifice. He would go to 
the Temple, purchase the animal, and then the priest 
would kill the animal; thus, the animal would pay the 
price for his sins. It would have to be an animal 
classified as "clean". The lamb was used quite often in 
this manner. The blood would be sprinkled in the 
temple, the skin would be burned, and the flesh would 
be roasted and usually consumed by the priest. 

Jesus is often referred to as "the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the world." Very conser
vative Christians even use the expression "I am saved 
by the blood of the Lamb." The sprinkling of blood on 
the individual would be abhorrent to the Hebrew, so this 
must have been a pagan adaptation. In pagan temples 
the penitent would be placed under a grill with the 
animal on top; the priest would kill the animal and let 
its blood flow onto the penitent below. 

There was another important occasion where the 
lamb's blood was used. This was during the time of 
Moses when he was selected to lead the Hebrew people 
out of their Egyptian bondage. You are familiar with 
the story of the ten plagues, the last one of which was 
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that the angel of death was to come through the land 
and kill all firstborn children of the Egyptians. In order 
to help the angel distinguish between Egyptian and 
Hebrew firstborn, the Hebrews were to kill a lamb and 
sprinkle the blood of the lamb over the doorposts of 
their homes. This would protect their children from the 
angel of death. 

The Passover meal is to celebrate this event. It is 
believed that Jesus was identifying Himself with this 
paschal lamb when He instituted the communion service 
at the Last Supper. 

How did this unfortunate deviation from the 
teachings of Jesus take place? I believe there are two 
major reasons and influences. The first was the Apostle 
Paul. Most of the New Testament is based on the life 
experiences and writings of Paul, who stated that he 
was a "Hebrew of Hebrews". By this he meant that he 
was very dedicated to applying the Mosaic law in his 
life. He was staunchly conservative; he tried to keep 
the letter of the law, but found it to be a frustrating 
experience. He and many other religious leaders be
lieved that if all the people would just keep the law for 
one day, it would bring about the great event they were 
all expecting: the coming of the Messiah. 

On the road to Damascus, Paul had an experience 
that was to change his life. He was seeking Christians, 
Jewish Christians, to bring them back from their sinful 
ways. While traveling to Damascus he was blinded by a 
bright light; he reportedly had an encounter with Jesus. 
Paul's conversion experience did not free him com
pletely from all his past religious beliefs and the 
influence of those beliefs. Conversion only opens the 
door for growth. Many people have these experiences 
and think they are free of their past, only to find that it 
constantly haunts them. 

Peter did not get free of his past e i ther . You will 
recall his dream in which a sheet of unclean animals 
was lowered in front of him and he was told to eat of 
these animals. Peter reminded the Lord tha t he did not 
eat unclean animals, but the Lord said, "Eat." The 
vision disappeared and when he awoke, Cornelius, a 
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gentile, stood at Peter's door. The man wanted Peter 
to come and teach him and other gentiles about Jesus. 
The gentiles were the "unclean" with whom Peter was 
not supposed to associate. He did so on this occasion 
but when he was with his other Hebrew friends it was 
another story: his old religious beliefs exerted their 
influence on him. 

Even Paul who was all for bringing the gentiles 
into the Christian fold had his moments. On one 
occasion it almost cost him his life. He had come to 
Jerusalem to bring an offering from the churches in 
Asia Minor. Some of his friends suggested that he 
perform with them in the temple one of their traditions 
which including shaving his head. They were only trying 
to catch him violating the law so they would have an 
opportunity to kill him. They almost succeeded but 
Paul was saved by the Romans. 

Paul's conversion did not free him from his He
brew heritage, it only gave it a new twist. He saw 
Jesus' death as the only sacrifice needed for salvation 
or redemption from sin. No longer would the Jewish 
law and its requirements be necessary for they could 
not fully redeem anyway. Many of the people being 
converted to Christianity were gentiles. The tradition
alists, the Judaizers, felt that one should first become a 
Jew and fulfill the requirements of the Mosaic law 
before he could become a full-fledged follower of 
Jesus. Paul believed this was unnecessary. 

It was because of this controversy that the first 
ecumenical council was called. James, the brother of 
Jesus, was very influential in the Jerusalem church. 
After listening to testimony from Peter, Paul, and 
others on the pros and cons of the issue, James, Jesus' 
brother, decided in favor of Paul and the gentiles. The 
decision brought about a split in the church. Up to now 
Christianity had been a sect of Judaism; now it was on 
its own and Paul was free to carry the message to the 
gentiles. 

Paul accomplished a great deal considering the 
challenge before him. He had spent fourteen years 
after his conversion thinking about and meditating on 
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what had happened to him and about the teachings of 
Jesus. When we read his writings in the New Testa
ment, we find a mixture of beautiful statements of 
truth and we find some very negative concepts that are 
not necessarily truth, such as his attitudes about sla
very, women, and the end of the world. True, in his day 
he was a liberal in his attitude about women, but today 
he would be considered ultra-conservative. 

His influence on Christianity, however, is unmis
takable. What we have today in the traditional church 
are basically the ideas of Paul mixed in with some 
beautiful ideas of truth. There are times when Paul 
says in his letters, "It is I, Paul, speaking to you." 
There are other times when he lets the Spirit through 
and he comes up with beautiful ideas such as "Christ in 
you, your hope of glory," and "Be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind so that you may prove what is 
the good, the acceptable, and perfect will of God." 
Also we have his beautiful poem on love contained in 
the 13th chapter of I Corinthians. 

The second great influence on developing Chris
tianity came from the most popular mystery religion in 
the Roman Empire. It was the religion known as 
Mithraism. This was Christianity's greatest competitor; 
it was already well-established and accepted throughout 
the Empire. In carrying the message of Jesus Christ to 
the world, Paul and the other early teachers had to deal 
with many believers in Mithraism. 

When a group is seeking to grow by attracting new 
converts there is always a willingness to lower the 
standards and accept people on their own level. To 
make it easier to convert these people, the early 
Christians adopted many of their beliefs and practices. 
In fact, the two became so similar that only names and 
a few concepts separated them. 

For example, Mithra, the Sun God, was born of a 
virgin, was crucified and resurrected. His followers 
practiced the rites of baptism for repentance and the 
communion service of bread and wine to remind them 
of their oneness with the Sun God. His birthday was 
December 25 and he was worshipped weekly on Sunday. 
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Why did Christianity win out over Mithraism? 
There probably are a number of reasons, but one of the 
major ones is in its attitude toward women. In Mith-
raism women could not be saved. Christianity opened 
the door to women—not a full liberation, but a crack in 
the door. Any group that rejects women is doomed to 
failure. The church today is struggling with this 
problem: women want to become ministers, but the 
church wants to keep them out of this position. 

Unity has always accepted women as part of the 
ministry. In fact some of the most influential teachers 
in Unity and the New Thought movement have been 
women. It was really Myrtle Fillmore who started what 
eventually led to the Unity movement. It wasn't until 
Charles, her husband, saw what was happening in her 
life and in the lives of those she helped that he became 
interested. 

Emilie Cady has had and is still having a profound 
influence through her writings. And there have been 
many other women who have had a great influence, 
such as Emma Curtis Hopkins, Mary Baker Eddy, May 
Rowland, Sue Sikking, Dana Gatlin, Annie Rix Militz, 
Elizabeth Towne, and others. 

What Jesus gave to the world could not find 
fulfillment in Christianity as it was. After almost 
2,000 years it became necessary for a major break in 
the negative teachings of the church to take place; it 
came just before the turn of the century. Now, you can 
accept what you are about to read or you can reject it. 

The break came in the return of Paul, the Apostle 
of Jesus Christ. He came to begin a great transfor
mation in Christianity. He had grown much and had 
become free of the negative influence of His past 
religious training. What he did before as Paul was great 
and needed, but what he would do this time would be 
even greater. 

The people during his first time as Paul were not 
ready for the pure metaphysical and mystical teachings 
of Jesus; Jesus said as much. When He was asked why 
He taught in parables, he stated that it was because the 
people could hear but not understand. 
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After 2,000 years there were enough prepared lo 
give a new foothold to the mystical teachings of Jesus. 
Many who have come forth with an interest in truth arc-
only carriers and do not understand the essential teach
ings; however, they are helping in their way to carry 
forward the teaching. Many of these are very influen
tial teachers, some remaining in the orthodox fold and 
teaching truth principles. 

There are some who are teachers in metaphysical 
movements and are helping people in their own way. 
Some use the truth for very personal benefits and 
material gain. They do not understand the mystical 
teaching of Jesus for if they did they would not put so 
much emphasis on the materialism to be gained from a 
study of truth. True, material benefits do accrue for 
one does gain power, mastery, and dominion over all 
areas of his life. But I think Charles and Myrtle 
Fillmore had the positive idea when they stated in their 
covenant that they expected all their needs to be 
provided for without making the seeking of material 
things the object of their existence. 

You are no doubt wondering who this Paul was 
that has returned. Well, if you can accept it, here it is: 
he was none other than Charles Fillmore. As you read 
Charles Fillmore's writings you will find that he refers 
quite often to the writings of Paul. I believe that he 
returned to correct the mistakes he made when he was 
here as Paul. In his writings he has stated that 
traditional Christianity is basically the result of Paul's 
work. 

George Hunt Williamson, archeologist and his
torian of ancient civilizations, states this in his book, 
The Secret Places of the Lion. In the back of this book 
he has a "Who's Who" in previous reincarnations. In this 
list he states that the founder of Unity is a reincar
nation of Paul. 

Charles Fillmore believed this about himself. 1 
did not know him myself, but one person who knew 
him very well told me that Charles believed this about 
himself. He came back again and started a movement 
that will ultimately bring about marvelous and great 
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changes in Christianity. The influence of this teaching 
goes far beyond the Unity Churches, some 300, that are 
established. Many ministers in traditional Christian 
churches are teaching their people the Jesus Christ 
mystical truths as given by Unity. 

Was Jesus then our Saviour? Yes, but not a 
vicarious one. He came and broke the negative con
sciousness of limited thinking. He gave us a new 
awareness of who and what we are as children of God: 
we are loved by God, and have access to unlimited 
potential for good. He overcame the belief in death 
and said that if we kept His word and followed Him in 
the regeneration, we too would have the same oneness 
with the Father that He had and that we would be able 
to do the things He did. He revealed the will of God to 
us as health, joy, supply for our needs and true self-
fulfillment. 

The negative consciousness of the race believed in 
impossibilities. Jesus taught us to believe that all good 
things are possible through faith. Many are still living 
in the bondage of this'negative consciousness today, but 
Jesus has shown us how to be free. Paul has returned to 
dissolve the negative theological consciousness that has 
been strangling the church for almost 2,000 years. 

To help make my reference clear, let me use a 
more contemporary example, Martin Luther King. It 
was his mission and purpose to break the barrier in 
consciousness dealing with racial prejudice, the concept 
that certain people are inferior because of the color of 
their skin. This barrier has been broken in ways that 
will be more far-reaching than we can even begin to 
imagine at this t ime. The gradual disappearance oi 
racial prejudice in consciousness will lead to the elimi
nation of other negative concepts such as religious, 
social, cultural, political, and economic prejudices and 
injustices. 

Almost one hundred years ago, Jules Verne wrote 
a book about man traveling to the moon. This was a 
denial of the negative belief at that time that going to 
the moon or any other planet would be impossible. It 
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took almost one hundred years to do it, but it has been 
done. It could never have been accomplished if the 
negative belief in consciousness had not been chal
lenged. 

Before Roger Bannister broke the four minute 
mile barrier in a race, he had to break it in conscious
ness by believing that it was possible. Many at that 
time believed that it was impossible to run a mile in 
less than four minutes. 

There have been others who have helped mankind 
break mental barriers that have held us in bondage, and 
many more will come. They will come forth because of 
the great work done by Jesus Christ who broke more 
barriers than we have even realized at this moment in 
time. 

Jesus broke not only the death barrier, but the 
sickness syndrome, the poverty and lack barrier, and 
the negative belief that we have to live in misery and 
hardship. He broke the barrier of alienation from God. 
Although we have always been one with God, we have 
not known this and neither have we felt His Presence 
with us. We have felt alone and helpless. 

The Atonement of Jesus Christ was to teach us 
how to reestablish a conscious feeling of oneness with 
the Father within us. Jesus said, "Turn to your Father 
who is within you," "Follow me in the regeneration," 
"The works I do, ye shall do also," and "Be ye therefore 
perfect as your Father is perfect." These are not 
vicarious statements. We each have to have the 
experience of oneness; no one can do this for us. Jesus 
would be the first to tell us this if he were here in the 
physical to do so. He has already said this and it is our 
business to accept and believe it. 

Jesus also said, "Lo, I am with you always." He is 
present here today to help us, but not to do everything 
for us. He helped Paul, and He has helped many along 
the way. He has helped me. 

Many are wasting their time waiting for and 
longing for a future time of salvation in a life after this 
one. Others are on side trips of egotism and materi-
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ality. using their knowledge of truth for personal 
enhancement and gratification. „ , „ „ . , , ,«,* 

If vou want to make the greatest progress, uae 
your knowledge of truth to glorify the God within you 
As Jesus expressed it, "Let your l.gh shme by your 
good works. Then you will know the joy of living and 
knowing your oneness with God. 
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Chapter 3 

THE NATURE OF MIRACLES 

Miracles have played an important part in the 
history and development of Christianity. Believing in 
specific ones has been required as part of the Faith. A 
person was not considered to be a Christian unless he 
professed to believe in such miracles as the Virgin 
Birth, the translation of Mary bodily into heaven, the 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, and others. 

There have been many miracles reported by indi
viduals over the years: miracles of healing, levitation, 
the miraculous multiplication of food, and the appear
ances of prominent figures in the Church. There are 
many miracle stories told in the Scriptures such as the 
parting of the Red Sea and the Jordan River, the 
restoration of life, the standing still of the sun and 
moon, the multiplying of the widow's oil, the ability to 
walk on water, the changing of water into wine, and 
even the instantaneous occurrence of death. 

A natural explanation has been given for some of 
these; however, the so-called "natural" explanation of
ten seems more miraculous than the miracle itself. 

Before we can discuss miracles and say whether 
we believe or disbelieve in them, we must first define 
them. This is a major problem and has been the subject 
of much discussion among religious leaders, scientists 
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and philosophers down through the ages. I believe that 
even before we can def ine a mirac le we must review 
our concept of the universe and the nature of God. 
Many t rad i t iona l Chr ist ians have a misconcept ion of 
bo th ; they see God as a Being Who created the 
universe and man. We are supposed to have 
f ree w i l l , but s t i l l He intervenes in our l ives and 
af fa i rs and bestows blessings or punishment according 
to His wh ims. 

Many unpleasant things are a t t r i bu ted to this God. 
He is responsible for s torms, tornadoes, earthquakes, 
f loods and other tragedies. Of course He is also the 
Author of good weather, sunshine, refreshing ra in , and 
other good things that happen. This is an immature 
view of God and i t is based on a human in te rpre ta t ion 
of Scr ip tu re . We are to ld that we are created in God's 
image and we assume that God must therefore look l ike 
us and have s imi lar a t t i tudes and feel ings. So, we have 
thought of God as get t ing angry and v indict ive over the 
bad deeds of man. 

This is a false concept of God. I could never 
bel ieve in such a god, for I would have to question his 
wisdom, in te l l igence, and in tegr i t y , and I would 
cer ta in ly doubt his love for me. Yet this is the god that 
many people are supposed to believe in , have f a i t h i n , 
and trust w i th the i r l ives. 

In Un i t y we teach that God is the Pr inciple of 
Absolute Good; as such, He is eternal and unchanging. 
Many sincere Christ ians pray to God hoping that He w i l l 
change His mind and bless them wi th some good such as 
heal ing instead of punishing them. They are real ly 
wast ing the i r breath wi th such prayers, for God doesn't 
punish them in the f i rs t place. He w i l l never change. 
His w i l l is only good and w i l l never be anything else. 

I t isn't God that must change, i t is we who must 
change so that His good can manifest in and 
through us. Whenever something happens of a negative 
nature, l e t us not blame i t on H i m . Let's just admit 
that we do not know why i t happened and get busy 
knowing that i t can be overcome w i th God's help. 
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Principle had no beginning. It has always existed, 
always will exist, and it will always be the same: good. 
Principle is impersonal. Some feel this is a very cold 
concept of God, but I like it, for it tells me that God 
does not play favorites. The old personal god gave 
special favors to those who belonged to his church. It 
has been sad to see how Christians have fought and 
argued over which branch of Christianity was the true 
church. God is impersonal; it makes no difference 
which group one belongs to. The important thing is 
whether or not one is living in harmony with Principle, 
living in harmony with God. If one is obedient to 
Principle he will have good results; if he is not, the 
results will be undesirable. 

In reading the story of creation in the Bible, we 
have come up with the notion that there was a begin
ning at some point in history. However, when the 
expression "In the beginning" appears in Scripture, we 
should realize that it is only a figure of speech. It is an 
attempt to help the intellect understand something 
about the nature of life. The bringing into manifes
tation of a solar system or a planet or an animal or 
plant is not creation, it is formation. Creation implies 
bringing something into existence that did not exist 
before, but this is impossible because the essence out of 
which all things are formed has always existed. 

Many people think that every time a baby is born 
God has created a new soul, but this is not so. The 
Bible tells us very plainly that we have always existed. 
We are created in the image and likeness of God, which 
is only a way of saying that we have always been as 
God, we have always existed. Any system of thought 
that has as a premise that man had a beginning some
where in the history of time cannot have its basis in 
truth. There is no way the mind can find peace and 
satisfaction in this type of thinking. 

Formation and reformation are going on contin
ually. When an aluminum company makes aluminum 
cans they do not create them, they form them out of 
something that already existed—aluminum. When they 
recycle the cans, reform them, they are not recreating, 

-21-



they are using the same substance, giving it another 
form. It may be a can but it could just as well be 
anything they wanted it to be. 

Many of us were educated in a system that 
teaches that we are a product of nature, that we 
evolved from a lower form of life to our present level. 
Darwin's theory of evolution jolted the theological 
world and radically changed our thinking about man's 
history. Teilhard is another individual who has given us 
a very meticulous explanation of the evolutionary the
ory in his book, The Phenomenon of Man. As logical 
and sound as this theory of evolution may seem, it is 
nevertheless not quite true. All it is describing is the 
history of man's regeneration. It assumes that all life 
had its beginning on this planet, which it didn't. 

It is this type of reasoning that leads us to believe 
that so-called nature produces us instead of realizing 
that it is we who have produced nature. You, I, and 
everyone existed somewhere in this universe before this 
solar system or this planet was ever formed. It is the 
collective consciousness of man that has produced this 
universe and especially this planet where we are at this 
moment in time. 

This universe exists and maintains or adjusts and 
changes, not according to the whims of a god, but 
according to the collective consciousness of all of us 
who are here now and all who have ever been here. 
Everything on this planet is a reflection and expression 
of man's consciousness. The beauty of nature is an 
expression of the beauty of man's consciousness. We 
are not totally bad as we have been led to believe. 
There is much good in every person, even those who are 
doing so-called evil things. 

The ugliness and what is considered evil or unde
sirable, the germs, sickness, and other deplorable condi
tions are also expressions and manifestations of man's 
consciousness. Everything we see, every action that 
takes place is therefore the manifestation of Principle 
through the consciousness of man. Nothing happens by 
chance even though we use this expression to explain 
many things that we do not understand. It would be 
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better for us just to say we do not understand, instead 
of using false reasoning. Everything that happens has a 
reason or explanation and one day we will understand 
why many things happen that we do not understand now. 

Since everything that happens does so according 
to our relationship with Principle, we can be assured 
there are no dispensations. The concept that God 
dispenses with natural laws to perform special favors 
may sound pleasant, but it is a false concept. When we 
learn to live in harmony with Principle we will always 
have good. God cannot change the rules for any of us. 
He can help us understand the rules and apply them but 
not change them. We can beg and plead, but this will 
do no good. 

What has all this to do with miracles? It has a 
great deal to do with it, for what seems to be a miracle 
is only the action of Principle through the consciousness 
of an individual or individuals. It is the application of 
Principle even if it is done without a full conscious 
understanding. 

For example, let us say a person is sick with a 
terminal condition. When he is told his condition is 
terminal, he can take one of two attitudes. He can 
accept the verdict, cry or get angry about it, decide 
that his time is up and prepare to die. Or he can reject 
the verdict and affirm that something can be done 
about it. This person, instead of preparing to die, will 
call upon his friends, the prayer ministry of Unity, and 
ask for help in prayer. He will want the positive faith 
and prayers of those who believe that healing can take 
place regardless of how serious the condition is sup
posed to be. As a result of his positive attitude he is 
healed. We then say God answered his prayers and has 
performed a miracle. 

This miracle is the way it should have been all 
along; it is only a miracle of restoration. Many people 
are experiencing an even greater miracle, the greater 
miracle of living and expressing life without being sick. 
The nature of the Principle of Life is to express as 
perfect health. God did not build into our nature the 
condition of illness or imperfection. We are perfect in 
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the ideal plan. When we get in touch with this perfect 
image of God within us and express it we shall not 
experience any negative physical condition. 

Life would express perfectly through us now if our 
consciousness were free of all negative beliefs about 
life. What beliefs? Well, for one, the belief that we 
inherit sickness. Quite often doctors will ask their 
patients, "Has anyone in your family had this condi
tion?" I know they are trying to be helpful, but the 
implication is that a person's illness may have been 
inherited from his parents or other ancestors. 

There are many beliefs that we accept simply 
because we were told they were so. In our subconscious 
we believe that environmental factors cause degener
ation and illness. We believe in the concept of age and 
the wearing down of the physical organism with the 
passing of time. We also entertain the notion that we 
must all eventually die, even though the greatest teach
er of all time and one that many Christians profess to 
believe in has said, "If you live and believe on me you 
shall never see death." 

We believe that we are subject to all kinds of 
"natural" laws. Many of the laws that we think are 
natural are not natural at all. Is there a natural law of 
death? And is there one for aging and all the other 
negative things that happen? Instead of calling them 
natural laws and referring to this as "nature", we should 
recognize them for what they are. They are laws of 
human consciousness and are based on our beliefs and 
experiences. It is only as we change our consciousness 
and begin to believe that something good is possible 
that we change these so-called natural laws. Jesus 
said, "If you can believe, all things are possible." 

To believe is to accept totally in consciousness; 
this is something that we find difficult to do. Many 
times we say we believe something, but this is only an 
intellectual expression. True belief is much more than 
this. Many find it difficult to accept something that is 
true because they have already accepted a negative 
concept. When they get instantaneous, negative results 



they would not think of calling this a miracle, but the 
same principle is working to produce a manifestation. 

Many of the things that we classify as miracles 
should be normal happenings in our lives and one day 
will be. This includes the manifestation of food and 
supply. The way we maintain our existence today is 
very limited and difficult. Jesus manifested food for 
many very easily and quickly. He didn't have to process 
the wheat and bake bread and he didn't have to go 
fishing. 

In the future we will have better means of com
munication than we do now. At the present time we try 
to communicate with each other through the spoken 
word, the reasoning power of the intellect, the printed 
word, and through mental influence, but we are not 
doing so well. After almost 2,000 years we haven't 
understood what Jesus was saying to us. Libraries are 
filled with volumes on philosophy, religion, and scien
tific subjects and yet we do not understand. We think 
we are living in a very illumined age and yet what we 
do know about life is very limited. Much of what we 
think is true is actually false and we will discover this 
one day. When we consider the facts in the Britannica 
Encyclopedia we should realize this is only one mil
lionth of the knowledge to be known. We know very 
little in comparison with what is yet to be known. 

The best means of knowing and communicating is 
through Intuitive Sensory Perception. This is the ability 
to tune in directly with the Creative Source of Wisdom 
and Intelligence within us. As we learn to do this we 
find that we are guided in ways that lead to self-
mastery, happiness, power, and control of our lives. 
The information that comes from this Source is always 
accurate and can be depended upon. Many are fas
cinated with what is called Extra Sensory Perception 
which is only the psychic or mental use of the powers of 
the mind. It is the ability of one mind to communicate 
with another on the mental level. This is a very limited 
use of the mental faculties and is not dependable. Most 
of the information received on this level turns out to be 
wrong and disappointing. 
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In the future we will understand the principle of 
levitation as Jesus understood and used it. He was able 
to walk on the water and we think of this as a miracle. 
But it was normal for Him with His understanding. He 
was also able to dematerialize His physical form and 
appear where He desired. He could move through 
physical walls without having to open doors. The things 
He did seem so preposterous that we find it difficult to 
believe they actually happened. Yet one day these 
things will be repeated and will be done by many. 

When do miracles usually happen? For us they 
usually happen, if they are to happen at all, in a time of 
great need. They happen when one is i l l , needs money 
or a job, or needs to be saved from a dangerous 
situation. In a time of great personal need the indi
vidual can generate the pure faith and belief and power 
to do what seems to be impossible. In these moments 
the individual doesn't stop to think whether something 
is possible or not, he just believes that it is. People 
have lifted objects that were normally too heavy for 
them to l i f t yet they have not strained themselves or 
pulled muscles. Some have performed tasks they have 
never tried before. Paralyzed people have walked and 
they have done so without any conditioning exercises. 1 
might add they have not needed to be cautious about 
falling down. 

Why don't more miracles such as these happen 
today? I suppose the main reason is that we are too 
t imid. We have been told that we are unworthy of 
having good things happen and therefore we do not 
expect to have healing or demonstrations of supply. We 
are reluctant to make strong commitments to great 
expectations and we find reasons or I might say ratio
nalizations to pacify us. 

How can we develop the miracle working con
sciousness? The best and fastest way is through daily 
periods of quiet prayer and meditation. Every time we 
turn to the Creative Power within us with an open mind 
we are developing the consciousness necessary to live 
and express on this higher level. This sounds easy, but 
it wil l be very challenging. The greatest challenge will 
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come in releasing many of our cherished beliefs that we 
think are true but discover are false. 

Many people have this miracle producing con
sciousness working for them right now. It may not 
seem as dramat ic as the emergency case, but i t is much 
more satisfying and grat i fy ing. They are get t ing more 
results and better ones than the dramat ic mirac le . 
They are l iv ing the l i fe in which miracle results are the 
normal thing; i t is this type of l i fe that we should be 
working toward. We shouldn't let down when things are 
going smoothly. The best condit ioning of consciousness 
takes place when you are feel ing good. It may seem 
that nothing is happening. It may seem that we are on 
a plateau and no growth or development is tak ing place, 
but let us not be deceived by appearances. Much 
growth is taking place. 

In addition to our times of daily medi tat ion we 
should constantly seek to improve our knowledge of 
t ru th through regular study. Reading and at tending 
classes and seminars on t ru th help us to change many of 
our subconscious misconceptions. When we hear con
cepts or ideas that we "can't agree w i th " , we should 
stop and give some consideration, for this might just be 
the place where we need a l i t t l e or a great deal of 
growth. 

We should also seek to apply some of the Pr in
ciples we discover. We should be giving up or changing 
some of our habits instead of just l iv ing wi th them. 
Many times we keep reading or l istening to t ru th ideas 
thinking this wi l l produce miracles for us. Listening is 
beneficial, but at tempt ing to pract ice what we hear 
inwardly and outwardly is very impor tant . 

Act ing on some of the ideas wi l l be chal lenging. 
For example, a person may be in need of greater 
prosperity. He prays and asks the Creat ive Intel l igence 
within Him what he can do in order to have more 
supply, more money. The answer comes, "star t t i t h ing " . 
This is a jo l t but if he wi l l do i t , i t w i l l begin a mirac le 
in his l i fe . He wi l l learn how to keep going when i t 
seems impossible to do so. He w i l l see manifestat ions 
of supply come for th and w i l l stand in amazement 



trying to figure out how it could possibly happen. He 
will learn how to discipline himself and he will have a 
more illumined attitude toward dedication. 

It is amazing that so many consider this difficult 
to do. They are so attached to money that they are 
willing to do almost anything except part with a mere 
ten percent to share with God and others. They are 
willing to get an extra job and put in more hours of 
work thinking they need extra income. The act of 
tithing helps one build a prosperity consciousness. 
Without this consciousness there will be no difference' 
in the life of a person even if he does get an extra job 
to make more money. That extra money will slip 
through the holes in his consciousness and he will wind 
up frustrated saying, "No matter how hard I try, I'm not 
getting ahead." Tithing may seem difficult, but it is 
not that difficult and the results are one thousand times 
greater. 

Miracles don't just happen by chance; they are 
produced by God working through a receptive con
sciousness. We can build that consciousness and we can 
be assured that God wants us to do so and that He will 
help us by inspiring us with the ideas necessary to 
develop it. It is up to us to accept the ideas, no matter 
how challenging. Once the ideas become a normal part 
of our consciousness we will experience peace of mind, 
security, happiness, and many, many outer material 
blessings. 
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Chapter 4 

WATER BAPTISM EXPLAINED 

One day a man named Zacharias was in the 
Temple at Jerusalem burning incense as a part of his 
priestly duties. While doing so he had a vision in which 
an angel named Gabriel appeared to him and told him 
that his prayers for a son had been answered: his wife, 
Elizabeth, would have a child whose name would be 
John. Zacharias found this hard to believe; when he 
questioned Gabriel he was told that because he had 
doubted, he would not be able to speak again until the 
child was born. 

His wife, Elizabeth, probably had her doubts, but 
the prophecy was fulfilled and she did conceive. This 
was an especially happy occasion for both of them. 
When the child was born, he was taken to the Temple 
for circumcision and it was suggested that he be called 
Zacharias after his father. But Elizabeth refused, 
insisting that he be called John. When they protested 
to Zacharias, he took a writing tablet and wrote, "His 
name is John." After this Zacharias was able to speak 
again, to the amazement of those around him. 

Some thirty plus years later this John came out of 
the wilderness proclaiming a message that excited 
great interest. He said the great event was about to 
happen: the Messiah was coming to usher in and 
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establish the kingdom of heaven. He, John, was a voice 
of one "crying in the wilderness" warning the people 
that they must confess their sins and be baptized as a 
preparation for the great event. His was the voice of 
repentance. 

John began baptizing the many who came to him. 
He would take them into the Jordan River and either 
dip them or sprinkle them as a sign of their repentance. 
His message of the coming of the Messiah king was 
politically controversial, for it indicated that a revolu
tion to oust the Romans was imminent. This was 
serious business. 

John never hesitated to speak his mind. Although 
he was proclaiming a liberal message, he was doubtless 
a conservative at heart and in understanding. He had 
no hesitation in telling the people they were living in 
sin, especially Herod the king. Herod was living with 
his brother's wife, Herodias, for which John condemned 
him in no uncertain terms. John probably believed, as 
did other conservatives, that the people's bondage to 
Rome was due to their sins and to the years of delay in 
the coming of the Messiah. So John had some opposi
tion from the king, and Herodias was definitely out to 
get him. Herod was afraid of him because the people 
responded to him so readily. 

When Jesus appeared on the scene John recog
nized Him as the One Who was to come. It must have 
been puzzling and confusing to John, for John no doubt 
thought the Messiah would be a king who would come 
with an army to defeat the Romans. When he saw Jesus 
and the inner voice told him that Jesus was the One, 
John wondered how it would be accomplished. Many 
thoughts must have passed through his mind as he 
baptized Jesus: How can a man of such gentleness lead 
a revolt? Where is His army? Will it be a band of 
angels? How could it be this individual—He's my 
cousin! I know Him; He wouldn't harm anyone. Why 
does He submit to this baptism when He doesn't need 
it? 

John finally got himself thrown in prison with his 
constant condemnation of Herod. In prison he had 
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further moments of wondering about Jesus being the 
true One Who was to come. When he sent some of his 
followers to ask Jesus if He were really the One, Jesus 
told them to tell John what they saw, the miracle 
healings that took place. 

John was probably very frustrated. He was of a 
temperament that wanted to be a part of the action and 
here he was in prison. He believed the kingdom was 
about to be established and he wanted to be there when 
it happened, but it wasn't to be that way for him. 
Herodias wasn't satisfied that he was in prison; she 
tricked her husband into having him killed. Her daugh
ter, Salome, was appearing before Herod, who offered 
her anything she wanted if she would only dance for 
him. At her mother's prompting, she asked for the head 
of John the Baptist. This frightened Herod, but he 
couldn't lose face; he overcame his fear and consented. 
It was done: the voice of John the Baptist was silenced. 

Christians today accept water baptism as a neces
sary part of becoming a Christian. In the beginning it 
wasn't so readily acceptable; in fact, it was an embar
rassment to many Christians. Why would Jesus submit 
to it? He wasn't a sinner. He was superior to John, 
although some of John's followers didn't accept that. 
Jesus' followers said that John even admitted the 
superiority of Jesus. Did he not say, "I am not the 
Christ?" John also stated he was unworthy even to take 
the shoes off Jesus' feet. This was a job of the lowest 
of slaves; John was saying he wasn't that worthy. 

Another problem was that when the apostles be
gan teaching, people began receiving the Holy Spirit 
before they were baptized. Today we don't make these 
distinctions and so the reverse method has become the 
accepted one: the proselyte is saved and then he is 
baptized. 

Water baptism is a ritual, a symbolic act of 
something that is supposed to happen within the indi
vidual. More emphasis has come to be placed on the 
outer ritual and the real meaning has been lost. Many 
are baptized in water, but they are not really baptized. 
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John wasn't certain what the coming of the Mes
siah and God's kingdom would be like. He only knew 
that radical changes would be necessary in a person's 
life in order for him to have a part in it. He knew the 
people could not continue in their sinful ways and 
expect to be saved. He saw the coming of the new king 
as a time when sinners would be destroyed along with 
the heathen Romans. Therefore, it was essential that 
people confess their sins and admit they were at fault. 
They must give up their sensuous practices: sex, 
gluttony, greed, seeking only the things of this world. 

John would baptize anyone, Gentile as well as 
Jew, although this didn't set too well with the estab
lished religious leaders. For John the coming kingdom 
would be for anyone who would repent. 

To accept what water baptism really means and 
to do it is difficult for us. We are so used to blaming 
God and others for our predicament that we find it 
difficult to admit we had a part in bringing about the 
conditions of our lives. Oh, we can admit we have 
made some simple mistakes, but nothing that would be 
so serious as to cause sickness, poverty, lack, bondage, 
misery, and unhappiness. 

Yet when we realize that God cannot cause 
sickness, nor could germs if we were in the right 
consciousness, then we have to admit that we have had 
a part in it. Baptism is really a time of making a 
commitment with the Lord of our Being. This inner 
Lord is constantly telling us what we should and should 
not do for our highest good. We want the good life 
without doing what is necessary to have it and this 
cannot be done. When we come to realize and admit 
that we must change our mind, our consciousness, then 
we are experiencing what water baptism represents— 
the cleansing power of denial, the activity of the 
faculty of renunciation in releasing old attitudes and 
beliefs. 

We have a vague notion of what the kingdom is, 
but we are not totally sure. We only know it is going to 
be great and we want to have a part in it. For many 
years and maybe many lives one may be living in the 
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simplistic consciousness that all the work necessary to 
enter this kingdom will be done for him. But one day a 
John appears on the scene in his consciousness and 
begins to tell him it is not enough to follow the 
accepted religious beliefs and practices and rituals. 
This John tells him he must repent; that is, he must 
change his beliefs and his ways of thinking as well as his 
destructive habits. 

In our moments of ecstasy and great expectation, 
we say we are willing to do anything to get out of 
bondage. It is one thing to accept what we are told or 
know we should do, but quite another to actually do it. 
We become so attached and dependent on many sense 
experiences that we find it difficult to give them up. 
We wonder how we can be happy without them. 

How do we repent? Although it may be a 
traumatic moment in our lives, it should not be a time 
of self-condemnation. Admitting a mistake doesn't 
mean we must condemn ourselves for it. God isn't 
interested in condemnation, but past religious teachers 
and others certainly have been. Emphasizing condem
nation is counterproductive to our growth; it delays and 
hinders the true process of repentance, the sincere 
changing of our minds. 

Wallowing in despair and crying over the mistakes 
of the past is not the way to deal with them, for it 
weakens us. We need instead a strong, positive atti tude 
of resolution to do something about them. This is what 
repentance is, a strong determination to make a one 
hundred and eighty degree turn in our way of thinking, 
feeling, believing, and living. 

We can begin by making a list of the things in our 
lives that we know we should give up or change. Every 
one of us can easily do this, for when we are honest and 
sincere with ourselves we know and probably have said, 
"I know I shouldn't do this or that" and do it anyway. 
The purpose of making a list of these things is not to 
reinforce them in our thinking, but to impel us to make 
that necessary commitment to do something about 
them beyond rationalizing and justifying the contin
uance of them. 
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This list applies to what you put into your body 
and shouldn't, as well as to what you put into your mind 
and consciousness and shouldn't. I am not about to 
make any suggestions as to what anyone should put into 
his or her body, for each one knows that already. What 
we need is the resolve to follow our inner feelings. 

We must resolve to give up all negative thinking 
about ourselves. We must cease calling ourselves 
sinners and other depreciating names. You are not a 
failure, you are not a hypocrite, you are not evil; you 
are a child of God with unlimited possibilities. 

This making of a list of things we know must be 
released is not a time to identify more strongly with 
them. It is a time of recognizing the need to let go of 
them, and of strengthening our resolve to let them go. 

It may not be an easy thing to do; we may have to 
give up some things we cherish doing. We may even 
have to give up some of our beloved religious beliefs 
and practices. For example, once we know and under
stand what baptism is all about, we know it is not 
necessary to be baptized in water. I have known people 
over the years who were very disturbed because they 
were not officially baptized. Some were disturbed 
because they were only sprinkled rather than immersed 
in the water. 

It is not only some of the so-called "bad" things 
we are doing that must be given up. We must also be 
willing to give up some of the things we are doing that 
we think are right, good, and harmless. These things 
may be stumbling blocks on the path of spiritual pro
gress. Remember, this is a preparation for the coming 
of something greater, a preparation for the coming 
realization of the kingdom of heaven. 

We may be called upon to give up some of our 
personal associations and attachments. Our relatives 
and friends are not always going to agree with the way 
we see things. They may even put pressure on us not to 
pursue this inner light, but rather to stick with the 
status quo. 

Many times we find ourselves in the predicament 
in which we enjoy our mistakes. We enjoy things that 
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we know are detrimental to our health, happiness, 
peace of mind, and prosperity. But let me tell you this 
one thing: the joy of the kingdom is greater than any 
sensual joy you think you can't live without. 

On a more metaphysical level John represents an 
intellectual perception of truth. At this stage of 
development one is usually against something and tends 
to dwell too much on what is wrong. Therefore, it is 
not a stage of development that we want to prolong 
even though many do this. They never get past the 
point of thinking about the many changes they must 
make; they find themselves increasingly anxious and 
frustrated. 

John said of Jesus, "He must increase and I must 
decrease." Jesus stressed the positive approach of 
applying truth in our daily lives, following the guidance 
of Spirit as it seeks to lead us on the path to health, 
prosperity, and true self-fulfillment. 

Jesus said of John, "Of those born of women there 
is none greater than John, but he that is least in the 
kingdom is greater than he." At our present level of 
development we cannot begin to conceive of the great
ness of the kingdom. However, the smallest spiritual 
insight is far greater and of more value than all the 
intellectual knowledge about truth. John said he came 
to prepare the way, but we don't want to spend all our 
time in the intellectual pursuit of more knowledge of 
truth. Some people are always searching for a new way 
to make truth intellectually stimulating. They look for 
a new phraseology, not realizing truth is truth and is 
the same regardless of its dress. 

John said he was baptizing with water but that 
when the Messiah came He would baptize with the Holy 
Spirit. Traditionalists think they have had both these 
baptisms; no doubt some have. But many do not even 
know what the baptism of the Holy Spirit is all about. 
They think of some experience called "conversion" as 
being a Holy Spirit baptism, but this experience is only 
psychological in many instances. 

So if you want to prepare for a real and genuine 
Holy Spirit baptism, make the commitment now to 
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prepare for it in consciousness. Cease chasing all over 
for a secret teaching or teacher. Cease making excuses 
for habits you know must go. Cease holding on to hurts 
and resentments that can't bring you anything but 
sorrow and grief. Cease belittling yourself and cleanse 
your mind of the "sinner complex". Cleanse your mind 
also of the thought that God hates you. Know that no 
matter what you have done in the past, He loves you 
with a steadfast love. 

In Unity we call this water baptism the cleansing 
power of denial. You have the power to deny what is 
undesirable and false. This is the proper and construc
tive use of your power of renunciation, your power to 
release and let go. In the past I have heard students 
who thought they were advanced say, "I don't have to 
use denials anymore." They didn't even realize that 
that statement is a denial. Every time we say "no" we 
have used the power of renunciation. Let us not use it 
to reject our good; let us use it to cleanse our con
sciousness of the undesirable and unproductive beliefs 
and habits that must go in order to prepare the way for 
the coming of the kingdom of God, the realization of 
oneness with the Lord of our Being. 
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Chapter 5 

THE BAPTISM OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT 

The Day of Pentecost has come to be known as 
the day the apostles and others were baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. These people were actually celebrating a 
Jewish feast day, the Day of Pentecost or the Feast of 
Weeks, as it was also known. It was a harvest festival 
when the people gave the first fruits of their harvest to 
the Lord. It really refers to the complete harvest 
period of about seven weeks, from the barley harvest 
until the wheat harvest. During this period the people 
of Israel were called upon to recognize God as the 
source of rain and agricultural fertility. 

The Day of Pentecost is actually a Jewish mys
tical principle that leads to greater prosperity. It is the 
idea of giving back to God a portion of our blessings to 
be used in His work of helping others to find the truth 
that will truly set them free. 

The followers of Jesus did not give up their 
religious beliefs or practices in the beginning. Some of 
them probably never did. On the occasion of Pentecost 
they were all gathered together "in one place". After 
fulfilling their traditional practices for this day they no 
doubt began to think about Jesus and what He had 
taught them and to contemplate the many things He 
did. The idealism of Jesus lifted their thoughts and 
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feelings to a higher level of contemplation and recep
tivity. Something began to happen to them that they 
had never experienced before. This new experience 
they had was described as the sound of a rushing wind 
from heaven and also as tongues of fire. It must have 
been an exciting and inspiring experience, but it may 
also have been frightening for some of them. 

When the local people heard of what was going on, 
they were also astonished. The followers of Jesus were 
so inspired that they were able to do unusual things, 
such as speak in different languages even though they 
had never done this before. They were probably radiant 
in appearance and happy as they talked about God in a 
new way. 

The pessimists said they were drunk. However, 
Peter got up and began explaining to the locals that 
they were not drunk. He said this was the experience 
that the prophet Joel had said would take place: " 'And 
it shall be in the last days,' saith God, 'I will pour forth 
my Spirit upon all flesh. And your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy. Your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.' " 

Here we have another indication that in addition 
to John the Baptist, Peter and others thought the end 
was near and that this was an outpouring of the Spirit 
of the Lord as was prophesied. Evidently the end did 
not take place, at least not literally, for we are still 
here. 

Peter then told them about the death and resur
rection of Jesus and accused them of it. This probably 
didn't set too well with some of them, but about 3,000 
were also inspired and were later baptized in water that 
same day. 

People today have similar experiences. They go 
to church and hear a threatening talk. They are made 
to feel guilty and unworthy and in need of salvation. 
Something happens and they are moved to join the 
church and submit to water baptism. 

For a time these people feel relieved for they 
actually believe they are saved from the possibility of 
going to hell and suffering for eternity. However, after 
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a time their assurance begins to wear off. They feel 
the Holy Spirit has left them. They have had an 
experience but not necessarily a baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Jesus had said these things would happen. He said 
false prophets would come along and perform astound
ing feats. "False prophets" simply means people teach
ing something that isn't true. They may be sincere and 
think what they are teaching is truth but nevertheless 
they are deceiving those they teach. They may even do 
this saying that God is revealing to them what they are 
teaching. 

The Holy Spirit baptism isn't something that hap
pens outside a person. It isn't the coming into a person 
of a spirit supposedly from God for God's Spirit is 
already within every person. The Baptism of the Holy 
Spirit is not a psychological experience based on fear. 
It is the movement or activity of God's Spirit within the 
individual in the form of ideas or inspiration. It is a 
flow of creative intelligence through an open and 
receptive consciousness. 

This is not a complete state of receptivity. The 
individual receives the guidance and illumination that 
will help him at the moment or that he is capable of 
receiving at the moment. When one recognizes a need 
for help in his life, he develops the receptivity neces
sary for God to reach him. This usually doesn't happen 
until our problem is rather severe. We are so used to 
living from the personal level. We think that we can 
handle every problem that arises, but eventually some
thing comes along such as a need for healing or a need 
for prosperity that we realize we cannot handle on our 
own. 

In this moment of great need one may turn to 
God. He prays in the only way that he knows; it may be 
a begging prayer or it may be the repeating of affir
mations. As a result of this effort on the part of the 
individual he receives his help. The wonderful part 
about the help we receive from the Holy Spirit is that 
God can reach us on any level of consciousness. The 
help that one may receive at this moment may seem 
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like a great burst of sunlight. In reality it isn't the full 
illumination of consciousness but probably only a speck 
of the true light, yet it is so impressive it is almost 
blinding. 

In these moments when the light of the Holy 
Spirit penetrates his consciousness, the individual may 
display unusual powers and abilities. Some may even 
experience what we call a miracle healing. There is 
often a feeling of great ecstasy. In his excitement the 
individual wants to tell the whole world about his 
experience. When he tries, he is startled to find that 
the whole world isn't necessarily interested. In fact 
many think the individual is "drunk" with spiritual 
nonsense or that he is losing his mind. 

The ecstasy and exhilaration don't last, for the 
new birth hasn't taken place. When these experiences 
occur many begin a restless search in the outer for a 
return experience. Others give up in discouragement. 
Still others fall into a complacency of endeavoring to 
maintain the status quo; they try to fit their new experi
ences into their old religious beliefs and patterns of 
habit and ritual. These individuals often identify the 
inner experience with some outer ritual or ceremony. 

Jesus said that when the Holy Spirit came some
thing quite different would happen. He said It would be 
like a Teacher; It would teach the individual all the 
truth. Jesus said there were many things He wanted to 
tell His followers but they were not prepared in con
sciousness to receive them nor to understand them. But 
He said they would be taught by the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Truth, through the inspiration that comes 
direct from God the Creative Source of Intelligence 
within all of us. 

The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth had revealed 
to Peter who Jesus really was, yet Peter later denied 
Jesus. Peter had not had the new birth experience; that 
came later after Jesus left. 

Many Christians today are in this situation. They 
know about Jesus, although they don't understand all 
that He was trying to teach them. They are sincere and 
want His help and the help of the Holy Spirit. Yet they 
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find it difficult to let go of traditional misconceptions 
so that the Spirit of truth can teach them all the truth, 
or at least more of it. 

John said of Jesus, "He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit." In this statement John was admitting that 
he did not know what the complete truth was. He didn't 
teach truth; he taught repentance and confession of sins 
as a preparation necessary to receive the truth. It is 
that state of consciousness in which we realize that we 
are not right, that we do not have it made as far as our 
religious life is concerned. It is also the recognition 
that we are living in the consciousness of limitation. 

If we respond to what John taught and make an 
effort to change our consciousness, then we will be 
ready to receive at least some of the great truth ideas 
that Jesus gave. Jesus came to show us and teach us 
how to get out of the consciousness of darkness, the 
consciousness of lack, limitation, fear, anxiety, illness, 
and all the misery we may find ourselves in. 

Jesus was the outer Spark. He said what He 
started was only the beginning. He suggested that we 
follow Him in the regeneration of consciousness and 
make an attempt to be perfect in consciousness. This 
means to believe what is true and release what is false. 

To follow what He taught is challenging, but it 
leads to a greater awareness and a greater sense of 
freedom. It leads to peace of mind. It leads to joy, 
happiness, healing, and other blessings. If we follow the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit it will lead to true Sal
vation, the New Birth and participation in the New Age. 

How can I detect what the Holy Spirit is telling 
me to do? The first thing is not to wait until there is 
some great need in your life. Don't wait until it is a 
matter of life or death. True, you can receive help 
then, but why not have the help of the Holy Spirit now? 

The Holy Spirit inspiration is usually more subtle 
than the intellectual water inspiration, the good inten
tions backed by rationalization and excuses for not 
starting or doing what we think would be so great and 
beneficial. 
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To get the help of the Holy Spir i t i t is imperat ive 
that we get to the point in our thought and fee l ing and 
recep t i v i t y where we are w i l l ing to act on or accept 
even what seems unimportant. Many people want the 
"b ig " th ing to do that wi l l radical ly change their l ives. 
Ye t they can't even do something simple. 

I would l ike to share w i t h you the experiences of a 
couple who were being moved by the Holy Spir i t to 
grow and expand in consciousness. They were led to 
begin a study of t ru th as given in Uni ty . A t the t ime 
they were quite involved in a t radi t ional church. He 
was on the board of directors and she was act ive in 
other church groups. Although they were involved in 
the church, they were not happy or sat is f ied; they fe l t 
something was missing. The teaching was not fu l f i l l i ng 
thei r souls' need for growth. They were just doing what 
seemed "good works" and helping the Lord. They also 
loved their f r iends. 

They decided to make the break. They began 
attending Unity and they loved i t ; the t ruth teaching 
was a very sat isfying experience for them. However, 
their friends began put t ing pressure on them to come 
back. They eventual ly went back, returning to the old 
rout ine. At f i rst they enjoyed this. But when the Holy 
Spirit moves and we take a step forward and return, we 
find it is not the same. This went on for a time, a year 
or more. The longing and hunger l i e t ru th returned. 
They decided tliMt they would make tin- break for good 
this time and return to their studies of truth. Again 
they made the break, but again it did not last. The hold 
of the traditional consciousness was so strong that they 
could not follow and be obedient to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. 

One day the hunger will return in such force that 
they will be obliged to follow it and make the break 
completely. They were like the prodigal son trying to 
live off the husks. He knew he would starve to death. 
There are many l ike this young couple who are s tarv ing 
for the truth and cannot or wi0 not do what is neces
sary to be truly fed. 
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The Holy Spirit can only guide us, it cannot force 
us. We cannot tell it how to feed us, we must respond 
to it. 

Another person 1 know had a similar experience. 
He wanted to stay with friends, family, and familiar 
surroundings, but the following of the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit was more important. He lost the friends he 
had, but he gained many more new ones. He eventually 
gained more in every way than he had before. 

When the Spirit nudges, I would suggest that you 
budge. Move with it. It is preparing you for something 
great. It may seem that your world and your life are 
coming apart at the seams. It may seem that like Paul 
you are "dying daily", but this is a necessary prepa
ration for a true salvation experience. 

You have everything to gain when you follow the 
Holy Spirit. Yes, you may lose something at the 
moment, but the blessings that will come into your life 
are greater than you can even conceive at this present 
moment. 
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Chapter 6 

SALVATION 

"Have you been saved?" You may have been 
asked this question by a traditional, conservative Chris
tian. I have been asked this many times, especially 
before I came into the Unity way of thinking. The 
people who ask this are no doubt sincere; they really 
believe their traditional religious concepts and are 
trying to be helpful. 

But we might reply, "Saved from what?" He 
would no doubt say, "From the fires of hell, eternal 
punishment." He has been taught that all persons born 
into this world are sinners and are going directly to hell 
unless they are saved. This goes for infants also. Part 
of the salvation process is to confess one's sins, repent, 
and submit to water baptism. In the Protestant tradi
tion, at least the one from which I came, it is believed 
that "once saved, always saved". It makes no dif
ference how much sinning a person does after his 
salvation, he nevertheless will be saved from eternal 
punishment. Of course if he is truly saved, he is not 
supposed to live an evil life, but there may be other 
factors which may cause him to go the evil way. Satan 
may get hold of him and cause him to do all kinds of 
things. 

In the Catholic tradition, from which 1 also came, 
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it is believed that even though one may be saved he 
must still live a good life. A good life is living first and 
foremost according to the laws of the Church. If he 
dies in a state of mortal sin, he goes to hell to suffer 
forever. 

Although the Protestant and Catholic beliefs 
vary, they nevertheless are based on the same basic 
belief about salvation. This religious belief is not 
original with Christianity; it came through Judaism 
from the Persians and Greeks. 

For example, in Greek mythology, Hades was the 
god of the underworld. He and his two brothers Zeus 
and Poseidon plotted to get control of the universe 
from their father, Cronus. They deposed him and then 
cast lots to see who would rule each of the three 
kingdoms: the heaven, the sea, and the infernal region. 

Most of you know how it turned out: Hades got 
the underworld kingdom, Zeus the heavens, and Posei
don the sea. Hades, along with his queen Persephone, 
ruled over the dead and the infernal powers, and 
supervised the trial and punishment of the wicked. The 
actual administering of torture was the duty of the 
Furies. 

If this sounds familiar we must remember that 
Paul was born in Tarsus. He boasts of its importance; 
its citizens enjoyed many cultural advantages. Paul 
was surely educated in the Greek mystery religions and 
Greek philosophy. Traditional Christianity, in theology, 
is basically the teachings of Paul. What Jesus actually 
taught is quite different from the theology of Paul. 

Before the Babylonian Captivity, the Jews did not 
have a clearly defined notion about life after death. 
During the Captivity they came in contact with the 
Persians, from whom they learned about Zoroas-
trianism. This religion taught that an individual was 
judged at death. If he was good he was admitted to the 
abode of infinite light and was ushered into the pres
ence of God, but if he was wicked he was hurled down 
into hell. 

It is interesting to note that Paul was a Pharisee. 
There was a great controversy between the Pharisees 
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and the Sadducees; the Pharisees believed in immor
tality and the Sadducees didn't. Paul, coming from his 
Greek culture, was no doubt educated in the Greek 
mythological writings. The idea of immortality and the 
eventual overcoming of death was stressed in the 
Orphic writings. In these writings, it was taught that a 
soul would reincarnate many times in its efforts to 
become good. It became good by following the Orphic 
teachings, part of which included vegetarianism. Plato 
refers to ideas from the Orphic teachings in his wri
tings. 

Hanukkah is a Jewish celebration with which you 
are no doubt familiar. It celebrates the rededication of 
the Temple in 165 B.C. Through the efforts of the 
Maccabees the Jews became outwardly free of Greek 
influence, but inwardly it was still present in many of 
the people who were already indoctrinated. 

So it was during the Graeco-Roman period of 
Jewish history that the concept of a fiery hell devel
oped in Judaism. They called their hell Gehenna and 
Sheol. Gehenna is the Greek-Latin form for Valley of 
Hinnom, which was a ravine south of Jerusalem. During 
the period of the monarchy, a cult living in this valley 
passed children through fire as a part of its religious 
ritual. 

By the time of Jesus, the Jews had adopted the 
belief that wicked souls are punished after death in 
Gehenna. The early Christian teachers, especially Paul 
and Peter, were well grounded in this concept. Paul 
spread it throughout Asia Minor and Greece. The fact 
that these people came from a tradition that already 
be lieved in these ideas was probably one of the reasons 
Christianity spread so rapidly throughout that part of 
the world. It has lasted to our present time. 

Origen, one of the early Church Fathers who lived 
from 185 to 253 A.D. tried to get rid of this idea of 
eternal punishment. He taught that eventually all souls 
would be saved. He believed the soul would continue to 
incarnate many times until it achieved perfection and 
overcame death. He was called a heretic and was 
discredited; his ideas were suppressed by the Church. 
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So here we are today with Christianity still domi
nated by the negative concept of eternal punishment in 
hell for the wicked. It isn't from the literal fires of a 
mythological hell that we must be saved. Hell is a 
myth: there is no such place. Believing there is a place 
will not produce one. God is a God of Love; He did not 
make a place where certain souls would suffer forever. 

The concept that God would punish forever is 
abhorrent; only a naive mind could believe that. When 
it comes to knowing what is really true most of us are 
neophytes, but the light is beginning to shine through a 
little more. Our consciousness is softening; love is 
getting through to us. Christians aren't nearly as 
bloodthirsty and vindictive as they once were. We 
should keep in mind that a true Christian is a follower 
of Jesus and His teachings, and He taught that we 
should express love to everyone, those who are classi
fied as enemies and those who disagree with us in 
theology, philosophy, and religious practice. 

From what are we to be saved? We must be saved 
from the false beliefs, prejudices, and habits that we 
have picked up through our time of living. We must be 
saved from the negative consequences of these beliefs 
and habits. We must be saved from sickness, poverty, 
violent emotions and the misery produced by them. 

Many people have discovered a hell right here. 
They don't have to wait to get to one; they are living in 
it right now. Not only is their outer life a mess, but so 
is their inner one. They are miserable in mind, and 
can't think clearly. They do not have peace of mind. 
They live in fear and have many apprehensions. 

Hell is a state of unfulfillment. It is unfulfillment 
in consciousness in not knowing and realizing all the 
truth. There is much about this universe that we do not 
know. If we really knew all the Truth that Jesus was 
seeking to communicate to us and could live by it, it 
would transform our lives so radically that we would 
not recognize ourselves as we are now. It is a hell to 
have and to know that we have a great potential and 
yet be unable to express it. 
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There is another very serious misconception from 
which we must be saved. It is the one that offers the 
false hope of going to heaven after death. There are so 
many people who are just sitting around waiting for this 
event, an event that will never happen. The reason it 
will not happen is because there is no such place. The 
concept of heaven will be explained more fully in a 
later chapter, but suffice it to say now that it is a state 
of consciousness in which we have realized our poten
tial as a son of God as Jesus realized His potential as a 
Divine Son of God. 

We must also be saved from the belief that this 
life has to be one of suffering and limitation. This has 
been another negative aspect of Christian teaching. 
This can be a beautiful experience when we know and 
understand why we are here. It will be challenging, but 
that is what growing is all about. Remember, self-
mastery comes with growth; it never comes with a 
static existence. Even before the time of Jesus some 
of the Greek philosophers taught that the body and this 
life are limited and undesirable and that the greatest 
thing that could happen to us is to escape from this 
existence. Socrates made no effort to avoid drinking 
the hemlock; he was ready to go after seventy years of 
this place. The people of his time believed as many 
believe today after more than 2,000 years, that a good 
person would go to heaven and enjoy with the gods or 
God a happy existence without suffering. 

The newborn Christian of the New Age will be 
free of this false hope and expectation. Christianity is 
experiencing a new birth today and the Church will 
come to realize and teach the great, freeing, and 
dynamic teachings of Jesus Christ. 

The truth is we cannot die and go to heaven; we 
have to live to get there. As 1 have already said, there 
is no place like that to go to. When one dies he goes 
into a level of existence referred to as the psychic 
realm. It is a disembodied state but yet the person still 
has soul personality and identity. It is no more blissful 
there than it is or can be here. There are no fires to 
worry about and no need to worry about it lasting 

18-



forever. However, one can suffer there as well as he 
can suffer here. Suffering is not a totally physical 
experience; it is more mental or psychological than we 
have come to realize. 

Existence in the psychic realm can be an espe
cially trying and challenging experience for one strong
ly in bondage to sense habits and cravings. This is why 
it is important to become as free as we possibly can 
while in this physical body. 

The psychic level can also be pleasant and free 
from suffering in the same way that life in the physical 
can be a pleasant one. We do not have to be sick and 
suffer physically. However, if we want to avoid many 
physical pains we will have to live according to the 
rules by which the body is sustained. It may seem to be 
a relief from this world of experience for one to enter 
the psychic realm through death. Some have caught 
visions just before passing of how great it can be, but 
they will find that the relief they feel on arriving there 
will be only temporary. One day the soul will be 
quickened to the realization of a need for further 
growth. That growth will begin while the soul is still in 
the psychic realm, where there are schools of education 
much the same as those here. 

However, if you can accept it, your greatest 
opportunity is right here in your present body experi
ence. This is true no matter what condition your body 
may be in. We should not give up. We should keep alive 
our great expectations of overcoming and keep making 
the effort through prayer and study to grow in spiritual 
understanding. 

There is another plane of consciousness, another 
level of existence that we must come to realize so that 
we may enter it and really live. It is the ascended 
realm of consciousness and experience. Jesus called it 
the kingdom of heaven. It is the consciousness and 
experience of self-mastery and self-control that comes 
through a full realization of oneness with God within us. 

Once we realize this great mystical truth, we 
come to understand that we must also be saved from 
death. Traditional Christianity has only stressed saving 
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the soul; we must save the body as well. The body is 
the Temple of God. It is important in the mystical 
teaching about salvation. 

We begin the salvation process when we confess 
our sins about the body. This means letting go of our 
negative, pessimistic attitudes, beliefs, and feelings 
about the body. The body is more than flesh and blood. 
It is the pure substance of God in expression and 
manifestation. It may seem to be physically limited but 
that is only due to our limited beliefs about it and the 
many other negative beliefs that are working out in 
karmic limitation because of past negative experiences. 

The body can be quickened to a higher vibration 
of living experience. We must come to respect it and 
treat it right. We must obey the laws by which it is 
sustained right now. These are not necessarily eternal 
laws but mental laws of good physical expression. The 
body has been and is for many yet today the scapegoat 
of many of our negative thoughts and emotions. A 
person may get angry and then take his anger out on his 
body through the ingestion of liquids and foods that it 
does not need and finds it difficult to handle and 
release. 

Salvation is a much deeper mystical teaching than 
we have been taught generally. The teaching has been 
there in the writings of great teachers of the past in all 
civilizations and cultures. It is a challenging teaching, 
but when practiced it brings far greater rewards of 
peace of mind, confidence, joy and happiness than the 
pessimistic teaching wc have had. 

We are truly saved when we develop the Jesus 
Christ consciousness. It was Jesus Who said, "Follow 
me in the regeneration." Let us take up the challenge. 
We have Him and God within us to help us meet it. 
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Chapter 7 

COMMUNION 

When Columbus was preparing for his trip to find 
a new way to the East, some of the things he had to 
contend with in addition to the ships and supplies were 
the misconceptions and superstitions of his crew. It 
was believed by many in those days that the earth was 
flat. The crews thought that if they went too far west 
they would fall off the flat earth. If they had been 
prepared in consciousness with the truth about the 
earth, it would have helped to relieve their fears. 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries some 
radical thoughts were brought forth that were to 
change the world. Copernicus and Galileo came for
ward with the idea that the earth was not the center of 
the universe. It was difficult for the religious leaders 
of the Church to accept this idea. In fact Galileo was 
made to recant his idea. The mistaken beliefs about 
the universe, earth, about man and his potential were 
great stumbling blocks in our educational evolution. 

We still have similar problems today. We want to 
grow. We want to know about ourselves and our 
potential. We want to know more about God. But our 
mistaken beliefs are a stumbling block in our efforts to 
know the truth. Even when we read the Bible we do so 
seeking to prove what we already believe. 
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When someone comes along and tells us that our 
beliefs are not in harmony with truth we often become 
fearful, upset, frustrated, and angry. Instead of lis
tening and considering we become defensive and try to 
preserve the tradition. 

What has this to do with communion? Simply this: 
I am about to make some statements about this service 
which will seem challenging to accept. I know, for I 
went through this myself. I came from a Catholic 
background, as I have said before, and was taught that 
God was present in the bread and wine used to cele
brate the Mass and in the wafer given to those who 
partook of the communion service. I was even told that 
I was not worthy enough to touch this consecrated 
bread with my hands. I accepted this teaching with a 
simple faith. By that I mean I did not understand how 
God could be in the bread, but I felt I didn't have to 
understand, only accept and believe it. 

As the years went by, I began to question what I 
thought was my faith. Now I know it wasn't my faith, it 
was the beliefs that I had accepted that I began to 
question. I wasn't questioning the validity of God even 
though it seemed that way. This time of searching for 
true answers is quite challenging. At times I would feel 
guilty and at other times fearful. These feelings were 
inevitable, for I was in the process of changing my 
consciousness. 

The communion service as a ritual is important in 
the church. I have no intention of trying to convince 
anyone, or even the church, to give up the practice. 
However, I do believe that when we understand the 
meaning of the symbols that Jesus used and the mys
tical idea He was trying to communicate to us, we no 
longer need the symbols or the ritual. I feel that 
worshipping the symbols as God is a mistake. When we 
come to the realization that it is, we should do some
thing to correct it so that we can partake of the true 
communion service about which Jesus told us. 

In the Protestant view, the communion service is 
only a symbolic ritual to remind the people of Jesus, 
the Last Supper, His crucifixion and resurrection, and 
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of what they mean to salvation. Most use unleavened 
bread and grape juice in the service. One that I know 
of uses leavened bread. According to Mark the Last 
Supper was not the Passover meal; it was the day 
before, the last day of leavened bread. 

The Catholic branch of the Christian church at
taches much more meaning to the service. It believes 
the essence of the bread and wine is actually changed 
into the body and blood of Jesus. This idea of transub-
stantiation was bitterly contested and rejected by the 
Protestants. Both believe, however, that only baptized 
believers should partake of the service. 

We have come to accept the communion service 
as so inherently Christian that we may be disturbed to 
discover it didn't originate with Christianity. We may 
be further amazed to find that in all probability it was 
not instituted by Jesus at all, but by Paul. 

You may say that Jesus' statement, "Do this in 
remembrance of me" is in the Bible; I know those words 
are there. But I also know, as do many traditional Bible 
scholars, that there are quite a number of "sayings" of 
Jesus that it is doubtful He said. If you are interested 
in a further study of the search for the historical Jesus 
and what He taught, I would suggest you read the book, 
Jesus, by Charles Guignebert, Professor of the History 
of Christianity at the Sorbonne. Professor Reinhold 
Niebuhr of Union Theological Seminary in New York 
City says of this book, "There is no book which will give 
the interested layman a more comprehensive account of 
what has been written and said about the life of Jesus 
and a fairer estimate of conflicting evidence." 

Guignebert was a former Catholic priest, who 
spent a lifetime in the research of religious belief. 
Toward the end of his life he held the chair of the 
History of Christianity at the Sorbonne. 

In addition you might also want to read Albert 
Schweitzer's book, The Quest of the Historic Jesus. 
Schweitzer did quite an exhaustive study of the Gospels 
and many books written about them. He states, "We 
must be prepared to find that the historical knowledge 
of the personality of Jesus will not be a help but 
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perhaps even an offense to religion." His conclusion 
was that there is very little truly historical information 
in our Gospels about the man Jesus. 

Knowing the truth will not destroy our faith and 
will not depreciate Jesus in any way. Knowing the 
truth may alter our views about Jesus so that we can 
truly appreciate Him more. The problem is to learn to 
separate what Jesus really said from the interpretations 
of His followers who did not always understand some of 
the things He said to them. 

When we open our minds, we are preparing our
selves for real spiritual growth; we will come to under
stand the mystical teachings of Jesus and how great 
they really are. 

Now, for the words, "Do this in remembrance of 
me." These words are used as the authority for the 
communion service. They are found in Paul's descrip
tion of the service as recorded in his first letter to the 
Corinthians, chapter eleven, verse 24. This is the 
earliest recording of the supper and service. There 
were no other Gospels at that time; Mark, Matthew, 
and Luke had not been written. The letter was written 
to the church at Corinth in 55 A.D., some 29 years 
after Jesus left. Paul was not at the last supper. He 
says Jesus appeared to him and told him many things. I 
question whether Jesus did so, for some important 
information was wrong and has been proven wrong. Did 
Jesus tell Paul that He, Jesus, would return again soon? 
Paul believed and taught this, and yet it did not happen 
then and hasn't happened since. 

Now let us go to the Gospels and see what they 
say. The first Gospel written was Mark. Some conser
vative Bible scholars date it as early as 66-67 A.D., in 
order to interpret Jesus' statements about the destruc
tion of the Temple and Jerusalem as prophecy. How
ever, the more accepted time of writing is after 70 
A.D., some 44 years after the time of Jesus. 

Keep in mind that there were well-established 
churches at this time, yet the church had no firm 
doctrine. Paul mentions in his writings many heresies 
that he encountered in his travels. People were coming 
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into Christianity and still continuing to practice their 
former rituals which were considered pagan. 

Mark does not mention in his Gospel that Jesus 
said, "Do this in remembrance of me." He must have 
known of Paul's letter; he knew Paul and worked with 
him until they split up. Mark, according to non-Biblical 
Christian teachers, received his information about J e 
sus from Peter. Mark was not a disciple of Jesus. He 
may not have even known Him too well, if at all. 
However, Peter was at the supper, so Mark's Gospel can 
be considered the testimony of an eyewitness. 

The second Gospel written was Matthew. It too 
was written well after 70 A.D., probably sometime in 
the 80's. Now Matthew was a disciple of Jesus and was 
present at the supper. However, he doesn't mention 
these words. 

The third Gospel to be written was the Gospel of 
Luke, in the late 80's A.D. We find these words, "Do 
this in remembrance of me," in Luke's Gospel. Yet 
Luke was not a disciple and he was not present at the 
Last Supper. Luke was a companion of Paul and he 
received this information from Paul, who was not there 
either. 

Now we come to the Gospel of John. It was 
written in the 90's or maybe even after the turn of the 
first century. By this time the practice of communion 
was well established. This would not be a difficult 
practice to encourage, for many of the people coming 
into Christianity had practiced a similar service in the 
pagan religion. Most Biblical scholars attribute a 
higher level of meaning to John's Gospel. It is some
times referred to as the "spiritual gospel". John was a 
disciple of Jesus; he was at the Last Supper; he was an 
eye and an ear witness. You would think that John 
would want to strengthen this service authoritatively by 
telling more of the details or at least confirming what 
was already written and in circulation in the churches. 
However, John makes no mention whatsoever of the 
bread or wine or the words, "Do this in remembrance of 
me." John mentions the Last Supper, but he tells the 
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story of Jesus washing His disciples' feet, something the 
others fail to mention. 

With this information, we must ask ourselves the 
question, "Why did John deliberately omit any reference 
to the bread and wine? Why didn't he add authoritative 
weight to what was already being practiced in the 
churches?" 

John probably understood Jesus' mystical teaching 
about the bread and wine and the service. He knew 
they were only symbols. He knew also of the use of 
these symbols, not only by Christians but also by those 
whom Christians called "pagans". He probably knew of 
the trouble Paul had in dealing with the people at 
Corinth. Corinth was one of the most immoral cities of 
its day. Paul describes how they had been eating and 
drinking at the communion meal. It wasn't a service as 
churches have today. It would be more like a covered 
dish dinner, only they would eat a lot more and drink 
and get drunk. They probably thought they should have 
a good t ime. 

In his letter Paul scolds them sternly about this 
practice; he says, "Wherefore whosoever shall eat the 
bread or drink the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord." (I Cor. 11:27) In so many words he is saying 
they are as guilty as those who killed Jesus; that was 
strong and probably effective medicine. The force of 
this passage continues down to the present, as I realized 
when I received a letter from a lady about it. She was 
a good person, living a good life, but she thought she 
might be doing something of which she was unaware 
that would make her guilty. If she had known the 
background information, she would certainly see that 
Paul would never suggest that her life was as corrupt as 
those of the Corinthians. 

Both the pagans, who had a similar ritual, and the 
Christians have lost the mystical meaning of the com
munion service. The object of the ritual was to enable 
the worshipper to establish oneness with the god, to 
symbolically die and rise again from the dead and have 
a new life with the god in a new world. This was a 
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well-cultivated theme in many religions of the day. 
The people believed that by drinking the blood and 
eating the bread it would be possible to absorb the 
qualities of the god. 

But what is the mystical meaning that Jesus was 
seeking to convey to us? Communion is union in 
consciousness with God. It is more than an intellectual 
thought or a feeling even though these are included. In 
a moment of union the soul is quickened and we are 
exhilarated both mentally and emotionally. This is 
especially true when an individual first begins the 
practice of communion or silent meditation. 

The communion service that Jesus instituted is 
contained in His words, "When you pray, go within your 
closet and shut the door and pray to your Father Who is 
in secret." Many people reach out in thought and 
feeling to a god they think is out in space. But the true 
God, the Source of Creativity and Intelligence, is within 
you. Of course, God is omnipresent, but your place of 
contact or communion with Him is within your con
sciousness. What happens or can happen in a true 
communion service? The soul can experience a feeling 
of security and peace even though outer circumstances 
may seem to indicate turmoil and instability. 

The soul, which is always "living, moving, and 
having its being" in substance is able to reform this 
substance. This happens every time the individual 
enters a high state of consciousness; when he goes up on 
the mount, symbolically speaking, as Moses went up on 
the mount and received an understanding of the law of 
cause and effect, and as Jesus often went up on a 
mount to symbolize His high state of consciousness. In 
a higher consciousness one must learn to deal with the 
possibility of using and expressing substance selfishly 
for personal gain. 

Creativity is the ability of the soul to form 
substance in accordance with a spiritual idea. We 
sometimes use the word as if it is the bringing of 
something into existence that did not exist before, such 
as God creating souls or God creating the universe in 
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the beginning. Creativity has been described as bring
ing order out of chaos. 1 don't believe 1 would describe 
unformed substance as chaos; that implies it is a mess. 
Forming it does not change its character or its essence 
no matter how many times it is formed and reformed. 
Reforming does not wear it out or deplete it in any 
way. 

The "bread" Jesus used is symbolic of this omni
present substance of God. It is the very essence out of 
which all things are formed, including my body and your 
body. It is our thought and feeling, our beliefs that give 
it form. This is why Jesus said, "If you can believe, all 
things are possible." Any form is possible. 

The "wine" is symbolic of the nature of substance 
to be quickened or activated on various levels. Life is 
omnipresent. It is active in various degrees. In 
metaphysics we have tended to imply there are two 
essences, one substance and one life, but they are one. 
This one substance/life essence is very responsive to 
our thought about it. Thought as used here means 
feeling and belief. 

Although this substance/life essence is unlimited 
in nature, it can take on the appearance of limitation 
because of our thought about it. Beliefs such as age, 
degeneration, wear and tear from use, and germs all 
have their influence upon the formation of substance, 
not upon its pure essence, but only on the form. 

The belief that there is not enough to go around 
will also cause it to manifest to the senses as lack and 
limitation and shortages. All the while it is unlimited; 
we can never use it up. It can't be wasted. It isn't 
scarce even though we may think it is. One manifes
tation of it is no more valuable than another manifes
tation of it, for we are the ones that place values on its 
appearance. We think gold is more valuable than iron 
and yet they are both manifestations of the one sub
stance. Our whole system of values will no doubt 
change when we come into a truly spiritual under
standing of substance as Jesus was teaching. He 
changed the outer forms—water to wine—but He did not 
change substance. 
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He was even able to bring into manifestation this 
substance from its unformed state. He manifested the 
loaves and the fish. They did not come from a non
existent state. They were manifestations of substance, 
a substance that was already in existence, a substance 
that only needed to be formed by a consciousness that 
had the "know-how", and that Jesus had. Our conscious 
mind is so identified with formed substance that we fail 
to realize its unlimited character. 

Jesus said, "Eat my body and drink my blood." 
These were rather startling words for Jews to hear. 
The Mosaic law prohibited the ingestion of blood. 
There were special ways of preparing animals for 
consumption; a part of that preparation was the drain
ing of the blood. 

What Jesus is saying is symbolic: to eat is to 
appropriate in consciousness true ideas about the nature 
of substance/life. It is to think on a high level of truth 
about it. To contemplate, consider, and accept ideas of 
truth is to eat His body. 

For example, when I think about my body as being 
formed of God's pure and perfect substance, 1 am eating 
His body; that is, 1 am thinking the truth about it. 1 am 
doing more than just thinking about the form or the 
shape; I am thinking about the essence of it and that 
essence is perfect. It has nothing to do with cells, 
genes, or heredity for none of these things can affect 
the form unless I believe in consciousness that they do. 
When I think the truth about substance/life 1 am helping 
myself to experience better health. 

Everything we see around us is formed of this 
perfect substance/life of God. You are using it all the 
time whether you know it or not. Taking time to have a 
true communion service will enable your soul to appro
priate this substance/life essence in dynamic ways. 
When you still your intellectual thoughts and your 
emotions, the creative work of expressing substance on 
a high level will begin to take place in you and in your 
life. You will develop a peace and serenity that you 
have not known before. And better still, your outer life 
will be transformed before your eyes. 

-59-



Chapter 8 

THE DAY OF JUDGMENT 

When is the end of this world coming? Will it be 
soon? Will it be before the end of this century? What 
will it be like? These and many other questions have 
been asked about the Day of Judgment. There are 
references to this day in both the Old and New Testa
ments. Many people, in reading the Bible, take out of 
context these passages about the end of the world and 
the final judgment. They try to relate them to things 
that are happening today. But these passages, the 
utterances of prophets, were for the people of the 
prophet's time. They were trying to help the people 
meet some crises that were coming or that had already 
happened. 

Let us take the prophet Zephaniah in the Old 
Testament for an example and give some thought to his 
proclamation about the "Day of the Lord". The time 
was about 621 B.C. Other prophets before Zephaniah 
had warned Judah, the Southern Kingdom, that she was 
on a downhill path to destruction because of the evil 
ways of the people. They had turned from worshipping 
Yahweh. There were some moments of repenting and 
of making an effort toward reform, but the general 
trend was still downhill. 
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The prophet Zephaniah came along to warn the 
people that the time when God would step in and put an 
end to the corruption was near. The northern kingdom 
of Israel had been destroyed a hundred years earlier. 
The Assyrians had so thoroughly scattered the people 
throughout the Assyrian Empire that they have since 
been known as the Lost Tribes of Israel. 

The Assyrian Empire was now in trouble. Pres
sure was off Judah and Jerusalem; complacency and 
corruption were commonplace among politicians, judg
es, prophets and priests. Baal worship was practiced. 
One king, Ahaz, had even erected altars on the roof of 
the palace for the worship of foreign deities of the 
heavens, the sun, moon, and signs of the zodiac. The 
people as well as the king were more interested in the 
astral cult than they were in Yahweh. 

Zephaniah was stirred to prophecy to tell what he 
thought God was about to do. He no doubt saw the 
barbarian Scythian invasion in the north as a sign of 
coming doom. He said, "The great day of Yahweh is 
near, near and hastening fast." (Zeph. 1:14) He said it 
would be a day of destruction, wrath, trouble, and great 
distress. It would be a time of great ruin and devas
tation. The people thought it might be otherwise, for 
they believed they were God's chosen and that He would 
never destroy them. Zephaniah was letting them know 
it was to be quite different. Would it happen to Judah? 
Could it happen to Judah? Zephaniah was saying, "You 
bet it can and it will." And it did, 35 years later in 585 
B.C., when Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king, came 
down upon Judah, defeated her, and carried away the 
elite to Babylon. The Great Day of the Lord had come 
and it wasn't what they thought it would be. They had 
no king David to lead them in victorious battle. Their 
king was defeated even though they thought he was 
divine. 

The New Testament also contains passages that 
tell about a coming end of the world and a great day of 
judgment. The passage most often referred to is 
probably that contained in Revelation, chapter 20. 
Revelation is highly symbolic and when taken literally 
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leads us up a blind alley; it has been used to predict 
many ends that have not happened. It wasn't written 
for the twentieth century; it was written to deal with a 
complex situation in the first century. This doesn't 
mean we cannot find helpful information for today, but 
we cannot determine or predict the end of the world 
from the prophecy in this book. It is apocalyptic 
writing; its very nature is hidden and symbolic. 

Let us put the book back into context with the 
times and see what the writer, whoever he was, was 
endeavoring to say to the people. Christianity was new 
and it was in trouble. The Roman Emperors thought 
they were gods and were trying to enforce Emperor 
worship; many Christians were following along. The 
Romans had already shown their toughness in dealing 
with subversion and rebels. The Jews revolted and their 
Temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. The Christians were 
refusing to do what was demanded of them by the 
Emperor. The writer of Revelation was trying to 
encourage or threaten them into remaining loyal and 
faithful to the beliefs of Christianity, to worship only 
the one God. He told them the end of time was near 
and that there would be a big battle at Armageddon and 
God would be victorious. After almost 2,000 years 
many are still waiting for the big battle to take place. 
Many are busy reading Revelation trying to figure out 
the secret writings so that they can be ready. The 
reign of 1,000 years of peace has not taken place yet. 
The "Day of Judgment" is still in the future for 
traditional, misinformed Christians. 

What is the teaching about the Day of Judgment? 
It is believed to be a time when the world will come to 
an end. All individuals will be brought before God for a 
final accounting to determine whether they will go to 
hell and suffer for eternity or go to heaven and live in 
peace and happiness for eternity. The dead will come 
out of their tombs and they will be judged also. 

When Jesus spoke of this mystical idea He said it 
would happen before the present generation He was 
speaking to had passed away. He too emphasized the 
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nearness of the great day, but He was speaking of it 
from the mystical point of view and not literally. 

The meaning of the Day of Judgment is twofold; 
the first concerns the law of cause and effect, the 
Mosaic tradition of the Old Testament. It is called a 
"day" but it might just as well be called a moment in 
time or the moment of compensation. It is the time 
when we reap what we have sown or when we get what 
is rightfully ours, whether it is what we expected or 
not. In most instances it is not what we expected since 
we are like the people in Zephaniah's time; we think we 
are doing what is right and what is expected of us by 
God, but we are not. We do things that we think are 
religious as outer acts, but God "looks upon the heart". 

Many people are not even aware that there is a 
principle of compensation at work in their lives. Yet 
Jesus said, "You shall give account for every idle word." 
Like Zephaniah, we have our modern day spiritual 
prophets, teachers or truth, who have come along to 
tell us that we must change our consciousness if we 
want to avoid the unpleasant consequences. We hear 
these words and we agree with them, but in many 
instances we continue in our negative ways of thought, 
feeling, belief, and action. False beliefs about God are 
destructive, yet many refuse to give them up. For 
example, to believe that God is a tyrant that condemns, 
punishes and hates is to believe something about God 
that is false. 

So many of our religious beliefs as well as our 
social, cultural, political and economic beliefs are 
false, yet because we seem to be doing all right, we 
think we should stand firm and hold to them. How do 
you get a person to realize the untruth of a belief that 
he has worshipped for many years, and in which he has 
felt a false sense of security? When his "day" comes, a 
crisis when he needs the help of God, the reassurance of 
God's healing power, and he does not receive it, he 
thinks God is against him and God is not. 

In some Oriental religions, this moment of com
pensation is called karma. It is the payment of a debt, 
so to speak. When a person does something that is not 
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right in principle, a certain compensation or conse
quence is necessary. This action-reaction, sowing-
reaping, takes place whether the person knows about 
the law or not. For example, if I place my hand on a 
hot stove, I get burned. Getting burned is a conse
quence of an action that I performed. I may have 
thought that putting my hand on the stove would give 
me some benefit, but my thinking that did not make it 
so. Yet, this is the type of thinking that many people 
entertain. They think that if they just believe some
thing that they have been told is true, it will be so. 
When the results they were promised do not happen, or 
worse, when they get negative results instead, they are 
disillusioned. 

Through our thoughts, feelings, beliefs, and ac
tions we set up in our soul a state or many states of 
consciousness that will bring about various results. A 
prophet such as Zephaniah is one who can perceive or 
feel and apprehend these states of consciousness and 
tell what results will transpire. This record in soul-
consciousness is called the Akashic record of the soul. 
It is referred to as the "Book of Life" in Revelation. It 
is the record of the Divine Bookkeeper, the Law of 
Compensation. This Book of Life or the Akashic 
records will reveal to us who we were in past lives if we 
desire to know this and if we can take the information 
without becoming unduly self-critical of ourselves be
cause we may discover that we have had an unsavory 
past. The Book of Life records that are kept by the 
Divine Bookkeeper, the Law of Compensation, are not 
kept because God is vengeful and likes and enjoys 
punishing us. When we really understand this Law of 
Compensation we will rejoice and be glad that it is 
accurate and that it does keep perfect and accurate 
records. It will bless us with the good as well as the 
unpleasant compensations. 

A negative application of principle brings about 
an unpleasant and undesirable reaction in the life of an 
individual. This negative reaction of the Law of Cause 
and Effect is referred to in the Bible as the "wrath of 
God". We should keep in mind that this is only a human 
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description of a phenomenon that wasn't too well under
stood in ancient times. The reaction of the Law of 
Compensation on a group basis may come about in 
violent weather or shifts in the earth's crust. We should 
keep in mind that God is not responsible, we are. If we 
do not like the negative results we can change them. 
We cannot hold negative beliefs and get good results. 
Jesus told us this when He said, "A corrupt tree cannot 
bring forth good fruit." 

This cause-effect, action-reaction is going on 
continuously in our lives; it will never end. Rituals are 
man's attempts to placate and change this Law, but it 
cannot be done. The only way results can be changed is 
to change our application of the Law and we do that 
through our thinking and feeling. We are to come to 
the place in our spiritual growth where we apply this 
Law of Compensation in only constructive ways. It is 
like a musician who has mastered the keyboard and can 
consciously strike the right keys. He knows what he is 
doing; he obeys the principles and harmony results. 
When we learn the rules, the principles, and apply them 
consciously, then we too will have a harmonious and 
beautiful experience. 

The second and even more mystical meaning of 
the Day of Judgment pertains to an individual experi
ence; it has nothing to do with any outer event or 
events. Its time cannot be predicted, for it depends 
upon the individual, his determination to pursue truth, 
and his willingness to let it transform him and his life. 
It happens before the New Birth experience. It is 
vividly described by Jesus in the Gospel of Mark, the 
13th chapter. 

It is a day or a period when a big battle takes 
place within the individual, in his consciousness. Arma
geddon's location is unknown, but it is believed to be 
Mt. Zion in Jerusalem. It was believed that the 
Messiah would make his appearance here and he will, 
metaphysically speaking. A mount is a place in con
sciousness, an elevated state where one is prepared to 
release old beliefs and accept new ideas of truth, to 
release what is false in consciousness and to accept 
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what is true. The battle of Armageddon is the conflict 
between truth and error in consciousness. 

Many people have not reached the point in their 
soul development where they are even ready for this 
great battle of Armageddon. If a person rejects truth 
outright he doesn't get to this point. Old beliefs don't 
die easily, especially the ones that are considered true 
in religion. The only way to get to this Mt. Zion or 
Armageddon is to persistently pursue the truth through 
thick and thin, even if it hurts you psychologically and 
physically to do so. Keep on studying and praying in 
spite of confusion and lack of understanding; by all 
means continue whether you seem to be getting "outer" 
results. So many give up too easily. So many give up 
when the pressure is put on them by well-meaning 
friends who want to "save" them from what they 
believe to be heresies. 

This is a battle that is going to be fought. The 
prophets forecast it; Jesus said it would happen. Jesus 
even gives a vivid description (symbolically) of some of 
the psychological things that would happen in a person 
when this battle begins. He describes the confusion, 
frustration and the struggle to understand. One may 
think he is losing his mind; and his friends may assure 
him he is, if he keeps up this foolishness. There may 
even be physical reactions due to this stirring up on 
consciousness which Emilie Cady calls chemicalization 
in her book, Lessons in Truth. 

Although this is a challenging time, it is a time 
for really rejoicing. It may seem that others are 
enjoying their peace by remaining in the consciousness 
where they are. Some cling desperately to the old 
traditions at this time thinking they will avoid the 
conflict, but they won't avoid it; they can't—they can 
only delay it or prolong it. The battle of Armageddon 
doesn't have to be a 50 years' war, but many drag it out 
even longer than that. As in many battles there are 
intermittent lulls that delude us into thinking the battle 
is over. However, it isn't over until the New Birth 
experience takes place, until the Messiah appears on 
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Mt. Zion, the place in consciousness where we realize 
our oneness with God; we realize that He is within us. 

The turmoil doesn't have to last long if the 
resolve to let go, to sacrifice our old false beliefs, is 
strong. If we have that resolve, the victory will be 
immediate and we can get on with the true develop
ment of spiritual consciousness. When the battle is 
raging is no time to discuss your beliefs with conser
vatives who do not understand. It is not a time to try 
to get others to follow you in your new efforts to 
discover the truth. They don't understand and they will 
help defeat you and bring you back into captivity where 
they are, the fold of traditionalism. 

Don't be reluctant to undertake the battle. Re
member, the battle is not yours, it is God's, and He will 
help you win it. It will seem that you are waging the 
battle in darkness and this is probably right, but the 
light of His presence will see you through. Truth is 
always stronger than error, but truth must have our 
consent in order to help us. 

The Day of Judgment is not something to fear or 
to dread. The old world will pass away with all its 
habits, associations, and many other things that we 
thought were making us happy but were not. Even the 
search for truth will be a new experience for us. After 
the old has passed away, we are told that there will be 
a reign of 1,000 years of peace before Satan is stirred 
up again for the final battle. 

The 1,000 years of peace is the time we are 
developing truth in consciousness in a peaceful way. 
There will be challenges but they will not be like they 
were before we were committed to truth, to following 
the inner light. The 1,000 years is not a literal period 
of time; it only means a sufficient amount of time to 
develop a complete consciousness of oneness with God 
that will enable us to make the Great Demonstration 
that Jesus called "everlasting life" and that Paul re
ferred to when he said, "The last enemy that shall be 
overcome is death." 
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Chapter 9 

THE GRACE OF GOD 

A traditional definitive statement about the 
Grace of God is this: "God's unmerited free sponta
neous love for sinful man revealed and made effective 
in Jesus Christ." 

What does this mean? First it means that man is 
a depraved sinner incapable of being helped directly by 
God, for he is out of favor with God. He is therefore 
undeserving of help or good in his sinful state. We 
cannot earn God's love through good works; it is given 
freely to us if we will accept it. God's love is revealed 
in the experiences of Jesus Christ. Traditionally this 
means that Jesus' death and resurrection is an atone
ment or ransom or payment for our sins which are so 
horrible that we are incapable of paying the price 
ourselves. Jesus paid the price for us to be reconciled 
with God. 

The whole concept of grace, which from this 
viewpoint is meaningless, presents some serious prob
lems. If grace is God's saving love, why doesn't He save 
us now from our immediate problems of sickness, 
poverty, wars, natural disasters, and other tragedies? 

For example, when an airplane crashes and every
one is killed except one or two it is said, "They were 
saved by the grace of God." Why didn't God's grace 
save them all? In fact, why doesn't God's grace prevent 
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any tragedies from taking place? If there is a God and 
He is all-powerful then why does He permit what is 
called "evil"? Evil here refers to unnecessary and 
undesirable misfortunes such as babies dying of cancer 
or leukemia, for example. When we don't understand 
why these things happen, the soul cries out seeking to 
make sense out of the notion that God is love and God 
is all-powerful. When these things happen it seems that 
He is anything but loving and powerful. 

To truly understand the concept of grace we must 
understand something of the nature of God as Life. 
God is good and only good. At our present level of 
understanding we cannot even begin to comprehend the 
full meaning of how great and good and loving God 
really is. He is eternally the same; He never changes. 
We may think that He has human characteristics but He 
doesn't. He never plays favorites even though it may 
appear to us that He does. Everyone is already equal 
with God. Unequal appearances can be explained; there 
are reasons and causes as to why everything happens. If 
we really knew and understood, we would be able to see 
very clearly that God has nothing to do with any 
tragedy. 

The principles of life are eternally fixed; they are 
good and only good. God cannot change them, for He is 
the Principle of Life and Principle cannot change itself. 
God is the Principle of Absolute Good. If He changed 
from good, He would have to be bad or mediocre. 

When we say in Unity that God is the Principle of 
Absolute Good we mean the intent of Principle is 
always to express and manifest health, peace, supply, 
and any other good that can be desired. God is 
therefore free to be any good, but He is not free to 
change. In order to change, He would have to deviate 
from Absolute Good; we could then no longer depend on 
Him. 

Man is the image and likeness of God. This means 
that in his true essence he is the same as God. A cubic 
inch of air is the same as all air. A drop of water from 
the ocean is the same in essence as the full body of 
water. 
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When man lives in harmony with truth, principle, 
then he experiences only good. When he thinks what is 
true, not just what he has been taught is true, then only 
truth, only good, will express in his consciousness and 
manifest in his life and affairs. We have been taught 
many things to be true and yet they are false in 
principle. Much of this teaching has come from well-
meaning teachers of religion. It has been a very slow 
and painful process to get man to change his beliefs. 
Long before the time of Moses, an Egyptian pharaoh 
named Akhnaton came forth with the idea of one God. 
The Egyptians, who believed in and worshipped many 
gods, killed the pharaoh for trying to teach them the 
truth. Moses had a rough time trying to get the Hebrew 
people to believe in only one God. They believed there 
were other gods even though they professed to believe 
only in Jehovah-God. There were times when they were 
faithful to Jehovah, but there were many times when 
they worshipped other gods that did not exist. 

Tradition is good if based on truth, but it is 
worthless when it is based on false premises or beliefs. 
To discover truth, the truth that Jesus said would set us 
free, we must be willing to give up misconceptions as 
they are discovered. This is especially true in relation 
to the Principle of Cause and Effect. If we are willing 
to put aside the belief that God or satan causes evil or 
sickness, poverty, wars, and other disasters we will be 
able to discover the true causes. Then we will be able 
to do something to correct them. 

According to the Principle of Cause and Effect, 
for every action or expression of thought and feeling or 
belief, there is a compensating reaction. If all thought 
action is true, based on principle, then the results will 
always be good and desirable and enjoyable. 

At some point in our existence we have erred in 
expressing the truth. We have always existed, in many 
different body incarnations; we did not begin with birth 
and we do not end with death. Where we are, the 
condition we are in, the parents we have, the culture 
into which we are born, the race, the sex and every
thing about us is determined by our consciousness and 
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not by fate, chance, luck, or the whim of a changing 
god. Trying to determine why we are where we are, 
experiencing what we are, is very complex; we can 
become very frustrated trying to find out. It would 
probably be best to forget the past for the time being. 
When we discover the truth, learn it, accept it, develop 
it in consciousness and become strong in it then if we 
still want to know about the past we can accept it a lot 
easier. By the time we get well established in truth, 
however, we will find that the present and the possibil
ities of the future are so great that past glories will 
pale into insignificance and past miseries will not be 
worth contemplating. 

As humans we tend to think that being born 
physically perfect in the most luxurious surroundings is 
the highest and best of all possible conditions. Al
though this may be pleasant, it may also be the worst 
possible situation into which to be born. There may be 
nothing to challenge us to develop our potential, to seek 
the truth. 

Now, the nature and intent of the law or principle 
of Cause and Effect is that it should always express in 
positive and beneficial ways; it never would express to 
the detriment of man. This idea is brought out in the 
Garden of Eden story. Adam and Eve were told that 
they could eat of all the fruit of the Garden except the 
fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. They 
were told that if they did eat from this tree there 
would be dire consequences. It wasn't because God was 
jealous of them or that he wanted to keep some good 
from them. It was because God didn't want man to 
experience any form of limitation. 

You may recall that as a child when your parents 
told you not to do something, you probably thought they 
didn't want you to have a good time; you never consi
dered that it might be for your good. When you went 
ahead and did it, you encountered difficulties and 
realized they were right. 

Evidently man was living and expressing in a state 
of mastery before he decided to partake of the fruit of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. In this state he 
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did not experience death or sickness or any other form 
of limitation. Therefore, there was no need of birth 
and the long struggle to grow and learn. There was no 
hard labor in producing food. The truth is, we had it 
made and didn't know it. However, the suggestion was 
made by experience, the serpent, that if we would 
further stimulate ourselves sensuously we would have 
greater wisdom, happiness, enjoyment and greater mas
tery for we would become like God. The deception here 
is that we were already like God. 

In the story we are told that Eve and Adam broke 
the rule of a balanced expression of their senses and 
they brought upon themselves limitation. How do we do 
this today? We do it when we do not listen to good 
inner judgment, but rather listen and respond to the 
suggestions of the senses. We break the rule in regard 
to eating, drinking, and the taking of drugs for illumi
nation, happiness, or a sense of well-being. Some 
people rationalize the acceptance of detrimental prac
tices by assuming that if society puts the stamp of 
approval on something, it is not going to hurt them. 
There are many things that are permitted socially and 
by law and yet are very detrimental. There are even 
some things that are supposed to be mentally or physi
cally beneficial and yet in principle are detrimental. 
As we grow in spiritual understanding and begin to 
listen to the spirit of truth as it seeks to express 
through us, we will come to realize what is right, good, 
and true. 

When Adam and Eve partook of the forbidden 
fruit, they had an eye-opening surprise. They were 
knocked out of their bodies—not immediately, but even
tually. They lost contact with the Source of light or 
intelligence, God. They were very much in tune with 
the sensory world of appearances. When we have inner 
"know how" anything is easy to do. When we don't have 
it, it is tough going. When we do things without "know 
how" we even make mistakes in addition to the diffi
culties we have and this leads to greater problems. 

Let me repeat that the nature of Principle, the 
intent of Principle, is that it should express only in good 
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and beneficial ways. Every time we apply it in such a 
way that we get into difficulty, principle provides a 
way out. In the case of being knocked out of the body, 
Principle provided the means of reentry into another 
body and the opportunity to grow out of the limitations 
brought about through disobedience. 

We cannot partake of the "tree of life" and live in 
limitation forever. This is against the nature of the 
Principle of Absolute Good, God. God loves us so much 
that He sustains us and is helping us even when we think 
He isn't. One reason we may not think He is helping us 
is that we are in the darkness and we do not know any 
better. 

The Grace of God is therefore the love of God 
that is supporting us in our limited development of 
consciousness. The more developed the consciousness, 
the more His love can and will help us. He doesn't give 
more of His grace, His love, to one person than He does 
to another. 

Grace depends on receptivity rather than on the 
age or physical helplessness of an individual. That is a 
sympathetic concept based on human attitudes. Grace 
doesn't depend on religious affiliation nor does it de
pend on who we are in the eyes of the world. It depends 
on what we are in consciousness. 

Many try to earn benefits or help from God by 
doing "good works". Paul told us this would not work. 
It is our consciousness that determines the degree of 
God's saving grace. If we insist on holding to beliefs 
and concepts that are limiting, we are limiting the 
acceptance of His love, His grace. You have no doubt 
had the experience of trying to help someone who 
rejected your help and you may have said, "I wanted to 
help him, but he wouldn't let me." Or you may have 
said, "He insisted on going his own way and I couldn't 
stop him." God doesn't force himself on us; He doesn't 
force us to accept His loving help even though it is 
there at all times and is freely given. 

When we pray and ask for His help and it seems 
that we do not receive it, it isn't God's fault. We must 
learn to receive, to be open and receptive so that He 
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can help us. Someone has said truly that "God can only 
do for us what He can do through us." 

It is through study and prayer that we open up in 
consciousness and are able to live more fully by the 
Grace of God. Through study we learn to train the 
intellect in positive and constructive thinking. It is the 
intellect that influences the subconscious with beliefs 
and attitudes. If we let it continue in its negative 
thinking and negative acceptance of false beliefs then 
we are limiting ourselves and limiting the expression of 
God's love as Grace through us in our time of need. 

The more flexible the attitude the more His grace 
can express through us. If we are dogmatic and 
unyielding, we are not receptive; the help will not be 
there when we need it even though in truth it is always 
there. We do not have to be perfect in understanding in 
order to be helped, we just have to be open and 
receptive. Then when we make mistakes in applying 
principle, God's love will help us get back on the track. 
His love will support us and sustain us when we find 
ourselves having problems and difficulties that we have 
brought upon ourselves through ignorance or in our 
moments of weakness. 

Remember, the nature of God's love, His grace, is 
always to save and to help. In our time of need His love 
is comforting, reassuring, strengthening, and sustaining. 
As the Bible tells us, "I will love them with an ever
lasting love." 
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Chapter 10 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

The Kingdom of God is a major theme in the 
teachings of Jesus. What He meant by the Kingdom of 
God has been discussed by theologians and laymen for 
many years without any definite conclusions. There are 
a number of views about it; the holder of each par
ticular view thinks his is the final interpretation. When 
we try to determine what someone else has in his mind 
and what he means when he presents certain ideas, we 
must admit there is only one way to get a more 
realistic view and that is from the Spirit of Truth that 
inspired that person in the first place. That same Spirit 
of Truth is here today, the Spirit of Truth that spoke 
through Jesus Christ, to reveal to us the truth about 
God's Kingdom—where it is, what it is like, and how to 
enter the Kingdom. 

When a mystical idea is given a literal interpre
tation, the meaning is lost. The literal interpretation is 
confused and fraught with contradictions. This has 
been the ease with the Kingdom of God idea. If we are 
to understand what Jesus was really trying to convey 
we must be willing to put aside our present views and 
consider other possibilities. 

One of the big questions that has been asked is, 
"Is it a present and immediate experience with Jesus?" 
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If it is, then some explanations are necessary to clarify 
why other aspects of the Kingdom have not been made 
manifest—the peace, the ruling supremacy of God and 
other things identified with the Kingdom. 

There are other questions that we might ask, such 
as, "Did He mean that it was to come in the future? 
Or, was it to be both in the present and in the future 
also?" Traditional theology has no satisfactory answer 
to any of these questions. Depending upon which group 
you ask, it is possible to get an affirmative answer 
about all three questions. 

To further complicate the issue there are four 
more questions that need answers: Will the kingdom be 
a golden age realized on earth? Or will it be the 
establishment of an eternal kingdom in heaven? Will it 
be established through an act of God alone? Or will the 
coming be in conjunction with an individual known as 
the Messiah? 

Some feel they have solved the problem by asser
ting that the Kingdom will come on earth in the future, 
or near future, and with a Messiah—in this case a 
returned Messiah. There have been religious zealots in 
the past who have predicted the coming of the King
dom, but it has not come; their dates have passed. 
Some are predicting that it will soon happen, perhaps by 
the year 2,000 A.D. But this is only a hope, a wish, or a 
misguided assumption. Planet earth will probably still 
be turning in its appointed orbit with a healthy future 
ahead of it when the year 3,000 A.D. arrives. 

In spite of the fact that Jesus said quite a bit 
about the Kingdom of God, there doesn't seem to be any 
sensible explanation or definition as to what the King
dom of God is, where it is, if it is available to all or just 
to a select few. 

The basic idea was taken from Judaism. This may 
be questioned, but every idea has been questioned by 
someone. The idea of God as universal and absolute 
ruler was developed from the time of the eighth cen
tury prophets. Before then the people believed their 
God to be a local deity whose jurisdiction was limited 
to the territory of Israel. To leave Israel was to leave 
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the jurisdiction and influence of God; He could not be 
worshipped in a foreign land. Moses wanted to get the 
people out of Egypt so they could worship their God. 
And Moses himself was out of Egypt when he received 
the Commandments and the guidance to be the leader 
of the Hebrews. 

They also had another false notion. They felt that 
God needed them as much as they needed Him. He 
couldn't let others control and defeat them. If He did 
not have them to rule over, what would He have to do? 
He had chosen them and He couldn't let their enemies 
dominate them. The prophets let them know differ
ently. The later prophets stated that God rules univer
sally, or at least He is supposed to. This idea presented 
a problem, for it didn't seem that God was in charge at 
all. Therefore the idea developed that sometime in the 
future God would establish His rule. 

The Apocalyptic literature attempts to solve this 
discrepancy on the inadequacy of the rule of God by 
stating that Satan was in control now with God's 
permission. This is a mystical truth but not a literal 
one. Satan, a symbol of the negative beliefs and 
attitudes in consciousness does seem to have control of 
our lives at the present and these negative beliefs do 
have God's permission for He gave us freedom to 
believe whatever we choose to believe. 

It was also believed by the Apocalyptic writers 
that the sufferings and troubles of the time were signs 
of the approaching end. The end would come and a 
great new golden age would be ushered in. God would 
set up His kingdom and save His followers. Literally 
this has not happened for the Jews or the Christians, 
although the traditionalists are still looking toward the 
future. Mystically it has already happened and is still 
happening. 

Let us consider some basics that Jesus taught 
about the Kingdom of God. Where is it? In Luke 17:21 
it is recorded that Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is 
within you." Some explain this as being in the "midst" 
of you. That seems more like a rationalization to avoid 
facing the truth of the inner Kingdom. Some like to 
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think of the Kingdom as being up in the sky, but it isn't. 
The Kingdom of God is right within your consciousness 
and mine. 

Jesus also said that the Kingdom is at hand. This 
implies that is available right now. You do not have to 
go anywhere to find it. You do not have to wait for any 
outer conditions to take place. You do not have to die 
to find it or enter it. Jesus stated that others had 
already entered it and that many more would find and 
enter it before the generation He was speaking to had 
passed away. 

There is another statement that should help us 
realize that the Kingdom is not something outside 
ourselves. He said that "It comes not with obser
vation." He told us not to be deceived when others 
come around saying, "Here it is" or "Here it comes". 
We have seen this repeatedly in the past and there are 
probably many who would say it is imminent now. 
Mystically this is also true, but not literally. 

What is the Kingdom like? Jesus gave a number 
of parables to describe the awesomeness of the King
dom of God. One of the favorites of many is the 
Parable of the Mustard Seed. When the seed is sown it 
is the smallest of seeds, yet when grown, it becomes 
greater than all herbs. It puts forth great branches so 
that the birds of heaven can lodge under these branches 
or, if you prefer Matthew's account, in the branches. 
The ideas we get from the Kingdom of God do seem 
insignificant. When they are compared with human, 
intellectual possibilities, the so-called rational seems 
greater than the spiritual illumination. But the spiri
tual is always greater, for with it "all things are 
possible". 

The birds of heaven have a twofold meaning-
human concepts and spiritual concepts. Both can find 
lodging in our consciousness, but it is the spiritual that 
gives one power and mastery over the inner and outer 
as Jesus had total self-mastery of His life and affairs. 

How does one respond when he discovers the 
Kingdom? In another parable Jesus gives us the answer. 
It is called the Parable of the Hidden Treasure. A man 
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finds a treasure hidden in a field. He realizes that he 
has something of tremendous value, but the field does 
not belong to him. He decides to hide the treasure so 
that he can go and sell all that he has in order to raise 
the money to purchase the field. 

There are some things we should keep in mind 
about this parable. Finding the Kingdom doesn't mean 
one automatically enters it or has access to it. There 
are many people who have found it but are not in it and 
are reaping very little benefit from this knowledge. 
However, it is a very powerful motivating force when 
we discover this Kingdom, even if it is only an intellec
tual discovery. 

The man was excited about his great find. Do you 
think he had trouble selling all he had? Probably, for he 
was no doubt attached to many of his possessions. 
Some of them may have had more personal value than 
material value and this may have made it difficult for 
him to sell them. This man, however, did not let 
personal attachment cloud the issue—what he found was 
of superior value. This is not the only time Jesus said 
we must be willing to give up all in order to enter the 
Kingdom. 

Another similar parable is the Parable of the 
Pearl of Great Price. In this parable a merchant was 
seeking a pearl. He probably had a customer for whom 
he wanted to find an especially fine pearl. In his search 
he finds one that captivates him, one that is far beyond 
his greatest expectation. He has never before seen a 
pearl like this. He, too, goes and sells all he has in 
order to buy the pearl. That was a considerable 
investment—all he had. He wasn't concerned about 
future sales, for he knew this pearl would make him 
richer than he had ever been before in his life. He 
didn't hold back for a rainy day or for a "just in case" 
event. He wasn't concerned about the fluctuation of 
the market. 

On the human level we are told not to go over
board. Take it easy and diversify. Don't put all your 
eggs in one basket. This may be good advice on the 
human level, but it is terrible advice on the spiritual 
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level. It is because we have held back in trusting God 
completely or stepping out in full assurance of faith and 
belief that we get only mediocre results in our lives. In 
these parables Jesus is saying to us that when you find 
the Kingdom, don't hold back. Do all within your power 
and means to enter into it. Just knowing about it will 
not satisfy you or give you the results you desire. 

I can't begin to tell you of the value of this inner 
Kingdom. If you were a multi-billionaire you would still 
feel poor compared to the value of this Kingdom. The 
same would be true even if you were a king with 
unlimited material wealth. 

Many are searching all over the earth for power, 
for wealth, and for health. All the time it is right 
under their noses, so to speak. It is here, right now, and 
it is accessible to you. For many the coming of the 
Kingdom is imminent. They are on the verge of 
entering it; they are about to experience the New Birth. 
Yet there are many who would not recognize it even if 
they saw it. They are like the individual searching for 
gold who would not recognize the ore even if he saw it. 
He would probably take out mica thinking it to be gold. 

When will it come? The hour cannot be foretold, 
for it is an individual experience. Jesus said a prepa
ration was necessary. He said, "Watch and pray." The 
time you take each day to read, study, and meditate is 
a necessary preparation. The time you spend making an 
effort to release the past, even the so-called desirable 
things of the past, is all part of the preparation. The 
important thing is to be persistent and consistent; stick 
with it! Some people fluctuate. When things are going 
well, these people love God and are willing to believe; 
when things are not going so well they give up the 
search, or they give up the attempt to "sell all they 
have". Selling all you have is not referring to a 
willingness just to give up material possessions. This 
has been practiced in the past. Individuals have re
nounced the world of appearances, taken vows of pov
erty, and lived a meager existence; still, they have not 
found the kingdom, much less raised the capital nec
essary to obtain it. This is a figure of speech and 
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should not be taken as an indication that it 
can be bought. It is easy to give up the "things". It is 
the giving up of negative beliefs, attitudes, and habits 
that are the most important as far as the Kingdom is 
concerned. 

Jesus told another parable about this preparation. 
It is called the Parable of the Net. It is like a net that 
a fisherman casts into the sea. When he draws it in he 
finds he has gathered all kinds of fish and other things. 
He then selects the good, putting it into vessels, but 
casts away the undesirables. This sorting of beliefs, 
habits, and attitudes is a challenging process but a very 
necessary one. We must ask ourselves where we have 
put our values—on tradition or truth. What is more 
important to us—Principle or things? What is more 
important, making money or developing character; 
achieving personal goals or self-improvement? Some 
people concentrate so intensely on achieving their per
sonal goals that they violate most, if not all, of the 
principles of the Kingdom trying to do so. Jesus 
advised about this when He said, "What does it profit a 
man if he gains the whole world and loses his own soul?" 
The answer of course is nothing. 

Some people waste their time looking for signs as 
to when the kingdom will come. Yet Jesus said none 
would be given, at least no outer, cataclysmic signs 
such as earthquakes, wars, and devastation. Only the 
inner sign, the "sign of Jonah". This isn't something 
mysterious. The "sign of Jonah" was a recognition of a 
need to repent. Both Jonah and the Assyrians needed 
this, Jonah because he thought the Assyrians didn't 
deserve to be saved, and the Assyrians because they 
were so cruel. Guess who got the point first? It was 
the Assyrians, who repented; Nineveh was saved, at 
least for the time being. 

Jesus knew it would be difficult for one who 
believed himself to be absolutely right to enter the 
Kingdom. That's why He said the sinners, the harlots, 
and the tax collectors would enter before the "sons of 
light". Who are the "sons of light" today? They are 
those who think they have the final absolute truth, who 
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believe their salvation is taken care of so that they do 
not have to give any further consideration to seeking 
the truth; they know it already. They just have to sit 
back and wait for the gates of the Kingdom to open 
which they think will happen at death. How surprised 
they are going to be! 

Jesus spent more time teaching the sinners; they 
were open and receptive. The religious leaders of His 
day were closed-minded and He knew it was useless to 
try to teach them anything new. Traditionalists in any 
religious faith will find it difficult not only to find the 
kingdom, but to enter it or even understand anything 
about it. And they will probably spend many incar
nations seeking it. 

In the Beatitudes Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." This 
probably should read the Kingdom of God, for Matthew 
had the tendency of changing all Kingdom of God 
expressions to Kingdom of Heaven. Being a conser
vative he would not speak or write the name of God. 
However, the "poor in spirit" are those who realize 
there is a great need in their soul to know the truth 
about life, about God, about themselves and others. 
This statement has nothing to do with material poverty; 
it refers to a condition of the soul. Those who think 
they have it made are the "rich in spirit". At least they 
think they are rich, but are actually the poorest of the 
poor. 

The Kingdom of God is the absolute, eternal, and 
unchanging Presence of God within you and within me. 
It is the Mind of God in us, that part of us that is the 
same in essence as God. It is the Source of all wisdom 
and intelligence. It is the Life that we are seeking that 
can heal any condition. It is the Substance of all that 
we will ever need to take care of any outer require
ments. It is that Presence and Power which, when we 
let It express through us, when we let It have full power 
and control over our every thought and feeling, will 
give us Self-mastery both inwardly and outwardly. 

When Jesus was asked about how we should pray 
He gave us the prayer known as "The Lord's Prayer". In 
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this prayer we are told to pray, "Thy Kingdom come". 
Do we realize what we are asking for? We are asking 
for the full baptism of the Holy Spirit. We are asking 
for the New Birth. We are asking for a transformation 
in consciousness and experience. We are asking for a 
great deal, for the Kingdom is of inestimable value. 

"You must become as a little child," Jesus said, in 
order to enter the Kingdom. This means that it takes 
only a simple trust, a sincere, unbiased desire to know 
for the sake of knowing and not for the benefits. It also 
means a willingness to try, to make the effort nec
essary. When we do, the joy of the Kingdom is ours. 
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Chapter 11 

SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

The speaking in tongues is a phenomenon that 
developed in the early church after Jesus left. Jesus 
never spoke in this manner nor did His followers while 
He was here. It was associated with what they believed 
to be the Holy Spirit Baptism and was looked upon as a 
sign that the individual had become possessed by the 
Holy Spirit. It was believed that the Holy Spirit was an 
entity that came into a person and possessed him. This 
made the person feel good because he saw it as a sign 
that he was accepted by God. We should keep in mind 
that the speaking in tongues is not the most important 
part of the phenomenon; rather, the Holy Spirit Baptism 
is most important. 

A word used to described this phenomenon is 
"glossolalia". It comes from the Greek "glosso" mean
ing tongue, and "lalia" meaning talking. So it is "tongue 
talking" or speaking tongues. 

It is still popular in Christianity today. It was at 
one time associated more with ultra-conservative 
Christian groups such as the Pentecostal Church, the 
Assembly of God, and others of this category, but in 
recent times all denominations have become interested 
in it, even the Catholics. It has been given a little 
more respectability by changing the name and calling it 
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glossolalia, or a spiritual gift. Some think of it as a 
special gift from God to the individual, a charismata, 
and today this word is used to describe the Charismatic 
Movement. But it is essentially the same thing, speak
ing in tongues. 

As far as Christianity is concerned, this phenom
enon began on the Day of Pentecost when a group of 
Jesus' followers were gathered together praying and 
thinking about the things He had said. The record in 
the book of Acts states there was a rustling as of a 
wind, tongues as of fire in the room, and that those 
present began speaking in tongues. This has been a 
rather controversial incident. Some say the people 
were speaking in foreign languages; others say their 
utterances were unknown. 

The practice became a problem in the Church and 
Paul in his letter to the Corinthians is trying to handle 
it. Evidently those who were able to speak in tongues 
disrupted the services and thought they were better 
than the others. Paul tells them there are various 
spiritual gifts and that speaking in tongues is only one 
of many. But, he says, it is not the most important. In 
fact, Paul says the speaking in tongues is rather childish 
and infantile. In I Corinthians, 13th chapter, Paul says, 
"When I was a child 1 thought like a child; when I 
became a man 1 put away childish things." He probably 
wished they would put away this childish expression and 
cease causing trouble. But he knew that this situation 
was just like taking toys away from children: they will 
only fuss and make more trouble. So, he implied, they 
could continue to practice their speaking in tongues, 
but they must do it in a restrained manner. There 
should be only two or three doing it at a time, and they 
should have someone to supervise it and interpret what 
is being said. 

Paul says it is more important to be able to 
understand one word than to have many nonsense words. 
He puts emphasis on the development of love. He says, 
"If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels and 
have not love, 1 am become as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal." Those who could speak in tongues 
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thought they were spiritual "hot shots" and were any
thing but loving. Read I Corinthians, chapters 12, 13, 
and 14 for Paul's views on tongue speaking. 

Speaking in tongues is a vocal attempt to express 
one's deepest or highly repressed feelings. These ex
pressions are often incoherent. The person is quite 
emotional and temporarily loses self-control. It is 
believed by him and those who favor this phenomenon 
that the individual is actually possessed by God, the 
Holy Spirit. 

Although it seems that it can be brought on 
voluntarily, there nevertheless seem to be certain psy
chological factors in common among individuals to 
whom it happens. Some if not all of these factors are 
usually present. For one, the person feels a great need 
in his life. He may feel totally alienated from God and 
rejected by Him because of past experiences. There 
may be no meaning or purpose in his life. It may also 
be that he is seriously ill and desires healing. He may 
have high expectations of receiving spiritual assurance; 
he may desire to be free. This factor was strong in the 
early church, for they were expecting Jesus to return 
again soon. The experience has also been found to be 
related to sexual frustration. The people in the church 
at Corinth no doubt had serious sex problems; Paul 
preaches to these people some of his ultra-conservative 
views about women. 

When we consider the times of the early church 
we find the psychological needs and expectations were 
ripe for this type of experience. There was great 
religious frustration. Rome was trying to enforce 
emperor worship. The people were sick, poor, and 
frustrated. They were anxious about the coming of the 
Messiah and the New Age of glory and freedom. 

The glossolalic experience was probably com
forting and reassuring to someone living with all his 
frustrations at that time. It helped him to live in and 
with his limitations and those of his world. No doubt it 
made him feel important; the world might reject him 
but he had proof that God accepted him. Many saw this 
as an outer objective proof that they were on the right 
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track; they just needed to hold on for a time. 
I am now going to write some things that will not 

be popular, but truth seldom is popular. If it were, 
more people would accept it and be living it. My 
suggestion is this: be very, very careful of being 
involved in group emotional experiences. These groups 
are widespread today and are led, in most cases, by 
well-meaning people. Even when it seems that these 
group experiences are for good purposes, however, we 
must recognize that some are offered by not-so-well-
meaning individuals. Uncontrolled emotion can get us 
into difficulty faster than anything else. 

We see many types of behavior based on the 
inability of many people to exercise conscious, intelli
gent, and disciplined self-control. On the negative side 
it runs from pot smoking in the name of religion to 
mate swapping. Many of the people involved in these 
groups will even use the Bible in an attempt to give 
respectability to their concepts. 

In these group experiences, emotion persuades 
reason. People will let down, saying and doing things 
that they normally would not do. They break down 
restraining barriers and release a flood of emotion; 
temporarily, they feel relieved. This relief doesn't last 
long, for the negative beliefs that caused them are not 
usually released and they proceed again to build up a 
negative emotional burden. Only now the person finds 
that he may experience guilt and remorse about ex
pressing his feelings and letting everyone in the group 
know what type of person he was. The release of pent-
up feelings may bring a temporary relief, but it does 
not always elevate one's self-esteem—it may, and quite 
often does, lower it. 

There are some groups that have a measure of 
respectability because they have been accepted by 
many reputable people. They are called group ther
apies. Telling other people and the world our problems 
will not necessarily solve them, and we certainly can't 
expect other people to tell us what to do, or to make 
decisions for us. So, be very careful of group experi
ences that encourage the open display of deep-seated 
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feelings. I would also be careful of groups that 
encourage back rubbing and other types of touching and 
caressing as a method of soothing one's weary soul. 

In order to attain spiritual mastery as Jesus 
taught it, one must have balanced control and expres
sion of his thoughts and feelings. This point is brought 
out in the mystical teachings of Paul. In the first part 
of I Corinthians, the eleventh chapter, he states, 
"Christ is the head of man and man is the head of 
woman." He should have stopped there, for in his 
attempt to give a literal interpretation to a spiritual 
idea he received, he gets carried away—he mixes the 
spiritual with a literal interpretation. Christ is the 
guiding intelligence within all of us, for it is the Spirit 
of God within us. The intellect, man, should always be 
responsive and obedient to this guiding intelligence, and 
man, the intellect, should always control the emotional 
nature, woman. When the emotional nature influences 
the intellect, the person often has trouble, becoming 
involved in undesirable circumstances. This is brought 
out in the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden. 

You may be wondering what this has to do with 
the speaking in tongues. It is just this: speaking in 
tongues is an emotional expression without intellectual 
or spiritual control. It is the release of pent-up 
frustrations; it is not a spiritual gift. Paul was just 
trying to use a little psychology in giving it acceptance. 
It is a psychological relief valve. The person speaking 
in tongues is not possessed of the Holy Spirit even 
though he may think he is. When one learns to exercise 
self-control in truth thinking, he will not become emo
tionally charged in a negative way. 

If it is a relief valve, then why not use it? The 
person who is always using emergency measures to 
meet life's challenges is asking for more severe prob
lems. There is only one way to meet life with its many 
growth experiences and that is with spiritual under
standing. Superstitious beliefs and emotional responses 
are the things that Paul is referring to when he says, 
"Now I see in a mirror darklv." We must make an effort 



to put aside our preconceived beliefs and open our 
minds to the full spirit of truth that is seeking expres
sion through us. Jesus said it would make us free—when 
we know it. 

It was thought that the people having the tongue-
speaking experience on the Day of Pentecost were 
drunk. Their behavior was not normal; it was uncon
trolled. They were psychologically drunk. They could 
not express themselves coherently. As under the influ
ence of alcohol and drugs, they could say and do things 
that they would not say or do otherwise. People under 
this type of influence also become bolder and more 
aggressive. 

When one truly learns the language of the Spirit, 
he will maintain a more balanced control and expression 
of his thoughts and feelings. He will express poise and 
stability in personality, regardless of outer circum
stances. He will be able to control his reactions and 
responses to negative personalities and situations. 
There will be neither overdoing nor withholding when 
positive, constructive, and definite action is required. 

What is the language of Spirit? The language of 
Spirit is ideas. God does speak to us even thougli we 
may think this a bit unusual, but He does not speak to 
us in secretive, mysterious ways. If our consciousness 
were completely purified and free of all false beliefs so 
that we could see clearly, there would be no dreams, 
visions, speaking in tongues or any other unusual form 
of response to ideas. There would be clear, lucid, 
direct knowing and this is our true goal it; life. If you 
take a beautiful diamond and put it in a glass of muddy 
water, is the diamond mysterious, does it lose its 
beauty? No, it is just as clear and beautiful as ever. 
As we begin letting a flow of pure, clean water into the 
glass we come to see the diamond. At first it may 
seem misty or mysterious, but as the water becomes 
purified, we see the diamond perfectly. 

If one has prepared himself ii; a logical, intellec
tual study of truth, it will enable him to see or perceive 
ideas more clearly. It will enable him to perceive truth 
more clearly, the truth that already is and will ever be 



the same and unchanging. As his perception clears, so 
will his responses to life's challenges improve. He will 
respond more in harmony with the truth that he per
ceives. He will be able to exercise control over his 
emotional or feeling nature instead of letting it control 
him. The emotional/feeling nature is important and 
must have a legitimate expression as part of our 
personality. However, if we respond to life as an 
immature child, we are asking for trouble. 

The outer phenomenon of speaking in tongues may 
seem mysterious, fascinating, and may offer a tempo
rary sense of relief and comfort to the individual 
practicing it. But the greater joy, happiness, and true 
security comes when we know our oneness with God, 
with Truth, with Principle, with His ideas and let them 
flow freely through us. 
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Chapter 12 

THE SECOND COMING 
OF CHRIST 

The theme of a dying, resurrecting savior god and 
his return is a common theme in many primitive expres
sions of religious faith. It is usually associated with the 
seasons of the year. In the fall the plants and trees 
seem to die; in the spring they are resurrected to new 
life. This resurrection saves, for it brings forth fruit; 
the people eat the fruit of this new life and are "saved" 
or given new life. 

The god dies and is resurrected for us since we 
cannot do it for ourselves. Primitives felt if they could 
imitate the action of some event in nature through 
rituals, it would help to bring forth the event and the 
good results. A rain dance therefore was believed to be 
able to produce rain; religious sexual acts would bring 
fertility; war or hunting dances would effect victory. 

As humans we think and feel we are separate 
from God. We yearn for a return to or a first time 
experience of a feeling of oneness. Traditional Chris
tians feel that God paid a visit or revealed Himself to 
man in Jesus Christ. This is the First Coming of Christ. 
It is believed that one day He will return again and that 
things will be quite different the next time. There will 
be no more control by the powers of evil; instead, they 
will be overthrown and His righteous rule will be estab
lished. 
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This Second Coming of the Christ is called the 
Parousia. It is a Greek word that has been trans
literated and used to describe this event. It simply 
means the "arrival" or "coming". As adopted and used 
in Christianity it means specifically the event of Jesus' 
return. 

What will happen when He returns? There are a 
number of theories. It was also thought that some of 
these things would happen when the Messiah came the 
first time. Since they didn't happen then, it is believed 
that surely they will happen with the Second Coming. 

For one thing it is believed that history will come 
to an end. The present world as we know it with all of 
its problems, evils, and difficulties will end. In its 
place will be brought forth a totally new existence. 

At this time the dead will be resurrected; their 
bodies will come out of the tombs. Because of this 
belief, great emphasis has been placed upon preserving 
the physical body. But it is believed that for those who 
were not able to preserve the physical integrity of the 
body, the parts or ashes will be gathered together and 
re-formed and the individual will come back to life. 

After this occurs there will be a last judgment. 
Everyone will be brought before God and will be judged 
according to his or her past. Some will make it, for it 
has been preordained that they would make it. Others, 
probably the majority, will not make it. Some believe 
that they did not have a chance to make it in the first 
place, for God predetermined ahead of time that they 
wouldn't. They will be cast into an eternal fire to 
suffer forever. 

There is another view that the final judgment will 
not come immediately when Christ returns. It is 
believed that there will first be a thousand year reign 
of Christ, during which there will be peace on earth. 
At the end of this thousand year reign the last judgment 
will take place. 

How will He come? Here again, there are various 
views. Some hold to the idea that He will come this 
time leading an army of men and angels. He will have 
power, mastery, and dominion over all nations. He will 
be a super-king and everyone will be subject to Him. 
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Others hold a more apocalyptic view, that He will 
come quite suddenly and dramatically out of the 
heavens. The sky will be parted; He and a heavenly 
host will come down and with unusual spiritual powers 
will assume mastery and control of all nations. 

Another view is that He will come again as He 
came the first time, in a quiet and unobtrusive way as a 
"son of man". Only this time all evil powers will be 
subject to Him and His followers. 

The doctrine about the end of things is called 
Christian eschatology. It is similar to an eschatology in 
primitive and other religions; it might be well for us to 
become familiar with some of these other viewpoints to 
see how they influenced Christianity. 

The first we will consider is Zoroastrianism. 
Zoroaster, who lived in the sixth century B.C., taught 
that after death the soul would wait by the individual's 
grave for three nights before it began its journey into 
the new life experience. On the fourth day it would 
arise and go to the great bridge that everyone must 
cross, the Bridge of the Requiter. Before he could 
begin the crossing, he must first be judged in the light 
of his past deeds. If his good deeds outweigh his bad 
deeds, the soul is able to cross the bridge and enter 
heaven. However, if his bad deeds outweigh his good 
deeds, things are going to be quite different. For an 
evil person, the bridge will be too narrow and as the 
soul attempts to cross it, he will fall off and plunge into 
hell, which in this case is cold and dark. This is not the 
end, however; there are still others living and the world 
still exists. 

It is taught there will be a final confrontation 
between the forces of evil and the powers of good. 
Ahura Mazda, the Wise Lord, will be victorious this 
time and will defeat Ahriman, prince of demons. Ahura 
Mazda will then bring about a general resurrection and 
he will preside over a last and final judgment. The 
world will be restored to goodness in the process and 
will be enjoyed by those saved. Those condemned will 
have no part in this new life of joy, happiness and 
peace. 
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The ancient Egyptians also had an eschatology. 
According to this view, when a person died he was 
judged, or at least his heart was judged. The heart was 
placed on a balance and weighed by the god Anubis. If 
the heart was a "light weight" this indicated a good 
person and the soul was allowed to enter a blessed 
region ruled by Osiris, god of the dead. However, if the 
person's heart was heavy this indicated that he was bad 
and his soul would be destroyed by Oevouress. 

You wi l l now recall that the Hebrews spent many 
years as freemen and slaves in Egypt. Our scriptures 
te l l us that Moses was trained in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians. We like to think that all the stories in the 
Bible relating to Moses and the Hebrews are original 
stories of actual historical events, but this is not the 
case. The Hebrews were influenced by the Egyptians. 
The concept of one God, for instance, was not original 
with the Hebrews, for they were not monotheists at all 
under Moses. They may have affirmed they believed in 
only one God, but they believed there were other gods 
which they felt were more powerful at times than their 
Jehovah-God. 

The Hebrews also spent time in Babylon during 
that same sixth century B.C. when Zoroastrianism was 
dominant. They picked up the religious heritage of that 
culture and made it a part of their own. After a l l , their 
god had been defeated and they were in bondage. They 
were disheartened, dismayed, and discouraged; they 
wondered what had happened. Being overwhelmed in 
this way it would only be natural for them to think the 
Babylonian god might be for real. When they came 
back from their captivity they brought with them much 
of this religious heritage, only now it was Hebrew or 
Judaism. 

No Christian can question the fact that Chris
t iani ty has been influenced by Judaism—we use the Old 
Testament, and Jesus and His early followers were all 
strongly indoctrinated in Jewish theology. Paul states 
that he was a "Hebrew of Hebrews". So, much of 
Christ ianity as we know it today is a product of this 
past syncretism. Paul and the other Christian writers 
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of the New Testament were influenced by the apoca
lyptic hopes of the times; Bible scholars are hard put to 
try to tell the difference between what Jesus might 
have said and what these people say He said. This in no 
way denies all value to our Scriptures, but it does mean 
that we should use the discriminating power of the Holy 
Spirit to help us discern the difference. 

Actually, the phrase "Second Coming" does not 
occur in Christian usage until the time of Justin Martyr 
in 150 A.D. Paul and the others of his time were 
expecting an immediate reappearance of Jesus. In fact, 
Paul thought he would be alive at the time of the event 
and would take part in it. Read 1 & II Thessalonians for 
his thinking on this subject. They did not think of this 
as a Second Coming, but just as a continuation and 
further development of the First Coming. Paul was 
wrong, for Jesus did not return then and He hasn't since 
that time, that is, not literally. Paul gave a literal 
interpretation to the mystical idea Jesus was seeking to 
give to him and the others. 

What is the Second Coming? Mystically, the 
Second Coming does not refer to the literal return of 
Jesus, but to the coming revelation of the Christ to the 
consciousness of each individual. It is something that 
happens in us on an individual basis and not something 
that will happen in "history" or as an outer event. Of 
course, this will have an influence on outer events, for 
as it changes individuals, the outer events have to 
change since individuals are the cause of outer events. 

The Second Coming refers to the time when it 
dawns on us that we, in our spiritual essence, are sons 
of God as Jesus was the son of God. In human thought 
we are only aware of ourselves as human beings with a 
very limited human potential. In the Second Coming we 
will realize more of our spiritual potential and with it 
the unlimited capacity for good that is within us and 
within everyone, for we will also realize that all are 
equal in this inner potential. 

Jesus talked about this experience quite often. 
You can read about it in the Gospel of Mark, Chapter 
13; Matthew, Chapters 24 and 25; and Luke, Chapter 
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21. In these chapters, Jesus gives some very detailed 
descriptions of what it will be like when one experi
ences the Second Coming. These descriptions have 
been taken literally and therefore outer signs are 
looked for—wars, earthquakes, and other disasters. 

For example, Jesus said, "The days will come in 
which there shall not be left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down." Taking Him 
literally, some thought He was referring to the Temple. 
However, the Temple is only a symbol of our religious 
beliefs and attitudes. Many of our religious beliefs are 
set in stone, so to speak, and seem to be as permanent 
as the stone used in the Temple, but one day they will 
be changed. The Truth will come; the light will shine. 
And the religious misconceptions that hold us in bon
dage will give way to the truth about the Temple, the 
body, and the truth about man the sinner. We will 
eliminate them from consciousness. It won't happen 
overnight, however, nor will it happen to everyone at 
the same time. 

When will it happen? Jesus said that first nation 
would rise against nation. He is not referring to 
international conflicts, but to inner conflicts, conflicts 
between those states of consciousness based on outer, 
human training and conditioning and the rise of truth in 
consciousness. He said there will be famines, which 
means periods of lack and seeming limitation. Until 
truth becomes stable in consciousness and we transfer 
our trust for security from things or money to trust in 
God, there will be periods when it seems our supply is 
limited. But if we stand firm in our faith and trust in 
God there will be new growth, inwardly and then 
outwardly. 

This inner transformation of consciousness will be 
like an earthquake. It is more than a cultural shock; it 
is a truth shock, an inner eyeopening experience in 
which we realize that much of what we have been 
taught as being true is actually false. It is a shock even 
when we want and like to hear these truth ideals. In 
fact, at first, that is all we think they are, ideals, and 
not actual possibilities. 
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Jesus said not to be concerned, for this is not the 
end. He said the Gospel must first be preached to all 
nations. Again this is not referring to the outer but the 
inner. The truth must be carried into all areas of our 
total consciousness and this includes our actions. It is 
not enough to think these ideas of truth, they must be 
expressed in our thinking, feeling, and acting on all 
levels. It can't be just a Sunday experience. It is not 
enough to say that we trust God, we must actually trust 
Him. 

Another interesting and helpful reminder Jesus 
gave is that we would be judged by others, meaning that 
they will call us all kinds of names. They will call you 
crazy, heretic, anti-Christ, and many other critical 
names. They will say you are not a Christian simply 
because you do not continue to hold to traditional 
beliefs. 

He said not to be concerned at these times. 
Understanding will be given you and you will be able to 
handle these criticisms. You will have peace of mind, 
but your accusers will not. They will be disturbed, for 
they will think you are trying to destroy their world, 
which is not true, but they will think that way, and we 
know that what we think has a great effect upon the 
way we feel. 

Jesus said there would be conflict in families, 
brother against brother, father against child, child 
against father. It is amazing how those who proclaim 
to be followers of Jesus, to be Christians, have ostra
cized members of their own families because of their 
religious views. They forget that according to Jesus it 
is more important to express love, even to enemies, 
than to perform rituals and remain loyal to outer forms, 
organizations, and ceremonies. 

When Truth comes to consciousness we will begin 
to form totally new concepts about family and personal 
relations. We will begin to realize that in truth we are 
all brothers and sisters. Didn't Jesus state this when He 
was told that His mother was in the crowd looking for 
Him at Capernaum? He said, "Who is my mother, 
brother, and sister? He who does the will of my 
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Father." When the truth is revealed there will be this 
inner struggle and conflict as we let go of personal 
concepts about relationships and establish spiritual con
cepts about those same relationships. Severing of 
human thought brings sadness and tears; however, there 
is no severing of spiritual insight. It brings joy, 
happiness, freedom. 

When these things begin to happen, Jesus sug
gested that we flee to the mountains. This means to 
enter into a time of meditation and prayer. Become 
still and pray for the inner strength and courage to let 
the transformations take place in us. When there seems 
to be confusion, don't try to argue, analyze, or figure 
out what is happening. "Don't go down into your house" 
means not to try to hold on to old beliefs. This is the 
mistake that many make: they seek security in going 
back to the old way, the old tradition, the old relation
ships. They will never find it and this will only delay 
the cleansing process. Remember there must be a 
degree of cleansing before the New Birth can take 
place; there must be a semblance of order in conscious
ness for the coming of this great event. 

"And then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here 
is the Christ; or, Lo, there; believe it not: for there 
shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and shall 
show signs and wonders." There are many zealous 
prophets in the traditional fold and in the truth move
ment telling us all kinds of things about the Christ, 
where He is, when He is coming, how to use Him for 
personal gain. Jesus is cautioning us to be careful not 
to get carried away with all the promises of worldly 
influence, whether of this world or in another world to 
come. "What does it profit a man if he gains the whole 
world and loses his own soul?" Jesus asks. There is no 
profit. The only true profit comes through inner growth 
and this gives us mastery over the outer world as it 
gave Jesus mastery over all the experiences of His life. 

Jesus said, "Call no man on earth Master or 
Father, for one is your master." Turn to your Father 
who is within you. Jesus said, "I must go away or He 
will not come unto you." In so many words He is saying 
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to us that as long as we are looking to someone in the 
outer to come and do things for us, we will not be 
receptive to the Father who is already here within us. 

When He, the Father Who is within, the Christ, 
comes, He will comfort you. He will teach you and He 
will prepare you for living in the New Age that is to 
come. 

•"" 



Chapter 13 

HEAVEN AND/OR HELL 

In doing research on the subject of this chapter, I 
came across a book that is of interest because it 
reveals a limited interpretation regarding heaven. The 
author, Jonathan Weaver, was Bishop of the Church of 
the United Brethren in Christ. A well-educated man, 
he held a Doctor of Divinity degree, and was highly 
regarded and respected. 

In the book, he portrays heaven as a place inhab
ited by God and celestial beings. He did not say 
definitely where it was, but the impression I received 
was that it was up in the sky; he had pictures of people 
on earth dreaming about the beautiful city in the sky. 
It was a glorified looking city, inhabited by winged 
beings. Weaver stated, "It is a fact none will care to 
dispute that we shall be out of this world in a compara
tively short time." He was making the point that the 
world would soon come to an end and that those who 
had been saved would soon be on their way to the 
beautiful City of (lod, or the "better country", as he 
called it. The title of the book, written in 1899, is 
Heaven, or the Better Country. 1 am not recommending 
the book for reading but merely showing the conser
vative view which is still held by many Christians 
today. 
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Practically all peoples of the earth have believed 
in a heaven or heavens. They have looked forward to 
going to a place where there is eternal bliss, peace, and 
happiness. They did not know where this place was, but 
assumed that it was up in the sky, beyond the dome of 
the blue. 

In the primitive concept of the universe, the earth 
was portrayed as a circular disc surrounded by water, 
both below and above. In Genesis it states, "The waters 
above and the waters below." The sky was a dome that 
separated the waters; it was supported by four pillars. 
Before the time of Jesus, the Hebrews believed there 
were various levels or degrees of heaven. In fact they 
believed there were seven heavens. Our Scriptures 
reflect this in the use of the plural in referring to 
heaven. In Genesis 2:1 we read, "Thus the heavens and 
the earth were finished." Other examples are from the 
well-known Psalm 8:3, "When I consider the heavens," 
and in Psalm 97:6, "The heavens declare his righ
teousness." 

In the Gospel of Mark (Chapter 1:10) after Jesus 
was baptized, we are told, "And straightway coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the 
Spirit like a dove descending upon him." The New 
International Version of the Bible corrects or, I should 
say, changes this to the singular "heaven". 1 can 
imagine editors and transcribers doing this very same 
thing, making changes and corrections and adding to the 
Scriptures to suit the beliefs of the time. 

Jesus, in Luke 12:33, tells the people they should 
seek the Kingdom, for it is the Father's good pleasure 
to give it to them, but that they should sell what they 
have, give alms, and provide bags or purses to hold the 
good that is for them and that will not deteriorate. In 
this way they build "a treasure in the heavens". Here 
again the N1V changes "heavens" to the singular. 

Paul reflects these many-layered heavens in II 
Cor. 12:2: "I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago was caught up to the third heaven." And Jesus also 
was speaking from this many-layered view when He 
stated, "In my Father's house are many mansions" (John 
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15:2). It was believed that one progressed through the 
heavens to the ultimate Seventh Heaven. It was 
believed that God inhabited this Seventh Heaven. He 
had trouble with Satan on the other levels and therefore 
it was thought that God had a celestial army and that 
wars were waged in the heavens. However, one day 
God would be totally victorious over Satan, a fallen 
angel. 

Some of Jesus' statements were interpreted in the 
light of the accepted beliefs. I doubt the people at that 
time could even grasp a true perspective of the uni
verse and I doubt the majority could accept it today 
even if Jesus were here to tell it to us. 

The idea of a celestial city comes from taking the 
apocalyptic writer of Revelation literally. He calls this 
glorious city the New Jerusalem. In Revelation, chap
ter 21, he describes the beauty and dimensions of the 
city: he states the wall around the city is 144 cubits, 
according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel 
or perfect glorified man. The walls were made of 
jasper and the buildings of the city were of pure gold. 
This is a mystical teaching about the new man, the 
Jesus Christ type individual with spiritual mastery; it 
should not be taken to refer to a city in the sky where 
good people will go after death. That, however, is just 
the interpretation that the majority give it to this day. 

On the other hand hell was thought to be the 
place of eternal punishment for the wicked. It was not 
only a hot place but also a cold place; the soul was 
punished either by burning or by freezing. There arc 
well-educated people today in positions of responsibility 
and importance in this world who hold to this primitive 
view. They believe that Satan is the god of this place 
and that once a soul goes to hell there is no possible 
chance of his ever getting out. If one wants to avoid 
eternal punishment in hell he should make sure he is 
saved, for he has only one chance—the few years spent 
here on earth. If he doesn't make it here, it is 
unfortunate, but God will not change and forgive this 
one lost time. Yet when Peter asked Jesus how often 
we should forgive those who offend us, the answer wns 
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seventy times seven, or every last time. We are 
supposed to be more loving and forgiving than God, for 
there is one time He will not forgive. When we add to 
that the concept of punishment in hell forever and the 
severity of this punishment it is no wonder that many 
have turned from this traditional view of God. 

Heaven and hell are symbols, not places for 
people to go. Knowing this should be a relief, but there 
are many who want to believe in them as places. 
Mystically they represent states of consciousness. Hell 
is the consciousness of error based on mistaken views 
about God, man, and the universe. It isn't a conscious
ness created by God, but is one formed by man through 
his misuse of the power of thought. Satan is a ruling 
belief in consciousness that motivates much of our 
negative behavior. He was considered to be a fallen 
angel and, mystically, he was. There is only one power-
God power. The power of negative thought is a fallen 
angel; it has the possibility of good, but can be very 
destructive when used negatively. 

Eventually everyone will be redeemed from this 
"hell" consciousness. It will not be a vicarious redemp
tion, for it must be done individually and personally 
through the transformation of consciousness. 

The word heaven comes to us from the Greek 
"Ouranos". Gaea was Mother earth and Ouranos was 
Father sky. Ouranos denotes expansion. The kingdom 
of heaven is an expanding consciousness of truth or, we 
might say, an expanding awareness. To be consistent in 
our interpretation we should keep in mind that heaven 
always relates to consciousness and consciousness is 
relative. Not everyone is at the same point of develop
ment in consciousness. Jesus represents the highest 
development of spiritual consciousness. 

The "Kingdom of God" is the absolute, the eter
nal, unchanging Truth. Jesus used several parables to 
portray this idea about the nature of consciousness. We 
have touched on some of these such as the mustard seed 
parable. It is interesting to note that in reading 
Matthew's account of the parable that he changes 
"Kingdom of God" to "Kingdom of Heaven". Compare 
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Matt. 13:31-32 with Mark 4:30-32. Mark's Gospel was 
written first and he says, "How shall we liken the 
kingdom of God?" Matthew writes, "The kingdom of 
heaven is like a grain of mustard seed." The seed 
represents the absolute, the principle, the idea. It is 
planted in the earth or revealed in consciousness. It 
grows, expands, or develops, and the manifestation is 
fantastic. The seed becomes the greatest of trees, a 
place of habitation for many birds. A consciousness of 
truth is also susceptible to all types of ideas and 
concepts—birds of heaven. 

Matthew changes Mark's writing to avoid using 
the holy name of God. At least this is the explanation 
given by some scholars to explain these changes. How
ever, there are other occasions where Matthew does use 
the name of God; he isn't consistent. Another possi
bility that some would find unacceptable is that pos
sibly there was more than one author for the Gospel. A 
conservative would insist that the Gospel was written 
totally by Matthew. A liberal Bible scholar would 
question whether any of it was written by the Apostle 
Matthew. It is beautiful and valuable regardless of who 
wrote it. 

Another parable that Jesus gives to help us under
stand something about "heaven" is the Parable of the 
Seed Growing of Itself. It is recorded in Mark 4:26-29. 
The Kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter his 
seed on the ground. He then goes about his daily living, 
going to sleep and rising each day and night. In the 
meantime, the seed is germinating and soon there are 
outer signs of growth, first the blade, then the ear, then 
the full corn in the ear. He doesn't know or understand 
how this happens, he just knows it will and he trusts 
that it will. When the corn is ripe he harvests it. 

The seed is the idea of truth seeking expression in 
our consciousness, the earth. We don't know how an 
idea held in consciousness grows, but we do know that it 
does. The more we trust in this process of growth and 
expanding of consciousness the better and more satis
factory the results. We go to sleep day in and day out 
and we rise up day in and day out. Then one day, if we 
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have believed and have been faithful, we see the first 
beginnings of new growth. Many want to plant the seed 
in consciousness and get overnight results. If the 
individual was in the properly developed consciousness 
as Jesus was, it would surely be possible to get imme
diate, instantaneous results. But since we are not, the 
process of growth and expansion of consciousness is 
more gradual. 

The Parable of the Leaven also reflects the idea 
of growth and expansion of consciousness. In Matthew 
13:33 we read, "Another parable spake he unto them: 
the kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a 
woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till it 
was all leavened." An idea held in consciousness 
affects us totally—mentally, emotionally, and physi
cally. The same is true about a false concept held in 
consciousness. In other parables Jesus describes this 
growing together of truth and error and how to deal 
with it, not through resistance, but by non-resistance, 
and at the time of harvest casting aside the negative 
and undesirable. 

As one grows in spiritual understanding he will 
gain more power and mastery over his consciousness. 
The potential for total mastery is already there. Jesus 
stated this in another one of His gems that has been 
taken literally. It is recorded in Matthew 16:19. He is 
talking to Peter and He says, "I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. This statement has been used by the Church 
leaders as authority to control people, to tell them 
what is right and permissible and what is wrong. 

Peter, mystically, represents faith, the perceptive 
faculty and he does have the keys to the development 
of consciousness. We have bound ourselves to whatever 
we perceive a thing to be, whether it is an idea of truth 
or whether it is a misconception based on appearances. 
We also have the power to change our consciousness; 
the key is a symbol of authority. There is only One 
Power, God Power. Whatever power we express is God 
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power and it expresses through us according to our level 
of understanding or, you might say, according to the 
condition of our consciousness. If we have a conscious
ness based upon what is really true, then the results will 
be good. If on the other hand, our consciousness is 
based upon half-truths and much error, then the results 
will not be good. We are free to express as we choose; 
God has given us this freedom and He wants us to be 
free and He respects that freedom. 

In the consciousness of truth symbolized as 
heaven, we have the possibility of infinite expression of 
good. Jesus stated it as "all things are possible". 
Healing is always possible even when one is not healed. 
Unlimited and infinite abundance is possible. Peace 
beyond all human comprehension is possible. Joy and 
happiness supreme are possible. All good is possible. In 
this heavenly consciousness, in the awareness of pure 
truth, we know God and we feel our oneness with Him. 
In this realization we feel secure and we are free from 
the miseries of hell, the consequences of negative 
consciousness. 
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Chapter 14 

THE RESURRECTION OF 
JESUS CHRIST 

All four Gospels tell of the great event, the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. They vary in the details 
of the story, but this is to be expected. Although other 
people are included, Mary Magdalene is a dominant 
witness. The other women mentioned are Mary, the 
mother of James; Salome; and Joanna. 

In Mark's version, the earliest written record, we 
read that a young man dressed in a white robe tells the 
women that Jesus has risen. He instructs them to go 
and tell the disciples but they are so fearful that the 
record says they went and told no one. 

Matthew says that an angel rolled away the stone 
from the tomb and that the angel told the women to go 
and tell the disciples, which they did. Luke tells us that 
two men in dazzling apparel were at the tomb when the 
women arrived. The men asked them why they were 
seeking the living amongst the dead. The women were 
fearful and quickly left to go and tell the disciples. 

John's version is still quite different. His was the 
last Gospel to be written. According to John, Mary 
came to the tomb alone. She sees that the stone has 
been rolled away. She immediately runs to tell Peter 
and John. They come to investigate and when they see 
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that Jesus' body is gone they leave. Mary remains at 
the tomb. While crying and contemplating this turn of 
event.s, two angels appear to her and ask her why she is 
crying. They must have appeared to her as ordinary 
individuals, for she is not startled at their appearance. 
She says, "They have taken away my Lord and I know 
not where they have laid him." She then turns around 
and sees someone else, a man that she assumed was the 
gardener. This person also asks why she is crying. Her 
answer to him is, "Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell 
me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away." 

Jesus then speaks her name and Mary recognizes 
Him; she is amazed and excited. Jesus tells her not to 
touch Him, but to go and tell the others that she has 
seen Him and that He has ascended. 

It is evident from all these accounts of the 
resurrection that the women and others were not 
expecting the resurrection of Jesus even though He had 
told them very specifically that He would rise again on 
the third day. The women had spices to give His body a 
permanent burial. When they found the body gone, they 
thought someone had stolen it. 

The basic idea of a virgin-born, dying, resur
recting and ascending god is a common theme in 
religious belief around the world. Because of this some 
want to discredit the resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus. Some would explain it as a myth attached to 
Jesus. Some would say that even Jesus is a myth, that 
all this happened in the minds of His followers, but not 
literally. Some would say that Jesus did not die on the 
cross and therefore it was not a case of resurrection 
but one of resuscitation. 

When an event happens that is out of the ordinary 
we are at a loss in attempting to describe it. In the 
excitement, awe, or fear one may describe it in very 
symbolic and descriptive language. And if several 
people are describing the same extraordinary, objective 
event, the details may even be contradictory. Some
thing is happening both subjectively and objectively, but 
it may be difficult to determine just what happened 
from the varied and often exaggerated descriptions. 
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In the case of the resurrection of Jesus, about all 
we can conclude is that Jesus was crucified, that He 
actually died on the cross and therefore was factually 
dead when He was placed in the tomb of Joseph of 
Arimathea. In some manner still unknown to us, the 
tomb was opened and Jesus came out, leaving the burial 
garments in the tomb. He appeared later that day to 
various individuals and again the next Sunday night to 
convince doubting Thomas. He then appeared to the 
disciples in Galilee and to a large number of people on 
another occasion. According to Paul, Jesus appeared to 
His brother James (see 1 Cor. 15:7) and this must have 
made a believer out of His brother. While Jesus was 
going about teaching, His brother was not a follower. 
Later however, James, the brother of Jesus, not the 
disciple James, became the leader of the church in 
Jerusalem and was more highly regarded than either 
Peter or Paul. 

After these appearances in Galilee, there were 
some more appearances in the Jerusalem area climaxed 
by the ascension that took place on Olivet between 
Jerusalem and Bethany. Mark, Luke, and Paul describe 
the ascension as Jesus rising and being taken up in a 
cloud to heaven which they thought was up in the sky 
somewhere. Mark says that He sat down at the right 
hand of God. This can only be an opinion, for Mark 
wasn't there to see God on a throne with Jesus sitting 
next to Him. 

A tremendous mystical idea is contained in the 
myth, legend and actual details of the experience of 
Jesus' resurrection and the similar resurrection stories 
in other primitive religions. We must be careful that 
we do not toss out this great idea by discounting Jesus 
and everything about Him. 

Jesus' resurrection is not the only one recorded in 
the Bible. Jesus was responsible for three others: 
Lazarus, the widow's son at Nain, and Jairus' daughter. 
Peter raised Tabitha, also known as Dorcas, at Joppa. 
Paul raised a young man named Eutychus. Paul was 
giving a sermon and Eutychus was present, sitting in a 
window on the second floor because of the crowd. He 
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fell asleep, lost his balance, fell out of the window, and 
was killed when he hit the pavement below. Paul ran 
downstairs and brought him back to life again. 

There are also stories of resurrection in the Old 
Testament. For example, the story of Elisha and the 
Shunammite woman who befriended him. He rewarded 
her and her husband by promising them they would have 
a son; to their amazement, they did. When the son 
grew up he worked in the fields with his father. One 
day he died of sunstroke. The woman went to Elisha in 
tears and asked him to do something about it. Elisha 
sent his servant Gehazi ahead with his staff to see if 
Gehazi could revive him, but he couldn't. When Elisha 
arrived he went into the room where the boy was lying. 
He lay upon the boy. The first time nothing happened 
so he got up and walked around the room. Then he 
repeated the process which sounds like mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation. We are told the boy sneezed seven times 
and was restored to life. 

Another interesting account of resurrection is the 
one that took place after Elisha died. His body was 
placed in a tomb. One day as a funeral procession was 
moving to the same tomb where Elisha was buried the 
people saw a group of Moabite raiders coming at them. 
In fear they threw the body into the tomb and fled. 
When the body landed on the bones of Elisha we are told 
the man got up and left the tomb. I have often 
wondered if the bones of Elisha were so powerful why 
Elisha didn't come out of the tomb also. 

What do all these episodes about resurrection 
mean? Are we to look forward to a physical resur
rection? Or are we to see them only as metaphysical or 
mythological stories? Are any of them for real? Is it 
really possible for someone who has died, someone who 
has been proven dead, to come back to life? 

These myths (and some of them are no doubt 
myths), legends and possible historical events are 
seeking to convey to us the idea of the immortality of 
life. We are deluded by the physical events of birth and 
death and believe that life begins with birth and ends at 
death. At least we acknowledge the fact that life as a 
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physical experience ends with death. We may think the 
soul continues on, but as for the physical, we have been 
taught that death is the end. The hope that some day in 
the future there will be a physical resurrection and that 
transformation of the body will take place is held by 
many, but this resurrection will be done by God Who 
can do all things. 

The truth is, life is immortal and the possibility of 
immortal life in the present body is part of this great 
truth. We intuitively know this but are reluctant to 
believe it to be possible. The weight of physical 
evidence is so overwhelming that it staggers the intel
lect even to think that a resurrection could take place 
or that a person could just disappear and take his body 
with him. Yet there is something within all of us that 
longs for and yearns for mastery over death. We want 
to live. Even though we have been told that the next 
expression of life, an existence without a physical body, 
is to be better than this experience with a physical 
body, we still do not want to die, we want to live. We 
may attempt to suppress this natural urge to live but 
we will never be able to do so successfully. When we 
see others terminally ill we want to pray and do all 
within our means to help them be healed. 

We are not consistent in our thinking about life 
here with a body, and life somewhere else without one. 
Depending upon the circumstances we may think that 
death is a blessed release that will lead to something 
greater. Then we turn around and think that death is a 
form of punishment. Paul states this when he says, 
"The wages of sin is death." 

When we seriously consider the teachings of Jesus 
we find that immortality, eternal life in the body, 
stands out as a dominant theme. As Jesus taught it, 
eternal life in the body, and I stress in a physical body, 
not some ethereal body, but a flesh-and-blood body, is 
possible. There were a number of occasions where 
Jesus impressed upon His followers that He, the resur
rected Jesus, was flesh and blood. It was for His 
disciples' benefit that He permitted Thomas to touch 
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His wounds; otherwise, the wounds would linve been 
honied. He also ate fish with them after Hie resur
rection. 

In Matt. 19:29 it is recorded thnt Jesus said, "Ami 
everyone that hath forsaken houses or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, 
and shall inherit everlasting life." And in Matt. 22:.'I2 
Jesus says Hint (iod is not the Cod of the dead, but of 
the living. In John 6:47 we read "lie thnt bolievetli on 
me linlli everlasting life." Other passages include John 
6:51: "I am the living bread which came down from 
heaven; if any man eat of this bread (the I AM) he shall 
live forever," and John 6:91: "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, if a man keep my saying, he shall never see death." 
This passage is quite specific. 

One last passage, and there arc many more, that I 
feel is very specific is from John 11: 25 nnd 26. Here 
Jesus says to Martha before raising baznrus, "1 am the 
resurrection and the life, lie who believes in me will 
live, even llKHIgh he dies; and whoever lives and be
lieves in mo will never die." You will note in this 
passage that He is making reference to those who will 
die, that they will have another opportunity to live 
again in a body. We slmuld remember that in the minds 
of the people of Jesus' time, to live meant to live in a 
body. The second half of the statement refers to those 
who have overcome the limiting negative belief in 
death; they are "living and believing" and therefore will 
never die. 

Life Is the will of Cod. A perfect expression and 
manifestation of life in the body is the intent nnd 
purpose and plan of Cod. Cod is not the author of death 
and rebirth. The Temple in Jerusalem is a mystical 
symbol of the body. It must be rebuilt. II has been 
destroyed (died) many times and been rebuilt (rein
carnated) many limes. II is the indestructible Temple 
that we are seeking to build now whether we know il or 
not and whether we believe it after we know it. The 
soul knows il and it will keep on searching and seeking 
and endeavoring to build an eternal temple. 
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Jesus' death and resurrection was for the specific 
purpose of revealing the power we all potentially have 
of expressing life perfectly in a body as He did it. He 
did not have to die on the cross to placate God, for God 
is not that stern or temperamental. Jesus permitted 
the crucifixion because of our need to know, believe, 
and achieve. 

The body is important and must be appreciated 
and included in the desire for salvation. Traditional 
Christianity has stressed only the saving of the soul. 
We must now enlarge our view and include the saving of 
the body, the rejuvenation and transformation of the 
limited physical body to the immortal body of light. 

It takes great ideas to accomplish great things. 
The true idea of immortality is so great that it leaves 
most people dumbstruck with disbelief. It will take 
much growth before many can even accept it as an 
intellectual possibility and that is a necessary first step 
before the actual experience of the ascension can take 
place. The irony of this is that many who are ill want 
to be healed and to live, but they find it difficult to 
believe in what they want. They think that possibly 
God made them ill and that He might possibly be taking 
them. The truth is, God never "takes" anyone. 

The belief in death is so prevalent that it has 
paralyzed, victimized, and frightened many. They 
believe it is normal and natural to die. They believe 
that nothing can prevent it and they submit to it 
without a question. They think that a person who 
believes in the possibility of overcoming death is irra
tional, illogical, and a little "off his rocker". They see 
him as believing in an illusion. 

Yet when we think of the attitudes of the major
ity, how they view health, sickness, or death we find 
that they are really the ones who are illogical in their 
thinking. They think of death as God taking someone to 
a heavenly home. If God is the cause of death why do 
they resist Him so much? Why do doctors wage a battle 
or struggle against God? Why don't they cooperate with 
God and help the person die? Instead of putting people 
on machines to prolong life, instead of giving them 
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medication that will prolong life, why don't doctors give 
people something to help God take them more easily to 
the heavenly home? Also, if dying is God's way of 
taking someone to a heavenly home, why does He do it 
in such a horrible way with so much pain and suffering? 
Why doesn't He just take them in their sleep? Why does 
He first afflict them with some horrible and painful 
condition and cause them to suffer for years before the 
final end comes? 

No, God does not cause any of this misery. We 
don't understand why these things happen. We find it 
difficult to accept some personal responsibility, for it 
makes us feel guilty. So it is easier to blame God even 
if it is irrational and illogical to do so. 

An important question we may ask is, "What good 
does it do to believe in an idea that seems so impos
sible?" The answer is very simple: it does a lot of 
good! We can't begin to realize the tremendous healing 
power surge that starts to resurrect or rejuvenate the 
cells of the body when we begin to believe the truth 
about the body and the possibility of immortal life in it. 
If you want to begin to experience a healing and 
renewing as you have never had before, begin to give 
some serious consideration to this great idea. It isn't 
necessary that ycu have a full conscious understanding 
of how it will happen. It is only necessary that you 
begin to believe it, even if it does seem impossible. 

All great accomplishments begin in consciousness 
as belief in an idea, an idea that probably most people 
think is impossible. When the life idea is resurrected in 
consciousness, there will be no death. The body will be 
transformed. Jesus appeared to us in a body like ours 
but this does not mean that this is the best form or 
appearance of the body. It has also been referred to as 
a body of light. It will be a body that is very responsive 
to our thought. It will be more than an astral body. 
That is only the psychic body removed from the phys
ical body in sleep. 

In this body of light we will be able to appear 
wherever we desire to appear. No one will be able to 
destroy us or harm us or cause us any pain whatsoever. 
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No one will be able to control us or keep us in bondage 
as slaves or hostages. Bullets or bombs will not be able 
to destroy us; germs will have no effect upon us. There 
will be no need for what we think are necessary and 
enjoyable things, such as eating. There will be even 
more enjoyable things to do with our time. This very 
fact, that there will be no need to consume food as we 
know it, will bring about a change in the physical form. 
Organs of assimilation and elimination will not be 
necessary. Cell structure will be different and what
ever is needed to sustain them will be absorbed from 
the sea of substance and life in which we live, move, 
and have our being. 

We are told in the Gospels that Jesus ascended 
before his disciples. This is simply a description that 
tells us He disappeared before their eyes. It isn't 
necessary to die in order to experience the ascension. 
In fact if one dies he will either have to experience the 
resurrection or reincarnate in another body before the 
ascension can take place. 

When Jesus died on the cross and came back He 
showed that this seeming final experience is not the 
end. He probably gave some good talks to the souls in 
the psychic realm while he was there over the weekend. 
Like us they probably get so comfortable they become 
hard of hearing. By that I mean they do not compre
hend things that are revealed to them in simple clear 
ways. 

Does all this sound preposterous? Yes, it does. 
Does it sound impossible or improbable? Yes, it does. 
But we should forget about how impossible it sounds or 
even how difficult it may seem to be and just accept it 
as a possibility. There are many things we are enjoying 
today that seemed like total impossibilities at one time. 
Finding an inexpensive form of energy seems impossible 
and yet that is what we have the most of in this 
universe—energy. Even the physical body, when it 
seems to lack energy, has an unlimited Source within it. 

Believe in life and you will grow to understand the 
so-called mysteries and truths of life. Believe in death 
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and you will add nothing beneficial, only fear and 
apprehension. 

A strong, positive, powerful, constructive belief 
in life will lead to the rejuvenation of mind and body 
and that is something we all want and can have. 
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Chapter 15 

THE TRCIE CHURCH 

If Jesus appeared on the scene today, which 
Church would He recognize as being the true Church? 
If He selected one, the others would probably say He 
wasn't really Jesus. 

There are some Christians who not only believe 
that Christianity is the only true religion but that their 
particular denomination is the only true Church. The 
even more conservative element would say that unless 
one actually belonged to their Church that person could 
not be saved. 

When I was in my middle twenties my mother and 
another woman that worked where my mother worked 
tried to match me up with the other woman's daughter. 
We met and went out a few times but it would have 
been a tragedy for two people with such opposite 
attitudes to even consider any type of relationship. She 
belonged to a very conservative Christian denomination 
and she was very emphatic that unless I belonged to it 
also I didn't have a chance. And I had the attitude that 
she didn't have a chance because she didn't belong to 
the one I belonged to. The interesting and amusing part 
about the whole thing is that both of us have long since 
given up the denominations we belonged to. Thank God 
that we do eventually grow up spiritually. 
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There are probably something like 200 different 
Christian denominations. Some are large and very 
powerful and influential; others are very small. Each 
one probably feels that it has the right interpretation 
and is following what Jesus intended us to follow. The 
question I would ask is this, "Did Jesus intend to start a 
Church organization that would develop to where it is 
today?" Also, "Did He really intend for us to follow 
such elaborate rituals?" 

I say He didn't have any intention of starting what 
has turned out to be a Church today, although this 
doesn't mean that I am advocating overthrowing the 
Church. Most people today need the Church as it is, an 
authoritarian body controlling the masses. There would 
be more chaos in our world than we now have if there 
were not some means of trying to get people to live a 
higher life. Most people are not prepared for the Truth 
and freedom taught by Jesus Christ. They not only 
need someone to tell them what to do, they want 
someone to have that responsibility. 

I trust you are ready. I trust you are preparing 
yourself for the challenge of spiritual growth, the 
development of spiritual maturity. 

The true Church demands much more of us than 
the traditional Church has ever or will ever demand of 
us. There is one great difference and that is when we 
are obedient to the demands of the True Church leader, 
God within us, we find life to be a very rich and 
rewarding experience. There is no need to fear Him. 
We find that He is not a taskmaster, but a loving Father 
Who is constantly seeking a way to get through to us 
the message of Truth and how great it is. 

For those who are ready, there is an awesome 
choice that must be made. It is the choice of deciding 
whether to continue to submit to an outer authority, 
performing all the rituals it demands, or whether to 
follow the Christ, the Spirit of God in us, no matter 
where it leads, no matter what ties must be broken and 
no matter what beliefs we must give up. 

The Church leadership has no right to control your 
life. When this truth first dawns on us we rejoice in the 
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prospect of freedom. Then we are overwhelmed with 
guilt and fear. We think that if we do not obey the 
traditional rules and regulations, if we do not profess to 
believe what is traditionally taught, we might wind up 
in eternal damnation. We experience this fear even 
when something within us and maybe even someone 
outside of us assures us there is no place for people to 
suffer forever. We find ourselves fearing we will go to 
a hell that we are already in, the hell of inner turmoil 
and conflict of interests and purpose. 

There are many people today who are ready for 
their freedom and are experiencing this fear. They 
continue to submit to a traditional authority even 
though they do not really and sincerely believe what 
they have been taught. There are many who do not 
believe but are fearful of saying or even acting as if 
they do not believe. A woman who took issue with 
church doctrine was excommunicated from her church; 
it was broadcast over national television. No doubt she 
feels rejected and isolated, but she ought to rejoice and 
give thanks for her freedom. The pull and influence of 
human attachments is so strong and in the beginning the 
prospects and uncertainties of freedom are so unclear 
that we often opt for our bondage rather than take a 
chance on freedom. The Hebrews felt this way when 
Moses led them out of bondage. They had been in 
bondage so long they did not know how to act or even to 
think as free persons. They knew what to expect from 
their slavery; it was hard but it was certain. They did 
not know where this Jehovah-God would lead them or 
what would happen to them. They probably thought it 
would get worse. It's a good thing they had a Moses to 
urge them on. 

Throughout its history the Church has sought, 
quite successfully, to control us through fear. For 
almost 2,000 years we have been controlled, but the 
giant is beginning to shake and totter. More and more 
people today are leaving the traditional fold. They are 
seeking something greater than that which has been 
taught in the past. They are searching for a God of 
love that encourages them to have self-respect, confi
dence, and a sense of divine purpose. Many of those 
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who remain in the traditional fold are not supporting it 
at all, or are supporting it half-heartedly. Some denomi
nations would have fallen already if they were not 
supported by the state. In some countries people are 
forced to give to support the Church. And the Church 
is still operating even though on Sundays it is more than 
half empty. Some denominations get a major portion of 
their income from business investments and this keeps 
them going. 

Over the years the Church has become frag
mented by splitting hairs. Theological doctrines be
came more important than the truth that Jesus taught. 
The seeking of positions of power and wealth were more 
important to many of its leaders. There is a great need 
for a genuine revival, not a revival as is presently 
conceived, but a revival of the truth that Jesus taught. 
This is quite different from the tradition as we have it 
today. 

The struggle between Church and State was a long 
series of conflicts. Many suffered and died because of 
this conflict. There is the danger that it is being 
revived today out of sympathy and economic necessity. 
It was an operation that was needed, the separation of 
Church and State. But another operation is needed 
which can only be performed by the individual: it is the 
severing of traditional ties and beliefs. Instead of 
rejecting certain beliefs and practices that are known 
to be false, many are trying to redress them. 

The Church is an outgrowth of the practice of 
Jesus' followers of meeting on Sunday to pray and 
discuss the ideas He left with them. These ideas were 
challenging and they did not know what to make of 
them. In the beginning Christianity was a Jewish sect. 
The people, who were Jews, did not sever their ties 
with Judaism. They kept going to synagogues and the 
Temple and remained obedient to Jewish Law. In fact 
those in the early Church had to decide if Jesus' 
teaching was only for Jews. Was it for Gentiles also? 
When Gentiles were included the problem was magni
fied: would Gentiles have to keep the Jewish law? The 
conservatives said yes; the liberals said no. Paul was 
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the liberal voice. The controversy came to a head and 
a Church Council was called to meet in Jerusalem; a 
decision had to be made. It was thought this would 
bring harmony into the organization. Peter and Paul 
went to Jerusalem for the meeting. The Council was 
presided over by James, the brother of Jesus. Peter 
was not the recognized leader of the Church at that 
time. He was a conservative fence sitter. He sym
pathized with the Gentiles but found it difficult to go 
along with them all the way. It was Paul who led the 
way. Even Jesus' brother was a conservative with 
permissive tendencies. He probably thought Jesus 
would return soon and He could settle the issue once 
and for all. 

The decision was handed down that Gentiles did 
not have to obey the Jewish Laws on circumcision and 
dietary requirements in order to become Christians. 
The Judaizers were unhappy with this decision and it 
brought a split; Christians were on their own now. They 
would no longer have tradition and acceptance working 
for them; they would have to go it alone. They did and 
they made it; they developed their own tradition. 
Those who feel the tradition has departed from the true 
teachings of Jesus will have to make the break and they 
will not have a long tradition to support them. They 
will not have the majority to strengthen them. They 
will have to find their support and strength within 
them. They will find it in the very teaching of truth 
that they want to follow. 

The Church leaders claim their power and author
ity through the dogma of Apostolic succession. This 
holds that the power and authority of Christ was passed 
down through the apostles, mainly Peter. This is not 
true, but it has the long history of people thinking it is 
true. Jesus taught that One is your master, the Father 
within you. 

What is the True Church? The word "church" 
comes to us through German and Latin from the Greek. 
It means "that which belongs to the Lord." Literally 
this refers to those who have been thought to be 
"saved". It is a group of believers who think of 
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themselves as belonging to God now that they think 
they are saved. They also think of themselves as the 
"chosen ones", "saints", "the elect", and as Paul would 
describe it, "the Body of Christ". 

But the True Church must be more than a group 
of people. What is supposed to go on in a Church? The 
worship of God. The True Church therefore is a state 
of consciousness in which we recognize and know and 
feel our oneness with God, rejoicing and giving thanks 
in this realization. 

Worshipping God can take place only in conscious
ness. It is more than the performing of rituals that one 
may think God wants performed. To worship something 
is to give it a place of supreme importance in our 
thought and feeling. It is to recognize the great value 
in that which we appreciate. God is the greatest thing 
in our lives. We may have worshipped things in the 
outer, thinking they were the greatest, but once we 
enter the True Church in consciousness and discover our 
oneness with God we find that He is the Source of all 
the good we have been seeking. God within us is the 
Source of health. God within us is the Source of peace, 
happiness, joy, and prosperity. 

God needs no rituals; He wants only our minds and 
hearts. He doesn't want us as slaves, but as the free 
beings He created us to be. He wants to lead us, not 
force us. He wants to guide us, not compel us. He 
gives to us freely but He would never say we had to 
accept what He gives. 

Our purpose in Unity is to help people build the 
True Church in consciousness. It is in consciousness 
that much demolition and building must take place. Old 
beliefs must be uprooted, no matter how long we have 
cherished them. This must be done willingly. False 
beliefs must go if we are to be able to build a 
consciousness of Truth. 

This may not be easy to do but the results are 
worth it. In this new Church you will find peace. You 
will be guided in making wise decisions. Continual 
revelations of Truth will come to you. As in all 
construction we can build a quick, easy, flimsy building 
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or we can build one that is more enduring. The more 
enduring one will be more challenging and it will be 
more costly. It may take as much as five or six times 
as long to build. Think for a moment of such buildings 
as the Pyramids in Egypt. It took a long time to build 
them but they have endured. 

To get long-lasting and enduring results in the 
building of consciousness, the True Church, we must be 
willing to settle down and begin the work on a daily 
basis. We must have daily periods of meditation and 
prayer. We must be willing to find time in our daily 
lives for the development of the things of spirit. It will 
not always be the easiest thing to do. There will be 
inner struggles. There will be beliefs that we thought 
were true that we will discover to be false. These 
beliefs will try to hold one. 

Building the True Church consciousness is like 
developing physical endurance. Three years ago I real
ized the need for improving my physical condition; I 
began running. Oh, was it ever hard to get started, and 
slow to make progress! But I am glad today, three 
years later, that I got started. 1 am not advocating this 
for anyone but merely using it as an illustration. I did 
not really want to do what I knew must be done in order 
to improve my condition, but I thank God that He 
helped me in my moment of weakness of will and 
purpose. Now I can honestly say that I love doing what 
makes me feel better and stronger. There were days 
when I wanted to quit, and days of discouragement, but 
there were also many more days of the joy of achieve
ment. 

The building of the True Church consciousness is 
very similar. When I first began studying truth 1 
thought I would never learn all that I thought would be 
needed to bring peace of mind, self-confidence, suc
cess, and health. I had never read or studied the Bible 
and knew that was what I must do. So much of what I 
believed was based on some kind of interpretation of 
Bible Scriptures. It is amazing what regular, persistent, 
systematic effort can do. When we first discover truth 
we want to make giant leaps in our spiritual growth and 
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progress. These often lead to failure and discour
agement for we have not prepared ourselves to take 
such giant leaps in consciousness. I have since found 
that it is much better to take smaller steps. It doesn't 
take many small steps to cover the same territory as 
one giant leap. We cannot leap over what we must or 
need to learn. Every brick in the construction of a 
building is important and it must be in its proper place. 

In the True Church of Jesus Christ, there are no 
outer authorities. There is only one Authority and that 
is God. When we listen to Him and follow His guidance 
we find the inner fulfillment and outer fulfillment that 
we have been searching for. 
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Chapter 16 

THE DIVINITY OF 
JESUS CHRIST 

Over the years I have had a number of argumen
tative encounters with some conservative Christians 
about various phases of Christianity. Much of their 
questioning was to try and determine whether or not we 
in Unity were Christians. It seems that they have 
certain test questions that will give them the answer 
and also tell them what we think and believe. One of 
these questions is this, "Do you believe in Jesus Christ, 
that He was divine?" 

1 could probably have avoided a lengthy discus
sion, one that grew warmer as it grew longer, if I had 
just said yes, I do believe in Jesus Christ, and I do 
believe that He was divine. However, this is a very 
general question and my belief in Jesus Christ would in 
no way be the same as theirs. 

Saying that I believe Jesus is divine usually throws 
them off at first because they expect me to say just the 
opposite. So, I add to the statement something like 
this: yes, I believe that Jesus is divine, and I also 
believe that you and I and everyone else is just as divine 
as He was. That is when things begin to warm up as far 
as these conversations go. My explanation that the 
Bible tells us that we are all divine, created in the 
image of God, makes no difference. These people 
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believe they are sinners, conceived in sin, born in sin. 
and living in it, and no one is going to change their 
thinking about themselves. They usually think it is very 
egotistical for me to think that I am divine. It may 
seem that way when a person with a negative self-
image, a sinner image, thinks about it but it is the 
truth, a truth that Jesus taught. 1 would rather believe 
what He said about me than what some well-meaning 
but misinformed traditionalist thinks about me. 

Some people who reject the traditionalist views 
about Jesus have thrown Jesus out with the tradition
alist views. I can't see doing this, for Jesus was the 
greatest person who ever set foot on planet earth and 
there have been many great ones. His teaching is far 
superior to any other religious teaching I have encoun
tered. In fact what He taught was so tremendous that 
many have not even fathomed what He was really 
saying, and this includes many who say they believe in 
Him. They don't believe in Him; they believe things 
that they have been taught about Him. When they read 
the Scriptures this theological teaching about Jesus 
influences their thinking and they therefore do not 
comprehend the true and simple teachings of Jesus 
Christ. Yes, they are simple but tremendously chal
lenging. 

It would certainly be helpful if the Gospel writers 
had given us more biographical information about Jesus, 
but they didn't. In fact, it is quite a challenge to read 
the Gospels and form a true conception of what Jesus 
was like. There are no physical descriptions, and much 
of what is said about Him is more interpretation than 
fact. The writers are seeking to prove that Jesus was 
the Messiah. The stories about His birth are a case in 
point. The virgin birth is supposed to prove that Jesus 
was divine and that He was the Messiah that they were 
looking for. I will discuss more fully the virgin birth in 
the next chapter but suffice it to say that for now the 
virgin birth does not prove the divinity of Jesus. He 
would have been great regardless of how He was born, 
but it is important for the traditionalist to believe that 
He was born of a virgin. He would have been great 
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even if he had been illegitimate; and that was what was 
thought and believed about Him by many of the non-
Christians in the early second century. They believed 
the miraculous birth story was a coverup fable to 
conceal the fact that an adulteress had been seduced by 
a soldier named Panthera and that she gave birth to 
Jesus. 

When a great person comes along there will 
always be stories about that person. The stories 
demand a higher level of thinking and living than some 
people are prepared for. The contrast in their minds 
between the way they are living and the way they 
should be living is so great that it makes them feel 
uncomfortable and guilty. They react by criticizing the 
ideal in order to bring it down to their own sordid level 
instead of rising to the higher level in thought, belief, 
and action. 

As 1 have indicated already, the facts about Jesus 
in the Bible are interpretative to a large degree, and 
they are conflicting. There could be no personality 
expressing all that He is supposed to have said and 
done. Albert Schweitzer tried to find the "historical 
Jesus" and felt He could not be found in the Gospels. 
Traditional teaching about Jesus is also conflicting and 
illogical. It would be very difficult to come up with a 
true perspective of Jesus just from listening to modern 
day sermons about Him and considering Him in the light 
of the theology about Him. 

According to traditional teaching about Jesus, in 
today's thinking, He is God. He is also the Son of God 
Who came to save us so that we could get back into 
favor with God. God, Jesus, paid the sacrificial price 
to placate God, Himself. Jesus is also thought to be the 
God Who created the universe and all that is in it. He 
is God, He is the Son of God, and son of Himself, but He 
is also human. He is flesh and blood. He suffers as 
humans suffer even though He is God and can do all 
things. He goes through all this to help Himself change 
His own mind about sinful humanity. He is the God that 
determines all experience, that causes all tragedies, 
and He does all this with a secret wisdom that we 
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cannot understand. It is He that determines when life 
begins and when it ends even though in the Scriptures 
Jesus says He doesn't know the time of the end. Only 
the Father knows and He is supposed to be equal with 
the Father for He is also the Father, God. 

These views are contradictory and do not make 
any practical sense, but we are supposed to believe 
them anyway. To accept them by faith means to put 
aside reason. To ask questions is to doubt and that is 
sacrilegious and dangerous. 

I don't believe them and 1 don't think Jesus would 
advocate them either. In fact, they would be embar
rassing to Him, if He could be embarrassed. There 
were many Christians in the second century and later 
who were embarrassed about the way Christianity was 
going. They wanted to influence the world but their 
views and their Scriptures were rather peculiar. These 
Christians roused more opposition than acceptance in 
the beginning. They boasted of a special relationship 
with God but the facts seemed that they had no 
relationship. According to Celsus they seemed more 
like slaves or, as he would say, "miserable vermin". 

Stories told in their Scriptures, both the Old and 
New Testaments, seemed ridiculous, raunchy, and often 
scandalous. In fact, a popular form of interpretation 
was developed becasue of the negative quality of these 
stories: it was an allegorical interpretation of the 
Scriptures. Today we call it metaphysical interpre
tation. The stories are still there but are either 
overlooked or explained or interpreted away. For a few 
examples, read about Adam and his drunken and morbid 
incidents with his daughters. David was no example of 
moral goodness in his dealings with Bathsheba and her 
husband. Solomon wise? That is questionable according 
to the stories in the Bible. Then we have the good 
prophet Elisha losing his temper and killing 42 children 
without any remorse. In the New Testament we have 
Peter causing the deaths of two people simply because 
they didn't give all their possessions to the community. 
Yet he gets away with the denial of Jesus under 
pressure. 
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The God the Christians were offering to prospec
tive converts was more of a tyrant than many of their 
kings had been. He was subject to human passion, 
including fits of anger in which He became very de
structive. He got angry quite often and issued terrible 
threats . He wasn't strong enough to assist His Son, 
really Himself, in His hour of suffering on the cross. 
He couldn't avenge His death either. He couldn't 
protect His followers from persecution. 

The Christians were accused of being cannibals. 
It said in their Scriptures that they ate flesh and drank 
blood in the secret meetings they had. They had a 
practice at their services that was really eyebrow-
raising to the non-Christians: they would go around 
kissing each other. It was called by them the "kiss of 
peace". Outsiders saw it and interpreted it as some
thing else; they accused the Christians of incest. 

As for Jesus, His lowly origin and shameful death 
proved He wasn't the Son of God. All the ridiculous 
stories of resurrection could not make Him something 
He wasn't. 

The actions and the things that many Christians 
say today about Jesus make Him seem just as ridic
ulous—the vicarious atonement, the virgin birth stories, 
and the treatment of non-Christians, expeeially Jews, 
holding them responsible for Jesus' death. It was 
actually Romans that killed Him. Christians should 
rejoice and give thanks that someone killed Him instead 
of hating them for doing it. After all, according to 
their own theology Jesus had to die in order for them to 
be saved. What would be their fate if the Jews had 
asked for Jesus instead of Harnbbas? 

To discover the real Jesus you will have to put 
aside tradition and read the Scriptures with an open 
mind and heart. You will discover something won
derful. You will discover someone that is Real. It may 
be that the reason Schweitzer didn't find Jesus in the 
Gospels is that he was looking only for the historical 
Jesus. That Jesus isn't there but another Jesus is there. 

When I read the Gospels I find a very wonderful, 
loving Jesus. He is non-resistant, powerful, kind, 
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generous, wise, sharp, rich, healthy and much more. If 
all I knew about Jesus is what I read in the Bible about 
Him, I would probably wonder if He was for real. But 
that isn't all that I know about Him. I wouldn't be in 
this work, the ministry of Jesus Christ, if all I had to 
give was hearsay, conflicting opinions of others about 
Him, even if they were supposed to be close to Him. I 
am in this work because of experiences I have had that 
have convinced me that Jesus is a very real individual. 
The experiences were not for convincing anyone else so 
whether someone else believes they are genuine is 
immaterial. I had the experiences; they were real to 
me. My search for certainty may seem like skepticism, 
but it isn't. If I'm going to stake all that I am on 
something, I want to be certain it is for real and that 
goes for Jesus and all that He taught. I know He is for 
Real. I only wish I knew more, could see more, could 
understand more, and could perform better than 1 have 
in the past or am doing in the present. 

Is Jesus divine? He certainly is. Is He the Son of 
God? Yes, He is. Is He God? Absolutely. But let us 
not stop here. Sure, it is a big dose for our human 
consciousness to try and contemplate and comprehend. 
But everything that is true about Jesus is also true 
about you, me and everyone else in this universe. Jesus 
says that we are all divine, we are sons of God, and that 
we are Gods—"Know ye not that ye are gods?" 

Jesus did such fantastic things when He was here, 
such as the many miracles of healing, the walking on 
water, the changing of water into wine, and the feeding 
of the multitudes, that some felt then and some feel 
today that Jesus was not an actual person—He was a 
myth or some other type of non-physical entity. But He 
is real. He was then in the flesh and He still lives 
today. What He was trying to tell us was so advanced it 
may take another several thousand years before we as a 
race of humans even begin to let go some of our 
superstitious beliefs so that we can begin to compre
hend what He was saying. Jesus said, "The works that I 
do ye shall do also and greater works than these shall ye 
do." Not many Christians today would believe that 
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possible even though Jesus Himself said it was possible. 
Instead of rejecting outright a truth or a set of 

facts we find difficult to accept, we should pray for the 
ability to understand; instead of denying the facts 
totally as myth or fable, we should pray for the ability 
to perform them ourselves. There is no doubt that 
some things said about Jesus are legendary. But when 
we pray for understanding we will learn to separate 
truth from legend, fact from fiction, actual event from 
interpretation of that event. 

After Jesus left or ascended He returned several 
times and appeared as a flesh and blood human being to 
quite a few different individuals. Sometimes the ap
pearances were before groups and sometimes before 
one or two people. These were not subjective visions; 
they were actual appearances. Thomas the doubter was 
satisfied when he was able to touch Jesus' wounds. We 
think we would welcome some appearances of Jesus 
today that would settle once and for all the many 
conflicting beliefs about Him. But, who would believe 
He was Jesus if He came here claiming that? I used to 
think it would solve many of Christianity's problems but 
I don't think it would; it would create many more. 
When the time comes and we are ready to grow out of 
our limited beliefs, wc won't need any outer proof or 
evidence. We will discover that the Great Teacher 
within will guide us and lead us along the true path of 
self-discovery. Not a discovery of the human, limited 
self but the unlimited, unselfish, true spiritual Self, the 
God Presence within us. 

Jesus said, "Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet believe." This doesn't mean a blind type of 
faith or a naive hope. It is a faith based upon a true 
spiritual encounter with the Jesus Christ consciousness. 
Did He not say, "Lo, 1 am with you always"? The human 
thinking finds this hard to comprehend. Our three-
dimensional framework of thought is so limited that 
fourth-dimensional ideas seem preposterous to us. In 
spiritual consciousness, the Jesus Christ consciousness, 
the fourth-dimensional realm of experience, there is no 
time or space. There is only omnipresence. There is no 
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yesterday or tomorrow, there is only now. He is here 
this moment. But, you say, "I don't see Him." That 
doesn't mean He is not here; it only means that you 
cannot see Him. In other words we are admitting our 
blindness in consciousness when we say we do not see 
Him. When you tell a blind person there is a tree 
before him, he believes you. He cannot see the tree but 
he believes that you can. Suppose the tree is in such a 
location that you cannot lead the blind person to touch 
it to verify it sensibly. Nevertheless he will still 
believe you because you say you can see the tree. 

We might think of the presence of Jesus in the 
same manner. He is here. He is not here to make us 
more dependent. He is here to help us become more 
indipendent or, rather, He is here to help us become 
more dependent upon the Christ within us, God, and less 
dependent upon personalities outside of us. When we 
can handle our spiritual dependence and our outer 
independence then we will understand more fully why 
Jesus does not make an appearance here. Wise parents 
know there is a time when their offspring must learn to 
stand on their own two feet, so to speak. They may 
find this dependence upon the inner resource develops 
more quickly when they, the parents, are not around. 

When we develop this inner dependence we will 
discover much more within us and around us that we did 
not know existed. This isn't to imply that we will "see" 
things or people who are invisible. It simply means that 
we will have a comprehension of life that is comforting 
and meaningful. Visionary experiences may offer some 
people a false sense of comfort and reassurance but 
that is nothing compared to the reassurance of the 
Christ, the Presence of God within us. 

Developing this inner dependence is essential for 
one who is preparing for a healthy existence in the New 
Age. It will take great spiritual strength to live in this 
glorious time. It will not be enough to know that Jesus 
was divine, which He was. It will be imperative that we 
know our own divinity as well. For it is dependence 
upon the Divine Presence within us that will assure us 
of success. 
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Chapter 17 

THE NEW BIRTH 

A Pharisee named Nicodemus came to see Jesus 
one night. He seemed sincere for one who was a 
member of a group that opposed Jesus and all He stood 
for. He acknowledged that Jesus was a great teacher. 
He had no doubt seen some of the things Jesus did and 
had listened to Him teach some challenging ideas. 
Before Nicodemus could ask many questions Jesus said 
to him, "I tell you the truth, unless a man is born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God." (John 3:3) 

Nicodemus didn't understand the statement; he 
began immediately trying to figure out how it could 
happen biologically. Of course, Jesus wasn't referring 
to a physical birth, He was referring to something far 
greater. He began giving some instructions to Nico
demus about the New Birth, how it felt and what would 
happen in the life of the individual. 

The stories about Jesus' birth are symbolic por
trayals of the New Birth experience. Unfortunately the 
stories have been taken literally and the great mystical 
teaching has been missed. The Virgin Birth and other 
details of the Christmas story have become matters of 
faith. One has faith if he believes these stories as 
actual fact; one lacks faith and is considered heretical 
and irreligious if he does not believe them literally. 
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Those people who believe the stories literally become 
upset and frustrated with those who do not believe 
them. Some of those who do not believe them want to 
throw them out. This is unfortunate, for they are 
fantastic statements of spiritual truths. 

I can understand the emotional attachment many 
have to these stories. When I was a young person, I was 
raised in a Catholic orphanage even though I wasn't a 
total orphan. Each year a marvelous manger scene—the 
most beautiful one I have ever seen—was constructed in 
a big room. I would spend hours in that room thinking 
about the events of that scene, the countryside, the 
star, the people, the animals, and especially the infant. 
However, the day comes when the Light begins to shine 
and we are forced to consider the mystical truth in the 
stories instead of just believing the stories to be 
history. 

The story of a Virgin Mother giving birth to a 
Divine Savior is common to all cultures and religions 
around the world. As a child I used to think that this 
was something that only happened to Jesus and there
fore was unique to Christianity. It was disturbing to 
find out differently. 

Maya, the mother of Buddha, and Devaki, the 
mother of Krishna, were both worshipped as virgin 
mothers. They are represented with infant saviors in 
their arms. 

Isis, the mother of the Egyptian savior, Horus, 
was also worshipped as a virgin. On religious monu
ments of Egypt the infant Horus is seated in the lap of 
his virgin mother. She is called "Our Lady" and "Queen 
of Heaven". These are names, along with many others, 
that have been used to describe Mary, Jesus' mother. 
And Jesus has been pictured as an infant in the arms of 
His mother and as seated on her lap. 

Candlemas Day is an important Christian cele
bration; it is of Egyptian origin. The feast was kept by 
the ancient Egyptians in honor of the goddess Neith, 
mother of Osiris. She was also known as the "Great 
Mother" and also "Immaculate Virgin". Mary's feast day 
of Candlemas is on the same day as Mother Neith's. 
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Candlemas is on February 2, forty days after Christ
mas. Better known as the Feast of Purification, it 
commemorates the time that Mary went to the Temple 
to be purified according to Jewish law after having her 
child. It was also a time when she would either have to 
give her firstborn to God in the Temple or make an 
offering of redemption. As stated in Exodus 13:2, "And 
the Lord spake unto Moses saying, 'Sanctify unto me all 
the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the 
children of Israel, both man and beast; it is mine.'" It 
was to commemorate the flight from Egypt when the 
angel of death passed over the homes of the Hebrews 
and slew only the first born of the Egyptians. 

Isis is also called "Star of the Sea", "Governess", 
"Mother of God", "Intercessor", and "Immaculate Vir
gin". She is represented as standing on a crescent moon 
with twelve stars surrounding her head. In almost every 
Roman Catholic church in Europe, according to one 
source I have read, there are pictures and statues of 
Mary, "Queen of Heaven" standing on the crescent 
moon with twelve stars around her head. In the small 
chapel I attended there was a statue of Mary wearing a 
beautiful crown on her head and holding Jesus in her 
arms. She was not only "Queen of Heaven", she was 
also "Mother of God". 

The Chaldeans, Babylonians, Etruscans, Assyrians, 
and Chinese all worshipped a goddess who was a virgin 
mother, and her son. Even the ancient civilizations in 
Mexico worshipped a virgin and her infant son. 

Mary is not only considered the Virgin Mother of 
Jesus but she is called, as I have said, the "Mother of 
God". Jesus is not only Savior but He is God Who 
created the universe. His theological stature was so 
great that Mary's position had to be upgraded. How 
could a human sinner be good enough and pure enough 
to give birth to God? To make this possible it was 
proclaimed by the Pope in 1851 that Mary was con
ceived by her parents, Joachim and Anna, without the 
stain of original sin. This is the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception which many Christians relate 
to Jesus' conception. Human conception was thought to 
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be sinful; the children of this type of conception were 
all considered to be sinners, for they had the original 
sin of Adam and Eve on their souls. Mary was pro
claimed free. In 813 A.D. the Church had also pro
claimed the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, that she 
ascended bodily into heaven. 

At the time that Matthew and Luke wrote their 
versions of Jesus' life and teachings, Mithraism was a 
very popular religion in the Roman world. Mithra was 
born of a virgin, instituted baptism and the communion 
meal, was crucified, and resurrected. The same details 
of a Virgin Birth had to be attached to Jesus if the 
unsaved Gentiles were to be persuaded. The Virgin 
Birth meant the infant Jesus was something special; it 
was evidence that He was of God and was God. Chris
tians still think this way today. The early Christians 
even went so far as to give Jesus the same birth date as 
Mithra, December 25. 

Matthew and Luke both stress the idea that Mary 
was a Virgin. Luke was writing mainly for Gentiles, 
mostly Greek Gentiles. They would readily accept the 
Virgin Birth for it was a common idea in their Greek 
culture. Matthew wrote for Jews, but they were Jews 
strongly influenced by Greek ideas. The feast of 
Hanukkah celebrates their independence from Greek 
cultural indoctrination. They freed themselves politi
cally but not in consciousness. They were getting so 
"Greek" they couldn't read their Hebrew Scriptures; the 
Scriptures had to be translated into Greek in the third 
and second centuries B.C. This translation, called the 
Septuagint, was used by Matthew in quoting passages 
about the Messiah and relating them to Jesus. 

Not only do the passages have nothing to do with 
Jesus' time, Matthew made a mistake about the virgin 
birth. In Isaiah 7:14 it reads, "Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign; behold a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel." Immanuel means "God with us". 

When this passage is put back into the context of 
the historical situation, a great crisis in Hebrew his
tory, we find that Isaiah was talking to King Ahaz of 
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Judah around 735 B.C. The birth of a child was a sign 
for the King regarding a situation that faced him. In 
the Hebrew, that passage reads, "a young woman of 
marriageable age". The Hebrew word used to describe 
the woman was "almah". The Greek word used in the 
Septuagint translation was "parthenos". If Isaiah had 
intended to convey the idea of a virgin birth he would 
have had to use the Hebrew term "bethulah". Matthew 
was using the Septuagint, the Greek translation, and it 
fit his purpose, which was to portray Mary as a virgin 
giving birth to the expected Messiah. 

However, when we read the story of Isaiah and 
Ahaz in the Old Testament we find that Isaiah was 
more concerned about his day than 700 years in the 
future. This was the situation: Assyria was on the 
warpath. The northern kingdom of Israel and the nation 
of Syria wanted to form an anti-Assyrian alliance. The 
situation was so desperate that these two enemies were 
willing to join together to meet the advances of a 
common foe. Since King Ahaz of the southern kingdom 
of Judah was reluctant to join the alliance, Israel and 
Syria were going to attack Judah, get rid of Ahaz, and 
put a puppet king on the throne. Ahaz had good reason 
to be reluctant about joining the alliance; he felt, and 
rightly so, that to attack Assyria was futile. But he had 
to make a decision. He either had to join the alliance 
and take his chances that they might be able to defeat 
Assyria or to call on Assyria for help in defeating Israel 
and Syria. 

One day while he was out inspecting the city's 
water supply he had an encounter with the prophet 
Isaiah. The prophet said that the king should not join 
the alliance and that he should not call on Assyria. 
Instead he should "Trust in Yahweh; be quiet and keep 
calm." Ahaz was doubtful this would work. Isaiah told 
the king to ask for a sign from God, but Ahaz didn't 
want to tempt the Lord even though the Lord was 
telling him to ask for the sign through the prophet. 
Isaiah told the king he would give him a sign anyway. 
The sign was that a young woman, probably one that 
they both knew, would give birth to a male child and his 
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name would be called "Immanuel". Isaiah was trying to 
tell the king that God was with the people in this 
situation. Before the child reached the age of reason 
and self-dependence the situation with Israel and Syria 
would be resolved. 

Ahaz couldn't believe it and he didn't listen. He 
called on Assyria for help. As a result he became a 
vassal to Assyria, having to strip the Temple and the 
palace of its gold in order to pay the heavy tribute 
demanded. An Assyrian altar was built in the Temple. 
Isaiah said it would lead to disaster and it certainly did. 

Jesus never fulfilled all the prophecies of the 
Messiah as expected by the Hebrews. They were 
expecting a "King" with political and military power to 
overwhelm their enemies. He was to be in the lineage 
of David; Matthew and Luke try to give this impression 
in their Gospels, but the two genealogies do not agree. 

We have been told the Christmas story so many 
times that we do not realize some of the conflicting 
information contained in the stories: how Mary could 
become pregnant in the summer and give birth to a 
child in December; how shepherds could be in the fields 
watching sheep in December when the sheep are usually 
taken into the folds earlier; why Herod didn't see the 
star that the Wise Men saw and followed; how the Wise 
Men could follow a star in the east yet had to travel 
west to get to Bethlehem; how the shepherds found the 
child and His parents in the stable, but when the Wise 
Men visited, the story states they found the family in a 
house; how the Wise Men could make the trip of 500 
miles in one night traveling by camel. 

When we consider some other details of the 
Scripture we find that the events surrounding the birth 
of Jesus were not stressed by the immediate followers 
of Jesus, namely the disciples and Paul. Peter and Paul 
never mention anything about Jesus having a miraculous 
birth and I am sure that if this was important to them 
they would have mentioned it. In fact, Paul writing in 
Galatians 4:4 says, "But when the time had fully come, 
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to 
redeem those under law, that we might receive the full 
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rights of sons." Here Paul says Jesus was born of a 
woman and the assumption is that it was the normal 
type of birth. 

In Catholic tradition great emphasis is put on the 
doctrine that Mary was a virgin both before and after the 
birth of Jesus even though it says in the Scriptures that 
Jesus had brothers and sisters. The brothers are 
supposed to be cousins, children of a previous marriage 
by Joseph. It would seem that this explanation would 
raise a serious question in the light of the Church's 
teaching about divorce. Was Joseph's former wife still 
living? If she was, then Joseph was a divorced man 
when Mary became his wife. Furthermore, the Scrip
tures tell us only that Mary was betrothed to Joseph 
and never mentions that they ever got married; we only 
assume they did. In trying to harmonize the stories 
with facts we have to assume a number of things. 

Scholars aren't certain that Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem. David was born there and we have to 
assume that since Jesus is supposed to be of the lineage 
of David that He was born there also. Luke states that 
a census was taken when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria and that this was the reason that Mary and Joseph 
made the trip to Bethlehem. The only problem with 
this is that Quirinius was not governor of Syria at that 
time. We can't even be sure of the year in which Jesus 
was born. It was thought that He was born in 0 A.D. 
until it was discovered that Herod, the one who killed 
the children, died in 4 B.C. So now it is believed that 
Jesus was born around 6 B.C. 

Why am I stressing all these things? It seems like 
I am trying to discredit the Scriptures, but that is not 
my purpose at all. I am trying to show that we must 
look beyond the historical incidents and realize that 
there is a deeper meaning to these stories. When we 
realize this, the stories will mean even more to us—at 
least they do to me. Jesus means more to me now than 
He ever did, so I am not trying to depreciate Him, but 
rather to elevate Him to an even greater importance, 
for what He taught us is of utmost importance. 
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What then is the mystical significance of the 
Virgin Birth stories? As I said in the beginning the 
story is a description of the New Birth idea and 
experience that Jesus was endeavoring to convey to 
Nicodemus. This is an experience that will take place 
in every person. It has already taken place in some, but 
it has not taken place in some of those who think it has. 

The New Birth experience is more than a psycho
logical response to religious emotionalism. The New 
Birth is a dynamic spiritual experience that leads to a 
marvelous transformation of the individual. 

In the Virgin Birth story, the infant represents the 
realization of our divine potential, our divine sonship. 
Most humans have no conception of their spiritual 
nature. They know themselves to be human beings, 
sinners, separated from God because of sin, and very 
limited in talent, ability and power. 

It was Jesus' mission to reveal to us the Truth of 
Being. He was a son of God and He said we were sons 
too. He was divine and He said we were too. We are 
more than flesh and blood, we are spiritual being. It is 
when this great spiritual truth is born in us that we 
really begin to live, for this realization is essential to 
the attaining of eternal life. 

The birth can only be a Virgin Birth. Mary 
represents a pure, unselfish desire to know the truth of 
Being, to know who and what we are as spiritual beings. 
This doesn't mean our whole soul must be free of all 
negative desire or even other positive desires, but it 
does mean there must be at least one sincere unselfish 
desire to know the truth. In many people Mary hasn't 
even been born as yet. But she has been born in many 
and she is about to or already has given birth to the 
Christ child. 

Being born of a virgin also means that the reali
zation of the Christ potential cannot come through the 
intellect, Joseph. We cannot gain this realization by 
reading a book about someone's experience in receiving 
it. We cannot reason or analyze ourselves into it. It is 
an intuitive experience, a revelation. If Jesus could 
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have given this truth to the world on the intellectual 
level He would have done so, but on that level we can 
only know about it. When it is revealed we shall know 
it. ' 

In the story we are told the birth took place in 
Bethlehem. This word means "house of bread" and it 
represents the subconscious phase of mind or the feel
ing nature. When Mary and Joseph arrived in Beth
lehem there was no room for them in the Inn. This 
means that in most cases our feelings are too preoc
cupied on the material level. We are desiring things. 
We feel that some object or person or money or position 
will make us happy, successful, rich, or famous. We are 
so busy in the pursuit of things that our true desire, 
Mary, hardly has room for the birth of the truth that 
will really satisfy and fulfill. 

However, the day comes in the life of every 
person when the great event does take place. It may 
seem insignificant, but it is often the seemingly insigni
ficant things in our lives that turn out to be the big, 
important events. When it happens it is very upsetting 
and disturbing to Herod. He represents the king of the 
intellect, the controlling, dominating master of human 
thought. Our human attachments and beliefs are upset. 
He knows he will lose his power, for a new king is born; 
his authority will be replaced. Instead of living by 
sense control we will live by the inner light. 

The Herod in us tries to kill out any thought of 
reform or self-improvement, for he loves his sense 
control and gratification. Herod tried to remedy the 
situation he perceived as a threat by killing all the two-
year-old males, but the child was taken to Egypt. We 
cannot kill the desire for improvement. It only waits 
patiently for the right moment to come. In many, the 
child has been born but is not growing in spiritual 
control because Herod is still very much alive and 
active. When we consider the multitude of thoughts 
and desires we have in the areas of politics, religion, 
social relationships, business, and family we are amazed 
that the birth, the desire for true spiritual improvement, 
could even take place at all. 
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But the day comes when Herod dies. We begin to 
realize the futility of material pursuits as the main 
objective in life. When we were half-heartedly search
ing for truth and had the spiritual realization we 
thought it was a joyous occasion and it was. The 
promise of peace, power, mastery, health, prosperity 
and redemption sounded great. But no growth took 
place or really could take place until Herod died. 

Then the child was taken to Nazareth. This is 
where the intellect comes into its place of importance. 
It is not enough to receive intuitive, spiritual revela
tions of truth in the form of ideas. These truths, these 
great ideas, must be accepted. This is not always easy 
to do, but it can be done. The process of redemption, 
the transformation of consciousness, is a challenging 
and trying time of growth. The child Jesus growing up 
in Nazareth represents the struggle of growth, the 
struggle to accept the ideal. 

The soul must be redeemed from the influence of 
negative beliefs and habits in all the categories I have 
already mentioned. We have been taught that all we 
needed to do to be redeemed was to profess to believe 
the doctrines of the church, be baptized and just wait 
until we go to heaven. I wish it was that simple and 
easy, but it isn't. We are going to have to put our mind 
and heart and effort into this regenerating process. We 
can't just sit back and make no effort toward spiritual 
growth, thinking that it will be done for us. We don't 
have to do it alone, for God is with us to help us, but it 
is a cooperative adventure. 

Someone has said, "Though Christ a thousand 
times in Bethlehem be born, unless He is born in thee, 
thy soul is all forlorn." This is true, but I would just 
like to add another thought to it: unless the child gets 
the opportunity to grow up and teach us, there is no 
real and lasting joy. We remain slaves to our sense 
habits and appetites. 

It was a great day when Jesus was born. It will be 
another great day when the birth of God takes place in 
us. And it will be an even greater day when He is fully 
grown in us and begins His ministry of rehabilitation, 
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for then we will be like Him, Jesus. It was Jesus Who 
said that we should follow Him in the regeneration. It 
was Jesus Who said that we should be perfect, perfect 
in the sense that we should always express principle, 
truth, in every situation and experience. It was Jesus 
that expected much out of us, for it was He Who knew 
there was much in us. 
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Chapter 18 

THE NEW AGE 

The hope for a great New Age springs eternal in 
the hearts of people everywhere. There may be vari
ations of interpretation, but the kernel idea is the 
same, that there will come a day when there will be 
peace in the world and an abundance of every good 
thing, not only of food, but of material things to enjoy. 
There will be no hard work but an eternal enjoyment of 
things and relationships. 

Most religious Scriptures promise that better 
times are ahead. Some have evolved to the extent that 
this promised good time will come only in another life 
somewhere else in the universe—not here on planet 
earth but in a heaven. 

In our Christian tradition, which began with the 
Hebrews, there is the promise of a great leader who 
will rule all nations as leader of Israel. They, the 
Hebrews, were promised many things. To Abraham the 
promise was given that he would be the Father of a 
multitude of people. He was promised great wealth and 
he had that, but his followers have not done so well. 
After his experience of nearly sacrificing his son, Isaac, 
God spoke to him and said, "Because thou hast done this 
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, 
that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I 
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will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heavens, and 
as the sand which is upon the seashore; and thy seed 
shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed . . ." (Gen. 
22:15-18) 

Later Abraham was taken up on a mountain where 
he gave Lot his choice of territory. Lot took the fertile 
Jordan valley. Then God spoke to Abraham and said 
that all that could be seen, north, south, east, and west, 
would be his. 

Literally, these promises and many others have 
not as yet been fulfilled, nor are they likely to be. It is 
only recently that the Hebrews acquired even a small 
piece of land to call their own; it is not nearly so much 
as was promised to Abraham. It has been a struggle to 
keep that, for they have been plagued with wars. They 
can't let up for one moment for fear of losing that 
small piece of land. They have no great king like 
David, no Messiah with superior talent and ability. I 
doubt the nation of Israel as it is set up today will ever 
have a king. 

The promise to Abraham regarding territory, the 
promise recorded in Genesis 15:18, has never been ful
filled. It reads, "In that day Jehovah made a covenant 
with Abram saying, 'Unto thy seed have I given this 
land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the 
river Euphrates.' " This promise was made after 
Abram's experience of rescuing Lot and his return 
encounter with Melchizedek. They, the people of 
Israel, held for a short time the land from the river of 
Egypt but they have given that back to Egypt now. 
They will probably never get it nor the land to the river 
Euphrates. They don't even have all of the land of 
Canaan, the land flowing with milk and honey. 

Yet there are many who no doubt continue to 
believe in these promises. Conservative Christians who 
take the Bible literally and believe that everything 
recorded in it is absolutely true will surely have a 
problem explaining away these promises or how they 
will be fulfilled, literally. Please note that I am 
stressing the word, "literally". 
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In times of great crisis a prophet or leader comes 
along and makes these promises. He is sincere and 
makes them in the name of God. That makes the 
promises difficult to refute and because of the hard 
times the people are eager to believe any hopeful 
promise. 

Take for example the time of the great struggle 
of the Jews with Antiochus Epiphanes. He was going to 
force the Jews to give up Judaism and adhere to Greek 
customs in law, politics, language, and religion. During 
this severe crisis in the history of Israel, many paid the 
supreme price—death. But some writer came along to 
offer encouragement and wrote the book of Daniel. 
The basic message in symbolic writing was this: hold on 
to your faith. The trouble won't last long. God is about 
to step in and conclude all history. The writer even 
went so far as to say it would be in about three and a 
half years. Then there will be victory. God will reign 
supreme and you will be delivered. Don't worship the 
Emperor. Don't eat his rotten, pagan food that has 
been offered to idols. 

As it turned out, the only thing fulfilled literally 
in that promise is that the crisis did end. The end of 
history did not come. The New Age was not ushered in. 
And a study of Hebrew history tells us that it has not 
been one of pence for them. The freedom they won 
from Antiochus Epiphanes was very short-lived, for 
after Antiochus the Romans dominated them for many 
more years. They wanted freedom from the Romans 
and lost their most precious outer symbol, the great 
Temple in Jerusalem. The Moslems came along and 
now their temple stands on that spot. So the most holy 
spot on earth doesn't even belong to them. 

The Christians haven't done so well with their 
promises either. In their time of great crisis in the last 
half of the first century the Romans were going to 
make them worship the Emperor as a god. Many 
Christians paid the supreme price—death. Some writer 
came along and made some promises in the name of 
God; it is believed that he was the Apostle John. The 
promises are in the book of Revelation in a message 
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similar to that of Daniel. His writing was the same, 
apocalyptic—veiled, hidden. His message was for the 
persecuted Christians of the early church. The message 
was basically this: just stand firm and hold to your 
faith. It won't last long. God is about to step in and 
end history. Jesus is coming back as He said He would. 
Even though you thought he would have been back by 
now, it won't be much longer. There will be a special 
blessing for those of you who die in these persecutions. 
You can read about the special blessing for the martyrs 
in Chapter 20. The martyrs will enjoy 1,000 years of 
glory before Satan is cut loose again. You martyrs will 
live and be with Jesus during this 1,000 years reign of 
peace and you will not be afraid of the second death 
that will come when Satan is subdued the second time. 

Well, this writer was wrong. The crisis passed, 
but the end did not come. The New Age of 1,000 years 
did not come. It has been more than enough time. In 
fact the reign of 1,000 years would have been over by 
now if the second coming had taken place as predicted 
not only by this writer but even by Paul. The New 
Jerusalem did not come down out of the heavens and 
there has certainly not been a reign of peace for a very 
long time. 

I could go on and on about the promises God is 
supposed to have made to Moses, David, Solomon and 
others. The marvel of it all is the persistent expec
tation of hope despite countless disappointments. Even 
the astrologers have told us the same thing in so many 
words. A new cycle is coming into existence. A new 
age of peace is in the making, the great Aquarian Age. 

What are we to make of all this? What are we to 
believe? Should we keep false expectations alive? Is it 
better to live in blind hope than no hope at all? Or is 
there something to these promises? Maybe we have 
misunderstood what was promised. Maybe the prophet 
or the writer was mistaken in conveying the real truth 
to us. Maybe his literal interpretation was not the real 
meaning. 

There are many Christians today living in a false 
hope. It is the same as the Hebrew hope only it is 
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clothed in the person of Jesus Christ. This in no way 
denies the validity of Jesus and what He sought to do; it 
shows only that He has been misunderstood by well-
meaning teachers in the past. Many so-called Christian 
prophets have preached the near and almost immediate 
coming of Jesus and the fulfillment of the promises. 
Some teach that Jesus is the fulfillment of the promises 
made in the Old Testament. All the way from Paul to 
our present day, nearly 2,000 years, we have been told 
that the time is just about here. But, on the literal 
level, the "kingdom of God" has not been ushered in. 
There have been people who have believed these prom
ises and have actually prepared for them by accumu
lating food supplies and going to certain locations 
where the second coming is supposed to take place. 
There is one branch of the Christian church which 
requires its members to keep a store of food in their 
homes, just in case the great event begins to happen in 
their lifetimes. 

The promises of a New Age are still possible, but 
not in the way we have been led to believe. Did you 
know there are no doubt millions and millions of indi
viduals already living in the New Age consciousness and 
experience? The great age of peace is not confined to 
this tiny planet, for we live in a fabulous universe. This 
planet can be fabulous also, but it is going to take a lot 
of work to rehabilitate it. It will probably take many 
thousands of years. People don't change easily or 
readily, especially in religion. However, it doesn't have 
to take that long for you. 

Your New Age can begin at any moment you 
decide for it to begin. You can begin moving into that 
age today or tomorrow. Or you can wait for another 
lifetime or several lifetimes from this one. Paul was 
describing this moment when he said, "Be ye trans
formed by the renewing of your mind." There can be no 
New Age for anyone without this transforming experi
ence. It makes no difference how much he may long for 
it to be done for him, as was the traditional teaching. 
This just isn't true, even though the majority believe 
this way today. Jesus taught that we must be born 
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again, transformed in consciousness, and that this work 
must be done in us with God's help. He said that the 
Father within us would help us if we would only turn to 
Him for that help, but we haven't; we have turned 
instead to the outer world for our help. 

It will be a challenging experience to repent, to 
change our consciousness, to let go of what is false and 
prepare the way for the coming acceptance of truth. 
But our outer world cannot be better until we are 
better in consciousness. By this I mean that growing in 
spiritual understanding is the prerequisite for entering 
the New Age. This includes our practicing the truth we 
learn or that is revealed to us. It includes the doing of 
the things we know we should do instead of continually 
procrastinating. It is easy to put things off when we 
live by a false hope of going some place in a New Age 
where we will automatically become good. It just 
doesn't happen that way no matter how much we would 
like for it to be that way. 

This year, this day, can be the beginning of our 
New Age. Only you can enter into that covenant with 
your Lord. Some of the Biblical promises were not 
fulfilled literally because the people did not keep their 
end of the agreement. The promises are still there and 
still valid. They can still be fulfilled, not literally, but 
more than literally. You can be healed. You can be 
happy. You can be prospered, more prospered than 
Abraham or any of the ancient Biblical characters. 
Your dreams of a glorious age of peace are possible. 
You can have peace in this world in spite of what is 
going on in it. You don't have to wait until all the 
people on planet earth decide to do what is right and 
good and true. That may be a long, long time, 
considering the slow pace at which we are now trav
eling. 

But all this can come to pass only if you learn the 
laws of life, the laws and principles that govern the 
manifestation of all good. I'll not offer you the false 
hope of getting something for nothing; that which is 
offered as an easy hope in the future is worthless. The 
land flowing with milk and honey, the Promised Land, is 
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not a territory, no matter how sacred that spot is 
supposed to be or what has taken place there in the 
past. The Promised Land is a consciousness of truth 
which includes the ability to express that truth and 
have the great life God promised each of us. God will 
multiply the good in your life if you will let Him and 
follow Him in absolute trust. His blessings are unlim
ited. "Eye hath not seen nor ear heard of the good in 
store for those who love Him." 

The New Age is not a theological concept to be 
fulfilled in the future. The New Age is for you now. 
Many are already living fully in it. Many have begun 
the journey into the New Age. If you haven't you can 
begin now. All it takes is to say to the Lord within you, 
"I am ready now to begin. I put aside all procras
tination. I am willing to do whatever is necessary to 
prepare myself to live with God in the New Age of 
peace, harmony, and great joy." 
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